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Explore the critical process of vindicating the founders, examining the historical evidence and philo-
sophical arguments that defend American principles and the original vision of the US Founding Fathers. 
This piece offers a comprehensive historical justification for their enduring contributions, highlighting 
the lasting impact of the founding fathers legacy on modern governance and society.

We provide downloadable materials suitable for both online and offline study.

We appreciate your visit to our website.
The document Defending Americas Founding Fathers is available for download right 
away.
There are no fees, as we want to share it freely.

Authenticity is our top priority.
Every document is reviewed to ensure it is original.
This guarantees that you receive trusted resources.

We hope this document supports your work or study.
We look forward to welcoming you back again.
Thank you for using our service.

Across countless online repositories, this document is in high demand.
You are fortunate to find it with us today.
We offer the entire version Defending Americas Founding Fathers at no cost.

Vindicating the Founders

This controversial, convincing, and highly original book is important reading for everyone concerned 
about the origins, present, and future of the American experiment in self-government.

The Political Theory of the American Founding

This book provides a complete overview of the Founders' natural rights theory and its policy implica-
tions.

Vindicating Lincoln

Was Abraham Lincoln a racist, as some critics would have us believe? Was he the father of big 
government, as some others maintain? Was the sixteenth president a traitor to the cause of free 
society and constitutional government? Are the political principles that guided him relevant today? In 
this provocative and timely book, Thomas L. Krannawitter sets out to defend the man many consider to 
be our greatest president from critics on both the left and the right. For although public opinion polls tend 
to rank Lincoln among the country's most venerated presidents, he is also, paradoxically, the president 
who is least understood. While Lincoln's name is frequently invoked in contemporary American politics, 
few Americans understand or agree with the moral and political principles for which Lincoln gave his 
last full measure of devotion. Many influential authors view Lincoln as an antiquated monument, a man 
of his age who knew only nineteenth-century prejudices and lacked twenty-first-century enlightenment. 
Other writers denounce Lincoln as a tyrant who trampled upon the Constitution and states' rights, 
and thereby inaugurated big government and the kind of politics feared by the Founding Fathers. 
Krannawitter argues that both views spring from a misunderstanding of Lincoln. Today, at precisely the 
moment when America is most in need of his moral and political understanding, we are more removed 
from Lincoln's thought than ever before. Vindicating Lincoln reintroduces us to Lincoln the statesman, 
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the man who defended our greatest ideals of freedom and equality at the darkest moment in American 
history. Krannawitter shows us why it is in our interest not only to learn about Abraham Lincoln, but to 
learn from him—to understand that Lincoln's guiding principles were true not only for his time, but that 
they remain true for ours as well. On the eve of the bicentennial of his birth in 2009, Lincoln can offer 
moral and political guidance to us all.

The Founding Fathers

This is a concise contribution to the 'Very Short Introductions' series which reintroduces the history that 
shaped the founding fathers, the history that they made, and what history has made of them.

A Nation Under God?

A Nation Under God? raises the question of why the ACLU relentlessly attacks public expressions 
of mainstream religious faith. The answer, according to the book's argument, is that the work of the 
ACLU is informed by a larger political project-modern liberalism-to transform American government 
and society into an administrative-welfare state. Modern liberalism requires two decisive changes in 
American politics if it is to be successful: First, the government of limited powers mandated by the 
Constitution must become a government of unlimited powers and scope. Second, free, self-reliant, 
and independent citizens must become dependent on and understand themselves as subservient to 
government. The ACLU's drive to remove religion and morality from the public square advances both 
goals. Limited, constitutional government rests on the idea that rights come from God; the power of 
government should be limited commensurate to the limited purpose of legitimate government: to protect 
our natural, God-given rights. With God removed from the public square, it becomes much easier 
politically to argue that government is the source of rights, and that every expansion of government 
power is tantamount to an expansion of rights. Further, self-reliant citizens are not in need of and 
are unlikely to support large government welfare programs. But self-reliancy is largely a function of 
self-control and moral responsibility. Immoral and irresponsible citizens are incapable of providing for 
themselves and their families. Driving God and morality out of the public square serves to break down 
public morality, which in turn creates classes of citizens who are dependent on government assistance 
and regulation. Through endless litigation against public expressions of religion and morality and its 
distorted interpretations of the Establishment and Free Exercise Clauses, the ACLU reveals its real 
agenda and its real allegiance, which is not to the Constitution or Bill of Rights, but to a radical liberal 
ideology that seeks

