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This insightful work delves into the fundamental aspects of ridicule, exploring both the underlying 
factors that can lead an individual to be seen as ridiculous and offering practical strategies to skillfully 
navigate and avoid such situations, fostering personal growth and maintaining one's self-respect.
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possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
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Translated from the French of J. B. Morvan de Bellegarde
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The 18th century was a wealth of knowledge, exploration and rapidly growing technology and expand-
ing record-keeping made possible by advances in the printing press. In its determination to preserve the 
century of revolution, Gale initiated a revolution of its own: digitization of epic proportions to preserve 
these invaluable works in the largest archive of its kind. Now for the first time these high-quality digital 
copies of original 18th century manuscripts are available in print, making them highly accessible to 
libraries, undergraduate students, and independent scholars. The Age of Enlightenment profoundly 
enriched religious and philosophical understanding and continues to influence present-day thinking. 
Works collected here include masterpieces by David Hume, Immanuel Kant, and Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau, as well as religious sermons and moral debates on the issues of the day, such as the slave 
trade. The Age of Reason saw conflict between Protestantism and Catholicism transformed into one 



between faith and logic -- a debate that continues in the twenty-first century. ++++ The below data was 
compiled from various identification fields in the bibliographic record of this title. This data is provided as 
an additional tool in helping to insure edition identification: ++++ British Library T110126 Anonymous. 
By Jean Baptiste Morvan de Bellegarde. With an index. London: printed for Tho. Newborough, D. 
Midwinter, and Benj. Tooke, 1707. [16],390, [18]p.; 8°

Reflexions Upon Ridicule

The 18th century was a wealth of knowledge, exploration and rapidly growing technology and expand-
ing record-keeping made possible by advances in the printing press. In its determination to preserve the 
century of revolution, Gale initiated a revolution of its own: digitization of epic proportions to preserve 
these invaluable works in the largest archive of its kind. Now for the first time these high-quality digital 
copies of original 18th century manuscripts are available in print, making them highly accessible to 
libraries, undergraduate students, and independent scholars. The Age of Enlightenment profoundly 
enriched religious and philosophical understanding and continues to influence present-day thinking. 
Works collected here include masterpieces by David Hume, Immanuel Kant, and Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau, as well as religious sermons and moral debates on the issues of the day, such as the slave 
trade. The Age of Reason saw conflict between Protestantism and Catholicism transformed into one 
between faith and logic -- a debate that continues in the twenty-first century. ++++ The below data was 
compiled from various identification fields in the bibliographic record of this title. This data is provided as 
an additional tool in helping to insure edition identification: ++++ British Library T110129 Anonymous. 
By Jean Baptiste Morvan de Bellegarde. London: printed for D. Midwinter, W. Innys and R. Manby; A. 
Ward; T. Longman; and C. Bathurst, 1739. 2v.; 12°

Reflexions Upon Ridicule, Or What It Is That Makes a Man Ridiculous and the Means to Avoid It

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, 
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using 
a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. 
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of 
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Reflexions Upon Ridicule

The 18th century was a wealth of knowledge, exploration and rapidly growing technology and expand-
ing record-keeping made possible by advances in the printing press. In its determination to preserve the 
century of revolution, Gale initiated a revolution of its own: digitization of epic proportions to preserve 
these invaluable works in the largest archive of its kind. Now for the first time these high-quality digital 
copies of original 18th century manuscripts are available in print, making them highly accessible to 
libraries, undergraduate students, and independent scholars. The Age of Enlightenment profoundly 
enriched religious and philosophical understanding and continues to influence present-day thinking. 
Works collected here include masterpieces by David Hume, Immanuel Kant, and Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau, as well as religious sermons and moral debates on the issues of the day, such as the slave 
trade. The Age of Reason saw conflict between Protestantism and Catholicism transformed into one 
between faith and logic -- a debate that continues in the twenty-first century. ++++ The below data was 
compiled from various identification fields in the bibliographic record of this title. This data is provided as 
an additional tool in helping to insure edition identification: ++++ British Library T110129 Anonymous. 
By Jean Baptiste Morvan de Bellegarde. London: printed for D. Midwinter, W. Innys and R. Manby; A. 
Ward; T. Longman; and C. Bathurst, 1739. 2v.; 12°

