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This exploration delves into the perilous and fascinating realm of Anglo-American maritime history, 
examining the lives of merchant seamen and the persistent challenge of piracy. It vividly illustrates the 
difficult choices and harsh realities faced by those who sailed the oceans, truly caught 'between the 
devil and the deep blue sea' in a world fraught with danger and adventure.
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Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea

This brilliant account of the maritime world of the eighteenth-century reconstructs in detail the social 
and cultural milieu of Anglo-American seafaring and piracy. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.

Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea

Seamen, captains and pirates occupy a special place in our popular culture, yet until now the historical 
record of their lives has been remarkably neglected. This brilliant account of the maritime world of the 
eighteenth-century reconstructs in detail the social and cultural milieu of Anglo-American seafaring 
and piracy. Rediker follows sailors and their ships along the pulsing trade routes, into ports with their 
crowded waterfront society of brothels, alehouses, brawls and jails, and paints a compelling picture of 
their world at sea with its brutal labour, harsh discipline, hangings and floggings. The book's focus on 
maritime experience illuminates the broader historical sweep of the rise of capitalism and the growth 
of an international working class - epic themes which were intimately bound up with everyday lives of 
seafaring men.

Work and Labor in Early America

Ten leading scholars of early American social history here examine the nature of work and labor 
in America from 1614 to 1820. The authors scrutinize work diaries, private and public records, and 
travelers' accounts. Subjects include farmers, farmwives, urban laborers, plantation slave workers, 
midwives, and sailors; locales range from Maine to the Caribbean and the high seas. These essays 
recover the regimen that consumed the waking hours of most adults in the New World, defined their 
economic lives, and shaped their larger existence. Focusing on individuals as well as groups, the 
authors emphasize the choices that, over time, might lead to prosperity or to the poorhouse. Few 
people enjoyed sinecures, and every day brought new risks. Stephen Innes introduces the collection 
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by elucidating the prophetic vision of Captain John Smith: that the New World offered abundant reward 
for one's "owne industrie." Several motifs stand out in the essays. Family labor has begun to assume 
greater prominence, both as a collective work unit and as a collective economic unit whose members 
worked independently. Of growing interest to contemporary scholars is the role of family size and sex 
ratio in determining economic decision, and vice ersa. Work patterns appear to have been driven by the 
goal of creating surplus production for markets; perhaps because of a desire for higher consumption, 
work patterns began to intensify throughout the eighteenth century and led to longer work days with 
fewer slack periods. Overall, labor relations showed no consistent evolution but remained fluid and 
flexible in the face of changing market demands in highly diverse environments. The authors address 
as well the larger questions of American development and indicate the directions that research in this 
expanding field might follow.

Science and Empire in the Atlantic World

Science and Empire in the Atlantic World is the first book in the growing field of Atlantic Studies 
to examine the production of scientific knowledge in the Atlantic world from a comparative and 
international perspective. Rather than focusing on a specific scientific field or single national context, 
this collection captures the multiplicity of practices, people, languages, and agendas that characterized 
the traffic in knowledge around the Atlantic world, linking this knowledge to the social processes 
fundamental to colonialism, such as travel, trade, ethnography, and slavery.

British Maritime Enterprise in the New World

This is a survey of the voyages of English navigators, from the pioneers of the late 15th century to 
the scientific expeditions of the early 19th century, not only in South American waters, but also the 
Caribbean and North America.

Sailing Shipping and Maritime Labor in Camogli (1815—1914)

This book explores the historical evolution of a Mediterranean village that radically changed its core 
self-sustaining activities in less than a century, from fishing for anchovies in the Ligurian Sea to rounding 
Cape Horn.

