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Delve into the complex politics of healing and the rich histories of alternative medicine as they unfolded 
in twentieth-century North America. This exploration uncovers the societal, cultural, and political forces 
that shaped non-mainstream health practices, revealing how diverse healing traditions challenged and 
coexisted with conventional medicine across the continent during a pivotal era.

Our platform ensures that all materials are accurate and up to date.

Welcome, and thank you for your visit.
We provide the document Twentieth Century North America Healing History you have 
been searching for.
It is available to download easily and free of charge.

This document is one of the most sought-after resources in digital libraries across the 
internet.
You are fortunate to have found it here.
We provide you with the full version of Twentieth Century North America Healing History 
completely free of charge.

The Politics of Healing

First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Nature Cures

From reflexology and rolfing to shiatsu and dream work, we are confronted today by a welter of 
alternative medical therapies. But as James Whorton shows in Nature Cures, the recent explosion 
in alternative medicine actually reflects two centuries of competition and conflict between mainstream 
medicine and numerous unorthodox systems. This is the first comprehensive history of alternative med-
icine in America, examining the major systems that have emerged from 1800 to the present. Writing with 
wit and with fairness to all sides, Whorton offers a fascinating look at alternative health systems such 
as homeopathy, water cures, Mesmerism, Christian Science, osteopathy, chiropractic, naturopathy, 
and acupuncture. He highlights the birth and growth of each system (including European roots where 
appropriate) and vividly describes both the theories and the therapies developed within each system, 
including such dubious practices as hour-long walks barefoot in snow or Samuel Thompson's "puking 
and steaming" regimen. In particular, Whorton illuminates the philosophy of "natural healing" that has 
been espoused by alternative practitioners throughout history and the distinctive interpretations of 
"nature cure" developed by the different systems. Though he doesn't hesitate to point out the failings 
of these systems, he also shows that some "cult medicines" have eventually won recognition from 
practitioners of mainstream medicine. Throughout, Whorton writes with a light touch and quotes from 
contemporary humorists such as Mark Twain. His book is an engaging and authoritative history that 
highlights the course of alternative medicine in the U.S., providing valuable background to the wide 
range of therapies available today.

Medicine

The figure of the healer occupies a central position in the history of humankind. But how have 
therapeutic practices changed and developed over time, and what sort of role did the healer fulfill in 
other cultures and in times gone by? The journey from the quasi-religious rituals of the tribal shaman 
to today's high-tech computer-based diagnostic techniques is a long one. How did the story evolve? 
... The opening chapters describe the chronology of medical history and the development of medical 
theory and practice around the world. There is also a focus on the rise of medical science in the 
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West which, ironically has led many people to turn to the holistic therapies of the East to escape the 
mechanical nature of much Western medicine ... in the remaining chapters ... The history of medicine 
is dealt with thematically, concentrating in individual chapters on particular types of therapy: herbalism, 
energy medicine (including acupuncture which is based on the idea of stimulating the life force), healing 
mental illness, manipulative therapies, and surgery. The achievements of the world's great healers are 
also examined ... In the final chapter, east meets Wst, looks specifically at how the two cultures have 
interacted and examines the reassertion of the holistic approach to health in Western cultures ...

The Politics of Healing

Maurice Ravel: A Research and Information Guide is an annotated bibliography concerning both the 
nature of primary sources related to the composer and the scope and significance of the secondary 
sources which deal with him, his compositions, and his influence as a composer and theorist.

History of the Health Foods Movement Worldwide (1875-2021)

The world's most comprehensive, well documented, and well illustrated book on this subject. With 
extensive subject and geographic index. 205 photographs and illustrations - many color. Free of charge 
in digital PDF format.

Choose Your Medicine

"Throughout American history, lawmakers have limited the range of treatments available to patients, 
often with the backing of the medical establishment. The country's history is also, however, brimming 
with social movements that have condemned such restrictions as violations of fundamental American 
liberties. This fierce conflict is one of the defining features of the social history of medicine in the United 
States. In Choose Your Medicine, Lewis A. Grossman presents a compelling look at how persistent 
but evolving notions of a right to therapeutic choice have affected American health policy, law, and 
regulation from the Revolution through the Trump Era." -- book jacket.

Magic Or Medicine?

