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Death On A Friday Afternoon Meditations On The Last 
Words Of Jesus From The Cross
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Delve into profound meditations on the final utterances of Jesus from the cross, exploring the depth of 
his sacrifice and love. This collection offers powerful reflections, ideal for Good Friday contemplation, 
Lenten devotion, or anyone seeking a deeper understanding of Christ's last words and their enduring 
significance.

Our lecture notes collection helps students review lessons from top universities world-
wide.
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Death On A Friday Afternoon

Numerous writers and composers have been captivated by the suggestiveness of Jesus' Seven Last 
Words. But Richard John Neuhaus's sustained exploration of these utterances is something altogether 
different. Through them he plumbs the depths of human experience and sets forth the central narrative 
of Western civilization-the suffering, death, and resurrection of Christ-in a way that engages the 
attention of believers, unbelievers, and those who are not sure what they believe. Death on a Friday 
Afternoon is an invitation to the reader into a spiritual and intellectual exploration of the dark side of 
human experience with the promise of light and life on the far side of darkness.

The Eternal Pity

Drawing upon a vast range of human experience and reflection, this book seeks to demonstrate how 
people have tried to cope with the inevitability of death. Different cultures teach people to respond to 
their own death and the death of others in different ways.

The Seven Last Words from the Cross

For at least a century, at special three-hour services on Good Friday, it has been the custom in many 
churches to reflect on the Seven Last Words of Jesus from the Cross. In this tradition, Fleming Rutledge 
here presents seven eloquent meditations on these final sayings of Jesus. Rutledge links the sayings 
from the cross with contemporary events and concerns, but also incorporates recent biblical scholarship 
and modern questions about the death of Christ, particularly in light of Mel Gibson's film The Passion of 
the Christ. Rutledge shows how each word or saying from the Cross affords an opportunity for readers 
to gain a deeper understanding of the horrific death suffered by Jesus. Intending for this book to lead 
readers into a genuine devotional experience, Rutledge has made every effort to evoke and preserve 
the contemplative atmosphere of the three-hour Good Friday memorial. The book includes frequent 
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references to hymns associated with this special day, and each meditation ends with an appropriate 
hymn text for personal prayer and reflection.

The Dying of Jesus

The liturgical season of Lent and Good Friday are very important for Christians as they meditate 
and reflect upon the dying of Jesus. These are traditions that take us back to the very beginnings of 
the Christian tradition. From early times, pilgrims have made their way to the Holy Land, especially 
Jerusalem, to walk where Jesus walked and to remember his death on the cross. Not everyone can go 
to Jerusalem, and we cannot stand at the foot of the cross of Jesus, but the Stations of the Cross and 
the Seven Last Words may take us to Jerusalem and to Calvary imaginatively.

Cross-Shattered Christ

In Cross-Shattered Christ, theologian Stanley Hauerwas offers a moving reflection on Jesus's final 
words from the cross. This small and powerful volume is theologically poignant and steeped in humility. 
Hauerwas's pithy discussion opens our ears to the language of Scripture while opening our hearts 
to a truer vision of God. Touching in original and surprising ways on subjects such as praying the 
Psalms and our need to be remembered by Jesus, Hauerwas emphasizes Christ's humanity as well 
as the sheer "differentness" of God. Ideal for personal devotion during Lent and throughout the year, 
Cross-Shattered Christ offers a transformative reading of Jesus's words that goes directly to the heart 
of the gospel.

Doing Theology for the Church

Doing Theology for the Church honors the life of Klyne R. Snodgrass and his four decades of service 
as professor of New Testament at North Park Theological Seminary as well as to the wider church 
and academy. Snodgrass's work is multifaceted and encompasses the study of the gospels and the 
parables, Paul, inner-biblical interpretation, women and ministry, and identity. In conversation with 
Snodgrass's wide range of interests, the book is organized around these themes. In addition to honoring 
a significant person, the purpose of a festschrift is to interact with that individual's work, to examine its 
implications, and to take up the honoree's interests in new and creative ways. This volume accomplishes 
all of this, with the contributors thoughtfully engaging the significant themes that have constituted the 
life and work of their colleague, mentor, teacher, and friend.

