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Explore the pervasive issues of moral decay and systemic corruption deeply embedded within Russian 
society. This insightful analysis delves into the underlying factors contributing to ethical challenges and 
their profound impact on the nation's social fabric and future prospects.
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On the Corruption of Morals in Russia

On the Corruption of Morals in Russia, is the most celebrated work of the Russian historian, philosopher 
and publicist Prince M. M. Shcherbatov (1733-90). Written towards the close of the reign of Catherine 
the Great, it is half memoir, half polemic, comprising a survey of Russian history in the eighteenth 
century from the point of view of a moral censor, and an outspoken attack on the decline of morals at 
the Court of St Petersburg, written by an aristocrat of exceptional erudition and strong conservative 
views, who was present at the Court of Catherine II, and knew well the persons and events which he 
describes. The work was not published during the author's lifetime; not surprisingly, since its contents 
were highly treasonable. The text, which is collated from the three primary manuscript copies of the 
original, is the first to include all important textual variants.

On the Corruption of Morals in Russia

Boris Yeltsin's attempts at democratic reform have plunged a long troubled Russia even further into 
turmoil. This dramatic break with the Soviet past has left Russia politically fragmented and riddled with 
corruption, its people with little hope for the future. In a fascinating account for anyone interested in 
Russia's current political struggles, Tim McDaniel explores the inability of all its leaders over the last 
two centuries--tsars and Communist rulers alike--to create the foundations of a viable modern society. 
The problem then and now, he argues, is rooted in a cultural trap endemic to Russian society and 
linked to a unique sense of destiny embodied by the " Russian idea." In its most basic sense, the 
Russian idea is the belief that Russia can forge a path in the modern world that sets itself apart from the 
West through adherence to shared beliefs, community, and equality. These cultural values, according 
to McDaniel, have mainly reversed the values of Western society rather than having provided a real 
alternative to them. By relying on the Russian idea in their programs of change, dictatorial governments 
almost unavoidably precipitated social breakdown. When the Yeltsin government declared war on the 
Communist past, it broke with deeply held Russian values and traditions. McDaniel shows that in cutting 
people off from their pasts and promoting the West as the sole model of modernity, the reformers have 
simultaneously undermined the foundations of Russian morality and the people's sense of a future.
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On the Corruption of Morals in Russia

A senior Russian military engineer is murdered. Is it espionage or treason? In the modern Russian 
revolution, corruption and hidden agendas in both government and industry have replaced law and 
order. When Peter Turner, an American student uncovers a murderous shadow network of extortion, 
money laundering and espionage he must get out of Russia before the KGB and gangsters silence him 
for good. When morals become relative, and all choices are dangerous, self-preservation is no longer 
intuitive.

The Agony of the Russian Idea

This book, focusing on the history of religious and political thinking in early modern Russia, demon-
strates that Russia’s path toward enlightenment began long before Peter the Great’s opening to 
the West. Examining a broad range of writings, G. M. Hamburg shows why Russia’s enlightenment 
constituted a precondition for the explosive emergence of nineteenth-century writers such as Fedor 
Dostoyevsky and Vladimir Soloviev.

Deceit of Riches

This collection of essays expands the focus of Enlightenment studies to include countries outside the 
core nations of France, Germany and Britain. Notions of sociability and cosmopolitanism are explored 
as ways in which people sought to improve society.

Russia's Path toward Enlightenment

The image of Peter the Great casts a long shadow in modern Russian thought and culture. As important 
to modern Russia as the French Revolution is to France and the Reformation is to Germany, the image 
of this militaristic ruler, founder of St Petersburg, and czar of all Russia from 1689-1725 has been 
central to Russian history, literature, and art since the early 1700s.; Riasanovsky, one of the foremost 
historians of Russia, traces the development of this image from 1700 to the present. Drawing examples 
from Russian historical accounts, literature, folklore, and the arts, he shows how the use of the image 
of Peter has reflected the changing cultural and political values of the Russian people.

