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Explore the profound and often overlooked struggles of Abraham Lincoln with melancholy and depres-
sion. This piece delves into how these deep-seated emotional challenges impacted his presidency, 
leadership, and personal life, revealing the immense resilience required to navigate national crisis while 
battling internal despair.
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Lincoln's Melancholy

A reassessment of the life of Abraham Lincoln argues that America's sixteenth president suffered from 
depression and explains how Lincoln used the coping strategies he had developed to face the crises 
of the Civil War and personal tragedy.

Lincoln's Melancholy

A nuanced psychological portrait of Abraham Lincoln that finds his legendary political strengths rooted 
in his most personal struggles. Giving shape to the deep depression that pervaded Lincoln's adult life, 
Joshua Wolf Shenk’s Lincoln’s Melancholy reveals how this illness influenced both the President’s char-
acter and his leadership. Mired in personal suffering as a young man, Lincoln forged a hard path toward 
mental health. Shenk draws on seven years of research from historical record, interviews with Lincoln 
scholars, and contemporary research on depression to understand the nature of Lincoln’s unhappiness. 
In the process, Shenk discovers that the President’s coping strategies—among them, a rich sense 
of humor and a tendency toward quiet reflection—ultimately helped him to lead the nation through 
its greatest turmoil. A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice SELECTED AS A BEST BOOK 
OF THE YEAR: Washington Post Book World, Atlanta Journal-Constituion, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette As Featured on the History Channel documentary Lincoln “Fresh, fascinating, 
provocative.”—Sanford D. Horwitt, San Francisco Chronicle “Some extremely beautiful prose and fine 
political rhetoric and leaves one feeling close to Lincoln, a considerable accomplishment.”—Andrew 
Solomon, New York Magazine “A profoundly human and psychologically important examination of the 
melancholy that so pervaded Lincoln's life.”—Kay Redfield Jamison, Ph.D., author of An Unquiet Mind
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Lincoln's Sense of Humor

"Abraham Lincoln was the first president consistently to make storytelling and laughter tools of office. 
This book shows how his uses of humor evolved to fit changing personal circumstances, and explores 
its versatility, range of expressions, and multiple sources"--

Lincoln's Battle with God

Join New York Times bestselling author Stephen Mansfield as he dives into the incredible story of 
Abraham Lincoln's spiritual life and draws from it a deeper meaning that's sure to inspire us all. Abraham 
Lincoln is, undoubtedly, among the most beloved of all U.S. presidents. He helped to abolish slavery, 
gave the world some of its most memorable speeches, and redefined the meaning of America. He did 
all of this with endless wisdom, compassion, and wit. Yet, throughout his life, Lincoln fought with God. 
In his early years in Illinois, he rejected even the existence of God and became the village atheist. 
In time, this changed but still, he wrestled with the truth of the Bible, preachers, doctrines, the will of 
God, the providence of God, and then, finally, God's purposes in the Civil War. Still, on the day he was 
shot, Lincoln said he longed to go to Jerusalem to walk in the Savior's steps. In this thrilling journey 
through a largely unknown part of American history, Mansfield traces Lincoln's exploring: Lincoln's 
lifelong spiritual journey The ways that Lincoln's faith shaped his presidency and beyond How Lincoln's 
struggle with faith can inspire modern believers Let Lincoln's Battle with God show you Lincoln's life 
and legacy in a brand new light.

A First-Rate Madness

The New York Times bestseller “A glistening psychological history, faceted largely by the biographies of 
eight famous leaders . . .” —The Boston Globe “A provocative thesis . . . Ghaemi’s book deserves high 
marks for original thinking.” —The Washington Post “Provocative, fascinating.” —Salon.com Historians 
have long puzzled over the apparent mental instability of great and terrible leaders alike: Napoleon, 
Lincoln, Churchill, Hitler, and others. In A First-Rate Madness, Nassir Ghaemi, director of the Mood 
Disorders Program at Tufts Medical Center, offers a myth-shattering exploration of the powerful 
connections between mental illness and leadership and sets forth a controversial, compelling thesis: 
The very qualities that mark those with mood disorders also make for the best leaders in times of crisis. 
From the importance of Lincoln's "depressive realism" to the lackluster leadership of exceedingly sane 
men as Neville Chamberlain, A First-Rate Madness overturns many of our most cherished perceptions 
about greatness and the mind.

