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Christmas On The Home Front 1939 1945
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Christmas #1940s Christmas celebrations

Delve into the poignant and resilient spirit of Christmas on the Home Front during World War I, from
1939 to 1945. Discover how families maintained festive traditions amidst the challenges of wartime,
exploring unique celebrations and the enduring spirit of the holiday season.

We encourage scholars to reference these dissertations responsibly and ethically.

Thank you for choosing our website as your source of information.
The document Wartime Christmas Experience Ww2 is now available for you to access.
We provide it completely free with no restrictions.

We are committed to offering authentic materials only.
Every item has been carefully selected to ensure reliability.
This way, you can use it confidently for your purposes.

We hope this document will be of great benefit to you.
We look forward to your next visit to our website.
Wishing you continued success.

This document remains one of the most requested materials in digital libraries online.
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Christmas on the Home Front

Drawing upon personal recollections, contemporary Mass Observation reports, newspaper articles and
advertisements, personal and archive photographs, Mike Brown and Carol Harris look at each wartime
Christmas on the British Home Front, from 1939 to 1944.

The Home Front

Great Britain during WWII as shown through photographs and drawn media.

A Wartime Christmas 1939-1945

Here we trace the history of the Second World War through six wartime Christmases, with fascinating
information on how people in Britain, Allied troops at home and British servicemen aboard celebrated
the festive season. This highly illustrated and informative guide explores how people made the most
of trying times, hanging paper chains in air-raid shelters and enriching Christmas cakes with gravy
browning. Through rationing, bad news and good, absences, losses and homecomings, Christmas
cheer bubbled up during these dark years. For many, of course, Christmas proved a sad time, with
reflections on the years of peace gone by, toasting loved ones far away, and thinking of those who
would never come home. But for six years Christmas and the New Year were celebrated with song,
jokes, simple gifts, and the wish that ‘next year the war will be over'.

The Home Front: 1939-1945 in 100 Objects

A colorful catalogue of objects that illustrate what everyday life was like in wartime Britain. A lifesaving
gas mask. A ration book, essential for the supply of food. A shelter stove that kept a family warm
while they huddled in their Anderson shelter. A leaflet dropped by the Luftwaffe that was designed to
intimidate Britain’s populace during the threat of invasion. A civilian identity card over-stamped with
the swastika eagle from the occupied Channel Islands. A rare, previously unpublished, snapshot of
legendary bandleader Glenn Miller playing at a UK air base. A twisted remnant of German V2 rocket
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that went to space and back before exploding over London, the result of equally twisted military science.
Colorful flag bunting that saw the VE celebrations in 1945. These disparate objects and many more
together tell the moving and important story of Britain’s home front during the Second World War. The
ordinary objects featured in this book, supplemented with facts, figures, dates, stories, and statistics,
portray the highs and lows the British people experienced during six years of war—from the deprivations
of rationing and the bombing of the Blitz, to the cheery songs, elegant fashions, and “Dig For Victory”
spirit.

Evacuees

As the last days of peace ebbed away in 1939 and the outbreak of the Second World War appeared
inevitable, a massive exodus took place in Britain: nearly two million civilians, most of them children,
were taken from the cities, industrial towns and ports to the relative safety of the British countryside.
For many of these bewildered children this was the first time away from their families or even their
own home town. But for overseas British nationals evacuacted to the mother country from the Channel
Islands and Gibraltar, the shock of the upheaval was great indeed. Carrying pitifully few belongings,
they had no idea where they were being sent - for many it was the beginning of a great adventure,
for some a nightmare. Mike Brown combines factual narrative with contemporary eyewitness accounts
and oral history extracts to investigate the phenomenon of evacuation in Britain during the Second
World War. lllustrated with a variety of contemporary photographs and ephemera, Evacuees provides
a fascinating, amusing and sometimes disturbing glimpse of how children and adults coped with the
trials and tribulations of evacuation. It will appeal to anyone who is interested in reading about life on
the Home Front during the Second World War, and especially to anyone who was an evacuee.

