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This topic explores the complex interplay between Islamic modernism, nationalism, and fundamen-
talism, examining how these powerful ideologies have shaped Muslim societies. It delves into their 
historical development, their often-conflicting tenets, and their profound impact on political, social, and 
religious identity in the contemporary world.
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Islamic Modernism, Nationalism, and Fundamentalism

A comparative historical analysis of the social changes that have affected the Islamic world in modern 
times & of the failure to achieve consensus on important social issues such as the form of government, 
the status of women, national identity & rule making.

The Clash of Values

Much of the Middle East and North Africa still appears to be in a transitional period set in motion 
by the 2011 Arab uprisings, and the political trajectory of the region remains difficult to grasp. In 
The Clash of Values, Mansoor Moaddel provides groundbreaking empirical data to demonstrate how 
the collision between Islamic fundamentalism and liberal nationalism explains the region’s present 
and will determine its future. Analyzing data from over 60,000 face-to-face interviews of nationally 
representative samples of people in seven countries—Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, 
Tunisia, and Turkey—Moaddel reveals the depth and breadth of the conflict of values. He develops 
measures of expressive individualism, gender equality, secularism, and religious fundamentalism and 
shows that the factors that strengthen liberal values also weaken fundamentalism. Moaddel highlights 
longitudinal data showing changes in orientations toward secular politics, Western-type government, 
religious tolerance, national identity, and to a limited extent gender equality, as well as a significant 
decline in support for political Islam, over the past decade. Focusing on these trends, he contends 
that the Arab Spring represents a new phase of collective action rooted in the spread of the belief in 
individual liberty. Offering a rigorous and deeply researched perspective on social change, The Clash 
of Values disentangles the Middle East and North Africa’s political complexity and pinpoints a crucial 
trend toward liberal nationalism.

Religious Fundamentalism in the Middle East

In Religious Fundamentalism in the Middle East, Moaddel and Karabenick explain variations in 
fundamentalist beliefs and attitudes on both macro and micro level.

Islam in Indonesia
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Indonesia is home to the largest Muslim community in the world. This book provides a perspective 
about contemporary Islam in Indonesia through discussing two outstanding streams of thought and 
movements - Islamic modernism and radical Islamic fundamentalism.

Islam and the Challenges of Modernity

Islam is a burning topic in modern scholarship and contemporary world affairs. It is a subject poorly 
understood by Western observers, and in this book Professor Montgomery Watt takes a significant step 
towards its demystification. Montgomery Watt examines the crucial questions of traditional world-view 
and self-image which dominate the thinking of Muslims today. This traditional self-image causes them 
to perceive world events in a different perspective from Westerners – a fact not always appreciated by 
the foreign ministries of Western powers. Professor Watt presents a brilliant and critical analysis of the 
traditional Islamic self-image, showing how it distorts Western modernism and restricts Muslims to a 
peripheral role in world affairs. In a scholarly and incisive way, he traces this harmful image to its origins 
in the medieval period and then to the traumatic exposure of Muslims to the West in modern times. He 
argues that Muslim culture is suffering from a dangerous introspection, and in his closing chapters 
presents a constructive criticism of contemporary Islam, aimed at contributing to a truer, more realistic 
Islamic self-image for today. First published in 1988.

Islamic Fundamentalism and Modernity (RLE Politics of Islam)

Long before the tragic events of September 11, 2001, Islamic fundamentalism was exerting a significant 
influence in nearly every corner of the world. Bassam Tibi, a widely recognized expert on Islam and 
Arab culture, offers an important and disquieting analysis of this particular synthesis of religion and 
politics. A Muslim and descendant of a famous Damascene Islamic scholar family, Tibi sees Islamic 
fundamentalism as the result of Islam's confrontation with modernity and not only--as it is widely 
believed--economic adversity. The movement is unprecedented in Islamic history and parallels the 
inability of Islamic nation-states to integrate into the new world secular order. For this updated edition, 
Tibi has written a new preface and lengthy introduction addressing Islamic fundamentalism in light of 
and since September 11.