Sociability and Cosmopolitanism

Russia possesses one of the richest and most admired literatures of Europe, reaching back to the 
eleventh century. A History of Russian Literature provides a comprehensive account of Russian writing 
from its earliest origins in the monastic works of Kiev up to the present day, still rife with the creative 
experiments of post-Soviet literary life. The volume proceeds chronologically in five parts, extending 
from Kievan Rus' in the 11th century to the present day.The coverage strikes a balance between 
extensive overview and in-depth thematic focus. Parts are organized thematically in chapters, which a 
number of keywords that are important literary concepts that can serve as connecting motifs and 'case 
studies', in-depth discussions of writers, institutions, and texts that take the reader up close and. Visual 
material also underscores the interrelation of the word and image at a number of points, particularly 
significant in the medieval period and twentieth century. The History addresses major continuities 
and discontinuities in the history of Russian literature across all periods, and in particular bring out 
trans-historical features that contribute to the notion of a national literature. The volume's time-range 
has the merit of identifying from the early modern period a vital set of national stereotypes and popular 
folklore about boundaries, space, Holy Russia, and the charismatic king that offers culturally relevant 
material to later writers. This volume delivers a fresh view on a series of key questions about Russia's 
literary history, by providing new mappings of literary history and a narrative that pursues key concepts 
(rather more than individual authorial careers). This holistic narrative underscores the ways in which 
context and text are densely woven in Russian literature, and demonstrates that the most exciting way 
to understand the canon and the development of tradition is through a discussion of the interrelation 
of major and minor figures, historical events and literary politics, literary theory and literary innovation.

The Image of Peter the Great in Russian History and Thought

A definitive new history of Russia from early Rus' to the collapse of the Soviet Union

A History of Russian Literature
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The Cambridge History of Russia: Volume 2, Imperial Russia, 1689-1917

This valuable study explores the Russian Enlightenment with reference to the religious Enlightenment 
of the mid to late eighteenth century. Grounded in close reading of the sermons and devotional 
writings of Platon (Levshin), Court preacher and Metropolitan of Moscow, the book examines the 
blending of European ideas into the teachings of Russian Orthodoxy. Highlighting the interplay between 
Enlightenment thought and Orthodox enlightenment, Elise Wirtschafter addresses key questions of 
concern to religious Enlighteners across Europe: humanity's relationship to God and creation, the 
distinction between learning and enlightenment, the role of Christian love in authority relationships, the 
meaning of free will in a universe governed by Divine Providence, and the unity of church, monarchy, 
and civil society. Countering scholarship that depicts an Orthodox religious culture under assault from 
European modernity and Petrine absolutism, Wirtschafter emphasizes the ability of Russia's educated 
churchmen to assimilate and transform Enlightenment ideas. The intellectual and spiritual vitality of 
eighteenth-century Orthodoxy helps to explain how Russian policymakers and intellectuals met the 
challenge of European power while simultaneously coming to terms with the broad cultural appeal of the 
Enlightenment's universalistic human rights agenda. Religion and Enlightenment in Catherinian Russia 
defines the Russian Enlightenment as a response to the allure of European modernity, as an instrument 
of social control, and as the moral voice of an emergent independent society. Because Russia's 
enlightened intellectuals focused on the moral perfectibility of the individual human being, rather than 
social and political change, the originality of the Russian Enlightenment has gone unrecognized. This 
study corrects images of a superficial Enlightenment and crisis-ridden religious culture, arguing that 
in order to understand the humanistic sensibility and emphasis on individual dignity that permeate 
Russian intellectual history, and the history of the educated classes more broadly, it is necessary 
to bring Orthodox teachings into the discussion of Enlightenment thought. The result is a book that 
explains the distinctive origins of modern Russian culture while also allowing scholars to situate the 
Russian Enlightenment in European and global history.

Women in Russia, 1700-2000

This new edition retains the features of the first edition that made it a popular choice in universities 
and colleges throughout the US, Canada and around the world. Moss’s accessible history includes full 
treatment of everyday life, the role of women, rural life, law, religion, literature and art. In addition, it 
provides many other features that have proven successful with both professors and students, including: 
a well-organized and clearly written text, references to varying historical perspectives, numerous 
illustrations and maps that supplement and amplify the text, fully updated bibliographies accompanying 
each chapter as well as a general bibliography of more comprehensive works, a glossary, and 
chronological and genealogical lists. Moss’s A History of Russia will appeal to academics, students 
and general readers alike.

