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Delve into the pivotal historical period detailing the rise of Nazi Germany and the establishment of the 
Third Reich. This critical era saw Adolf Hitler's power consolidate, marking the decisive downfall of the 
Weimar Republic amidst economic despair and political instability, ultimately laying the groundwork for 
the origins of World War II.
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The Coming of the Third Reich

Richard Evans' brilliant book unfolds perhaps the single most important story of the 20th century: 
how a stable and modern country in less than a single lifetime led Europe into moral, physical and 
cultural ruin and despair. A terrible story not least because there were so many other ways in which 
Germany's history could have been played out. With authority, skill and compassion, Evans recreates a 
country torn apart by overwhelming economic, political and social blows: the First World War, Versailles, 
hyperinflation and the Great Depression. One by one these blows ruined or pushed aside almost 
everything admirable about Germany, leaving the way clear for a truly horrifying ideology to take 
command.

The Coming of the Third Reich

"Brilliant.” —Washington Post "The clearest and most gripping account I've read of German life before 
and during the rise of the Nazis." —A. S Byatt, Times Literary Supplement “The generalist reader, it 
should be emphasized, is well served. . . . The book reads briskly, covers all important areas—social and 
cultural—and succeeds in its aim of giving “voice to the people who lived through the years with which 
it deals.” —Denver Post There is no story in twentieth-century history more important to understand 
than Hitler’s rise to power and the collapse of civilization in Nazi Germany. With The Coming of the 
Third Reich, Richard Evans, one of the world’s most distinguished historians, has written the definitive 
account for our time. A masterful synthesis of a vast body of scholarly work integrated with important 
new research and interpretations, Evans’s history restores drama and contingency to the rise to power 
of Hitler and the Nazis, even as it shows how ready Germany was by the early 1930s for such a takeover 
to occur. The Coming of the Third Reich is a masterwork of the historian’s art and the book by which 
all others on the subject will be judged.
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A history of Adolf Hitler's rise to power and the collapse of democracy in Nazi Germany explains why 
Nazism's ideology of hatred flourished in a country embittered by military defeat and economic disaster 
following World War I.

The Coming of the Third Reich

Publisher description: From one of the world's most distinguished historians, a magisterial new reckon-
ing with Hitler's rise to power and the collapse of civilization in Nazi Germany. In 1900 Germany was the 
most progressive and dynamic nation in Europe, the only country whose rapid technological and social 
growth and change challenged that of the United States. Its political culture was less authoritarian than 
Russia's and less anti-Semitic than France's; representative institutions were thriving, and competing 
political parties and elections were a central part of life. How then can we explain the fact that in little 
more than a generation this stable modern country would be in the hands of a violent, racist, extremist 
political movement that would lead it and all of Europe into utter moral, physical, and cultural ruin? There 
is no story in twentieth-century history more important to understand, and Richard Evans has written 
the definitive account for our time. A masterful synthesis of a vast body of scholarly work integrated 
with important new research and interpretations, Evans's history restores drama and contingency to 
the rise to power of Hitler and the Nazis, even as he shows how ready Germany was by the early 
1930s for such a takeover to occur. With many people angry and embittered by military defeat and 
economic ruin; a state undermined by a civil service, an army, and a law enforcement system deeply 
alienated from the democratic order introduced in 1918; beset by the growing extremism of voters prey 
to panic about the increasing popularity of communism; home to a tiny but quite successful Jewish 
community subject to widespread suspicion and resentment, Germany proved to be fertile ground in 
which Nazism's ideology of hatred could take root. The first book of what will ultimately be a complete 
three-volume history of Nazi Germany, The Coming of the Third Reich is a masterwork of the historian's 
art and the book by which all others on this subject will be judged.

The Third Reich in Power, 1933 - 1939

The Third Reich in Power examines how it was possible for a group of ideological obsessive to remould 
a society famous for its sophistication and complexity into a one-party state directed at war and race 
hate. Richard J. Evans shows how the Nazis won over the hearts and minds of German citizens, twisted 
science, religion and culture, and transformed the economy, education, law and order to achieve total 
dominance in German politics and society. Drawing on an extraordinary range of research, blending 
narrative, description and analysis he creates a picture of a dictatorship consumed by visceral hatreds 
and ambitions and driven by war.

The Third Reich at War, 1939-1945

The final volume in Evans's trilogy on the history of Nazi Germany traces the rise and fall of German 
military might, the mobilization of a people's community to serve a war of conquest, and Hitler's 
campaign of racial subjugation and genocide.