The Grey Undercurrent

By extending their voyages to all oceans from the 1760s onward, whaling vessels from North America 
and Europe spanned a novel net of hunting grounds, maritime routes, supply posts, and transport 
chains across the globe. For obtaining provisions, cutting firewood, recruiting additional men, and 
transshipping whale products, these highly mobile hunters regularly frequented coastal places and 
islands along their routes, which were largely determined by the migratory movements of their prey. 
American-style pelagic whaling thus constituted a significant, though often overlooked factor in con-
necting people and places between distant world regions during the long nineteenth century. Focusing 
on Africa, this book investigates side-effects resulting from stopovers by whalers for littoral societies on 
the economic, social, political, and cultural level. For this purpose it draws on eight local case studies, 
four from Africa’s west coast and four from its east coast. In the overall picture, the book shows a 
broad range of effects and side-effects of different forms and strengths, which it figures as a "grey 
undercurrent" of global history.

Negotiating Masculinities and Modernity in the Maritime World, 1815–1940

This book explores ideas of masculinity in the maritime world in the nineteenth and the first half of 
the twentieth century. During this time commerce, politics and technology supported male privilege, 
while simultaneously creating the polite, consumerist and sedentary lifestyles that were perceived as 
damaging the minds and bodies of men. This volume explores this paradox through the figure of the 
sailor, a working-class man whose representation fulfilled numerous political and social ends in this 
period. It begins with the enduring image of romantic, heroic veterans of the Napeolonic wars, takes the 
reader through the challenges to masculinities created by encounters with other races and ethnicities, 
and with technological change, shifting geopolitical and cultural contexts, and ends with the fragile 
portrayal of masculinity in the imagined Nelson. In doing so, this edited collection shows that maritime 
masculinities (ideals, representations and the seamen themselves) were highly visible and volatile sites 



for negotiating the tensions of masculinities with civilisation, race, technology, patriotism, citizenship, 
and respectability during the long nineteenth century.

Storm of the Sea

Wabanaki communities across northeastern North America had been looking to the sea for generations 
before strangers from the east began arriving there in the sixteenth century. From earliest encounters 
to the end of the Seven Years' War in 1763, scattered bands of Native hunter-gatherers came together 
to command fleets of sailing ships and engage in strategic diplomacy, thwarting English and French 
imperialism. Storm of the Sea narrates how by the Atlantic's Age of Sail, the People of the Dawn were 
mobilizing the ocean to achieve a dominion governed by its sovereign masters and enriched by its 
profitable and compliant tributaries--Provided by publisher.

In Search of Empire

Elusive Empire is the first full account of how during 1670 and 1730 French settlers came to the 
Americas. It examines how they and thousands of African slaves together with Amerindians constructed 
settlements and produced and traded commodities for export. Bringing together much new evidence, 
the author explores how the newly constructed societies and new economies, without precedent in 
France, interacted with the growing international violence in the Atlantic world in order to present a 
fresh perspective of the multifarious French colonizing experience in the Americas.

Iron Men, Wooden Women

From the voyage of the Argonauts to the Tailhook scandal, seafaring has long been one of the 
most glaringly male-dominated occupations. In this groundbreaking interdisciplinary study, Margaret 
Creighton, Lisa Norling, and their co-authors explore the relationship of gender and seafaring in the 
Anglo-American age of sail. Drawing on a wide range of American and British sources—from diaries, 
logbooks, and account ledgers to songs, poetry, fiction, and a range of public sources—the authors 
show how popular fascination with seafaring and the sailors' rigorous, male-only life led to models of 
gender behavior based on "iron men" aboard ship and "stoic women" ashore. Yet Iron Men, Wooden 
Women also offers new material that defies conventional views. The authors investigate such topics 
as women in the American whaling industry and the role of the captain's wife aboard ship. They 
explore the careers of the female pirates Anne Bonny and Mary Read, as well as those of other 
women—"transvestite heroines"—who dressed as men to serve on the crews of sailing ships. And they 
explore the importance of gender and its connection to race for African American and other seamen 
in both the American and the British merchant marine. Contributors include both social historians 
and literary critics: Marcus Rediker, Dianne Dugaw, Ruth Wallis Herndon, Haskell Springer, W. Jeffrey 
Bolster, Laura Tabili, Lillian Nayder, and Melody Graulich, in addition to Margaret Creighton and Lisa 
Norling.

