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Explore the distinct personalities and pivotal figures, often seen as key historical characters, who 
were instrumental in shaping the American Revolution. This analysis delves into the impact of various 
revolutionary founders, including references to individuals like Gordon, whose diverse contributions 
were foundational in establishing the nation's independence and legacy.
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Revolutionary Characters

In 10 essays from previously published articles, the author presents miniature portraits of George 
Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Thomas Paine, and others known as 
the founding fathers.

Revolutionary Characters

The author offers a series of studies of the men who came to be known as the Founding Fathers. Each 
life is considered in the round, but the thread that binds the work together is the idea of character 
as a lived reality for these men. For these were men, Wood shows, that took the matter of character 
very seriously. They were the first generation in history that was self-consciously self-made, men who 
considered the arc of lives, as of nations, as being one of moral progress. They saw themselves as 
comprising the world's first meritocracy, as opposed to the decadent Old World aristocracy of inherited 
wealth and station. Historian Wood's accomplishment here is to bring these men and their times down 
to earth and within our reach, showing us just who they were and what drove them, and that the virtues 
they defined for themselves are the virtues we aspire to still.--From publisher description.

The Radicalism of the American Revolution

"Senior co-administrator of the Norcoast Salmon Research Facility, Dr. Mackenzie Connor - Mac to her 
friends and colleagues - was a biologist who had wanted nothing more out of life than to study the 
spawning habits of salmon. But that was before she met Brymn, the first member of the Dhryn race ever 
to set foot on Earth. And it was before Base was attacked, and Mac's friend and fellow scientist Dr. Emily 
Mamani was kidnapped by the mysterious race known as the Ro." "From that moment on everything 
changed for Mac, for Emily, for Brymn, for the human race, and for all the many member races of the 
Interspecies Union." "Now, with the alien Dhryn following an instinct-driven migratory path through the 
inhabited spaceways - bringing about the annihilation of sentient races who have the misfortune to lie 
along the star trail they are following - time is running out not only for the human race but for all life 
forms." "And only Mac and her disparate band of researchers - drawn from many of the races that are 
members of the Interspecies Union - stand any chance of solving the deadly puzzle of the Dhryn and 
the equally enigmatic Ro."--BOOK JACKET.

The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin

“I cannot remember ever reading a work of history and biography that is quite so fluent, so perfectly 
composed and balanced . . .” —The New York Sun “Exceptionally rich perspective on one of the most 
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accomplished, complex, and unpredictable Americans of his own time or any other.” —The Washington 
Post Book World From the most respected chronicler of the early days of the Republic—and winner 
of both the Pulitzer and Bancroft prizes—comes a landmark work that rescues Benjamin Franklin 
from a mythology that has blinded generations of Americans to the man he really was and makes 
sense of aspects of his life and career that would have otherwise remained mysterious. In place of the 
genial polymath, self-improver, and quintessential American, Gordon S. Wood reveals a figure much 
more ambiguous and complex—and much more interesting. Charting the passage of Franklin’s life 
and reputation from relative popular indifference (his death, while the occasion for mass mourning in 
France, was widely ignored in America) to posthumous glory, The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin 
sheds invaluable light on the emergence of our country’s idea of itself.

Power and Liberty

New York Times bestseller and Pulitzer Prize-winning author Gordon S. Wood elucidates the debates 
over the founding documents of the United States. The half century extending from the imperial 
crisis between Britain and its colonies in the 1760s to the early decades of the new republic of the 
United States was the greatest and most creative era of constitutionalism in American history, and 
perhaps in the world. During these decades, Americans explored and debated all aspects of politics 
and constitutionalism--the nature of power, liberty, representation, rights, the division of authority 
between different spheres of government, sovereignty, judicial authority, and written constitutions. 
The results of these issues produced institutions that have lasted for over two centuries. In this 
new book, eminent historian Gordon S. Wood distills a lifetime of work on constitutional innovations 
during the Revolutionary era. In concise form, he illuminates critical events in the nation's founding, 
ranging from the imperial debate that led to the Declaration of Independence to the revolutionary state 
constitution making in 1776 and the creation of the Federal Constitution in 1787. Among other topics, 
he discusses slavery and constitutionalism, the emergence of the judiciary as one of the major tripartite 
institutions of government, the demarcation between public and private, and the formation of states' 
rights. Here is an immensely readable synthesis of the key era in the making of the history of the United 
States, presenting timely insights on the Constitution and the nation's foundational legal and political 
documents.