Religion and Enlightenment in Catherinian Russia

Russia's 18th-century drive toward modernity and empire under the two "greats" - Peter I and Catherine 
II - is captured in this work by one of Russia's outstanding young historians. The author develops 
three themes: Russia's relationship to the West; the transformation of "Holy Russia" into a multinational 
empire; and the effects of efforts to modernize Russia selectively along Western lines. Writing in a clear, 
crisp style, Kamenskii enlivens the narrative with observations from contemporary literary figures and 
political commentators that point up the lasting significance of the events he describes.

A History of Russia Volume 1

This book addresses the relationship between food consumption, status and power at the royal courts 
of Europe in the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The volume addresses issues of social 
networks, prestige, politics and diplomacy, banquets and their design, income and spending, economic 
aims, taste and preference, cultural innovations, social hierarchies, material culture, and many more 
social and cultural issues. It will provide a useful entry into food history for scholars of court culture and 
anyone with an interest in modern cultural history.

The Russian Empire in the Eighteenth Century: Tradition and Modernization



FORTHCOMING OPEN ACCESS TITLE This collection of essays re-examines ideas of change and 
movements for change in early modern Europe without presuming that "progressive" change was 
the outcome of "reforms". "Reform" today implies rational, incremental change to public institutions 
and procedures. "Improvement" has a more general application, emphasising the positive outcome 
to which "reform" is oriented. But the language of reform is today used of historical personalities and 
movements that did not themselves use the term, and who in many cases were not necessarily seeking 
the progressive change that we would understand today. The activities of "reform" were embedded 
in contemporary politics, and while "improvement" was part of a contemporary vocabulary, its real 
presence has been obscured by the range of natural languages in which it was expressed. Contributors 
to this volume seek to establish what was meant by contemporary usage. Bringing together scholars 
of Russia, Southern, Western, Central and Northern Europe, this collection sheds new light on both 
common and divergent features of a political process too often treated as a uniform movement towards 
modernity. This volume is a useful resource for students and scholars interested in Enlightenment 
studies, intellectual history, and conceptual history in early modern Europe.

Royal Taste

The Great Protector of Wits provides a new assessment of baron d’Holbach (1723–1789) and his 
circle. A challenging figure of the European Enlightenment, Paul-Henri Thiry d’Holbach was not only 
a radically materialistic philosopher, a champion of anticlericalism, the author of the Système de la 
nature – known as ‘the Bible of atheists’ –, an idéologue, a popularizer of the natural sciences and a 
prolific contributor to the Encyclopédie, but he also played a crucial role as an organizer of intellectual 
networks and was a master of disseminating clandestine literature and a consummate strategist in 
authorial fictions. In this collective volume, for the first time, all these different threads of d’Holbach’s 
‘philosophy in action’ are considered and analyzed in their interconnection. Contributors to this volume: 
Jacopo Agnesina, Nicholas Cronk, Mélanie Éphrème, Enrico Galvagni, Jonathan Israel, Alan Charles 
Kors, Mladen Kozul, Brunello Lotti, Emilio Mazza, Gianluca Mori, Iryna Mykhailova, Gianni Paganini, 
Paolo Quintili, Alain Sandrier, Ruggero Sciuto, Maria Susana Seguin, and Gerhardt Stenger.

Political Reason and the Language of Change

The present volume has as its central aim a reassessment of the works of Ivan Turgenev for the 
twenty-first century. Against the background of a decline in interest in nineteenth-century literature the 
articles gathered here seek to argue that the period in general, and his work in particular, still have 
much to offer the modern sensibility. The volume also offers a great variety of approaches. Some of 
the contributors tackle major works by Turgenev, including Rudin and Smoke, while others address key 
themes that run through all his creative work. Yet others address his influence, as well as his broader 
relationship with Russian and other cultures. A final group of articles examines other key figures in 
Russian literary culture, including Belinskii, Herzen and Tolstoi. The work will therefore be of interest to 
students, postgraduates and specialists in the field of Russian literary culture. At the same time, they 
will stand as a tribute to the life and work of Professor Richard Peace, a long-standing specialist in 
nineteenth-century Russian literature, in whose honour the volume has been compiled.