Historical Dictionary of the U.S. Maritime Industry

In the Historical Dictionary of the U.S. Maritime Industry, author Kenneth J. Blume provides a convenient 
survey of this important industry from the colonial period to the present day: from sail to steam to 
nuclear power. This concise new reference work captures the key features of overseas, coastal, lake, 
and river shipping and industry. An introduction provides an overview of the industry while the dictionary 
itself contains more than four hundred cross-referenced entries on ships, shipping companies, famous 
personalities, and major ports. A number of appendixes, including statistics on foreign trade, maritime 
disasters, famous ships, and major ports, supplement the dictionary, and a comprehensive bibliography 
leads the researcher to further sources.

Anglo-American Millennialism, from Milton to the Millerites

In this chronologically direct and thematically varied volume, five scholars working in three distinct 
disciplines approach millennialism and apocalypticism in the British and Anglo-American contexts, 
making remarkable contributions both to the study of religious, literary and political culture in the 
English-speaking ecumene. With contributions by Beth Quitslund, Andrew Escobedo, John Howard 
Smith, Stephen Marini and J.I. Little.

Whose American Revolution was It?



The meaning of the American Revolution has always been a much-contested question, and asking it 
is particularly important today: the standard, easily digested narrative puts the Founding Fathers at the 
head of a unified movement, failing to acknowledge the deep divisions in Revolutionary-era society 
and the many different historical interpretations that have followed. Whose American Revolution Was 
It? speaks both to the ways diverse groups of Americans who lived through the Revolution might have 
answered that question and to the different ways historians through the decades have interpreted the 
Revolution for our own time. As the only volume to offer an accessible and sweeping discussion of the 
period’s historiography and its historians, Whose American Revolution Was It? is an essential reference 
for anyone studying early American history. The first section, by Alfred F. Young, begins in 1925 with 
historian J. Franklin Jameson and takes the reader through the successive schools of interpretation up 
to the 1990s. The second section, by Gregory H. Nobles, focuses primarily on the ways present-day 
historians have expanded our understanding of the broader social history of the Revolution, bringing 
onto the stage farmers and artisans, who made up the majority of white men, as well as African 
Americans, Native Americans, and women of all social classes.

Visions of an Unseen World

A study of the production, circulation and consumption of English ghost stories during the Age of 
Reason. This work examines a variety of mediums: ballads and chapbooks, newspapers, sermons, 
medical treatises and scientific journals, novels and plays. It relates the telling of ghost stories to 
changes associated with the Enlightenment.

The Creation of the British Atlantic World

Was the British Atlantic shaped more by imperial rivalries or by the actions of subnational groups 
with a variety of economic, social, and religious agendas? The Creation of the British Atlantic World 
analyzes the interrelationship between these competing explanations for the development of the British 
Atlantic by examining migration patterns on both the macro and micro level. It also scrutinizes the 
roles played by trade, religion, ethnicity, and class in linking Atlantic borders and the increasingly 
complicated legal, intellectual and emotional relationship between the British sovereign and colonial 
charterholders. Contributors include Joyce E. Chaplin, John E. Crowley, David Barry Gaspar, April Lee 
Hatfield, James Horn, Ray A. Kea, Elizabeth Mancke, Philip D. Morgan, William M. Offutt, Robert Olwell, 
Carole Shammas, Wolfgang Splitter, Mark L. Thompson, Karin Wulf, Avihu Zakai.

