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Henry Louis Gates Jr. is a distinguished American literary critic, professor, historian, and filmmaker. As 
the Alphonse Fletcher University Professor and Director of the Hutchins Center for African & African 
American Research at Harvard University, he is renowned for his pioneering work in African American 
studies and his influential television series, 'Finding Your Roots,' which explores the genealogy of 
famous individuals.
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The Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Reader

Educator, writer, critic, intellectual, film-maker-Henry Louis Gates, Jr., has been widely praised as 
being one of America's most prominent and prolific scholars. In what will be an essential volume, The 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Reader collects three decades of writings from his many fields of interest and 
expertise. From his earliest work of literary-historical excavation in 1982, through his current writings 
on the history and science of African American genealogy, the essays collected here follow his path as 
historian, theorist, canon-builder, and cultural critic, revealing a thinker of uncommon breadth whose 
work is uniformly guided by the drive to uncover and restore a history that has for too long been buried 
and denied. An invaluable reference, The Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Reader will be a singular reflection 
of one of our most gifted minds.

Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

This full-length biography explores the multifaceted—and altogether fascinating—life, opinions, and 
accomplishments of African American scholar and writer Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Henry Louis Gates, 
Jr.: A Biography is the first comprehensive volume about a man hailed as one of America's most 
influential scholars. Tracing Gates's life from his West Virginia birth, the book follows him through his 
undergraduate education at Yale and then to Cambridge, where he became the first African American 
to receive a doctorate. His current activities as a Harvard University professor, director of the W.E.B. 
Du Bois Institute for African and African American Research, and editor-in-chief of TheRoot.com, a 
daily, online magazine focusing on issues of interest to the African American community, are explored 
as well. The biography also provides insights into Gates's groundbreaking work as a critic, scholar, and 
author, probing his wide-ranging interests, his many accomplishments, and his invaluable revelations 
about the contributions of African Americans to the nation's literature and history. Most important, the 
book provides readers with a fuller understanding of African American history and literature—and of 
the nature of today's racial politics.
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Book Features: • 24 pages, 7 1D2 inches x 10 inches • Ages 6-10, Grades 1-4 leveled readers, Lexile 
720L • Simple, easy-to-read pages with full-color illustrations • Includes a timeline and extension activity 
• Reading/teaching tips and discussion questions included Leader In Genealogy: In Leaders Like Us: 
Henry Louis Gates Jr., 1st-4th graders learn about the accomplishments of a literary critic, filmmaker, 
historian, and professor that pioneered theories of African/African American literature with genealogy. 
Inspirational: With captivating illustrations that bring Gates’ story to life, readers learn about his early life 
and greatest accomplishments as an important African American leader in genealogy. Build Reading 
Skills: This engaging 24-page children’s book will help students improve comprehension and build 
confidence with discussion questions, a timeline of events, and a fun extension activity. Leveled Books: 
Part of the Leaders Like Us series, the simple, easy-to-read pages and full-color illustrations in this 
kid’s book support comprehension of the story of the inspirational leader and amazing historian. Why 
Rourke Educational Media: Since 1980, Rourke Publishing Company has specialized in publishing 
engaging and diverse non-fiction and fiction books for children in a wide range of subjects that support 
reading success on a level that has no limits.

Henry Louis Gates, Jr

Who are we, and where do we come from? The fundamental drive to answer these questions is at 
the heart of Finding Your Roots, the companion book to the hit PBS documentary series. As scholar 
Henry Louis Gates Jr. clearly demonstrates, the tools of cutting-edge genomics and deep genealogical 
research now allow us to learn more about our roots and look further back in time than ever before. In 
the second season, Gates's investigation takes on the personal and genealogical histories of more than 
twenty luminaries, including Ken Burns, Stephen King, Derek Jeter, Governor Deval Patrick, Valerie 
Jarrett, and Sally Field. As Gates interlaces these moving stories of immigration, assimilation, strife, and 
success, he provides practical information for amateur genealogists just beginning archival research 
on their own families' roots and details the advances in genetic research now available to the public. 
The result is an illuminating exploration of who we are, how we lost track of our roots, and how we can 
find them again.