Modern medicine is one of the most successful branches of science, with a distinguished history of 
conquering many of the twentieth century's deadliest diseases. Yet today people are turning in record 
numbers to alternative therapies that have little or no scientific basis. Herbalists, homeopaths, crystal 
therapists, chiropractors, acupuncturists, and countless other unconventional practitioners are enjoying 
thriving businesses. What accounts for this flight from reason in the face of hard evidence that medical 
doctors do a better job of treating disease and alleviating suffering than their alternative counterparts? 
In Magic or Medicine? Dr. Robert Buckman and Karl Sabbagh offer a response to this question by 
critically evaluating both alternative and conventional medical approaches to patient care. Drawing on 
some of the earliest written medical sources as well as their own investigations into current alternative 
therapies, the authors argue that healing has always been partly the science of clinical treatment 
(medicine) and partly an art (magic). Medicine may make the patient get well, but often it is magic 
that makes the patient feel well. With all the pressures under which they work, modern medical doctors 
often neglect the magic in their dealings with patients. Alternative therapists, however, frequently offer 
nothing but magic. Buckman and Sabbagh look closely at the claims made for both medical science 
and alternative treatments and discover a gap between the promises and the reality of each approach. 
Magic or Medicine? is a fascinating exploration of healing in the late twentieth century and vital reading 
for anyone concerned about the effective delivery of health care.

History of the Natural and Organic Foods Movement (1942-2020)

The world's most comprehensive, well documented and well illustrated book on this subject. With 
extensive subject and geographical index. 66 photographs and illustrations - mostly color. Free of 
charge in digital PDF format on Google Books.

History of Soybeans and Soyfoods in Canada (1831-2019)

The world's most comprehensive, well documented and well illustrated book on this subject. With 
extensive subject and geographical index. 224 photographs and illustrations - mostly color. Free of 
charge in digital PDF format on Google Books.



Dangerous Pregnancies

Annotation This is the largely forgotten story of the rubella (German measles) epidemic of the early 
1960s & how in the United States it created a national anxiety about dying, disabled & 'dangerous' 
babies.

The Sounds of Furious Living

Four decades have passed since reports of a mysterious “gay cancer” first appeared in US news-
papers. In the ensuing years, the pandemic that would come to be called AIDS changed the world 
in innumerable ways. It also gave rise to one of the late twentieth century’s largest health-based 
empowerment movements. Scholars across diverse traditions have documented the rise of the AIDS 
activist movement, chronicling the impassioned echoes of protestors who took to the streets to 
demand “drugs into bodies.” And yet not all activism creates echoes. Included among the ranks of 
1980s and 1990s-era AIDS activists were individuals whose expressions of empowerment differed 
markedly from those demanding open access to mainstream pharmaceutical agents. Largely forgotten 
today, this activist tradition was comprised of individuals who embraced unorthodox approaches for 
conceptualizing and treating their condition. Rejecting biomedical expertise, they shared alternative 
clinical paradigms, created underground networks for distributing unorthodox nostrums, and endorsed 
etiological models that challenged the association between HIV and AIDS. The theatre of their protests 
was not the streets of New York City’s Greenwich Village but rather their bodies. And their language was 
not the riotous chants of public demonstration but the often-invisible embrace of contrarian systems 
for defining and treating their disease. The Sounds of Furious Living seeks to understand the AIDS 
activist tradition, identifying the historical currents out of which it arose. Embracing a patient-centered, 
social historical lens, it traces historic shifts in popular understanding of health and perceptions of 
biomedicine through the nineteenth and twentieth centuries to explain the lasting appeal of unorthodox 
health activism into the modern era. In asking how unorthodox health activism flourished during the 
twentieth century’s last major pandemic, Kelly also seeks to inform our understanding of resistance to 
biomedical authority in the setting of the twenty-first century’s first major pandemic: COVID-19. As a 
deeply researched portrait of distrust and disenchantment, The Sounds of Furious Living helps explain 
the persistence of movements that challenge biomedicine’s authority well into a century marked by 
biomedical innovation, while simultaneously posing important questions regarding the meaning and 
metrics of patient empowerment in clinical practice.

Patients as Policy Actors

Patients as Policy Actors offers groundbreaking accounts of one of the health field's most important 
developments of the last fifty years--the rise of more consciously patient-centered care and policy-
making. The authors in this volume illustrate, from multiple disciplinary perspectives, the unexpected 
ways that patients can matter as both agents and objects of health care policy yet nonetheless too 
often remain silent, silenced, misrepresented, or ignored. The volume concludes with a unique epilogue 
outlining principles for more effectively integrating patient perspectives into a pluralistic conception of 
policy-making. With the recent enactment of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, patients' 
and consumers' roles in American health care require more than ever the careful analysis and attention 
exemplified by this innovative volume.

