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The Italian Dictatorship
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Explore the profound and often brutal era of the Italian Dictatorship, a period dominated by Benito 
Mussolini's fascist regime. This comprehensive overview delves into the rise of totalitarian power, the 
suppression of civil liberties, and the lasting impact of this dark chapter on Italian society and its place 
in 20th-century European history.

Our curated articles bring expert insights across a wide range of academic and profes-
sional topics.
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Mussolini's Italy

For almost all nations the First World War was an unparalleled disaster, but the Italian experience 
especially was to have catastrophic consequences. Weakened and embittered, trying and failing to 
come to terms with 600,000 dead and with an entire generation of men militarized by fighting, Italy gave 
birth to a new form of political life: Fascism. Richard Bosworth brings to life the period when Italians 
participated in a vast and ultimately ruinous political experiment under their dictator, Benito Mussolini, 
and his fascist henchmen. The fascists were the first totalitarians, aiming to reshape Italy and its people 
utterly. Their regime was based on a cult of violence and obedience. Yet, despite this, Italians found 
ingenious ways of adapting, limiting, undermining and ridiculing Mussolini's ambitions for them. The 
heart of this book is its engagement with the life of these ordinary Italians and their families, struggling 
through terrible times. Bosworth creates a powerful, plausible and entertaining picture of Italian life and 
a regime which - as the world hurtled towards the cataclysm of the Second World War - was to force 
humiliation, defeat, invasion and the utter collapse of the nation state.

The Italian Dictatorship

This is a study of the way in which the history of fascism has been given meaning. It begins in the 1990s, 
with the political, cultural and historiographical crisis of the loss of the first republic.

Mussolini's Italy

This book takes up the stimuli of new international historiography, albeit focusing mainly on the two 
regimes that undoubtedly provided the model for Fascist movements in Europe, namely the Italian 
and the German. Starting with a historiographical assessment of the international situation, vis-à-vis 
studies on Fascism and National Socialism, and then concentrate on certain aspects that are essential 
to any study of the two dictatorships, namely the complex relationships with their respective societies, 
the figures of the two dictators and the role of violence. This volume reaches beyond the time-frame 
encompassing Fascism and National Socialism experiences, directing the attention also toward the 

https://chilis.com.pe/search/italian-dictatorship
https://chilis.com.pe/search/italian-dictatorship
https://chilis.com.pe/search/mussolini
https://chilis.com.pe/search/fascism-italy
https://chilis.com.pe/search/history-of-italy
https://chilis.com.pe/search/totalitarian-rule-italy


period subsequent to their demise. This is done in two ways. On the one hand, examining the 
uncomfortable architectural legacy left by dictatorships to the democratic societies that came after 
the war. On the other hand, the book addresses an issue that is very much alive both in the strictly 
historiographical and political science debate, that is to say, to what extent can the label of Fascism 
be used to identify political phenomena of these current times, such as movements and parties of the 
so-called populist and souverainist right.

Rethinking Fascism

The cult of the Duce is the first book to explore systematically the personality cult of the Fascist 
dictator Benito Mussolini. It examines the factors which informed the cult and looks in detail at its 
many manifestations in the visual arts, architecture, political spectacle and the media. The conviction 
that Mussolini was an exceptional individual first became dogma among Fascists and then was 
communicated to the people at large. Intellectuals and artists helped fashion the idea of him as a 
new Caesar while the modern media of press, photography, cinema and radio aggrandised his every 
public act. The book considers the way in which Italians experienced the personality cult and analyses 
its controversial resonances in the postwar period. Academics and students with interests in Italian 
and European history and politics will find the volume indispensable to an understanding of Fascism, 
Italian society and culture, and modern political leadership. Among the contributions is an Afterword 
by Mussolini’s leading biographer, R.J.B. Bosworth.

