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Explore the profound ways religion serves as a powerful engine for mobilization and social action,
driving communities to unite for collective good. This resource examines how faith-based initiatives
foster engagement, advocate for change, and contribute significantly to societal transformation and
the pursuit of justice.

Students can use these lecture notes to reinforce classroom learning or self-study.
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Religion, Mobilization, and Social Action

Religious social action groups are emerging as key movers in sweeping sociopolitical changes
world-wide. Although their inspiration is religious, their goals are secular. This volume considers the
role of such groups by examining regions and nations where change has been most dramatic. Areas
researched include: Western Europe, North America, the Amazonian rain basin, Malaysia, Japan,
Russia, Northern Ireland, and Israel. The movements studied are as diverse as Conservative Judaism,
Roman Catholicism, Sun Myung Moon's Unification Church, the New Christian Right, and Indonesian
Muslims. In each case social action groups are studied to understand how they evolve within the current
political context in order to change it.

Disruptive Religion

Religion has long played a central role in many social and political movements. Solidarity in Poland,
anti-apartheid in South Africa, Operation Rescue in the United States--each of these movements is
driven by the energy and sustained by the commitment of many individuals and organizations whose
ideologies are shaped and powered by religious faith. In many cases, religious resources and motives
serve as crucial variables explaining the emergence of entire social movements. Despite the crucial
role of religion in most societies, this religious activism remains largely uninvestigated. Disruptive
Religion intends to fill this void by analyzing contemporary social movements which are driven by
people and organizations of faith. Upon a firm base of empirical evidence, these essays also address
many theoretical issues arising in the study of social movements and disruptive politics.

Nonreligious Imaginaries of World Repairing

The world is confronted with multiple intersecting crises including exploitation, inequality, political
polarization and climate change. World-repairing work is vitally needed. But just at a time when humans
most obviously require robust moral imaginaries on which to draw, it is no longer clear what kinds of
beliefs, meanings, stories and encounters inspire them to act. We know that nonreligious identities
are on the rise in numerous countries throughout the world. But with so much focus on the “non”

part of nonreligion, what we don’t know is what nonreligious imaginaries actually look, sound and feel
like. What do nonreligious people believe in? What stories inspire them? In what moments do they
find meaning? This book seeks to answer these questions through a series of short essays exploring
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the nonreligious imaginaries that emerge in a range of world-repairing practices, including ethical
consumption, community organizing, eating habits, and environmental activism. In so doing, the book
provides a crucial contribution to two areas of increasing social and political concern: First, the need
to understand not only what nonreligious people are rejecting but also their sources of meaning and
action. Second, the urgent need for cultural tools for mobilizing people towards more compassionate
and sustainable practices.

The Politics and Anti-Politics of Social Movements

This book explores the nature, significance and consequences of the religious activism surrounding
AIDS in Africa. While African religion was relatively marginal in inspiring or contributing to AIDS activism
during the early days of the epidemic, this situation has changed dramatically. In order to account for
these changes, contributors provide answers to pressing questions. How does the entrance of religion
into public debates about AIDS affect policymaking and implementation, church-state relations, and
religion itself? How do religious actors draw on and reconfigure forms of transnational connectivity?
How do resource flows from development and humanitarian aid that religious actors may access
then affect relationships of power and authority in African societies? How does religious mobilization
on AIDS reflect contestation over identity, cultural membership, theology, political participation, and
citizenship? Addressing these questions, the authors draw on social movement theories to explore the
role of religious identities, action frames, political opportunity structures, and resource mobilization in
African religions’ reaction to the AIDS epidemic. The book’s findings are rooted in fieldwork conducted
in Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Ghana, and Mozambique, among a variety of religious
organizations. This book was originally published as a special issue of the Canadian Journal of African
Studies.

The New Christian Right

This book of original essays provides an objective and enlightening analysis of the emergence and
changing forms of the New Christian Right. The subject is in itself important in contemporary American
life, but in addition The New Christian Right reexamines standard theories of social movements and
the relationship between religion and politics in America today. The book presents findings from
original research, including surveys, personal interviews with elites, analysis of financial documents,
reanalysis of existing data, and analysis of direct-mail solicitations and other primary literature. The
New Christian Right is balanced and objective rather than partisan and evaluative. Using non-technical
and non-jargonistic language, the authors raise questions concerning the nature of religion, the role of
status groups, and contemporary directions in American culture.

