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The Woman In The Muslin Mask Veiling And Identity In 
Postcolonial Literature
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This exploration delves into the profound symbolism of the 'muslin mask' and the act of 'veiling' 
within postcolonial literature, examining their crucial role in shaping, concealing, and revealing the 
multifaceted dimensions of identity. It investigates how these elements reflect themes of resistance, 
cultural hybridity, and the complex search for self-definition in a post-colonial world, offering a critical 
analysis of representation and power dynamics.
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The Woman In The Muslin Mask

Explores the contested role of ‘veiling’ over last 150 years, seen both in terms of oppression and 
resistance in literature.

The Woman in the Muslin Mask

Examining late twentieth-century autobiographical writing by Arab women novelists, poets, and artists, 
this essay collection explores the ways in which Arab women have portrayed and created their identities 
within differing social environments. The collection goes well beyond dismantling standard notions of 
Arab female subservience, exploring the many ways Arab women writers have learned to speak to 
each other, to their readers, and to the world at large. Drawing from a rich body of literature, the essays 
attest to the surprisingly lively and committed roles Arab women play in varied geographic regions, at 
home and abroad. These recent writings assess how the interplay between individual, private, ethnic 
identity and the collective, public, global world of politics has impacted Arab women’s rights.

Arab Women's Lives Retold

The present volume contains general essays on: unequal African/Western academic exchange; the 
state and structure of postcolonial studies; representing male violence in Zimbabwe¿s wars; parihaka 
in the poetic imagination of Aotearoa New Zealand; Middle Eastern, Nigerian, Moroccan, and diasporic 
Indian women¿s writing; community in post-Independence Maltese poetry in English; key novels of 
the Portuguese colonies; the TV series The Kumars at No. 42; fictional representations of India; the 
North in western Canadian writing; and a pedagogy of African-Canadian literature. As well as these, 
there is a selection of poems from Malta by Daniel Massa, Adrian Grima, Norbert Bugeja, Immanuel 
Mifsud, and Maria Grech Ganado, and essays providing close readings of works by the following 
authors and filmmakers: Thea Astley, George Elliott Clarke, Alan Duff, Francis Ebejer, Lorena Gale, 
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Romesh Gunesekera, Sahar Khal+fah, Anthony Minghella, Michael Ondaatje, Caryl Phillips, Edgar Allan 
Poe, Salman Rushdie, Gh�dah al-Samm�n, Meera Syal, Lee Tamahori. Contributors: Leila Abouzeid, 
Hoda Barakat, Amrit Biswas, Thomas Bonnici, Stella Borg Barthet, Ivan Callus, Devon Campbell¿Hall, 
Saviour Catania, George Elliott Clarke, Brian Crow, Pilar Cuder¿Domínguez, Bärbel Czennia, Hilary 
P. Dannenberg, Pauline Dodgson¿Katiyo, Bernadette Falzon, Daphne Grace, Adrian Grima, Kifah 
Hanna, Janne Korkka, T. Vijay Kumar, Chantal Kwast¿Greff, Maureen Lynch Pèrcopo, Kevin Stephen 
Magri, Isabel Moutinho, Melanie A. Murray, Taiwo Oloruntoba¿Oju, Gerhard Stilz, Jesús Varela Zapata, 
Christine Vogt¿William. Stella Borg Barthet is Senior Lecturer in the Department of English at the 
University of Malta. She is the author of papers and book chapters, mostly on Maltese, Australian, and 
African fiction. Her current research interests include North African and African-American writing.

Shared Waters

This groundbreaking book analyzes a wide range of literary and visual texts, many of which have not 
received treatment elsewhere, and promotes an emergent canon of women's writing and film.

Arab, Muslim, Woman

This work examines the work of a group of African women writers who have emerged over the last forty 
years. While figures such as Chinua Achebe, Ben Okri and Wole Soyinka are likely to be the chief focus 
of discussions of African writing, female authors have been at the forefront of fictional interrogations of 
identity formation and history. In the work of authors such as Mariama Bâ (Senegal), Buchi Emecheta 
(Nigeria), Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (Nigeria), Tsitsi Dangarembga (Zimbabwe), and Leila Aboulela 
(Sudan), there is a clear attempt to subvert the tradition of male writing where the female characters are 
often relegated to the margins of the culture, and confined to the domestic, private sphere. This body of 
work has already generated a significant number of critical responses, including readings that draw on 
gender politics and colonialism, but it is still very much a minor literature, and most mainstream western 
feminism has not sufficiently processed it. The purpose of this book is three-fold. First, it draws together 
some of the most important and influential African women writers of the post-war period and looks at 
their work, separately and together, in terms of a series of themes and issues, including marriage, 
family, polygamy, religion, childhood, and education. Second, it demonstrates how African literature 
produced by women writers is explicitly and polemically engaged with urgent political issues that have 
both local and global resonance: the veil, Islamophobia and a distinctively African brand of feminist 
critique. Third, it revisits Fredric Jameson’s claim that all third-world texts are “national allegories” and 
considers these novels by African women in relation to Jameson’s claim, arguing that their work has 
complicated Jameson’s assumptions.

Postcolonial Literature

Drawing upon law, politics, sociology, and gender studies, this volume explores the ways in which 
the Muslim body is stereotyped, interrogated, appropriated and demonized in Western societies and 
subject to counter-terror legislation and the suspension of human rights. The author examines the 
intense scrutiny of Muslim women’s dress and appearance, and their experience of hate crimes, as well 
as how Muslim men’s bodies are emasculated, effeminized and subjected to torture. Chapters explore 
a range of issues including Western legislation and foreign policy against the ‘Other’, orientalism, 
Islamophobia, masculinity, the intersection of gender with nationalism and questions about diversity, 
inclusion, religious freedom, citizenship and identity. This text will be of interest to scholars and 
students across a range of disciplines, including sociology, gender studies, law, politics, cultural studies, 
international relations, and human rights.

African Women Writers and the Politics of Gender

Islam, like the West, is not a homogenous monolith. However, Islam is most commonly represented 
in the West in terms of suicide bombing, suppressed and veiled women, and internal and external 
conflict. These depictions of Islam suggest that the relationship between Islam and the West is, and 
has always been, one of hostility and hatred. However, this collection locates threads of connection 
and 'love' between Islam and the West, and argues that it is important to bring them to the forefront i ...

The Political Appropriation of the Muslim Body



The first book to situate the Saudi woman in a broader cultural context, this text explores a variety 
of themes, historical developments, and social taboos. It also investigates a wide range of writing by 
Saudi women, beginning with the first attempt by a woman to write for the public in the middle of the 
twentieth century up to the peak of the Saudi woman’s literary production in this millennium. It is also 
concerned with the Saudi woman’s social, economic, and religious contributions, making it possible 
for the reader to gain a more comprehensive understanding of the reality of Saudi women through 
studying and connecting the Saudi woman’s past with her present. As such, this book represents a 
major contribution to the study of women in the Middle East, and offers a unique contrast between 
fictional presentation and lived experience.

Islam and the West

This book examines the position of women in the contemporary Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) region. Although it is culturally diverse, this region shares many commonalities with relation 
to women that are strong, deep, and pervasive: a space-based patriarchy, a culturally strong sense 
of religion, a smooth co-existence of tradition and modernity, a transitional stage in development, 
and multilingualism/multiculturalism. Experts from within the region and from outside provide both 
theoretical angles and case studies, drawing on fieldwork from Egypt, Oman, Palestine, Israel, Turkey, 
Iran, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, and Spain. Addressing the historical, socio-cultural, political, economic, 
and legal issues in the region, the chapters cover five major aspects of women’s agency: political 
agency civil society activism legal reform cultural and social agencies religious and symbolic agencies. 
Bringing to light often marginalized topics and issues, the book underlines the importance of respecting 
specificities when judging societies and hints at possible ways of promoting the MENA region. As such, 
it is a valuable addition to existing literature in the field of political science, sociology, and women’s 
studies.

