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Explore the complex challenges of unsteady statehood in Burkina Faso, a pivotal West African nation 
grappling with persistent political instability. This analysis positions the country within the broader 
context of modern African nations, examining the unique governance issues that shape its trajectory 
in the contemporary world and the region.

Course materials cover topics from beginner to advanced levels.
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Burkina Faso

Poor even by the standards of West Africa and landlocked at the edge of the Sahel, Burkina Faso—the 
“Land of Men of Dignity”—has been plagued by political instability since independence from France 
in 1960. The country has suffered five military coups, the last of which cost the life of the outspoken 
and charismatic leader Thomas Sankara, who had waged war on poverty, corruption, and illiteracy. 
Yet Burkina’s growth was surprisingly strong during the 1980s, as it made the best of its meager 
assets in cotton, gold, and livestock. The country is also fortunate in its relative lack of ethnic conflict, 
and the several religions practiced—Islam, Christianity, and animism— peacefully coexist. Burkina has 
earned mixed reviews on the international stage, however, fighting two wars with Mali and supporting 
Taylor’s rebels in the Liberian civil war. In this textured introduction to Burkina Faso, Pierre Englebert 
highlights the historical and contemporary factors that account for the country’s instability; considers the 
ethnic, religious, and social contours of the Burkinabé polity; examines in depth the country’s economic 
policies and prospects; and analyzes Burkina’s external relations. Looking toward the next millennium, 
he concludes by assessing the chances of the apparent recent drive toward a more democratic system.
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and the several religions practiced—Islam, Christianity, and animism— peacefully coexist. Burkina has 
earned mixed reviews on the international stage, however, fighting two wars with Mali and supporting 
Taylor’s rebels in the Liberian civil war. In this textured introduction to Burkina Faso, Pierre Englebert 
highlights the historical and contemporary factors that account for the country’s instability; considers the 
ethnic, religious, and social contours of the Burkinabé polity; examines in depth the country’s economic 
policies and prospects; and analyzes Burkina’s external relations. Looking toward the next millennium, 
he concludes by assessing the chances of the apparent recent drive toward a more democratic system.

African Film

In African Film: Re-imagining a Continent, Josef Gugler provides an introduction to African cinema 
through an analysis of 15 films made by African filmmakers. These directors set out to re-image Africa; 
their films offer Western viewers the opportunity to re-imagine the continent and its people. As a point 
of comparison, two additional films on Africa--one from Hollywood, the other from apartheid South 
Africa--serve to highlight African directors' altogether different perspectives. Gugler's interpretation 
considers the financial and technical difficulties of African film production, the intended audiences in 
Africa and the West, the constraints on distribution, and the critical reception of the films.

State Legitimacy and Development in Africa

Englebert argues that differences in economic performance both within Africa and across the devel-
oping world can be linked to differences in historical state legitimacy.

Encyclopedia of the Peoples of Africa and the Middle East

Encyclopedia of the Peoples of Africa and the Middle East is a two-volume A-to-Z reference to the 
history and culture of the peoples of Africa and the Middle East.

Historical Dictionary of Modern Coups D’état

“For readers interested in international relations, politics, and global issues.” -Library Journal, Starred 
Review The Historical Dictionary of Modern Coups d’état surveys the history of coups d’état in 
the post-World War II period. The term “modern” in the title therefore demarcates the period since 
January 1946. This book documents over 582 coup attempts that have occurred in 108 different 
countries worldwide over a period of 75 years. Historical Dictionary of Modern Coups d'état contains a 
chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has more than 1,400 
cross-referenced dictionary entries. This book is an excellent resource for students, and researchers.

Africa A to Z: Continental and Country Profiles

The popularity of the first two editions of this book necessitated a third revised and updated version 
to record the many challenges in Africa since the first edition appeared in 1998. Africa is a vast and 
fascinating continent whose population has exceeded the one billion mark. Africa A-Z attempts to 
provide, in a concise manner, the facts for an elementary understanding of the continent and its complex 
problems. The book falls into two main sections; the five chapters on the first main section focus on the 
continent as a whole, dealing with its physical and human diversity, its eventful history and Africans' 
struggle for economic survival. The second main section contains profiles of 58 independent countries, 
ranging from Algeria to Zimbabwe. Presentation of the profiles is uniform, in that the same themes are 
covered in each profile. The data panels with the profiles contain data not provided in the text. The 
maps, appearing throughout the text were produced by AISA's cartography department.