Founding Fathers

An authoritative, accessible guide to the figures who shaped a nation How did upstart colonists 
solidify the ideas celebrated in the Declaration of Independence and defeat the powerful British 
army? How did thinkers from disparate backgrounds shape a government that transformed modern 
politics? The Founding Fathers explains how, putting valuable information on this historic period at 
your fingertips--straight from one of the most trusted sources of information around the globe. This 
comprehensive guide takes a compelling look at prominent statesmen such as Benjamin Franklin, 
Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine, and George Washington and lesser-known but influential leaders 
such as Samuel Chase, Charles Pinckney, and others. Alphabetized for easy reference, it also offers 
discussions of key issues, including slavery, the separation of powers, the presidency, and Deism 
and Christianity; events, such as the American Revolution, the Whiskey Rebellion, and the Louisiana 
Purchase; and documents, including the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. Every special essay and 
concise entry--from "Abigail Adams" to "George Wythe"--promotes the deeper understanding of the 
personalities, issues, and events that only Encyclop?dia Britannica can provide. The book's balanced, 
fact-based coverage of the Founding Fathers is especially relevant today, when differing interpretations 
of their intent are used in debates over current policies. The Founding Fathers is the ideal resource for 
anyone looking to hone his or her knowledge of the fascinating figures who wrote the first chapter of 
U.S. history.

Power and Liberty

"This book deals with important issues of constitutionalism in the American Revolution. It ranges from 
the imperial debate that led to the Declaration of Independence to the revolutionary state constitution 
making in 1776 and the creation of the Federal Constitution in 1787. It includes a discussion of 
slavery and constitutionalism, the emergence of the judiciary as one of the major tripartite institutions 
of government, and the demarcation between public and private that was a consequence of the 
government"--



The Army Lawyer

One of the half dozen most important books ever written about the American Revolution.--New York 
Times Book Review "During the nearly two decades since its publication, this book has set the pace, 
furnished benchmarks, and afforded targets for many subsequent studies. If ever a work of history 
merited the appellation 'modern classic,' this is surely one.--William and Mary Quarterly "[A] brilliant and 
sweeping interpretation of political culture in the Revolutionary generation.--New England Quarterly 
"This is an admirable, thoughtful, and penetrating study of one of the most important chapters in 
American history.--Wesley Frank Craven

The Creation of the American Republic, 1776-1787

“I cannot remember ever reading a work of history and biography that is quite so fluent, so perfectly 
composed and balanced . . .” —The New York Sun “Exceptionally rich perspective on one of the most 
accomplished, complex, and unpredictable Americans of his own time or any other.” —The Washington 
Post Book World From the most respected chronicler of the early days of the Republic—and winner 
of both the Pulitzer and Bancroft prizes—comes a landmark work that rescues Benjamin Franklin 
from a mythology that has blinded generations of Americans to the man he really was and makes 
sense of aspects of his life and career that would have otherwise remained mysterious. In place of the 
genial polymath, self-improver, and quintessential American, Gordon S. Wood reveals a figure much 
more ambiguous and complex—and much more interesting. Charting the passage of Franklin’s life 
and reputation from relative popular indifference (his death, while the occasion for mass mourning in 
France, was widely ignored in America) to posthumous glory, The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin 
sheds invaluable light on the emergence of our country’s idea of itself.