Modern Woman in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

This book engages with contemporary Arab women writers from Egypt, Palestine, Lebanon and Algeria. 
In spite of Edward Said’s groundbreaking reappraisal of the uneven relationship between the West and 
the Arab world in Orientalism, there has been little postcolonial criticism of Arab writing. Anastasia 
Valassopoulos raises the profile of Arab women writers by examining how they negotiate contexts and 
experiences that have come to be identified with postcoloniality such as the preoccupation with Western 
feminism, political conflict and war, the social effects of non-conformity and female empowerment, 
and the negotiation of influential cultural discourses such as orientalism. Contemporary Arab Women 
Writers revitalizes theoretical concepts associated with feminism, gender studies and cultural studies, 
and explores how art history, popular culture, translation studies, psychoanalysis and news media all 
offer productive ways to associate with Arab women’s writing that work beyond a limiting socio-historical 
context. Discussing the writings of authors including Ahdaf Soueif, Nawal El Saadawi, Leila Sebbar, 
Liana Badr and Hanan Al-Shaykh, this book represents a new direction in postcolonial literary criticism 
that transcends constrictive monothematic approaches.

Women in the Middle East and North Africa

Literary, cinematic and media representations of the disputed category of the ‘South Asian Muslim’ have 
undergone substantial change in the last few decades and particularly since the events of September 
11, 2001. Here we find the first book-length critical analysis of these representations of Muslims from 
South Asia and its diaspora in literature, the media, culture and cinema. Contributors contextualize 
these depictions against the burgeoning post-9/11 artistic interest in Islam, and also against cultural 
responses to earlier crises on the subcontinent such as Partition (1947), the 1971 Indo-Pakistan war 
and secession of Bangladesh, the 1992 Ayodhya riots , the 2002 Gujarat genocide and the Kashmir 
conflict. Offering a comparative approach, the book explores connections between artists’ generic 
experimentalism and their interpretations of life as Muslims in South Asia and its diaspora, exploring 
literary and popular fiction, memoir, poetry, news media, and film. The collection highlights the diversity 
of representations of Muslims and the range of approaches to questions of Muslim religious and cultural 
identity, as well as secular discourse. Essays by leading scholars in the field highlight the significant 
role that literature, film, and other cultural products such as music can play in opening up space for 
complex reflections on Muslim identities and cultures, and how such imaginative cultural forms can 
enable us to rethink secularism and religion. Surveying a broad range of up-to-date writing and cultural 
production, this concise and pioneering critical analysis of representations of South Asian Muslims 



will be of interest to students and academics of a variety of subjects including Asian Studies, Literary 
Studies, Media Studies, Women’s Studies, Contemporary Politics, Migration History, Film studies, and 
Cultural Studies.

Contemporary Arab Women Writers

Time, Consciousness and Writing collects some of Peter Malekin’s essential writings on conscious-
ness, theatre and literature, and eleven critical reflections on this body of work and its implications for 
the humanities.

Imagining Muslims in South Asia and the Diaspora

This book deals directly with issues of consciousness within works of postcolonial and diasporic writers. 
It discusses fiction, autobiography and theory to re-formulate a “writing of consciousness”, addressing 
contemporary cultural theory related to a wide range of dynamic writers and ground-breaking novels. A 
critical analysis of literature contextualises consciousness (understood here as the source of language 
and human creativity), and explores ways in which consciousness is involved in the creative process. 
Tackling the controversial nature of consciousness itself, the book argues that consciousness must 
be understood in its philosophical and social contexts. The idea of relocating consciousness calls for a 
new aesthetics and ethics of living in the diasporic world where we are all to some extent “migrant”. The 
book explores notions of consciousness as alternative narrative structures to society, while expanding 
contemporary postcolonial theory beyond the limited dimension of power-based-on-violence to a more 
visionary exploration of experience based on consciousness as unity-in-diversity. Themes explored 
include sacred experience as empowerment; trauma, terror and the impact of consciousness; cos-
mopolitanism and globalisation; and the literature of human survival. Written in a lively and accessible 
manner the book will appeal to all readers who enjoy being on the cutting-edge of contemporary world 
literature.

Time, Consciousness and Writing

The essays collected in this volume were initially presented at the Fourth International Conference on 
Consciousness, Theatre, Literature and the Arts, held at the University of Lincoln, May 28–30, 2011. 
The conference was organised on the basis of the success of its predecessors in 2005, 2007 and 2009, 
and on the basis of the success of the Rodopi book series Consciousness, Literature and the Arts, 
which has to date seen thirty volumes in print, with another twelve in press or in the process of being 
written. The 2011 conference and the book series highlight the continuing growth of interest within the 
interdisciplinary field of consciousness studies, and in the distinct disciplines of theatre studies, literary 
studies, film studies, fine arts and music in the relationship between the object of these disciplines and 
human consciousness. Fifty-five delegates from twenty-eight countries across the world attended the 
May 2011 conference in Lincoln; their range of disciplines and approaches is reflected well in this book.

Relocating Consciousness

This is the first book in any language about the writing of women in Iran. For centuries any sense 
that there could be a literary tradition among women was suppressed. Since the middle of the 19th 
century, however, a number a of pioneering women have defied the traditional order to produce poetry 
and novels of the highest quality; but many of them have paid for their courage with accusations of 
immorality, promiscuity, heresy and even lunacy.

Consciousness, Theatre, Literature and the Arts 2011

This volume marks an exhilarating tour through the mesmerizing and labyrinthine fictional world of the 
Nobel Prize-winning Turkish author Orhan Pamuk. Despite being ranked alongside Marquez, Cortazar, 
Calvino, Borges and Eco, Pamuk is yet to receive due critical attention in the Anglophone world, where 
he has millions of readers. This book takes the reader on a fascinating ride through Pamuk’s novels from 
The Silent House, written in the early Eighties, to the recently published The Red Haired Woman. The 
nine novels that form the focus of this study straddle a period of more than three decades that witnessed 
the emergence of Pamuk as Turkey’s foremost novelist and a master fabulist. The book details the 
chemistry of the thematics and architectonics of Pamuk’s craft in a style shorn of dry pedantry and 
jargon trotting. Examining the intricate pattern of his creative topography in the light of theories ranging 



from psychoanalysis to spectral criticism, it represents a timely and illuminating contribution to the 
study of contemporary fiction.

Veils and Words

Salman Rushdie's writing is engaged with translation in many ways: translator-figures tell and retell 
stories in his novels, while acts of translation are catalysts for climactic events. Covering his major 
novels as well as his often-neglected short stories and writing for children, Salman Rushdie and 
Translation explores the role of translation in Rushdie's work. In this book, Jenni Ramone draws on 
contemporary translation theory to analyse the part translation plays in Rushdie's appropriation of 
historical and contemporary Indian narratives of independence and migration.

Orhan Pamuk and the Poetics of Fiction

Provides a listing available of books, articles, and book reviews concerned with French literature 
since 1885. This work is a reference source in the study of modern French literature and culture. 
The bibliography is divided into three major divisions: general studies, author subjects (arranged 
alphabetically), and cinema.

Salman Rushdie and Translation

This original collection demonstrates the importance of sporting practices, spaces and leisure affil-
iations to understanding issues around identity, (post-) migration, diaspora and transnationialism for 
global South Asian populations. The chapters provide a critical (re-) examination of the roles that sport 
plays within and in relation to South Asian groups in the diaspora, and raises a series of pertinent 
questions regarding the multifarious relationships between sport and South Asianness. The chapters 
range across a wide variety of disciplines, regions, sports and identifications. They are in conversation 
with each other while showing the particularity of each diasporic context and relationship to sport. The 
book encompasses a number of global contexts from the "homeland" (India, Pakistan, Afghanistan) 
to the diaspora (Fiji, Norway, the US, the UK), and addresses a broad range of sporting contexts, 
including basketball, boxing, cricket, cycling, field hockey, soccer and golf. The chapters combine 
a range of qualitative methods, including ethnography, auto-ethnography, participant observation, 
memoir, interview and textual analysis (film, television and print media). This collection comprises the 
latest cutting edge research in the field, and will be essential reading for scholars and students both of 
sport and South Asian diasporas. This book was published as a special issue of South Asian Popular 
Culture.