The cult of the Duce

First published in 1994. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Mussolini and Fascist Italy

The dramatic story of Mussolini's fall from power in July 1943, illuminating both the causes and 
the consequences of this momentous event. Morgan shows how Italians of all classes coped with 
the extraordinary pressures of wartime living, both on the military and home fronts, and how their 
experience of the country at war eventually distanced them from the dictator and his fascist regime. 
Looking beyond Mussolini's initial fall from power, Morgan examines how the Italian people responded 
to the invasion, occupation, and division of their country by Nazi German and Anglo-American forces - 
and how crucial the experience of this period was in shaping Italy's post-war sense of nationhood and 
transition to democracy.

The Fascist Dictatorship in Italy

Bringing together scholars from the Italian and English-speaking worlds, Bosworth and Dogliani's 
edited book reviews the history of the memory and representation of Fascism after 1945. Ranging in 
their study from patriotic monuments to sado-masochistic films, the essays here collected ask how and 
why and when Mussolini's dictatorship mattered after the event, and so provide a fascinating study of 
the relationship between a traumatic past and the changing present and future.

The Fall of Mussolini

The Italian Fascist Party in Power was first published in 1959. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital 
technology to make long-unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from 
the original University of Minnesota Press editions. Although much significant material on the Italian 
Fascist party became available when the regime collapsed, scholars have not made extensive use of 
it until now. In this study, which is based on all the available sources, Professor Germino describes the 
functions of the party, ,explains how it was organized to perform tasks, and discusses conflicts between 
the party and other power elements in the dictatorship. He reaches a conclusion contrary to that of 
most other scholars -- that Fascist Italy was a full-fledged totalitarian state resembling Nazi Germany 
and Soviet Russia in political structure and ideological content. Professor Carl J. Riedrich of Harvard 
University writes: "I consider this a major contribution to our knowledge of totalitarian dictatorship. 
There is nothing in the existing literature that can be compared to it either in terms of depth or analysis, 
range of documentation or breadth of treatment." Professor Taylor Cole of Duke University comments: 
"Professor Germino has presented an excellent case study of the Italian Fascist Party. He has made 
use of more materials on the Party than any previous writer in English, and has marshalled them 
effectively to support his contention that the Fascist Party did not differ 'in kind' from [the Nazi and 



Soviet Communist parties] on the eve of World War II. His conclusion that on most (though not all) basic 
counts the Italian Fascist system was to be classified as 'totalitarian' is controversial, but it merits the 
careful attention of all students who are interested in the Italian Fascist period and in totalitarianism."

Italian Fascism

This is the original Doctrine of Fascism. This doctrine worked as the basis of the Italian Fascist Party 
and influenced numerous fascist movements and individuals that followed.

The Italian Fascist Party in Power

How successful was Mussolini in creating a force of loyal and committed policemen to defend his regime 
and assist in the creation of a new fascist civilization? How far were the Italian police transformed 
under Mussolini, and how did policemen experience the dictatorship? This book examines Italy’s 
regular police in the context of fascism’s efforts to modernise and establish ideological control over the 
state. Contrasting the regime’s idealised representations with the more humdrum realities of everyday 
practice, the book considers the impact of the dictatorship on the Italian police and their personnel. 
Presenting an inside perspective on fascist repression, it focuses particularly on recruitment, training 
and professionalism in the Interior Ministry Police, as well as officers' ideological orientation, working 
conditions and quality of life. This book will appeal to students and researchers in police history, Italian 
fascism and, more generally, conflict and oppression in the twentieth century.

Benito Mussolini's the Doctrine of Fascism

DIVRecollections of the Italian dictator's public and private life — from his early years as an agitator 
and journalist to the "March on Rome" and his first years in power. /div

Mussolini’s policemen

"For the third edition, De Grand has substantially revised the discussion of culture and ideology, the 
conclusion, and the bibliography."--BOOK JACKET.

My Autobiography

The author brings to life the period in which Italians participated in one of the 20th century's largest, 
most notorious, and ultimately ruinous political experiments--Fascism--under Benito Mussolini and his 
henchmen.