The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin
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The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the church-state debate as never before. The Far 
Right has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while the Far Left has redoubled its efforts 
to evict religion from public life entirely. Fewer people on the Right seem to respect the church-state 
separation, and fewer people on the Left seem to respect religion itself--still less its free exercise in 
any situation that is not absolutely private. In The Last Freedom, Joseph Viteritti argues that there is a 
basic tension between religion and democracy because religion often rejects compromise as a matter 
of principle while democracy requires compromise to thrive. In this readable, original, and provocative 
book, Viteritti argues that Americans must guard against debasing politics with either antireligious 
bigotry or religious zealotry. Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new approach to the 
church-state question that protects the religious and the secular alike. Challenging much conventional 
opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, that the 
rights of the religious are under greater threat than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious than it does from the secular. He takes up a wide 
range of controversies, including the pledge of allegiance, school prayer, school vouchers, evolution, 
abortion, stem-cell research, gay marriage, and religious displays on public property. A fresh and 
surprising approach to the church-state question, The Last Freedom is squarely aimed at the wide 
center of the public that is frustrated with the extremes of both the Left and the Right.

The Last Freedom

This is the first study in half a century to focus on the election of 1796. At first glance, the first 
presidential contest looks unfamiliar—parties were frowned upon, there was no national vote, and 
the candidates did not even participate (the political mores of the day forbade it). Yet for all that, 
Jeffrey L. Pasley contends, the election of 1796 was “absolutely seminal,” setting the stage for all of 
American politics to follow. Challenging much of the conventional understanding of this election, Pasley 
argues that Federalist and Democratic-Republican were deeply meaningful categories for politicians 
and citizens of the 1790s, even if the names could be inconsistent and the institutional presence 
lacking. He treats the 1796 election as a rough draft of the democratic presidential campaigns that 
came later rather than as the personal squabble depicted by other historians. It set the geographic 
pattern of New England competing with the South at the two extremes of American politics, and it 



established the basic ideological dynamic of a liberal, rights-spreading American left arrayed against 
a conservative, society-protecting right, each with its own competing model of leadership. Rather than 
the inner thoughts and personal lives of the Founders, covered in so many other volumes, Pasley 
focuses on images of Adams and Jefferson created by supporters-and detractors-through the press, 
capturing the way that ordinary citizens in 1796 would have actually experienced candidates they never 
heard speak. Newspaper editors, minor officials, now forgotten congressman, and individual elector 
candidates all take a leading role in the story to show how politics of the day actually worked. Pasley's 
cogent study rescues the election of 1796 from the shadow of 1800 and invites us to rethink how we 
view that campaign and the origins of American politics.

The First Presidential Contest

This volume explores assumptions and frameworks concerning violence, nonviolence, war, conflict, 
and reconciliation, and considers what would be needed in order for people to see nonviolence as a 
viable approach to contemporary problems.

Nonviolence: Critiquing Assumptions, Examining Frameworks

This concise and elegant book reintroduces us to the history that shaped the founding fathers, the 
history that they made, and what history has made of them. It gives the reader a context within which 
to explore the world of the founding fathers and their complex and still-controversial achievements and 
legacies.

The Founding Fathers Reconsidered

Surprisingly, no previous book has ever explored how family life shaped the political careers of Amer-
ica’s great Founding Fathers—men like George Mason, Patrick Henry, George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, and James Madison. In this original and intimate portrait, historian Lorri Glover brings to 
life the vexing, joyful, arduous, and sometimes tragic experiences of the architects of the American 
Republic who, while building a nation, were also raising families. The costs and consequences for 
the families of these Virginia leaders were great, Glover discovers: the Revolution remade family life 
no less than it reinvented political institutions. She describes the colonial households that nurtured 
future revolutionaries, follows the development of political and family values during the revolutionary 
years, and shines new light on the radically transformed world that was inherited by nineteenth-century 
descendants. Beautifully written and replete with fascinating detail, this groundbreaking book is the first 
to introduce us to the founders as fathers.