Outbreak: 1939

11:15 am, 3 September 1939. The nation gathers around their radios to hear Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain make the announcement they have feared for months: Britain is at war with Germany.
Seventy years on from that historic day, this is the definitive history of the build-up to, outbreak and
first few months of World War Two, from the events of early 1939, right through to the first war-time
Christmas. Drawing on the Imperial War Museum's extensive archives, this book will feature the
personal stories of real men and women who lived through the startling events of that year, as well as
those who were actively involved in the political negotiations and their aftermath. Featuring numerous
photographs and the voices of key players, as well as contributions from well-known figures who were
directly affected by the build up to an outbreak of war, this will be a unique document of an extraordinary
year in our history.

A Child's War

When the Second World War broke out in September 1939, it came as no surprise to the children of
Germany: the Nazis had been preparing them for a war ever since they had come to power in 1933.
To British children it was an altogether different matter. Children all over Britain were deeply affected
by the war: many were separated from their parents by evacuation or bereavement; all had to 'make
do and mend' with clothes and toys; and some even died while contributing to the war effort at home.
In this moving and often amusing account, Mike Brown describes what life was like on the Home Front
during the war from a child's point of view. His fully illustrated narrative includes details of evacuation,
rationing, coping with gas masks and air raids, entertainment and the important - and often dangerous
- roles of the Boy Scouts and Girl Guides. This photographic history pays tribute to the generation of
girls and boys who grew up under the shadow of the Second World War.

Women's Experiences of the Second World War

Using a very wide range of detailed sources, the book surveys the many different experiences of women
during the Second World War.

Faces of the Home Front, 1939-1945

Faces of the Home Front presents a fascinating insight into the people, wartime organisations, events,
life and work on the British Home Front during the Second World War. This is the story of ordinary people
in extraordinary times told through an array of previously unpublished rare photographs, illustrations

and ephemera. If you have wondered how Air Raid Wardens, Ambulance crews, Home Guard, Firemen,



Special Constables, Women's Voluntary Service and the Women's Land Army were recruited and
trained, how they were uniformed and what their duties entailed in wartime were, this is the book for you.
Drawing on the authors’ own extensive archives of original photographs, training manuals, documents,
decades of research and interviews with those who were there, there are stories of well-known events
such as the Blitz on London and many other often lesser known events and incidents around the
country, some deeply moving, some harrowing and some that show how the kindness and selfless
bravery of people that helped get Britain through its darkest hours. The combination of images and
stories vividly bring to life the experiences of people in cities, towns and countryside in wartime as
they experienced evacuation, rationing, the black-out and air raids touched the lives of everyone. This
volume is a valuable addition to the bookshelf of any family historian, collector, re-enactor.

The German Home Front

'‘Women of Britain, your country needs you!' Bombers and Mash tells the story of the Second World
War on the domestic front. It takes us from the kitchen to the nursery showing how women managed
without almost everything from potato peelers, cosmetics and prams to food, fuel, transport - and
men. These women coped with rationing, evacuation, separation from families, long hours of work in
factories, hospitals and on the land. Through it all they kept the nation fed on ingeniously nutritious and
economical meals - hundreds of the best, and some of the worst, are included here. In print for over
thirty years, Bombers and Mash is moving, fascinating and full of posters and images from the Second
World War. It is both an illustrated social history and a cookery book offering a remarkable picture of
the deprivation and drama of the women's war.

Bombers and Mash

Endorsed by the Imperial War Museum, this book provides the answers to many questions relating to
the Britain at war experience, by using facsimiles of actual documents and memorabilia from the time:
photos, paintings, propaganda, regulations, and witness accounts.

War on the Home Front

This compilation of WWII-era magazine articles is “a really useful reference guide covering aspects
of life in the 1940s . . . packed with information” (Home Front History). This manual brings together
articles from stylish contemporary magazines of Britain during the World War 1l era, including Britannia
& Eve, the lllustrated Sporting and Dramatic News, and Tatler, on all aspects of life on the home front.
These fascinating articles cover complying with black-out regulations; what to do with the family car;
augmenting rationed foods and turning them into tasty meals; contributing to the war effort by keeping
livestock, salvaging valuable materials, and growing food—all, of course, while remaining fashionable
and keeping up appearances.