Italian Fascism

Was Mussolini really the power-crazed cynic that many see him as? Was he a true revolutionary? Both 
ruthless and opportunistic, Benito Mussolini was driven by ideology and a desire to make Italy great. 
This survey is key to understanding one of the most fascinating 20th-century European dictators.

Mussolini's Italy

An incisive account of how Mussolini pioneered populism in reaction to Hitler’s rise—and thereby 
reinforced his role as a model for later authoritarian leaders On the tenth anniversary of his rise to 
power in 1932, Benito Mussolini (1883–1945) seemed to many the “good dictator.” He was the first 
totalitarian and the first fascist in modern Europe. But a year later Hitler’s entrance onto the political 
stage signaled a German takeover of the fascist ideology. In this definitive account, eminent historian 
R.J.B. Bosworth charts Mussolini’s leadership in reaction to Hitler. Bosworth shows how Italy’s decline 
in ideological pre-eminence, as well as in military and diplomatic power, led Mussolini to pursue a more 
populist approach: angry and bellicose words at home, violent aggression abroad, and a more extreme 
emphasis on charisma. In his embittered efforts to bolster an increasingly hollow and ruthless regime, 
it was Mussolini, rather than Hitler, who offered the model for all subsequent authoritarians.

Mussolini

In 1945, disguised in German greatcoat and helmet, Mussolini attempted to escape from the advancing 
Allied armies. Unfortunately for him, the convoy of which he was part was stopped by partisans and his 
features, made so familiar by Fascist propaganda, gave him away. Within 24 hours he was executed 
by his captors, joining those he sent early to their graves as an outcome of his tyranny, at least one 



million people. He was one of the tyrant-killers who so scarred interwar Europe, but we cannot properly 
understand him or his regime by any simple equation with Hitler or Stalin. Like them, his life began 
modestly in the provinces; unlike them, he maintained a traditonal male family life, including both wife 
and mistresses, and sought in his way to be an intellectual. He was cruel (though not the cruellist); his 
racism existed, but never without the consistency and vigor that would have made him a good recruit 
for the SS. He sought an empire; but, in the most part, his was of the old-fashioned, costly, nineteenth 
century variety, not a racial or ideological imperium. And, self-evidently Italian society was not German 
or Russian: the particular patterns of that society shaped his dictatorship. Bosworth's Mussolini allows 
us to come closer than ever before to an appreciation of the life and actions of the man and of the 
political world and society within which he operated. With extraordinary skill and vividness, drawing on 
a huge range of sources, this biography paints a picture of brutality and failure, yet one tempered with 
an understanding of Mussolini as a human being, not so different from many of his contemporaries.

Mussolini and the Eclipse of Italian Fascism

This book explores the complex ways in which people lived and worked within the confines of Benito 
Mussolini’s regime in Italy, variously embracing, appropriating, accommodating and avoiding the 
regime’s incursions into everyday life. The contributions highlight the experiences of ordinary Italians 
– midwives and schoolchildren, colonists and soldiers – over the course of the Fascist era, in settings 
ranging from the street to the farm, and from the kitchen to the police station. At the same time, 
this volume also provides a framework for understanding the Italian experience in relation to other 
totalitarian dictatorships in twentieth-century Europe and beyond.

Mussolini

Political scientists generally have been disposed to treat Italian Fascism--if not generic fascism--as an 
idiosyncratic episode in the special history of Europe. James Gregor contends, to the contrary, that 
Italian Fascism has much in common with an inclusive class of developmental revolutionary regimes. 
Originally published in 1980. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology 
to again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton 
University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting 
them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly 
increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton 
University Press since its founding in 1905.