In the Eye of All Trade

In an exploration of the oceanic connections of the Atlantic world, Michael J. Jarvis recovers a mariner's 
view of early America as seen through the eyes of Bermuda's seafarers. The first social history of 
eighteenth-century Bermuda, this book profiles how one especially intensive maritime community 
capitalized on its position "in the eye of all trade." Jarvis takes readers aboard small Bermudian 
sloops and follows white and enslaved sailors as they shuttled cargoes between ports, raked salt, 
harvested timber, salvaged shipwrecks, hunted whales, captured prizes, and smuggled contraband in 
an expansive maritime sphere spanning Great Britain's North American and Caribbean colonies. In 
doing so, he shows how humble sailors and seafaring slaves operating small family-owned vessels 
were significant but underappreciated agents of Atlantic integration. The American Revolution starkly 
revealed the extent of British America's integration before 1775 as it shattered interregional links that 
Bermudians had helped to forge. Reliant on North America for food and customers, Bermudians faced 
disaster at the conflict's start. A bold act of treason enabled islanders to continue trade with their 
rebellious neighbors and helped them to survive and even prosper in an Atlantic world at war. Ultimately, 
however, the creation of the United States ended Bermuda's economic independence and doomed the 
island's maritime economy.

Bandits at Sea

Examines the truth behind the mythical portrayals of pirates and piracy, including discussion on 
the purposes of "countercultural social bandits," women pirates, and democracy and racial equality 
practiced on pirate ships.

Piracy in the Graeco-Roman World

An historical study of piracy in the ancient Greek and Roman world.

A Path in the Mighty Waters



In October 1735, James Oglethorpe’s Georgia Expedition set sail from London, bound for Georgia. Two 
hundred and twenty-seven passengers boarded two merchant ships accompanied by a British naval 
vessel and began a transformative voyage across the Atlantic that would last nearly five months. Chron-
icling their passage in journals, letters, and other accounts, the migrants described the challenges of 
physical confinement, the experiences of living closely with people from different regions, religions, 
and classes, and the multi-faceted character of the ocean itself. Using their specific journey as his 
narrative arc, Stephen Berry’s A Path in the Mighty Waters tells the broader and hereto underexplored 
story of how people experienced their crossings to the New World in the eighteenth-century. During 
this time, hundreds of thousands of Europeans – mainly Irish and German – crossed the Atlantic as 
part of their martial, mercantile, political, or religious calling. Histories of these migrations, however, 
have often erased the ocean itself, giving priority to activities performed on solid ground. Reframing 
these histories, Berry shows how the ocean was more than a backdrop for human events; it actively 
shaped historical experiences by furnishing a dissociative break from normal patterns of life and a 
formative stage in travelers’ processes of collective identification. Shipboard life, serving as a profound 
conversion experience for travelers, both spiritually and culturally, resembled the conditions of a frontier 
or border zone where the chaos of pure possibility encountered an inner need for stability and continuity, 
producing permutations on existing beliefs. Drawing on an impressive array of archival collections, 
Berry’s vivid and rich account reveals the crucial role the Atlantic played in history and how it has 
lingered in American memory as a defining experience.

The Merchant Ship in the British Atlantic, 1600–1800

In The Merchant Ship in the British Atlantic, 1600—1800, Phillip Reid shows how ordinary commercial 
vessels reflected the risk management strategies of those who designed, built, bought, and sailed 
them.

Rough Waters

This study analyses the presence of American ships, merchants, and interests in the Mediterranean 
region in the first decades following the independence of the United States, and seeks to understand 
whether or not the English, Dutch, Scandinavians, and Americans invaded the region and its shipping 
industry in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. It considers the following topics: the benefit of 
American neutrality during the French Revolutionary wars which enabled the growth of their shipping 
activities; the organisation of protection for American ships post-independence, particularly from 
Barbary privateers; the diplomatic efforts of John Adams and Thomas Jefferson and the relationships 
of convenience fostered by American powers when requesting European assistance; the development 
of American consular services to assist merchants and captains; the avoidance of incidents through 
peace and commercial treaties through to ship seizures and crew enslavement; and the impact of 
the Tripolitanian War (or Barbary War) on American-Mediterranean shipping. The works in this volume 
attempt to determine whether or not these actions can be considered an ‘invasion’. They explore the 
mutually beneficial aspects of American-Mediterranean trade whilst also considering the strength of 
the Mediterranean trade (particularly Greek) prior to American interference. It concludes by confirming 
the dual objectives of the American presence - to ensure open markets for their goods, and to enhance 
their political and military power against British, French, and North African regencies.

