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Explore the multifaceted history and legacy of the French Fifth Republic at its 50th anniversary.  Go 
beyond common stereotypes and delve into the complex political, social, and cultural developments 
that shaped modern France during this significant period in its history.  Discover the key events, figures, 
and ongoing debates that continue to define the Republic.
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The French Fifth Republic at Fifty

Addresses essential questions about the determinants and dynamics of the French political system 
and of its institutions, dispelling the stereotypical view of it as an exceptional model of politics.

The Presidents of the French Fifth Republic

In the French Republic political leadership is normally provided by the presidency, albeit from a very 
narrow constitutional base. This volume examines the strengths and weaknesses of that leadership as 
well as the way that executive power has been established in the republican context.

Comparative Policy Agendas

This book summarizes recent advances in the work on agenda-setting in a comparative perspective. 
The book first presents and explains the data-gathering effort undertaken within the Comparative 
Agendas Project over the past ten years. Individual country chapters then present the research 
undertaken within the many national projects. The third section illustrates the possibilities and directions 
for new research in comparative public policy using the data presented in this book. All the data used 
and discussed in the book is moreover publicly available. The book represents a significant contribution 
to the study of comparative public policy. By introducing a unified research infrastructure it opens up 
new possibilities for both empirical and theoretical research in this area.

France’s Political Institutions at 50

Fifty years after the creation of the Fifth Republic, French politics is undergoing profound changes. 
The election of Nicolas Sarkozy has announced a general review of the French political system. A 
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special committee – the comité constitutionnel – is currently drafting a catalogue of potential reforms. 
Debates focus on issues like presidentialization, parliamentary scrutiny of the executive or the creation 
of a popular initiative to trigger constitutional review of given legislative texts. These discussions 
reflect long-standing trends in the Fifth Republic. This volume aims at analysing those trends and 
at outlining the major perspectives for future development. In particular it puts the French political 
system in comparative perspectives and provides in-depth analysis of the evolution of the major political 
institutions and their relations. The volume argues that substantial reforms have helped to partially 
reshape French politics. Yet, it also shows that the fundamental characteristics of semi-presidential 
government have stood firm. The question is whether current debates and subsequent reforms are 
likely to alter the current pattern. This book was published as a special issue of West European Politics.

The Oxford Handbook of French Politics

The Oxford Handbook of French Politics provides a comprehensive and comparative overview of 
the French political system through the lens of political science. The Handbook is organized into 
three parts: the first part identifies foundational concepts for the French case, including chapters on 
republicanism and social welfare; the second part focuses on thematic large-scale processes, such 
identity, governance, and globalization; while the third part examines a wide range of issues relating to 
substantive politics and policy, among which are chapters on political representation, political culture, 
social movements, economic policy, gender policy, and defense and security policy. The volume brings 
together established and emerging scholars and seeks to examine the French political system from 
a comparative perspective. The contributors provide a state-of-the-art review both of the comparative 
scholarly literature and the study of the French case, making The Oxford Handbook of French Politics 
an invaluable resource for anyone interested in the foundations of contemporary political life in France.

The Statesman’s Yearbook 2024

Accounts of public intellectuals in France and French feminism have focused on a specific set of 
women thinkers overlooking some major women intellectuals. This book aims redresses this balance by 
studying these forgotten intellectuals creating a cultural and theoretical re-evaluation of the gendered 
phenomenon of the public intellectual in France.

Women Intellectuals in Post-68 France

Now in its 152nd edition, The Statesman's Yearbook continues to be the reference work of choice for 
accurate and reliable information on every country in the world. Covering political, economic, social 
and cultural aspects, the Yearbook is also available online for subscribing institutions: www.statesman-
syearbook.com .

The Statesman's Yearbook 2016

Now in its 150th edition, The Statesman's Yearbook continues to be the reference work of choice for 
accurate and reliable information on every country in the world. Covering political, economic, social 
and cultural aspects, the Yearbook is also available online for subscribing institutions: www.statesman-
syearbook.com.

