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Anselm of Canterbury: The Major Works

`For I do not seek to understand so that I may believe; but I believe so that I may understand. For I 
believe this also, that unless I believe, I shall not understand.' Does God exist? Can we know anything 
about God's nature? Have we any reason to think that the Christian religion is true? What is truth, 
anyway? Do human beings have freedom of choice? Can they have such freedom in a world created 
by God? These questions, and others, were ones which Anselm of Canterbury (c.1033-1109) took very 
seriously. He was utterly convinced of the truth of the Christian religion, but he was also determined 
to try to make sense of his Christian faith. Recognizing that the Christian God is incomprehensible, he 
also believed that Christianity is not simply something to be swallowed with mouth open and eyes shut. 
For Anselm, the doctrines of Christianity are an invitation to question, to think, and to learn. Anselm 
is studied today because his rigour of thought and clarity of writing place him among the greatest of 
theologians and philosophers. This translation provides readers with their first opportunity to read all 
of his most important works within the covers of a single volume. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 
years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around the globe. 
Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text 
plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful 
notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.

Anselm of Canterbury: The Major Works

After Aquinas, Anselm is the most significant medieval thinker. Utterly convinced of the truth of the 
Christian religion, he was none the less determined to try to make sense of his Christian faith, and 
the result is a rigorous engagement with problems of logic which remain relevant for philosophers 
and theologians even today. This translation provides the first opportunity to read all of Anselm's most 
important works in one volume.

The Major Works
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This book is intended for students of philosophy and theology, on courses in medieval thought, 
undergraduate and post-graduate.

Selected Philosophical Writings

In this magisterial account of the life and work of St Anselm, now in paperback, Sir Richard Southern 
provides a study in depth of one of the most fascinating minds in Christian history.

Anselm of Canterbury

This volume explores the work of Anselm of Canterbury, theologian and archbishop, in light of the 
communities in which he participated.

St. Anselm

Cur Deus Homo ("Why God was a Man") was written from 1095 to 1098 once Anselm was already 
archbishop of Canterbury and discusses the Incarnation. It takes the form of a dialogue between 
Anselm and Boso, one of his students. Its core is a purely rational argument for the necessity of the 
Christian mystery of atonement, the belief that Jesus's crucifixion was necessary to atone for mankind's 
sin. This edition also contains a selection of his letters.

Anselm of Canterbury: Communities, Contemporaries and Criticism

Publisher Description

Cur Deus Homo

It is nine hundred years since the death at Canterbury of the great mediaeval Archbishop and thinker 
Anselm. This meticulously researched and immensely engaging book brings to life the man and his 
times, the depth of Anselm's thought, and his career in the arena of politics in church and state. It 
explores his place among the saints, in his life and after his death, especially in the light of his profound 
understanding of heaven which was a central theme throughout his life from childhood onwards. 
Accounts from Anselm's friends and enemies, his own letters, prayers and meditations are combined 
with the author's in-depth knowledge of the times to present a rounded picture of a unique Christian 
figure who speaks to us today, challenging many of our assumptions about his world and ours.

The Cambridge Companion to Anselm

'All shall be well and all manner of things shall be well'. - but what else do we know of ths fourteenth 
-century a chlorite beyond the fact that she lved somewhere near Norwich and was an early universalist 
and feminist (God as mother as well as father ...).? Nothing, except that her intimate beautiful writings 
bring us nearer than perhaps, our own selves. Another in the Callender Peace Studies, and Mediaeval 
Texts.

Anselm of Canterbury

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, 
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using 
a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. 
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of 
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

SHOWING OF LOVE

Deftly written and beautifully illustrated, The Worlds of Medieval Europe, Third Edition, presents a 
distinctive and nuanced portrayal of the Greater West during its medieval millennium. By integrating the 
histories of the Islamic and Byzantine worlds into the main narrative, author Clifford R. Backman offers 
an insightful, detailed, and often witty look at the continuum of interaction--social, cultural, intellectual, 
and commercial--that existed among all three societies. This compelling volume surpasses traditional 



textbook representations of the Middle Ages by balancing the conventional focus on political affairs, 
especially those of northern Europe, with equally detailed attention to medieval society as it developed 
in the Mediterranean. In addition, Backman describes the ways in which the medieval Latin West 
attempted to understand the unified and rational structure of the human cosmos, which they believed 
existed beneath the observable diversity and disorder of the world. This effort to recreate a human 
ordering of "unity through diversity" provides an essential key to understanding medieval Europe and 
the ways in which it regarded and reacted to the worlds around it.