The Third Reich at War

The final book in his acclaimed trilogy on the rise and fall of Nazi Germany, Richard J. Evans's The Third 
Reich at War: How the Nazis Led Germany from Conquest to Disaster shows how Germany rushed 
headlong into destroying itself, shattering an entire continent. In 1939 Hitler mobilized Germany into 
all-out war. Richard Evans's astonishing, acclaimed history conjures up a whole society plunged into 
conflict - from generals and front-line soldiers to Hitler Youth activists and middle-class housewives - 
tracing events from the invasion of Poland and the Battle of Stalingrad to Hitler's plans for genocide 
and his eventual suicide. 'Masterly ... will surely be the standard history for many years to come ... 
This is a warning for the future, as much as a judgement on the past' ;Richard Overy, Daily Telegraph 
'We all know how the story ends ... but Richard Evans brings it masterfully home ... magnificent';Peter 
Preston, Observer 'A chilling, brilliant read' Dominic Sandbrook, Sunday Telegraph Books of the Year 
'It is hard to do justice to the humanity and scholarly range of The Third Reich at War ... triumphant 
... a masterful historical narrative and the most comprehensive account of Nazi Germany' Nicholas 
Stargardt, The Times Literary Supplement 'It gives the reader persuasive answers to questions asked 
for so long, that will continue to be asked, about this most violent and inexplicable of regimes' Mark 
Mazower, Guardian Sir Richard J. Evans is Professor of Modern History at Cambridge University. His 



previous books include In Defence of History, Telling Lies about Hitler and the companions to this title, 
The Coming of the Third Reich and The Third Reich in Power.

The Third Reich in History and Memory

In this fascinating and enlightening collection of essays, one of the most important historians of our time 
reflects on the ways our understanding of Nazi Germany have been transformed in the twenty-first 
century. Richard Evans examines new historical perspectives on the Third Reich, such as showing 
how it is increasingly viewed in a broader international - even global - context, as part of the age 
of imperialism. He investigates how Nazi policies in Europe drew on Hitler's image of the American 
colonisation of the Great Plains, how companies like Volkswagen and Krupp operated on a global 
scale and - perhaps most controversial of all - how historians have come to see the Holocaust not as a 
unique historical event but as a genocide with parallels and similarities in other countries and at other 
times. THE THIRD REICH IN HISTORY AND MEMORY explores how these new perspectives have 
brought dividends, but also offers a critical perspective on the ways they are changing our perception 
of the period. THE THIRD REICH IN HISTORY AND MEMORY, in Richard Evans' characteristically 
compelling style, shows us that memory has to be subjected to the close scrutiny of history if it is to 
stand up to examination, while history's implications for collective cultural memories of Nazism must 
be spelled out with precision as well as with passion.

Summary of Richard Evans's The Coming of the Third Reich

Get the Summary of Richard Evans's The Coming of the Third Reich in 20 minutes. Please note: This 
is a summary & not the original book. Otto von Bismarck's governance, marked by suppression of 
liberal ideologies and militarization, laid the groundwork for the Third Reich by fostering authoritarianism 
and nationalism. The ineffective Anti-Socialist Law paradoxically strengthened the Social Democratic 
Party, making it a significant political force. Germany's late colonial ambitions and Kaiser Wilhelm II's 
aggressive foreign policy further fueled nationalism and antisemitism, setting the stage for the rise of 
radical ideologies...

The Third Reich in Power

“[Evans's] three-volume history . . . is shaping up to be a masterpiece. Fluidly narrated, tightly organized 
and comprehensive.” —William Grimes, The New York Times The definitive account of Germany's 
malign transformation under Hitler's total rule and the implacable march to war This magnificent second 
volume of Richard J. Evans's three-volume history of Nazi Germany was hailed by Benjamin Schwartz 
of the Atlantic Monthly as "the definitive English-language account... gripping and precise." It chronicles 
the incredible story of Germany's radical reshaping under Nazi rule. As those who were deemed 
unworthy to be counted among the German people were dealt with in increasingly brutal terms, Hitler's 
drive to prepare Germany for the war that he saw as its destiny reached its fateful hour in September 
1939. The Third Reich in Power is the fullest and most authoritative account yet written of how, in six 
years, Germany was brought to the edge of that terrible abyss.

The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich

History of Nazi Germany.