We Don't Need Permission

Highly Commended for the Diversity, Inclusion and Equality Award at the Business Book Awards A 
powerful 10 step guide to transformative entrepreneurship for under-represented people from Eric 
Collins, host of the award-winning Channel 4 reality business show The Money Maker. 'Eric Collins 
is one of the most powerful business people in Britain.' The Times __________ Step 1: Embrace the 
unexpected Step 2: Engage in consistent and continuous acts of disruption Step 3: Let go of small - 
think bigger, think global and prepare for pitfalls Step 4: Take risks using data to mitigate the downside 
Step 5: Put your money where your mouth is, make your resources matter Step 6: Leverage what 
you know Step 7: Become a convener by making your mission bigger than yourself Step 8: Invest 
in women to create Alpha Step 9: Sell your vision, make time-appropriate asks and don't forget to 
recruit allies Step 10: Always bet on Black ________________________ At a time when half of Black 
households in the UK live in persistent poverty - over twice as many as their white counterparts - We 
Don't Need Permission argues that investing in Black and under-represented entrepreneurs in order to 
create successful businesses is the surest, fastest socio-economic game-changer there is. Long-lasting 
economic empowerment - from education to health outcomes - is key to solving the multiple problems 
that result from systemic racism and sexism. And it is the best way to close the inequality gaps that 
have hampered and continue to hinder Black people and all women too. To address this problem 
head on, Eric Collins co-founded venture capital firm Impact X Capital to invest in under-represented 
entrepreneurs in the UK and Europe. In We Don't Need Permission, Collins identifies ten key principles 
of successful entrepreneurship, and reveals how it's possible to change a system that has helped some, 
while holding others back. The book not only aims to inspire and motivate under-represented people 
to take their future and economic destiny into their own hands, but will demand of current business 
leaders and organizations that they do business better. It's time to stop waiting for someone else to 
give permission and start boldly making the world we want to see. __________

The Shoemaker and the Tea Party



George Robert Twelves Hewes, a Boston shoemaker who participated in such key events of the 
American Revolution as the Boston Massacre and the Tea Party, might have been lost to history if not for 
his longevity and the historical mood of the 1830's. When the Tea Party became a leading symbol of the 
Revolutionary ear fifty years after the actual event, this 'common man' in his nineties was 'discovered' 
and celebrated in Boston as a national hero. Young pieces together this extraordinary tale, adding 
new insights about the role that individual and collective memory play in shaping our understanding of 
history.

All Souls

A breakaway bestseller since its first printing, All Souls takes us deep into Michael Patrick MacDonald's 
Southie, the proudly insular neighborhood with the highest concentration of white poverty in America. 
Rocked by Whitey Bulger's crime schemes and busing riots, MacDonald's Southie is populated by 
sharply hewn characters like his Ma, a miniskirted, accordion-playing single mother who endures the 
deaths of four of her eleven children. Nearly suffocated by his grief and his community's code of silence, 
MacDonald tells his family story here with gritty but moving honesty.

Inheriting the Revolution

Born after the Revolution, the first generation of Americans inherited a truly new world--and, with it, 
the task of working out the terms of Independence. Anyone who started a business, marketed a new 
invention, ran for office, formed an association, or wrote for publication was helping to fashion the 
world's first liberal society. These are the people we encounter in Inheriting the Revolution, a vibrant 
tapestry of the lives, callings, decisions, desires, and reflections of those Americans who turned the 
new abstractions of democracy, the nation, and free enterprise into contested realities. Through data 
gathered on thousands of people, as well as hundreds of memoirs and autobiographies, Joyce Appleby 
tells myriad intersecting stories of how Americans born between 1776 and 1830 reinvented themselves 
and their society in politics, economics, reform, religion, and culture. They also had to grapple with the 
new distinction of free and slave labor, with all its divisive social entailments; the rout of Enlightenment 
rationality by the warm passions of religious awakening; the explosion of small business opportunities 
for young people eager to break out of their parents' colonial cocoon. Few in the nation escaped 
the transforming intrusiveness of these changes. Working these experiences into a vivid picture of 
American cultural renovation, Appleby crafts an extraordinary--and deeply affecting--account of how 
the first generation established its own culture, its own nation, its own identity. The passage of social 
responsibility from one generation to another is always a fascinating interplay of the inherited and the 
novel; this book shows how, in the early nineteenth century, the very idea of generations resonated 
with new meaning in the United States.