French XX Bibliography

Literary fiction has always provided an outlet for social and political critique. In the writing of key 
North African women authors, the dissection of Maghrebi society is at the very heart of the narratives. 
Here, Abdelkader Cheref charts the rise of postcolonial literature written by women from the Maghreb, 
and provides the first comparative analysis of three of the region's most prominent contemporary 
authors: Assia Djeba (Algeria), Leila Abouzeid (Morocco) and Souad Guellouz (Tunisia). These writers 
are united in their depictions of a post-independence socio-political malaise in the Maghreb; their 
explorations of marginalised women's voices; and, their own quests for their voices to be heard 
beyond the rigid constraints of patriarchy. This book is essential comparative reading for students 
and researchers wishing to understand the connections between literature, history and culture in 
postcolonial North Africa.

Sport and South Asian Diasporas

Religion is living culture. It continues to play a role in shaping political ideologies, institutional practices, 
communities of interest, ways of life and social identities. Mediating Faiths brings together scholars 
working across a range of fields, including cultural studies, media, sociology, anthropology, cultural 
theory and religious studies, in order to facilitate greater understanding of recent transformations. 
Contributors illustrate how religion continues to be responsive to the very latest social and cultural 
developments in the environments in which it exists. They raise fundamental questions concerning 
new media and religious expression, religious youth cultures, the links between spirituality, personal 
development and consumer culture, and contemporary intersections of religion, identity and politics. 



Together the chapters demonstrate how belief in the superempirical is negotiated relative to secular 
concerns in the twenty-first century.

Gender and Identity in North Africa

Provides students and researchers with a much-needed, comprehensive resource on the subject of 
colonialism and expansion. From a global perspective, the set traces many facets of colonial growth 
and imperialism, and much more.

Mediating Faiths

Veiling in Fashion enters the worlds of women who wear the hijab, both as an aspect of their religious 
observance and community belonging, and as a fashion statement, drawing upon global Islamic fashion 
history. The book uses rich ethnographic investigation of everyday veiling practices among Muslim 
women in the city of Helsinki as a lens through which to reflect on and advance understanding of matters 
concerning Muslim dress in international Muslim minority contexts. The book provides an innovative 
approach to studying veiling by connecting varied realms of practice, demonstrating how domains as 
apparently separate as fashion, materiality, city spaces, private life, religious beliefs, and cosmopolitan 
social conditions are all tightly bound up together in ways that only a sensitive multi-disciplinary 
approach can reveal. It will appeal to scholars and students in fashion, gender, religion, material 
cultures, and the construction of space.

Encyclopedia of Western Colonialism Since 1450

In this accessible combination of post-colonial theory, feminism and pedagogy, the author advocates 
using subversive and contemporary artistic representations of women to remodel traditional stereo-
types in education. It is in this key sector that values and norms are molded and prejudice kept at bay, 
yet the legacy of colonialism continues to pervade official education received in classrooms as well 
as ‘unofficial’ education ingested via popular culture and the media. The result is a variety of distorted 
images of women and gender in which women appear as two-dimensional stereotypes. The text ana-
lyzes both current and historical colonial representations of women in a pedagogical context. In doing 
so, it seeks to recast our conception of what ‘difference’ is, challenging historical, patriarchal gender 
relations with their stereotypical representations that continue to marginalize minority populations in 
the first world and billions of women elsewhere. These distorted images, the book argues, can be 
subverted using the semiology provided by postcolonialism and transnational feminism and the work of 
contemporary artists who rethink and recontextualize the visual codes of colonialism. These resistive 
images, created by women who challenge and subvert patriarchal modes of representation, can be 
used to create educational environments that provide an alternative view of women of non-western 
origin.

Veiling in Fashion

The purpose of this volume is twofold: to introduce readers to the study of cultural memory and identity 
in relation to the Hebrew Bible, and to set up strategies for connecting studies of the historical contexts 
and literature of the Bible to parallel issues in the present day. The volume questions how we can 
better understand the divide between insider and outsider and the powerful impact of prejudice as a 
basis for preserving differences between "us" and "them"? In turn the contributors question how such 
frameworks shape a community's self-perception, its economics and politics. Guided by the general 
framework of Anderson's theory of nationalism and the outsider, such issues are explored in related 
ways throughout each of the contributions. Each contribution focuses on social, economic, or political 
issues that have significantly shaped or influenced dominant elements of cultural memory and the 
construction of identity in the biblical texts. Together the contributions present a larger proposal: the 
broad contours of memory and identity in the Bible are the products of a collective desire to reshape 
the social-political world.

Postcolonial Representations of Women

Entries discuss the impact gender has had on cultural beliefs and practices, social and economic 
organizations, and individual lives.

Imagined Worlds and Constructed Differences in the Hebrew Bible



Passionate allegiances to competing theoretical camps have stifled dialogue among today's literary 
critics, asserts Françoise Lionnet. Discussing a number of postcolonial narratives by women from a 
variety of ethnic and cultural backgrounds, she offers a comparative feminist approach that can provide 
common ground for debates on such issues as multiculturalism, universalism, and relativism. Lionnet 
uses the concept of métissage, or cultural mixing, in her readings of a rich array of Francophone and 
Anglophone texts—by Michelle Cliff from Jamaica, Suzanne Dracius-Pinalie from Martinique, Ananda 
Devi from Mauritius, Maryse Conde and Myriam Warner-Vieyra from Guadeloupe, Gayl Jones from 
the United States, Bessie Head from Botswana, Nawal El Saadawi from Egypt, and Leila Sebbar from 
Algeria and France. Focusing on themes of exile and displacement and on narrative treatments of 
culturally sanctioned excision, polygamy, and murder, Lionnet examines the psychological and social 
mechanisms that allow individuals to negotiate conflicting cultural influences. In her view, these writers 
reject the opposition between self and other and base their self-portrayals on a métissage of forms and 
influences. Lionnet's perspective has much to offer critics and theorists, whether they are interested in 
First or Third World contexts, American or French critical perspectives, essentialist or poststructuralist 
epistemologies.

Encyclopedia of Gender and Society

This book is the first book-length study to explore the sartorial politics of identity in the literature of the 
South Asian diaspora in Britain. Using fashion and dress as the main focus of analysis, and linking 
them with a myriad of identity concerns, the book takes the reader on a journey from the eighteenth 
century to the new millennium, from early travel account by South Asian writers to contemporary 
British-Asian fictions. Besides sartorial readings of other key authors and texts, the book provides an 
in-depth exploration of Kamala Markandaya’s The Nowhere Man (1972), Hanif Kureishi’s The Buddha 
of Suburbia (1990), Meera Syal’s Life Isn’t All Ha Ha Hee Hee (1999) and Monica Ali’s Brick Lane 
(2003).This work examines what an analysis of dress contributes to the interpretation of the featured 
texts, their contexts and identity politics, but it also considers what literature has added to past and 
present discussions on the South Asian dressed body in Br itain. Endowed with an interdisciplinary 
emphasis, the book is of interest to students and academics in a variety of fields, including literary 
criticism, socio-cultural studies and fashion theory.

Postcolonial Representations

The experiences of ethnic ‘Other’ females have – until recently – been widely overlooked in the study 
of sport. There continues to be a need to produce critical scholarship about ethnic 'Other' girls and 
women in sport and physical culture, in order to represent their complex, multifarious and dynamic 
lived realities. This international collection of critical essays provides compelling insight into the lived 
realities of ethnic ‘Other’ females in sport. Throughout the book, contributors either draw on the political 
consciousnesses of ‘Other’ feminisms, or privilege the voices of ethnic 'Other' girls and women so as 
to broaden, diversify and advance critical thinking pertaining to ethnic ‘Other’ females in sport and 
physical culture. The purpose of the collection is both to produce knowledge and privilege otherwise 
subjugated knowledges, which individually and collectively present counter-narratives that better speak 
to the lived realities of racially oppressed groups of women and girls. Race, Gender and Sport: The 
Politics of Ethnic 'Other' Girls and Women is important reading for all students and scholars with an 
interest in the sociology of sport, gender studies, or race and ethnicity studies.