Violence, Hospitality, and the Cross

Offers a new model for understanding the atonement, sensitive to both the Christian tradition and its 
postmodern critics.

The Crucifixion

Few treatments of the death of Jesus Christ have made a point of accounting for the gruesome, 
degrading, public manner of his death by crucifixion, a mode of execution so loathsome that the ancient 
Romans never spoke of it in polite society. Rutledge probes all the various themes and motifs used by 
the New Testament evangelists and apostolic writers to explain the meaning of the cross of Christ. She 
shows how each of the biblical themes contributes to the whole, with the Christus Victor motif and the 
concept of substitution sharing pride of place along with Irenaeus's recapitulation model.

Eternal Pity

Drawing upon a vast range of human experience and reflection, The Eternal Pity: Reflections on Dying 
demonstrates how people try to cope with the inevitability of death. Different cultures, informed by 
religious beliefs and sometimes desperate hope, teach people to respond to their own death and the 
deaths of others in modes as various as defiance, stoic resignation, and unbridled grief. In addition 
to examples from literature, poetry, and religious texts, Father Richard John Neuhaus provides an 
intensely personal account of his encounter with death through emergency cancer surgery and reflects 
on how that encounter has changed the way he lives. While many writers have deplored the "denial of 
death" in our culture, The Eternal Pity shows how themes of death and dying are nevertheless perennial 
and pervasive. Society may be viewed as a disorganized march of multitudes waving little banners of 
meaning before the threat of nonbeing that is death. Some selections in this book depict people utterly 
surprised by their mortality; others highlight how the whole of one's life can be a preparation for what 



used to be called "a good death." For some, life is a relentless effort to hold death at bay; for others, 
death is, although not welcomed, reflectively anticipated. Nothing so universally defines the human 
condition as the fact that we shall die. The Eternal Pity helps us to understand how the prospect of 
death compels decisions about how we might live.

The Last Words of Jesus

Much has been written on the last words of Jesus, the traditional phrases taken from Scripture that 
depict the final moments of Jesus’s life as he dies on the cross. In this new take on the last words, 
author Dan Horan brings a fresh perspective to this time-honored meditation as he challenges readers 
to look at their lives through the lens of Jesus’s suffering and death. Yet interlaced with suffering, the 
focus throughout is on the immense love of God for human beings, shown in the gift of Jesus, God made 
flesh. In his preface, Horan writes: “In a world that remains irrevocably shaped by the suffering of the 
human condition, the misunderstanding between groups and cultures symbolized by the horrific events 
of September 11, we need to hear Christ’s words anew.” He gives us a different look into these words by 
drawing on works by other noted scholars and spiritual writers, then fashioning a view of these phrases 
that’s contemporary and thought-provoking. An ideal Lenten companion, especially during Holy Week, 
The Last Words of Jesus will also serve as a useful meditation throughout the year on the deep love 
Jesus bore for us in taking on the human condition. The audio edition of this book can be downloaded 
via Audible.

Suffering Makes You Beautiful

Suffering is the privileged place of the encounter with the crucified Christ. It is the mysterious link that 
fuses the one who suffers with the suffering heart of Jesus on the cross. Suffering Makes You Beautiful 
is a reflection on the transformative power of human suffering when perceived through the lens of 
faith and grappled within dialogue with the Word of God. It springs forth from the author's faith journey 
through a life-altering experience of suffering. The book is offered as a theology of human suffering that 
informs and transforms all who are overshadowed by the darkness of difficulty. May it serve to enable 
the reader to see with the eyes of faith and to be rooted in the solid ground of Christian hope!