A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (A Feminist Masterpiece)

A Vindication of the Rights of Woman: with Strictures on Political and Moral Subjects (1792), written 
by the 18th-century British proto-feminist Mary Wollstonecraft, is one of the earliest works of feminist 
philosophy. In it, Wollstonecraft responds to those educational and political theorists of the 18th century 
who did not believe women should have an education. She argues that women ought to have an 
education commensurate with their position in society, claiming that women are essential to the nation 
because they educate its children and because they could be "companions" to their husbands, rather 
than mere wives. Instead of viewing women as ornaments to society or property to be traded in 
marriage, Wollstonecraft maintains that they are human beings deserving of the same fundamental 
rights as men. Mary Wollstonecraft (27 April 1759 – 10 September 1797) was an eighteenth-century 
British writer, philosopher, and advocate of women's rights. During her brief career, she wrote novels, 
treatises, a travel narrative, a history of the French Revolution, a conduct book, and a children's book. 
Wollstonecraft is best known for A Vindication of the Rights of Woman.

American Scripture

Pauline Maier shows us the Declaration as both the defining statement of our national identity and the 
moral standard by which we live as a nation. It is truly "American Scripture," and Maier tells us how 
it came to be -- from the Declaration's birth in the hard and tortuous struggle by which Americans 
arrived at Independence to the ways in which, in the nineteenth century, the document itself became 
sanctified. Maier describes the transformation of the Second Continental Congress into a national 
government, unlike anything that preceded or followed it, and with more authority than the colonists 



would ever have conceded to the British Parliament; the great difficulty in making the decision for 
Independence; the influence of Paine's []Common Sense[], which shifted the terms of debate; and 
the political maneuvers that allowed Congress to make the momentous decision. In Maier's hands, 
the Declaration of Independence is brought close to us. She lets us hear the voice of the people as 
revealed in the other "declarations" of 1776: the local resolutions -- most of which have gone unnoticed 
over the past two centuries -- that explained, advocated, and justified Independence and undergirded 
Congress's work. Detective-like, she discloses the origins of key ideas and phrases in the Declaration 
and unravels the complex story of its drafting and of the group-editing job which angered Thomas 
Jefferson. Maier also reveals what happened to the Declaration after the signing and celebration: how 
it was largely forgotten and then revived to buttress political arguments of the nineteenth century; and, 
most important, how Abraham Lincoln ensured its persistence as a living force in American society. 
Finally, she shows how by the very act of venerating the Declaration as we do -- by holding it as 
sacrosanct, akin to holy writ -- we may actually be betraying its purpose and its power.

Never Before in History

Offering a reassessment of the tumultuous culture of politics on the national stage during America's 
early years, when Jefferson, Burr, and Hamilton were among the national leaders, Freeman shows 
how the rituals and rhetoric of honor provides ground rules for political combat. Illustrations.

Affairs of Honor

Examines the political principles of Woodrow Wilson that influenced his presidency and the impact he 
had on United States and the progressive movement.

Woodrow Wilson and the Roots of Modern Liberalism

As controversial and explosive as it is elegant and learned, The Long Affair is Conor Cruise O'Brien's 
examination of Thomas Jefferson, as man and icon, through the critical lens of the French Revolution. 
O'Brien offers a provocative analysis of the supreme symbol of American history and political culture 
and challenges the traditional perceptions of both Jeffersonian history and the Jeffersonian legacy. "The 
book is an attack on America's long affair with Jeffersonian ideology of radical individualism: an ideology 
that, by confusing Jefferson with a secular prophet, will destroy the United States from within."—David 
C. Ward, Boston Book Review "With his background as a politician and a diplomat, O'Brien brings a 
broad perspective to his effort to define Jefferson's beliefs through the prism of his attitudes toward 
France. . . . This is an important work that makes an essential contribution to the overall picture of 
Jefferson."—Booklist "O'Brien traces the roots of Jefferson's admiration for the revolution in France 
but notes that Jefferson's enthusiasm for France cooled in the 1790s, when French egalitarian ideals 
came to threaten the slave-based Southern economy that Jefferson supported."—Library Journal "In 
O'Brien's opinion, it's time that Americans face the fact that Jefferson, long seen as a champion of the 
'wronged masses,' was a racist who should not be placed on a pedestal in an increasingly multicultural 
United States."—Boston Phoenix "O'Brien makes a well-argued revisionist contribution to the literature 
on Jefferson."—Kirkus Reviews "O'Brien is right on target . . . determined not to let the evasions and 
cover-ups continue."—Forrest McDonald, National Review "The Long Affair should be read by anyone 
interested in Jefferson—or in a good fight."—Richard Brookhiser, New York Times Book Review