Finding Your Roots, Season 2

Almost one-hundred years ago, W.E.B. Du Bois proposed the notion of the "talented tenth," an 
African American elite that would serve as leaders and models for the larger black community. In 
this unprecedented collaboration, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and Cornel West--two of Du Bois's most 
prominent intellectual descendants--reassess that relationship and its implications for the future of 
black Americans. If the 1990s are the best of times for the heirs of the Talented Tenth, they are 
unquestionably worse for the growing black underclass. As they examine the origins of this widening 
gulf and propose solutions for it, Gates and West combine memoir and biography, social analysis 
and cultural survey into a book that is incisive and compassionate, cautionary and deeply stirring. 
"Today's most public African American intellectual voices...West and Gates have made a valuable 
contribution."--Julian Bond, Philadelphia Inquirer "Brilliant...a social, cultural and political blueprint...that 
attempts to illumine the future path for blacks and American democracy."--New York Daily News "Henry 
Louis Gates., Jr., and Cornel West are among the most renowned American intellectuals of our 
time."--New York Times Book Review

The Future of the Race

"A fascinating, if disturbing, window onto the origins of racism." --Publishers Weekly "The eigh-
teenth-century essays published for the first time in Who's Black and Why? contain a world of 
ideas--theories, inventions, and fantasies--about what blackness is, and what it means. To read them is 
to witness European intellectuals, in the age of the Atlantic slave trade, struggling, one after another, to 
justify atrocity." --Jill Lepore, author of These Truths: A History of the United States The first translation 
and publication of sixteen submissions to the notorious eighteenth-century Bordeaux essay contest 
on the cause of black skin--an indispensable chronicle of the rise of scientifically based, anti-Black 
racism. In 1739 Bordeaux's Royal Academy of Sciences announced a contest for the best essay on the 
sources of "blackness." What is the physical cause of blackness and African hair, and what is the cause 
of Black degeneration, the contest announcement asked. Sixteen essays, written in French and Latin, 
were ultimately dispatched from all over Europe. The authors ranged from naturalists to physicians, 
theologians to amateur savants. Documented on each page are European ideas about who is Black 
and why. Looming behind these essays is the fact that some four million Africans had been kidnapped 



and shipped across the Atlantic by the time the contest was announced. The essays themselves 
represent a broad range of opinions. Some affirm that Africans had fallen from God's grace; others 
that blackness had resulted from a brutal climate; still others emphasized the anatomical specificity of 
Africans. All the submissions nonetheless circulate around a common theme: the search for a scientific 
understanding of the new concept of race. More important, they provide an indispensable record of the 
Enlightenment-era thinking that normalized the sale and enslavement of Black human beings. These 
never previously published documents survived the centuries tucked away in Bordeaux's municipal 
library. Translated into English and accompanied by a detailed introduction and headnotes written by 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and Andrew Curran, each essay included in this volume lays bare the origins 
of anti-Black racism and colorism in the West.

Who's Black and Why?

Henry Louis Gates Jr., calls himself a "race man" because he writes about African Americans. He 
teaches about their place in American culture and about their contribution to American literature. He is 
also a critic of how American schools teach black history.

Henry Louis Gates, Jr

African American Lives offers up-to-date, authoritative biographies of some 600 noteworthy African 
Americans. These 1,000-3,000 word biographies, selected from over five thousand entries in the 
forthcoming eight-volume African American National Biography, illuminate African-American history 
through the immediacy of individual experience. From Esteban, the earliest known African to set foot 
in North America in 1528, right up to the continuing careers of Venus and Serena Williams, these 
stories of the renowned and the near forgotten give us a new view of American history. Our past 
is revealed from personal perspectives that in turn inspire, move, entertain, and even infuriate the 
reader. Subjects include slaves and abolitionists, writers, politicians, and business people, musicians 
and dancers, artists and athletes, victims of injustice and the lawyers, journalists, and civil rights leaders 
who gave them a voice. Their experiences and accomplishments combine to expose the complexity of 
race as an overriding issue in America's past and present. African American Lives features frequent 
cross-references among related entries, over 300 illustrations, and a general index, supplemented by 
indexes organized by chronology, occupation or area of renown, and winners of particular honors such 
as the Spingarn Medal, Nobel Prize, and Pulitzer Prize.

African American Lives

Shares the family trees and genetic profiles of twelve famous Americans from diverse backgrounds.

Faces of America

As a child, Henry was curious about his family tree. Who was his great-great-grandfather? Why 
were some things about his family unknown? Henry interviewed family members and discovered 
connections. When he grew up, he taught others to do the same! Meet an important leader--Henry 
Louis Gates Jr.

Henry Louis Gates Jr.

This volume of essays examines the forced dispossession caused by the Middle Passage. The book 
analyzes the texts, religious rites, economic exchanges, dance, and music it elicited, both on the 
transatlantic journey and on the American continent. The totality of this collection establishes a broad 
topographical and temporal context for the Passage that extends from the interior of Africa across the 
Atlantic and to the interior of the Americas, and from the beginning of the Passage to the present day.