RELIGION IN SOCIAL ACTION

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world),
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Faith Seeking Action

In Faith Seeking Action, author Gregory Leffel links a description of the church as a global movement
with a description of contemporary social movements that are actively challenging today's societies,
such as the environmental, global justice, and identity movements. Not surprisingly, Christian com-
munities and communities of social activists share much in common as they each work to enrich
their societies. It is natural then to ask what missionally-concerned Christians may learn from social
movements about the public role of their churches, the connection of their beliefs to social change,
and the mobilization of their people. It can also be asked how these often divided communities may
find ways to collaborate around common actions rooted in such shared values as peace, justice,



life, and the integrity of the environment. Building on growing interest in the field of missiology and
its "missional church" concept, Leffel has created a dialog between the church as a social actor

and social movements. Along with introducing movement theory to mission studies, Leffel introduces
a new way of addressing the issues involved in the church's engagement with society, a concept

he calls missio-ecclesiology. Of interest to those seeking vital ways to live out their faith in the
world—missiologists, missional church leaders, and street-level workers alike—this work fuels fresh
thinking about the church's role in cultural and social change.

The Making of Pro-life Activists

How do people become activists for causes they care deeply about? Many people with similar
backgrounds, for instance, fervently believe that abortion should be illegal, but only some of them join
the pro-life movement. By delving into the lives and beliefs of activists and nonactivists alike, Ziad

W. Munson is able to lucidly examine the differences between them. Through extensive interviews
and detailed studies of pro-life organizations across the nation, Munson makes the startling discovery
that many activists join up before they develop strong beliefs about abortion—in fact, some are even
pro-choice prior to their mobilization. Therefore, Munson concludes, commitment to an issue is often
a consequence rather than a cause of activism. The Making of Pro-life Activists provides a compelling
new model of how people become activists while also offering a penetrating analysis of the complex
relationship between religion, politics, and the pro-life movement. Policy makers, activists on both sides
of the issue, and anyone seeking to understand how social movements take shape will find this book
essential.

Religion in Social Action (1913)

This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may contain
imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe this work
is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for protecting, preserving,
and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are true to the
original work.

Inspired to Serve

Never underestimate the good you can do,' Rabbi Steve Foster tells his Denver congregation in
Mark H. MassA®©'s Inspired to Serve, and it is the book's message, as well." -- Melissa Fay Greene,
author of Praying for Sheetrock, The Temple Bombing, and Last Man Out "Anyone who wants to know
more about how diverse religious organizations perform civic good works should read this excellent
account." -- John J. Dilulio, Jr., University of Pennsylvania "Powerful, real-life stories of people of faith
serving and empowering the poor." -- Ronald J. Sider, President, Evangelicals for Social Action Curious
about what had happened to the social activism of the 1960s, and in response to the recent interest
in "faith-based initiatives,” Mark H. MassA®© set out to identify people who had continued their social
activism in the context of a religious commitment to work in aid of the poor and the disenfranchised.
The profiled activists include clergy, lay workers, and others, representing a mix of faiths, social issues,
and geographic regions. They include a Jesuit priest working in a poor neighborhood in Portland, a
Muslim "messenger of good news" to an Islamic community in Texas, an Irish American nun working
with migrants and others in central Florida, a black Episcopalian minister on Chicago's Southside, and
a "Dharma activist" in California. What sets these and other activists apart is the depth and breadth
of their service, vision, and sacrifice. Many risk their reputations and careers, their health, even their
lives in pursuit of social change. MassA®© discovers that these individuals share an unbending belief in
the power, potential, and rewards of service to others, as they try to balance their secular and spiritual
lives in the face of challenging work.