The Challenge of Fundamentalism

The Middle East is a complex region where religion, culture and politi are deeply intertwined in a 
powerful relationship. From the early days of the Arab nationalist experiment to the emergence of 
Islamic fundamentalism in the early part of this century and beyond, the region's political movements 
have become a salient feature of its modern history and continue to be the subject of much heated 
debate and speculation. This collection of essays addresses these timely issues by providing both 
a general analysis of the region and more focused country-by-country examples. Among the many 
themes, nationalism and Islamism are re-examined to demonstrate their ongoing relevance and 
relationship to the presentday Arab context and identity. This is followed by a closer look at Islamist 
movements in Turkey, Iran, and Tunisia and how these forces may either come to erode the secular 
state (in the case of Turkey and Tunisia) or bolster the Islamic one (in the case of Iran). The author 
also examines the fate of the eight remaining monarchies of the Arab world and the conditions of 
their emergence, consolidation and continuation. By means of a thorough analysis of these important 
themes, along with country-specific case studies, the author provides a wealth of information that helps 
towards a comprehensive understanding of the region. 'An absorbing collection of essays ... Halliday's 
range allows him to make many penetrating cross-cultural comparisons.' New Statesman 'Nation and 
Religion in the Middle East provides a wealth of information that helps towards a comprehensive 
understanding of the region.' The Middle East 'A formidable collection.' Times Literary Supplement 
'Halliday has proven one of the most wide-ranging and sophisticated analysts of the Middle East, and 
this collection of essays shows both those traits.' CHOICE

Islamic Modernism

By viewing Islamic fundamentalism as a reactive challenge to modern civilizations and political 
structure, Dr. Choueiri presents a striking analysis of how and why Islamic values have become such 
a potent contemporary political force, and sheds new light on a much-misunderstood situation.This 
book offers a rigorous definition of Islamic fundamentalism by linking its connotations to the historical 
background of Muslim traditions.



Nation and Religion

The series Religion and Society (RS) contributes to the exploration of religions as social systems- both 
in Western and non-Western societies; in particular, it examines religions in their differentiation from, 
and intersection with, other cultural systems, such as art, economy, law and politics. Due attention is 
given to paradigmatic case or comparative studies that exhibit a clear theoretical orientation with the 
empirical and historical data of religion and such aspects of religion as ritual, the religious imagination, 
constructions of tradition, iconography, or media. In addition, the formation of religious communities, 
their construction of identity, and their relation to society and the wider public are key issues of this 
series.

Revolt against modernity

Also available in paperback as "Modernist and Fundamentalist Debates in Islam"During the second 
half of the nineteenth century, a group of prominent Muslim theologians began to critically examine 
classical conceptions and methods of jurisprudence and devised a new approach to Islamic theology. 
This new approach was nothing short of an outright rebellion against Islamic orthodoxy, displaying 
an astonishing compatibility with nineteenth century Enlightenment-era thought. In the 20th century 
this modernist movement declined, to be replaced by another cultural episode, characterized by the 
growing power of Islamic fundamentalism. This volume looks at these two very different approaches to 
Islam. The editors have selected the most prominent Islamic thinkers of modernist and fundamentalist 
viewpoints, diverse nationalities, and from both the late decades of the nineteenth century and the 
early decades of the 20th century. The writers discuss their own views with regard to such issues as 
philosophical and political perceptions of democracy, the state, the history of Islam, women's rights, 
personal lifestyle, education, and the West.