Coming Home to the Third Reich

During the 1930s, Germany's industrialization, rearmament and economic plans taxed the existing 
manpower, forcing the country to explore new ways of acquiring Aryan-German labor. Eventually, the 
Third Reich implemented a return migration program which used various recruitment strategies to 
entice Germans from Canada and the United States to migrate home. It initially used the Atlantic 
Ocean to transport German-speakers, but after the outbreak of World War II, German civilians were 
brought from the Americas to East Asia and then to Germany via the Trans-Siberian Railway through 
the Soviet Union. Germany's attack on the Soviet Union in June 1941 ended this overland route, but 
some Germans were moved on Nazi ships from East Asia to the Third Reich until the end of 1942. This 
book investigates why Germans who had already established themselves in overseas countries chose 
to migrate back to an oppressive and authoritarian country. It sheds light on some aspects of the Third 
Reich's administration, goals and achievements associated with return migration while also telling the 
individual stories of returnees.

Eric Hobsbawm: A Life in History



At the time of his death at the age of 95, Eric Hobsbawm (1917-2012) was the most famous historian in 
the world. His books were translated into more than fifty languages and he was as well known in Brazil 
and Italy as he was in Britain and the United States. His writings have had a huge and lasting effect on 
the practice of history. More than half a century after it appeared, his books remain a staple of university 
reading lists. He had an extraordinarily long life, with interests covering many countries and many 
cultures, ranging from poetry to jazz, literature to politics. He experienced life not only as a university 
teacher but also as a young Communist in the Weimar Republic, a radical student at Cambridge, a 
political activist, an army conscript, a Soho 'man about town', a Hampstead intellectual, a Cambridge 
don, an influential journalist, a world traveller, and finally a Grand Old Man of Letters. In A Life in History, 
Richard Evans tells the story of Hobsbawm as an academic, but also as witness to history itself, and 
of the twentieth century's major political and intellectual currents. Eric not only wrote and spoke about 
many of the great issues of his time, but participated in many of them too, from Communist resistance 
to Hitler to revolution in Cuba, where he acted as an interpreter for Che Guevara. He was a prominent 
part of the Jazz scene in Soho in the late 1950s and his writings played a pivotal role in the emergence 
of New Labour in the late 1980s and early 1990s. This, the first biography of Eric Hobsbawm, is far 
more than a study of a professional historian. It is a study of an era.

The Third Reich

In this riveting book, Michael Burleigh sets Nazi Germany in a European context, showing how the Third 
Reich's abandonment of liberal democracy, decency and tolerance was widespread in the Europe of the 
period. He shows how a radical, pseudo-religious movement, led by an oddity with dazzling demagogic 
talents, seemed to offer salvation to a German exhausted by war, depression and galloping inflation. 
'This is a monumental book.' Richard Overy, Sunday Telegraph 'If I had to recommend one book on 
the Third Reich, this would be it.' Daniel Johnson, Daily Telegraph 'It is a breathtaking achievement, at 
once broader and deeper than any other single volume ever published on the subject. Indeed I would go 
further: it is the product of authentic historical genius.' Niall Ferguson, Sunday Times 'Happily, Michael 
Burleigh now fills that bibliographical gap, with a readable and highly knowledgeable account of that 
ghastly period. You will never be bored by this extraordinary book.' Andrew Roberts, Mail on Sunday

The Third Reich at War

The final book in his acclaimed trilogy on the rise and fall of Nazi Germany, Richard J. Evans's The Third 
Reich at War- How the Nazis Led Germany from Conquest to Disaster shows how Germany rushed 
headlong into destroying itself, shattering an entire continent. In 1939 Hitler mobilized Germany into 
all-out war. Richard Evans's astonishing, acclaimed history conjures up a whole society plunged into 
conflict - from generals and front-line soldiers to Hitler Youth activists and middle-class housewives - 
tracing events from the invasion of Poland and the Battle of Stalingrad to Hitler's plans for genocide 
and his eventual suicide. 'Masterly ... will surely be the standard history for many years to come ... 
This is a warning for the future, as much as a judgement on the past' Richard Overy, Daily Telegraph 
'We all know how the story ends ... but Richard Evans brings it masterfully home ... magnificent' Peter 
Preston, Observer 'A chilling, brilliant read' Dominic Sandbrook, Sunday Telegraph Books of the Year 
'It is hard to do justice to the humanity and scholarly range of The Third Reich at War ... triumphant 
... a masterful historical narrative and the most comprehensive account of Nazi Germany' Nicholas 
Stargardt, The Times Literary Supplement 'It gives the reader persuasive answers to questions asked 
for so long, that will continue to be asked, about this most violent and inexplicable of regimes' Mark 
Mazower, Guardian Sir Richard J. Evans is Professor of Modern History at Cambridge University. His 
previous books include In Defence of History, Telling Lies about Hitler and the companions to this title, 
The Coming of the Third Reich and The Third Reich in Power.