Challenge and Change

Choice Outstanding Academic Title Florida Book Awards, Bronze Medal for General Nonfiction ?The 
scope of the book is impressive. [Benowitz] covers every major rightist issue, including the Vietnam 
War and the Equal Rights Amendment. . . . Highly recommended.??Choice ?Each chapter deals with 
a separate set of issues, from progressive education and the teaching of sex education, to mental 
health issues, patriotism, the Vietnam War, the New Left, and conservative opposition to the equal 
rights amendment. . . . A synthesis of material found nowhere else in a single book.??Journal of 
American History ?Offers a cohesive picture of the issues and the people who pushed the Right?s 
agenda, and how both changed over time. . . . Enhances our understanding of how and why the new 
Right cultivated support in the late 1970s and early 1980s.??Journal of Southern History ?Maintains 
the wild complexity of right-wing activism. . . . Benowitz manages to incorporate this many-headed 
activism without simplifying it or compartmentalizing it.??History of Education Quarterly ?An important 
contribution to the study of this moment of political change, and shows just how significant a role 
women in the grassroots have played and continue to play.??Indiana Magazine of History In the 



mid-twentieth century, a grassroots movement of women sought to shape the ideologies of the baby 
boomer youth. Foremothers of twenty-first century activists such as Sarah Palin and Ann Coulter, these 
rightist women deeply influenced the path of U.S. politics after World War II. In Challenge and Change, 
June Benowitz draws on activists? letters to presidents, editors, and one another, allowing these women 
to speak for themselves. Benowitz examines the issues that stirred them to action?education, health, 
desegregation, moral corruption, war, patriotism, and the Equal Rights Amendment?and explores the 
growth of the right-wing women?s movement.

The Future of Metaphysical Religion in America

This collection of essays by leading scholars explores the present, dynamic state of metaphysical 
religion in America. It includes chapters that: put survey data on this growing group in context; clarify 
definitional issues in the study of spirituality in general and metaphysical spirituality in particular; and 
assess the networks, conferences, rituals, festivals, retreat centers and periodicals recently developed 
by metaphysicals. The contributors discuss characteristic practices of mental healing and meditation, 
and show the reach of metaphysical ideas into public spaces and popular media cultures. One particular 
chapter also addresses the growing controversy over the legitimacy of metaphysical individuals and 
movements that appropriate elements of Native American and Asian religious beliefs and practices to 
enrich or sustain their own practice. This rich collection appeals to students, researchers, professionals 
and the layperson interested in knowing more about the history and more importantly the direction that 
American metaphysical religion is taking.

Silent Victories

Public health action often involved controversies and recriminations over past failures.

Our Present Complaint

The renowned medical historian examines the current tensions in American healthcare in this “cogently 
written and well documented” book (Choice). In Our Present Complaint, Charles E. Rosenberg 
examines today’s dilemmas in American medicine within their historical and social contexts. He begins 
with an insightful look at the fundamental characteristics of medicine: how we think about disease, 
how the medical profession thinks about itself and its moral and intellectual responsibilities, and what 
prospective patients—all of us—expect from the medical profession. Rosenberg also considers how 
ideas of disease causation reflect social values and cultural negotiations. His analyses of alternative 
medicine and bioethics consider the historically specific ways in which we define and seek to control 
what is appropriately medical. At a time when clinical care and biomedical research generate as much 
angst as they offer cures, this volume provides valuable insight into how the practice of medicine has 
evolved, where it is going, and how lessons from history can improve its prognosis.

Constitution and Public Policy in U. S. History

This volume explores Western attitudes towards the phenomenon of Easternization, drawing upon 
Eastern perspectives and examining the impact upon contemporary culture to argue that Easternization 
is another type of globalization.

The Gaze of the West and Framings of the East

This book tells the surprising story of how complementary and alternative medicine, CAM, entered 
biomedical and evangelical Christian mainstreams despite its roots in non-Christian religions and the 
lack of scientific evidence of its efficacy and safety.