The Long Affair

On American democracy

Democracy’s Discontent

By anyone's reckoning, James Baker's years as Secretary of State contained some of the most pivotal 
events of the second half of the 20th century, and few men played as crucial a role in so many of them 
as did Baker. This candid, revealing account offers readers a unique perspective on such world-shaking 
events as the fall of the Eastern Bloc, the invasion of Panama, the Gulf War, and the birth of freedom 
in South Africa. Photos.

The Origin of the Distinction of Ranks Or, An Inquiry Into the Circumstances which Give Rise to 
Influence and Authority, in the Different Members of Society



A WALL STREET JOURNAL SUMMER PICK A WASHINGTON POST BESTSELLER Warrior and 
writer, genius and crank, rider in the British cavalry’s last great charge and inventor of the tank, Winston 
Churchill led Britain to fight alone against Nazi Germany in the fateful year of 1940 and set the standard 
for leading a democracy at war. With penetrating insight and vivid anecdotes, Gretchen Rubin makes 
Churchill accessible and meaningful to twenty-first-century readers by analyzing the many contrasting 
views of the man: he was an alcoholic, he was not; he was an anachronism, he was a visionary; he was 
a racist, he was a humanitarian; he was the most quotable man in the history of the English language, 
he was a bore. Like no other portrait of its famous subject, Forty Ways to Look at Winston Churchill is 
a dazzling display of facts more improbable than fiction. It brings to full realization the depiction of a 
man too fabulous for any novelist to construct, too complex for even the longest narrative to describe, 
and too significant ever to be forgotten.

The Politics of Diplomacy

In this provocative and engaging new book, Randy Barnett outlines a powerful and original theory of 
liberty structured by the liberal conception of justice and the rule of law. Drawing on insights from 
philosophy, political theory, economics, and law, he shows how this new conception of liberty can 
confront, and solve, the central societal problems of knowledge, interest, and power. - ;What is liberty, as 
opposed to license, and why is it so important? When people pursue happiness, peace, and prosperity 
whilst living in society, they confront pervasive problems of knowledge, interest, and power. These 
problems are dealt with by ensuring the liberty of the people to pursue their own ends, but addressing 
these problems also requires that liberty be structured by certain rights and procedures associated 
with the classical liberal conception of justice and the rule of law. In this controversial new work, Barnett 
examines the serious social problems that are addressed by liberty and the background or `natural' 
rights and `rule of law' procedures that distinguish liberty from license. He goes on to outline the 
constitutional framework that is needed to protect this structure of liberty. This is the only discussion of 
the liberal conception of justice and the rule of law to draw upon insights from philosophy, economics, 
political theory, and law to describe comprehensively the vital social functions performed by adherence 
to these concepts. And, although the book is intended to challenge specialists, its clear and accessible 
prose ensure that it will be of immense value to both scholars and students working in a range of 
academic disciplines. -

Forty Ways to Look at Winston Churchill

Perhaps the last great work of the Enlightenment, this landmark in intellectual history is the Marquis 
de Condorcet's homage to the human future emancipated from its chains and led by the progress of 
reason and the establishment of liberty. Writing in 1794, while in hiding, under sentence of death from 
the Jacobins in revolutionary France, Condorcet surveys human history and speculates upon its future. 
With William Godwin, he is the chief foil of Malthus's Essay on Population. Portrayed by Malthus as an 
elate and giddy optimist, Condorcet foresees a future of indefinite progress. Freed from ignorance and 
superstition, he argues that the human race stands on the threshold of epochal progress and limitless 
improvement. Condorcet defies modernist stereotypes of the right and the left. He is at once precursor 
of the free market and social democracy. This new edition of the original 1795 English translation, is 
the only English translation of a work of Condorcet currently in print.