Islamic Fundamentalism

First Published in 1992. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Islamic Dilemmas

Over the past decade, the political ground beneath the Middle East has shifted. Arab nationalism the 
political orthodoxy for most of this century has lost its grip on the imagination and allegiance of a new 
generation. At the same time, Islam as an ideology has spread across the region, and "Islamists" bid 
to capture the center of politics. Most Western scholars and experts once hailed the redemptive power 
of Arabism. Arab Awakening and Islamic Revival is a critical assessment of the contradictions of Arab 
nationalism and Islamic fundamentalism, and the misrepresentation of both in the West. The first part 
of the book argues that Arab nationalism--the so-called Arab awakening--bore within it the seeds of its 
own failure. Arabism as an idea drew upon foreign sources and resources. Even as it claimed to liberate 
the Arabs from imperialism it deepened intellectual dependence upon the West's own romanticism 
and radicalism. Ultimately, Arab nationalism became a force of oppression rather than liberation, and a 
mirror image of the imperialism it defied. Kramer's essays together form the only chronological telling 
and the at fully documented postmortem of Arabism. The second part of the book examines the similar 
failings of Islamism, whose ideas are Islamic reworkings of Western ideological radicalism. Its effect 
has been to give new life to old rationales for oppression, authoritarianism, and sectarian division. Arab 
Awakening and Islamic Revival provides an alternative view of a century of Middle Eastern history. As 
the region moves fitfully past ideology, Kramer's perspective is more compelling than at any time in 
the past-in Western academe no less than among many in the Middle. This book will be of interest to 
sociologists, political scientists, economists, and Middle East specialists.

Islamic Modernism and Fundamentalism

Redefines the bases and scope of modern Islamic thought, suggesting that Islamic fundamentalism 
might prove to be a liberating theology for the modern Islamic world. Basing his argument large-
ly on Arabic documents, Moussalli analyzes the basic concerns of fundamentalism--epistemology, 
knowledge, philosophy, modernity, and science as well as politics, political philosophy, and political 
economy. He examines the ideas of major Muslim thinkers who have affected the contemporary Islamic 
revival--especially Hasan al-Banna, Sayyid Qutb, and Hasan al-Turabi--showing the range of Islamic 
fundamentalist views from liberal democracy to authoritarianism. He then discusses how their thinking 



could affect an Islamic state, from political repression at one extreme to political representation at the 
other. From publisher description.

Contemporary Debates in Islam

Through empirical analysis and theoretical reflection, this book shows that the aesthetics and politics 
of the Islamic State is “futurist.” ISIS overcomes postmodern pessimism and joins the modern, tech-
no-oriented, and optimistic attitude propagated by Italian Futurism in the early twentieth century.

Postmodernism, Reason and Religion

This timely book, newly revised for this edition, addresses the question of human rights in the 
international context, focusing in particular on the interaction between human rights as a value and 
norm in international relations and Islam as a constituent of political culture in particular societies. 
Katerina Dalacoura's argument proceeds at two levels. Firstly, it reaches a consistent normative position 
on the question of human rights. Secondly, the theoretical argument is reinforced through a detailed 
study both of the precepts of Islam and the role of Islam in the political process of 20th century Egypt and 
Tunisia. Dalacoura demonstrates that the interpretation of Islam in relation to human rights principles 
is not static, but is subject to reformulation.

Arab Awakening and Islamic Revival

In recent years radical fundamentalists have had a formidable intellectual and social impact on Sunni 
Islam countries such as Egypt, Syria, and Lebanon. This highly acclaimed book by an eminent Arabist 
focuses on the development of Sunni Muslim fundamentalism, discussing how it rejected Western 
values, broke with pan-Arabism, and took on an activist political position. This enlarged edition contains 
a new chapter, "In the Shadow of Khomeini," which considers the growth and influences of Shi'ite 
radicalism since the Iranian Revolution, reviews the principal areas of controversy between Sunni 
and Shi'ite Muslims, and assesses whether rapprochement between the two groups is likely. Review 
of the earlier edition: "Sivan . . . not only introduces Western readers to scores of important but 
little-known contemporary Islamic thinkers, . . . He also breaks new ground in his analysis of their work 
and activities."--Shaul Bakhash, Wilson Quarterly ÿ"A gem of a small book. . . . Sivan writes clearly, 
dispassionately, and with enviable command of his subject. His book makes a large and almost entirely 
new body of information available."--Daniel Pipes, The New Leader "Not just scholars but everyone 
seriously interested in the contemporary Middle East is in Sivan's debt."--G.H. Jansen, Los Angeles 
Times "This study by Emmanuel Sivan is exceptional; it is professional, insightful, and persuasive. . . 
. A well-informed interpretation of recent events based directly on relevant Arabic writings."--Michael 
W. Dols, History "Thorough, thought-provoking, and very instructive."--William M. Brinner, Middle East 
Review Emmanuel Sivan is professor of history at Hebrew University and editor of the Jerusalem 
Quarterly