Works of St. Anselm

Anselm is probably the greatest theologian who lived during the time between Augustine of Hippo and 
Thomas Aquinas. His compelling yearning to know and love God as He is revealed to us in Scriptures 
shaped his life and permeates all of his writings. He found the greatest joy in communion with God, 
but was thrusted into the difficult political scene of the 11th-12th centuries. He didn't work well with 
kings and, at one point, he had most of the English leaders against him. Still, his writings have had a 
great influence on the Christian church, and his teachings about Christ's sacrifice and about the relation 
between faith and reason are a vital part of the historical Christian Confessions. What can Anselm teach 
our children? To be inquisitive and use their minds as God's gifts to discover and understand what He 
has revealed in His word (Deut.29:29). Particularly, I hope the children will take time to consider and 
explore Anselm's question: Why a God-man? What is the meaning of Christ's sacrifice on the cross? 
What do we mean when we say, "Jesus died for our sins"? Our understanding of Christ's atonement 
shapes all of our theology and our lives.

The Worlds of Medieval Europe

This collection of readings with extensive editorial commentary brings together key texts of the most 
influential philosophers of the medieval era to provide a comprehensive introduction for students of 
philosophy. Features the writings of Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, Boethius, John Duns Scotus and 
other leading medieval thinkers Features several new translations of key thinkers of the medieval era, 
including John Buridan and Averroes Readings are accompanied by expert commentary from the 
editors, who are leading scholars in the field

Anselm of Canterbury

In these three dialogues, renowned for their dialectical structure and linguistic precision, Anselm sets 
out his classic account of the relationship between freedom and sin--its linchpin his definition of freedom 
of choice as the power to preserve rectitude of will for its own sake. In doing so, Anselm explores 
the fascinating implications for God, human beings, and angels (good and bad) of his conclusion that 
freedom of choice neither is nor entails the power to sin. In addition to an Introduction, notes, and a 
glossary, Thomas Williams brings to the translation of these important dialogues the same precision 
and clarity that distinguish his previous translation of Anselm's Proslogion and Monologion, which 
Professor Paul Spade of Indiana University called "scrupulously faithful and accurate without being 
slavishly literal, yet lively and graceful to both the eye and ear.

Medieval Philosophy

A monk and a scholar generally recognized as the keenest philosophical and theological mind of his 
time, Anselm, abbot of Bec, found himself forcibly and unwillingly invested as Archbishop of Canterbury 
on 6 March 1093. It was the first of many sharp differences between the Norman King and an 
archbishop who considered the reform of the church and the improvement of the moral conduct of 
the kingdom his prime tasks. Among his chief weapons in fighting to establish the Gregorian Reform in 
his new land was the letter. Whether reporting events or asking for news, proffering advice or wheeding 
favors, currying friends or placating adversaries, Anselm kept up a steady correspondence throughout 
his sixteen-year archiepiscopate. Collections of these letters circulated during his lifetime, establishing 
his position on any number of topics. Now translated into English for the first time, The Letters of Saint 
Anselm give new insights into the life and mind of this pivotal figure in European history.

Three Philosophical Dialogues

The letters of Anselm of Canterbury (a 1109) provide the clearest insight into his mind and action, and 
they also constitute one of our finest vantage points to observe the formation of those profound forces 



moulding Europe in the late eleventh- and early twelfth centuries. The focus of the present study is the 
transmission of Anselm's correspondence. It argues that many of the conclusions of earlier scholarship 
have been constructed on flawed foundations. Using evidence from all known manuscripts and printed 
editions, the study seeks to demonstrate precisely how Anselm's letters have survived and how the 
surviving witnesses relate to one another. The study also aims to define the historical contexts within 
which our key manuscripts were copied and edited. Only when equipped with this store of information 
can we begin to understand the editorial processes that shaped the textual tradition of Anselm's letter 
collections before and after his death.

The Letters of Saint Anselm of Canterbury

The articles in the present collection deal with the religious dimension of the problem of free will. 
All of the papers also have implications for broader philosophical and theological issues, and will 
thus be of interest to a wide variety of scholars, both religious and secular. Together they provide a 
historical and contemporary overview of problems in the theology of freedom, together with recent 
work by some important philosophers in the field aimed at resolving those problems. The chapters 
are divided into four sections. The first addresses central issues about the nature of free will and how 
free will relates to theological topics such as theological fatalism and the problem of evil. The second 
section focuses on historical debates about free will and theism, but with an eye toward how those 
historical discussions can be brought into discussion with contemporary debates. The third section 
aims to address and understand divine freedom, while the final section explores implications of the 
doctrine of divine omnicausality.