Church and Social Action

The authors of the volume set themselves an almost impossible task. They have put together, with very
well done short annotations, an impressive array of bibliographical information on the contibution of

religion to social change. Choice This bibliographic survey focuses on one aspect of religion: situations
in which organized religious groups have served as active agents in social change. These situations

have been studied by sociologists, historians, anthropologists, and political scientists, and in this work
Wolcott and Bolger discuss the literature and provide a guide to the main sources in English. The con-
centration is on religious-based social movements in modern societies since the industrial revolution,



and in Third World countries from the beginning of their independence movements. In addition, there
are sections on such topics as messianic movements, the religious radical-right, and sacral kingship.
The volume is organized into two major sections, an introductory survey and an annotated bibliography.
The introductory survey includes discussions of the comparative study of religious social action, the
role that religious organizations play in modern societies, contemporary studies of other societies, and
churches and social action throughout history. The annotated bibliography contains over 600 items
covering all the major religions and is arranged in the same organizational scheme as the survey. Each
entry is numbered consecutively, and references throughout the text refer to the item numbers. The
book concludes with author, title, and subject indexes. This reference work will be an important source
for courses in religious studies, history, and the social sciences, as well as a valuable addition to both
academic and public libraries.

Religion and Social Justice For Immigrants

Religion has jumped into the sphere of global and domestic politics in ways that few would have
imagined a century ago. Some expected that religion would die as modernity flourished. Instead, it
now stares at us almost daily from the front pages of newspapers and television broadcasts. Although
it is usually stories about the Christian Right or conservative Islam that grab headlines, there are
many religious activists of other political persuasions that are working quietly for social justice. This
book examines how religious immigrants and religious activists are working for equitable treatment
for immigrants in the United States. The essays in this book analyze the different ways in which
organized religion provides immigrants with an arena for mobilization, civic participation, and solidarity.
Contributors explore topics including how non-Western religious groups such as the Viethamese
Caodai are striving for community recognition and addressing problems such as racism, economic
issues, and the politics of diaspora; how interfaith groups organize religious people into immigrant civil
rights activists at the U.S.—Mexican border; and how Catholic groups advocate governmental legislation
and policies on behalf of refugees.

Volume 10: Interreligious Dialogue

Interreligious Dialogue: From Religion to Geopolitics discusses how interreligious dialogue takes place
within, and is influenced by, important sociological categories. Starting from the study of interreligious
sacred spaces, the book explores the patterns of interreligious governance and forms of interreligious
social action.

Faith in the Public Realm

Faith and religion is a hot topic at the moment, and this text explores key issues for faith and religious
groups. Understanding the role of faith in the policy world is of increasing importance, and chapters
are arranged around themes, which helps students understand the concepts.

International Development Policy: Religion and Development

The rise of fundamentalist movements in major religions has forced decision-makers, development
organizations and academics to turn their attention to its meaning for development. Global scholars
and practitioners examine these issues and fundamentally question the secular-religious dichotomy in
development discourse and practice.

Political and Religious Identities of British Evangelicals

This book examines the paradoxical relationship between the religious and political behaviors of
American and British Evangelicals, who exhibit nearly identical religious canon and practice, but sharply
divergent political beliefs and action. Relying on interviews with British religious and political elites
(journalists, MPs, activists, clergy) as well as focus groups in ten Evangelical congregations, this
study reveals that British Evangelicals, unlike their American counterparts known for their extensive
involvement in party politics, have no discernible ideological or partisan orientation, choosing to pursue
their political interests through civic or social organizations rather than electoral influence. It goes further
to show that many British Evangelicals shun the label itself for its negative political connotations and
in-/out-group sensibility, and choose to focus on a broader social justice imperative rendered almost
incoherent by a lack of group identity. Placing itself at the forefront of an incipient but growing segment
of comparative research into the intersectionality of religion and politics, the work satisfies a lacuna



of how the same religious tradition can act differently in public squares contextualized by political and
cultural variables.

Readings in the Sociology of Religion

Readings in the Sociology of Religion is a collection of articles that examines the sociological aspects
of religion. The title discusses the contemporary theories, concept, and studies about the sociology of
religion. The text first details the concept of sociology of religion, along with the relationship between
religion and sociological theory. Next, the selection covers the theoretical development of the sociology
of religion and Weber's sociological theory, as well as the modern dilemma of value and belief in the
social sciences. The last part tackles the types of research in sociology of.

Popular Movements in Autocracies

A new explanation of the rise, development and demise of social movements and cycles of protest in
autocracies.