Constructing Democracy in Transitioning Societies of Africa

This book explores the process by which constitutions and democratic institutions are constructed. 
Wing focuses on how innovative constitutional dialogues involving participation, negotiation, and 
recognition of groups previously excluded from political decision-making may be the key to a legitimate 
constitution.

Walford's Guide to Reference Material: Social and historical sciences, philosophy and religion

This new edition of Volume II (last published in 1994) has been extensively expanded and revised in 
all areas. Fully updated, the new edition includes major changes and covers a span of topics from 



archaeology through medieval history to statistics. It includes philosophy, psychology, religion, social 
sciences, geography, biology and history. All areas have been completely updated with additional 
material in economics, business and management.

Current Geographical Publications

Current Geographical Publications (CGP) is a non-profit service to the scholarly community initiated 
in 1938 by the American Geographical Society of New York. Beginning in 2006, the format changed 
to include the tables of contents of current geographical journals. The journal titles listed link to web 
pages or PDF scans of the current issue's contents.

Angola

After more than twenty years of devastating civil war, Angola is slowly moving toward peace and 
reconciliation. In this accessible introduction to one of the most resource-rich countries in Africa, Inge 
Tvedten traces Angola’s turbulent past with a particular focus on the effects of political and economic 
upheaval on the Angolan people. First, Tvedten reviews five centuries of Portuguese colonial rule, which 
drained Angola’s resources through slavery and exploitation. Next, he turns to the postindependence 
period, during which the country became a Cold War staging ground and its attempts to democratize 
collapsed when the rebel movement UNITA (until then supported by the United States) took the 
country back to war after electoral defeat. Tvedten shows how the colonial legacy and decades of 
war turned Angola into one of the ten poorest countries in the world in terms of socioeconomic 
indicators, despite its possessing considerable oil resources, huge hydroelectric potential, vast and 
fertile agricultural lands, and some of Africa’s most productive fishing waters. Finally, Tvedten argues 
that peace and prosperity for Angola are possible, but constructive international support will be crucial 
to its achievement.

Encyclopedia of the Developing World

A RUSA 2007 Outstanding Reference Title The Encyclopedia of the Developing World is a comprehen-
sive work on the historical and current status of developing countries. Containing more than 750 entries, 
the Encyclopedia encompasses primarily the years since 1945 and defines development broadly, ad-
dressing not only economics but also civil society and social progress. Entries cover the most important 
theories and measurements of development; relate historical events, movements, and concepts to 
development both internationally and regionally where applicable; examine the contributions of the 
most important persons and organizations; and detail the progress made within geographic regions 
and by individual countries.

1996

Annually published since 1930, the International bibliography of Historical Sciences (IBOHS) is an 
international bibliography of the most important historical monographs and periodical articles published 
throughout the world, which deal with history from the earliest to the most recent times. The works are 
arranged systematically according to period, region or historical discipline, and within this classification 
alphabetically. The bibliography contains a geographical index and indexes of persons and authors.

Nigeria

In this book, Stephen Wright explores a wide range of issues that have arisen since Nigerian indepen-
dence in 1960 and also seeks to explain the policies and pitfalls of successive military and civilian 
governments. Two key themes underpin and bring focus to the text, namely Nigeria's dual struggles for 
stability and status.

Chad

Chad, the fifth largest country in Africa, has experienced great difficulties politically, economically, and 
socially. During the 1980s and early 1990s, Chad briefly held international attention because of its 
warring with Libya. This situation underlines Chad's potential for drawing its neighbors-Libya, Sudan, 
Cameroon, and Nigeria in particular-a

Modern African Conflicts



An essential resource for students or general readers interested in post-colonial Africa, this encyclo-
pedia provides coverage of different regions, countries, wars, battles, factions, leaders, and foreign 
powers. Armed conflict represents a substantial part of African history since around 1960, yet this 
history is either insufficiently taught or overshadowed by negative stereotypes about African "tribal 
warfare." In an effort to introduce this vital topic to students and general readers alike, this one-volume 
encyclopedia provides concise historical information on conflicts that occurred in postcolonial Africa. 
The entries cover all the regions of Africa (North, West, Central, East, and Southern); the Cold War 
and post–Cold War periods; a range of important leaders; various types of conflicts from civil wars and 
insurgencies to conventional military engagements; involvement of foreign powers; and such themes 
as airpower, women and war, and genocide.