The Hitler Conspiracies

'Brilliant, a 5 out of 5 masterpiece' Evening Standard The renowned historian of the Third Reich takes on 
the conspiracy theories surrounding Adolf Hitler and the Nazis, in a vital history book for the 'post-truth' 
age The idea that nothing happens by chance in history, that nothing is quite what it seems to be at first 
sight, that everything that occurs is the result of the secret machinations of malign groups of people 
manipulating everything from behind the scenes is as old as history itself. But conspiracy theories are 
becoming more popular and more widespread in the twenty-first century. Nowhere have they become 
more obvious than in revisionist accounts of the history of the Third Reich. Long-discredited conspiracy 
theories have taken on a new lease of life, given credence by claims of freshly discovered evidence 



and novel angles of investigation. This book takes five widely discussed claims involving Hitler and the 
Nazis and subjects them to forensic scrutiny: that the Jews were conspiring to undermine civilization, 
as outlined in 'The Protocols of the Elders of Zion'; that the German army was 'stabbed in the back' by 
socialists and Jews in 1918; that the Nazis burned down the Reichstag in order to seize power; that 
Rudolf Hess' flight to the UK in 1941 was sanctioned by Hitler and conveyed peace terms suppressed 
by Churchill; and that Hitler escaped the bunker in 1945 and fled to South America. In doing so, it 
teases out some surprising features these, and other conspiracy theories, have in common. This is a 
history book, but it is a history book for the age of 'post-truth' and 'alternative facts': a book for our own 
troubled times.

Telling Lies about Hitler

Richard J. Evans worked on the historical evidence on behalf of the defence during the Irving libel trial. 
In Telling Lies about Hitler, the author discusses the importance of historical writing and the social role 
of historians in such trials.

Life in the Third Reich

This book reveals that daily German life under the Third Reich involved a complex mixture of bribery 
and terror; of fear and concessions; of barbarism and appeals to conventional moral values employed 
by the Nazis to maintain their grip on society. Eight leading historians present essays that shed fresh 
light on topics as familiar as the role of political violence in Nazi seizure of power and the German 
view of Hitler himself. It also focuses on lesser-known aspects of life in the Third Reich, such as village 
life, the treatment of "social outcasts," and the Germans' own retrospective view of this period of their 
history.

Third Reich Trilogy

In 1900 Germany was generally viewed as one of the world's most progressive, dynamic and impressive 
nations. Ceaselessly inventive, in many ways at the cutting edge of social and welfare reform, Germany 
was the one country in Europe to rival the United States as a beacon for future growth and change. Its 
political culture was not noticeably more rooted in the past than that of such rivals as Britain or Russia. 
Anti-semitism was no more widespread than in many other countries, representative institutions were 
thriving, political parties and elections an accepted part of constitutional practice. Richard J. Evans here 
unfolds perhps the single most important story of the twentieth century: how in less than a lifetime this 
stable and modern country led Europe into moral, physical, and cultural ruin and despair. It is a terrible 
story not least because, as Evans makes abundantly clear, there were so many other ways in which 
Germany's history could have played out. The seeds of the Third Reich's rise to power may have been 
sown in Bismarck's Germany, but it required a devastating sequence of events before they were reaped 
in the Nazi seizure of control with which Evans ends his sweeping and dramatic narrative. The Coming 
of the Third Reich forces us to reassess our view of the rise of Nazis in Germany. With tremendous 
authority, skill and compassion, Evans re-creates a country torn apart by overwhelming economic, 
political and social blows: the First World War, Versailles, hyperinflation and the Great Depression. One 
by one these disasters ruined or pushed aside almost everything admirable about Germany, leaving 
the way clear for a truly horrifying ideology to take command. The consequences of this assault would 
change the world in ways that we will always have to live with.