The Healing Gods

Ideas about health are reinforced by institutions and their corresponding practices, such as donning a 
patient's gown in a hospital or prostrating before a healing shrine. Even though we are socialized into 
regarding such ideologies as "natural" and unproblematic, we sometimes seek to bypass, circumvent, 
or even transcend the dominant ideologies of our cultures as they are manifested in the institutions of 
health care. The contributors to this volume describe such contestations and circumventions of health 
ideologies, and the blurring of therapeutic boundaries, on the basis of case studies from India, the 
South Asian Diaspora, and Europe, focusing on relations between body, mind, and spirit in a variety 



of situations. The result is not always the "live and let live" medical pluralism that is described in the 
literature.

Asymmetrical Conversations

Counterculture, while commonly used to describe youth-oriented movements during the 1960s, refers 
to any attempt to challenge or change conventional values and practices or the dominant lifestyles of 
the day. This fascinating three-volume set explores these movements in America from colonial times 
to the present in colorful detail. "American Countercultures" is the first reference work to examine the 
impact of countercultural movements on American social history. It highlights the writings, recordings, 
and visual works produced by these movements to educate, inspire, and incite action in all eras of the 
nation's history. A-Z entries provide a wealth of information on personalities, places, events, concepts, 
beliefs, groups, and practices. The set includes numerous illustrations, a topic finder, primary source 
documents, a bibliography and a filmography, and an index.

American Countercultures: An Encyclopedia of Nonconformists, Alternative Lifestyles, and Radical 
Ideas in U.S. History

This first comprehensive history of the social and political aspects of vaccination in the United States 
tells the story of how vaccination became a widely accepted public health measure over the course 
of the twentieth century. One hundred years ago, just a handful of vaccines existed, and only one, for 
smallpox, was widely used. Today more than two dozen vaccines are in use, fourteen of which are 
universally recommended for children. State of Immunity examines the strategies that health officials 
have used—ranging from advertising and public relations campaigns to laws requiring children to be 
immunized before they can attend school—to gain public acceptance of vaccines. Like any medical 
intervention, vaccination carries a small risk of adverse reactions. But unlike other procedures, it is 
performed on healthy people, most commonly children, and has been mandated by law. Vaccination 
thus poses unique ethical, political, and legal questions. James Colgrove considers how individual 
liberty should be balanced against the need to protect the common welfare, how experts should act in 
the face of incomplete or inconsistent scientific information, and how the public should be involved in 
these decisions. A well-researched, intelligent, and balanced look at a timely topic, this book explores 
these issues through a vivid historical narrative that offers new insights into the past, present, and 
future of vaccination.

State of Immunity

Despite challenges by the federal government to restrict the use of peyote, the Native American 
Church, which uses the hallucinogenic cactus as a religious sacrament, has become the largest 
indigenous denomination among American Indians today. The Peyote Road examines the history of 
the NAC, including its legal struggles to defend the controversial use of peyote. Thomas C. Maroukis 
has conducted extensive interviews with NAC members and leaders to craft an authoritative account of 
the church’s history, diverse religious practices, and significant people. His book integrates a narrative 
history of the Peyote faith with analysis of its religious beliefs and practices—as well as its art and 
music—and an emphasis on the views of NAC members. Deftly blending oral histories and legal 
research, Maroukis traces the religion’s history from its Mesoamerican roots to the legal incorporation of 
the NAC; its expansion to the northern plains, Great Basin, and Southwest; and challenges to Peyotism 
by state and federal governments, including the Supreme Court decision in Oregon v. Smith. He also 
introduces readers to the inner workings of the NAC with descriptions of its organizational structure 
and the Cross Fire and Half Moon services. The Peyote Road updates Omer Stewart’s classic 1987 
study of the Peyote religion by taking into consideration recent events and scholarship. In particular, 
Maroukis discusses not only the church’s current legal issues but also the diminishing Peyote supply 
and controversies surrounding the definition of membership. Today approximately 300,000 American 
Indians are members of the Native American Church. The Peyote Road marks a significant case study 
of First Amendment rights and deepens our understanding of the struggles of NAC members to practice 
their faith.

The Peyote Road

Explores the history of vaccine development and the rise of antivaccination societies in late-nine-
teenth-century America.