Black Imagination and the Middle Passage

12.5 million Africans were shipped to the New World during the Middle Passage. While just over 11.0 
million survived the arduous journey, only about 450,000 of them arrived in the United States. The 
rest-over ten and a half million-were taken to the Caribbean and Latin America. This astonishing fact 
changes our entire picture of the history of slavery in the Western hemisphere, and of its lasting 
cultural impact. These millions of Africans created new and vibrant cultures, magnificently compelling 
syntheses of various African, English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish influences. Despite their great 
numbers, the cultural and social worlds that they created remain largely unknown to most Americans, 



except for certain popular, cross-over musical forms. So Henry Louis Gates, Jr. set out on a quest to dis-
cover how Latin Americans of African descent live now, and how the countries of their acknowledge-or 
deny-their African past; how the fact of race and African ancestry play themselves out in the multicultural 
worlds of the Caribbean and Latin America. Starting with the slave experience and extending to the 
present, Gates unveils the history of the African presence in six Latin American countries-Brazil, 
Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Mexico, and Peru-through art, music, cuisine, dance, politics, 
and religion, but also the very palpable presence of anti-black racism that has sometimes sought to 
keep the black cultural presence from view.

Black in Latin America

“Stony the Road presents a bracing alternative to Trump-era white nationalism. . . . In our current politics 
we recognize African-American history—the spot under our country’s rug where the terrorism and 
injustices of white supremacy are habitually swept. Stony the Road lifts the rug." —Nell Irvin Painter, 
New York Times Book Review A profound new rendering of the struggle by African-Americans for 
equality after the Civil War and the violent counter-revolution that resubjugated them, by the bestselling 
author of The Black Church. The abolition of slavery in the aftermath of the Civil War is a familiar story, 
as is the civil rights revolution that transformed the nation after World War II. But the century in between 
remains a mystery: if emancipation sparked "a new birth of freedom" in Lincoln's America, why was 
it necessary to march in Martin Luther King, Jr.'s America? In this new book, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 
one of our leading chroniclers of the African-American experience, seeks to answer that question in 
a history that moves from the Reconstruction Era to the "nadir" of the African-American experience 
under Jim Crow, through to World War I and the Harlem Renaissance. Through his close reading of 
the visual culture of this tragic era, Gates reveals the many faces of Jim Crow and how, together, they 
reinforced a stark color line between white and black Americans. Bringing a lifetime of wisdom to bear 
as a scholar, filmmaker, and public intellectual, Gates uncovers the roots of structural racism in our 
own time, while showing how African Americans after slavery combatted it by articulating a vision of 
a "New Negro" to force the nation to recognize their humanity and unique contributions to America as 
it hurtled toward the modern age. The story Gates tells begins with great hope, with the Emancipation 
Proclamation, Union victory, and the liberation of nearly 4 million enslaved African-Americans. Until 
1877, the federal government, goaded by the activism of Frederick Douglass and many others, tried 
at various turns to sustain their new rights. But the terror unleashed by white paramilitary groups 
in the former Confederacy, combined with deteriorating economic conditions and a loss of Northern 
will, restored "home rule" to the South. The retreat from Reconstruction was followed by one of the 
most violent periods in our history, with thousands of black people murdered or lynched and many 
more afflicted by the degrading impositions of Jim Crow segregation. An essential tour through one 
of America's fundamental historical tragedies, Stony the Road is also a story of heroic resistance, as 
figures such as W. E. B. Du Bois and Ida B. Wells fought to create a counter-narrative, and culture, 
inside the lion's mouth. As sobering as this tale is, it also has within it the inspiration that comes with 
encountering the hopes our ancestors advanced against the longest odds.

Stony the Road

Argues that Black literature cannot be characterized strictly as social realism, and offers a textual 
analysis of works by eighteenth- to twentieth-century Black writers.

Figures in Black

An illustrated, decade-by-decade collection of biological profiles of significant African-Americans, from 
W.E.B. DuBois to Tiger Woods.

The African-American Century

In these stunning portraits of the lives of famous black Americans--Colin Powell, Louis Farrakhan, 
Anatole Royard, Albert Murray and others--the author of "Colored People" and other books reveals 
much about American society today.

Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Black Man

A foundational reckoning with how Black Americans have used the written word to define and redefine 
themselves over the course of the country's history. Distilled over many years from Henry Louis Gates 



Jr's legendary Harvard course in African American Studies, The Black Box: Writing the Race is the story 
of Black self-definition in America through the prism of the writers who have led the way. From Phillis 
Wheatley and Frederick Douglass, W. E. B. Du Bois and Booker T. Washington, to Zora Neale Hurston 
and Richard Wright, James Baldwin and Toni Morrison, these writers used words to create a liveable 
world – a “home” – for Black people destined to live in a bitterly racist society. This is a community 
that defined and transformed itself in defiance of oppression and lies; a collective act of resistance 
and transcendence that is at the heart of its self-definition. Out of that contested ground has flowered 
a resilient, creative, powerful, diverse culture formed by people who have often disagreed markedly 
about what it means to be 'Black', and about how best to shape a usable past out of the materials at 
hand, to call into being a more just and equitable future. This is the epic story of how, through essays 
and speeches, novels, plays and poems, a long line of creative thinkers has unveiled the contours of – 
and resisted confinement in – the black box that this “nation within a nation” has been assigned, from 
its founding to today. It is a book that records the compelling saga of the creation of a people.

