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Language, Context, and Text

This study deals with the linguistic study of texts as a way of understanding how language functions in 
its immensely varied range of social contexts. The authors adopt a functional approach to language, 
in which the different registers or functional varieties of a language are explained by reference to the 
different contexts in which they occur. Their analysis reveals how, on the one hand, each text is unique, 
while on the other, the way a text is organized and the kinds of coherence it displays are closely related 
to the place and the value that it has in its social and cultural environment.

Language, Context, and Text

Contributions in this book illustrate the many methods available for researching language in context 
and for the analysis of everyday text types. Each chapter highlights language as a resource for the 
expression of meanings—a social semiotic resource. Text analysis is used to reveal our capacity to 
formulate multiple meanings for participation in different social practices—in relationships, in work, in 
education and in leisure. The approach is applied in text-based teaching and in the critical analysis of 
public discourses. The texts come from different social spheres including banking, language classes, 
senate hearings, national tests and textbooks, and interior architecture. Text-based research makes 
a major contribution to Critical Discourse Analysis. The editors and authors of this book demonstrate 
the value of text analysis for awareness of the role of language for accountable citizenship and for 
teaching and learning. This book will be of interest to anyone researching in the fields of language 
learning and teaching, functional linguistics, multimodality, social semiotics, systemic functional lin-
guistics, text-based teaching, and genre analysis, as well as literacy teachers and undergraduate and 
postgraduate students of linguistics, media and education.
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Starting from the point of view that language is essentially a social phenomenon, this book explores 
the interconnectedness of linguistic and social matters in a wide vareity of texts ranging from casual 
conversations to extracts from coursebooks. Kress demonstrates that, rather than being powerless in 
the face of a monolithic language system, the individual language user is constantly engaged in the 
processes of linguistic reconstitution and change.

Text-Based Research and Teaching

This volume sign posts several paths of multimodality research and theory-building today. The chapters 
represent a cross-section of current perspectives on multimodal discourse with a special focus on 
theoretical and methodological issues (mode hierarchies, modelling semiotic resources as multiple 
semiotic systems, multimodal corpus annotation). In addition, it discusses a wide range of applications 
for multimodal description in fields like mathematics, entertainment, education, museum design, 
medicine and translation.

Linguistic Processes in Sociocultural Practice

Discourses of Southeast Asia presents the latest Southeast Asian research in Systemic Functional 
Linguistics (SFL). SFL provides a sophisticated social semiotic architecture for exploring meaning in 
languages and texts in the context of Southeast Asia. This edited volume examines the ideational, 
interpersonal and textual metafunctions in the domains of education, media, translation and language 
typology. It applies SFL in text analysis so as to be relevant to theory, research and professional practice. 
This book brings together 12 original chapters by both seasoned and emerging scholars. Their chapters 
study the ‘native’ languages of Southeast Asia: Indonesian, Malay, Tagalog, Thai and Vietnamese, and 
relatively newer languages in Southeast Asia: English and Mandarin. The chapters analyze a variety 
of texts, namely advertisements, classroom interactions, corporate reports, dramas, interviews, media 
reports, narratives, novels, textbooks and video clips. This volume captures the exciting and productive 
state of the art of SFL in Southeast Asia. It will be of particular interest to scholars trying to understand 
the application of SFL in this region.

Language as Social Semiotic

This collection of original articles covers a range of research connecting with the work of the eminent 
linguist Ruqaiya Hasan. It contains contributions from M.A.K. Halliday, G. Williams, D. Butt, D. Miller 
and M. Berry among others, an interview with Ruqaiya Hasan, and notes from the contributors about 
their connection with Ruqaiya Hasan's work.

