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Explore the rich archaeology of Ancash, a region in Peru steeped in pre-Columbian history and
culture. Discover fascinating insights into the diverse archaeological sites, from ancient settlements and
ceremonial centers to remnants of early civilizations that thrived in the challenging Andean landscape.
Uncover the secrets of Ancash's past through its remarkable archaeological heritage, offering a unique
window into the lives and beliefs of its ancient inhabitants.
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An Archaeology of Ancash

An Archaeology of Ancash is a well-illustrated synthesis of the archaeology of North Central Peru, and
specifically the stone structures of the Ancash region. All the major cultures of highland Ancash built
impressive monuments, with no other region of South America showing such an early and continuous
commitment to stone carving. Drawing on Lau’s extensive experience as an archaeologist in highland
Peru, this book reveals how ancient groups of the Central Andes have used stone as both a physical
and symbolic resource, uncovering the variety of experiences and meanings which marked the region’s
special engagement with this material. An abundant raw resource in the Andes, stone was used

for monuments, sculptures and other valuables such as carved monoliths, which were crucial to the
emergence of civilization in the region, and religious objects from magical charms to ancestor effigies.
Detailing the ways stone has played both an everyday and an extraordinary part in ancient social life,
Lau also examines how cultural dispositions towards this fundamental material have changed over
time and considers how contemporary engagements with these stone remains have the potential to
create and regenerate communities. With an ample selection of color photos which bring these sites
and artifacts to life, An Archaeology of Ancash is an essential guide to the key monuments, places and
objects that distinguish this region and its rich archaeological heritage.

An Archaeology of Ancash

An Archaeology of Ancash is a well-illustrated synthesis of the archaeology of North Central Peru, and
specifically the stone structures of the Ancash region. All the major cultures of highland Ancash built
impressive monuments, with no other region of South America showing such an early and continuous
commitment to stone carving. Drawing on Lau's extensive experience as an archaeologist in highland
Peru, this book reveals how ancient groups of the Central Andes have used stone as both a physical
and symbolic resource, uncovering the variety of experiences and meanings which marked the region's
special engagement with this material. An abundant raw resource in the Andes, stone was used

for monuments, sculptures and other valuables such as carved monoliths, which were crucial to the
emergence of civilization in the region, and religious objects from magical charms to ancestor effigies.


https://chilis.com.pe/search/archaeology-of-ancash
https://chilis.com.pe/search/archaeology-of-ancash
https://chilis.com.pe/search/ancash-peru
https://chilis.com.pe/search/pre-columbian-ancash
https://chilis.com.pe/search/archaeological-sites-in-ancash
https://chilis.com.pe/search/ancash-culture

Detailing the ways stone has played both an everyday and an extraordinary part in ancient social life,
Lau also examines how cultural dispositions towards this fundamental material have changed over
time and considers how contemporary engagements with these stone remains have the potential to
create and regenerate communities. With an ample selection of color photos which bring these sites
and artifacts to life, An Archaeology of Ancash is an essential guide to the key monuments, places and
objects that distinguish this region and its rich archaeological heritage.

Andean Expressions

Flourishing from A.D. 1 to 700, the Recuay inhabited lands in northern Peru just below the imposing
glaciers of the highest mountain chain in the tropics. Thriving on an economy of high-altitude crops
and camelid herding, they left behind finely made artworks and grand palatial buildings with an
unprecedented aesthetic and a high degree of technical sophistication. In this first in-depth study

of these peoples, George Lau situates the Recuay within the great diversification of cultural styles
associated with the Early Intermediate Period, provides new and significant evidence to evaluate
models of social complexity, and offers fresh theories about life, settlement, art, and cosmology in the
high Andes. Lau crafts a nuanced social and historical model in order to evaluate the record of Recuay
developments as part of a wider Andean prehistory. He analyzes the rise and decline of Recuay groups
as well as their special interactions with the Andean landscape. Their coherence was expressed as
shared culture, community, and corporate identity, but Lau also reveals its diversity through time and
space in order to challenge the monolithic characterizations of Recuay society pervasive in the literature
today. Many of the innovations in Recuay culture, revealed for the first time in this landmark volume,
left a lasting impact on Andean history and continue to have relevance today. The author highlights the
ways that material things intervened in ancient social and political life, rather than being merely passive
reflections of historical change, to show that Recuay public art, exchange, technological innovations,
warfare, and religion offer key insights into the emergence of social hierarchy and chiefly leadership
and the formation, interaction, and later dissolution of large discrete polities. By presenting Recuay
artifacts as fundamentally social in the sense of creating and negotiating relations among persons,
places, and things, he recognizes in the complexities of the past an enduring order and intelligence
that shape the contours of history.