The Antivaccine Heresy

A comprehensive overview of important and contested issues in vaccination ethics and policy by 
experts from history, science, policy, law, and ethics. Vaccination has long been a familiar, highly 
effective form of medicine and a triumph of public health. Because vaccination is both an individual 
medical intervention and a central component of public health efforts, it raises a distinct set of legal 
and ethical issues—from debates over their risks and benefits to the use of government vaccination 
requirements—and makes vaccine policymaking uniquely challenging. This volume examines the full 
range of ethical and policy issues related to the development and use of vaccines in the United States 
and around the world. Forty essays, articles, and reports by experts in the field look at all aspects of 
the vaccine life cycle. After an overview of vaccine history, they consider research and development, 
regulation and safety, vaccination promotion and requirements, pandemics and bioterrorism, and the 
frontier of vaccination. The texts cover such topics as vaccine safety controversies; the ethics of vaccine 
trials; vaccine injury compensation; vaccine refusal and the risks of vaccine-preventable diseases; 
equitable access to vaccines in emergencies; lessons from the eradication of smallpox; and possible 
future vaccines against cancer, malaria, and Ebola. The volume intentionally includes texts that take 
opposing viewpoints, offering readers a range of arguments. The book will be an essential reference 
for professionals, scholars, and students. Contributors Jeffrey P. Baker, Seth Berkley, Luciana Borio, 
Arthur L. Caplan, R. Alta Charo, Dave A. Chokshi, James Colgrove, Katherine M. Cook, Louis Z. Cooper, 
Edward Cox, Douglas S. Diekema, Ezekiel J. Emanuel, Claudia I. Emerson, Geoffrey Evans, Ruth R. 
Faden, Chris Feudtner, David P. Fidler, Fiona Godlee, D. A. Henderson, Alan R. Hinman, Peter Hotez, 
Robert M. Jacobson, Aaron S. Kesselheim, Heidi J. Larson, Robert J. Levine, Donald W. Light, Adel 
Mahmoud, Edgar K. Marcuse, Howard Markel, Michelle M. Mello, Paul A. Offit, Saad B. Omer, Walter 
A. Orenstein, Gregory A. Poland, Lance E. Rodewald, Daniel A. Salmon, Anne Schuchat, Jason L. 
Schwartz, Peter A. Singer, Michael Specter, Alexandra Minna Stern, Jeremy Sugarman, Thomas R. 
Talbot, Robert Temple, Stephen P. Teret, Alan Wertheimer, Tadataka Yamada

Vaccination Ethics and Policy

This challenge to the prevailing wisdom behind drug regulation and addiction therapy provides a 
historical corrective to our perception of LSD’s medical efficacy.

Psychedelic Psychiatry

Popularized by Michael Pollan in his best-selling In Defense of Food, Gyorgy Scrinis's concept of 
nutritionism refers to the reductive understanding of nutrients as the key indicators of healthy food—an 
approach that has dominated nutrition science, dietary advice, and food marketing. Scrinis argues 
this ideology has narrowed and in some cases distorted our appreciation of food quality, such that 
even highly processed foods may be perceived as healthful depending on their content of "good" or 
"bad" nutrients. Investigating the butter versus margarine debate, the battle between low-fat, low-carb, 
and other weight-loss diets, and the food industry's strategic promotion of nutritionally enhanced 
foods, Scrinis reveals the scientific, social, and economic factors driving our modern fascination with 
nutrition. Scrinis develops an original framework and terminology for analyzing the characteristics and 
consequences of nutritionism since the late nineteenth century. He begins with the era of quantification, 
in which the idea of protective nutrients, caloric reductionism, and vitamins' curative effects took 
shape. He follows with the era of good and bad nutritionism, which set nutricentric dietary guidelines 
and defined the parameters of unhealthy nutrients; and concludes with our current era of functional 
nutritionism, in which the focus has shifted to targeted nutrients, superfoods, and optimal diets. 
Scrinis's research underscores the critical role of nutrition science and dietary advice in shaping our 
relationship to food and our bodies and in heightening our nutritional anxieties. He ultimately shows how 
nutritionism has aligned the demands and perceived needs of consumers with the commercial interests 
of food manufacturers and corporations. Scrinis also offers an alternative paradigm for assessing the 
healthfulness of foods—the food quality paradigm—that privileges food production and processing 
quality, cultural-traditional knowledge, and sensual-practical experience, and promotes less reductive 
forms of nutrition research and dietary advice.

Public Health Reports

This unique book enhances our understanding of the links between professions, the state and the 
market – and their implications for the public in terms of professional practice. In so doing, the book 
adopts a neo-Weberian perspective, in which professions are seen as a form of exclusionary social 



closure based on legal boundaries established by the state. To illustrate the overarching theme, the 
book considers how healthcare in general, and medicine in particular as a form of professional work, 
is organized in public and private arenas in three societies with different socio-political philosophies 
- namely, Britain, the United States and Russia. As such, it examines the varying extent to which the 
development of independent professional organizations has been enhanced or restricted in public, as 
compared to more privatized social contexts. The comparative perspective adopted in this book thereby 
provides insight into the organization of professional work in different contexts and the all-important 
effects of this on delivery to the public. This book will be of particular interest to scholars, researchers 
and students of Management, Public Policy and Health Care.