Perspectives on Multimodality

As the basis of modern translations of the Scriptures, biblical Greek and lexicography are disciplines 
vital to our understanding of the original Christian message. This volume, which celebrates the career 
of Frederick W. Danker, presents the state of the art in Greek and biblical language studies. Amid the 
important topics of discussion are how one discovers the meaning of words, current tools available to 
students of language, and the approach being used in the latest New Testament and Septuagint Greek 
dictionaries. Added features of this book include appendices listing current Greek-English dictionaries 
and grammars and current Greek dictionary and language projects as well as indexes of biblical 
references, Greek and Hebrew words, and grammatical terms.

Language as Social Semiotic

M.A.K Halliday’s work has been hugely influential in linguistics and beyond since the 1960s. This is 
a collection of interviews with key figures in the generation of social semioticians who have taken 
Halliday’s concept of social semiotics and developed it further in various directions, making their 
own original contributions to theory and practice. This book highlights their main lines of thought and 
considers how they relate to both the original concept of social semiotics and to each other. Key themes 
include: Linguistic studies, multilinguality and evolution of language; Text, discourse and classroom 
studies; Digital texts, computer communication and science teaching; Multimodal text- and discourse 
analysis; Education and literacy; Media work and visual and audio modes; Critical Discourse Analysis. 
Featuring interviews with leading figures from linguistics, education and communication studies, a 
framing introduction and concluding chapter summing up commonalities and differences, connections 
and conflicts and key themes, this is essential reading for any scholar or student working in the area 



of social semiotics and systemic functional linguistics. Additional video resources are available on the 
Routledge website. Featuring: Christian M.I.M. Matthiessen, Theo Van Leeuwen, James R. Martin, Jay 
Lemke, Gunther Kress

Discourses of Southeast Asia

The shift towards a sociolinguistic approach to the analysis of language in the last few decades has 
necessitated new definitions for a number of concepts that linguists have taken for granted for a 
long time. This volume attempts to demystify the important notions of ‘text’ and ‘context’ by providing 
clear definitions and examples within the assumptions of Systemic Functional (SF) linguistics. After 
a discussion of the role and significance of context by three eminent SF linguists in section one, the 
influence of context on text is dealt with in section two ‘From Context to Language’. Section three ‘From 
Language to Context’ considers textual features and their relationship to contextual factors. All the 
contributors base their analyses on data collected from a variety of spoken and written registers of 
contemporary English.

Society in Language, Language in Society

The concept "context of situation" introduced by Malinowski some eighty years ago has now become 
an essential element of the vocabulary of any linguistic theory whose aim is to reveal the nature of 
language. With the abandonment of the spurious distinction between competence and performance, 
the process of language, i.e., language use, has claimed its rightful place in the study of language. The 
chapters of this book focus on the relations of context and text, conceptualising the latter as language 
operative in some recognizable social context. It is argued that context is not simply a backdrop for the 
occurrence of words; rather, it is an active element which on the one hand plays a crucial role in the 
progression of human discourse and on the other enters into and shapes the very nature of language as 
process and as system, furnishing the foundation for functionality in language. Acting as the interface 
between language and society, context analysis reveals the power of language for creating, maintaining 
and changing human relationships.

Biblical Greek Language and Lexicography

Gunther Kress, a pioneer in the field of multimodality and the co-author of the bestselling Reading 
Images, produces a comprehensive theoretical framework for the study of the topic providing sample 
analyses and suggestions for further reading.

Social Semiotics

This stimulating volume provides fresh perspectives on choice, a key notion in systemic functional 
linguistics. Bringing together a global team of well-established and up-and-coming systemic functional 
linguists, it shows how the different senses of choice as process and as product are interdependent, 
and how they operate at all levels of language. Taking an interdisciplinary approach, it covers a range 
of linguistic viewpoints, informed by evolutionary theory, psychology, sociology and neuroscience, to 
produce a complex but unifying account of the issues. This book offers a critical examination of choice 
and is ideal for students and researchers working in all areas of functional linguistics as well as cognitive 
linguistics, second-language acquisition, neurolinguistics and sociolinguistics.