Ancient Community and Economy at Chinchawas (Ancash, Peru)

Archaeological investigations advance current knowledge of prehistoric Andean societies with this
groundbreaking study of Chinchawas, a small village community of the Recuay culture, in the first
millennium AD.

Archaeology of an Andean Pacarina

This study focuses the relationship between man, territory and water resources in the area of Andean
Lake Puruhuay (Ancash, Peru). This region is rich in cochas (lakes), each of which has a special
place in the local ancient and modern history. Highly specialized hydraulic structures were found in
many of the sites investigated during the course of this research, suggesting that water carried out an
important role in the area. Keeping aside a strictly economic analysis, studies revealed that specific rites
developed in the area surrounding Puruhuay lake. During the pre-Hispanic past, access to Puruhuay
and the perpetuation of ritual activities carried out at this stretch of water became an important factor
for constructing the prestige and identity of the populations who lived in this area. This factor persists
into the present day. With contributions from Luigi Capezzoli, Alessandro Capra, Cristina Castagnetti,
Alessandro Corsini, Nicola Masini, Luigi Mazzari, Marta Porcedda and Enzo Rizzo

Rock Art, Water, and Ancestors

As landscape art, the rock art of the central Andes offers clues regarding relationships between
ancestor veneration and the negotiation of rights to water. To understand these relationships this book
focuses on a large complement of rock art situated in highland Ancash, Peru, (3400-4250 m.a.s.l.).

Archaeological Interpretations

Presenting studies in Andean archaeology and iconography by leading specialists in the field, this
volume tackles the question of how researchers can come to understand the intangible, intellectual
worlds of ancient peoples. Archaeological Interpretations is a fascinating ontological journey through



Andean cultures from the fourth millennium BC to the sixteenth century, A.D. Through evidence-based
case studies, theoretical models, and methodological reflections, contributors discuss the various in-
terpretations that can be derived from the traces of ritual activity that remain in the material record. They
discuss how to accurately comprehend the social significance of artifacts beyond their practical use
and how to decode the symbolism of sacred images. Addressing topics including the earliest evidence
of shamanism in Ecuador, the meaning of masks among the Mochicas in Peru, the value of metal in
the Recuay culture, and ceremonies of voluntary abandonment among the Incas, contributors propose
original and innovative ways of interpreting the rich Andean archaeological heritage. Contributors: Luis
Jaime Castillo Butters | Peter Eeckhout | Christine Hastorf | Abigail Levine | Geroge F. Lau | Frank
Meddens | Charles S. Stanish | Edward Swenson | Gary Urton | Francisco Valdez

Arqueologia de la Sierra de Ancash 2

This book presents nine essays about the archaeology of Ancash in the Peruvian North Highlands. The
articles cover a span of time from the Late Archaic (ca 5000 BC) until the Inca times (ca AD 1500). Most
of the articles are unpublished; contributors present data from excavation and surveys in the areas of
Callejon de Huaylas and region of Conchucos.

Powerful Places in the Ancient Andes

This book argues that a careful consideration of Andean conceptions of powerful places is critical not
only to understanding Andean political and religious history but to rethinking sociological theories on
landscapes more generally.

Andes

This book offers a unique, critical perspective on the history of Peruvian archaeology by a native
scholar. Leading Peruvian archaeologist Henry Tantalean illuminates the cultural legacy of colonialism
beginning with “founding father” Max Uhle and traces key developments to the present. These include
the growth of Peruvian institutions; major figures from Tello and Valcéarcel to Larco, Rowe, and Murra;
war, political upheaval, and Peruvian regimes; developments in archaeological and social science
theory as they impacted Andean archaeology; and modern concerns such as heritage, neoliberal-
ism, and privatization. This post-colonial perspective on research and its sociopolitical context is an
essential contribution to Andean archaeology and the growing international dialogue on the history of
archaeology.