Nonreligious Imaginaries of World Repairing

The world is confronted with multiple intersecting crises including exploitation, inequality, political
polarization and climate change. World-repairing work is vitally needed. But just at a time when humans
most obviously require robust moral imaginaries on which to draw, it is no longer clear what kinds of
beliefs, meanings, stories and encounters inspire them to act. We know that nonreligious identities
are on the rise in numerous countries throughout the world. But with so much focus on the "non"

part of nonreligion, what we don't know is what nonreligious imaginaries actually look, sound and feel
like. What do nonreligious people believe in? What stories inspire them? In what moments do they
find meaning? This book seeks to answer these questions through a series of short essays exploring
the nonreligious imaginaries that emerge in a range of world-repairing practices, including ethical
consumption, community organizing, eating habits, and environmental activism. In so doing, the book
provides a crucial contribution to two areas of increasing social and political concern: First, the need
to understand not only what nonreligious people are rejecting but also their sources of meaning and
action. Second, the urgent need for cultural tools for mobilizing people towards more compassionate
and sustainable practices. Lori G. Beaman is the Canada Research Chair in Religious Diversity and
Social Change and Professor in the Department of Classics and Religious Studies at the University of
Ottawa, and Principal Investigator of the Nonreligion in a Complex Future Project. Timothy Stacey is a
Lecturer in Religion and Politics at Leiden University, the Netherlands.

From Pews to Polling Places

Does religion promote political mobilization? Are individuals motivated by their faith to focus on issues
of social justice, personal morality, or both? What is the relationship between religious conviction and
partisanship? Does religious identity reinforce or undermine other political identifications like race,
ethnicity, and class? The answers to these questions are hardly monolithic, varying between and
within major American religious groups. With an electoral climate increasingly shaped by issues of
faith, values, and competing moral visions, it is both fascinating and essential to examine the religious
and political currents within America’'s major religious traditions. J. Matthew Wilson and a group of
prominent religion and politics scholars examine these topics and assess one question central to these
issues: How does faith shape political action in America's diverse religious communities? From Pews
to Polling Places seeks to cover a rich mosaic of religious and ethnic perspectives with considerable
breadth by examining evangelical Christians, the religious left, Catholics, Mormons, African Americans,
Latinos, Jews, and Muslims. Along with these groups, the book takes a unique look at the role of
secular and antifundamentalist positions, adding an even wider outlook to these critical concerns.
The contributors demonstrate how different theologies, histories, and social situations drive distinct
conceptualizations of the relationship between religious and political life. At the same time, however,
the book points to important commonalities across traditions that can inform our discussions on the
impact of religion on political life. In emphasizing these similarities, the authors explore the challenges
of political mobilization, partisanship, and the intersections of religion and ethnicity.

Christianity and Social Justice



Christianity and Social Justice is everything Christians need to understand and answer the social justice
movement in one book. From its history, secular manifestations, and Christian variations, Jon Harris
thoroughly describes the movement, shows how it threatens orthodoxy, and offers powerful responses.

Education as Social Action

Education plays a very important role in breaking the cycle of poverty and increasing opportunity.
Various forms of social movements play an important role in providing educational opportunities to
communities and social groups that might otherwise be excluded, filling the gap left by the state. This
book critically examines the origin and outcome of social action for education in different parts of the
world.

Charismatic Renewal and Social Action

Table of contents

Handbook of the Sociology of Religion

Engaging with some of the central issues in the sociology of religion, this volume investigates the role
and significance of churches and religion in contemporary Western and Eastern Europe. Based on an
extensive international research project, it offers case studies of various countries (including Finland,
Ireland, Portugal, Germany, Poland, Russia, Estonia, Hungary and Croatia), as well as cross-country
comparisons. Researching more precisely the present social relevance of church and religion at
different levels, The Social Significance of Religion in the Enlarged Europe raises and responds to both
descriptive and explanatory questions: Can we observe tendencies of religious decline in the various
Western and Eastern European countries? Are we witnessing trends of religious individualization?
To what extent has there been a religious upswing in the last few years? And what are the factors
causing the observed processes of religious change? Marked by its broad range of data and a coherent
conceptual framework, in accordance with which each chapter assesses the extent to which three
important theoretical approaches in the sociology of religion - secularization theory, the market model
of religion, and the individualization thesis - are applicable to the data, this book will be of interest

to scholars of sociology, politics and religion exploring religious trends and attitudes in contemporary
Europe.

Faith-rooted Organizing

This ethnography of contemporary Istanbul charts the success of Islamist mobilization through the eyes
of ordinary people. Drawing on interviews gathered over twenty years of fieldwork, White focuses on
the appeal of Islamic politics in the fabric of Turkish society and among mobilizing and mobilized elites,
women, and educated populations.