The Black Box

The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross is the companion book to the six-part, six-hour docu-
mentary of the same name. The series is the first to air since 1968 that chronicles the full sweep of 500 
years of African American history, from the origins of slavery on the African continent and the arrival 
of the first black conquistador, Juan Garrido, in Florida in 1513, through five centuries of remarkable 
historic events right up to Barack Obama’s second term as president, when the United States still 
remains deeply divided by race and class. The book explores these topics in even more detail than 
possible in the television series, and examines many other fascinating matters as well, guiding readers 
on an engaging journey through the Black Atlantic world—from Africa and Europe to the Caribbean, 
Latin America, and the United States—to shed new light on what it has meant, and means, to be 
an African American. By highlighting the complex internal debates and class differences within the 
black experience in this country, readers will learn that the African American community, which black 
abolitionist Martin R. Delany described as a "nation within a nation," has never been a truly uniform 
entity, and that its members have been debating their differences of opinion and belief from their very 
first days in this country. The road to freedom for black people in America has not been linear; rather, 
much like the course of a river, it has been full of loops and eddies, slowing and occasionally reversing 
current. Ultimately, this book emphasizes the idea that African American history encompasses multiple 
continents and venues, and must be viewed through a transnational perspective to be fully understood.

The African Americans

From an American Book Award-winning author comes a pungent and poignant masterpiece of recol-
lection that ushers readers into a now-vanished "colored" world and extends and deepens our sense 
of African-American history, even as it entrances us with its bravura storytelling.

Colored People

Who are we, and where do we come from? The fundamental drive to answer these questions is at the 
heart of Finding Your Roots, the companion book to the PBS documentary series seen by 30 million 
people. As Harvard scholar Henry Louis Gates Jr. shows us, the tools of cutting-edge genomics and 
deep genealogical research now allow us to learn more about our roots, looking further back in time 
than ever before. Gates's investigations take on the personal and genealogical histories of more than 
twenty luminaries, including United States Congressman John Lewis, actor Robert Downey Jr., CNN 
medical correspondent Sanjay Gupta, President of the "Becoming American Institute" Linda Chavez, 
and comedian Margaret Cho. Interwoven with their moving stories of immigration, assimilation, strife, 
and success, Gates provides practical information for amateur genealogists just beginning archival 
research on their own families' roots, and he details the advances in genetic research now available to 
the public. The result is an illuminating exploration of who we are, how we lost track of our roots, and 
how we can find them again.

Finding Your Roots

The instant New York Times bestseller and companion book to the PBS series. “Absolutely brilliant . 
. . A necessary and moving work.” —Eddie S. Glaude, Jr., author of Begin Again “Engaging. . . . In 
Gates’s telling, the Black church shines bright even as the nation itself moves uncertainly through 
the gloaming, seeking justice on earth—as it is in heaven.” —Jon Meacham, New York Times Book 



Review From the New York Times bestselling author of Stony the Road and The Black Box, and one 
of our most important voices on the African American experience, comes a powerful new history of 
the Black church as a foundation of Black life and a driving force in the larger freedom struggle in 
America. For the young Henry Louis Gates, Jr., growing up in a small, residentially segregated West 
Virginia town, the church was a center of gravity—an intimate place where voices rose up in song and 
neighbors gathered to celebrate life's blessings and offer comfort amid its trials and tribulations. In this 
tender and expansive reckoning with the meaning of the Black Church in America, Gates takes us on 
a journey spanning more than five centuries, from the intersection of Christianity and the transatlantic 
slave trade to today’s political landscape. At road’s end, and after Gates’s distinctive meditation on the 
churches of his childhood, we emerge with a new understanding of the importance of African American 
religion to the larger national narrative—as a center of resistance to slavery and white supremacy, as a 
magnet for political mobilization, as an incubator of musical and oratorical talent that would transform 
the culture, and as a crucible for working through the Black community’s most critical personal and 
social issues. In a country that has historically afforded its citizens from the African diaspora tragically 
few safe spaces, the Black Church has always been more than a sanctuary. This fact was never lost on 
white supremacists: from the earliest days of slavery, when enslaved people were allowed to worship 
at all, their meetinghouses were subject to surveillance and destruction. Long after slavery’s formal 
eradication, church burnings and bombings by anti-Black racists continued, a hallmark of the violent 
effort to suppress the African American struggle for equality. The past often isn’t even past—Dylann 
Roof committed his slaughter in the Mother Emanuel AME Church 193 years after it was first burned 
down by white citizens of Charleston, South Carolina, following a thwarted slave rebellion. But as Gates 
brilliantly shows, the Black church has never been only one thing. Its story lies at the heart of the Black 
political struggle, and it has produced many of the Black community’s most notable leaders. At the 
same time, some churches and denominations have eschewed political engagement and exemplified 
practices of exclusion and intolerance that have caused polarization and pain. Those tensions remain 
today, as a rising generation demands freedom and dignity for all within and beyond their communities, 
regardless of race, sex, or gender. Still, as a source of faith and refuge, spiritual sustenance and struggle 
against society’s darkest forces, the Black Church has been central, as this enthralling history makes 
vividly clear.