The Structure of Liberty : Justice and the Rule of Law

In Independence on Trial, Frederick W. Marks III focuses on the impact of foreign affairs and trade, 
arguing that they had an overwhelming influence in shaping constitutional reform for the founding 
fathers. He argues that problems relating to the conducting of foreign affairs far outweighed any other 
issues facing the Confederation and that the Federalist's desire for a more advantageous position in 
the world was their overriding concern which gave rise to the Constitution.

Outlines of an Historical View of the Progress of the Human Mind

Conventional theories of capitalism are mired in a deep crisis: after centuries of debate, they are still 
unable to tell us what capital is. Liberals and Marxists both think of capital as an ‘economic’ entity that 
they count in universal units of ‘utils’ or ‘abstract labour’, respectively. But these units are totally fictitious. 
Nobody has ever been able to observe or measure them, and for a good reason: they don’t exist. 
Since liberalism and Marxism depend on these non-existing units, their theories hang in suspension. 
They cannot explain the process that matters most – the accumulation of capital. This book offers a 



radical alternative. According to the authors, capital is not a narrow economic entity, but a symbolic 
quantification of power. It has little to do with utility or abstract labour, and it extends far beyond 
machines and production lines. Capital, the authors claim, represents the organized power of dominant 
capital groups to reshape – or creorder – their society. Written in simple language, accessible to lay 
readers and experts alike, the book develops a novel political economy. It takes the reader through the 
history, assumptions and limitations of mainstream economics and its associated theories of politics. 
It examines the evolution of Marxist thinking on accumulation and the state. And it articulates an 
innovative theory of ‘capital as power’ and a new history of the ‘capitalist mode of power’.

Independence on Trial

“A vivid and convincing account of one of the most significant—but too often overlooked—figures 
in our history.”—Jon Meacham, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of American Lion Overshadowed by 
both his brilliant father and the brash and bold Andrew Jackson, John Quincy Adams has long been 
dismissed as an aloof intellectual. Viciously assailed by Jackson and his populist mobs for being both 
slippery and effete, Adams nevertheless recovered from defeat in 1828’s presidential election to lead 
the nation as a lonely Massachusetts congressman in the fight against slavery. Award-winning historian 
William J. Cooper’s “balanced, wellsourced, and accessible work” (Publishers Weekly) demonstrates 
that Adams should be considered our lost Founding Father, his moral and political vision the final 
link to the visionaries who created our nation. With his heroic arguments in the Amistad trial forever 
memorialized, Adams stood strong against the expansion of slavery that would send the nation hurtling 
into war. This “well-crafted” (William McFeely) biography reveals Adams to be one of the most battered, 
but courageous and inspirational, politicians in American history.

Capital as Power

In this volume, prominent political theorist Michael Zuckert presents an important and pathbreaking 
set of meditations on the thought of John Locke. In more than a dozen provocative essays, many 
appearing in print for the first time, Zuckert explores the complexity of Locke's engagement with his 
philosophical and theological predecessors, his profound influence on later liberal thinkers, and his 
amazing success in transforming the political understanding of the Anglo-American world. At the same 
time, he also demonstrates Locke's continuing relevance in current debates involving such prominent 
thinkers as Rawls and MacIntyre. Zuckert's careful reconsideration of Locke's role as "launcher" of 
liberalism involves a sustained engagement with the hermeneutical issues surrounding Locke, an 
innovator who faced special rhetorical needs in addressing his contemporaries and the future. It also 
involves highlighting the novelty of Locke's position by examining his stance toward the philosophical 
and religious traditions in place when he wrote. Zuckert argues that neither of the dominant ways 
of understanding Locke's relations to his predecessors and contemporaries is adequate; he is not 
well seen as a follower of any orthodoxy nor of any anti-orthodoxy of his day, either philosophical or 
theological. He found a path to innovation that was philosophically radical but which was also able to 
connect with prevailing and accepted traditions. That allowed him to exercise a practical influence in 
history rarely, if ever, matched by any other philosopher. Zuckert illustrates that influence by showing 
how William Blackstone used Lockean philosophy to reshape the common law and how the Americans 
of the eighteenth century used Lockean philosophy to reshape Whig political thought. Zuckert argues 
that Locke's philosophy has continuing philosophic and political force, a proposition he demonstrates 
by arguing that Locke presents a form of political philosophy superior to that of the liberal theorists of 
our day and that he has solid rejoinders to contemporary critics of liberalism.