Maritime Labour

This is a collection of soundings into various aspects of the history of maritime labor from the close of 
the Middle Ages to the present. The spatial emphasis of the essays is north European and Atlantic since 
they deal with the countries around the North Sea and Baltic with some coverage of North America. 
Indeed, from time to time the authors leave the sea behind in order to examine broader issues such 
as labor markets, the regulation and institutions of seafaring, and industrial relations on the waterfront. 
But at all points there is a common theme of sea-related labor, and a common objective of better 
understanding what have often been perceived as difficult and elusive groups of people.

Converging Worlds

Providing a survey of colonial American history both regionally broad and "Atlantic" in coverage, 
Converging Worlds presents the most recent research in an accessible manner for undergraduate 
students. With chapters written by top-notch scholars, Converging Worlds is unique in providing not 
only a comprehensive chronological approach to colonial history with attention to thematic details, but a 



window into the relevant historiography. Each historian also selected several documents to accompany 
their chapter, found in the companion primary source reader. Converging Worlds: Communities and 
Cultures in Colonial America includes: timelines tailored for every chapter chapter summaries discus-
sion questions lists of further reading, introducing students to specialist literature fifty illustrations. Key 
topics discussed include: French, Spanish, and Native American experiences regional areas such as 
the Midwest and Southwest religion including missions, witchcraft, and Protestants the experience of 
women and families. With its synthesis of both broad time periods and specific themes, Converging 
Worlds is ideal for students of the colonial period, and provides a fascinating glimpse into the diverse 
foundations of America. For additional information and classroom resources please visit the Converging 
Worlds companion website at www.routledge.com/textbooks/9780415964999.

Blood and Silver

In this new and original study of piracy, Kris Lane looks at the often mixed motives behind the phe-
nomenon and the lives of those involved. Rejecting the romantic myth of the Elizabethan swashbuckler, 
he reveals a world of violence, hardship and fanaticism, in which self-enrichment was an obsession. 
From the first corsairs of the 16th century to the last of the buccaneers, he traces the rise and fall of a 
dangerous profession which encompassed slave-running, smuggling and ship-wrecking.

Privateering, Piracy and British Policy in Spanish America, 1810-1830

Shows how the political turmoil of the Spanish American Wars of Independence allowed an upsurge 
in prize-taking activity by navies, privateers and pirates.

Pillaging the Empire

This introductory survey to maritime predation in the Americas from the age of Columbus to the reign 
of the Spanish king Philip V includes piracy, privateering (state-sponsored sea-robbery), and genuine 
warfare carried out by professional navies.

Villains of All Nations

Pirates have long been stock figures in popular culture, from Treasure Island to the more recent antics of 
Jack Sparrow. Villains of all Nations unearths the thrilling historical truth behind such fictional characters 
and rediscovers their radical democratic challenge to the established powers of the day.

The Greek World

Studying from the Mycenean to the late Hellenistic period, this work includes new articles by twen-
ty-seven specialists of ancient Greece, and presents an examination of the Greek cultures of mainland 
Greece, Asia Minor, Egypt and Italy. With the chapters sharing the theme of social history, this 
fascinating book focuses on women, the poor, and the slaves – all traditionally seen as beyond the 
margins of powerand includes the study of figures who were on the literal margins of the Greek world. 
Bringing to the forefront the research into areas previously thought of as marginal, Anton Powell sheds 
new light on vital topics and authors who are central to the study of Greek culture. Plato’s reforms 
are illuminated through a consideration of his impatient and revolutionary attitude to women, and 
Powell also examines how the most potent symbol of central Greek history – the Parthenon – can be 
understood as a political symbol when viewed with the knowledge of the cosmetic techniques used by 
classical Athenian women. The Greek World is a stimulating and enlightening interaction of social and 
political history, comprehensive, and unique to boot, students will undoubtedly benefit from the insight 
and knowledge it imparts.