Reflexions Upon Ridicule

The 18th century was a wealth of knowledge, exploration and rapidly growing technology and expand-
ing record-keeping made possible by advances in the printing press. In its determination to preserve the 
century of revolution, Gale initiated a revolution of its own: digitization of epic proportions to preserve 
these invaluable works in the largest archive of its kind. Now for the first time these high-quality 
digital copies of original 18th century manuscripts are available in print, making them highly accessible 



to libraries, undergraduate students, and independent scholars. Western literary study flows out of 
eighteenth-century works by Alexander Pope, Daniel Defoe, Henry Fielding, Frances Burney, Denis 
Diderot, Johann Gottfried Herder, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, and others. Experience the birth of the 
modern novel, or compare the development of language using dictionaries and grammar discourses. 
++++ The below data was compiled from various identification fields in the bibliographic record of this 
title. This data is provided as an additional tool in helping to insure edition identification: ++++ British 
Library T110128 Anonymous. By Jean Baptiste Morvan de Bellegarde. London: printed for D. Midwinter, 
J. Osborn and T. Longman, and B. Motte, 1727. 2v.; 12°
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'Réflexions sur le ridicule'. Dublin: printed by Oli. Nelson, 1764. 2v.; 12°

Reflexions Upon Ridicule, Or, What It Is That Makes a Man Ridiculous, and the Means to Avoid It

Arguing for the importance of wit beyond its use as a literary device, Roger D. Lund outlines the process 
by which writers in Restoration and eighteenth-century England struggled to define an appropriate 
role for wit in the public sphere. He traces its unpredictable effects in works of philosophy, religious 
pamphlets, and legal writing and examines what happens when literary wit is deliberately used to 
undermine the judgment of individuals and to destabilize established institutions of church and state. 
Beginning with a discussion of wit's association with deception, Lund suggests that suspicion of wit and 
the imagination emerges in attacks on the Restoration stage, in the persecution of The Craftsman, and 
in criticism directed at Thomas Hobbes's Leviathan and works by writers like the Earl of Shaftesbury, 
Thomas Woolston, and Thomas Paine. Anxieties about wit, Lund shows, were in part responsible for 
attempts to suppress new communal venues such as coffee houses and clubs and for the Church's 
condemnation of the seditious pamphlets made possible by the lapse of the Licensing Act in 1695. 
Finally, the establishment's conviction that wit, ridicule, satire, and innuendo are subversive rhetorical 
forms is glaringly at play in attempts to use libel trials to translate the fear of wit as a metaphorical 
transgression of public decorum into an actual violation of the civil code.
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The collapse of the supposedly ‘civilized’ German nation into the ‘barbarism’ of Hitler’s Third Reich 
has cast a long shadow over interpretations of German culture and society. In the remarkable work 
of Norbert Elias, himself a refugee from Nazi Germany, a deep concern with the distinctiveness of 
‘the Germans’ is linked with an ambitious attempt to work out more general relations between broad 
historical processes – patterns of state formation, changing social structures – and the character 
of the individual self, as evidenced in changing thresholds of shame and embarrassment. In critical 
engagement with Elias’s notion of the ‘civilizing process’, the essays collected here explore moments 
of excess and transgression, moments when the very boundaries of ‘civilization’ are both constructed 
and challenged. Inter-disciplinary contributions – on topics ranging from medieval laughter, cursing 
and swearing, through to music, the bourgeois self, and aspects of modern violence – highlight the 
complexity of inter-relations between the individual imagination and creativity, on the one hand, and the 
brute facts of political power and social structural inequalities, on the other; and develop new insights 
into the changing patterns of culture and society in Germany from the Middle Ages to the present.
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the Fifth Edition. of 2;

Arguments about the place and practice of the duel in early modern England were widespread. The 
distinguished intellectual historian Markku Peltonen examines this debate, and show how the moral and 
ideological status of duelling was discussed within a much larger cultural context of courtesy, civility 
and politeness. The advocates of the duel, following Italian and French examples, contended that it 
maintained and enhanced politeness; its critics by contrast increasingly severed duelling from civility, 
and this separation became part of a vigorous attempt in the late seventeenth century and beyond 
to redefine civility, politeness and indeed the nature and evolution of Englishness. To understand the 
duel is to understand much more fully some crucial issues in the cultural and ideological history of 
Stuart England, and Markku Peltonen's study will thus engage the attention of a very wide audience 
of historians and cultural and literary scholars.
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Explores the significant presence of Shakespeare in major novels of the eighteenth and early-nine-
teenth centuries.
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