The Politics of Everyday Life in Fascist Italy

Fascism was one of the defining experiences of the European 20th Century. Within it many of the 
economic, political, social and cultural contradictions that had been brewing in the unprecedented 
transformation that European society underwent in the 19th and early 20th century came to a head. 
Mussolini, the man who most fashioned Italian Fascism, dramatically expressed the unease and the 
hopes of his age. To what extent can we compare Mussolini's Italy to Hitler's Germany or Stalin's 
Russia? What legacy has the experience of Fascism left behind in Italy and in Europe? These and 
many more important questions are explored in Finaldi's introduction to one of the most important 
movements of the European 20th Century.

Italian Fascism and Developmental Dictatorship

Roy Domenico describes and evaluates the controversial efforts in Italy to punish Fascists after 
the overthrow of Mussolini in 1943 and the more violent efforts to do so after the liberation of 
German-occupied northern Italy in 1945. He focuses on the trials and bureaucratic purges of Fascists 
and illuminates the political struggles between those who favored the sanctions and those who opposed 
them. According to Domenico, sanctions against Fascists were complicated by a widespread inability 
to define and place blame. Those most likely to be tried, he argues, were symbolic or strategic figures 
who were prominent in the dictatorship or were otherwise closely identified in the public's mind with 
the regime and whose prosecution would make a dramatic impression. The scope of sanctions was 
restricted further by focusing on those who served Mussolini's collaborationist Salo regime and away 
from the Fascists of the 1922-43 dictatorship. The British and Americans were ambivalent about 
prosecuting the Fascists in part, says Domenico, because they did not look upon Italian fascism as 
nearly as objectionable as German nazism. In theory, they wanted the most notorious Fascists to be 
investigated and punished, but in practice, they did not want to create bureaucratic chaos in what was 



left of the weak Italian state or to strengthen the far Left. Further, the outbreak of the civil war in liberated 
Greece in the winter of 1944-45 alarmed many, who feared that civil war might erupt in northern Italy 
as well. Domenico concludes that although Italy dismantled a dictatorship and became a democratic 
republic in the space of three years, the Italian experience nevertheless illustrates the resilience of the 
old order and its tenacity in maintaining influence. Originally published in 1991. A UNC Press Enduring 
Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make available again 
books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are published 
unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers both 
historical and cultural value.

Mussolini and Italian Fascism

This book recounts the life of Benito Mussolini, dictator of Italy during World War II, who used 
intimidation, imprisonment, and murder to hold on to power but was finally executed by his own 
countrymen.

Italian Fascists on Trial, 1943-1948

*Includes pictures *Includes quotes and contemporary accounts *Includes online resources and a 
bibliography for further reading "Democracy is beautiful in theory; in practice it is a fallacy. You in America 
will see that some day." - Mussolini It's easy to forget how young Italy was when Benito Mussolini 
was born on July 29, 1883. It is hard to conceive a territory with such a long and ancient history was 
once young and troubled with constant conflict and instability. Similar to Germany, Italy was unified in 
1861, but contrary to its northern cousin, its previous history was one of separation. Italy had no great 
romantic idea of a "Great Germany," keeping it unified even during the wars between city-states. Benito 
Mussolini was born and raised in a highly volatile environment where ideas already considered extreme 
by most contemporary observers, such as Socialism, would undergo a deep and violent transformation. 
Mussolini would ride that wave to power, and he would hold it for decades as he opportunistically 
tried to strengthen Italy's position and empire. That would lead him to foreign interventions in Africa, 
and eventually an alliance with Nazi Germany's Adolf Hitler, ultimately costing him everything and 
devastating his country throughout World War II. Mussolini's final act was an attempt to flee his fate. 
On April 25, 1945, he was able to move about without German interference as the Allies advanced. 
He wore a German uniform to hide his identity and tried to march north with retreating troops, thinking 
he would find a way to freedom from Germany, but an armed force of partisan troops stopped the 
column on April 27, 1945. Mussolini was immediately identified, captured, and briefly jailed along with 
his lover, Claretta Petacci. There was no great trial waiting for Mussolini and no last moment under the 
spotlight. The partisan troops organized a show trial to give the proceedings some sense of legality, 
and on April 29, 1945, they took Mussolini and Claretta out of jail. The Italian dictator was shot, along 
with his lover, after which their corpses were brought back to Milan's Loreto square and hung by their 
feet. The very next day, Hitler would commit suicide in his bunker in Berlin, and the fighting in Europe 
would finally come to an end a little more than a week later. Benito Mussolini: The Life and Legacy 
of Italy's Fascist Prime Minister profiles one of the 20th century's most notorious leaders. Along with 
pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about Mussolini like never before.