Proslogion

The interpretation of Anselm of Canterbury’s Proslogion has a long and rich tradition. However, its 
study is often narrowly focused on its so-called “ontological argument.” As a result, engagement with 
the text of this work tends to be lopsided, and the prayerful purpose that undergirds the whole book 
is often completely ignored. Even the most rigorous engagements with the Proslogion often have 
little to say, for instance, about how the prayers of Proslogion 1, 14, and 18 contribute materially to 
Anselm’s argument, or how his doctrine of God develops organically from the divine formula in the 
early chapters to the doctrines of eternity, simplicity, and Trinity in later chapters. There are very few 
works that offer a sustained analysis to Anselm’s flow of thought throughout the entire Proslogion, and 
no one has explored how Anselm’s doctrine of creaturely joy in heaven in Proslogion 24-26 is a fitting 
climax and resolution to the book. Anselm’s Pursuit of Joy attempts a sustained, chapter-by-chapter 
textual analysis of the Proslogion, and offers the first effort to situate Anselm’s doctrine of heaven in 
Proslogion 24-26 as the climax of the earlier themes of Anselm’s work. Gavin Ortlund suggests that the 
basic purpose of Anselm’s argument in the Proslogion is to seek the visio Dei that he articulates as his 
soul’s deepest desire (Proslogion 1). While Anselm’s argument for God’s existence (Proslogion 2-4) is 
an important piece of this effort, it is only one step of a larger trajectory of thought that leads Anselm to 
meditate further on God’s nature as the highest good of the human soul (Proslogion 5-23), and then to 
anticipate the joy of possessing God in heaven (Proslogion 24-26). In other words, the establishment 
of God’s existence is only the penultimate consequence of Anselm’s famous formula “that than which 
nothing greater can be thought”—his ultimate concern is with the infinite creaturely joy that is entailed 
by his existence. The Proslogion is, far more than an argument for God’s existence, a meditation on 
God as the chief happiness of the human soul.

The Letter Collections of Anselm of Canterbury

Utopia is a work of fiction and socio-political satire by Thomas More published in 1516 in Latin. The book 
is a frame narrative primarily depicting a fictional island society and its religious, social and political 
customs. Many aspects of More's description of Utopia are reminiscent of life in monasteries.

Free Will and Classical Theism

This encyclopedia provides a premier reference guide for students, scholars, policy makers, and others 
interested in assessing the moral consequences of global interdependence and understanding the 
concepts and arguments that shed light on the myriad aspects of global justice.

Anselm's Pursuit of Joy



The meaning of ‘forgiveness’ and its role within restorative justice are highly contested. This book offers 
analysis from practical and academic perspectives within Christian theology, against a rich canvas of 
related concepts, including victimhood, sin, love, and vulnerability. Critical friends of restorative justice, 
the authors argue that forgiveness – whether as journey or act, unilateral or mutual, conditional or 
unconditional – is necessary to achieving a fully restorative resolution to acts of harm. They also suggest 
that Christianity, with its meaning-giving metanarrative of restoration, and preference for communitarian 
approaches to justice, may have epistemic value for evaluating and even deepening the theory and 
practice of restorative justice.

Utopia

"These essays present new readings of Anselm's speculative and spiritual writings on topics including 
his relationship to Augustine, proofs for God's existence, faith and reason, human freedom and the 
problem of evil, his spiritual meditations and prayers, as well as Anselm's reception by 19th and 20th 
century thinkers, modernism, and feminism. These philosophical, theological and literary analyses 
bring fresh perspectives on Anselm both in his historical context and in dialogue with contemporary 
questions"--

Encyclopedia of Global Justice

This collection of essays seeks to acknowledge the lifetime contribution of Eric Kemp to the study, 
teaching and reform of the ecclesiastical laws of England, and to re-evaluate the development and 
practice of canon law in the early Church, Middle Ages, Reformation period and beyond.