The Great Protector of Wits

Russia's eighteenth-century drive toward modernity and empire under the two greats--Peter I and 
Catherine II--is fully captured in this new work by one of Russia's outstanding young historians. The 
author develops three themes: Russia's relationship to the West; the transformation of Holy Russia into 
a multinational empire; and the effects of efforts to modernize Russia selectively along Western lines. 
Writing in a clear, crisp style, Kamenskii enlivens the narrative with observations from contemporary 
literary figures and political commentators that point up the lasting significance of the events he 
describes.

Turgenev and Russian Culture

The story of the spectacular unravelling of journalism as a profession in Russia in the last thirty years.

California slavic studies

An introduction to modern Russian culture, from language and religion to literature and the arts.



The Russian Empire in the Eighteenth Century

This book explores illegal forms of corruption and, more widely, moral and legal forms of corruption. The 
authors draw on detailed ethnographic accounts of corrupt practice at local, national and international 
levels. Coverage includes both Western and non-Western societies, from Italy to Latin America, to 
Albania, Africa and post-Soviet bureaucracy in Russia, Mongolia and Kazakhstan. There is also a 
chapter on corruption in the context of globalization. Key issues discussed include the problems caused 
by the inflated rhetoric of corruption and by the inadequacy of official definitions. The authors look at 
measures designed to bring corruption under some degree of control, discussing the level of legal 
intervention compatible with public expectations and with the dynamics of trust and responsibility. This 
fascinating book makes a significant contribution to our understanding of conflicting public and private 
moralities.

Losing Pravda

This book covers virtually all the significant Russian thinkers from the age of Catherine the Great Down 
to the eve of the 1905 Revolution.

The Cambridge Companion to Modern Russian Culture

Offering a broad interpretive history of the Russian Empire from the time of serfdom's codification until 
its abolition following the Crimean War, Wirtschafter considers the institution of serfdom, official social 
categories, and Russia's development as a country of peasants ruled by nobles, military commanders 
and civil servants.

Between Morality and the Law

This collection, which honors Anthony G. Cross and his work on Imperial Russia's eighteenth-century 
culture and connections with Britain, brings together contributions from sixteen leading scholar in 
the field of eighteenth-century Russian studies. The essays address a wide range of topics in the 
diplomatic, social, cultural, literary, and linguistic history of the period, including its international 
dimensions, and represent a significant addition to scholarship on Russia's "long" eighteenth century.

A History of Russian Thought from the Enlightenment to Marxism

In early twentieth-century Russia, suicide became a public act and a social phenomenon of exceptional 
scale, a disquieting emblem of Russia's encounter with modernity. This book draws on an extensive 
range of sources, from judicial records to the popular press, to examine the forms, meanings, and 
regulation of suicide from the seventeenth century to 1914, placing developments into a pan-European 
context. It argues against narratives of secularization that read the history of suicide as a trajectory from 
sin to insanity, crime to social problem, and instead focuses upon the cultural politics of self-destruction. 
Suicide - the act, the body, the socio-medical problem - became the site on which diverse authorities 
were established and contested, not just the priest or the doctor but also the sovereign, the public, and 
the individual. This panoramic history of modern Russia, told through the prism of suicide, rethinks the 
interaction between cultural forms, individual agency, and systems of governance.

Newsletter - Study Group on Eighteenth-Century Russia

In Russian politics reliable information is scarce, formal relations are of relatively little significance, 
and things are seldom what they seem. Applying an original theory of political language to narratives 
taken from interviews with 34 of Russia's leading political figures, Michael Urban explores the ways 
in which political actors construct themselves with words. By tracing individual narratives back to the 
discourses available to speakers, he identifies what can and cannot be intelligibly said within the bounds 
of the country's political culture, and then documents how elites rely on the personal elements of 
political discourse at the expense of those addressed to the political community. Urban shows that 
this discursive orientation is congruent with social relations prevailing in Russia and helps to account 
for the fact that, despite two revolutions proclaiming democracy in the last century, Russia remains an 
authoritarian state.