Text and Context in Functional Linguistics

This collection of original research highlights the legacy of Michael Toolan’s pioneering contributions 
to the field of stylistics and in so doing provides a critical overview of the ways in which language, text, 
and context are analyzed in the field and its related disciplines. Featuring work from an international 
range of contributors, the book illustrates how the field of stylistics has evolved in the 25 years since the 
publication of Toolan’s seminal Language, Text and Context, which laid the foundation for the analysis 
of the language and style in literary texts. The volume demonstrates how technological innovations 
and the development of new interdisciplinary methodologies, including those from corpus, cognitive, 
and multimodal stylistics, point to the greater degree of interplay between language, text, and context 
exemplified in current research and how this dynamic relationship can be understood by featuring 
examples from a variety of texts and media. Underscoring the significance of Michael Toolan’s extensive 
work in the field in the evolution of literary linguistic research, this volume is key reading for students 
and researchers in stylistics, discourse studies, corpus linguistics, and interdisciplinary literary studies.

Context in the System and Process of Language



This two volume handbook provides a comprehensive examination of policy, practice, research and 
theory related to English Language Teaching in international contexts. More than 70 chapters highlight 
the research foundation for best practices, frameworks for policy decisions, and areas of consensus and 
controversy in second language acquisition and pedagogy. The Handbook provides a unique resource 
for policy makers, educational administrators, and researchers concerned with meeting the increasing 
demand for effective English language teaching. It offers a strongly socio-cultural view of language 
learning and teaching. It is comprehensive and global in perspective with a range of fresh new voices 
in English language teaching research.

Multimodality

This book is intended as a systemic functional contribution to language typology both for those who 
would like to understand and describe particular languages against the background of generalizations 
about a wide range of languages and also for those who would like to develop typological accounts 
that are based on and embody descriptions of the systems of particular languages (rather than 
isolated constructions). The book is a unique contribution in at least two respects. On the one hand, 
it is the first book based on systemic functional theory that is specifically concerned with language 
typology. On the other hand, the book combines the particular with the general in the description of 
languages: it presents comparable sketches of particular languages while at the same time identifying 
generalizations based on the languages described here as well as on other languages. The volume 
explores eight languages, covering seven language families: French, German, Pitjantjatjara, Tagalog, 
Telugu, Vietnamese, Chinese, and Japanese.

Systemic Functional Linguistics

Each of the contributions in this volume expresses in some way the hope that it is possible to achieve 
an integrity of linguistics, understood as a science of man, in its psychological, sociological, pragmatic 
and cultural context. The first section focuses on the history of language study, the second section 
on the integrative description of facets of language, and the last section on the need for the study of 
language in context.

Rethinking Language, Text and Context

Presenting a field-defining overview of one of the most appliable linguistic theories available today, this 
Handbook surveys the key issues in the study of systemic functional linguistics (SFL), covering an 
impressive range of theoretical perspectives. Written by some of the world's foremost SFL scholars, 
including M. A. K. Halliday, the founder of SFL theory, the handbook covers topics ranging from the 
theory behind the model, discourse analysis within SFL, applied SFL, to SFL in relation to other 
subfields of linguistics such as intonation, typology, clinical linguistics and education. Chapters include 
discussion on the possible future directions in which research might be conducted and issues that can 
be further investigated and resolved. Readers will be inspired to pursue the challenges raised within 
the volume, both theoretically and practically.

International Handbook of English Language Teaching

Distinguished contributors focus on the relationship between politics and religion, and on ordinary peo-
ple’s religious life. These topics are approached through empirical studies and theoretical discussions, 
and editor Pål Repstad demonstrates the need for a closer relationship between the two topics.