Moderate and Radical Islamic Fundamentalism

How has fundamentalism betrayed the true spirit of Islam? This fully revised and expanded edition of 
the critically acclaimed book provides answers to this question and contains: a new essay on the role of 
women in Islam; an updated chapter containing insights into the true nature of the jih three fully revised 
chapters that bring the discussion up-to-date with the current global situation; a revised introduction. 
Book jacket.

The Political Aesthetics of ISIS and Italian Futurism

Featuring a brand new examination of Islamic fundamentalism in the wake of the Arab Spring, this 
fully revised and updated second edition of Islamic Fundamentalism since 1945 analyzes the roots 
and emergence of Islamic movements in the modern world and the main thinkers that inspired them. 
Providing a much-needed historical overview of a fast-changing socio-political landscape, the main 
facets of Islamic fundamentalism are put in a global context, with a thematic debate of issues such as: - 
the effects of colonialism on Islam - secularism and the Islamic reaction - Islam and violence in the 9/11 
era - globalization and transnational Islamist movements - Islam in the wake of the Arab Awakening 
Islamic Fundamentalism since 1945 provides an authoritative account of the causes and diversity of 
Islamic fundamentalism, a modern phenomenon which has grabbed the headlines as a grave threat to 



the West and a potentially revolutionary trend in the Middle East. It is a valuable resource for students 
and those interested in the history, effects and consequences of these Islamic movements

Islam, Liberalism and Human Rights

The conflict between fundamentalist Islam and the West, highlighted by the fatwah on Salmon Rushdie, 
appears impossible to resolve. This book examines how much of this antipathy between the two cultures 
is based on shared romantic notions of unchanging cultural identity. Al-Azmeh shows that, in fact, 
Islamic fundamentalism represents a break with important aspects of the Muslim tradition and should 
be seen as a general characteristic of populist nationalism. Utilizing his knowledge of history and the 
intellectual life of Islamic societies, Al-Azmeh calls for a deeper understanding of the way Islam is used 
in politics, society and history.

Radical Islam

The resurgence of Islamic fundamentalism in the 1980s influenced many in the Islamic world to reject 
Western norms of liberal rationality and to return, instead, to their own tradition for political and cultural 
inspiration. This rejection of foreign thought threatens to end the centuries-long dialogue between 
Islam and the West, a dialogue that has produced a nascent Middle Eastern liberalism, along with 
many less desirable forms of discourse. With Islamic Liberalism, Leonard Binder hopes to reinvigorate 
that dialogue, asking whether political liberalism can take root in the Middle East without a vigorous 
Islamic liberalism. But, Binder asks, is an Islamic liberalism possible? The Islamic political community 
presents special problems to the development of an indigenous liberalism. That community is conceived 
of as divinely ordained, and its notions of the good are to be derived from scriptural revelation, not 
arrived at through rational discourse. Liberal politics would seem to stand little chance of surviving in 
such an atmosphere, let alone thriving. Binder responds to the challenge of Edward Said's critique of 
Orientalism, of a range of neo-Marxian development theorists, of Sayyid Qutb's fundamentalist vision, 
of Samir Amin's vision of Egypt's role in the Arab awakening, of Tariq al-Bishri's new populism, of 
Zaki Najib Mahmud's pragmatism, and the structuralism of Arkoun and Laroui. The deconstruction of 
these varied texts produces a number of persuasive hermeneutical conclusions that are sequentially 
woven together in a critical argument that refocuses our attention on the central question of political 
freedom and democracy. In the course of constructing this argument, Binder reopens the dialogue 
between Western modernity and Islamic authenticity and reveals the surprising extent to which there is 
a convergent interest in liberal, democratic, civil society. Finally, in a concluding chapter, he addresses 
the prospects for liberalism in the three major bourgeois states of Islam—Egypt, Turkey, and Iran.