The Black Church

Winner • NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Literary Work (Fiction) Winner • Anne Izard Storytellers’ 
Choice Award Holiday Gift Guide Selection • Indiewire, San Francisco Chronicle, and Minneapolis 
Star-Tribune These nearly 150 African American folktales animate our past and reclaim a lost cultural 
legacy to redefine American literature. Drawing from the great folklorists of the past while expanding 
African American lore with dozens of tales rarely seen before, The Annotated African American 
Folktales revolutionizes the canon like no other volume. Following in the tradition of such classics as 
Arthur Huff Fauset’s “Negro Folk Tales from the South” (1927), Zora Neale Hurston’s Mules and Men 
(1935), and Virginia Hamilton’s The People Could Fly (1985), acclaimed scholars Henry Louis Gates Jr. 
and Maria Tatar assemble a groundbreaking collection of folktales, myths, and legends that revitalizes 
a vibrant African American past to produce the most comprehensive and ambitious collection of African 
American folktales ever published in American literary history. Arguing for the value of these deceptively 
simple stories as part of a sophisticated, complex, and heterogeneous cultural heritage, Gates and 
Tatar show how these remarkable stories deserve a place alongside the classic works of African 
American literature, and American literature more broadly. Opening with two introductory essays and 
twenty seminal African tales as historical background, Gates and Tatar present nearly 150 African 
American stories, among them familiar Brer Rabbit classics, but also stories like “The Talking Skull” 
and “Witches Who Ride,” as well as out-of-print tales from the 1890s’ Southern Workman. Beginning 
with the figure of Anansi, the African trickster, master of improvisation—a spider who plots and weaves 
in scandalous ways—The Annotated African American Folktales then goes on to draw Caribbean 
and Creole tales into the orbit of the folkloric canon. It retrieves stories not seen since the Harlem 
Renaissance and brings back archival tales of “Negro folklore” that Booker T. Washington proclaimed 
had emanated from a “grapevine” that existed even before the American Revolution, stories brought 
over by slaves who had survived the Middle Passage. Furthermore, Gates and Tatar’s volume not only 
defines a new canon but reveals how these folktales were hijacked and misappropriated in previous 
incarnations, egregiously by Joel Chandler Harris, a Southern newspaperman, as well as by Walt 
Disney, who cannibalized and capitalized on Harris’s volumes by creating cartoon characters drawn 
from this African American lore. Presenting these tales with illuminating annotations and hundreds 



of revelatory illustrations, The Annotated African American Folktales reminds us that stories not only 
move, entertain, and instruct but, more fundamentally, inspire and keep hope alive. The Annotated 
African American Folktales includes: Introductory essays, nearly 150 African American stories, and 20 
seminal African tales as historical background The familiar Brer Rabbit classics, as well as news-making 
vernacular tales from the 1890s’ Southern Workman An entire section of Caribbean and Latin American 
folktales that finally become incorporated into the canon Approximately 200 full-color, museum-quality 
images

The Annotated African American Folktales (The Annotated Books)

ABOUT THE BOOK Life Upon These Shores tells the story of the evolution of life for African-American 
people in America, starting with the first known Africans to land in the New World in 1513 and concluding 
with the election of President Barack Obama in 2008. In creating this book Gates and his assistants 
meticulously combed through over 400 years worth of documents and artifacts. Gates particularly 
wanted to include as much information as he could about some of the lesser known figures of African 
American history, in order to tell as accurate and wide-sweeping a story as possible. Life Upon These 
Shores contains many stories of significant black women and men who worked hard to improve life 
for themselves and for black people everywhere, but are not necessarily remembered in most history 
books. The book is also filled with hundreds of pictures of these people, their achievements, and the 
frequent tragic results of racist antagonism. MEET THE AUTHOR Alexandra Townsend is a recent 
graduate of the University of Vermont. She enjoys learning and writing about feminism, LGBT stuff, 
comic books, fairy tales, and tons of other things. EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK Life Upon These 
Shores begins by discussing the origins of slavery and the scant accounts we have of the first black 
people to ever arrive in the Americas. Gates then delves into the evolution of the slave trade, its causes, 
structure, and alternative labor systems that were first considered. The lives of the occasional free 
blacks are compared with those of slaves and examples are given from both categories of people 
who were able to achieve amazing things despite the racism they faced. Gates explains the important 
role that African Americans had during the Revolutionary War, as many of them fought on both sides 
despite still being enslaved. This conflict became part of a larger fight for liberty after the war as African 
Americans and white abolitionists throughout the country worked tirelessly for nearly a century to try 
and gain freedom for black people. This fight for justice eventually led to the Civil War. Unfortunately, 
although the conclusion of the war gave freedom to all African Americans and the right to vote to black 
men, black people still found that their rights were frequently denied and infringed upon. Lynch mobs 
became common, particularly in the South and few black people could hope to achieve prosperous 
lives. This led to a long, hard struggle to fight against the evils of racism and the increasingly common 
segregation policies that were being established around the country. CHAPTER OUTLINE Quicklet on 
Henry Louis Gates Jr.'s Life Upon These Shores: Looking at African American History, 1513-2008 + 
About the Book + About the Author + Overall Summary + Analysis & Discussion by Section + ...and 
much more Henry Louis Gates Jr.’s Life Upon These Shores: Looking at African American History, 
1513-2008