Founders as Fathers

The preeminent historian of the American Revolution explains why it remains the most significant 
event in our history. More than almost any other nation in the world, the United States began as an 
idea. For this reason, Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Gordon S. Wood believes that the American 
Revolution is the most important event in our history, bar none. Since American identity is so fluid 
and not based on any universally shared heritage, we have had to continually return to our nation's 
founding to understand who we are. In The Idea of America, Wood reflects on the birth of American 
nationhood and explains why the revolution remains so essential. In a series of elegant and illuminating 
essays, Wood explores the ideological origins of the revolution-from ancient Rome to the European 
Enlightenment-and the founders' attempts to forge an American democracy. As Wood reveals, while the 
founders hoped to create a virtuous republic of yeoman farmers and uninterested leaders, they instead 
gave birth to a sprawling, licentious, and materialistic popular democracy. Wood also traces the origins 
of American exceptionalism to this period, revealing how the revolutionary generation, despite living in 
a distant, sparsely populated country, believed itself to be the most enlightened people on earth. The 
revolution gave Americans their messianic sense of purpose-and perhaps our continued propensity 
to promote democracy around the world-because the founders believed their colonial rebellion had 
universal significance for oppressed peoples everywhere. Yet what may seem like audacity in retrospect 
reflected the fact that in the eighteenth century republicanism was a truly radical ideology-as radical as 
Marxism would be in the nineteenth-and one that indeed inspired revolutionaries the world over. Today 
there exists what Wood calls a terrifying gap between us and the founders, such that it requires almost 
an act of imagination to fully recapture their era. Because we now take our democracy for granted, it is 
nearly impossible for us to appreciate how deeply the founders feared their grand experiment in liberty 
could evolve into monarchy or dissolve into licentiousness. Gracefully written and filled with insight, 



The Idea of America helps us to recapture the fears and hopes of the revolutionary generation and its 
attempts to translate those ideals into a working democracy. Lin-Manuel Miranda’s smash Broadway 
musical Hamilton has sparked new interest in the Revolutionary War and the Founding Fathers. In 
addition to Alexander Hamilton, the production also features George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 
James Madison, Aaron Burr, Lafayette, and many more. Look for Gordon's new book, Friends Divided.

The Idea of America

T. H. Breen introduces us to the ordinary men and women who took responsibility for the course of the 
American revolution. Far from the actions of the Continental Congress and the Continental Army, they 
took the reins of power and preserved a political culture based on the rule of law, creating America’s 
political identity in the process.

The Will of the People

Democracy cannot be taken for granted, whether at home or internationally, and eternal vigilance 
(along with civic intelligence) is required to protect it. Approaching Democracy provides students 
with a framework to analyze the structure, process, and action of US government, institutions, 
and social movements. It also invites comparison with other countries. This globalizing perspective 
gives students an understanding of issues of governance and challenges to democracy here and 
elsewhere. At a moment of political hyper-partisanship, economic tensions, media misinformation, 
hyper-partisanship, and anxieties about the future of civil rights, this is the ideal time to introduce 
Approaching Democracy--a textbook based on Vaclav Havel’s powerful metaphor of democracy as 
an ideal and the American experiment as the closest approach to it--to a new generation of political 
science undergraduate students. NEW TO THE TENTH EDITION Updated to reflect the results of the 
2022 midterm elections and explore the implications of Congressional redistricting, voting suppression, 
and voting rights legislation Covers the first two years of the Biden administration and provides a 
thorough retrospective on the Trump presidency—including updates on the January 6 Commission 
findings and the Justice department’s investigation into Trump’s alleged misappropriation of classified 
government documents Presents the developments on the Supreme Court including the appointment 
of its two newest justices and major recent decisions including controversial rulings on reproductive 
health, the separation of church and state, and the environment Explores the revival of NATO and other 
international alliances in the context of the Russian invasion of Ukraine New and updated material 
has also been provided regarding gun control, healthcare, labor rights, immigration, economic policy, 
COVID-19’s lingering impacts, and the ongoing struggle for social and racial justice in America