The Statesman's Yearbook 2014

Sarkozy came to power promising radical political and social change while simultaneously developing 
a presidential persona that melded the public and the personal under the glare of media attention, 
unparalleled in the French Fifth Republic. This volume provides a detailed analysis of the fit between 
his ambitions and the outcomes of his presidency

The Sarkozy Presidency

This volume provides an analytical framework that links welfare states to party systems, combining 
recent contributions to the comparative political economy of the welfare state and insights from party 
and electoral politics

Welfare Democracies and Party Politics



Despite efforts to normalize its post-colonial relationship and the downsizing of its permanent military 
presence, France remains a sought-after security provider in Africa. This book uncovers individual 
and collective motivations that drive French foreign and security policy in Africa. It explains French 
interventionism by drawing on actors’ subjective perceptions of reality and seeks to answer why French 
decision-makers are ready to accept the considerable risks and costs involved in guaranteeing the 
security of African countries. Adopting an actor-centric constructivist ontology, the author traces the 
emergence and subsequent development of ideas throughout the decision-making processes that led 
to Operation Serval in Mali and Operation Sangaris in the Central African Republic.

Contemporary French Security Policy in Africa

Notwithstanding its contemporary critics, political representation remains at the core of democratic 
politics. Based on a comparative research project that gathered data from observations, surveys, 
experiments and expert interviews, this book examines the process and the quality of political repre-
sentation in France and Germany from a dual perspective. First, it analyzes MPs’ behavior during their 
district activities. Second, it investigates the perceptions and evaluations of the represented, the French 
and German citizens. In ten chapters different facets of MPs’ activities as well as citizens’ attitudes 
are comparatively investigated. The book is relevant for Politics scholars and practitioners at national 
parliaments to better understand representative democracies, and it may also contribute to improve 
representation itself.

Political Representation in France and Germany

Explains the adoption, diffusion of, and resistance to gender quotas in politics, corporate boards and 
public administration across Europe.

Transforming Gender Citizenship

This unique work reveals how the denial of race as a social category maintains and reproduces 
systematic racism in contemporary France. Léonard offers an in-depth analysis of contentious issues 
in society, revealing how color-blind racism is at the centre of social inequality in France.

Racial Diversity in Contemporary France

This cross-national analysis of Islamophobia looks at these questions in an innovative, even-handed 
way, steering clear of politically-correct cliches and stereotypes. It cautions that Islamophobia is a 
serious threat to European values and norms, and mus

Xenophobia and Islamophobia in Europe

Comparative Politics is a series for researchers, teachers, and students of political science that deals 
with contemporary government and politics. Global in scope, books in the series are characterized by a 
stress on comparative analysis and strong methodological rigour. The series is published in association 
with the European Consortium for Political Research. For more information visit: www.ecprnet.eu The 
series is edited by Emilie van Haute, Professor of Political Science, Université libre de Bruxelles; 
Ferdinand Müller-Rommel, Director of the Center for the Study of Democracy, Leuphana University; and 
Susan Scarrow, John and Rebecca Moores Professor of Political Science, University of Houston. How 
can we explain the evolution of legislatures in Western Europe? This book analyses ninety procedural 
reforms which restructured control over the plenary agenda and committee power in Britain, France, 
Sweden, and Germany between 1866 and 2015. Legislatures evolve towards one of two procedural 
ideal types: talking (where governments control the agenda) or working legislatures (with powerful 
committees). All else being equal, legislators' demand for mega-seats on legislative committees triggers 
the evolution of working legislatures. If, however, legislators fail to centralize agenda control in response 
to anti-system obstruction, legislative procedures break down. Rather than a decline of legislatures, 
talking legislatures accordingly indicate the resilience of legislative democracy. In conclusion, the book 
shows the causal nexus between procedural reforms and (legislative) democracy.

Parliaments in Time

This book provides a systematic account of the changing priorities, procedures and practices of French 
NGOs active in overseas development work. It explores whether French NGOs are eschewing wider 



trends in the Northern NGO sector and uses Resource Dependence theory and a case study of NGO 
field-work in Cameroon to shed light on these actors.

French NGOs in the Global Era

Corporate Governance has become a major topic of interest for both academics and policy-makers 
in recent years. The advent of major financial scandals in the early 2000s (Enron, WorldCom, Ahold, 
Parmalat) was followed by turmoil in the financial markets at the end of the decade. The increased 
power of finance was a common factor singled out in the development of these events - especially 
shareholder value oriented institutional investors - across advanced capitalist economies. Will the 
pressures of financial market globalization force companies to converge on a shareholder-based 
model of corporate governance? In Contingent Capital Michel Goyer highlights the importance of the 
institutional context in which companies are embedded, focusing on the divergence in the allocation of 
capital by shareholder-value oriented institutional investors in Europe's two largest non-liberal market 
economies: France and Germany. The major difference between these two economies is that France 
has proven to be twice as attractive to short-term, impatient shareholders with a short-term horizon 
as compared to Germany - a disparity that disappears for investors with a longer-term term horizon. 
These empirical findings highlight the importance of providing a sophisticated differentiation between 
different categories of institutional investors in order to assess the impact associated with the greater 
prominence of finance. Goyer points to the importance of firm-level institutional arrangements in the 
process by which companies coordinate their activities as the key variable for understanding the 
investment allocation of impatient investors. The implication is that the governing of corporations is 
not about whether or not strategies of shareholder value are being adopted - but rather what types of 
strategies of shareholder value are being pursued.