Quicklet on Henry Louis Gates Jr.'s Life Upon These Shores: Looking at African American History, 
1513-2008

"This is a book of stories," writes Henry Louis Gates, "and all might be described as 'narratives of 
ascent.'" As some remarkable men talk about their lives, many perspectives on race and gender 
emerge. For the notion of the unitary black man, Gates argues, is as imaginary as the creature that 
the poet Wallace Stevens conjured in his poem "Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird." James 
Baldwin, Colin Powell, Harry Belafonte, Bill T. Jones, Louis Farrakhan, Anatole Broyard, Albert Murray 
-- all these men came from modest circumstances and all achieved preeminence. They are people, 
Gates writes, "who have shaped the world as much as they were shaped by it, who gave as good as 
they got." Three are writers -- James Baldwin, who was once regarded as the intellectual spokesman 
for the black community; Anatole Broyard, who chose to hide his black heritage so as to be seen as a 
writer on his own terms; and Albert Murray, who rose to the pinnacle of literary criticism. There is the 
general-turned-political-figure Colin Powell, who discusses his interactions with three United States 
presidents; there is Harry Belafonte, the entertainer whose career has been distinct from his fervent 
activism; there is Bill T. Jones, dancer and choreographer, whose fierce courage and creativity have 
continued in the shadow of AIDS; and there is Louis Farrakhan, the controversial religious leader. These 
men and others speak of their lives with candor and intimacy, and what emerges from this portfolio of 



influential men is a strikingly varied and profound set of ideas about what it means to be a black man 
in America today.

Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Black Man

In 1773, the slave Phillis Wheatley literally wrote her way to freedom. The first person of African descent 
to publish a book of poems in English, she was emancipated by her owners in recognition of her 
literary achievement. For a time, Wheatley was the most famous black woman in the West. But Thomas 
Jefferson, unlike his contemporaries Ben Franklin and George Washington, refused to acknowledge 
her gifts as a writer -- a repudiation that eventually inspired generations of black writers to build an 
extraordinary body of literature in their efforts to prove him wrong. In The Trials of Phillis Wheatley, 
Henry Louis Gates Jr. explores the pivotal roles that Wheatley and Jefferson played in shaping the black 
literary tradition. Writing with all the lyricism and critical skill that place him at the forefront of American 
letters, Gates brings to life the characters, debates, and controversy that surrounded Wheatley in her 
day and ours.

The Trials of Phillis Wheatley

More than thirty-five years after the death of Martin Luther King, Jr., Americans wonder just how much 
of his dream has come true. Now renowned scholar and New York Times bestselling author Professor 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., examines the surprising social and economic journey African Americans have 
made since the civil rights era. Using the interviews he conducted for his groundbreaking PBS series, 
Professor Gates introduces us to forty-four individuals from every segment of the African-American 
community-from Maya Angelou and Morgan Freeman to convict "Eric Edwards" and a single mother 
on Chicago's South Side. In their own candid, deeply felt words, each discusses what it means to be 
African American in the twenty-first century: the joys, the problems, the perils. Together, they reveal a 
community united by memory and culture yet divided by wealth and lack of opportunity...in an America 
still struggling to ensure true equality for all.

Colored People

The readable companion, in the oral-history tradition of Studs Terkel, to the PBS documentary series, 
peeking behind the veil "that still, far too often, separates black America from white." Renowned scholar 
and New York Times bestselling author Gates delivers a stirring and authoritative companion to the 
major new PBS documentary America Behind the Color Line. The book includes thought-provoking 
essays from Colin Powell, Morgan Freeman, Russell Simmons, Vernon Jordan, Alicia Keys, Bernie 
Mac, and Quincy Jones.