Approaching Democracy

A New York Times Book Review Notable Book of 2017 From the great historian of the American 
Revolution, New York Times-bestselling and Pulitzer-winning Gordon Wood, comes a majestic dual 
biography of two of America's most enduringly fascinating figures, whose partnership helped birth a 
nation, and whose subsequent falling out did much to fix its course. Thomas Jefferson and John Adams 
could scarcely have come from more different worlds, or been more different in temperament. Jefferson, 
the optimist with enough faith in the innate goodness of his fellow man to be democracy's champion, 
was an aristocratic Southern slaveowner, while Adams, the overachiever from New England's rising 
middling classes, painfully aware he was no aristocrat, was a skeptic about popular rule and a defender 
of a more elitist view of government. They worked closely in the crucible of revolution, crafting the 
Declaration of Independence and leading, with Franklin, the diplomatic effort that brought France into 
the fight. But ultimately, their profound differences would lead to a fundamental crisis, in their friendship 
and in the nation writ large, as they became the figureheads of two entirely new forces, the first 
American political parties. It was a bitter breach, lasting through the presidential administrations of 
both men, and beyond. But late in life, something remarkable happened: these two men were nudged 
into reconciliation. What started as a grudging trickle of correspondence became a great flood, and a 
friendship was rekindled, over the course of hundreds of letters. In their final years they were the last 
surviving founding fathers and cherished their role in this mighty young republic as it approached the 
half century mark in 1826. At last, on the afternoon of July 4th, 50 years to the day after the signing of 
the Declaration, Adams let out a sigh and said, "At least Jefferson still lives." He died soon thereafter. In 
fact, a few hours earlier on that same day, far to the south in his home in Monticello, Jefferson died as 
well. Arguably no relationship in this country's history carries as much freight as that of John Adams of 
Massachusetts and Thomas Jefferson of Virginia. Gordon Wood has more than done justice to these 



entwined lives and their meaning; he has written a magnificent new addition to America's collective 
story.

Friends Divided

Paul Revere's ride to warn the colonial militia of the British march on Lexington and Concord is a 
legendary contribution to the American Revolution. This book reveals another side of this American 
hero's life, that of a transformational entrepreneur instrumental in the industrial revolution. It combines 
a biographical examination of Revere with a study of the new nation's business and technological 
climate. A silversmith prior to the Revolution and heralded for his patriotism during the war, Revere 
aspired to higher social status within the fledgling United States. To that end, he shifted away from 
artisan silversmithing toward larger, more involved manufacturing ventures such as ironworking, bronze 
casting, and copper sheet rolling. The author explores Revere's vibrant career successes and failures, 
social networks, business practices, and the groundbreaking metallurgical technologies he developed 
and employed. Revere's commercial ventures epitomized what Martello terms proto—industrialization, 
a transitional state between craft work and mass manufacture that characterizes the broader, fast -- 
changing landscape of the American economy.

Midnight Ride, Industrial Dawn

A military historian traces the long struggle of American presidents to assert their power over unco-
operative generals. Since World War II, the United States has been engaged in near-constant military 
conflict abroad, often with ill-defined objectives, ineffectual strategy, and uncertain benefits. In this era of 
limited congressional oversight and “wars of choice,” the executive and the armed services have shared 
the primary responsibility for making war. The negotiations between presidents and their generals 
thus grow ever more significant, and understanding them becomes essential. Matthew Moten traces a 
sweeping history of the evolving roles of civilian and military leaders in conducting war, demonstrating 
how war strategy and national security policy shifted as political and military institutions developed, 
and how they were shaped by leaders’ personalities. Early presidents established the principle of 
military subordination to civil government, and from the Civil War to World War II the president’s role 
as commander-in-chief solidified, with an increasingly professionalized military offering its counsel. 
But General Douglas MacArthur’s insubordination to President Harry Truman during the Korean War 
put political-military tensions on public view. Subsequent presidents selected generals who would ally 
themselves with administration priorities. Military commanders in Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan did 
just that—and the results were poorly conceived policy and badly executed strategy. The most effective 
historical collaborations between presidents and their generals were built on mutual respect for military 
expertise and civilian authority, and a willingness to negotiate with candor and competence. Upon 
these foundations, future soldiers and statesmen can ensure effective decision-making in the event 
of war and bring us closer to the possibility of peace. Praise for Presidents and Their Generals “This 
highly readable book, impressive in scope, is a major contribution to understanding the important yet 
often-shifting dynamics of civil-military relations in the U.S.?past, present, and future.” —W. A. Taylor, 
Choice “The author's opinions are precise and witty and based on comprehensive knowledge of his 
subject, as he clearly demonstrates how wars are lost by the arrogant and/or incompetent. A brilliant, 
fascinating picture of how wars badly begun and poorly run can affect an entire country?usually at the 
hands of just a few men.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