The Home Front Pocket Manual, 1939-1945

11:15 am, 3 September 1939. Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain confirms the nation's fears by
announcing that Britain is at war with Germany. Outbreak is the definitive history of the build-up to,
outbreak and first few months of the Second World War. Drawing on the Imperial War Museum's
extensive archives, this book features the personal stories of real men and women who lived through the
startling events of that year, as well as those who were actively involved in the political negotiations and
their aftermath. Featuring numerous photographs and the voices of key players, as well as contributions
from well-known figures who were directly affected by the build up to war, Outbreak is a gripping record
of an extraordinary year in British history.

The Day We Went to War

Based on deep analysis of Mass Observation wartime diaries, Food in Wartime Britain explores the
food experience of the British middle classes in their own words throughout the course of the Second
World War. It reveals that, while the food practices of the population were modified by rationing and food
scarcity, social class and personal circumstances were key dimensions of the wartime food experience
that demand to be taken into account in the historical narrative of the Home Front.

Food in Wartime Britain



No turkey. No fruit to make a decent pudding. No money for presents. Your children away from home to
keep them safe from bombing; your husband, father and brothers off fighting goodness knows where.
How in the world does one celebrate Christmas? That was the situation facing the people of Britain
for six long years during the Second World War. For some of them, Christmas was an ordinary day:
they couldn't afford merrymaking - and had little to be merry about. Others, particularly those with
children, did what little they could. These first-hand reminiscences tell of making crackers with no crack
in them and shouting 'Bang!" when they were pulled; of carol-singing in the blackout, torches carefully
covered so that no passing bombers could see the light, and of the excitement of receiving a comic,
a few nuts and an apple in your Christmas stocking. They recount the resourcefulness that went into
makeshift dinners and hand-made presents, and the generosity of spirit that made having a happy
Christmas possible in appalling conditions. From the family whose dog ate the entire Christmas roast,
leaving them to enjoy 'Spam with all the trimmings', to the exhibition of hand-made toys for children in
a Singapore prison camp, the stories are by turns tragic, poignant and funny. Between them, they paint
an intriguing picture of a world that was in many ways kinder, less self-centred, more stoical than ours.
Even if - or perhaps because - there was a war on.

Christmas at War - True Stories of How Britain Came Together on the Home Front

Front cover -- Copyright -- Contents -- List of lllustrations -- Foreword -- 1 "A Candle Lit in the Darkness"
-- 2 "Absolute Hell" -- 3 "A Great Day with Our Enemies" -- 4 "No War Today" -- 5 "One Day of Peace at
the Front" -- 6 "That Unique and Weird Christmas" -- 7 The Curious Christmas Truce" -- 8 "The Famous
Christmas Truce" -- 9 "The Legendary Christmas Truce" -- 10 "Memories of Christmas 1914 Persist" --
11 "It Was Peace That Won" -- Acknowledgments -- Notes -- Bibliography -- Permissions -- Index.

The Christmas Truce

As Americans geared up for World War Il, each state responded according to its economy and
circumstances—as well as the disposition of its citizens. This book considers the war years in lowa by
looking at activity on different home fronts and analyzing the resilience of lowans in answering the call
to support the war effort. With its location in the center of the country, far from potentially threatened
coasts, lowa was also the center of American isolationism—nhistorically Republican and resistant to
involvement in another European war. Yet lowans were quick to step up, and Lisa Ossian draws on
historical archives as well as on artifacts of popular culture to record the rhetoric and emotion of their
support. Ossian shows how lowans quickly moved from skepticism to overwhelming enthusiasm for the
war and answered the call on four fronts: farms, factories, communities, and kitchens. lowa’s farmers
faced labor and machinery shortages, yet produced record amounts of crops and animals—even at the
expense of valuable topsoil. Ordnance plants turned out bombs and machine gun bullets. Meanwhile,
communities supported war bond and scrap drives, while housewives coped with rationing, raised
Victory gardens, and turned to home canning. The Home Fronts of lowa, 1939-1945 depicts real people
and their concerns, showing the price paid in physical and mental exhaustion and notes the heavy toll
exacted on lowa’s sons who fell in battle. Ossian also considers the relevance of such issues as race,
class, and gender—particularly the role of women on the home front and the recruitment of both women
and blacks for factory work—taking into account a prevalent suspicion of ethnic groups by the state’s
largely homogeneous population. The fact that lowans could become loyal citizen soldiers—forming
an Industrial and Defense Commission even before Pearl Harbor—speaks not only to the patriotism of
these sturdy midwesterners but also to the overall resilience of Americans. In unraveling how lowans
could so overwhelmingly support the war, Ossian digs deep into history to show us the power of
emotion—and to help us better understand why World War Il is consistently remembered as “the Good
War.”