Nutritionism

This groundbreaking book argues that health and medical media, with their unique goals and production 
values, constitute a rich cultural and historical archive and deserve greater scholarly attention. Original 
essays by leading media scholars and historians of medicine demonstrate that Americans throughout 
the twentieth century have learned about health, disease, medicine, and the human body from movies. 
Heroic doctors and patients fighting dread diseases have thrilled and moved audiences everywhere; 
amid changing media formats, medicine's moving pictures continue to educate, entertain, and help 
us understand the body's journey through life. Perennially popular, health and medical media are 
also complex texts reflecting many interests and constituencies including, notably, the U.S. medical 
profession, which has often sought, if not always successfully, to influence content, circulation, and 
meaning. Medicine's Moving Pictures makes clear that health and medical media representations 
are "more than illustrations," shows their power to shape health perceptions, practices, and policies, 
and identifies their social, cultural, and historical contexts. Contributors: Lisa Cartwright, Vanessa 
Northington Gamble, Rachel Gans-Boriskin, Valerie Hartouni, Susan E. Lederer, John Parascandola, 
Martin S. Pernick, Leslie J. Reagan, Naomi Rogers, Nancy Tomes, Paula A. Treichler, Joseph Turow 
Leslie J. Reagan is an associate professor at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign; Nancy 
Tomes is a professor at Stony Brook University; Paula A. Treichler is a professor at the University of 
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.

The Professions, State and the Market

After the 1959 Cuban Revolution, hundreds of thousands of Cuban refugees came to Miami. With this 
influx, the city's health care system was overwhelmed not just by the number of patients but also by the 
differences in culture. Mainstream medicine was often inaccessible or inadequate to Miami's growing 
community of Latin American and Caribbean immigrants. Instead, many sought care from alternative, 
often unlicensed health practitioners. During the 1960s, a recently arrived Cuban feeling ill might have 
visited a local clinica, a quasi-legal storefront doctor's office, or a santero, a priest in the Afro-Cuban 
religion of Lukumi or Santeria. This exceptionally diverse medical scene would catch the attention of 
anthropologists who made Miami's multiethnic population into a laboratory for cross-cultural care. By 
the 1990s, the medical establishment in Miami had matured into a complex and culturally informed 
health-delivery system, generating models of care that traveled far beyond the city. Some clinicas 
had transformed into lucrative HMOs, Santeria became legally protected by the courts, and medical 
anthropology played a significant role in the rise of global health. Catherine Mas shows how immigrants 
reshaped American medicine while the clinic became a crucial site for navigating questions of wellness, 
citizenship, and culture.

Medicine's Moving Pictures

The rise of Western scientific medicine fully established the medical sector of the U.S. political 
economy by the end of the Second World War, the first “social transformation of American medicine.” 
Then, in an ongoing process called medicalization, the jurisdiction of medicine began expanding, 
redefining certain areas once deemed moral, social, or legal problems (such as alcoholism, drug 
addiction, and obesity) as medical problems. The editors of this important collection argue that since 
the mid-1980s, dramatic, and especially technoscientific, changes in the constitution, organization, 
and practices of contemporary biomedicine have coalesced into biomedicalization, the second major 
transformation of American medicine. This volume offers in-depth analyses and case studies along 
with the groundbreaking essay in which the editors first elaborated their theory of biomedicalization. 
Contributors. Natalie Boero, Adele E. Clarke, Jennifer R. Fishman, Jennifer Ruth Fosket, Kelly Joyce, 
Jonathan Kahn, Laura Mamo, Jackie Orr, Elianne Riska, Janet K. Shim, Sara Shostak