Peruvian Archaeology

Ancient Alterity in the Andes is the first major treatment on ancient alterity: how people in the past
regarded others. At least since the 1970s, alterity has been an influential concept in different fields,
from art history, psychology and philosophy, to linguistics and ethnography. Having gained steam in
concert with postmodernism’s emphasis on self-reflection and discourse, it is especially significant now
as a framework to understand the process of ‘writing’ and understanding the Other: groups, cultures
and cosmologies. This book showcases this concept by illustrating how people visualised others in the
past, and how it coloured their engagements with them, both physically and cognitively. Alterity has yet
to see sustained treatment in archaeology due in great part to the fact that the archaeological record is
not always equipped to inform on the subject. Like its kindred concepts, such as identity and ethnicity,
alterity is difficult to observe also because it can be expressed at different times and scales, from the
individual, family and village settings, to contexts such as nations and empires. It can also be said

to ‘reside’ just as well in objects and individuals, as it may in a technique, action or performance. One
requires a relevant, holistic data set and multiple lines of evidence. Ancient Alterity in the Andes provides
just that by focusing on the great achievements of the ancient Andes during the first millennium AD,
centred on a Precolumbian culture, known as Recuay (AD 1-700). Using a new framework of alterity,
one based on social others (e.qg., kinsfolk, animals, predators, enemies, ancestral dead), the book
rethinks cultural relationships with other groups, including the Moche and Nasca civilisations of Peru’s
coast, the Chavin cult, and the later Wari, the first Andean empire. In revealing little known patterns in
Andean prehistory the book illuminates the ways that archaeologists, in general, can examine alterity
through the existing record. Ancient Alterity in the Andes is a substantial boon to the analysis and
writing of past cultures, social systems and cosmologies and an important book for those wishing to
understand this developing concept in archaeological theory.



Ancient Alterity in the Andes

El presente numero temético de Andes. Boletin del Centro de Estudios Precolombinosde la Universi-
dad de Varsovia, titulado "Arqueologia de la Costa de Ancash\

Arqueologia de la costa de Ancash

Andean peoples recognize places as neither sacred nor profane, but rather in terms of the power
they emanate and the identities they materialize and reproduce. This book argues that a careful
consideration of Andean conceptions of powerful places is critical not only to understanding Andean
political and religious history but to rethinking sociological theories on landscapes more generally. The
contributors evaluate ethnographic and ethnohistoric analogies against the material record to illuminate
the ways landscapes were experienced and politicized over the last three thousand years.

Powerful Places in the Ancient Andes

The organization and characteristics of early and ancient states have become the focus of a renewed
interest from archaeologists, ancient historians and anthropologists in recent years. On the one hand,
neo-evolutionary schemas of political transformation find it difficult to define some of their most basic
concepts, such as ‘chiefdom’, ‘complex chiefdom’ and ‘state’, not to mention the transition between
them. On the other hand, teleological interpretations based on linear dynamics, from less to increasingly
more complex political structures, in successive steps, impose biased and too rigid views on the
available evidence. In fact, recent research stresses the existence of other forms of socio-political orga-
nization, less vertically integrated and more heterarchical, that proved highly successful and resilient
in the long term in tying together social groups. What is more, such forms quite often represented

the basic blocks on which states were built and that managed to survive once states collapsed.
Finally, nomadic, maritime and mountain populations provide fascinating examples of societies that
experienced alternative forms of political organization, sometimes on a seasonal basis. In other cases,
their consideration as ‘marginal’ populations that cultivated specialized skills ensured them a certain
degree of autonomy when living either within or at the borders of states. This book explores such
small-scale socio-political organizations, their potential and the historical trajectories they stimulated.
A selection of historical case studies from different regions of the world may help rethink current
concepts and views about the emergence and organization of political complexity and the mechanisms
that prevented, occasionally, the emergence of solid polities. They may also cast some light over
trajectories of historical transformation, still poorly understood as are the limits of effective state power.
This book explores the importance of comparative research and long-term historical perspectives to
avoid simplistic interpretations, based on the characteristics of modern Western states abusively used
retrospectively.

From House Societies to States

This heavily-illustrated book covers recent developments in archaeometry and offers a multidisciplinary
approach to reconstructing complex cultural histories. It also presents a detailed history of human
development in South America’s Nasca region.

New Technologies for Archaeology

Originally published in 1912, this pioneering and highly illustrated textbook made South American
archaeology more accessible to the general reader.

The Prehispanic Cultures of Peru

The third volume in the Andean Archaeology series, this book focuses on the marked cultural differ-
ences between the northern and southern regions of the Central Andes, and considers the conditions
under which these differences evolved, grew pronounced, and diminished. This book continues the
dynamic, current problem-oriented approach to the field of Andean Archaeology that began with
Andean Archaeology | and Andean Archaeology II. Combines up-to-date research, diverse theoretical
platforms, and far-reaching interpretations to draw provocative and thoughtful conclusions.

South American Archaeology



Living with the Dead in the Andes provides new data and insights informed by general anthropological
theory; the extensive bibliography alone is an important contribution. Scholars working with Andean
mortuary practices (and prehistory generally) will be citing these chapters for years.