Culture in the Third Reich

'It's like being in a dream', commented Joseph Goebbels when he visited Nazi-occupied Paris in the 
summer of 1940. Dream and reality did indeed intermingle in the culture of the Third Reich, racialist 
fantasies and spectacular propaganda set-pieces contributing to this atmosphere alongside more 
benign cultural offerings such as performances of classical music or popular film comedies. A cultural 
palette that catered to the tastes of the majority helped encourage acceptance of the regime. The Third 
Reich was therefore eager to associate itself with comfortable middle-brow conventionality, while at 
the same time exploiting the latest trends that modern mass culture had to offer. And it was precisely 
because the culture of the Nazi period accommodated such a range of different needs and aspirations 
that it was so successfully able to legitimize war, imperial domination, and destruction. Moritz Fýllmer 
turns the spotlight on this fundamental aspect of the Third Reich's successful cultural appeal in this 
ground-breaking new study, investigating what 'culture' meant for people in the years between 1933 
and 1945: for convinced National Socialists at one end of the spectrum, via the legions of the apparently 



'unpolitical', right through to anti-fascist activists, Jewish people, and other victims of the regime at the 
other end of the spectrum. Relating the everyday experience of people living under Nazism, he is able 
to give us a privileged insight into the question of why so many Germans enthusiastically embraced 
the regime and identified so closely with it.

The Third Reich

"Based in part on documents seldom used by previous historians, this history of the Third Reich 
shows how the dramatic, improbable rise of the Nazis happened because of tragic miscalculations 
and blunders, then documents what life was like for ordinary Germans as the Nazis precipitated the 
horrors of World War II and the Holocaust"--

The Third Reich at War

The final volume in Evans's masterly trilogy on the history of Nazi Germany traces the rise and fall 
of German military might, the mobilization of a people's community to serve a war of conquest, and 
Hitler's campaign of racial subjugation and genocide.

Travelers in the Third Reich

This fascinating and shocking history of the rise of the Nazis draws together a multitude of ex-
patriate voices - even Charles Lindbergh and Samuel Beckett - into a powerful narrative charting 
this extraordinary phenomenon. Travelers in the Third Reich is an extraordinary history of the rise 
of the Nazis based on fascinating first-hand accounts, drawing together a multitude of voices and 
stories, including politicians, musicians, diplomats, schoolchildren, communists, scholars, athletes, 
poets, fascists, artists, tourists, and even celebrities like Charles Lindbergh and Samuel Beckett. Their 
experiences create a remarkable three-dimensional picture of Germany under Hitler—one so palpable 
that the reader will feel, hear, even breathe the atmosphere.These are the accidental eyewitnesses to 
history. Disturbing, absurd, moving, and ranging from the deeply trivial to the deeply tragic, their tales 
give a fresh insight into the complexities of the Third Reich, its paradoxes, and its ultimate destruction.

A Brief History of The Third Reich

The abuse of power, genocide, the destruction of total war, unimaginable cruelty and the suffering of 
millions were all central features of Hitler's Nazi regime. Yet the Nazis were also highly successful in 
manipulating images and information: they mobilized and engaged vast numbers of people, caught the 
imagination of the young and appeared remarkably modern to many contemporary observers. Was the 
Third Reich a throwback to a mythical past or a brutally modern and technologically advanced state? 
Was Hitler a strong dictator who achieved his clear goals, or was his chaotic style of government 
symptomatic of a weak dictator, unable to control the complex and contradictory forces that he had 
unleashed? Was the Third Reich ruled by terror, or largely supported by a compliant German popu-
lation? Was the genocide against the Jews a peculiarly German phenomenon, or a uniquely German 
expression of a terrible wider trend? Whittock explores these and other key questions, interrogating the 
views of different historians and drawing on a wealth of primary sources - from state-sponsored art to 
diaries, letters and memoirs of both perpetrators and victims - to provide an overview of the complex 
evidence. History should aim to put us firmly in touch with the lives of people living in the past and the 
issues they faced. Whittock never loses sight of the individuals whose lives were caught up in these 
extraordinary events, while also giving a lucid overview of the bigger picture.

Hitler's First Hundred Days

The story of how Germans came to embrace the Third Reich.Germany in early 1933 was a country 
ravaged by years of economic depression and increasingly polarized between the extremes of left and 
right. Over the spring of that year, Germany was transformed from a republic, albeit a seriously faltering 
one, into a one-party dictatorship. In Hitler's First Hundred Days, award-winning historian PeterFritzsche 
examines the pivotal moments during this fateful period in which the Nazis apparently won over the 
majority of Germans to join them in their project to construct the Third Reich. Fritzsche scrutinizes the 
events of theperiod - the elections and mass arrests, the bonfires and gunfire, the patriotic rallies and 
anti-Jewish boycotts - to understand both the terrifying power that the National Socialists came to exert 
over ordinary Germans and the powerful appeal of the new era that they promised.