The Oxford Companion to Politics of the World

Discusses international affairs, political institutions and leaders, historical development, and sources 
of political change and conflict throughout the world.

Spaces of Responsibility

Spaces of Responsibility explores the role of ethics in (re)ordering extractive relations under the global 
condition. Through an empirical investigation of actors, places, and ideas in and around Burkina Faso’s 
industrial gold mining sector, this volume carries out an anti-essentialist yet critical examination, offering 
new insights into global mining capitalism. Corporate concession-making practices, the implementation 
of (national) mining legislation, and civil society interventions in mining areas all contribute in different 
ways to the dialectics of the global. Accordingly, the ongoing territorialization of mining investment 
often has considerable impacts on the well-being of populations in the Global South. At the same time, 
multinational corporations today cannot completely distance or isolate themselves from the political, 
economic, and social contexts they are interacting in and with. Drawing on theoretical debates about the 
links between resource extraction and socio-economic development, multi-scalar negotiations of ethics 
in mining governance are ethnographically retraced. In terms of gains and benefits, these negotiations 
manifest themselves spatially, providing access for some actors while excluding others.

New Encyclopedia of Africa

Contains a collection of alphabetically-arranged entries from 'Abd al-Qadir to John Cummings on the 
history, geography, culture, religion and ideologies, wars, and economy of the African nations; and 
includes essays and photographs.

Africa [3 volumes]

These volumes offer a one-stop resource for researching the lives, customs, and cultures of Africa's 
nations and peoples. Unparalleled in its coverage of contemporary customs in all of Africa, this multi-
volume set is perfect for both high school and public library shelves. The three-volume encyclopedia will 
provide readers with an overview of contemporary customs and life in North Africa and sub-Saharan 
Africa through discussions of key concepts and topics that touch everyday life among the nations' 
peoples. While this encyclopedia places emphasis on the customs and cultural practices of each state, 
history, politics, and economics are also addressed. Because entries average 14,000 to 15,000 words 
each, contributors are able to expound more extensively on each country than in similar encyclopedic 
works with shorter entries. As a result, readers will gain a more complete understanding of what life 
is like in Africa's 54 nations and territories, and will be better able to draw cross-cultural comparisons 
based on their reading.

Worldmark Encyclopedia of the Nations: World leaders

Titles of volumes are: V.1 - United Nations; V.2 - Africa; V.3 - Americas, V.4 - Asia & Oceania; V.5 - 
Europe; V.6 - World Leaders.

The British National Bibliography

A guide to the major ethnic groups found in Europe, Africa, Asia and the Pacific, and the Americas that 
includes brief descriptions of each ethnic group, an analysis of the ethnic relations in each region, and 
information on the groups that are indigenous to each nation.



American Book Publishing Record

"In this utterly depressing account of the west African nation's history and politics, scholar and diplomat 
Pham offers a cautionary tale regarding Western intervention in Africa. Colonized by free American 
blacks in the early 19th century, Liberia has long been beset by tensions, not only among its native 
populations but between natives and the descendants of its Western colonizers. But Pham is no 
knee-jerk blame-the-West critic- far from it. As he points out, Western investment, by Firestone and 
other rubber companies, "served as the principal catalyst for Liberia's infrastructure." The author does, 
however, acknowledge that the workers were paid little for the labor that enriched the rubber companies, 
and that tribal chiefs were given a cut for the toil of their villagers. Liberia's worst times have come in 
the past two decades, with rampant corruption and civil war. In Pham's eyes, nation-states have failed, 
in Liberia and elsewhere in Africa, for a variety of reasons: tribal and ethnic tensions and the end of 
the Cold War, which allowed weak states propped up by the superpowers to tumble. Pham argues 
that these states must take responsibility for their own reconstruction and reconstitution as democratic 
nations, without Western intervention, if they are ever to emerge from their current struggle"--from 
Publisher's Weekly, quoted on amazon.com.