The Home Fronts of lowa, 1939-1945

Spirited Henrietta wishes she was the kind of doctor's wife who knew exactly how to deal with the daily
upheavals of war. But then, everyone in her close-knit Devonshire village seems to find different ways
to cope: there's the indomitable Lady B, who writes to Hitler every night to tell him precisely what she
thinks of him; the terrifyingly efficient Mrs Savernack, who relishes the opportunity to sit on umpteen
committees and boss everyone around; flighty, flirtatious Faith who is utterly preoccupied with the latest
hats and flashing her shapely legs; and then there's Charles, Henrietta's hard-working husband who
manages to sleep through a bomb landing in their neighbour's garden. With life turned upside down



under the shadow of war, Henrietta chronicles the dramas, squabbles and loyal friendships that unfold
in her affectionate letters to her 'dear childhood friend' Robert.

Henrietta's War

Life in the average home under the shadow of war

The Wartime House

America is ready to remember and honor the men and women who courageously served the nation
during World War II. To celebrate those brave souls and their families, and the spirit that carried them
through our nation's darkest days, the Library of Congress has created a magnificent gift book. Themed
around memories of Christmas during the war,!'ll Be Home for Christmasis a unique and handsomely
packaged collection of poignant stories, correspondence, more than 100 photographs and illustrations,
and diary excerpts from those who went off to war and those who kept the home fires burning. One of
the key events that shaped the twentieth century, World War Il left an indelible mark on mankind. All
too often overlooked in the shadow of official accounts and the sheer volume of documentation of the
war are the millions of individual stories and experiences of those who served in the war and of the
loved ones who waited for them to come home. Never were the personal sacrifices made both here
and abroad more heartfelt than at that special time for family that is Christmas. Now the Library of
Congress has opened its treasure trove of more than 110 million items (maps, photographs, drawings,
recordings, rare books, published and unpublished writings, music, and motion pictures) to craft the
perfect gift for anyone interested in World War 1l. With more than 100 beautiful photographs, cartoons,
and illustrations,I'll Be Home for Christmascaptures in brilliant relief how the worst of times can bring
out the best in humankind.

I'll Be Home for Christmas

A transnational history of how Indigenous peoples mobilised en masse to support the war effort on the
battlefields and the home fronts.

Indigenous Peoples and the Second World War

Foreword by Geoffrey Blainey, afterword by Joan Kirner.

Our Home Front, 1939-45

As in the Great War, Reading in the Second World War was a town permanently in a state of flux. So
close to London, so easily pinpointed by its proximity to the Thames, with railway lines converging
near the town centre and with much of the town'’s industry geared up to essential war work, it was an
obvious target for the German Luftwaffe when the war broke out. Knowing this, the council had set up
an efficient Civil Defence system aided by government finance. Fortunately for the citizens, although
they were bombed on many occasions, only one raid had any significant impact. The book covers the
daily life of a town ready for the worst, but one that continued with its daily life and just got on with its
efforts to aid the war effort. The book is profusely illustrated with photographs, illustrations and human
interest stories. Much of the material used has not been seen since the war so it provides a valuable
and unique insight into daily life of the town.



Reading at War 1939-45

Few could believe that within twenty years of the war to end all wars being won the world was once
again at war. Veterans of the Great War feared going through the same thing again and, even worse,
many knew that this time their children would also be involved in the fighting. What had all the sacrifice
been about? Cambridgeshire, the city of Cambridge and the University of Cambridge were badly hit
by the Great War with many lives lost, families ripped apart and a way of life that had changed forever.
Building and economic recovery had been hindered by the Great Depression. The county was not ready
to face another war nor for the problems of warfare in the air. Yet somehow the county, the city and the
university all found the strength to unite against the enemy once more and ensure that Germany would
never win the war. The book chronicles life on the Home Front during the Second World War, which
itself reached into every home and affected every citizen, changing the life and the face of the county.
It is also a timely reminder of the difficulties, hardships, restrictions and morale faced by the city as the
war dragged on, and how the local community overcame the odds that were stacked against them.