Contingent Capital

This book develops and tests a typology of local state-society relations. To deliver such a comparative 
study on institutionalized relations between local government and societal actors at the municipal 
level in Europe, the book identifies and classifies country-specific patterns of these institutionalized 
governance networks. This work explores the diversity within these institutionalized networks, ap-
proaching it from a strong comparative perspective that is anchored on a new typology allowing a more 
robust analysis of the identifiable patterns. It is a study with appeal to scholars and students of local 
government, public administration and political science as well as to those pursuing this debate and 
implementing similar agendas as practitioners.

Close Ties in European Local Governance

"This remarkable volume shows the diversity of social and public contributions made by political 
scientists across Europe. The range of advisory roles is impressive and encouraging for colleagues 
concerned about the difference they can make in the world. It deserves to be used by academics and 
practitioners who seek to praise and defend the importance of political science research." - Claire 
A. Dunlop, University of Exeter, UK "This book provides unique insights into how political scientists 
engage in policy advice and how their advisory roles vary across Europe. This variation reflects 
variations and trends in European policy advisory systems-a must-read for every political scientist and 
anyone interested in better understanding policy advisory systems." -Thurid Hustedt, Hertie School of 
Governance, Berlin "Political scientists usually observe policymaking, but this book demonstrates that 
they also become involved in that process. Using qualitative and quantitative data the authors provide 
an interesting and timely account of the role of political scientists in advising governments and shaping 
policy. This is a very welcome addition to the literature on policy advice." - B. Guy Peters, University of 
Pittsburgh, USA This open access book centres on the advisory roles of political scientists in Europe. 
Based on a cross-national survey, the book offers a comparative analysis of the viewpoints and activities 
of university-based political scientists on external engagement. Political scientists in Europe appear 
more extrovert as academics than sometimes thought. In their professional functioning they engage 
in delivering knowledge and advice to all kinds of stakeholders in the policy process. This volume 
contains twelve in-depth country studies where different trends are visible, from political regime change 
to pressure for impact of academic work. The findings from this comparative analysis may inform our 
orientation on interaction between academics and their social and political environment, and what this 
means for education and training in university programs in political science. Marleen Brans is Professor 



at the KU Leuven Public Governance Institute, Belgium. Arco Timmermans is Professor of Public Affairs 
at Leiden University, the Netherlands.

The Advisory Roles of Political Scientists in Europe

"It's often claimed that future wars will be fought over water. But while international water conflict is 
rare, it's common between sub-national jurisdictions like states and provinces. Drawing on cases in 
the United States, China, India, and France, this book explains why these sub-national water conflicts 
occur - and how they can be prevented"--

Subnational Hydropolitics

Radical right-wing populist parties, such as Geert Wilders’ Party for Freedom, Marine Le Pen’s National 
Front or Nigel Farage’s UKIP, are becoming increasingly influential in Western European democracies. 
Their electoral support is growing, their impact on policy-making is substantial, and in recent years 
several radical right-wing populist parties have assumed office or supported minority governments. 
Are these developments the cause and/or consequence of the mainstreaming of radical right-wing 
populist parties? Have radical right-wing populist parties expanded their issue profiles, moderated their 
policy positions, toned down their anti-establishment rhetoric and shed their extreme right reputations 
to attract more voters and/or become coalition partners? This timely book answers these questions on 
the basis of both comparative research and a wide range of case studies, covering Austria, Belgium, 
Denmark, Finland, France, the Netherlands, Norway, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. Analysing 
the extent to which radical right-wing populist parties have become part of mainstream politics, as well 
as the factors and conditions which facilitate this trend, this book is essential reading for students and 
scholars working in European politics, in addition to anyone interested in party politics and current 
affairs more generally.