The Hypo

The debut graphic novel from Noah Van Sciver follows the twentysomething Abraham Lincoln as he 
loses everything, long before becoming our most beloved president. Lincoln is a rising Whig in the 
state’s legislature as he arrives in Springfield, IL to practice law. With all of his possessions under his 
arms in two saddlebags, he is quickly given a place to stay by a womanizing young bachelor who 
becomes his friend and close confidant. Lincoln builds a life and begins friendships with the town’s top 
lawyers and politicians. He attends elegant dances and meets an independent-minded young woman 
from a high-society Kentucky family, and after a brisk courtship, becomes engaged. But, as time passes 
and uncertainty creeps in, young Lincoln is forced to battle a dark cloud of depression brought on by 
a chain of defeats and failures culminating into a nervous breakdown that threatens his life and sanity.

How Sadness Survived

Drawing on evolutionary psychology to argue that depression has a useful function, this book offers 
insight into the true nature of depression, its causes, consequences and possible benefits. It is 
fully referenced, with definitions for technical terms, and tables, illustrations and diagrams to aid 
comprehension.

Lincoln in American Memory

Lincoln's death, like his life, was an event of epic proportions. When the president was struck down 
at his moment of triumph, writes Merrill Peterson, "sorrow--indescribable sorrow" swept the nation. 
After lying in state in Washington, Lincoln's body was carried by a special funeral train to Springfield, 
Illinois, stopping in major cities along the way; perhaps a million people viewed the remains as memorial 



orations rang out and the world chorused its sincere condolences. It was the apotheosis of the martyred 
President--the beginning of the transformation of a man into a mythic hero. In Lincoln in American 
Memory, historian Merrill Peterson provides a fascinating history of Lincoln's place in the American 
imagination from the hour of his death to the present. In tracing the changing image of Lincoln through 
time, this wide-ranging account offers insight into the evolution and struggles of American politics and 
society--and into the character of Lincoln himself. Westerners, Easterners, even Southerners were 
caught up in the idealization of the late President, reshaping his memory and laying claim to his 
mantle, as his widow, son, memorial builders, and memorabilia collectors fought over his visible legacy. 
Peterson also looks at the complex responses of blacks to the memory of Lincoln, as they moved from 
exultation at the end of slavery to the harsh reality of free life amid deep poverty and segregation; at 
more than one memorial event for the great emancipator, the author notes, blacks were excluded. He 
makes an engaging examination of the flood of reminiscences and biographies, from Lincoln's old law 
partner William H. Herndon to Carl Sandburg and beyond. Serious historians were late in coming to 
the topic; for decades the myth-makers sought to shape the image of the hero President to suit their 
own agendas. He was made a voice of prohibition, a saloon-keeper, an infidel, a devout Christian, the 
first Bull Moose Progressive, a military blunderer and (after the First World War) a military genius, a 
white supremacist (according to D.W. Griffith and other Southern admirers), and a touchstone for the 
civil rights movement. Through it all, Peterson traces five principal images of Lincoln: the savior of the 
Union, the great emancipator, man of the people, first American, and self-made man. In identifying 
these archetypes, he tells us much not only of Lincoln but of our own identity as a people.

Abraham Lincoln

This biography of the sixteenth president explores Lincoln's life and political career along with insights 
into his philosophy, religious views, and moral character.