Islam, Fundamentalism, and the Betrayal of Tradition

The phenomenon of political Islam continues to dominate the political and social map of the Arab world, 
with the increasingly open struggle between ruling elites and Islamists becoming the main source of 
political instability in many states. This volume offers an in-depth analysis of the rise of Islamic and 
fundamentalist movements in the Middle East and North Africa. Through detailed case studies, the 
contributors examine the various manifestations of political Islam, highlighting differences across move-
ments and evaluating the varying circumstances in which they arise. They also assess the influence 
of such movements on the emerging post?Cold War order in the region and consider questions of a 
general nature, such as Islamic state theories and the impact of Islamicism on international relations.

Islamic Fundamentalism since 1945

The long-standing notion that ""Islamic affairs"" are removed from, and inevitably clash with, ""Western 
affairs"" has, since the publication of Samuel Huntingdon's Clash of Civilizations, taken on a new life. 
In this context a critical reassessment of history and a reconsideration of fundamental questions have 
become more urgent. In this book, leading scholars from the Muslim world and Europe look both at the 
existing ground for this project and consider new avenues of thought and research.

Islams and Modernities

Making Sense of the SecularCritical Perspectives from Europe to Asia; Copyright; Contents; Introduc-
tion: Making Sense of the Secular; Part I: Europe; 1 Formations of the Secular State and Islam in 
Britain Today; 2 The Evolution of French Secularism; 3 How Do You Say 'Secular' in Italian?; 4 Manifest 
Secularisation Processes in Turkey and Belgium; 5 Secularism in Eastern Europe; Part II: Asia; 6 



The Truth about Secularism; 7 The Dark Hour of Secularism: Hindu Fundamentalism and Colonial 
Liberalism in Indi; 8 Elisions and Erasures: Science, Secularism and the State-The Cases of India 
and Pakistan9 Sacred Modernism or Secular Space: The Ornamental Politics of Religion in Sri Lanka; 
10 When Will China Become More Religious?; 11 The Secular and the Spiritual in Contemporary 
Japanese Society; 12 Korea's Path of Secularisation; 13 Political Secularisation in Indonesia; 14 
Secularism in Malaysia; Contributors; Index.- This book offers a wide range of critical perspectives on 
how secularism unfolds and has been made sense of across Europe and Asia. The book evaluates 
secularism as it exists today - its formations and discontents within contemporary discourses of power, 
terror, religion and cosmopolitanism - and the focus on these two continents gives critical attention 
to recent political and cultural developments where secularism and multiculturalism have impinged in 
deeply problematical ways, raising bristling ideological debates within the functioning of modern state 
bureaucracies. Examin.

Islamic Liberalism

"The Arab media is in the midst of a revolution that will inform questions of war and peace in the Middle 
East, political and societal reform, and relations between the West and the Arab World. Drawing on the 
first broad cross-border survey of Arab journalists, first-person interviews with scores of reporters and 
editors, and his three decades' experience reporting from the Middle East, Lawrence Pintak examines 
how Arab journalists see themselves and their mission at this critical time in the evolution of the Arab 
media. He explores how, in a diverse Arab media landscape expressing myriad opinions, journalists are 
still under siege as governments fight a rear-guard action to manage the message. This innovative book 
breaks through the stereotypes about Arab journalists to reveal the fascinating and complex reality - 
and what it means for the rest of us."--Bloomsbury publishing.