The Gospel According to Christ

Christianity is in crisis. We live in a time when millions of people profoundly misunderstand the message 
of the Gospel. They believe that being a Christian means little more than being a nice person. They view 
Jesus as a wise moral teacher who showed us how to live better lives, and they conclude that the love 
of humanity is our greatest cause and its progress our primary purpose. Whatever else may be said of 
this view of Christianity, it is certainly not what Jesus taught. It is an attempt to replace the concepts of 
sin, redemption, and salvation with the more socially acceptable virtues of tolerance, compassion, and 
social progress. It elevates humanity and the world above God and his kingdom and reduces Jesus to 
a mere moral philosopher. But who did Jesus say he was? What was the essential message of Christ? 
The Gospel According to Christ answers those questions by examining the words of Jesus, in their 
context and in their entirety. The answers will be shocking to many Christians.

Introducing Moral Theology

Whether in the cafeteria, classroom, or dorm lounge, questions abound on college campuses. Not only 
do students grapple with existential issues but they also struggle with ethical ones such as "Why be 
moral?" In Introducing Moral Theology, William Mattison addresses this question as well as grapples 
with the impact that religious belief has on day-to-day living. Structured in two parts, this unique text 
on Catholic moral theology covers cardinal virtues (temperance, prudence, fortitude, and justice) as 
well as theological virtues (faith, hope, and love). It is equipped with study questions, terms and their 
definitions, and illustrative case studies. Rooted in the Catholic tradition, this overview will also appeal 
to non-Catholics interested in virtue ethics.

No Love So Sure: The Book

In response to the recent critiques made against Balthasar’s interpretation of Christ’s descent into hell 
on Holy Saturday, this book argues that Balthasar does not intend to present a radical reinterpretation 
of the doctrine in contrast to the traditional teachings but rather intends to fully appreciate the 
in-betweenness of Holy Saturday as the day of transition from the cross to the resurrection, from the old 



aeon to the new. The book further argues that this awareness of the “in-betweenness” can be detected 
throughout Balthasar’s theological corpus and provides a clue to interpret his thoughts on Christian 
discipleship and suffering. After all, the Christian existence is also characterized by the transition from 
the old aeon to the new, from suffering to victory. The Christian believes that their victory is already here 
and not here yet. In this sense, the Christian still lives in Holy Saturday. Eventually, we can deepen our 
understanding of Christian discipleship and suffering in the light of Holy Saturday. In short, we could 
patiently endure our Holy Saturday because of Christ’s Holy Saturday in hell.

And Still We Wait

"This is a book on the use and interpretation of Scriptures in Byzantine Orthodox hymnography. 
The idea of writing such a book emerged with the publication of my The Old Testament in Eastern 
Orthodox Tradition (Oxford University Press, 2014). In the last two chapters of that work, I dealt with two 
media through which liturgists have interpreted the Scriptures, namely, the "aural" (e.g., hymnography, 
lectionaries, homilies, etc.) and "visual" (e.g., portable icons, mosaics, frescoes, liturgical acts, etc.) 
modes of interpretation, which I coined "liturgical exegesis." In that work, I made a general remark 
about liturgical exegesis: "The condensed liturgical exegesis is again a challenge to hearers and 
readers to locate the texts, events, images, and figures woven into the hymnography." I took on that 
challenge myself, having researched and written the present book, which seeks to identify Scriptures 
in Byzantine hymnography, a challenge as difficult as finding the proverbial needle in a haystack. 
Through a comprehensive and minute analysis of selected hymns, I have strived to make sure that no 
scriptural needle, as tiny and unobservable as it might be (i.e., scriptural hapax legomena [Gr. forms 
"occurring once" in the Bible] or rare words), remains hidden in the depths of the hymnic tapestry. 
Therefore, the first goal of my research was to find Scriptures, primarily Old Testament, in Byzantine 
Orthodox hymnography. The selection criteria for which hymns to consider rested fundamentally upon 
the presence of references and hints of the Old Testament in the targeted hymns. However, due to 
the resilient "hiddenness" of scriptural material within the poetic fabric of the hymns, it took me quite 
some time to decide which hymns should be selected and then thoroughly analyzed. The second 
goal of my research was to identify key features and hermeneutical procedures characteristic of 
"liturgical exegesis" in comparison to "discursive exegesis" (i.e., the interpretive method of ancient 
biblical commentaries)."--