Fashion, Dress and Identity in South Asian Diaspora Narratives

Thinking through anti, post, and decolonial theories, this book examines, analyses, and conceptualises 
'visibly Muslim' Lebanese women's lived experiences of discrimination, assault, wounding, and erasure. 
Based on in-depth research alongside over 100 Sunni and Shia participant between 2017 and 2019 
it situates these experiences at the intersection of the local and the global and argues for their 
conceptualisation as a form of structural and lived anti-Muslim racism. In doing this, it discusses the 
convergences and divergences of anti-Muslim racism in Lebanon with anti-Muslim racism in other parts 
of both the global north and the global south. It examines the production of this racialisation as well as 
its workings across spheres of public, private, work, and state – including an analysis of internalised 
self-hate. It further explores various forms of resistance and negotiation and the contemporary possibili-
ties and impossibilities of working beyond the epistemic framework of Eurocentric modernity. As the first 
in-depth and extensive study of anti-Muslim racism within Muslim-majority and Arab-majority spaces, 



it offers an urgent and timely redress to multiple gaps and biases in the study of the Muslim-majority 
and Arab-majority worlds as well as racialisation broadly and Islamophobia specifically.

Race, Gender and Sport

Strategies of Representation in Auto/biography investigates how selves are represented and recon-
structed in selected auto/biographical readings from African literary discourse. It examines how such 
representations confirm, validate, interrogate and pervade conversations with issues of identity, nation 
and history. In addition to providing an overview of the multidimensionality of auto/biography, the 
book also introduces readers to various ways of reading and analysing auto/biographical writings and 
develops specific perspectives on the genre and views inherently expressed through the re-imagined, 
re-membered and re-constructed self that speaks through the pages of autobiographical scripting. 
The focus on auto/biographical writings from southern Africa, specifically South Africa and Zimbabwe, 
offers a fresh reading of the work of significant figures in the political, economic and sociological 
spheres of these nation states. This collection shows that auto/biography may be more than simply 
the representation of an individual life, and that the socio-cultural memory of a people is a core aspect 
influencing individual self-representation.

Islamophobia and Lebanon

Writing in response to war and national crisis, al-Samm?n, Khal?feh, Barak?t, and others introduced 
into the Arabic literary canon aesthetic forms capable of carrying Levantine women's experiences. By 
assessing their feminism in such a way, this book aims to revive a critical emphasis on aesthetics in 
Arab women's writing.

Strategies of Representation in Auto/biography

Winner of the Booker Prize as best novel of the year in 1983, Heat and Dust was also made into a major 
motion picture starring Julie Christie, now regarded by many as a classic.

Feminism and Avant-Garde Aesthetics in the Levantine Novel

What is nationalism and how can we study it from a historical perspective? Writing the History of 
Nationalism answers this question by examining eleven historical approaches to nationalism studies 
in theory and practice. An impressive cast of contributors cover the history of nationalism from a wide 
range of thematic approaches, from traditional modernist and Marxist perspectives to more recent 
debates around gender. postcolonialism and the global turn in history writing. This book is essential 
reading for undergraduate students of history, politics and sociology wanting to understand the complex 
yet fascinating history of nationalism.

Heat and Dust

Over the last few decades and from across a spectrum of centrist political thought, a variety of academic 
disciplines, and numerous public intellectuals, the claim has been that we need to empathize more with 
marginalized people as a way to alleviate social inequalities. If we all had more skill with empathy, so the 
claim goes, we would all be better citizens. But what does it mean to empathize with others? How do we 
develop this skill? And what does it offer that older models of solidarity don't? Why empathy-and why 
now? Rereading Empathy takes up these questions, examining the uses to which calls for empathy are 
put in the face of ever expanding economic and social precarity. The contributors draw on a variety of 
historical and contemporary literary and cultural archives to illustrate the work that empathy is supposed 
to enable-and to query alternative models of building collective futures.

Tulsa Studies in Women's Literature

Since the second half of the twentieth century, there has been a commitment on the part of women 
writers and scholars to revise and rewrite the history and culture of colonial and post-colonial women. 
This collection intends to enter a forum of discussion in which the colonial past serves as a point 
of reference for the analysis of contemporary issues. This volume will examine topics of women’s 
identities and bodies through literary representations and historical accounts. In other words, the aim 
is to reconstruct women’s identities through the representations of their bodies in literature and to 
analyse women’s bodies historically as sites of abuse, discrimination and violence on the one hand, 
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Rereading Empathy

Women’s Identities and Bodies in Colonial and Postcolonial History and Literature

Creating Postcolonial Literature

Postcolonial literature is the literature by people from formerly colonized countries, originating from all 
continents except Antarctica. Postcolonial... 96 KB (11,702 words) - 13:47, 11 March 2024
Postcolonialism (also post-colonial theory) is the critical academic study of the cultural, political and 
economic legacy of colonialism and imperialism... 86 KB (10,484 words) - 11:12, 14 March 2024
Postcolonial feminism is a form of feminism that developed as a response to feminism focusing solely 
on the experiences of women in Western cultures and... 44 KB (5,544 words) - 23:38, 26 December 
2023
Writes Back: Theory and Practice in Post-Colonial Literatures is a 1989 non-fiction book on postcolo-
nialism, penned by Bill Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths and... 34 KB (4,139 words) - 09:12, 18 January 2024
In postcolonial studies and in critical theory, the term subaltern designates and identifies the colonial 
populations who are socially, politically, and... 20 KB (2,574 words) - 15:56, 19 March 2024
Postcolonial international relations (Postcolonial IR) is a branch of scholarship that approaches the 
study of international relations (IR) using the critical... 82 KB (9,754 words) - 04:09, 2 November 2023
during the Nazi period. Migrant literature and postcolonial literature show some considerable overlap. 
Migrant literature focuses on the social contexts... 12 KB (1,348 words) - 01:28, 6 January 2024
Literature is any collection of written work, but it is also used more narrowly for writings specifically 
considered to be an art form, especially prose... 90 KB (9,106 words) - 15:59, 16 March 2024
works may be classified under the genre of postcolonial literature, the repertoire of Indian English 
literature encompasses a wide variety of themes and... 23 KB (3,259 words) - 18:34, 16 March 2024
to Asian, Latin American and African literatures. Non-western writers, in particular in Postcolonial 
literature, have been at the forefront of literary... 69 KB (7,965 words) - 14:37, 20 March 2024
JSTOR 30227377 Davis, Caroline (2013), "Editing Three Crowns", Creating Postcolonial Literature: 
African Writers and British Publishers, Palgrave Macmillan... 2 KB (139 words) - 09:24, 10 April 2022
French literature (French: littérature française) generally speaking, is literature written in the French 
language, particularly by citizens of France;... 22 KB (2,166 words) - 16:54, 28 December 2023
Children's literature or juvenile literature includes stories, books, magazines, and poems that are 
created for children. Modern children's literature is classified... 149 KB (16,550 words) - 15:36, 13 
March 2024
Nations § Literature Postcolonial literature American literature Australian literature Canadian literature 
Caribbean literature Ghanaian literature Hong Kong... 144 KB (17,634 words) - 21:08, 9 March 2024
cultures and continents". He is Emeritus Professor of English and Postcolonial Literatures at the 
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Migrations, Arts and Postcoloniality in the Mediterranean

This book is focused on the transcultural memory of the Mediterranean region and the different ways it 
is articulated by contemporary art practices and museum projects linked to migrations, exile, diaspora 
and transnationality. The artistic and curatorial examples analysed in this study articulate a critical 
relationship between the cultural representations and the sense of heritage, property and belonging, 
offering the opportunity of a more problematic and stimulating vision of the preservation of the European 
arts, traditions and histories. Artists and projects examined include the project Porto M in Lampedusa, 
Zineb Sedira, Ursula Biemann, Lara Baladi, Mona Hatoum, Emily Jacir, Kader Attia and Walid Raad.