Andean Archaeology llI

Nowhere on Earth is there an ecological transformation so swift and so extreme as between the
snow-line of the high Andes and the tropical rainforest of Amazonia. The different disciplines that
research the human past in South America have long tended to treat these two great subzones of
the continent as self-contained enough to be taken independently of each other. Objections have
repeatedly been raised, however, to warn against imagining too sharp a divide between the people and
societies of the Andes and Amazonia, when there are also clear indications of significant connections
and transitions between them. Rethinking the Andes—Amazonia Divide brings together archaeologists,
linguists, geneticists, anthropologists, ethnohistorians and historians to explore both correlations and
contrasts in how the various disciplines see the relationship between the Andes and Amazonia,

from deepest prehistory up to the European colonial period. The volume emerges from an innovative
programme of conferences and symposia conceived explicitly to foster awareness, discussion and
co-operation across the divides between disciplines. Underway since 2008, this programme has
already yielded major publications on the Andean past, including History and Language in the Andes
(2011) and Archaeology and Language in the Andes (2012).

A Reappraisal of Peruvian Archaeology

The Ancient Andean States combines modern social theory, recent archaeological literature, and
the experience of the author to examine politics and power in the great Andean pre-Hispanic soci-
eties. The ancient Andean states were the great shapers of Peruvian prehistory. Social complexity,
architectural monumentality, and specialized economic production, among others, were features of
these sophisticated societies known by professionals and travelers from around the world. How and
when these states emerged and succeeded is still debated. By examining Andean pre-Hispanic
societies such as Caral, Sechin, Chavin, Moche, Wari, Chimu, and Inca, this book delves into their
political and economic structures as well as explores their ideological worldviews. It reveals how these
societies were organized and how different social groups interacted in the states. Archaeologists and
anthropologists interested in Peruvian archaeology and the political and social structures of ancient
societies will find this book to be a valuable addition to their shelves.

Living with the Dead in the Andes

Perhaps the contributions of South American archaeology to the larger field of world archaeology
have been inadequately recognized. If so, this is probably because there have been relatively few
archaeologists working in South America outside of Peru and recent advances in knowledge in other
parts of the continent are only beginning to enter larger archaeological discourse. Many ideas of

and about South American archaeology held by scholars from outside the area are going to change
irrevocably with the appearance of the present volume. Not only does the Handbook of South American
Archaeology (HSAA) provide immense and broad information about ancient South America, the volume
also showcases the contributions made by South Americans to social theory. Moreover, one of the
merits of this volume is that about half the authors (30) are South Americans, and the bibliographies
in their chapters will be especially useful guides to Spanish and Portuguese literature as well as to
the latest research. It is inevitable that the HSAA will be compared with the multi-volume Handbook of
South American Indians (HSAI), with its detailed descriptions of indigenous peoples of South America,
that was organized and edited by Julian Steward. Although there are heroic archaeological essays

in the HSAI, by the likes of Junius Bird, Gordon Willey, John Rowe, and John Murra, Steward states
frankly in his introduction to Volume Two that “arch- ology is included by way of background” to the
ethnographic chapters.

Rethinking the Andes—Amazonia Divide

Christopher Donnan's Chotuna and Chornancap: Excavating an Ancient Peruvian Legend, explores
one of the most intriguing oral histories passed down among ancient Peruvians: the legend of Naymlap,
the founder of a dynasty that ruled the Lambayeque Valley of northern Peru centuries before European
contact. Naymlap is said to have built his palace at a place that many now consider to be the
archaeological sites of Chotuna and Chornancap. In an effort to test the validity of the Naymlap legend,



Donnan directed extensive archaeological excavations at Chotuna and Chornancap--completing plans
of the monumental architecture, mapping and excavating most of the major structures, and developing
a chronology for the sites. This book presents the results of these excavations and demonstrates the
extent to which the archaeological evidence correlates with the sequence of events described in the
Naymlap legend.

The North Highlands of Peru

In AD 1438 a battle took place outside the city of Cuzco that changed the course of South American
history. The Chanka, a powerful ethnic group from the Andahuaylas region, had begun an aggressive
program of expansion. Conquering a host of smaller polities, their army had advanced well inside the
territory of their traditional rival, the Inca. In a series of unusual maneuvers, the Inca defeated the
invading Chanka forces and became the most powerful people in the Andes. Many scholars believe
that the defeat of the Chanka represents a defining moment in the history of South America as the
Inca then continued to expand and establish the largest empire of the Americas. Despite its critical
position in South American history, until recently the Chanka heartland remained unexplored and the
cultural processes that led to their rapid development and subsequent defeat by the Inca had not been
investigated. From 2001 to 2004, Brian Bauer conducted an archaeological survey of the Andahuaylas
region. This project represents an unparalleled opportunity to examine theoretical issues concerning
the history and cultural development of late-prehistoric societies in this area of the Andes. The resulting
book includes an archaeological analysis on the development of the Chanka and examines their
ultimate defeat by the Inca.