Forgiveness and Restorative Justice

St Anselm (d. 1109) is the most interesting theologian and philosopher of his time. In many respects, 
his career encapsulates the principal intellectual, religious, and political developments of high medieval 
Europe. In 1060, Anselm took monastic vows at the abbey of Bec, a reformist community in Normandy, 
where he was soon promoted to the office of prior and subsequently elected abbot. In 1093 he was 
elected archbishop of Canterbury, and became a dynamic representative of the new papal claims for 
the freedom of the Church from the control of lay rulers. Throughout, he wrote theological and spiritual 
treatises which still resonate today. Anselm was also an avid letter-writer, and his correspondence 
is one of our best testimonies to an active, cosmopolitan, and cultured life in the Middle Ages. His 
almost 500 surviving letters represent the man. They are an acute witness to his mind and action, 
illuminating his monastic teaching, intellectual journey, leadership, and positions respective to rivalries 
within the church and between ecclesiastical and lay rulers. The first volume of this new critical edition 
of Anselm's letters comprises his correspondence, 148 letters, from his Norman years. The letters 
demonstrate at first-hand how he emerged as a respected monastic leader, a distinguished author, 
and a powerful influence in Normandy with networks in France and England. The present volume 
includes a new critical edition, established from almost thirty manuscripts, and an English translation 
of the letters from Anselm's Norman years. A detailed commentary accompanies the text. The critical 
apparatus provides a means of studying the letters' reception up to c. 1140. The introduction comprises 
a systematic analysis of the text's transmission from Anselm and his followers to the present day, and 
a fresh account of his life before Canterbury.

New Readings of Anselm of Canterbury's Intellectual Methods

Peter Adamson presents a lively introduction to six hundred years of European philosophy, from the 
beginning of the ninth century to the end of the fourteenth century. The medieval period is one of 
the richest in the history of philosophy, yet one of the least widely known. Adamson introduces us to 
some of the greatest thinkers of the Western intellectual tradition, including Peter Abelard, Anselm 
of Canterbury, Thomas Aquinas, John Duns Scotus, William of Ockham, and Roger Bacon. And the 
medieval period was notable for the emergence of great women thinkers, including Hildegard of Bingen, 
Marguerite Porete, and Julian of Norwich. Original ideas and arguments were developed in every 
branch of philosophy during this period - not just philosophy of religion and theology, but metaphysics, 
philosophy of logic and language, moral and political theory, psychology, and the foundations of 
mathematics and natural science.

English Canon Law



'There was a rumour, too, that he was a devil-worshipper, or something of that sort, and also that he had 
the evil eye...' Arthur Conan Doyle was the greatest genre writer Britain has ever produced. Throughout 
a long writing career, he drew on his own medical background, his travels, and his increasing interest 
in spiritualism and the occult to produce a spectacular array of Gothic Tales. Many of Doyle's writings 
are recognised as the very greatest tales of terror. They range from hauntings in the polar wasteland 
to evil surgeons and malevolent jungle landscapes. This collection brings together over thirty of Conan 
Doyle's best Gothic Tales. Darryl Jones's introduction discusses the contradictions in Conan Doyle's 
very public life - as a medical doctor who became obsessed with the spirit world, or a British imperialist 
drawn to support Irish Home Rule - and shows the ways in which these found articulation in that most 
anxious of all literary forms, the Gothic.

Letters of Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury

“Pascal’s Wager is a splendid read. Connor [...] a historian who understands religion and science 
equally [...] keeps us turning the page.” — Michael Gurian, author of The Minds of Boys “James Connor 
gives a racy account of a remarkable man [...] in a book that is a fascinating read.” — Rev. Dr. John 
Polkinghorne, author of Quarks Chaos & Christianity “A compelling and readable study of one of the 
most influential thinkers in religious history.” — Publishers Weekly “Jim Connor is a gifted, talented man 
of letters...” — Malachy McCourt, author of A Monk Swimming “Bet on reading Connor’s fascinating 
chronicle and you can’t go wrong!” — Paul Halpern, author of Brave New Universe

Complete Philosophical and Theological Treatises of Anselm of Canterbury

This authoritative edition was first published in the acclaimed Oxford Authors series under the general 
editorship of Frank Kermode. It brings together a unique combination of Yeats's poetry and prose - 
all the major poems, complemented by plays, critical writings, and letters - to give theessence of his 
work and thinking.W. B. Yeats was born in 1865, only 38 years after the death of William Blake, and 
died in 1939, the contemporary of Ezra Pound and James Joyce. His career crossed two centuries, 
and this volume represents the full range of his achievement, from the Romantic early poems of 
Crossways and thesymbolist masterpiece The Wind Among the Reeds to his last poems. Myth and 
folk-tale influence both his poems and his plays, represented here by Cathleen ni Houlihan and Deirdre 
among others. The importance of the spirit world to his life and work is evident in his critical essays 
and occultwritings, and the anthology also contains political speeches, autobiographical writings, and 
a selection of his letters.This one-volume collection of poems and prose offers a unique perspective 
on the connectedness of Yeats's literary output, showing how his aesthetic, spiritual, and political 
development was reflected in everything he wrote.