Language Typology

The Routledge Handbook of Systemic Functional Linguistics brings together internationally renowned 
scholars of systemic functional linguistics (SFL) to provide a space for critical examination of the key 
tenets underpinning SFL theory. Uniquely, it includes description of the three main strands within 
contemporary SFL scholarship: Halliday’s Introduction to Functional Grammar, Martin’s discourse 
semantics and Fawcett’s Cardiff Grammar. In five sections and thirty-eight interdisciplinary chapters, 
this is the first handbook to cover the whole architecture of SFL theory, comprising: the ontology and 
epistemology of SFL; SFL as a clause grammar; lexicogrammar below the clause, and SFL’s approach 
to constituency; SFL’s vibrant theory of language above the clause; and SFL as a theory of praxis with 
real-world applications. With a wide range of language examples, a comprehensive editors’ introduction 



and a section on further reading, The Routledge Handbook of Systemic Functional Linguistics is an 
essential resource for all those studying and researching SFL or functional grammar.

History and Perspectives of Language Study

The ten papers in this volume focus on Subject and Theme. Theme began its life as a semantic notion 
in the work of Vilém Mathesius, while Subject has traditionally been seen as just a syntactic entity. 
More recently two related perspectives on these concepts have attracted linguists' attention: the formal 
criteria for their recognition and the relations between the two concepts. Using the systemic functional 
model as their point of departure, the papers in the present volume consider the two notions in a 
wider context by relating them to the interpersonal and textual metafunctions of language. By contrast 
with the current linguistic approaches, the primary focus here is neither simply on formal recognition 
criteria nor on the relation of these elements to each other; instead, the notions of Subject and Theme 
are examined from the point of view of their function in the economy of discourse, with studies of their 
significance in English and French, as well as in a range of non-Indo-European languages. Definitions of 
the concepts are offered on the basis of their discourse functions, which are also important in selecting 
the formal recognition criteria and in understanding their mutually supportive role vis à vis each other. 
Most of the papers in the volume are a selection from presentations made at the 19th International 
Systemic Functional Congress at Macquarie University.

The Cambridge Handbook of Systemic Functional Linguistics

Provides a way of accounting for the relationship between language and a variety of social phenomena.

Political Religion, Everyday Religion: Sociological Trends

This book draws on visual data, ranging from advertisements to postage stamps to digital personal 
photography, to offer a complex interpretation of the different social functions realised by these texts 
as semiotic artefacts. Framed within the media environment of the city of Hong Kong, the study 
demonstrates the importance of social context to meaning making and social semiotic multimodal 
analysis. This book will be of interest to readers in the arts, humanities and social sciences, particularly 
within the fields of semiotics, visual studies, design studies, media and cultural studies, anthropology 
and sociology.

The Routledge Handbook of Systemic Functional Linguistics

Offering an examination of the data analysis techniques, this collection explores fresh perspectives on 
analytical approaches in educational research.

On Subject and Theme

>

Language and Social Relations

In the social sciences and humanities, researchers often qualify the period in which we are living as 
‘late-modern’, ‘post-modern’ or ‘superdiverse’. These terms seek to capture changing conditions and 
priorities brought about by a new social order. This social order is characterized, among other traits, by 
an increased visibility of social, cultural and linguistic diversity, arising out of unprecedented migration 
and mobility patterns. It is also associated with the development of information and communication 
technologies, which in the digital era transform communication patterns, identities, relationships and 
possibilities for action. For education, these late-modern conditions create numerous interesting chal-
lenges, given that they are of course reflected in the classroom and other sites of learning. Conditions 
of ‘superdiversity’ mean that, in educational institutions, varied practices, linguistic repertoires, and 
symbolic resources come into contact, posing questions about how institutions and actors choose to 
deal with this diversity. Likewise, digital technologies with their possibilities for assembling and using 
multimodal texts in new ways transform the learning experience, redefining what counts as teaching, 
learning, knowledge, or assessment. By providing careful analyses of policies and interactions in 
superdiverse, technologically complex, educational contexts, the authors of this volume contribute 
something important: they give a shape – a semiotic form – to some of the issues raised by transnational 
migration, sociocultural diversity, and digital complexity. They construct a framework for reflecting about 
the new social order and its impact on education. They also reveal the kinds of new questions and new 



terrains that can and must be explored by linguistic research if it wants to stay relevant for education 
in these times of change.