Hearing the Scriptures

This book affirms relationship as the shared human elemental pursuit and proposes relationship as the 
transformative space. Wonderfully, the author asserts, it is God's intention to fulfill this intrinsic human 
desire in the present in all of us and universally. This desire is an often inarticulate, innate desire and 
pursuit to enjoy and reflect the divine image in which every human being was created. In this book, 
this pursuit is referred to as proleptic spiritual transformation (PrMST). That is, this book demonstrates 
that what is too often relegated to eternity is available now. Relationship is the Transformative Space 
considers God's heart, in relationship, and its implication toward human spirituality and how this intent 
has been interrupted and restored. God is actively interested in the recovery of a fully expressed image 
in humanity.

Relationship Is the Transformative Space

Since its inception in 1990, the journal First Things has concluded each issue with Richard John 
Neuhaus's "The Public Square." His column has attracted the attention of America's most influential 
journalists, opinion-makers, and intellectuals. All who read it appreciate its serious discussions of 
religious and social topics, its lively prose, and its occasional dash of wicked humor. This volume 
presents a sampling of the best of "The Public Square." Culled from columns written from 1996 to 
2000, these thirty-two insightful pieces range from reflections on theology, philosophy, and politics to 
education, bioethics, law, and family life. Each one demonstrates Neuhaus's authorial flair and keen 
intellect. As Neuhaus argues, "public life is mainly about culture, and at the heart of culture is morality, 
and at the heart of morality is religion." Few thinkers today can illumine this relationship as directly as 
Neuhaus.

The Best of The Public Square\

This collection bundles two of popular author Chuck Colson’s classics into one volume for a great value! 
The Good Life What constitutes “the good life?” Chuck Colson explores the ways in which people define 



and live “the pursuit of happiness.” Colson uses fascinating real-life stories to illustrate the philosophies 
and worldviews by which individuals seek the good life. Colson speaks directly and revealingly about 
his Watergate years, and he examines the beliefs and assumptions that make up the fabric of our lives. 
The Good Life searches for answers to the questions we all ask: Who am I? Why am I here? How can 
I make my life count? How Now Shall We Live? True Christianity goes far beyond John 3:16—beyond 
private faith and personal salvation. It is nothing less than a framework for understanding all of reality. 
It is a worldview. In How Now Shall We Live?, the 2000 Gold Medallion winner for best book about 
Christianity and society, Chuck Colson and Nancy Pearcey show that the great spiritual battle today 
is a cosmic struggle between competing worldviews. Through inspiring true stories and compelling 
teaching, they demonstrate how to Expose the false views and values of modern culture Live a more 
fulfilling life the way God created us to live Contend for the faith by understanding how nonbelievers 
think Build a society that reflects biblical principles In short, How Now Shall We Live? will give you 
the confidence you need to make a difference in the world today and most of all in the lives of people 
around you.

The Charles Colson Collection: The Good Life / How Now Shall We Live?

"Read but the words of this book and be healed. Dr. Hurley is that remarkable combination of rigorous 
scientist and profoundly spiritual physician. You would not mind a long wait in his office to tell him your 
story. But you will likely find it already in these pages with indispensable counsel on how to understand 
and manage the sorrows and pains of life. You will keep this book and give copies to others." --Eugene 
Kennedy, author of The Pain of Being Human and My Brother Joseph: The Spirit of a Cardinal and 
the Story of a Friendship Coping with illness is never easy, but we can find hope in the midst of our 
suffering when we look to Jesus, the ultimate physician. In Facing Pain, Finding Hope, Dr. Daniel Hurley 
explores what he calls "the intimacy of suffering and faith." It is a place where afflicted people encounter 
the Jesus of the Gospels--a doctor with no rushed appointment schedule, no need of malpractice 
insurance. Dr. Hurley shows how an intimate reading of the Gospels can open new horizons of healing 
for people coping with illness. Through this book, he invites sufferers--and those who live with them--into 
a dialogue with Jesus the healer.