Benito Mussolini

*Includes pictures *Includes a bibliography for further reading It's easy to forget how young Italy was 
when Benito Mussolini was born on July 29, 1883. It is hard to conceive a territory with such a long and 
ancient history was once young and troubled with constant conflict and instability. Similar to Germany, 
Italy was unified in 1861, but contrary to its northern cousin, its previous history was one of separation. 
Italy had no great romantic idea of a "Great Germany," keeping it unified even during the wars between 
city-states. Benito Mussolini was born and raised in a highly volatile environment where ideas already 
considered extreme by most contemporary observers, such as Socialism, would undergo a deep and 
violent transformation. Mussolini would ride that wave to power, and he would hold it for decades 
as he opportunistically tried to strengthen Italy's position and empire. That would lead him to foreign 
interventions in Africa, and eventually an alliance with Nazi Germany's Adolf Hitler, ultimately costing 
him everything and devastating his country throughout World War II. Mussolini's final act was an attempt 
to flee his fate. On April 25, 1945, he was able to move about without German interference as the 
Allies advanced. He wore a German uniform to hide his identity and tried to march north with retreating 
troops, thinking he would find a way to freedom from Germany, but an armed force of partisan troops 



stopped the column on April 27, 1945. Mussolini was immediately identified, captured, and briefly jailed 
along with his lover, Claretta Petacci. There was no great trial waiting for Mussolini and no last moment 
under the spotlight. The partisan troops organized a show trial to give the proceedings some sense of 
legality, and on April 29, 1945, they took Mussolini and Claretta out of jail. The Italian dictator was shot, 
along with his lover, after which their corpses were brought back to Milan's Loreto square and hung 
by their feet. The very next day, Hitler would commit suicide in his bunker in Berlin, and the fighting 
in Europe would finally come to an end a little more than a week later. Born in the last decade of the 
19th century, Francisco Franco was nevertheless synonymous with a number of trends of the 20th. In 
particular, his life was intertwined with the extremist ideologies of the era, in particular fascism and 
communism, and later the Cold War between the West and the communist bloc. In essence, however, 
Franco was a military man. He joined the army as a teenager and made his name as an officer in 
Spain's wars in Africa. When the country cast off its monarchy and declared a Republic in 1931, Franco 
- although relatively restrained politically during the period - stood for order and maintaining the army's 
role in Spanish society. When a group of officers launched a rebellion in July 1936, Franco quickly 
joined the army's uprising and rapidly rose to the top of the nationalist's chain of command. After his 
victory in the Spanish Civil War, Franco used political ideas and ideology as it suited him, though he 
did seem to advocate conservatism, militarism, Catholicism and monarchism. Franco adeptly steered 
Spain through the Second World War and the Cold War without really committing the country to any 
specific engagements, but he still managed to secure support and backing from more powerful allies. 
For the people of Spain, however, Franco was far from the benevolent figurehead he portrayed himself 
to be. Franco's rule was vicious and spiteful, and persecution and oppression were ever present during 
his dictatorship. Franco's Spain was intolerant of dissent, and by the 1970s, the country appeared to 
outsiders to be completely under his control and influence. It seemed likely that his successors would 
continue to rule in his image or, more worryingly, that far left groups would challenge a post-Franco 
autocrat.