Crisis of the House Divided

This definitive analysis of the Lincoln-Douglas debates is “one of the most influential works of American 
history and political philosophy ever published (National Review). In Crisis of the House Divided, noted 
conservative scholar and historian Harry V. Jaffa illuminates the political principles that guided Abraham 
Lincoln from his reentry into politics in 1854 through his Senate campaign against Stephen Douglas 
in 1858. Through critical analysis of the Lincoln-Douglas debates, Jaffa demonstrates that Lincoln’s 
political career was grounded in his commitment to constitutionalism, the rule of law, and abolition. A 
landmark work of American history, it “has shaped the thought of a generation of Abraham Lincoln 
and Civil War scholars." To mark the fiftieth anniversary of the original publication, Jaffa has provided 
a new introduction (Civil War History). "A searching and provocative analysis of the issues confronted 
and the ideas expounded in the great debates…A book which displays such learning and insight that 
it cannot fail to excite the admiration even of scholars who disagree with its major arguments and 
conclusions."—D. E. Fehrenbacher, American Historical Review

Within Our Reach

In Within Our Reach: Ending the Mental Health Crisis, Rosalynn Carter and coauthors Susan K. Golant 
and Kathryn E. Cade render an insightful, unsparing assessment of the state of mental health. Mrs. 
Carter has been deeply invested in this issue since her husband's gubernatorial campaign when she 
saw firsthand the horrific, dehumanizing treatment of people with mental illnesses. Using stories from 
her 35 years of advocacy to springboard into a discussion of the larger issues at hand, Carter crafts 
an intimate and powerful account of a subject previously shrouded in stigma and shadow, surveying 
the dimensions of an issue that has affected us all. She describes a system that continues to fail those 
in need, even though recent scientific breakthroughs with mental illness have potential to help most 
people lead more normal lives. Within Our Reach is a seminal, searing, and ultimately optimistic look 
at how far we've come since Carter's days on the campaign trail and how far we have yet to go.

The Life of Abraham Lincoln

Om manio-depression og Virginaia Woolfs liv

Virginia Woolf



In 2005, historian Jason Emerson discovered a steamer trunk formerly owned by Robert Todd Lincoln's 
lawyer and stowed in an attic for forty years. The trunk contained a rare find: twenty-five letters pertaining 
to Mary Todd Lincoln's life and insanity case, letters assumed long destroyed by the Lincoln family. 
Mary wrote twenty of the letters herself, more than half from the insane asylum to which her son 
Robert had her committed, and many in the months and years after. The Madness of Mary Lincoln 
is the first examination of Mary Lincoln’s mental illness based on the lost letters, and the first new 
interpretation of the insanity case in twenty years. This compelling story of the purported insanity of one 
of America’s most tragic first ladies provides new and previously unpublished materials, including the 
psychiatric diagnosis of Mary’s mental illness and her lost will. Emerson charts Mary Lincoln’s mental 
illness throughout her life and describes how a predisposition to psychiatric illness and a life of mental 
and emotional trauma led to her commitment to the asylum. The first to state unequivocally that Mary 
Lincoln suffered from bipolar disorder, Emerson offers a psychiatric perspective on the insanity case 
based on consultations with psychiatrist experts. This book reveals Abraham Lincoln’s understanding 
of his wife’s mental illness and the degree to which he helped keep her stable. It also traces Mary’s life 
after her husband’s assassination, including her severe depression and physical ailments, the harsh 
public criticism she endured, the Old Clothes Scandal, and the death of her son Tad. The Madness of 
Mary Lincoln is the story not only of Mary, but also of Robert. It details how he dealt with his mother’s 
increasing irrationality and why it embarrassed his Victorian sensibilities; it explains the reasons he had 
his mother committed, his response to her suicide attempt, and her plot to murder him. It also shows 
why and how he ultimately agreed to her release from the asylum eight months early, and what their 
relationship was like until Mary’s death. This historical page-turner provides readers for the first time 
with the lost letters that historians had been in search of for eighty years. Univeristy Press Books for 
Public and Secondary Schools 2013 edition

The Madness of Mary Lincoln

A collection of writings includes images of a variety of handwritten speeches, letters, and childhood 
notebooks, accompanied by commentary by James M. McPherson, Ken Burns, Doris Kearns Goodwin, 
John Updike, Toni Morrison, and other notables.