Facing Pain, Finding Hope

If you are passionate about participating in the recovery of preaching for the spiritual formation of God's 
people, then you will want to jump into this lively collection of biblically rigorous, culturally intuitive, 
grace-drenched sermons. Robert Dean sets the bar very high, even as he throws the gauntlet down, 
with these remarkable expressions of all that preaching was supposed to be and can still become. 
Animated by the conviction that the preached word is the playground of the Living Word, the pages of 
Leaps of Faith are populated by saints and sinners, pimps and prophets. Unexpectedly and delightfully, 
Bono works alongside Bonhoeffer, Dr. Phil learns a lesson from the Amish, and a discussion of body 
odor primes the senses for contemplating the mission of God. Rooted deeply in the lives of actual 
worshipping communities, these wonder-laden sermons from the prophetic imagination of an emerging 
pastor-theologian dare the reader to leap into the continuing story of the Triune God and, in doing so, 
discover that all of life has been taken up in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Leaps of Faith

How does the New Testament echo the Old? Which versions of the Hebrew Scriptures were au-
thoritative for New Testament writers? The appearance of concepts, images, and passages from the 
Old Testament in the books of the New raises important questions about textual versions, allusions, 
and the differences between ancient and modern meaning. Written by ten distinguished scholars, 
Hearing the Old Testament in the New Testament first lays out significant foundational issues and then 
systematically investigates the use of the Old in the New Testament. In a culminating essay Andreas 
Kstenberger both questions and affirms the other contributors' findings. These essays together will 
reward a wide range of New Testament readers with a wealth of insights.

Hearing the Old Testament in the New Testament

Stephen Catanzarite takes a close look at what many consider to be U2's most fully formed album 
through the prisms of religion, politics, spirituality, and culture, illuminating its previously unexplored 
depths, arguing that it's a concept album about love and the fall of man.



U2's Achtung Baby

What is the church? What is its mission in the world? Modern Protestantism's inability to provide a clear 
answer to these seemingly simple questions has resulted in vast confusion amongst pastors about the 
nature of their calling and has left congregations languishing without a clear reason for existence. Many 
of the voices and allegiances competing for the churches' attention have rushed in to fill the void, with 
the result that the church in modernity has frequently found itself captive to the prevailing culture. Yet 
from within the belly of highly culturally accommodated churches, both the German pastor-theologian 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the American theological ethicist Stanley Hauerwas were able to articulate 
compelling visions of churches freed from their cultural captivity in order to truly and freely serve God 
and neighbor. Against the complex and confusing backdrops of Nazi Germany and late twentieth- and 
early twenty-first-century America respectively, Bonhoeffer and Hauerwas sought to recover the ethical 
and political character of the Christian faith through recalling the church back to the christological 
center of its faith. Together they provide a rich set of complementary, and at times mutually correcting, 
resources for the contemporary church as it seeks to faithfully bear witness to Christ amidst the ruins 
of Christendom.

For the Life of the World

In spite of Connie Willis’s numerous science fiction awards and her groundbreaking history as a woman 
in the field, there is a surprising dearth of critical publication surrounding her work. Taking Doomsday 
Book as its cue, this collection argues that Connie Willis’s most famous novel, along with the rest of her 
oeuvre, performs science fiction’s task of cognitive estrangement by highlighting our human inability to 
read the times correctly—and yet also affirming the ethical imperative to attempt to truly observe and 
record our temporal location. Willis’s fiction emphasizes that doomsdays happen every day, and they 
risk being forgotten by some, even as their trauma repeats for others. However, disasters also have the 
potential to upend accepted knowledge and transform the social order for the better, and this collection 
considers the ways that Willis pairs comic and tragic modes to reflect these uncertainties.