Medieval Philosophy

Can human beings be free and responsible if there is a God? Anselm of Canterbury, the first Christian 
philosopher to propose that human beings have a really robust free will, offers viable answers to 
questions which have plagued religious people for at least two thousand years: If divine grace cannot 
be merited and is necessary to save fallen humanity, how can there be any decisive role for individual 
free choice to play? If God knows today what you are going to choose tomorrow, then when tomorrow 
comes you have to choose what God foreknew, so how can your choice be free? If human beings must 
have the option to choose between good and evil in order to be morally responsible, must God be able 
to choose evil? Anselm answers these questions with a sophisticated theory of free will which defends 
both human freedom and the sovereignty and goodness of God.

Gothic Tales

The first Archbishop of Canterbury's Lent Book to be written by the Archbishop Justin Welby himself

Pascal's Wager

A beautiful and vital exploration of the person and work of Jesus at a time when the church has lost 
sight of its first love Inspired by over seventy sermons preached by Simon Ponsonby, Amazed by 
Jesusfollows the life of Jesus from the crib to the cross, meditating on the resurrection, the promise 
that He will come again, and what this person and His life mean for us today. Emphasizing both the 
humanity and divinity of Jesus, Ponsonby showcases what is so amazing about Jesus, helping readers 
to renew their awe and wonder again. Marshalling the multifaceted names and descriptions of Jesus in 



Scripture-the King of the Jews, the Good Shepherd, the Lamb of God, the Living Water, the Bridegroom, 
and many more-this book reveals the one who is God come to us, to be God with us, to show God for 
us. Following Amazing, Ponsonby's poem penned in love as he rediscovered just how amazing Jesus 
is, Amazed by Jesushelps restore our vision of Jesus and expand it, so we can know Him better and 
see Him as He is. Jesus changed and is changing everything. This is a clarion call from Ponsonby to 
the church to return to our first love, to go deeper and truly experience the living water--a discovery 
that will impact the whole world.

The Major Works

In this collection of essays, which were first delivered as lectures at the International Academy of 
Philosophy in the Principality of Liechtenstein in 1998, distinguished philosopher Peter Geach confronts 
some of the most difficult issues in philosophy with the precision of a logician and the grace and wit of 
an accomplished stylist. These essays constitute a significant addition to Professor Geach's esteemed 
body of work in philosophy, as he addresses not only problems of logic and analytic philosophy, but 
also of epistemology and ethics. Geach's engaging discussions of human nature, truth, goodness, 
and love provide probing insight into perennial themes in an appealing, highly readable style which is 
nevertheless forceful and exacting. Geach knows the subjectivity of his own experience and belief and 
is able to illuminate that experience and belief by submitting it to a rational and philosophical inquiry. 
His avowed Catholic perspective is neither a weapon nor a shield. It is an integral part of the sustained, 
systematic, and constructive approach to philosophy demonstrated in these essays. They will certainly 
provoke serious reflection even in those inclined to disagree with Geach's conclusions.

The Westminster Dictionary of Church History

Many people think of history as merely "the past"—or at most, information about the past. But the real 
work of a historian is to listen to the voices of those who have gone before and humbly remember the 
flesh and blood on the other side of the evidence. What is their story? How does it become part of our 
own? In A Little Book for New Historians veteran historian Robert Tracy McKenzie offers a concise, 
clear, and beautifully written introduction to the study of history. In addition to making a case for the 
discipline in our pragmatic, "present-tense" culture, McKenzie lays out necessary skills, methods, and 
attitudes for historians in training. Loaded with concrete examples and insightful principles, this primer 
shows how the study of history, faithfully pursued, can shape your heart as well as your mind.

Anselm on Freedom

This authoritative edition was originally published in the acclaimed Oxford Authors series under the 
general editorship of Frank Kermode. It brings together a unique combination of Milton's poetry and 
prose - all the English verse together with a generous selection from the major prosewritings - to 
give the essence of his work and thinking.Milton's influence on English poetry and criticism has been 
incalculable, and this edition covers the full range of his poetic and political output. It includes Paradise 
Lost, Paradise Regained, and Samson Agonistes as well as major prose works such as Areopagitica 
and The Tenure of Kings andMagistrates. As well as all the English and Italian verse, the volume 
includes most of the Latin and Greek verse in parallel translation. Spelling has been modernized, and 
the poems are arranged in order of publication, essential to an understanding of the progress of Milton's 
career in relationto the political and religious upheavals of his time. The extensive notes cover syntax, 
vocabulary, historical context, and biblical and classical allusions. The introduction traces both Milton's 
changing conception of his own vocation, and the critical reception his work has received over the 
pastfour centuries.

Dethroning Mammon: Making Money Serve Grace

Amazed by Jesus
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