Multimodal Communication

Most studies of the genre of Luke-Acts underestimate the role of literary divergence in genre analysis. 
This monograph will show how attention to literary divergence may bring resolution to the increasingly 
complex discussions of the genre(s) of Luke-Acts.

Using Analytical Frameworks for Classroom Research

This book focuses on ideology and its function in fictional discourse, exploring the link between textual 
ideologies and real ideologies in text-production environments. It attempts this through a specific focus 
on the social and linguistic elements that control the presence, the use, and the presentation of ideology, 
and also the way in which linguistic elements are controlled and manipulated by the collective con-
sciousness of the text producer. This correlation between fictional discourse and ideology is revealed 
through a series of chapters that cover four closely interrelated areas, focusing specifically on Malaysian 
and Singaporean fiction. Firstly, the positioning of Malaysian and Singaporean literatures in English 
as individual literary traditions. This is to counter the non-recognition of Malaysian and Singaporean 
literatures as individual traditions in spite of five decades of independence. Secondly, establishing a 
contextual (socio-cultural and political) framework as a basis for discussion on real ideology, arguing 
that Malaysian and Singaporean writers have moved beyond the anti-western nationalistic stage and 
on to more personal and communal concerns such as race relations, identity and a sense of belonging. 
Thirdly, rationalising the social structures of ideology that are likely to be found in the Malaysian and 
Singaporean social milieus, especially location and text-specific social variables of ideology. Lastly, it 
seeks to reveal a linguistic-oriented approach for the study of textual ideologies and for linking textual 
ideologies to ideologies in the overall text production environment. The book ultimately shows the 
significant possibilities of systematic links between textual ideology, and the real ideology in the text 
production environment, through what can best be termed as ideological stylistics. In doing so, it aims to 
contribute significantly to studies of ideology in general and more specifically on ideology on Malaysian 
and Singaporean literatures in English.

Language and Education

This book focuses on how instruction affects English learners’ use of Theme and thematic progression 
(thematic organization). While thematic organization in learner English has been extensively studied, 
little research has been done to investigate the effects of instruction on the use of Theme and thematic 
progression. Adopting a Systemic Functional Grammar approach, this study explores how a ten-week 
instruction on thematic organization affects Chinese college students’ use of Theme and thematic 
progression by comparing their English essays before and after the instruction, with native-speaker 
essays as the research baseline. Second-language acquisition researchers, curriculum developers 
and foreign language teachers will find this book useful as it not only presents a clear and detailed 
report of how Chinese college students learn to make better thematic choices, but also provides a 
well-developed instructional package on Theme and thematic progression.

Multilingualism and Multimodality

This book presents an analysis of Chinese grammar from a systemic functional perspective. Its main 
focus is the clausal grammar of Chinese, and Dr Li provides a thorough analysis of Chinese clauses 
according to their constituent parts. However, uniquely, the second half of the book extends this 
examination into an analysis of Chinese discourse and text analysis. Professor Halliday's foreword 
praises Eden Li's thorough analysis, and shows its relevance to the field of systemic functional 
linguistics in general. Systemic Functional Grammar of Chinese provides the reader with a general 
theoretical framework of grammar and discourse analysis from a systemic functional perspective.

History, Biography, and the Genre of Luke-Acts

This text aims to examine the nature of text and context, using theoretical models based in the 
framework of Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL).

Ideological Stylistics and Fictional Discourse



The sociolinguistic turn of the 1960's has been remarkably successful: variability of language is no 
longer an issue open to debate. But studies of variation have by and large been restricted to the level of 
expression. This volume makes a contribution to a neglected area in sociolinguistics, namely variation 
at the level of meaning, i.e., semantic variation. The chapters in this volume discuss the results of an 
empirical research strongly supporting the view that systematic variation in the choice of semantic 
elements occurs across different social strata: mothers and their young children less than four years 
old showed a highly consistent, statistically significant, orientation to distinct styles of meaning, which 
correlated with their social positioning. The comparison of kindergarten teachers' ways of meaning with 
those of mothers', not surprisingly, reveal that teacher talk is an exaggerated version of middle class 
mothers' talk. Findings of this research are relevant to any serious discourse about equitable education.