Radical Right-Wing Populist Parties in Western Europe

Preface : black girl in Paris -- Introduction : North African origins in and of the French Republic -- Growing 
up French? : education, upward mobility, and connections across generations -- Marginalization and 
middle-class blues : race, Islam, the workplace, and the public sphere -- French is, french ain't : 
boundaries of French and Maghrebin identities -- Boundaries of difference : cultural citizenship and 
transnational blackness -- Conclusion : sacrificed children of the Republic? -- Methodological appendix 
: another outsider : doing race from/in another place

Citizen Outsider

Systematically exploring the consequences of the global financial crisis, this text focuses primarily on 
the impact on policy and politics. It asks how governments responded to the challenges that the crisis 
has posed, and the policy and political impact of the combination of both the crisis itself and these 
responses.

The Consequences of the Global Financial Crisis

Gender Equality and Policy Implementation in the Corporate World takes a unique approach to the 
issue of gender equality in corporations in the 21st century. It examines the implementation of specific 
policies that seek to promote women's presence on corporate boards in 15 democracies in Western and 
Central Eastern Europe, North America, and Australasia through the lens of the Gender Equality Policy 
in Practice Approach. The thirteen empirically rich country chapters by leading country experts and two 
separate comparative chapter answer core questions. How were policies adopted and implemented? 
Did they achieve any degree of success that would allow for real and lasting equality? What were the 
politics of the pursuit of corporate gender equality across the 15 countries? What worked and did not 
work and why? What are the lessons to be drawn from these experiences? The findings of the book 
show that policy implementation does matter, but that in this last bastion of male domination, policies 
have had more success in increasing women's numbers over challenging gender-biased norms that 
block women of all cultural and socio-economic backgrounds from gaining real power on boards. The 
path-breaking study shows that the reasons for this slow change are highly complex and case specific, 
in the details of each policy mix. While progress has been slow in coming, it has still been made even in 
these challenging times. Future policy success, the book concludes, is in the hands of men and women 
willing to come forward to overcome these well entrenched obstacles.

Gender Equality and Policy Implementation in the Corporate World



This timely research handbook offers a systematic and comprehensive examination of the election laws 
of democratic nations. Through a study of a range of different regimes of election law, it illuminates 
the disparate choices that societies have made concerning the benefits they wish their democratic 
institutions to provide, the means by which such benefits are to be delivered, and the underlying values, 
commitments, and conceptions of democratic self-rule that inform these choices.

Comparative Election Law

Global governance is no longer a matter of state cooperation or bureaucratic politics. Since the end of 
the cold war, advocacy groups have proliferated and enjoyed increasing access to global governance 
institutions such as the European Union, World Trade Organization, and the United Nations climate 
conferences. This book seeks to push theories of interest groups and international non-governmental 
organizations forward. It argues that the advocacy group effects on global governance institutions are 
best understood by examining how groups use and shape domestic and global political opportunity 
structures. Chapters examine how, when, and why domestic and global political opportunity structures 
shape advocacy group effects in global governance, across global institutions, levels of government, 
advocacy organizations, issue areas, and over time. As special interests are becoming increasingly 
involved in global governance, we need to better understand how advocacy organizations may impact 
global public goods provision.

Advocacy Group Effects in Global Governance

As a field of scholarship, gender and politics has exploded over the last fifty years and is now global, 
institutionalized, and ever expanding. The Oxford Handbook of Gender and Politics brings to political 
science an accessible and comprehensive overview of the key contributions of gender scholars to 
the study of politics and shows how these contributions produce a richer understanding of polities 
and societies. Like the field it represents, the handbook has a broad understanding of what counts 
as political and is based on a notion of gender that highlights masculinities as well as femininities, 
thereby moving feminist debates in politics beyond the focus on women. It engages with some of the 
key aspects of political science as well as important themes in gender and feminist research (such 
as sexuality and body politics), thereby forging a dialogue between gender studies in politics and 
mainstream political science. The handbook is organized in sections that look at sexuality and body 
politics; political economy; civil society; participation, representation and policymaking; institutions, 
states and governance as well as nation, citizenship and identity. The Oxford Handbook of Gender 
and Politics contains and reflects the best scholarship in its field.