Mediterranean ARTivism

This book is an interdisciplinary study aimed at re-imagining and re-routing contemporary migra-
tions in the Mediterranean. Drawing from visual arts, citizenship studies, film, media and cultural 
studies, along with postcolonial, border, and decolonial discourses, and examining the issues from 
within a human rights framework, the book investigates how works of cultural production can offer a 
more complex and humane understanding of mobility in the Mediterranean beyond representations 
of illegality and/or crisis. Elvira Pulitano centers the discourse of cultural production around the 
island of Lampedusa but expands the island geography to include a digital multi-media project, a 
social enterprise in Palermo, Sicily, and overall reflections on race, identity, and belonging inspired 
by Toni Morrison’s guest-curated Louvre exhibit The Foreigner’s Home. Responding to recent calls 
for alternative methodologies in thinking the modern Mediterranean, Pulitano disseminates a fluid 
archive of contemporary migrations reverberating with ancestral sounds and voices from the African 
diaspora along a Mediterranean-TransAtlantic map. Adding to the recent proliferation of social science 
scholarship that has drawn attention to the role of artistic practice in migration studies, the book features 



human stories of endurance and survival aimed at enhancing knowledge and social justice beyond 
(and notwithstanding) militarized borders and failed EU policies.

Ex-Centric Migrations

“Plunges the reader into a tour de force across radically divergent artistic responses to Mediterranean 
migration.” —Bulletin of Francophone Postcolonial Studies Ex-Centric Migrations examines cinematic, 
literary, and musical representations of migrants and migratory trends in the western Mediterranean. 
Focusing primarily on clandestine sea-crossings, Hakim Abderrezak shows that despite labor and 
linguistic ties with the colonizer, migrants from the Maghreb (Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia) no longer 
systematically target France as a destination, but instead aspire toward other European countries, 
notably Spain and Italy. In addition, the author investigates other migratory patterns that entail the 
repatriation of émigrés. His analysis reveals that the films, novels, and songs of Mediterranean artists 
run contrary to mass media coverage and conservative political discourse, bringing a nuanced vision 
and expert analysis to the sensationalism and biased reportage of such events as the Mediterranean 
maritime tragedies. “Ex-Centric Migrations is crucial reading for scholars and students of contemporary 
Maghrebi, French, and Spanish literatures and cultures. It breaks new ground by encompassing the 
literature, film, and music of ‘return migration’ and examining the trajectories of Maghrebi migration 
outside France.” —H-France “Hakim Abderrezak convincingly illustrates how politically committed 
artistic practices serve to humanize the challenges of human migration, and in the process dramatically 
improves our understanding of the complex cultural, economic, political, and social realities that 
shape 21st-century existence.” —Dominic Thomas, author of Africa and France: Postcolonial Cultures, 
Migration, and Racism

Migration in the Western Mediterranean

The upheavals of the Arab Spring grabbed the world’s immediate attention, and concern quickly 
grew over their potential aftermath, with the fear that a ‘tidal wave’ of immigrants and refugees 
would ‘flood’ European territory. The Arab Spring has highlighted the Mediterranean as a migration 
region, and new research is now required to bring to light too often neglected mobility patterns and 
border practices that predate and outlast the tumultuous spring of 2011. The edited volume Space, 
Mobility and Borders in the Western Mediterranean tackles these contemporary issues related to 
migration in the Mediterranean region. It brings together high-quality, original academic contributions 
from both empirical and theoretical points of view by scholars from diverse disciplines, who draw 
upon Anglophone, Francophone, Spanish and Italian research. It reexamines borders in the light of 
a now full-blown body of literature that seeks to capture the complexity of their contemporary features 
beyond their most direct visual enactments, in particular the sweeping deployment of policing devices 
and operations along the North/South fault line. Another distinctive binding thread in this book is 
that it emphasizes migrants as active subjects interacting with local events, national policies and the 
bordering process. Offering an examination of the intricate interplay among the events of the Arab 
Spring, migration’s multiple types and actors, and the evolving relationship between migration control 
and borders in the region, this book is an essential resource for students and scholars of migration 
studies, European Union Studies and Mediterranean Studies.

The Migrant's Time

The conditions of alienation and exclusion are inextricably linked to the experience of the migrant. 
This ground-breaking volume explores both the increasing emergence of the theme of migration as 
a dominant subject matter in art as well as the ways in which the varied mobilities of a globalized 
world have radically reshaped art's conditions of production, reception, and display. In a wide-ranging 
selection of essays, fourteen distinguished scholars in the fields of visual studies, art history, literary 
studies, global studies, and art criticism explore the universality of conditions of global migration 
and interdependence, inviting a rethinking of existing perspectives in postcolonial, transnational, and 
diaspora studies, and laying the foundation for empirical and theoretical directions beyond the terms 
of these traditional frameworks.

Migration and the Contemporary Mediterranean

This collection of essays presents a study of migration cultures in the contemporary Mediterranean 
with a particular focus on Italy as a point of migratory convergence and pressure. It investigates 
different experiences of, and responses to, sea crossings, borders and checkpoints, cultural proximity 



and distance, race, ethnicity and memory, along with creative responses to the same. In dialogic and 
complementary interaction, the essays explore violence centring on race as the major determining 
factor. The book further submits that the interrogation of racialized categories represents different kinds 
of critical response and resistance, which involve both political struggle and day-to-day survival and 
coexistence. Following the praxis of cultural and postcolonial studies, the essays focus on the present 
but draw indispensable insight from past connections and heritage as well as offering prognoses for 
the future. The ambitious aim of this collection is to identify some useful lines of thought and action 
that could help us to think outside intricacy, isolation and defensiveness, which characterize most of 
the public official reactions to migration today.

Security and Migrations in the Mediterranean

The post-Cold War period made a new concept of security imperative: it encompasses environmental, 
social, economical, political and military issues. Migration as a civilizational phenomenon, albeit 
transitional, goes across this entire spectrum, particularly in a varied historical milieu as the Euro 
Mediterranean region is. In turn, reforms and changes need to be carried out by South Mediterranean 
states and societies, in order to eliminate some of the obstacles to modernization, creating conditions 
for economic development at home with the help of North Mediterranean countries. Another package 
of reforms in European countries should empower migrants to adopt a more active citizenship and 
become more integrated in the societies where they choose to live. For Khachani, one of the editors of 
the book, a demystification of the question of migratory risk is in order to foster an improved dialogue 
between south Europe countries and North Africa countries. Sending countries are affected by political 
crises, socio-economic instability, and illegal migration from North Africa; receiving countries practice 
discrimination in labour market and social space.

Postmigration

The concept of »postmigration« has recently gained importance in the context of European societies' 
obsession with migration and integration along with emerging new forms of exclusion and nationalisms. 
This book introduces ongoing debates on the developing concept of »postmigration« and how it can be 
applied to arts and culture. While the concept has mainly gained traction in the cultural scene in Berlin, 
Germany, the contributions expand the field of study by attending to cultural expressions in literature, 
theatre, film, and art across various European societies, such as the United Kingdom, France, Finland, 
Denmark, and Germany. By doing so, the contributions highlight this concept's potential and show how 
it can offer new perspectives on transformations caused by migration.

The Migration Conference 2021 Book of Abstracts

This is a compilation of the abstracts of papers presented at the Migration Conference 2021. Please 
visit migrationconference.net for more details.

Languages of Resistance, Transformation, and Futurity in Mediterranean Crisis-Scapes

This collection rethinks crisis in relation to critique through the prism of various declared ‘crises’ in 
the Mediterranean: the refugee crisis, the Eurozone crisis, the Greek debt crisis, the Arab Spring, the 
Palestinian question, and others. With contributions from cultural, literary, film, and migration studies 
and sociology, this book shifts attention from Europe to the Mediterranean as a site not only of 
intersecting crises, but a breeding ground for new cultures of critique, visions of futurity, and radical 
imaginaries shaped through or against frameworks of crisis. If crisis rhetoric today serves populist, 
xenophobic or anti-democratic agendas, can the concept crisis still do the work of critique or partake in 
transformative languages by scholars, artists, and activists? Or should we forge different vocabularies 
to understand present realities? This collection explores alternative mobilizations of crisis and forms of 
art, cinema, literature, and cultural practices across the Mediterranean that disengage from dominant 
crisis narratives. Chapter 1 is available open access under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 
International License via link.springer.com.