Islamic Fundamentalism

A striking analysis of how and why Islamic values have become such a potent contemporary political 
force, shedding new light on a much misunderstood situation.

Islam, Modernism and the West

This book is principally a study of the complex relationship of religion to modernity. Monica M. Ringer 
argues that modernity should be understood as the consequence, not the cause, of the new intellectual 
landscape of the 19th century. Using the lens of Islamic modernism she uncovers the underlying 
epistemology and methodology of historicism that penetrated the Middle East and South Asia in this 
period, both forcing and enabling a recalibration of the definition, nature, function and place of religion. 
She shows that Muslim Modernists, like their counterparts in other religious traditions, engaged in a 
sophisticated project of theological reform designed to marry their twin commitments to religion and 
to modernity. They were in conversation not only with European scholarship and Catholic modernism, 
but more importantly, with their own complex Islamic traditions.

Making Sense of the Secular

In this volume, Jacob Lassner examines the triangular relationship that during the Middle Ages defined 
- and continues to define today - the political and cultural interaction among the three Abrahamic faiths.

Beyond Islam

This shrewd and penetrating book, written by one of the world's most respected social thinkers, delves 
to the heart of the controversy between Islam and the West.

Islamic Fundamentalism 3rd Edition

" In this first volume of the Yearbook of Sociology of Islam Georg Stauth brought together Islamologists 
and Sociologists who explore Islam and modern applications of Islamic thought as a way of demon-
strating in a variety of social fields the ambiguity of the effective use of religious ideas and specifically 
Islamic models of social order to promote change. Far away from being apologetic, this collection of 
papers intends to show that the transcendental visions of Islam have been used as a foundational 
matrix for an indigenized ""Islamic Sociology"" as much as they played an important role in the modern 
restructuration of local symbolic and political orders. Analysis and discourse are privileged components 
in the scientific part of both the Islamic and the Western world. Accordingly, this volume attempts 



to contribute to the ongoing dialogue among sociologists about the effective ""history"" of exchange 
between Islamic visions and modernity. Contributors: Mona Abaza, Mohammed Arkoun, Friedemann 
Büttner, Fanny Colonna, Shmuel N. Eisenstadt, Peter Heine, Armando Salvatore, Reinhard Schulze, 
Georg Stauth, Karin Werner, Sami Zubaida Editor: Georg Stauth teaches sociology at the University 
of Bielefeld, Germany. "

Islamic Modernism and the Re-Enchantment of the Sacred in the Age of History

The book examines the dynamics from the formation of Islamist politics for the struggle for hegemony 
to failure to become a hegemonic force in Bangladesh. The contradiction between Islamic universal-
ism/Islamist populism, on one hand, and a politics of Muslim particularism in India, on the other, is 
revealed in this study.

Jews, Christians, and the Abode of Islam

The fear and anxiety aroused by Islamism is not a myth, nor is it simply a consequence of terrorism or 
fundamentalism. Writing in 1997, before 9/11 and before the austerity that has bred a new generation 
of far right groups across Europe and the US, S. Sayyid warned of a spectre haunting Western 
civilization. This groundbreaking book, banned by the Malaysian government, is both an analysis of the 
conditions that have made ‘Islamic fundamentalism’ possible and a provocative account of the ways in 
which Muslim identities have come to play an increasingly political role throughout the world. This is a 
pioneering, provocative and intricately crafted study, which shows the challenge of Islamism is not only 
geopolitical or even cultural but also epistemological.