America Behind The Color Line

Finding Oprah’s Roots will not only endow readers with a new appreciation for the key contributions 
made by history’s unsung but also equip them with the tools to connect to pivotal figures in their own 
past. A roadmap through the intricacies of public documents and online databases, the book also 
highlights genetic testing resources that can make it possible to know one’s distant tribal roots in Africa. 
For Oprah, the path back to the past was emotion-filled and profoundly illuminating, connecting the 
narrative of her family to the larger American narrative and “anchoring” her in a way not previously 
possible. For the reader, Finding Oprah’s Roots offers the possibility of an equally rewarding experience.

America Behind The Color Line

Unlike most white Americans who, if they are so inclined, can search their ancestral records, identifying 
who among their forebears was the first to set foot on this country’s shores, most African Americans, 
in tracing their family’s past, encounter a series of daunting obstacles. Slavery was a brutally efficient 
nullifier of identity, willfully denying black men and women even their names. Yet, from that legacy of 
slavery, there have sprung generations who’ve struggled, thrived, and lived extraordinary lives. For 
too long, African Americans’ family trees have been barren of branches, but, very recently, advanced 
genetic testing techniques, combined with archival research, have begun to fill in the gaps. Here, 
scholar Henry Louis Gates, Jr., backed by an elite team of geneticists and researchers, takes nineteen 
extraordinary African Americans on a once unimaginable journey, tracing family sagas through U.S. 
history and back to Africa. Those whose recovered pasts collectively form an African American 
“people’s history” of the United States include celebrities such as Oprah Winfrey, Whoopi Goldberg, 



Chris Rock, Don Cheadle, Chris Tucker, Morgan Freeman, Tina Turner, and Quincy Jones; writers such 
as Maya Angelou and Bliss Broyard; leading thinkers such as Harvard divinity professor Peter Gomes, 
the Reverend T. D. Jakes, neurosurgeon Ben Carson, and sociologist Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot; and 
famous achievers such as astronaut Mae Jemison, media personality Tom Joyner, decathlete Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee, and Ebony and Jet publisher Linda Johnson Rice. More than a work of history, In Search 
of Our Roots is a book of revelatory importance that, for the first time, brings to light the lives of ordinary 
men and women who, by courageous example, blazed a path for their famous descendants. For a 
reader, there is the stirring pleasure of witnessing long-forgotten struggles and triumphs–but there’s an 
enduring reward as well. In accompanying the nineteen contemporary achievers on their journey into 
the past and meeting their remarkable forebears, we come to know ourselves.

Finding Oprah's Roots

The first edition of Joel Augustus Rogers’s now legendary 100 Amazing Facts About the Negro with 
Complete Proof, published in 1934, was billed as “A Negro ‘Believe It or Not.’” Rogers’s little book 
was priceless because he was delivering enlightenment and pride, steeped in historical research, 
to a people too long starved on the lie that they were worth nothing. For African Americans of the 
Jim Crow era, Rogers’s was their first black history teacher. But Rogers was not always shy about 
embellishing the “facts” and minimizing ambiguity; neither was he above shock journalism now and then. 
With élan and erudition—and with winning enthusiasm—Henry Louis Gates, Jr. gives us a corrective 
yet loving homage to Roger’s work. Relying on the latest scholarship, Gates leads us on a romp 
through African, diasporic, and African-American history in question-and-answer format. Among the 
one hundred questions: Who were Africa’s first ambassadors to Europe? Who was the first black 
president in North America? Did Lincoln really free the slaves? Who was history’s wealthiest person? 
What percentage of white Americans have recent African ancestry? Why did free black people living 
in the South before the end of the Civil War stay there? Who was the first black head of state in 
modern Western history? Where was the first Underground Railroad? Who was the first black American 
woman to be a self-made millionaire? Which black man made many of our favorite household products 
better? Here is a surprising, inspiring, sometimes boldly mischievous—all the while highly instructive 
and entertaining—compendium of historical curiosities intended to illuminate the sheer complexity and 
diversity of being “Negro” in the world. (With full-color illustrations throughout.)

In Search of Our Roots

Now the major motion picture that won the 2014 Academy Award for Best Picture, starring Chiwetel 
Ejiofor, Michael Fassbender, and Lupita Nyong’o, and directed by Steve McQueen Perhaps the best 
written of all the slave narratives, Twelve Years a Slave is a harrowing memoir about one of the darkest 
periods in American history. It recounts how Solomon Northup, born a free man in New York, was lured 
to Washington, D.C., in 1841 with the promise of fast money, then drugged and beaten and sold into 
slavery. He spent the next twelve years of his life in captivity on a Louisiana cotton plantation. After 
his rescue, Northup published this exceptionally vivid and detailed account of slave life. It became 
an immediate bestseller and today is recognized for its unusual insight and eloquence as one of the 
very few portraits of American slavery produced by someone as educated as Solomon Northup, or 
by someone with the dual perspective of having been both a free man and a slave. For more than 
seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking 
world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works 
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative 
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as 
well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

100 Amazing Facts About the Negro

The distinguished scholar examines the origins and history of African-American ancestry as he profiles 
nineteen noted African Americans and illuminates their individual family sagas throughout U.S. history.