Presidents and Their Generals

The present volume critically examines the notion of sovereignty against a backdrop of various 
events drawn primarily – but not exclusively -- from American history. Among the topics discussed 
are: Charter of the Forests, republicanism, sovereignty, democracy, the rule of law, the Philadelphia 
Convention of 1787, the process of ratification, the Supreme Court, corporations, the Federal Reserve, 
the military-industrial complex, the CIA, and some of the decisions of modern American presidents 
ranging from: Eisenhower to Obama. A central theme of the foregoing book concerns the manner in 
which all three branches of government have consistently failed to comply with the guarantee promised 
in Article IV, Section 4 of the Constitution involving a republican form of government in the service of 
the purposes contained in the Preamble. By failing to operate in accordance with the requirements of 
Article IV, Section 4, America has had a very different history than might have occurred if the central 
promise of the Constitution had been honored.



Quest for Sovereignty

‘Educational Horizons' explores the nature of the relationship between education and the reality 
problem from a variety of perspectives. In the process of doing so, a variety of topics that shape, 
orient, and influence the manner in which education is understood and applied are engaged through 
critical reflection. Some of the topics explored during this process of critical reflection are: The life and 
ideas of John Holt; cognitive development; human nature; the construction of social reality; reason; 
several landmark court cases involving the evolution v. creationism debate; Noam Chomsky; Sam 
Harris; propaganda, sovereignty; qualities of a teacher; epistemology; hermeneutical field theory, as 
well as some rather revolutionary ideas concerning education and the Constitution..

Educational Horizons

A study of the work, philosophy, and life of the influential eighteenth-century American writer. This 
concise, thoughtful introduction to the work of Thomas Paine, author of Common Sense and Rights of 
Man, explores the impact of one of the most influential minds of the American and French Revolutions 
and the sources from which his thinking evolved. In Jack Fruchtman Jr.’s helpful interpretation, Paine 
built his argument for radical revolution in 1776 on a study of nature and Providence and a belief 
in natural rights. Men and women owed it to themselves to break the chains of rank, hierarchy, and 
even organized religion in order to live freely, embracing the possibilities of invention, progress, and 
equality that lay ahead. In 1793, at the height of the French Revolution and its secularizing fury, Paine 
reminded readers that it was nature's God who created natural rights. The rights of man thus held out 
both the great potential of freedom and the requirement that human beings be responsible for those 
who were the least fortunate in society. On balance we may think of Paine as a secular preacher for 
the rule of reason. “A compelling portrait of Thomas Paine as a serious, complex, and often surprising 
writer. . . . This is a very useful volume for new students of U.S. political thought, as well as for scholars 
seeking a quick but illuminating overview of Paine’s writings and philosophy.” —Choice “A great way 
for the newcomer to appreciate the range, diversity, and raw power and brilliance of Paine's ideas.” 
—Claremont Review of Books “Fruchtman’s concise analysis is tightly focused. . . . A coherent vision 
of Paine’s work, encompassing his many contradictions.” —Times Literary Supplement (UK)

The Political Philosophy of Thomas Paine

What did liberty mean to the American founding fathers? It was not just about limited government, 
protecting rights, and leaving people free to live their own definition of a good life. It was to be a 
movement toward the highest of human flourishing. A new genus of liberty had taken root here in 
the fresh American soil, and there was a special something—a moral discipline—that was inherent in 
the American character that would allow it to thrive. Above all, real liberty was dependent upon good 
character. The new nation had barely gotten any traction, however, when the founders’ ideal of a liberty 
based upon virtue began to lose its luster. Over time, liberty gradually became more about rights and 
less about the responsibility to be good. Character no longer matters, and we don’t seem to mourn the 
loss

The Free and the Virtuous

The book liberates James Madison from Madisonian Constitutionalism and focuses on Madison's 
treatment of the problem of constitutional imperfection.

James Madison and Constitutional Imperfection

‘The People Amendments’ explores various facets of the history, principles, and philosophies that went 
into forging the United States Constitution. Special attention is paid to the Bill of Rights, in general, 
and the Tenth Amendment, in particular, as important sources of possibility, as well as constraint, 
concerning the meaning and scope of the Constitution. Much of the people’s right to sovereignty has 
been lost through the problematic way in which, among other things, the Tenth Amendment has been 
understood by the judiciary. However, what has been lost can be regained, and this book outlines a 
possible way of regaining the potential for sovereignty that has been lost ... a way that is simultaneously 
peaceful and revolutionary.