Ethnic Groups Worldwide

The Political Handbook of the World provides timely, thorough, and accurate political information, with 
more in-depth coverage of current political controversies than any other reference guide. The updated 
2018-2019 edition will continue to be the most authoritative source for finding complete facts and 
analysis on each country’s governmental and political makeup. Compiling in one place more than 200 
entries on countries and territories throughout the world, this volume is renowned for its extensive 
coverage of all major and minor political parties and groups in each political system. It also provides 
names of key ambassadors and international memberships of each country, plus detailed profiles 
of more than 30 intergovernmental organizations and UN agencies. This comprehensive update will 
include coverage of current events, issues, crises, and controversies from the course of the last two 
years, including: Elections across Europe Referendum in Ireland Rohingya genocide in Myanmar The 
Venezuelan dictatorship The renaming of Swaziland to eSwatini Qatar diplomacy changes Historic 
meeting between the United States and North Korea Establishment of a new governing coalition in 
Liberia

Africa Contemporary Record

Africa today -- Historical background (pre-Colonial period) -- Colonial period -- Coastal West Africa -- 
Central West Africa -- Equatorial West Africa -- Southern Africa -- East African Island nations -- Eastern 
Africa -- South Sahara Africa -- North Africa.

Worldmark Encyclopedia of the Nations

Comprising an extensive overhaul of the original Encyclopedia of the World's Nations, this edition 
provides concise and objective descriptions of the dominant political, economic, social, and cultural 
systems of the countries of the world. It features 193 country-by-country surveys in 40 separate 
categories, as well as tables, charts, and lists that are linked with narrative accounts of each nation's 
peoples, history, government, society, and culture.

Liberia

The Political Handbook of the World by Tom Lansford provides timely, thorough, and accurate political 
information, with more in-depth coverage of current political controversies than any other reference 
guide. The updated 2020-2021 edition will continue to be the most authoritative source for finding 
complete facts and analysis on each country2s governmental and political makeup. Compiling in one 
place more than 200 entries on countries and territories throughout the world, this volume is renowned 
for its extensive coverage of all major and minor political parties and groups in each political system. The 
Political Handbook of the World 2020-2021 also provides names of key ambassadors and international 
memberships of each country, plus detailed profiles of more than 30 intergovernmental organizations 
and UN agencies. And this update will aim to include coverage of current events, issues, crises, and 
controversies from the course of the last two years.

Political Handbook of the World 2018-2019



This book provides a concise and comprehensive description of all of the borders of every country in 
the contemporary world, including physical boundaries, their historical evolution, and border-related 
conflicts with other countries. Nation Shapes: The Story behind the World's Borders examines the 
importance of country boundaries, the disconnects between these borders, related factors such as 
cultures, religions, and economies, and how conflicts over boundaries between neighboring countries 
are articulated. The book is organized geographically and by region of the world: the Americas, Africa, 
Europe, the Middle East, South and Southeast Asia, East and Southeast Asia, and Australia and 
Oceania. It provides comprehensive descriptions of the boundaries of each country in the world, 
the historical evolution of these boundaries, and current and potential future boundary disputes and 
conflicts. While the work contains an entry for each country, the emphasis is on countries of major 
importance in the modern global economy.

Issue paper

Includes Proceedings of the Executive council and List of members, also section "Review of books".

Africa, 2001

A collection of articles that provide information about 201 countries and dependencies, each divided 
into forty or more mini essays that examine geographic, demographic, economic, social, historical, and 
political issues; with one entire volume devoted to a discussion of the United Nations and its role in the 
world.

Encyclopedia of the World's Nations and Cultures: East Timor to Luxembourg

Contains alphabetically arranged entries that describe the physical geography of 207 countries or 
dependencies, each with a relief map, a collection of key facts, an overview of geography and geology, 
discussion of specific geographic features, a look at human population, and a list of further readings.

Political Handbook of the World 2020-2021

This book maps the process and political economy of policy making in Africa. It's focus on trade and 
industrial policy makes it unique and it will appeal to students and academics in economics, political 
economy, political science and African studies. Detailed case studies help the reader to understand 
how the process and motivation behind policy decisions can vary from country to country depending 
on the form of government, ethnicity and nationality and other social factors.

Nation Shapes

Africa
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