100 Amazing Facts About the Negro

Hailed in The New York Times Book Review as "eclectic, exciting, convincing, provocative" and in The 
Washington Post Book World as "brilliantly original," Henry Louis Gates, Jr.'s The Signifying Monkey 
is a groundbreaking work that illuminates the relationship between the African and African-American 
vernacular traditions and black literature. It elaborates a new critical approach located within this 



tradition that allows the black voice to speak for itself. Examining the ancient poetry and myths found 
in African, Latin American, and Caribbean culture, Gates uncovers a unique system for interpretation 
and a powerful vernacular tradition that black slaves brought with them to the New World. Exploring the 
process of signification in black American life and literature by analyzing the transmission and revision 
of various signifying figures, Gates provides an extended analysis of what he calls the "Talking Book," a 
central trope in early slave narratives that virtually defines the tradition of black American letters. Gates 
uses this critical framework to examine several major works of African-American literature--including 
Zora Neale Hurston's Their Eyes Were Watching God, Ralph Ellison's Invisible Man, and Ishmael 
Reed's Mumbo Jumbo--revealing how these works signify on the black tradition and on each other. 
This superb 25th-Anniversary Edition features a new preface by Gates that reflects on the impact of 
the book and its relevance for today's society as well as a new afterword written by noted critic W. T. J. 
Mitchell.

Twelve Years a Slave

The distinguished scholar examines the origins and history of African-American ancestry as he profiles 
nineteen noted African Americans and illuminates their individual family sagas throughout U.S. history.

In Search of Our Roots

Multiculturalism. It has been the subject of cover stories in Time and Newsweek, as well as numerous 
articles in newspapers and magazines around America. It has sparked heated jeremiads by George 
Will, Dinesh D'Sousa, and Roger Kimball. It moved William F. Buckley to rail against Stanley Fish and 
Catherine Stimpson on "Firing Line." It is arguably the most hotly debated topic in America today--and 
justly so. For whether one speaks of tensions between Hasidim and African-Americans in Crown 
Heights, or violent mass protests against Moscow in ethnic republics such as Armenia, or outright 
war between Serbs and Bosnians in the former Yugoslavia, it is clear that the clash of cultures is 
a worldwide problem, deeply felt, passionately expressed, always on the verge of violent explosion. 
Problems of this magnitude inevitably frame the discussion of "multiculturalism" and "cultural diversity" 
in the American classroom as well. In Loose Canons, one of America's leading literary and cultural 
critics, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., offers a broad, illuminating look at this highly contentious issue. Gates 
agrees that our world is deeply divided by nationalism, racism, and sexism, and argues that the only way 
to transcend these divisions--to forge a civic culture that respects both differences and similarities--is 
through education that respects both the diversity and commonalities of human culture. His is a plea for 
cultural and intercultural understanding. (You can't understand the world, he observes, if you exclude 
90 percent of the world's cultural heritage.) We feel his ideas most strongly voiced in the concluding 
essay in the volume, "Trading on the Margin." Avoiding the stridency of both the Right and the Left, 
Gates concludes that the society we have made simply won't survive without the values of tolerance, 
and cultural tolerance comes to nothing without cultural understanding. Henry Louis Gates is one of 
the most visible and outspoken figures on the academic scene, the subject of a cover story in The 
New York Times Sunday Magazine and a major profile in The Boston Globe, and a much sought-after 
commentator. And as one of America's foremost advocates of African-American Studies (he is head of 
the department at Harvard), he has reflected upon the varied meanings of multiculturalism throughout 
his professional career, long before it became a national controversy. What we find in these pages, then, 
is the fruit of years of reflection on culture, racism, and the "American identity," and a deep commitment 
to broadening the literary and cultural horizons of all Americans.

Dictionary Global Culture

Shortly after noon on Tuesday, July 16, 2009, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., MacArthur Fellow and Harvard 
professor, was mistakenly arrested by Cambridge police sergeant James Crowley for attempting 
to break into his own home. The ensuing media firestorm ignited debate across the country. The 
Crowley-Gates incident was a clash of absolutes, underscoring the tension between black and white, 
police and civilians, and the privileged and less privileged in modern America. Charles Ogletree, one 
of the country's foremost experts on civil rights, uses this incident as a lens through which to explore 
issues of race, class, and crime, with the goal of creating a more just legal system for all. Working from 
years of research and based on his own classes and experiences with law enforcement, the author 
illuminates the steps needed to embark on the long journey toward racial and legal equality for all 
Americans.



The Signifying Monkey

In Search of Our Roots
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