The Atlantic World

As the meeting point between Europe, colonial America, and Africa, the history of the Atlantic world is 
a constantly shifting arena, but one which has been a focus of huge and vibrant debate for many years. 
In over thirty chapters, all written by experts in the field, The Atlantic World takes up these debates and 
gathers together key, original scholarship to provide an authoritative survey of this increasingly popular 
area of world history. The book takes a thematic approach to topics including exploration, migration 
and cultural encounters. In the first chapters, scholars examine the interactions between groups which 
converged in the Atlantic world, such as slaves, European migrants and Native Americans. The volume 
then considers questions such as finance, money and commerce in the Atlantic world, as well as 



warfare, government and religion. The collection closes with chapters examining how ideas circulated 
across and around the Atlantic and beyond. It presents the Atlantic as a shared space in which 
commodities and ideas were exchanged and traded, and examines the impact that these exchanges 
had on both people and places. Including an introductory essay from the editors which defines the field, 
and lavishly illustrated with paintings, drawings and maps this accessible volume is invaluable reading 
for all students and scholars of this broad sweep of world history.

Literature and Culture: Oxford Bibliographies Online Research Guide

This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars and students of the ancient world find 
reliable sources of information by directing them to the best available scholarly materials in whatever 
form or format they appear from books, chapters, and journal articles to online archives, electronic 
data sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international authority on the subject, the ebook provides 
bibliographic information supported by direct recommendations about which sources to consult and 
editorial commentary to make it clear how the cited sources are interrelated. This ebook is just one of 
many articles from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Atlantic History, a continuously updated and growing 
online resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through the scholarship and other materials 
relevant to the study of Atlantic History, the study of the transnational interconnections between Europe, 
North America, South America, and Africa, particularly in the early modern and colonial period. Oxford 
Bibliographies Online covers most subject disciplines within the social science and humanities, for more 
information visit www.oxfordbibliographies.com.

The Social History of English Seamen, 1485-1649

An overview of a wide range of aspects of maritime social history in the Tudor and early Stuart period.

Ships, Money and Politics

In neglecting maritime and naval matters, students of the reign of Charles I have missed or misunder-
stood important elements in the sickness of the early Stuart polity. The crisis of the monarchy at that 
time was bound up with the failure of the nation's sea forces in the wars of the 1620s and with Charles's 
efforts to reform and strengthen the navy by means of ship money. The studies of the shipping industry, 
shipowning, mutiny and one particular seaman's experience in the transatlantic servant's trade explore 
the economic and social aspects of seafaring, especially the relations between owners, masters, and 
men at a time of rapid growth and change in the merchant marine. But the relations between the 
merchant marine and the Royal Navy were so close that the two should be studied together. The essays 
on Sir Kenelm Digby's privateering venture in the Mediterranean, on ship money (the longest and most 
central), on the expedition against the Salle rovers, and on the Parliamentary Navy demonstrate in 
different ways how naval policy, naval finance, and naval enterprise were linked with the problems and 
the interests of the private sector, which actually took over the Navy in 1642, with not altogether savory 
results. This novel juxtaposition of topics will, it is hoped, stimulate new thinking about Caroline society 
and politics.--Book jacket.

Economic Analyses of Prehistoric Greece

This collection of essays uses economic theory to investigate important problems in Greek archaeology, 
covering the Neolithic Age through the Late Bronze Age and into the Early Iron Age. Topics explored 
include the erosion of egalitarianism between the Neolithic and the Late Bronze Age, the early 
urbanization of Minoan Crete, possible survivors of the volcanic destruction of Santorini, Bronze Age 
Aegean shipping, the post-Mycenaean Greek population collapse and subsequent migrations, and the 
Sea Peoples and piracy.