The People Amendments



A Companion to John Adams and John Quincy Adams presents a collection of original historiographic 
essays contributed by leading historians that cover diverse aspects of the lives and politics of John and 
John Quincy Adams and their spouses, Abigail and Louisa Catherine. Features contributions from top 
historians and Adams’ scholars Considers sub-topics of interest such as John Adams’ role in the late 
18th-century demise of the Federalists, both Adams’ presidencies and efforts as diplomats, religion, 
and slavery Includes two chapters on Abigail Adams and one on Louisa Adams

A Companion to John Adams and John Quincy Adams

In a grand and immemsely readable synthesis of historical, political, cultural, and economic analysis, 
a prize-winning historian describes the events that made the American Revolution. Gordon S. Wood 
depicts a revolution that was about much more than a break from England, rather it transformed 
an almost feudal society into a democratic one, whose emerging realities sometimes baffled and 
disappointed its founding fathers.

The Radicalism of the American Revolution

In a relatively short time, the American state developed from a weak, highly decentralized confederation 
composed of thirteen former English colonies into the foremost global superpower. This remarkable 
institutional transformation would not have been possible without the revenue raised by a particularly 
efficient system of public finance, first crafted during the Civil War and then resurrected and perfected 
in the early twentieth century. That revenue financed America's participation in two global wars as 
well as the building of a modern system of social welfare programs. Sheldon D. Pollack shows 
how war, revenue, and institutional development are inextricably linked, no less in the United States 
than in Europe and in the developing states of the Third World. He delineates the mechanisms of 
political development and reveals to us the ways in which the United States, too, once was and still 
may be a "developing nation." Without revenue, states cannot maintain political institutions, undergo 
development, or exert sovereignty over their territory. Rulers and their functionaries wield the coercive 
powers of the state to extract that revenue from the population under their control. From this perspective, 
the state is seen as a highly efficient machine for extracting societal revenue that is used by the state 
to sustain itself. War, Revenue, and State Building traces the sources of public revenue available to 
the American state at specific junctures of its history (in particular, during times of war), the revenue 
strategies pursued by its political leaders in response to these factors, and the consequential impact 
of those strategies on the development of the American state.

War, Revenue, and State Building

The Missouri legislature passes a bill to flout federal gun-control laws it deems unconstitutional. Texas 
refuses to recognize same-sex marriages, citing the state's sovereignty. The Tenth Amendment Center 
promotes the “Federal Health Care Nullification Act.” In these and many other similar instances, the 
spirit of nullification is seeing a resurgence in an ever-more politically fragmented and decentralized 
America. What this means—in legal, cultural, and historical terms—is the question explored in Nullifi-
cation and Secession in Modern Constitutional Thought. Bringing together a number of distinguished 
scholars, the book offers a variety of informed perspectives on what editor Sanford Levinson terms 
“neo-nullification,” a category that extends from formal declarations on the invalidity of federal law 
to what might be called “uncooperative federalism.” Mark Tushnet, Mark Graber, James Read, Jared 
Goldstein, Vicki Jackson, and Alison La Croix are among the contributors who consider a strain of 
federalism stretching from the framing of the Constitution to the state of Texas's most recent threat to 
secede from the United States. The authors look at the theory and practice of nullification and secession 
here and abroad, discussing how contemporary advocates use the text and history of the Constitution 
to make their cases, and how very different texts and histories influence such movements outside of 
the United States—in Scotland, for instance, or Catalonia, or Quebec, or even England vis-à-vis the 
European Union. Together these essays provide a nuanced account of the practical and philosophical 
implications of a concept that has marked America's troubled times, from the build-up to the Civil War 
to the struggle over civil rights to battles over the Second Amendment and Obamacare.