Reframing Migration, Diversity and the Arts

This book offers a compelling study of contemporary developments in European migration studies 
and the representation of migration in the arts and cultural institutions. It introduces scholars and 
students to the new concept of ‘postmigration’, offering a review of the origin of the concept (in Berlin) 



and how it has taken on a variety of meanings and works in different ways within different national, 
cultural and disciplinary contexts. The authors explore postmigrant theory in relation to the visual arts, 
theater, film and literature as well as the representation of migration and cultural diversity in cultural 
institutions, offering case studies of postmigrant analyses of contemporary works of art from Europe 
(mainly Denmark, Germany and Great Britain).

Migration in the Mediterranean

Migration in the Mediterranean region is a widely debated and much studied topic. This is due to the 
present refugee crisis, consequences of Arab revolutions, the proximity with emigration and transit 
countries, but also to the involvement of southern European countries and the mass arrival of migrants. 
The management of Border controls, migration, development, human trafficking, human rights and the 
clash or convergence of civilizations has generated a great deal of controversy and media attention. 
Migration in the Mediterranean offers a unique multidisciplinary theoretical and methodological frame-
work, bringing together scholars from different subject areas. This book aims to address the following 
research questions: What are the main characteristics of migration movements in this region? What 
are the most important theoretical challenges? What are the perspectives for the future? This book 
begins with an overview of the economic perspective of the Mediterranean migration model, with a 
particular focus on labour market outcomes of migrants. It then presents the original results of field 
studies on the unintended effects of the EU's external border controls on migration and integration in the 
Euro-Mediterranean region, before addressing the themes of mobility, migration and transnationalism. 
This volume focuses on migration with a multidisciplinary approach, with scholars from various areas 
including sociology, economics, geography, political science and history. This book is well suited for 
those who study international economics, migration and political sociology.

Art for Coexistence

An exploration of how contemporary art reframes and humanizes migration, calling for coexis-
tence—the recognition of the interdependence of beings. In Art for Coexistence, art historian Christine 
Ross examines contemporary art’s response to migration, showing that art invites us to abandon our 
preconceptions about the current “crisis”—to unlearn them—and to see migration more critically, more 
disobediently. We (viewers in Europe and North America) must come to see migration in terms of 
coexistence: the interdependence of beings. The artworks explored by Ross reveal, contest, rethink, 
delink, and relink more reciprocally the interdependencies shaping migration today—connecting cit-
izens-on-the-move from some of the poorest countries and acknowledged citizens of some of the 
wealthiest countries and democracies worldwide. These installations, videos, virtual reality works, 
webcasts, sculptures, graffiti, paintings, photographs, and a rescue boat, by artists including Banksy, 
Ai Weiwei, Alejandro González Iñárritu, Laura Waddington, Tania Bruguera, and others, demonstrate 
art’s power to mediate experiences of migration. Ross argues that art invents a set of interconnected 
calls for more mutual forms of coexistence: to historicize, to become responsible, to empathize, and 
to story-tell. Art history, Ross tells us, must discard the legacy of imperialist museology—which disso-
cializes, dehistoricizes, and depoliticizes art. It must reinvent itself, engaging with political philosophy, 
postcolonial, decolonial, Black, and Indigenous studies, and critical refugee and migrant studies.

The Postcolonial Museum

This book examines how we can conceive of a ’postcolonial museum’ in the contemporary epoch 
of mass migrations, the internet and digital technologies. The authors consider the museum space, 
practices and institutions in the light of repressed histories, sounds, voices, images, memories, bodies, 
expression and cultures. Focusing on the transformation of museums as cultural spaces, rather than 
physical places, is to propose a living archive formed through creation, participation, production and 
innovation. The aim is to propose a critical assessment of the museum in the light of those transcultural 
and global migratory movements that challenge the historical and traditional frames of Occidental 
thought. This involves a search for new strategies and critical approaches in the fields of museum and 
heritage studies which will renew and extend understandings of European citizenship and result in an 
inevitable re-evaluation of the concept of ’modernity’ in a so-called globalised and multicultural world.

Essays in Migratory Aesthetics

This volume addresses the impact of human movement on the aesthetic practices that make up the 
fabric of culture. The essays explore the ways in which cultural activities—ranging from the habitual 



gestures of the body to the production of specific artworks—register the impact of migration, from the 
forced transportation of slaves to the New World and of Jews to the death camps to the economic 
migration of peoples between the West and its erstwhile colonies; from the internal and external exile 
of Palestinians to the free movement of cosmopolitan intellectuals. Rather than focusing exclusively 
on art produced by those identified as migrant subjects, this collection opens up the question of how 
aesthetics itself migrates, transforming not only its own practices and traditions, but also the very nature 
of our being in the world, as subjects producing, as well as produced by, the cultures in which we 
live. The transformative potential of cultures on the move is both affirmed and critiqued throughout the 
collection, as part of an exploration of the ways in which globalisation implicates us ever more tightly 
in the unequal relations of production that characterise late modernity. This collection brings academic 
scholars from a variety of disciplines into conversation with practising visual and verbal artists; indeed, 
many of the essays break down the distinction between artist and academic, suggesting a dynamic 
interchange between critical reflection and creativity.

When Home Won't Let You Stay

Insightful and interdisciplinary, this book considers the movement of people around the world and how 
contemporary artists contribute to our understanding of it In this timely volume, artists and thinkers join 
in conversation around the topic of global migration, examining both its cultural impact and the culture 
of migration itself. Individual voices shed light on the societal transformations related to migration and 
its representation in 21st-century art, offering diverse points of entry into this massive phenomenon 
and its many manifestations. The featured artworks range from painting, sculpture, and photography 
to installation, video, and sound art, and their makers--including Isaac Julien, Richard Mosse, Reena 
Saini Kallat, Yinka Shonibare MBE, and Do Ho Suh, among many others--hail from around the world. 
Texts by experts in political science, Latin American studies, and human rights, as well as contemporary 
art, expand upon the political, economic, and social contexts of migration and its representation. The 
book also includes three conversations in which artists discuss the complexity of making work about 
migration. Amid worldwide tensions surrounding refugee crises and border security, this publication 
provides a nuanced interpretation of the current cultural moment. Intertwining themes of memory, 
home, activism, and more, When Home Won't Let You Stay meditates on how art both shapes and 
is shaped by the public discourse on migration.

Mediterranean Crossings

Through an interdisciplinary analysis of literary, musical, and visual works, this book proposes a cultural 
and historical reconfiguration of the Mediterranean.

The Mediterranean Passage

During the last two decades of the twentieth century, southern Europe became a key destination 
for global migration. Countries which had been important source countries for emigration, mainly to 
northern Europe, quickly became targets for international migrants coming from an extraordinary range 
of source countries. Today, the management of immigration is complex with countries torn between 
the need to satisfy the rules of Schengen and 'fortress Europe' on the one hand, and the economic 
benefits of cheap and flexible labour supplies on the other. This book brings together a variety of 
detailed studies recording the 'cultural encounters' of these migrants. Most of the chapters are based 
on detailed research in locations such as Lisbon, the Algarve, Barcelona, Turin, Bologna, Sicily and 
Athens, as well as in source countries such as Morocco, Tunisia, Albania and the Philippines. What 
emerges is a scenario diverse and rapidly evolving, with cultural encounters which are both enriching 
and depressing, yet always fascinating.

Contact Zones

Since the mid-nineteenth century photography has played a central role in cultural encounters within 
and between migrant communities in the United States. Migrant histories have been mediated through 
the photographic image, and the cultural practices of photography have themselves been transformed 
as migrant communities mobilise the photographic image to navigate experiences of cultural dislocation 
and the forging of new identities. Exploring photographic images and the cultural practices of photog-
raphy as ‘contact zones’ through which cultural exchange and transformation takes place, this volume 
addresses the role of photography in migrant histories in the United States from the mid-nineteenth 
century to today. Taking as its focal point photography’s role in shaping migrant experiences of cultural 



transformation, and how migrant experiences have re-configured culturally differentiated practices of 
photography, case studies on migration from Europe, Central America, and North America position 
photography as entwined with cultural histories of migration and cultural transformation in the United 
States.