In Lincoln's Hand

For nearly three years, Walt Whitman immersed himself in the devastation of the Civil War, tending to 
thousands of wounded soldiers and recording his experiences with an immediacy and compassion 
unequaled in wartime literature anywhere in the world. In The Better Angel, acclaimed biographer Roy 
Morris, Jr. gives us the fullest account of Whitman's profoundly transformative Civil War years and 
an historically invaluable examination of the Union's treatment of its sick and wounded. Whitman was 
mired in depression as the war began, subsisting on journalistic hackwork, his "great career" as a poet 
apparently stalled. But when news came that his brother George had been wounded at Fredericksburg, 
Whitman rushed south to find him. Deeply affected by his first view of the war's casualties, he began 
visiting the camp's wounded and found his calling for the duration of the war. Three years later, he 
emerged as the war's "most unlikely hero," a living symbol of American democratic ideals of sharing and 
brotherhood. Brilliantly researched and beautifully written, The Better Angel explores a side of Whitman 
not fully examined before, one that greatly enriches our understanding of his later poetry. Moreover, it 
gives us a vivid and unforgettable portrait of the "other army"--the legions of sick and wounded soldiers 
who are usually left in the shadowy background of Civil War history--seen here through the unflinching 
eyes of America's greatest poet.

The Better Angel

Follows the advance of western medicine from ancient Greece, through the contributions of the great 
Islamic physicians, to modern day miracles such as antibiotics, CAT scans and organ transplants. 
Highlighting the great medical discoveries, contributors cover such topics as the relationship in the Re-
naissance between medicine and art, the tension between the church and an increasingly secularized 
medical professional class, epidemics and the geography of disease, and changing attitudes towards 
childbirth, mental disease, and the doctor-patient relationship. c. Book News Inc.

Western Medicine

Here, from the author of the acclaimed book The Class of 1846, is the dramatic story of what may have 
been the most critical election campaign in American history. Taking place in the midst of the Civil 



War, the election of 1864 would determine the very future of the nation. Would the country be unified 
or permanently divided? Would slavery continue? Weaving rich anecdotal material into a fast-paced 
narrative, John C. Waugh places this pivotal election in its historical context while evoking its human 
drama. The men and women who figured in this epic campaign—most notably Lincoln himself—emerge 
with all their strengths, weaknesses, and idiosyncrasies. "It's an inherently dramatic story, and one that 
has been told before. But never quite so well as by John C. Waugh, [who] brings to his task the keen 
eye for detail and scene-setting that one would expect from a career reporter," said the Wall Street 
Journal. Drawing on an extensive array of sources, including published and unpublished reminiscences, 
memoirs, autobiographies, letters, newspapers, and periodicals, Waugh re-creates that fateful year with 
all the immediacy of a political reporter covering a national presidential election today.

Reelecting Lincoln

In the tradition of Wills's "Lincoln at Gettysburg, Lincoln's Greatest Speech" combines impeccable 
scholarship and lively, engaging writing to reveal the full meaning of one of the greatest speeches in 
the nation's history.

Lincoln's Greatest Speech

“The standard one-volume biography of Lincoln.” —Washington Post “Certainly the most objective 
biography of Lincoln ever written.” —David Herbert Donald, New York Times Book Review The definitive 
life of Abraham Lincoln, With Malice Toward None is historian Stephen B. Oates's acclaimed and 
enthralling portrait of America's greatest leader. In this award-winning biography, Lincoln steps forward 
out of the shadow of myth as a recognizable, fully drawn American whose remarkable life continues 
to inspire and inform us today. Oates masterfully charts, with the pacing of a novel, Lincoln's rise from 
bitter poverty in America's midwestern frontier to become a self-made success in business, law, and 
regional politics. The second half of this riveting work examines his legendary leadership on the national 
stage as president during one of the country's most tumultuous and bloody periods, the Civil War years, 
which concluded tragically with Lincoln's assassination.