Benito Mussolini

"Mussolini as revealed in his political speeches (November 1914-August 1923)" by Benito Mussolini 
(translated by Bernardo barone Quaranta di San Severino). Published by DigiCat. DigiCat publishes 
a wide range of titles that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and 
non-fiction to forgotten�or yet undiscovered gems�of world literature, we issue the books that need to 
be read. Each DigiCat edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability for all 
e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly and accessible to everyone 
in a high-quality digital format.

Mussolini's Enemies

This is the original Doctrine of Fascism. This doctrine worked as the basis of the Italian Fascist Party and 
influenced numerous fascist movements and individuals that followed. "Fascism, the more it considers 
and observes the future and the development of humanity quite apart from political considerations of 
the moment, believes neither in the possibility nor the utility of perpetual peace. It thus repudiates the 
doctrine of Pacifism - born of a renunciation of the struggle and an act of cowardice in the face of 
sacrifice. War alone brings up to its highest tension all human energy and puts the stamp of nobility 
upon the peoples who have courage to meet it." -Mussolini

Benito Mussolini and Francisco Franco

Benito Mussolini was a brilliant Socialist journalist who in 1914 declared war, put himself at the head if 
the anti-Socialist movement in Italy, manoeuvred himself into power by 1933 and ruled the country until 
overthrown in 1943. He was a dynamic but insecure personality, who appeared dictatorial but always 
had to share power with the military and bureaucratic establishment. Mussolini founded an Empire in 
Africa and tried to 'make Italians' in his own heroic, war like image, but in fact failed to even control his 
own family! In June 1940, when France fell, he could not resist joining in the Second World War on the 
German side, although Italy was not equipped for serious fighting. His rule ended in Military disaster 
and personal humiliation. This new biography focuses both on Mussolini's personality and on the way 
he exercised power, and regards these two issues as closely linked. It sees him as a man with all the 
talents needed to attain power but few of those needed to exercise it well. This book primarily focuses 
on how Mussolini had absolutely the wrong personality for a successful political leader.



Mussolini as revealed in his political speeches (November 1914-August 1923)

In this book, Lucia Ceci reconstructs the relationship between the Catholic Church and Fascism, using 
new and previously unstudied sources in the Vatican Archives.

The Doctrine of Fascism

The early twentieth century in Italy was a crucial period in its history. Mussolini and Fascism surveys 
all the important issues and topics of the period including the origins and rise of Fascism, Mussolini 
as Prime Minister and Dictator, the Totalitarian state, foreign policy and the Second World War. It also 
examines how Italian Fascism compared to other inter-war dictatorships.

Mussolini

"On October 1922 Mussolini became head of the Italian government, a situation that would last for 
twenty years. That power was obtained was largely due to the widespread violence perpetrated by 
blackshirts throughout Italy (squadristi). Violence however did not end. Old and new blackshirts played 
a major role in making Italy a fascist country. Contrary to the claims of many scholars that have depicted 
blackshirts after the March on Rome only as troublemakers for Mussolini, the book shows that they 
played a crucial role in establishing a full and totalitarian dictatorship. Squadristi carried out processes of 
fascistisation, crushed opponents and convinced bystanders and dubious people, consolidating fascist 
power in many aspects of social, political and even intimate life. By resorting to new archives, a long 
chronology and a focus on individual perspectives, this book gives voice to the perpetrators of fascist 
violence and offers new insights into the lives of squadristi throughout the dictatorship, outlining their 
beliefs, outlooks and expectations. The book shows that post-1922 squadrismo was not a side effect of 
Fascism's twenty-year history. On the contrary, violence represents one of the essential components 
of any definition of Italian Fascism"--

The Vatican and Mussolini's Italy

Fascist Voices is a fresh and disturbing look at a country in thrall to a charismatic dictator. Tracing 
fascism from its conception to its legacy, Christopher Duggan unpicks why the regime enjoyed so much 
support among the majority of the Italian people. He examines the extraordinary hold the Duce had 
on Italy and how he came to embody fascism. By making use of rarely examined sources, such as 
letters and diaries, newspaper reports, secret police files, popular songs and radio broadcasts, Duggan 
explores how ordinary people experienced fascism on a daily basis; how its ideology influenced politcs, 
religion and everyday life to the extent that Mussolini's legacy still lingers in Italy today. WINNER OF 
THE WOLFSON HISTORY PRIZE