Culture in the Clinic



An entertaining introduction to the quacks, snake-oil salesmen, and charlatans, who often had a point 
Despite rampant scientific innovation in nineteenth-century America, traditional medicine still adhered 
to ancient healing methods, subjecting patients to bleeding, blistering, and induced vomiting and 
sweating. Facing such horrors, many patients ran with open arms to burgeoning practices that promised 
new ways to cure their ills. Hydropaths offered cures using “healing waters” and tight wet-sheet wraps. 
Phineas Parkhurst Quimby experimented with magnets and tried to replace “bad,” diseased thoughts 
with “good,” healthy thoughts, while Daniel David Palmer reportedly restored a man’s hearing by 
knocking on his vertebrae. Lorenzo and Lydia Fowler used their fingers to “read” their clients’ heads, 
claiming that the topography of one’s skull could reveal the intricacies of one’s character. Lydia Pinkham 
packaged her Vegetable Compound and made a famous family business from the homemade cure-all. 
And Samuel Thomson, rejecting traditional medicine, introduced a range of herbal remedies for a vast 
array of woes, supplemented by the curative powers of poetry. Bizarre as these methods may seem, 
many are the precursors of today’s notions of healthy living. We have the nineteenth-century practice of 
“medical gymnastics” to thank for today’s emphasis on regular exercise, and hydropathy’s various water 
cures for the notion of regular bathing and the mantra to drink “eight glasses of water a day.” And much of 
the philosophy of health introduced by these alternative methods is reflected in today’s patient-centered 
care and holistic medicine, which takes account of the body and spirit. Moreover, these entrepreneurial 
alternative healers paved the way for women in medicine. Shunned by the traditionalists and eager for 
converts, many of the masters of these new fields embraced the training of women in their methods. 
Some women, like Pinkham, were able to break through the barriers to women working to become 
medical entrepreneurs themselves. In fact, next to teaching, medicine attracted more women than any 
other profession in the nineteenth century, the majority of them in “irregular” health systems. These 
eccentric ideas didn’t make it into modern medicine without a fight, of course. As these new healing 
methods grew in popularity, traditional doctors often viciously attacked them with cries of “quackery” and 
pressed legal authorities to arrest, fine, and jail irregulars for endangering public safety. Nonetheless, 
these alternative movements attracted widespread support—from everyday Americans and the famous 
alike, including Mark Twain, Louisa May Alcott, and General Ulysses S. Grant—with their messages of 
hope, self-help, and personal empowerment. Though many of these medical fads faded, and most of 
their claims of magical cures were discredited by advances in medical science, a surprising number of 
the theories and ideas behind the quackery are staples in today’s health industry. Janik tells the colorful 
stories of these “quacks,” whose oftentimes genuine wish to heal helped shape and influence modern 
medicine.

Biomedicalization

In Do Facts Matter? Jennifer L. Hochschild and Katherine Levine Einstein start with Thomas Jefferson’s 
ideal citizen, who knows and uses correct information to make policy or political choices. What, then, 
the authors ask, are the consequences if citizens are informed but do not act on their knowledge? More 
serious, what if they do act, but on incorrect information?

Marketplace of the Marvelous

"Secular people are strangely ambiguous. They feel a tension between what they don't share and 
what they have in common-between avoiding religion and embracing something like it. An event as 
ordinary as a wedding can be uncomfortable if it feels too religious, and even for those who are 
indifferent to religion, a passing reference to God can be cringeworthy. And yet, religion is tough 
to avoid completely without living in its remainder. The Secular Paradox explains why. Relying on 
several years of ethnographic research among secular activists and organized nonbelievers in the 
United States, Blankholm shows how secular people are both absolutely not religious and part of a 
religion-like tradition, which includes beliefs and institutions, as well embodied practices. Recovering 
this tradition makes legible what secular people share with one another and explains why the secular 
movement in the United States remains predominately white and male. Humanistic Jews, Hispanic 
Freethinkers, Ex-Muslims, and black nonbelievers are secular misfits whose stories reveal the contours 
of the secular most clearly by proving to be more and less than what remains when Christianity is 
removed. The Secular Paradox offers a radically new way of understanding secularism and secular 
people by explaining the origins of their inherent contradiction and its awkward effects on their lives. This 
new understanding matters for anyone who has ever avoided something because it felt too religious, 
everyone who considers themselves secular, and all those who want to understand them better"--

Do Facts Matter?