With Malice Toward None

A curator and essayist surveys the inner workings of creative duos, from John Lennon and Paul 
McCartney to Marie and Pierre Curie to Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak, and describes how their 
creative techniques can be adapted and used in everyday life. 50,000 first printing.

Powers of Two

Lincoln is the cornerstone of Gore Vidal's fictional American chronicle, which includes Burr, 1876, 
Washington, D.C., Empire, and Hollywood. It opens early on a frozen winter morning in 1861, when 
President-elect Abraham Lincoln slips into Washington, flanked by two bodyguards. The future pres-
ident is in disguise, for there is talk of a plot to murder him. During the next four years there will 
be numerous plots to murder this man who has sworn to unite a disintegrating nation. Isolated in 
a ramshackle White House in the center of a proslavery city, Lincoln presides over a fragmenting 
government as Lee's armies beat at the gates. In this profoundly moving novel, a work of epic 
proportions and intense human sympathy, Lincoln is observed by his loved ones and his rivals. The cast 
of characters is almost Dickensian: politicians, generals, White House aides, newspapermen, Northern 
and Southern conspirators, amiably evil bankers, and a wife slowly going mad. Vidal's portrait of the 
president is at once intimate and monumental, stark and complex, drawn with the wit, grace, and 
authority of one of the great historical novelists. With a new Introduction by the author.

Lincoln

An "account of the beliefs that inspired our sixteenth president to go to war when the Southern states 
seceded from the Union. Rather than a commitment to eradicating slavery or a defense of the Union, 
they argue, Lincoln's guiding principle was the defense of equal economic opportunity"--



A Just and Generous Nation

Examines the life and career of the sixteenth president, explaining the achievements for which Lincoln 
is still held in such esteem while evaluating his failures and his transformation of the Civil War from a 
political dispute to a moral crusade.

Abraham Lincoln

"The American Civil War rages while President Lincoln's beloved eleven-year-old son lies gravely ill. 
In a matter of days, Willie dies and is laid to rest in a Georgetown cemetery. Newspapers report that 
a grief-stricken Lincoln returns to the crypt several times alone to hold his boy's body. From this seed 
of historical truth, George Saunders spins an unforgettable story of familial love and loss that breaks 
free of realism, entering a thrilling, supernatural domain both hilarious and terrifying. Willie Lincoln 
finds himself trapped in a transitional realm - called, in Tibetan tradition, the bardo - and as ghosts 
mingle, squabble, gripe, and commiserate, and stony tendrils creep towards the boy, a monumental 
struggle erupts over young Willie's soul. Unfolding over a single night, 'Lincoln in the Bardo' is written 
with George Saunders' inimitable humour, pathos, and grace." --Cover.

Lincoln in the Bardo

" . . . [The] paperback edition of Professor Fehrenbacher's study, first published in 1962, of Lincoln 
in the 1850s is a welcome reminder of what can be achieved by a fresh and searching investigation 
of often-asked questions. . . . The book is lucidly and soberly written, and full of carefully considered 
argument. It is one more major contribution to the work of putting the slavery issue back where it 
has always belonged--at the very centre--of any discussion of the origins of the Civil War."--Journal of 
American Studies "This is a brilliant book. With thorough research . . . and a fresh point of view, we 
have a study that will shape Lincoln scholarship for many years."--The Journal of Southern History 
"To say that âe~this is just another Lincoln book' would be to demean a significant contribution with a 
well-worn cliche. This is an outstanding book; we need more like it."--The American Historical Review 
"American historians generally, and Lincoln collectors and scholars particularly, would do well to add 
to their own pleasure and knowledge by reading this book, one of the finest pieces of Lincolniana 
yet written."--The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography "This fascinating volume deserves 
a wide audience."--Mid-America "Enjoyable reading for the general reader, student, and scholar of 
Lincoln literature."--The Booklist "This is a Lincoln book which belongs in every library and Lincoln 
collection."--Lincoln Herald "Masterly little book."--The Times Literary Supplement "It is refreshing to 
discover once again that a book does not have to be ponderous to be significant. . . . Fehrenbacher has 
added quantitatively to our knowledge, but more especially to our understanding, of this exciting and 
fateful period in American history. . . . One of the finest contributions to Illinois history to appear in a long, 
long time."--Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society "Professor Fehrenbacher has demonstrated 
that subjects even as fully studied as the Lincoln theme can still benefit from diligent and judicious 
contemplation."--Civil War History