The Social Significance of Religion in the Enlarged Europe

Although students and scholars of social problems have often acknowledged the role of religion, no
thorough examinations of the relation between the two have emerged. This volume fills this gap by
providing a definitive work on the role of religion in assessing, constructing, and solving social problems.
Contributors chart the relation between religion and social problems, exploring such case studies as
the impact of religion on drugs and alcohol use among Muslims, the rising importance that religion

is given in social policy, the role of the Orthodox and Catholic churches in tackling social problems in
post-communist East Europe, and the contested role of religion in the national and international politics
of contemporary Japan. Religion and Social Problems is a broad and path-breaking contribution to the
fields of sociology of religion, sociology of social problems, and religious studies.

Islamist Mobilization in Turkey

Civil Rights -- Religious History-->What role did religion play in sparking the call for civil rights? Was the
African American church a motivating force or a calming eddy? The conventional view among scholars
of the period is that religion as a source for social activism was marginal, conservative, or pacifying. Not
so, argues Johnny E. Williams. Focusing on the state of Arkansas as typical in the role of ecclesiastical
activism, his book argues that black religion from the period of slavery through the era of segregation
provided theological resources that motivated and sustained preachers and parishioners battling racial
oppression. Drawing on interviews, speeches, case studies, literature, sociological surveys, and other



sources, Williams persuasively defines the most ardent of civil rights activists in the state as products of
church culture. Both religious beliefs and the African American church itself were essential in motivating
blacks to act individually and collectively to confront their oppressors in Arkansas and throughout

the South. Williams explains how the ideology of the black church roused disparate individuals into

a community and how the church established a base for many diverse participants in the civil rights
movement. He shows how church life and ecumenical education helped to sustain the protest of
people with few resources and little permanent power. Williams argues that the church helped galvanize
political action by bringing people together and creating social bonds even when societal conditions
made action difficult and often dangerous. The church supplied its members with meanings, beliefs,
relationships, and practices that served as resources to create a religious protest message of hope.
Johnny E. Williams is an associate professor of sociology at Trinity College in Hartford, Conn. His work
has been published in "Sociological Forum" and "Sociological Spectrum."

Religion and Social Problems

A new assessment of the impact of power relations on economic development

African American Religion and the Civil Rights Movement in Arkansas

The fourth edition of The Student's Companion to Social Policy maintains the text's inimitable and
best-selling approach. Written by a wide range of experts in the field, it has been extensively updated
and revised to take account of recent developments and debates and changing political and economic
configurations. Includes an additional five chapter section on the key themes and issues in the develop-
ment of social policy in the UK since the nineteenth century New to this edition are chapters addressing
emergent areas in the discipline, new illustrative material, problem-centred review questions, and a
dedicated website Provides students with a ‘Companion’ which is so comprehensive that it can be used
throughout their undergraduate and/or postgraduate studies Meets the needs both of those specializing
in social policy or policy-related occupations and the wide range of students studying it as part of
other programmes Enhanced by a website available at www.wiley.com/go/alcock4e, featuring student
resources including chapter overviews, study questions, videos, resource guides, and more

Egypt's Political Economy

Handbook for Religion and Social Institutions is written for sociologists who study a variety of sub-dis-
ciplines and are interested in recent studies and theoretical approaches that relate religious variables
to their particular area of interest. The handbook focuses on several major themes: - Social Institutions
such as Politics, Economics, Education, Health and Social Welfare - Family and the Life Cycle -
Inequality - Social Control - Culture - Religion as a Social Institution and in a Global Perspective

This handbook will be of interest to social scientists including sociologists, anthropologists, political
scientists, and other researchers whose study brings them in contact with the study of religion and its
impact on social institutions.