Mussolini and Fascism

Mussolini in myth and memory. Paul Corner looks at the brutal reality of the Italian dictator's fascist 
regime and confronts the nostalgia for dictatorial rule evident today in many European countries. 
Mussolini has rarely been taken seriously as a totalitarian dictator; Hitler and Stalin have always cast too 
long a shadow. But what was a negative judgement on the Duce, considered innocuous and ineffective, 
has begun to work to his advantage. As has occurred with many other European dictators, present-day 
popular memory of Mussolini is increasingly indulgent; in Italy and elsewhere he is remembered as 
a strong, decisive leader and people now speak of the 'many good things' done by the regime. After 
all, it is said, Mussolini was not like 'the others'. Mussolini in Myth and Memory argues against this 
rehabilitation, documenting the inefficiencies, corruption, and violence of a highly repressive regime 
and exploding the myths of Fascist good government. But this short study does not limit itself to setting 
the record straight; it seeks also to answer the question of why there is nostalgia - not only in Italy - for 
dictatorial rule. Linking past history and present memory, Corner's analysis constructs a picture of the 
realities of the Italian regime and examines the more general problem of why, in a moment of evident 
crisis of western democracy, people look for strong leadership and take refuge in the memory of past 
dictatorships. If, in this book, Fascism is placed in its totalitarian context and Mussolini emerges firmly 
in the company of his fellow dictators, the study also shows how a memory of the past, formed through 
reliance on illusion and myth, can affect the politics of the present.

The Blackshirts' Dictatorship



This book analyzes the origins, nature, dynamics, and ruinous end of the Italian and German dictator-
ships. Emphasizing themes of aggression, fighting power, and staying power, it offers a comparative 
overview of the two countries' trajectories from unification in the 1860s to national catastrophe in 
1943-45. It evaluates Mussolini's foreign policy, a subject still inadequately explored and poorly 
understood, and offers a novel and compelling interpretation of the synthesis of Prusso-German military 
tradition and Nazi revolution, which was a key factor in Germany's ability to fight to the bitter end.

Fascist Voices

The author, who lived in Italy until 1938, addresses how Mussolini came to power and how he in his 
position of power delivered himself and the Italian people to their hated ally, Germany.

Mussolini in Myth and Memory

This pioneering book offers the first account of the work of the photographers, both official and 
freelance, who contributed to the forging of Mussolini's image. It departs from the practice of using 
photographs purely for illustration and places them instead at the centre of the analysis. Throughout 
the 1930s photographs of the Italian dictator Benito Mussolini were chosen with much care by the 
regime. They were deployed to highlight those physical traits - the piercing eyes, protruding jaw, shaved 
head - that were meant to evoke the Duce's strength, determination and innate sense of leadership 
in the mind of his contemporaries. The chapters in this volume explore the photographic image in the 
socio-political context of the time and shows how it was a significant contributor to the development of 
Italian mass culture between the two world wars.

Common Destiny

Mussolini's rise to the head of the Italian state, as seen by one of his radical critics.

Mussolini

Benito Mussolini was an Italian politician, teacher, and journalist who wrote for left-wing newspapers. 
He enlisted in the army, rising to the rank of sergeant. In 1922, he organized the "March on Rome," and 
with the support of King Victor Emmanuel III, he took over the cabinet as the Prime Minister of Italy. In 
1925, Mussolini became " Il Duce" (the supreme leader of Italy). Mussolini founded the National Fascist 
Party and became the most representative politician of fascist ideology. In " The Doctrine of Fascism," 
Mussolini synthesizes fascist doctrine and its principles while also pointing out what he considers the 
limitations of other ideologies such as liberalism and socialism.

Photographing Mussolini

Benito Mussolini
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