The Lost Founding Father: John Quincy Adams and the Transformation of American Politics

With a level-headed voice, leading policy strategist Clarke Forsythe speaks clearly into the fray of 
political striving. Here he campaigns for a recovery of a rich understanding of the virtue of prudence, 
and for its application by policymakers and citizens to contemporary public policy. As Forsythe explains, 
prudence, in its classical sense, is the ability to apply wisdom to right action. In this book he explores the 
importance of applying the principles of prudence--taking account of limitations in a world of constraints 
and striving to achieve the greatest measure of justice under current circumstances--to the realm of 
politics, especially that of bioethics. In particular, Forsythe applies these concepts to the ongoing debate 
among pro-life advocates regarding gradual versus radical change as the most effective way to achieve 
political and legislative goals. Drawing on the Bible, philosophy, and the wisdom of historical figures 
such as Abraham Lincoln and William Wilberforce, he makes a strong case for a strategy of seeking 



to achieve the maximal change possible at a given time--or political prudence. As such, it has broad 
implications for political scientists and strategists both within and beyond the pro-life context.

Launching Liberalism

'THOUGHT-PROVOKING' Bernardine Evaristo | 'IMPORTANT' Melissa Hemsley | 'RAZOR-SHARP' 
Nels Abbey | 'ESSENTIAL' Jaspreet Kaur | 'INSPIRATIONAL' Sophie Williams | 'REVEALING' Tineka 
Smith | 'NECESSARY' Natalie Alexis Lee What does it mean to be mixed race in today's society? In 
this powerful book, Natalie and Naomi Evans, founders of anti-racist advocacy and platform Everyday 
Racism, explore the complexities of mixed-race identities - from the discrimination endured by the 1.2 
million mixed people in Britain and millions more elsewhere, to the privileges it can afford. Sharing their 
own personal experiences of growing up in Britain to illuminate the nuances of racial identity, the book 
also weaves in: - Interviews with people from mixed backgrounds and in mixed relationships - Research 
to dispel common myths and stereotypes - Practical advice for mixed-race families and friendships The 
Mixed-Race Experience will help you to recognise and confront the racism within your own family and 
communities, helping us all to deepen our intersectional awareness and commitment to allyship.

Politics for the Greatest Good

Sharpening the debate over the values that formed America's founding political philosophy, Barry 
Alan Shain challenges us to reconsider what early Americans meant when they used such basic 
political concepts as the public good, liberty, and slavery. We have too readily assumed, he argues, that 
eighteenth-century Americans understood these and other terms in an individualistic manner. However, 
by exploring how these core elements of their political thought were employed in Revolutionary-era 
sermons, public documents, newspaper editorials, and political pamphlets, Shain reveals a very 
different understanding--one based on a reformed Protestant communalism. In this context, individual 
liberty was the freedom to order one's life in accord with the demanding ethical standards found in 
Scripture and confirmed by reason. This was in keeping with Americans' widespread acceptance of 
original sin and the related assumption that a well-lived life was only possible in a tightly knit, intrusive 
community made up of families, congregations, and local government bodies. Shain concludes that 
Revolutionary-era Americans defended a Protestant communal vision of human flourishing that stands 
in stark opposition to contemporary liberal individualism. This overlooked component of the American 
political inheritance, he further suggests, demands examination because it alters the historical ground 
upon which contemporary political alternatives often seek legitimation, and it facilitates our understand-
ing of much of American history and of the foundational language still used in authoritative political 
documents.

The Mixed-Race Experience

Historian and biographer James Srodes tells Benjamin Franklin's incredible life story, making full use 
of the previously neglected Franklin papers to provide the most riveting account yet of the journalist, 
scientist, polilician, and unlikely adventurer. From London, Paris, Philadelphia to his numerous romantic 
liaisons, Franklin's life becomes a panorama of dramatic history.