Connie Willis’s Science Fiction

On the basis of a theologically grounded understanding of the nature of persons and the self, Jack 
O. Balswick, Pamela Ebstyne King and Kevin S. Reimer present a model of human development that 
ranges across all of life's stages: infancy, childhood, adolescence, young adulthood, middle adulthood 
and elder adulthood. They do this by drawing on a biblical model of relationality, where the created 
goal or purpose of human development is to become a reciprocating self—fully and securely related 
to others and to God. Along the way, they provide a context for understanding individual development 
issues—concerns, tensions, worries or crises encountered by the self in the context of change. Aware-
ness of these issues is most pronounced at developmental transitional points: learning to talk and walk, 
beginning to eat unassisted, going to school, developing secondary sexual physical features, leaving 
home, obtaining full-time employment, becoming engaged and then married, having a child for the first 
time, parenting an adolescent, watching children move away from home, retiring, experiencing decline 
in physical and mental health, and, finally, facing imminent death. The authors contend throughout 
that, since God has created human beings for relationship, to be a self in reciprocating relationships 
is of major importance in negotiating these developmental issues. Critically engaging social science 
research and theory, The Reciprocating Self offers an integrated approach that provides insight helpful 
to college and seminary students as well as those serving in the helping professions. Those in 
Christian ministry will be especially rewarded by the in-depth discussion of the implications for moral 
and faith development nurtured in the context of the life of the church. In this revised and expanded 
second edition, Balswick, King and Reimer have added research from developmental neuroscience and 
neuropsychology, which connects transitional behavior to a changing brain. They have also included 
a wealth of research on the moral, spiritual and religious dimensions of human development, in which 
they introduce the notion of reciprocating spirituality. In addition the authors engage with the burgeoning 
fields of positive and evolutionary psychology. Christian Association for Psychological Studies (CAPS) 
Books explore how Christianity relates to mental health and behavioral sciences including psychology, 
counseling, social work, and marriage and family therapy in order to equip Christian clinicians to support 
the well-being of their clients.

The Reciprocating Self



Since the first edition of Integrative Approaches to Psychology and Christianity was published in 2004, 
this has become the standard textbook on the topic. Now in its fully revised fourth edition, Dr. Entwistle’s 
book elucidates historical, philosophical, and practical issues in the integration of psychology and 
Christianity. As in previous editions, the current text provides an introduction to many of the worldview 
issues and philosophical foundations that frame the relationship of psychology and theology, includes 
scholarly reflection on the integration literature, and surveys six models of possible relationships 
between psychology and Christianity, ranging from those that are completely opposed to either religion 
or psychology, to intermediate models that assert that some limited interaction between them is 
possible, to viewpoints which suggest that a Christian worldview approach can be used to provide 
a context for exploring areas of overlapping interest between psychology and Christianity. The current 
edition considers recent advances in both Catholic and Protestant thinking on integration, including 
contemporary questions about what evangelicalism is (and is not) that shape evangelical reactions to 
the integration debate. New content ranges from information about the contrasting views of Tertullian 
and Augustine, to insights from contemporary psychology about factors that adversely affect the quality 
and reliability of human thinking, to how conflict over COVID-19 has entered contemporary religious 
debate. The book is designed to help readers become aware of the presuppositional backdrops that 
each of us brings to these issues. Questions at the end of each chapter are included to help readers 
evaluate both the material and their own burgeoning approach to integration. This book is ideal as a 
textbook for students of psychology and other behavioral and social sciences (social work, sociology, 
theology, counseling, pastoral counseling) at both the graduate and undergraduate level. It is also 
written for the broader readership of psychologists, counselors, pastors, and others who are interested 
in integration.