Annali della facolta di giurisprudenza di Taranto

This work aims to broaden the perspectives of the development of archaeology. These papers, by
Latin American archaeologists, analyze the history of Latin American archaeology through the study
of artifacts like lithics and maize.

Advances in Andean Archaeology
A reappraisal of the Middle Horizon Period in Peru. (BAR -S525, 1989)

The Ancient Andean States

Rituals of the Past explores the various approaches archaeologists use to identify ritual in the material
record and discusses the influence ritual had on the formation, reproduction, and transformation of
community life in past Andean societies. A diverse group of established and rising scholars from
across the globe investigates how ritual influenced, permeated, and altered political authority, economic
production, shamanic practice, landscape cognition, and religion in the Andes over a period of three
thousand years. Contributors deal with theoretical and methodological concerns including non-human
and human agency; the development and maintenance of political and religious authority, ideology,
cosmologies, and social memory; and relationships with ritual action. The authors use a diverse array
of archaeological, ethnographic, and linguistic data and historical documents to demonstrate the role
ritual played in prehispanic, colonial, and post-colonial Andean societies throughout the regions of Peru,
Chile, Bolivia, and Argentina. By providing a diachronic and widely regional perspective, Rituals of the
Past shows how ritual is vital to understanding many aspects of the formation, reproduction, and change
of past lifeways in Andean societies. Contributors: Sarah Abraham, Carlos Angiorama, Florencia Avila,
Camila Capriata Estrada, David Chicoine, Daniel Contreras, Matthew Edwards, Francesca Fernandini,
Matthew Helmer, Hugo Ikehara, Enrique Lopez-Hurtado, Jerry Moore, Axel Nielsen, Yoshio Onuki, John
Rick, Mario Ruales, Koichiro Shibata, Hendrik Van Gijseghem, Rafael Vega-Centeno, Verity Whalen

Peruvian Archaeology

This book is the first to describe indigenous archaeology in Latin America for an English speaking au-
dience. Eighteen chapters primarily by Latin American scholars describe relations between indigenous
peoples and archaeology in the frame of national histories and examine the emergence of the native
interest in their heritage. Relationships between archaeology and native communities are ambivalent:
sometimes an escalating battleground, sometimes a promising site of intercultural encounters. The
global trend of indigenous empowerment today has renewed interest in history, making it a tool of
cultural meaning and political legitimacy. This book deals with the topic with a raw forthrightness not



often demonstrated in writings about archaeology and indigenous peoples. Rather than being ‘politically
correct, it attempts to transform rather than simply describe.

Nawpa Pacha

The third volume in the Andean Archaeology series, this book focuses on the marked cultural differ-
ences between the northern and southern regions of the Central Andes, and considers the conditions
under which these differences evolved, grew pronounced, and diminished. This book continues the
dynamic, current problem-oriented approach to the field of Andean Archaeology that began with
Andean Archaeology | and Andean Archaeology Il. Combines up-to-date research, diverse theoretical
platforms, and far-reaching interpretations to draw provocative and thoughtful conclusions.

Handbook of South American Archaeology

Analyzing evidence from the site of Quilcapampa in the Sihuas Valley of Southern Peru, contributors
to this volume discuss the ninth-century settlement's relationship to the broader Wari empire and
reimagine the empire's role in the widespread changes of the Andean Middle Horizon period.

Chotuna and Chornancap

Archaeological Heritage in a Modern Urban Landscape evaluates issues about the preservation, social
role and management of archaeological sites in the Trujillo area, north coast of Peru, specifically those
of the Moche culture (100-800 AD). Moche was one of the great civilizations of ancient Peru, with
spectacular ceremonial adobe architecture and settlements distributed across a landscape formed
by coastal valleys and one of the largest deserts of South America. In the last decades political and
economic changes have brought rural migrations to the city of Trujillo and nearby zones, causing the
emergence of extensive new communities in the margins of the metropolis. And although Trujillo’s
Moche heritage has become a symbol of regional identity, most local Moche sites are under siege
because of urban development. This book offers a new perspective on the development of modern
communities settled beside archaeological sites and contributes to improving best practices in the
management of archaeological sites and preservation in an urban setting.

The Chanka

South American Archaeology
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