The Myth of American Individualism

From New York Times bestselling historian H. W. Brands comes the riveting story of how, in nine-
teenth-century America, a new set of political giants battled to complete the unfinished work of the 
Founding Fathers and decide the future of our democracy In the early 1800s, three young men strode 
onto the national stage, elected to Congress at a moment when the Founding Fathers were beginning 
to retire to their farms. Daniel Webster of Massachusetts, a champion orator known for his eloquence, 
spoke for the North and its business class. Henry Clay of Kentucky, as dashing as he was ambitious, 
embodied the hopes of the rising West. South Carolina's John Calhoun, with piercing eyes and an even 
more piercing intellect, defended the South and slavery. Together these heirs of Washington, Jefferson 
and Adams took the country to war, battled one another for the presidency and set themselves the 
task of finishing the work the Founders had left undone. Their rise was marked by dramatic duels, 
fierce debates, scandal and political betrayal. Yet each in his own way sought to remedy the two glaring 
flaws in the Constitution: its refusal to specify where authority ultimately rested, with the states or the 
nation, and its unwillingness to address the essential incompatibility of republicanism and slavery. They 
wrestled with these issues for four decades, arguing bitterly and hammering out political compromises 
that held the Union together, but only just. Then, in 1850, when California moved to join the Union as a 



free state, "the immortal trio" had one last chance to save the country from the real risk of civil war. But, 
by that point, they had never been further apart. Thrillingly and authoritatively, H. W. Brands narrates 
an epic American rivalry and the little-known drama of the dangerous early years of our democracy.

Franklin

From Kennebunkport to Kauai, from the Rio Grande to the Northern Rockies, ours is a vast republic. 
While we may be united under one Constitution, separate and distinct states remain, each with its 
own constitution and culture. Geographic idiosyncrasies add more than just local character. Regional 
understandings of law and justice have shaped and reshaped our nation throughout history. America's 
Constitution, our founding and unifying document, looks slightly different in California than it does in 
Kansas. In The Law of the Land, renowned legal scholar Akhil Reed Amar illustrates how geography, 
federalism, and regionalism have influenced some of the biggest questions in American constitutional 
law. Writing about Illinois, "the land of Lincoln," Amar shows how our sixteenth president's ideas about 
secession were influenced by his Midwestern upbringing and outlook. All of today's Supreme Court 
justices, Amar notes, learned their law in the Northeast, and New Yorkers of various sorts dominate 
the judiciary as never before. The curious Bush v. Gore decision, Amar insists, must be assessed 
with careful attention to Florida law and the Florida Constitution. The second amendment appears 
in a particularly interesting light, he argues, when viewed from the perspective of Rocky Mountain 
cowboys and cowgirls. Propelled by Amar's distinctively smart, lucid, and engaging prose, these essays 
allow general readers to see the historical roots of, and contemporary solutions to, many important 
constitutional questions. The Law of the Land illuminates our nation's history and politics, and shows 
how America's various local parts fit together to form a grand federal framework.

Heirs of the Founders

A monumental biography of one of the most important black women of the nineteenth century. Sojourner 
Truth first gained prominence at an 1851 Akron, Ohio, women's rights conference, saying, "Dat man 
over dar say dat woman needs to be helped into carriages, and lifted over ditches. . . . Nobody eber 
helps me into carriages, or ober mud-puddles . . . and ar'n't I a woman?" Sojourner Truth: ex-slave and 
fiery abolitionist, figure of imposing physique, riveting preacher and spellbinding singer who dazzled 
listeners with her wit and originality. Straight-talking and unsentimental, Truth became a national 
symbol for strong black women--indeed, for all strong women. Like Harriet Tubman and Frederick 
Douglass, she is regarded as a radical of immense and enduring influence; yet, unlike them, what is 
remembered of her consists more of myth than of personality. Now, in a masterful blend of scholarship 
and sympathetic understanding, eminent black historian Nell Irvin Painter goes beyond the myths, 
words, and photographs to uncover the life of a complex woman who was born into slavery and died 
a legend. Inspired by religion, Truth transformed herself from a domestic servant named Isabella into 
an itinerant pentecostal preacher; her words of empowerment have inspired black women and poor 
people the world over to this day. As an abolitionist and a feminist, Truth defied the notion that slaves 
were male and women were white, expounding a fact that still bears repeating: among blacks there are 
women; among women, there are blacks. No one who heard her speak ever forgot Sojourner Truth, 
the power and pathos of her voice, and the intelligence of her message. No one who reads Painter's 
groundbreaking biography will forget this landmark figure and the story of her courageous life.