Prelude to Greatness

Recent research findings have led to a paradigmatic shift in our conceptualization of chronic depres-
sions, ushering in a new era of optimism about their clinical management. This volume documents 
the ongoing transformation of theory and practice--from art into science--in this critical field. Bringing 
together leading international experts in psychiatry and psychology, the book reviews what is cur-
rently known about the nature and classification of specified chronic depressive subtypes. With vital 
implications for the pharmacologic treatment of a range of disorders that were historically believed to 
be beyond the reach of somatotherapy, the book also considers psychotherapeutic issues and raises 
numerous compelling questions for future investigation.

Dysthymia and the Spectrum of Chronic Depressions

Beginning with the argument that the Emancipation Proclamation did not actually free African American 
slaves, this dissenting view of Lincoln's greatness surveys the president's policies, speeches, and 
private utterances and concludes that he had little real interest in abolition. Pointing to Lincoln's support 
for the fugitive slave laws, his friendship with slave-owning senator Henry Clay, and conversations in 
which he entertained the idea of deporting slaves in order to create an all-white nation, the book, 



concludes that the president was a racist at heart--and that the tragedies of Reconstruction and the 
Jim Crow era were the legacy of his shallow moral vision.

Forced Into Glory

Explore how today's teachers and education leaders can apply the leadership qualities of Abraham 
Lincoln to tackle challenges big and small.

Learning from Lincoln

Hermione Lee sees Virginia Woolf afresh, in her historical setting and as a vital figure for our times. 
Her book moves freely between a richly detailed life-story and new attempts to understand crucial 
questions - the impact of her childhood, the cause and nature of her madness and suicide, the truth 
about her marriage, her feelings for women, her prejudies and obsessions. This is a vivid, close-up 
portrait, returning to primary sources, and showing Woolf as occupying a distinct, even uneasy position 
with 'Bloomsbury'. It is a writer's life, illustrating how the concerns of her work arise and develop, 
and a political life, which establishes Woolf as a radically sceptical, subversive, courageous feminist. 
Incorporating newly discovered sources and illustrated with photos and drawings never used before, 
this biography is a revelation -informed, intelligent and moving.

Virginia Woolf

A reflection on society's quest for happiness encourages readers to embrace the benefits of sadness, 
citing examples from philosophy, medicine, and psychiatry to relate how understanding depression can 
provide insight into happiness.

Lincoln's Manager

"James M. McPherson’s Tried by War is a perfect primer . . . for anyone who wishes to under­stand the
 evolution of the president’s role as commander in chief. Few histo­rians write as well as McPherson, an
d none evoke the sound of battle with greater clarity." —The New York Times Book Review The Pulitze
r Prize–winning author reveals how Lincoln won the Civil War and invented the role of commander i
n chief as we know it As we celebrate the bicentennial of Lincoln's birth, this study by preeminent
, bestselling Civil War historian James M. McPherson provides a rare, fresh take on one of the mos
t enigmatic figures in American history. Tried by War offers a revelatory (and timely) portrait of leadershi
p during the greatest crisis our nation has ever endured. Suspenseful and inspiring, this is the story o
f how Lincoln, with almost no previous military experience before entering the White House, assume
d the powers associated with the role of commander in chief, and through his strategic insight and wil
l to fight changed the course of the war and saved the Unio

On Depression

An essential book for any student of Lincoln and American history, Abraham Lincoln: The Man Behind 
the Myths is acclaimed Lincoln biographer Stephen B. Oates's unique exploration of America's six-
teenth president in reality and memory. In this multifaceted portrait, Oates, "the most popular historical 
interpreter of Lincoln" (Gabor S. Boritt, New York Times Book Review), exposes the human side of 
the great and tragic president—including his depression, his difficulties with love, and his troubled and 
troubling attitudes about slavery—while also confronting the many legends that have arisen around 
"Honest Abe." Oates throughout raises timely questions about what the Lincoln mythos reveals about 
the American people.