Integrative Approaches to Psychology and Christianity, Fourth Edition

What the scientific community dismisses as a mental disorder, Christians have often labeled "demon 
possession." While classifications may offer limited help in explanation, the Reverend Dr. Harold Ristau 
explores the nature and meaning of demonic activity by drawing from his own experiences with 
exorcism. Ristau shares life lessons, spiritual applications, and religious wisdom from his personal 
encounters with the dark realm. Primarily intended for clergy, his reflections offer a springboard 
intended to stimulate critical thinking, challenge metaphysical presuppositions, and inspire a belated 
conversation on a topic that has traditionally been avoided, not because of a lack of empirical evidence, 
but due to the fear that it incites inside of us. Yet if the claims of the historic Church are true--that 
demons do in fact exist and seek our destruction--then an honest examination of the phenomenon, 
and its impact on the ways in which we live and reason, is an essential endeavor for any practitioner 
of the ministry of deliverance.

My First Exorcism

The liturgical season of Lent and Good Friday are very important for Christians as they meditate 
and reflect upon the dying of Jesus. These are traditions that take us back to the very beginnings of 
the Christian tradition. From early times, pilgrims have made their way to the Holy Land, especially 
Jerusalem, to walk where Jesus walked and to remember his death on the cross. Not everyone can go 
to Jerusalem, and we cannot stand at the foot of the cross of Jesus, but the Stations of the Cross and 
the Seven Last Words may take us to Jerusalem and to Calvary imaginatively.

The Dying of Jesus

Ultimately, what really does it mean to be creative? How can we see ourselves as participating in the 
creativity of God for mission? All people are creative. Sadly, however, for many, creativity is stifled and 
remains stunted due to several reasons—social, economic, political, cultural, and even spiritual. This 
study explores how ICMs—indigenous cosmopolitan musicians—negotiate their creativity amid the 
liminal spaces they occupy as they share in the creativity of God for mission through their music. But 
what exactly does it mean to share in the creativity of God for mission? Contrary to popular notion, 
ICMs evidence that creativity is not merely innovation; it is not a psychological metric for measuring 
human potential; it is certainly not the “icing on the cake” reserved for a few so-called creatives or artists. 
Rather, “theological creativity” is participation in the creatio Dei; it is theologically prior to mission. As a 
missiological framework, creatio Dei is understood here in terms of creative being, creative construction 
(design), and creative performance. Hopefully, this book can help clarify and expand our understanding 



of what it means to be truly creative and, thereby, with the help of the Creator, put into practice principles 
of theological creativity as we share in the creativity of God in the world, with others.

Creativity and Captivity

Athletes and actors, models and musicians, pastors and politicians... many have stepped forward, 
looked in the camera, and proclaimed, "I am second." But most in the I Am Second movement are 
not celebrities. They are ordinary people - and they've come to the simple realization that when God 
comes first in their lives, everything makes sense. But living second is not easy. It takes grit and humility, 
submission to God's will, a willingness to listen and serve, and openness to God's healing and call. 
Live Second is a daily guide to making Jesus first in your life. With 365 readings, prayers, action steps, 
and an online community of support, what you hold in your hands is a tool built to help you make truth, 
Scripture, and Jesus your number one priority, each and every day of the year. Following Jesus is not 
meant to be easy, just worth it. Live Second is exactly what you need as you become the new, inspired, 
God-honoring creation he made you to be.

J. I. Packer and the Evangelical Future

What gave Abraham Lincoln the authority to declare the freedom and choice to own slaves as immoral? 
After all, the law of the land allowed it. What gave Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King the authority to lead a 
whole movement calling civil laws immoral and demanding new civil rights laws that recognized the 
equal dignity and worth of "all God's children" without exception? After all, segregation was legal. 
What gave the United Nations the moral authority to claim and designate absolute human rights in 
an international declaration, though some member nations were already violating them? Principles. 
First principles. In their founding documents, the United States and the United Nations recognized the 
principles that all men have inherent dignity and that they deserve equal rights. They both have declared 
those principles the conditions fundamental to freedom, justice, and peace. Yet both the United States 
and the United Nations have within them powerful political forces passing laws or resolutions that violate 
first principles and put at risk the most vulnerable populations. This book goes beyond the politics of 
pragmatism and cultural relativism to reacquaint the reader with first principles. It demonstrates what 
the Church has to say about the most important issues of our time and why. It anticipates the questions 
readers will ask and provides the answers they will need in the struggle to restore respect for human 
dignity.