Spaces of Modernity

From the civility of Westminster's newly paved streets to the dangerous pleasures of Vauxhall Gardens 
and the grand designs of the Universal Register Office, this book examines the identities, practices, 
and power relations of the modern city as they emerged within and transformed the geographies 
of eighteenth-century London. Ogborn draws upon a wide variety of textual and visual sources to 
illuminate processes of commodification, individualization, state formation, and the transformation of 
the public sphere within the new spaces of the metropolis.



Piracy and Privateering in the Golden Age Netherlands

This exciting scholarly work examines Dutch maritime violence in the seventeenth-century. With its 
flourishing maritime trade and lucrative colonial possessions, the young Dutch Republic enjoyed a 
cultural and economic pre-eminence, becoming the leading commercial power in the world. Dutch 
seamen plied the world's waters, trading,exploring, and colonizing. Many also took up pillaging, 
terrorizing their victims on the high seas and on European waterways. Surprisingly, this story of Dutch 
freebooters and their depredations remains almost entirely untold until now. Piracy and Privateering in 
the Golden Age Netherlands presents new data and understandings of early modern piracy generally, 
and also sheds important new light on Dutch and European history as well, such as the history of 
national identity and state formation, and the history of crime and criminality.

The Pirates’ Code

Fall captive to the code—the real-life buccaneer bylaws that shaped every aspect of a pirate’s life. 
Pirates have long captured our imaginations with images of cutlass-wielding swashbucklers, eye 
patches, and buried treasure. But what was life really like on a pirate ship? Piracy was a risky, 
sometimes deadly occupation, and strict orders were essential for everyone’s survival. These “Laws” 
were sets of rules that determined everything from how much each pirate earned from their plunder 
to compensation for injuries, punishments, and even the entertainment allowed on ships. These rules 
became known as the “Pirates’ Code,” which all pirates had to publicly swear by. Using primary sources 
like eyewitness accounts, trial proceedings, and maritime logs, this book explains how each one of the 
pirate codes was the key to pirates’ success in battle, on sea, and on land.

Citizenship, Subversion, and Surveillance in U.S. Ports

This book argues first, that the forces of industrialization that transformed ship technology simultane-
ously transformed the working-class lives of merchant seamen, intensifying class conflict and producing 
collective networks of subversion and resistance within the urban borderland spaces of sailortowns in 
which sailors fought to maintain control over their mobility, agency, and rights. Second, that given their 
social, cultural, economic, geographic, and legal marginalization, merchant seamen have occupied 
essential roles at the parameters of US urban, legal, labor, immigration, and wartime history. Third, 
that the constellation of these histories, embedded in the encounters and negotiations that merchant 
seamen provoked along the nation’s coastlines and sailortowns, collectively represents a unique and 
essential perspective on the history of US citizenship.

War, Nationalism, and the British Sailor, 1750-1850

This is the first book to systematically integrate 'Jack Tar,' the common seaman, into the cultural history 
of modern Britain, treating him not as an occasional visitor from the ocean, but as an important part of 
national life.

The Human Tradition in the Atlantic World, 1500–1850

This collection of compact biographies puts a human face on the sweeping historical processes that 
shaped contemporary societies throughout the Atlantic world. Focusing on life stories that represented 
movement across or around the Atlantic Ocean from 1500 to 1850, The Human Tradition in the Atlantic 
World, 1500–1850 explores transatlantic connections by following individuals—be they slaves, traders, 
or adventurers—whose experience took them far beyond their local communities to new and unfamiliar 
places. Whatever their reasons, tremendous creativity and dynamism resulted from contact between 
people of different cultures, classes, races, ideas, and systems in Africa, Europe, and the Americas. By 
emphasizing movement and circulation in its choice of life stories, this readable and engaging volume 
presents a broad cross-section of people—both famous and everyday—whose lives and livelihoods 
took them across the Atlantic and brought disparate cultures into contact.
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