The Student's Companion to Social Policy

"To many mainstream-media saturated Americans, the terms 'progressive’ and 'religious’ may not seem
to go hand-in-hand. As religion is usually tied to conservatism, an important way in which religion and
politics intersect is being overlooked. [This book] focuses on this significant intersection, revealing that
progressive religious activists are a driving force in American public life, involved in almost every political
issue or area of public concern. This volume brings together [contributors] who dissect and analyze the
inner worlds and public strategies of progressive religious activists from the local to the transnational
level. It provides insight into documented trends, reviews overlooked case studies, and assesses the
varied ways in which progressive religion forces us to deconstruct common political binaries such as
right/left and progress/tradition...[This] book engages and rethinks long accepted theories of religion,
of social movements, and of the role of faith in democratic politics and civic life."--

Religion and Social Justice

In this timely and compelling account of the contribution to immigrant rights made by religious activists
in post-1965 and post-9/11 America, Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo provides a comprehensive, close-up
view of how Muslim, Christian, and Jewish groups are working to counter xenophobia. Against the
hysteria prevalent in today's media, in which immigrants are often painted as a drain on the public



coffers, inherently unassimilable, or an outright threat to national security, Hondagneu-Sotelo finds the
intersection between migration and religion and calls attention to quieter voices, those dedicated to
securing the human dignity of newcomers. Based on years of fieldwork conducted in California's major
centers as well as in Chicago, this book considers Muslim Americans defending their civil liberties after
9/11, Christian activists responding to death and violence at the U.S-Mexico border, and Christian and
Jewish clergy defending the labor rights of Latino immigrants. At a time when much attention has been
given to religious fundamentalism and its capacity to incite violent conflict, God's Heart Has No Borders
revises our understanding of the role of religion in social movements and demonstrates the nonviolent
power of religious groups to address social injustices.

Handbook of Religion and Social Institutions

Sociologist Anthony Blasi analyzes early Christianity using multiple social scientific theories, including
those of Max Weber, Georg Simmel, Karl Marx, Antonio Gramsci, Max Scheler, Alfred Schutz, and
contemporary theorists. He investigates the canonical New Testament books as representative of
early Christianity, a sample based on usage, and he takes the books in the chronological order

in which they were written. The result is a series of "stills" that depict the movement at different
stages in its development. His approaches, often neglected in New Testament studies, include such
sociological subfields as sect theory, the routinization of charisma, conflict, stratification theory, stigma,
the sociology of knowledge, new religions, the sociology of secrecy, marginality, liminality, syncretism,
the social role of intellectuals, the poor person as a type, the sick role, degradation ceremonies,
populism, the sociology of migration, the sociology of time, mergers, the sociology of law, and the
sociology of written communication. Needing to treat the New Testament text as social data, Blasi
uses his background in biblical studies and a review of a vast literature to establish the chronology of
the compositions of the New Testament books and to present the "data” in a new translation that is
accessible to non-specialists.

The Relationships Between Social Movements and Religion in Process of Social Change

Is New York a post-secular city? Massive immigration and cultural changes have created an increasingly
complex social landscape in which religious life plays a dynamic role. Yet the magnitude of religion's
impact on New York's social life has gone unacknowledged. New York Glory gathers together for the
first time the best research on religion in contemporary New York City. It includes contributors from
every major research project on religion in New York to provide a comprehensive look at the current
state of religion in the city. Moving beyond broad surveys into specific case studies of communities and
institutions, it provides a window onto the diversity of religious life in New York. From Italian Catholics,
Mormons, Muslims, and Russian Jews to Zen Buddhists, Rastafarians, and Pentecostal Latinas, New
York Glory both captures the richness of religious life in New York City and provides an important
foundation for our understanding of the current and future shape of religion in America.

Religion and Progressive Activism

Religio-political organisations in Zimbabwe play an important role in advocating democratisation and
reconciliation, against acquiescent, silenced or co-opted mainstream churches. Reconciliation and
Religio-political Non-conformism in Zimbabwe analyses activities of religious organisations that deviate
from the position of mainline churches and the political elites with regard to religious participation

in political matters, against a background of political conflict and violence. Drawing on detailed case
studies of the Zimbabwe Christian Alliance (ZCA), Churches in Manicaland (CiM) and Grace to Heal
(GtH), this book provocatively argues that in the face of an unsatisfactory religious and political culture,
religio-political non-conformists emerge seeking to introduce a new ethos even in the face of negative
sanctions from dominant religious and political systems.

God's Heart Has No Borders

Mae Elise Cannon opens the annals of activist history to see if there is a correlation between great
acts of compassion and advocacy and great depths of prayer. Looking at the lives of Mother Teresa,
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Martin Luther King Jr. and others, Cannon finds a depth of spiritual practice at the
root of courageous social action.

Social Science and the Christian Scriptures, Volume 3



New York Glory
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