Russia's Age of Serfdom 1649-1861



In this penetrating exploration of contemporary Russia, Joshua Yaffa meets a variety of Russians 
- from politicians and entrepreneurs to artists and historians - who have built their careers and 
constructed their identities in the shadow of the Putin system. Torn between their own ambitions 
and the omnipresent demands of the state, each has found that compromise is essential for survival 
and success. Some extract benefits and privileges through cunning and cynicism, others less adept 
at navigating the system are left broken and demoralized. With sensitivity and depth, Yaffa profiles 
Russians from institutions such as the Bolshoi and Channel 1, from the major cities, and from regions 
such as Chechnya, post-annexation Crimea, and the Urals, including an Orthodox priest at war with 
the church hierarchy and a Chechen humanitarian who turns a blind eye to persecutions. The result is 
an intimate and probing portrait of a nation much discussed but little understood. And by showing how 
citizens shape their lives around the demands of a capricious and repressive state, Yaffa offers urgent 
lessons about the nature of modern authoritarianism.

Russian Society and Culture and the Long Eighteenth Century

Explores the paradigm shift of the 19th century in which Russian historiography changed emphasis 
from Enlightenment notions of causality and universal human nature to historicism's reliance on ideas 
of development and unique individuality. The author traces the efforts of archivists and historians such 
as Tatischev and Granovskii to professionalize Russian historiography and explores the debates on the 
approach to historicism between writers such as Solov'ev and the lesser-known Samarin. Annotation 
copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

Literature, Lives, and Legality in Catherine's Russia

From the formation of the Russian state in the 14th century to the political power struggles of the 1990s 
and the uncertainties of the new millennium, this new history offers a fresh and systematic account 
of Russian history across six tumultuous centuries. With greater access to previously unobtainable 
material, and with the gradual depoliticization of what was once an intellectual Cold War battleground, 
historians are now able to tell the story of Russia more dispassionately and with greater precision 
than was formerly possible. Drawing on the best contemporary scholarship, and informed throughout 
by the latest archival research into previously classified sources, thirteen international experts here 
reassess and reinterpret the history of one of the world's great powers. What emerges is a powerful 
sense of national destiny - of repeated themes, unchanging conditions, and cycles of circumstance. 
Throughout Russian history, all-powerful autocrats like Ivan the Terrible or Stalin have maintained 
their authority through brutality; but their omnipotence was always under threat, circumscribed by 
geography, compromised by bureaucratic incompetence, pervasive corruption, and resistance from 
below. A curious combination - a veneer of omnipotence, a void of operational power - has periodically 
dissolved into 'times of trouble', as in 1598, 1917, and 1991, when the impotence of the regime 
became transparent to all. Russian rulers have also had to contend with the same immense physical 
challenges - a hugely dispersed population, a perennial dearth of means and men to govern, a 
primitive infrastructure. Plagued by natural disasters, hamstrung by structural problems, the Russian 
economy - whether pre-revolutionary capitalist, Soviet socialist, or post-Soviet semi-capitalist - has had 
enormous and disruptive difficulties adapting to the competitive world of international markets. Another 
immutable, elemental fact has been Russia's multinational composition, which continues to generate 
discontent and disorder. Yet Russia is a great survivor, as the years from 1995 show, charaterized by 
economic recovery, institution-building, and a new mood of self-assertion in world politics. For too long 
Russian history has been dominated by myths and counter-myths, concocted by those seeking either 
to legitimize the existing order or to destroy it. This book - containing many little-known illustrations 
- represents an important attempt to rethink Russian history and to provide a new understanding of 
Russia's complex but ever-fascinating historical development. A compelling story in its own right, it is 
also essential reading for anyone with a private or professional interest in Russia and its place in the 
world.

Eighteenth Century Russian Literature, Culture and Thought

Thirteen American and European historians exploit the "archival revolution" of 1991 as well as the best 
contemporary scholarship to provide a major reinterpretation of Russian history. 16 color plates. 181 
halftones & maps.

The Human Record: Since 1500



Suicide and the Body Politic in Imperial Russia
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