Tried by War

"Originally commenced as a pastime, and to please a circle of friends alone, success, in any degree, 
can only be hoped for, because of my vantage ground as an intimate and close friend of Mr. Lincoln, 
and because, by reason of such intimacy, of the novelty of some of the facts and deductions, and not, 
in any sense, by reason, but in spite of, its literary style or, rather, the lack thereof."--Preface.

Abraham Lincoln

One of the most influential books of the past fifty years, Team of Rivals is Pulitzer Prize–winning author 
and esteemed presidential historian Doris Kearns Goodwin’s modern classic about the political genius 



of Abraham Lincoln, his unlikely presidency, and his cabinet of former political foes. Winner of the 
prestigious Lincoln Prize and the inspiration for the Oscar Award winning–film Lincoln, starring Daniel 
Day-Lewis, directed by Steven Spielberg, and written by Tony Kushner. On May 18, 1860, William H. 
Seward, Salmon P. Chase, Edward Bates, and Abraham Lincoln waited in their hometowns for the 
results from the Republican National Convention in Chicago. When Lincoln emerged as the victor, his 
rivals were dismayed and angry. Throughout the turbulent 1850s, each had energetically sought the 
presidency as the conflict over slavery was leading inexorably to secession and civil war. That Lincoln 
succeeded, Goodwin demonstrates, was the result of a character that had been forged by experiences 
that raised him above his more privileged and accomplished rivals. He won because he possessed an 
extraordinary ability to put himself in the place of other men, to experience what they were feeling, to 
understand their motives and desires. It was this capacity that enabled Lincoln as president to bring his 
disgruntled opponents together, create the most unusual cabinet in history, and marshal their talents 
to the task of preserving the Union and winning the war. We view the long, horrifying struggle from the 
vantage of the White House as Lincoln copes with incompetent generals, hostile congressmen, and 
his raucous cabinet. He overcomes these obstacles by winning the respect of his former competitors, 
and in the case of Seward, finds a loyal and crucial friend to see him through. This brilliant multiple 
biography is centered on Lincoln's mastery of men and how it shaped the most significant presidency 
in the nation's history.