The Law of the Land

Many Americans think of slavery as their nation’s original sin. But in truth, slavery has involved peoples 
and cultures and countries far beyond the United States. Slavery is as old as human history itself. And 
yet, the one living institution that has condemned slavery longer and more consistently than any other 
is the Roman Catholic Church. In The Worst of Indignities: The Catholic Church on Slavery, bestselling 
author Paul Kengor shines a light on: The record and biblical roots of the Church’s teaching on slavery 
The efforts of individuals and institutions within the Church to not only bring about freedom for enslaved 
people but to care for their physical and spiritual needs The stories of former slaves whose lives of 
exemplary holiness have placed them on the path of sainthood At a time when race relations are so 
bitter, we need the clarifying truth to unite us all. The story of the Roman Catholic Church’s bold and 
divine opposition to slavery is one unknown to Catholics and non-Catholics alike. It is time for that story 
to be told.

Sojourner Truth: A Life, A Symbol



Two time Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Bernard Bailyn has distilled a lifetime of study into this brilliant 
illumination of the ideas and world of the Founding Fathers. In five succinct essays he reveals the 
origins, depth, and global impact of their extraordinary creativity. The opening essay illuminates the 
central importance of America’s provincialism to the formation of a truly original political system. In 
the chapters following, he explores the ambiguities and achievements of Jefferson’s career, Benjamin 
Franklin’s changing image and supple diplomacy, the circumstances and impact of the Federalist 
Papers, and the continuing influence of American constitutional thought throughout the Atlantic world. 
To Begin the World Anew enlivens our appreciation of how America came to be and deepens our 
understanding of the men who created it.

The Worst of Indignities: The Catholic Church on Slavery

A Magnificent book which reinterprets every aspect of American history. Readable and provocative 
and written with Paul Johnson's customary vigorous, direct and colourful style. A History of the 
Americanpeople charts the sweep and drama of America's history through it's politics and economics, 
it's art and literature and science, it's society and manners and, not least, it's complex religious beliefs. 
From Walter Raleigh to Bill Clinton, Paul Johnson casts an admiring but not uncritical eye over events 
and personalities through the past 400 years.

To Begin the World Anew

Examines the late entrepreneur's dealings with the Soviet Union and his role in the BCCI scandal

A History of the American People

New York Times bestseller and Pulitzer Prize-winning author Gordon S. Wood elucidates the debates 
over the founding documents of the United States. The half century extending from the imperial 
crisis between Britain and its colonies in the 1760s to the early decades of the new republic of the 
United States was the greatest and most creative era of constitutionalism in American history, and 
perhaps in the world. During these decades, Americans explored and debated all aspects of politics 
and constitutionalism--the nature of power, liberty, representation, rights, the division of authority 
between different spheres of government, sovereignty, judicial authority, and written constitutions. 
The results of these issues produced institutions that have lasted for over two centuries. In this 
new book, eminent historian Gordon S. Wood distills a lifetime of work on constitutional innovations 
during the Revolutionary era. In concise form, he illuminates critical events in the nation's founding, 
ranging from the imperial debate that led to the Declaration of Independence to the revolutionary state 
constitution making in 1776 and the creation of the Federal Constitution in 1787. Among other topics, 
he discusses slavery and constitutionalism, the emergence of the judiciary as one of the major tripartite 
institutions of government, the demarcation between public and private, and the formation of states' 
rights. Here is an immensely readable synthesis of the key era in the making of the history of the United 
States, presenting timely insights on the Constitution and the nation's foundational legal and political 
documents.

Dossier

A matchless account of the Battle of Gettysburg, drawn from Shelby Foote’s landmark history of the 
Civil War Shelby Foote’s monumental three-part chronicle, The Civil War: A Narrative, was hailed by 
Walker Percy as “an unparalleled achievement, an American Iliad, a unique work uniting the scholarship 
of the historian and the high readability of the first-class novelist.” Here is the central chapter of the 
central volume, and therefore the capstone of the arch, in a single volume. Complete with detailed 
maps, Stars in Their Courses brilliantly recreates the three-day conflict: It is a masterly treatment of 
a key great battle and the events that preceded it—not as legend has it but as it really was, before it 
became distorted by controversy and overblown by remembered glory.

Four Texts on Socrates

Power and Liberty
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