Non-Negotiable

The Cambridge Handbook of Religious Epistemology, the first to appear on the topic, introduces the 
current state of religious epistemology and provides a discussion of fundamental topics related to 
the epistemology of religious belief. Its wide-ranging chapters not only survey fundamental topics, 
but also develop non-traditional epistemic theories and explore the religious epistemology endorsed 
by non-Western traditions. In the first section, Faith and Rationality, readers will find new essays on 
Reformed epistemology, skepticism and religious belief, and on the nature of evidence with respect to 
religious belief. The rich second section, Religious Traditions, contains chapters on Hindu, Buddhist, 
Islamic, Jewish, and Christian epistemologies. The final section, New Directions, contains chapters 
ranging from applying disjunctivism and knowledge-first approaches to religious belief, to surveying 
responses to debunking arguments. Comprehensive and accessible, this Handbook will advance the 
field for years to come.



The Cambridge Handbook of Religious Epistemology

In The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind (1994) Mark Noll offered a forthrightly critical assessment of 
the state of evangelical thinking and scholarship. Now, nearly twenty years later, in a sequel more 
attuned to possibilities than to problems, Noll updates his earlier assessment and charts a positive 
way forward for evangelical scholarship. Noll's Jesus Christ and the Life of the Mind shows how the 
orthodox Christology confessed in the ancient Christian creeds, far from hindering or discouraging 
serious scholarship, can supply the motives, guidance, and framework for learning. Christian faith, 
Noll argues, can richly enhance intellectual engagement in the various academic disciplines -- and he 
demonstrates how by applying his insights to the fields of history (his own area of expertise), science, 
and biblical studies in particular. In a substantial postscript Noll candidly addresses the question How 
fares the "evangelical mind" today? as he highlights "hopeful signs" of intellectual life in a host of 
evangelical institutions, individuals, and movements. -- From publisher description.

Jesus Christ and the Life of the Mind

Leading Baptist and evangelical thinkers examine eight key Christian doctrines, shaping a church 
theology that is both biblically sound and relevant today.

A Theology for the Church

Sohrab Ahmari was a teenager living under the Iranian ayatollahs when he decided that there is no 
God. Nearly two decades later, he would be received into the Roman Catholic Church. In From Fire, by 
Water, he recounts this unlikely passage, from the strident Marxism and atheism of a youth misspent 
on both sides of the Atlantic to a moral and spiritual awakening prompted by the Mass. At once a young 
intellectual’s finely crafted self-portrait and a life story at the intersection of the great ideas and events 
of our time, the book marks the debut of a compelling new Catholic voice.

From Fire, by Water

Meditations on each of Jesus's seven last words, accompanied by hymns and poetry.

The Seven Last Words of Christ

“Spiritually rewarding and uplifting.” — Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of New York New York Times 
bestselling author and editor at large of America magazine Father James Martin reveals how we can 
turn to Christ completely in mind, heart, and soul. Martin offers a portrait of Jesus, using his last words 
on the cross to reveal how deeply he understood our predicaments and shows us what it means to be 
fully human. Each meditation is dedicated to one of the seven sayings: “Father, forgive them, for they 
do not know what they do.” “Today you will be with me in Paradise.” “Woman, this is your son” . . . “This 
is your mother.” “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” “I thirst.” “It is finished.” “Father, into 
your hands I commend my spirit.” With the warmth, wisdom, and grace that infuse his works, Father 
James Martin explains why Jesus’s crucifixion and death on the cross is an important teaching moment 
in the Gospels. Jesus’s final statements, words that are deeply cherished by his followers, exemplify 
the depth of his suffering but also provide a key to his empathy and why we can connect with him so 
deeply.

Seven Last Words

Drawing on the Wesleyan tradition and the teachings of Karl Barth, one of today's most respected 
theologians encourages seekers and believers to explore and reach their own conclusions on the 
question of whether all will, in the end, be saved. Original.

First Things

Who Will Be Saved?
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