Life on the Circuit with Lincoln

Now an Apple TV+ documentary, Lincoln's Dilemma. One of the Wall Street Journal's Ten Best Books 
of the Year | A Washington Post Notable Book | A Christian Science Monitor and Kirkus Reviews Best 
Book of 2020 Winner of the Gilder Lehrman Abraham Lincoln Prize and the Abraham Lincoln Institute 
Book Award "A marvelous cultural biography that captures Lincoln in all his historical fullness. . . . using 
popular culture in this way, to fill out the context surrounding Lincoln, is what makes Mr. Reynolds's 
biography so different and so compelling . . . Where did the sympathy and compassion expressed 
in [Lincoln's] Second Inaugural—'With malice toward none; with charity for all'—come from? This big, 
wonderful book provides the richest cultural context to explain that, and everything else, about Lincoln." 
—Gordon Wood, Wall Street Journal From one of the great historians of nineteenth-century America, 
a revelatory and enthralling new biography of Lincoln, many years in the making, that brings him to life 
within his turbulent age David S. Reynolds, author of the Bancroft Prize-winning cultural biography of 
Walt Whitman and many other iconic works of nineteenth century American history, understands the 
currents in which Abraham Lincoln swam as well as anyone alive. His magisterial biography Abe is 
the product of full-body immersion into the riotous tumult of American life in the decades before the 
Civil War. It was a country growing up and being pulled apart at the same time, with a democratic 
popular culture that reflected the country's contradictions. Lincoln's lineage was considered auspicious 
by Emerson, Whitman, and others who prophesied that a new man from the West would emerge to 
balance North and South. From New England Puritan stock on his father's side and Virginia Cavalier 
gentry on his mother's, Lincoln was linked by blood to the central conflict of the age. And an enduring 
theme of his life, Reynolds shows, was his genius for striking a balance between opposing forces. 
Lacking formal schooling but with an unquenchable thirst for self-improvement, Lincoln had a talent 
for wrestling and bawdy jokes that made him popular with his peers, even as his appetite for poetry 
and prodigious gifts for memorization set him apart from them through his childhood, his years as a 
lawyer, and his entrance into politics. No one can transcend the limitations of their time, and Lincoln 
was no exception. But what emerges from Reynolds's masterful reckoning is a man who at each stage 
in his life managed to arrive at a broader view of things than all but his most enlightened peers. As a 
politician, he moved too slowly for some and too swiftly for many, but he always pushed toward justice 
while keeping the whole nation in mind. Abe culminates, of course, in the Civil War, the defining test 
of Lincoln and his beloved country. Reynolds shows us the extraordinary range of cultural knowledge 
Lincoln drew from as he shaped a vision of true union, transforming, in Martin Luther King Jr.'s words, 
"the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood." Abraham Lincoln did 
not come out of nowhere. But if he was shaped by his times, he also managed at his life's fateful hour 
to shape them to an extent few could have foreseen. Ultimately, this is the great drama that astonishes 
us still, and that Abe brings to fresh and vivid life. The measure of that life will always be part of our 
American education.

Team of Rivals



A brilliant and novel examination of how Abraham Lincoln mastered the art of leadership “Abraham 
Lincoln had less schooling than all but a couple of other presidents, and more wisdom than every one 
of them. In this original, insightful book, Michael Gerhardt explains how this came to be." –H.W. Brands, 
Wall Street Journal In 1849, when Abraham Lincoln returned to Springfield, Illinois, after two seemingly 
uninspiring years in the U.S. House of Representatives, his political career appeared all but finished. 
His sense of failure was so great that friends worried about his sanity. Yet within a decade, Lincoln 
would reenter politics, become a leader of the Republican Party, win the 1860 presidential election, 
and keep America together during its most perilous period. What accounted for the turnaround? As 
Michael J. Gerhardt reveals, Lincoln’s reemergence followed the same path he had taken before, in 
which he read voraciously and learned from the successes, failures, oratory, and political maneuvering 
of a surprisingly diverse handful of men, some of whom he had never met but others of whom he 
knew intimately—Henry Clay, Andrew Jackson, Zachary Taylor, John Todd Stuart, and Orville Browning. 
From their experiences and his own, Lincoln learned valuable lessons on leadership, mastering party 
politics, campaigning, conventions, understanding and using executive power, managing a cabinet, 
speechwriting and oratory, and—what would become his most enduring legacy—developing policies 
and rhetoric to match a constitutional vision that spoke to the monumental challenges of his time. 
Without these mentors, Abraham Lincoln would likely have remained a small-town lawyer—and without 
Lincoln, the United States as we know it may not have survived. This book tells the unique story of how 
Lincoln emerged from obscurity and learned how to lead.

Abe

United States Senator Gordon H. Smith tells the heartbreaking but inspiring story of his son's embattled 
life, his death by suicide at age twenty-two, and how the Smiths finally carried on — fighting the growing 
problem of youth suicide with the Garrett Lee Smith Memorial Act.

Lincoln's Mentors

A fresh examination of this forbidden history shows the profound effects of gay culture on modern life. 
Robb, brilliant biographer of Balzac, Hugo, and Rimbaud, examines how homosexuals were treated by 
society and finds a tale of surprising tolerance.

Remembering Garrett

Strangers
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