Postmodernism, Reason and Religion

Opposing a binary perspective that consolidates ethnicity, religion, and nationalism into separate 
spheres, this book demonstrates that neither nationalism nor religion can be studied in isolation 
in the Middle East. Religious interpretation, like other systems of meaning-production, is affected 
by its historical and political contexts, and the processes of interpretation and religious translation 
bleed into the institutional discourses and processes of nation-building. This book calls into question 
the foundational epistemologies of the nation-state by centering on the pivotal and intimate role 
Islam played in the emergence of the nation-state, showing the entanglements and reciprocities of 
nationalism and religious thought as they played out in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century 
Middle East.

Islam, Motor Or Challenge of Modernity

In this compelling book, Rafik Abdessalem unpacks two major lines of thought. Firstly, he examines 
why many Westerners dismiss Islam’s vast intellectual, social, theological and cultural heritage as 
flawed, violent, rigid and fanatical, despite knowing virtually nothing about it. He usefully traces the 
genesis of this attitude, focusing on how scholars such as Weber, Habermas and others have helped 
to consolidate the West’s view of itself as civilised, superior, developed and progressive, and how the 
demonisation of Islam acts as a necessary foil for these notions. Secondly, he explains that Islam is 
subject to a variety of interpretive choices and schools of thought ranging from legalistic fundamen-
talism, through rigid rationalism, to spiritual Sufism. By treating Islam, secularity and modernity as 
distinct and separate, rather than as interconnected and overlapping, Abdessalem makes no attempt 
to reconcile Islam with modernity or secularity, nor does he place one in opposition to the other. Instead, 
he looks at the interconnections between these broad and complex subjects. Abdessalem’s analysis 
is useful in encouraging us to rethink both modernity and Islam, and their relationship with each other. 
In this rethinking lies the potential for a better understanding of the geopolitics of what is often called 
‘the Muslim world’, including the MENA region.

Limits of Islamism

"Is it accurate to equate "fundamentalism" with antimodernism? What explains the growing importance 
of religious activists in world politics? Guns, Gods, and Globalization explores the multifaceted phenom-
enon of religious resurgence, ranging from the Christian right in the United States to ethnonationalist 
movements across North Africa and Asia. The authors' focus on the complex relationship between 
religious revivalism and globalization results in a nuanced study of religious political movements as they 



emerge in the context of rapid socioeconomic change."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided 
by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

A Fundamental Fear

The political context in which historians of India find themselves today, says Sumit Sarkar, is dominated 
by the advance of the Hindu Right and globalized forms of capitalism, while the historian's intellectual 
context is dominated by the marginalization of all varieties of Marxism and an academic shift to cultural 
studies and postmodern critique. In Beyond Nationalist Frames, one of India's foremost contemporary 
historians offers his view of how the craft of history should be practiced in this complex conjuncture. 
In studies of colonial time-keeping, Rabindranath Tagore's fiction, and pre-Independence Bengal, 
Sarkar explores new approaches to the writing of history. Essays on contemporary politics consider the 
implications of the "Hindu Bomb," the rewriting of national history textbooks by Hindu fundamentalists, 
and the issue of conversion to Christianity. Scholars in all the fields touched by recent developments in 
South Asian historiography—anthropology, feminist theory, comparative literature, cultural studies—will 
find this a stimulating and provocative collection of essays, as will anyone interested in Indian politics.

Islam and Competing Nationalisms in the Middle East, 1876-1926

Since the end of the Cold War fundamentalism has been seen as the major threat to world peace and 
prosperity, a concern that was exacerbated by the events of 9/11, and the 'War against Terrorism'. But 
what does 'fundamentalism' really mean? Since it was coined by American Protestant evangelicals in 
the 1920s, the word has expanded its meaning to include radical conservatives or ideological purists 
in many spheres of activity, not all of them religious. Modern applications of fundamentalism include 
Islamist radicals in the Muslim world, the militant Israeli settlers who oppose them as well as Sikh, 
Hindu and even Buddhist nationalists who seek to justify their political agendas by reference to divine 
edicts or religious tradition. This exciting new book tackles the polemic and stereotypes surrounding 
this fascinating subject.

Islam and Modernity

Gods, Guns, and Globalization
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