Critical and Reflective Intercultural Communication Education

This book provides answers to the following questions: How could visual art support us in reflecting 
about interculturality critically? When we look at, engage with and experience art, what is it that 
we can learn, unlearn and relearn about interculturality? The book adds to the multifaceted and 
multidisciplinary field of intercultural communication education by urging those working on the notion of 
interculturality (researchers, scholars and students) to give art a place in exploring its complexities. No 
knowledge background about art (theory) is needed to work through the chapters. The book helps us 
reflect on ourselves and on our engagement with the world and with others, and learn to ask questions 
about these elements. The authors draw on anthropology, linguistics, philosophy and sociology to enrich 
their discussions of critical interculturality.

Migration into art

This book addresses a topic of increasing importance to artists, art historians and scholars of cultural 
studies, migration studies and international relations: migration as a profoundly transforming force that 
has remodelled artistic and art institutional practices across the world. It explores contemporary art’s 
critical engagement with migration and globalisation as a key source for improving our understanding 
of how these processes transform identities, cultures, institutions and geopolitics. The author explores 
three interwoven issues of enduring interest: identity and belonging, institutional visibility and recogni-
tion of migrant artists, and the interrelations between aesthetics and politics, including the balancing 
of aesthetics, politics and ethics in representations of forced migration.

Mobility and Migration in Film and Moving Image Art

Mobility and Migration in Film and Moving Image Art explores cinematic and artistic representations 
of migration and mobility in Europe from the 1990s to today. Drawing on theories of migrant and 
diasporic cinema, moving-image art, and mobility studies, Bayraktar provides historically situated 
close readings of films, videos, and cinematic installations that concern migratory networks and 
infrastructures across Europe, the Middle East, and Africa. Probing the notion of Europe as a coherent 
entity and a borderless space, this interdisciplinary study investigates the ways in which European 
ideals of mobility and fluidity are deeply enmeshed with forced migration, illegalization, and xenophobia. 
With a specific focus on distinct forms of mobility such as labor migration, postcolonial migration, 
tourism, and refugee mobilities, Bayraktar studies the new counter-hegemonic imaginations invoked 
by the work of filmmakers such as Ay_e Polat, Fatih Akin, Michael Haneke, and Tony Gatlif as well as 
video essays and installations of artists such as Kutlu� Ataman, Ursula Biemann, Ergin Çavu_o�lu, Maria 
Iorio and Raphaël Cuomo. Challenging aesthetic as well as national, cultural, and political boundaries, 
the works central to this book envision Europe as a diverse, inclusive, and unfixed continent that is 
reimagined from many elsewheres well beyond its borders.

Mediterranean Modernism

This book explores how Modernist movements all across the Mediterranean basin differed from those 
of other regions. The chapters show how the political and economic turmoil of a period marked by world 
war, revolution, decolonization, nationalism, and the rapid advance of new technologies compelled 
artists, writers, and other intellectuals to create a new hybrid Mediterranean Modernist aesthetic which 
sought to balance the tensions between local and foreign, tradition and innovation, and colonial and 
postcolonial.

Migrations in the Mediterranean

This open access Regional Reader describes population movement circulating within the Mediter-
ranean area, for any reason or from any region, be them European, African, Asian or originating from 
any of the Mediterranean shores. It showcases a plurality of approaches to and applications of Mediter-
ranean migration, contributing to a regional approach to migration, thereby defending this regional 
approach by scaling Mediterranean migration issues. This book covers a large set of questions related 



to the migration research agenda, such as: market and economy, politics and policies, super-diversity 
and intersectionality, media, society, welfare and the environment through five main parts: Geo-political 
Mediterranean Relations, Governance, Policies and Politics, Mobility drivers and Agency, Cities, History 
and Social Transformations, and Economy and Labour Markets. This Regional Reader provides an 
interesting read to scholars, researchers, but also policy makers and civil society organizations’ high 
representatives, international foundations and institutions interested in linking the Mediterranean and 
migration.

Africa and France

This stimulating and insightful book reveals how increased control over immigration has changed 
cultural and social production in theater, literature, and even museum construction. Dominic Thomas's 
analysis unravels the complex cultural and political realities of long-standing mobility between Africa 
and Europe. Thomas questions the attempt to place strict limits on what it means to be French or 
European and offers a sense of what must happen to bring about a renewed sense of integration and 
global Frenchness.

Mobility and Migration in Film and Moving Image Art

Mobility and Migration in Film and Moving Image Art explores cinematic and artistic representations 
of migration and mobility in Europe from the 1990s to today. Drawing on theories of migrant and 
diasporic cinema, moving-image art, and mobility studies, Bayraktar provides historically situated 
close readings of films, videos, and cinematic installations that concern migratory networks and 
infrastructures across Europe, the Middle East, and Africa. Probing the notion of Europe as a coherent 
entity and a borderless space, this interdisciplinary study investigates the ways in which European 
ideals of mobility and fluidity are deeply enmeshed with forced migration, illegalization, and xenophobia. 
With a specific focus on distinct forms of mobility such as labor migration, postcolonial migration, 
tourism, and refugee mobilities, Bayraktar studies the new counter-hegemonic imaginations invoked 
by the work of filmmakers such as Ay_e Polat, Fatih Akin, Michael Haneke, and Tony Gatlif as well as 
video essays and installations of artists such as Kutlu� Ataman, Ursula Biemann, Ergin Çavu_o�lu, Maria 
Iorio and Raphaël Cuomo. Challenging aesthetic as well as national, cultural, and political boundaries, 
the works central to this book envision Europe as a diverse, inclusive, and unfixed continent that is 
reimagined from many elsewheres well beyond its borders.

Jimmie Durham, Europe, and the Art of Relations

This book investigates Jimmie Durham’s community-building process of making and display in four of 
his projects in Europe: Something ... Perhaps a Fugue or an Elegy (2005); two Neapolitan nativities 
(2016 and ongoing); The Middle Earth (with Maria Thereza Alves, 2018); and God’s Poems, God’s 
Children (2017). Andrea Feeser explores these artworks in the context of ideas about connection 
set forth by writers Ann Lauterbach, Franz Rosenzweig, Pamela Sue Anderson, Vinciane Despret, 
and Hirokazu Miyazaki, among others. Feeser argues that the materials in Durham’s artworks; the 
method of their construction; how Durham writes about his pieces; how they exist with respect to one 
another; and how they address viewers, demonstrate that we can create alongside others a world that 
embraces and sustains what has been diminished. The book will be of interest to scholars working in 
contemporary art, animal studies, new materialism research, and eco-criticism.

Writing Cyprus

Bahriye Kemal's ground-breaking new work serves as the first study of the literatures of Cyprus from a 
postcolonial and partition perspective. Her book explores Anglophone, Hellenophone and Turkophone 
writings from the 1920s to the present. Drawing on Yi-Fu Tuan’s humanistic geography and Henri 
Lefebvre’s Marxist philosophy, Kemal proposes a new interdisciplinary spatial model, at once theoretical 
and empirical, that demonstrates the power of space and place in postcolonial partition cases. The book 
shows the ways that place and space determine identity so as to create identifications; together these 
places, spaces and identifications are always in production. In analysing practices of writing, inventing, 
experiencing, reading, and construction, the book offers a distinct ‘solidarity’ that captures the ‘truth of 
space’ and place for the production of multiple-mutable Cypruses shaped by and for multiple-mutable 
selves, ending in a 'differential’ Cyprus, Mediterranean, and world. Writing Cyprus offers not only a 
nuanced understanding of the actual and active production of colonialism, postcolonialism and partition 



that dismantles the dominant binary legacy of historical-political deadlock discourse, but a fruitful model 
for understanding other sites of conflict and division

Postcolonising the Medieval Image

Postcolonial theories have transformed literary, historical and cultural studies over the past three 
decades. Yet the study of medieval art and visualities has, in general, remained Eurocentric in its canon 
and conservative in its approaches. 'Postcolonising', as the eleven essays in this volume show, entails 
active intervention into the field of medieval art history and visual studies through a theoretical reframing 
of research. This approach poses and elicits new research questions, and tests how concepts current 
in postcolonial studies - such as diaspora and migration, under-represented artistic cultures, accented 
art making, displacement, intercultural versus transcultural, hybridity, presence/absence - can help 
medievalists to reinvigorate the study of art and visuality. Postcolonial concepts are deployed in order to 
redraft the canon of medieval art, thereby seeking to build bridges between medievalist and modernist 
communities of scholars. Among the varied topics explored in the volume are the appropriation of 
Roman iconography by early medieval Scandinavian metalworkers, multilingualism and materiality 
in Anglo-Saxon culture, the circulation and display of Islamic secular ceramics on Pisan churches, 
cultural negotiation by Jewish minorities in Central Europe and the Iberian peninsula, Holy Land maps 
and medieval imaginative geography, and the uses of Thomas Becket in the colonial imaginary of the 
Plantagenet court.