Nullification and Secession in Modern Constitutional Thought

George Mason was a short, bookish man who was a friend and neighbor of athletic, broad-shouldered 
George Washington. Unlike Washington, Mason has been virtually forgotton by history. But this new 
biography of forgotten patriot George Mason makes a convincing case that Mason belongs in the 



pantheon of honored Founding Fathers. Trained in the law, Mason was also a farmer, philosopher, 
botanist, and musician. He was one of the architects of the Declaration of Independence, an author of 
the Bill of Rights, and one of the strongest proponents of religious liberty in American history. In fact, 
both Thomas Jefferson and James Madison may have been given undue credit for George Mason's 
own contributions to American democracy.

George Mason

This book is designed to serve as a reliable research companion to students of American government 
as they navigate their undergraduate programs. It is a no-nonsense guide that assists students as they 
develop research questions, explore the literature, make use of Web-base resources, analyze data, 
and present findings.

The Political Science Toolbox

Americans widely believe that the U.S. Constitution was almost wholly created when it was drafted in 
1787 and ratified in 1788. Jonathan Gienapp recovers the unknown story of the Constitution’s second 
creation in the decade after its adoption—a story with explosive implications for current debates over 
constitutional originalism and interpretation.

The Second Creation

This book presents an original historical-legal analysis of the adoption of the Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights. Drawing upon James Madison’s own minutes of the 1787 Convention, it focuses on 
Madison’s crucial role in shaping a bill of rights that would both reserve the states’ powers and confirm 
the implied powers doctrine for the federal government. This comprehensive work is indispensable for 
understanding the origins of the federal system of government and its impact on later developments in 
the United States.

Forging the American Nation, 1787-1791

The history of Louisiana from slavery until the Civil Rights Act of 1964 shows that unique influences 
within the state were responsible for a distinctive political and social culture. In New Orleans, the most 
populous city in the state, this was reflected in the conflict that arose on segregated streetcars that ran 
throughout the crescent city. This study chronologically surveys segregation on the streetcars from the 
antebellum period in which black stereotypes and justification for segregation were formed. It follows the 
political and social motivation for segregation through reconstruction to the integration of the streetcars 
and the white resistance in the 1950s while examining the changing political and social climate that 
evolved over the segregation era. It considers the shifting nature of white supremacy that took hold in 
New Orleans after the Civil War and how this came to be played out daily, in public, on the streetcars. 
The paternalistic nature of white supremacy is considered and how this was gradually replaced with an 
unassailable white supremacist atmosphere that often restricted the actions of whites, as well as blacks, 
and the effect that this had on urban transport. Streetcars became the 'theatres' for black resistance 
throughout the era and this survey considers the symbolic part they played in civil rights up to the 
present day.

From Slavery to Civil Rights

This indispensable history of the Eighth Amendment and the founders' views of capital punishment is 
also a passionate call for the abolition of the death penalty based on the notion of cruel and unusual 
punishment

Cruel & Unusual

We live in an interconnected world in which expressive and religious cultures increasingly commingle 
and collide. In a globalized and digitized era, we need to better understand the relationship between 
the First Amendment to the United States Constitution and international borders. This book focuses 
on the exercise and protection of cross-border and beyond-border expressive and religious liberties, 
and on the First Amendment's relationship to the world beyond US shores. It reveals a cosmopolitan 
First Amendment that protects cross-border conversation, facilitates the global spread of democratic 
principles, recognizes expressive and religious liberties regardless of location, is influential across 
the world, and encourages respectful engagement with the liberty regimes of other nations. The 



Cosmopolitan First Amendment is the product of historical, social, political, technological and legal 
developments. It examines the First Amendment's relationship to foreign travel, immigration, cross-bor-
der communication and association, religious activities that traverse international borders, conflicts 
among foreign and US speech and religious liberty models, and the conduct of international affairs 
and diplomacy.

The Cosmopolitan First Amendment

Ordering America, painting a felicitous portrait of Western civilization, shows that its defining 
ideals--rooted in man �s common human nature, a perception newly substantiated by modern evolu-
tionary psychology--were best fulfilled by realization of the American founding order. Twentieth-century 
progressivism and postmodern multiculturalism detoured America down the way of social construction-
ism--human nature and equality are produced by culture and the state, through groups. The book sets 
a course to revive the Western ideals and return to an opportune center-right American order, applying 
latest scientific insights and restoring individual responsibility and reciprocity under more limited, still 
energetic government befitting our century.

Ordering America
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