Cambridgeshire at War 1939-45

By December 1914, it had become clear to even the most optimistic observer that the war would not be
over by Christmas. That month brought the first enemy inflicted deaths on the home front, when German
warships bombarded three north-east coastal towns; meanwhile, the recently invented aeroplane was
being put to fearsome use in raids over the south east. In Europe, Mons, the Marne and Ypres had given
a taste of the devastating power of modern warfare — a reality to which troops in the trenches on both
sides tried to turn a blind eye in the famous Christmas truce. This book uses contemporary newspapers
and magazines, diaries and other records to present a comprehensive image of this extraordinary
Christmas, both at home and abroad.

Christmas 1914

Chronicles America's involvement in World War 1l, the country's tranformation from an isolationist
republic to a world leader, and how Americans lived through those years

Journey Towards Christmas

Life in a wartime house

America at War

December 1942 saw the bloodiest Christmas in the history of mankind. From the islands in the Pacific
to the China front, from the trenches in Russia to the battlelines in North Africa, in the skies over Europe
and in the depths of the Atlantic, men were killing each other in greater numbers than ever before. The
Holocaust continued, and innocent civilians were murdered by the thousands throughout the evil Nazi
empire, even as the perpetrators celebrated the birth of Christ. At the same time as the slaughter
continued unabatedly, throughout the world there were random acts of kindness, born out of an
instinctive feeling of the essential brotherhood of man. These gestures also straddled religious barriers
and sometimes included those of non-Christian faiths. Even some Japanese, otherwise embarked on
a self declared crusade against the West, relented for a few precious hours in acknowledgment of the
holiday. At the same time, Christmas 1942 saw the injunction of “good will to man” distorted in ugly and
callous ways. At Auschwitz, SS guards played cruel games with their prisoners. In Berlin, the German
heart of darkness, Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels spent time with his family while still buried
in feverish fantasies about the Jewish world conspiracy. Christmas 1942 saw the entire range of man’s
conduct towards his fellow man, reflecting the extremes of behavior, good and bad, that World War Two
gave rise to. The way the holiday was marked around the world tells a deeper and more universal story
of the human condition in extraordinary times.

Life in a Wartime House: 1939-1945

Barawling Australians, Polish pilots burning to avenge themselves on Germany for the invasion of their
country, the German officer who drowned while trying to escape from a South Tyne PoW camp, and the
pub landlady who watered down her gin in order, she claimed, to prevent naive Land Army girls getting
drunk it was all part of life in Tynedale as the district went to war for the second time in twenty-five

years.Although well away from the battlegrounds of Europe, Tynedale did not escape the ravages of the



Second World War. The rolling moorlands of the heart of Northumberland are still pitted with dozens of
craters, where both Allied and Axis aircraft crashed in flames, and there were tragedies on the Home
Front too.At remote Coanwood, twenty-four men were left dead or seriously injured when a training
exercise went badly wrong, and an exploding ammunition train at Hexham railway station left three men
dead. Even before the conflict began, founder of the British Union of Fascists Sir Oswald Mosley and
the hated Nazi propaganda broadcaster, William Joyce better known as Lord Haw Haw both came to
the heart of Northumberland to preach the Fascist gospel in Hexham.This book deals with the everyday
impact of six years of war on the district, from the arrival of gravely wounded soldiers from Dunkirk at
Hexham Emergency Hospital, through to dealing with thousands of often louse-ridden evacuees from
industrial Tyneside, the heroics of local servicemen and the antics of the Home Guard.

The Home Front

What really happened on the Australian home front during the Second World War? For the people of
Melbourne these were years of social dislocation and increased government interference in all aspects
of daily life. On the Home Front is the story of their work, leisure, relationships and their fears—for by
1942 the city was pitted with air raid trenches, and in the half-light of the brownout Melburnians awaited
a Japanese invasion. As women left the home to replace men in factories and offices, the traditional
roles of mothers and wives were challenged. The presence of thousands of American soldiers in
Melbourne raised new questions about Australian nationalism and identity, and the 'carnival spirit' of
many on the home front created anxiety about the issues of drunkenness, gambling and sexuality. Kate
Darian-Smith's classic and evocative study of Melbourne in wartime draws upon the memories of men
and women who lived through those turbulent years when society grappled with the tensions between
a restrictive government and new opportunities for social and sexual freedoms.