Aesthetic Practices and Politics in Media, Music, and Art

This volume analyzes innovative forms of media and music (art installations, television commercials, 
photography, films, songs, telenovelas) to examine the performance of migration in contemporary 
culture. Though migration studies and media studies are ostensibly different fields, this transnation-
al collection of essays addresses how their interconnection has shaped our understanding of the 
paradigms through which we think about migration, ethnicity, nation, and the transnational. Cultural 
representations intervene in collective beliefs. Art and media clearly influence the ways the experience 
of migration is articulated and recalled, intervening in individual perceptions as well as public policy. To 
understand the connection between migration and diverse media, the authors examine how migration is 
represented in film, television, music, and art, but also how media shape the ways in which host country 
and homeland are imagined. Among the topics considered are new mediated forms for representing 
migration, widening the perspective on the ways these representations may be analyzed; readings 
of enactments of memory in trans- and inter-disciplinary ways; and discussions of globalization and 
transnationalism, inviting us to rethink traditional borders in respect to migration, nation states, as well 
as disciplines.

International Migration in the Euro-Mediterranean Region

This volume offers responses to the view that migration is disruptive of national heritage. It investigates 
the empathy and mediation migratory aesthetics provide, re-evaluates the cultural understanding 
of borders and transnationalism and presents an overview of migration terminology for use by art 
historians and museums.

Art and Migration

Among the world's hotly contested, obsessively controlled, and often dangerous borders, none is 
deadlier than the Mediterranean Sea. Since 2000, at least 25,000 people have lost their lives attempting 
to reach Italy and the rest of Europe, most by drowning in the Mediterranean. Every day, unauthorized 
migrants and refugees bound for Europe put their lives in the hands of maritime smugglers, while 
fishermen, diplomats, priests, bureaucrats, armed forces sailors, and hesitant bystanders waver 
between indifference and intervention—with harrowing results. In Crimes of Peace, Maurizio Albahari 
investigates why the Mediterranean Sea is the world's deadliest border, and what alternatives could 
improve this state of affairs. He also examines the dismal conditions of migrants in transit and the insti-
tutional framework in which they move or are physically confined. Drawing on his intimate knowledge 
of places, people, and European politics, Albahari supplements fieldwork in coastal southern Italy and 
neighboring Mediterranean locales with a meticulous documentary investigation, transforming abstract 
statistics into names and narratives that place the responsibility for the Mediterranean migration crisis 
in the very heart of liberal democracy. Global fault lines are scrutinized: between Europe, Africa, and the 
Middle East; military and humanitarian governance; detention and hospitality; transnational crime and 



statecraft; the universal law of the sea and the thresholds of a globalized yet parochial world. Crimes of 
Peace illuminates crucial questions of sovereignty and rights: for migrants trying to enter Europe along 
the Mediterranean shore, the answers are a matter of life or death.

Crimes of Peace

The book examines in changes in the social, economic and political processes behind the creation 
of mechanisms for the management of people's mobility and cohabitation in the Mediterranean 
region. The approach is historical and comparative. Issues of state control, border economies, urban 
coexistence, heritage and memory are studied.

Borders, Mobilities and Migrations

The Mediterranean Sea is now the deadliest region in the world for migrants. Although the death toll has 
been rising for many years, the EU response remains fragmented and short sighted. Politicians frame 
these migration flows as an unprecedented crisis and emphasize migration control at the EU's external 
boundaries. In this context, At Europe's Edge investigates why the EU prioritizes the fortification of its 
external borders; why migrants nevertheless continue to cross the Mediterranean and to die at sea; and 
how EU member states on the southern periphery respond to their new role as migration gatekeepers. 
The book addresses these questions by examining the relationship between the EU and Malta, a small 
state with an outsized role in migration politics as EU policies place it at the crosshairs of migration 
flows and controls. The chapters combine ethnographic methods with macro-level analyses to weave 
together policymaker, practitioner, and migrant experiences, and demonstrate how the Mediterranean 
is an important space for the contested construction of 'Europe'. This book provides rich insight into 
the unexpected level of influence Malta exerts on EU migration governance, as well as the critical role 
migrants and their clandestine journeys play in animating EU and Maltese migration policies, driving 
international relations, and producing Malta's political power. By centring on the margins, the book 
pushes the boundaries of our knowledge of the global politics of migration, asylum, and border security.

At Europe's Edge

Confronting questions of globalization, mobilities and space in the Mediterranean, and more specifically 
in the eastern Mediterranean, this book introduces a new type of complexity and ambiguity to the study 
of the global. In this theoretical frame an increasingly urban articulation of global logics and struggles, 
and an escalating use of urban space to make political claims, not only by citizens but also by foreigners, 
can be found. By emphasizing the interplay between global, regional and local phenomena, the book 
examines new forms and conditions, such as the transformation of borders, the reconfiguration of 
transnational communities, the agency of transnational families, new mobilities and diasporas, and 
transnational networks of humanitarian response.

Migration, Mobilities and the Arab Spring

With contributions from leading scholars in Southern Europe, this compelling book demonstrates the 
plurality of migratory circumstances and analyses the significance of the Mediterranean migration 
model. Highlighting the challenges of studying the variability and heterogeneity of migratory patterns 
in the Mediterranean, this insightful book provides a comprehensive examination of the variations of 
spatial-temporal scales and sedimentation of different migratory configurations.

Migration Patterns Across the Mediterranean

Critically analyses how institutional actors interact on the international scene in the control and 
management of migration in the Mediterranean.

Migration in the Mediterranean

Art historians have been facing the challenge – even from before the advent of globalization – of 
writing for an international audience and translating their own work into a foreign language – whether 
forced by exile, voluntary migration, or simply in order to reach wider audiences. Migrating Histories 
of Art aims to study the biographical and academic impact of these self-translations, and how the 
adoption and processing of foreign-language texts and their corresponding methodologies have been 
fundamental to the disciplinary discourse of art history. While often creating distinctly "multifaceted" 



personal biographies and establishing an international disciplinary discourse, self-translation also 
fosters the creation of instances of linguistic and methodological hegemony.

Migrating Histories of Art

"Art, Borders and Belonging: On Home and Migration investigates how three associated con-
cepts-house, home and homeland-are represented in contemporary global art. The volume brings 
together essays which explore the conditions of global migration as a process that is always both about 
departures and homecomings, indeed, home-makings, through which the construction of migratory 
narratives are made possible. Although centrally concerned with how recent and contemporary works 
of art can materialize the migratory experience of movement and (re)settlement, the contributions 
to this book also explore how curating and exhibition practices, at both local and global levels, can 
extend and challenge conventional narratives of art, borders and belonging. A growing number of artists 
migrate; some for better job opportunities and for the experience of different cultures, others not by 
choice but as a consequence of forced displacement caused economic or environmental collapse, or 
by political, religious or military destabilization. In recent years, the theme of migration has emerged 
as a dominant subject in art and curatorial practices. Art, Borders and Belonging thus seeks to explore 
how the migratory experience is generated and displayed through the lens of contemporary art. In 
considering the extent to which the visual arts are intertwined with real life events, this text acts as a 
vehicle of knowledge transfer of cultural perspectives and enhances the importance of understanding 
artistic interventions in relation to home, migration and belonging"--

Art, Borders and Belonging
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