"This book provides the first comprehensive history of opposition to school vaccination in the United 
States from 1800 to the present. As vaccine-preventable diseases have increased in the 21st century, 
Americans have expressed a growing concern over opposition to school vaccination requirements. This 
book examines what triggered anti-vaccination activism in the past, and why it continues to this day"--

The Secular Paradox

Over the last two centuries, as politics has evolved from the status of “amateurship” to that of profession, 
political discourse, together with its practices and their validity, has been increasingly subject to 
questioning. Politicians, as illustrated by the low turnouts that have recently characterised general 
elections and a general lack of interest in politics throughout Western countries, enjoy less than ever the 
trust of the electorate, and their discourse is now often criticised for being both hollow and untrustworthy. 
Conversely, by evolving from the status of enlightened amateur to that of expert, the figure of the 
scientist has, over recent centuries, gained credibility with the general public. Even though the traditional 
view of science as the expression of reality has regularly been challenged, science continues to be 
held in high regard and is believed to provide a reliable form of knowledge. Summoning science has 
thus often been a way, in everyday life, advertising and the popular media, to lend authority to a 
discourse, and imply that one’s claims are beyond dispute. That politicians should have occasionally 
been tempted to do the same and make up for the deficit of legitimacy of their discourse through the 
instrumentalisation of scientific arguments or participation in contemporaneous debates on scientific 
issues is, therefore, not surprising. The issue at stake in this volume is to examine how, and to what 
extent, this process may have been taking place in the past three centuries. In order to accomplish 
this, the contributions cover various fields of expertise, ranging from the “hard” sciences to more 
controversial types of science, investigating the intricate relations of science and political discourse.

Vaccine Wars

Drawing upon a diverse range of archival evidence, medical treatises, religious texts, public discourses, 
and legal documents, this book examines the rich historical context in which controversies surrounding 
the medical neglect of children erupted onto the American scene. It argues that several nineteenth-cen-
tury developments collided to produce the first criminal prosecutions of parents who rejected medical 
attendance as a tenet of their religious faith. A view of children as distinct biological beings with 
particularized needs for physical care had engendered both the new medical practice field of pediatrics 
and a vigorous child welfare movement that forced legislatures and courts to reconsider public and 
private responsibility for ensuring children’s physical well-being. At the same time, a number of healing 
religions had emerged to challenge the growing authority of medical doctors and the appropriate role 
of the state in the realm of child welfare. The rapid proliferation of the new healing churches, and the 
mixed outcomes of parents’ criminal trials, reflected ongoing uneasiness about the increasing presence 
of science in American life.

Using and Abusing Science

This is the first history of public health surveillance in the United States to span more than a century of 
conflict and controversy. The practice of reporting the names of those with disease to health authorities 
inevitably poses questions about the interplay between the imperative to control threats to the public's 
health and legal and ethical concerns about privacy. Authors Amy L. Fairchild, Ronald Bayer, and James 
Colgrove situate the tension inherent in public health surveillance in a broad social and political context 
and show how the changing meaning and significance of privacy have marked the politics and practice 
of surveillance since the end of the nineteenth century.

Religion, Law, and the Medical Neglect of Children in the United States, 1870–2000

Vaccinophobia and Vaccine Controversies of the 21st Century Archana Chatterjee, editor Once hailed 
as a medical miracle, vaccination has come under attack from multiple fronts, including occasionally 
from within medicine. And while the rates of adverse reactions remain low, suggestions that vaccines 
can cause serious illness (and even death) are inspiring parents to refuse routine immunizations for 
their children--ironically, exposing them and others to potentially serious illness. Vaccinophobia and 
Vaccine Controversies of the 21st Century explains clearly how this state of affairs came into being, 
why it persists, and how healthcare professionals can best respond. Current findings review answers 
to bedrock questions about known adverse events, what vaccine additives are used for, and real and 



perceived risks involved in immunization. Perspectives representing pediatricians, family practitioners, 
nurses, parents, pharmacy professionals, the CDC, and the public health community help the reader 
sort out legitimate from irrational concerns. In-depth analyses discuss the possibility of links with 
asthma, cancer, Guillain-Barre syndrome, SIDS, and, of course, autism. Included in the coverage: 
Communicating vaccine risks and benefits The vaccine misinformation landscape in family medicine 
Perceived risks from live viral vaccines The media's role in vaccine misinformation Autoimmunity, 
allergies, asthma, and a relationship to vaccines Vaccines and autism: the controversy that won't go 
away The conundrums described here are pertinent to practitioners in pediatrics, family medicine, 
primary care, and nursing to help families with informed decision making. In addition, Vaccinophobia 
and Vaccine Controversies of the 21st Century should be read by trainees and researchers in child 
development and maternal and child health as the book's issues will have an impact on future 
generations of children and their families.

Searching Eyes

Vaccinophobia and Vaccine Controversies of the 21st Century
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