The Oxford Handbook of Gender and Politics

Over the last twenty years, the role of national parliaments in EU affairs has gained considerable 
academic attention. Much of the literature, however, has focused on parliamentary scrutiny and control 
in EU affairs. What tends to be generally overlooked is that the parliamentary communication function 
is at least as important in EU politics as the control function. Democratic legitimacy depends on a 
vibrant public debate on political solutions and alternatives to allow citizens to make informed political 
(electoral) choices and to exercise democratic control. Within the EU, it is precisely the opacity of 
policy-making processes and the lack of public discourse that have been defined as core problems of 
democratic legitimacy. Here, parliaments have the potential to provide an ideal arena for the deliberation 
of important European issues and thus to help overcome the much-lamented distance between Euro-
pean policy processes and the citizens. Yet, despite parliaments' central relevance for the legitimacy 
of European politics, the parliamentary communication function remains so far under researched. The 
volume aims at filling this gap by providing both qualitative and quantitative comparative data on various 
communication efforts by national parliaments. This book was originally published as a special issue 
in the Journal of Legislative Studies.

Parliamentary Communication in EU Affairs

Now in its 147th edition, The Statesman's Yearbook continues to be the reference work of choice for 
accurate and reliable information on every country in the world. Covering political, economic, social 
and cultural aspects, the Yearbook is an essential resource.

The Statesman's Yearbook 2011



'the most convenient and reliable starting point for information on public affairs' - George J. Mitchell, US 
Senator. Each copy comes with FREE online access to www.statesmansyearbook.com . Site license 
upgrades are also available for libraries who wish to network the data. New this year: a chronology of 
the 'credit crunch.'

The Statesman's Yearbook 2010

Now in its 159th edition, The Statesman's Yearbook continues to be the reference work of choice for 
accurate and reliable information on every country in the world. Covering political, economic, social 
and cultural aspects, the Yearbook is also available online for subscribing institutions.

The Statesman's Yearbook 2023

Now in its 148th edition, The Statesman's Yearbook continues to be the reference work of choice for 
accurate and reliable information on every country in the world. Covering political, economic, social 
and cultural aspects, the Yearbook is also available online for subscribing institutions: www.statesman-
syearbook.com.

The Statesman's Yearbook 2012

Now in its 149th edition, The Statesman's Yearbook continues to be the reference work of choice for 
accurate and reliable information on every country in the world. Covering political, economic, social 
and cultural aspects, the Yearbook is also available online for subscribing institutions: www.statesman-
syearbook.com .

The Statesman's Yearbook 2013

Paul Smith examines how the Senate has attempted, since 1958, to locate itself within the French 
(semi-) presidential system, how it asserts its place in relation to the President, Government and 
National Assembly and how it has sought, in recent years, to develop an autonomous and particular 
sense of identity.

The Senate of the Fifth French Republic

This volume offers perspective on modern French society and culture through thematic chapters 
on topics ranging from geography to popular culture. Ideal for students and general readers, this 
book includes insightful, current information about France's past, present, and future. France is the 
country most visited by international tourists. Aside from clichéd images of baguettes and the Eiffel 
Tower, however, what is French society and culture really like? Modern France is organized into 
thematic chapters covering the full range of French history and contemporary daily life. Chapter topics 
include: geography; history; government and politics; economy; religion and thought; social classes and 
ethnicity; gender, marriage, and sexuality; education; language; etiquette; literature and drama; art and 
architecture; music and dance; food; leisure and sports; and media and popular culture. Each chapter 
contains an overview of the topic and alphabetized entries on examples of each theme. A detailed 
historical timeline covers prehistoric times to the presidency of Emmanuel Macron. Special appendices 
offer profiles of a typical day in the life of representative members of French society, a glossary, key 
facts and figures about France, and a holiday chart. The volume will be useful for readers looking for 
specific topical information and for those who want to develop an informed perspective on aspects of 
modern France.

Modern France

Now in its 151st edition, The Statesman's Yearbook continues to be the reference work of choice for 
accurate and reliable information on every country in the world. Covering political, economic, social and 
cultural aspects, the Yearbook is also available online for subscribing institutions: http://www.states-
mansyearbook.com.

The Statesman's Yearbook 2015

This book deals with the theme of political participation in France, focusing on conventional and 
unconventional forms of political activism over the last three decades. Measures of social integration 
and political involvement are used to question the validity of social capital theory.

France, Social Capital and Political Activism



Gender quotas are a growing worldwide phenomenon, yet their variable implementation remains 
under-researched. Using the prominent case study of France this book approaches quotas from the 
perspective of the key actors responsible for them – political parties.

Parties, Gender Quotas and Candidate Selection in France
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