The Darkest Christmas

A lively social history of popular wartime songs and how they helped America's home front morale.

Tynedale at War, 1939-1945

A detailed work of reference and scholarship, this one volume Encyclopedia includes discussions of all
the fundamental issues in Tolkien scholarship written by the leading scholars in the field. Coverage not
only presents the most recent scholarship on J.R.R. Tolkien, but also introduces and explores the author
and scholar's life and work within their historical and cultural contexts. Tolkien's fiction and his sources of
influence are examined along with his artistic and academic achievements - including his translations of
medieval texts - teaching posts, linguistic works, and the languages he created. The 550 alphabetically
arranged entries fall within the following categories of topics: adaptations art and illustrations characters
in Tolkien's work critical history and scholarship influence of Tolkien languages biography literary
sources literature creatures and peoples of Middle-earth objects in Tolkien's work places in Tolkien's
work reception of Tolkien medieval scholars scholarship by Tolkien medieval literature stylistic elements
themes in Tolkien's works theological/ philosophical concepts and philosophers Tolkien's contemporary
history and culture works of literature

On the Home Front

Civil Defence was a grouping of civilian emergency services that included the National Fire Service, the
police and a whole range of support services that were part of Air Raid Precautions (more commonly
referred to as the ARP). Collectively they played a vital role in providing a controlled response to the
effects of German bombing raids on British cities. The ARP was managed by report and control staff,
incident officers and messenger services. Casualties were dealt with by the Medical Officer of Health
staff via casualty clearing zones and depots. The ARP services that were actually on the front line down
among the exploding bombs and collapsing buildings included the wardens, rescue services, first aid
and stretcher parties, gas identification and decontamination services, roof spotters, fire watchers and
fire guards.

The Songs that Fought the War

Describes the everyday life in Britain during the Second World War, from rationing to evacuation

J.R.R. Tolkien Encyclopedia



Few could believe that within twenty years of the war to end all wars being won the world was once
again at war. Veterans of the Great War feared going through the same thing again and, even worse,
many knew that this time their children would also be involved in the fighting. What had all the sacrifice
been about? Cambridgeshire, the city of Cambridge and the University of Cambridge were badly hit
by the Great War with many lives lost, families ripped apart and a way of life that had changed forever.
Building and economic recovery had been hindered by the Great Depression. The county was not ready
to face another war nor for the problems of warfare in the air. Yet somehow the county, the city and the
university all found the strength to unite against the enemy once more and ensure that Germany would
never win the war. The book chronicles life on the Home Front during the Second World War, which
itself reached into every home and affected every citizen, changing the life and the face of the county.
It is also a timely reminder of the difficulties, hardships, restrictions and morale faced by the city as the
war dragged on, and how the local community overcame the odds that were stacked against them.

Put that Light Out!

Home defense; threat of war; bombings; nuclear fall-out. The way it was: a selection from daily life during
World War 11.

The Home Front

The start of a gripping WWII series by bestselling author Fenella J. Miller As war rages, Barbara Sinclair
is desperate to escape her unhappy home life. And with the threat of German bombs ever present,
Barbara reluctantly agrees to marry John, her childhood friend, who is leaving to join the RAF. But an
encounter with Alex Everton, a dashing Spitfire pilot, complicates matters for Barbara. With emotions
running high, she begins to question whether she has made a terrible mistake. With the constant threat
of death all around her, Barbara must try to find a way to deal with the complexities of her difficult home
life and her emotional relationships, too. Has Barbara made the right choice and will she find her own
place in a time of great upheaval? Praise for Fenella J. Miller: 'Engaging characters and setting which
whisks you back to the home front of wartime Britain. A great start to what promises to be a fabulous
series.' Jean Fullerton Please note: This book was previously published as Barbara's War

Cambridgeshire at War 1939-45

Life on the Home Front
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