Theme and Thematic Progression in Chinese College Students’ English Essays

Discourse in English Language Education is designed to introduce students to the major concepts and 
issues in discourse analysis and its applications to language education, drawing on the key research 
from a range of approaches. This will be essential reading for upper undergraduates and postgraduates 
with interests in applied linguistics, TESOL and mother tongue language education.

A Systemic Functional Grammar of Chinese

The essays in this volume explore communication across cultures using an interdisciplinary approach 
to language teaching and learning, mediated by the growing field of educational linguistics. Topics 
include the use of English as a medium of wider communication and the growth of national varieties 
of English throughout the world. An international array of distinguished contributors includes scholars 
from China, Great Britain, Hong Kong, India, Israel, Nigeria, Singapore, Taiwan, Ukraine, and the United 
States. This collection suggests that language diversity is a unifying force in a globally interdependent 
world.

Text and Context in Functional Linguistics

Discourse in English Language Education introduces students to the major concepts and questions in 
Discourse Studies and their applications to language education. Each chapter draws on key research to 
examine critically a particular approach in the field, providing a review of important literature, examples 
to illustrate the principal issues concerned and an outline of the implications for their application 
to pedagogy. Features include: coverage of a broad range of approaches in the field, including 
Systemic Functional Linguistics and Register, Speech Acts, the Cooperative Principle and Politeness, 
Conversation Analysis, Genre Analysis, Critical Discourse Analysis and Corpus Linguistics analysis 
of a wide range of discourse examples that include casual conversation, newspapers, fiction, radio, 
classrooms, blogs and real-life learner texts a selection of illustrations and tables carefully chosen 
to enhance students' understanding of different concepts and approaches stimulating discussion 
questions at the end of each chapter, specially designed to foster critical thinking, reflection and 
engagement with the topics covered. Engaging, accessible and comprehensive, Discourse in English 
Language Education richly demonstrates how Discourse Studies can inform the teaching of English 
and other languages, both as a foreign language and in the mother tongue. It will be essential reading for 
upper undergraduates and postgraduates with interests in Applied Linguistics, TESOL and Language 
Education.

Semantic Variation

This collection brings together innovative research from socially-oriented applied linguists working in 
sports. Drawing on contemporary approaches to applied linguistics, this book provides readers with 
in-depth analyses of examples of language-in-use in the context of sport, and interprets them through 
the lens of larger issues within sport culture and practice. With contributions from an international group 
of scholars, this an essential reference for scholars and researchers in applied linguistics, discourse 
analysis, sport communication, sport management, journalism and media studies.

Discourse in English Language Education

Ideology is so powerful it makes us believe that war is rational, despite both its brutal means and its 
devastating ends. The power of ideology comes from its intimate relation to language: ideology recruits 
all semiotic modalities, but language is its engine-room. Drawing on Halliday’s linguistic theory – in 



particular, his account of the “semiotic big-bang” - this book explains the latent semiotic machinery of 
language on which ideology depends. The book illustrates the ideological power of language through 
a study of perhaps the most significant and consequential of our ideologies: those that enable us to 
legitimate, celebrate, even venerate war, at the same time that we abhor, denounce and proscribe 
violence. To do so, it makes use of large multi-register corpora (including the British National Corpus), 
and the reporting of the 2003 invasion of Iraq by Australian, US, European, and Asian news sources. 
Combining detailed text analysis with corpus linguistic methods, it provides an empirical analysis 
showing the astonishing reach of our ideologies of war and their profoundly covert and coercive power.

Georgetown University Round Table on Languages and Linguistics (GURT) 1994: Educational Lin-
guistics, Cross-Cultural Communication, and Global Interdependence

Discourse in English Language Education
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