Hitler's People

Named a Most Anticipated Book of 2024 by Foreign Policy Through a connected set of biographical 
portraits of key Nazi figures that follows power as it radiated out from Hitler to the inner and outer circles 
of the regime’s leadership, one of our greatest historians answers the enduring question, how does a 
society come to carry out a program of unspeakable evil? Richard Evans, author of the acclaimed The 
Third Reich Trilogy and over two dozen other volumes on modern Europe, is our preeminent scholar of 
Nazi Germany. Having spent half a century searching for the truths behind one of the most horrifying 
episodes in human history, in Hitler’s People, he brings us back to the original site of the Nazi movement: 
namely, the lives of its most important members. Working in concentric circles out from Hitler and his 
closest allies, Evans forms a typological framework of Germany society under Nazi rule from the top 
down. With a novelist’s eye for detail, Evans explains the Third Reich through the personal failings and 
professional ambitions of its members, from its most notorious deputies—like Goebbels, the regime’s 
propagandist, and Himmler, the Holocaust’s chief architect—to the crucial enforcers and instruments 
of the Nazi agenda that history has largely forgotten—like the schoolteacher Julius Streicher and the 
actress Leni Riefenstahl. Drawing on a wealth of recently unearthed historical sources, Hitler’s People 
lays bare the inner and outer lives of the characters whose choices led to the deaths of millions. Nearly 
a century after Hitler’s rise, the leading nations of the West are once again being torn apart by a will 
to power. By telling the stories of these infamous lives as human lives, Evans asks us to grapple with 
the complicated nature of complicity, showing us that the distinctions between individual and collective 
responsibility—and even between pathological evil and rational choice—are never easily drawn.

Hitler's Monsters

“A dense and scholarly book about . . . the relationship between the Nazi party and the occult . . 
. reveals stranger-than-fiction truths on every page.”—Daily Telegraph The Nazi fascination with the 
occult is legendary, yet today it is often dismissed as Himmler’s personal obsession or wildly overstated 
for its novelty. Preposterous though it was, however, supernatural thinking was inextricable from the 
Nazi project. The regime enlisted astrology and the paranormal, paganism, Indo-Aryan mythology, 
witchcraft, miracle weapons, and the lost kingdom of Atlantis in reimagining German politics and society 
and recasting German science and religion. In this eye-opening history, Eric Kurlander reveals how the 
Third Reich’s relationship to the supernatural was far from straightforward. Even as popular occultism 
and superstition were intermittently rooted out, suppressed, and outlawed, the Nazis drew upon a wide 
variety of occult practices and esoteric sciences to gain power, shape propaganda and policy, and 
pursue their dreams of racial utopia and empire. “[Kurlander] shows how swiftly irrational ideas can take 
hold, even in an age before social media.”—The Washington Post “Deeply researched, convincingly 
authenticated, this extraordinary study of the magical and supernatural at the highest levels of Nazi 
Germany will astonish.”—The Spectator “A trustworthy [book] on an extraordinary subject.”—The Times 
“A fascinating look at a little-understood aspect of fascism.”—Kirkus Reviews “Kurlander provides a 
careful, clear-headed, and exhaustive examination of a subject so lurid that it has probably scared 
away some of the serious research it merits.”—National Review

The Death of Democracy

*A TIMES AND TELEGRAPH BOOK OF THE YEAR* WHAT CAUSED THE FALL OF THE MOST 
PROGRESSIVE GOVERNMENT IN TWENTIETH-CENTURY EUROPE, AND THE RISE OF THE 
MOST TERRIFYING? In the 1930s, Germany was at a turning point, with many looking to the 
Nazi phenomenon as part of widespread resentment towards cosmopolitan liberal democracy and 
capitalism. This was a global situation that pushed Germany to embrace authoritarianism, nationalism 
and economic self-sufficiency, kick-starting a revolution founded on new media technologies, and the 
formidable political and self-promotional skills of its leader. Based on award-winning research and 
recently discovered archival material, The Death of Democracy is a panoramic new survey of one of 
the most important periods in modern history, and a book with a resounding message for the world 
today. 'Extremely fine... with careful prose and scholarship, he brings these events close to us.' Timothy 
Snyder, The New York Times 'Intelligent, well-informed... intriguing.' The Times 'With the injection of 
fresh contemporary voices, The Death of Democracy is also a thoughtful reflection of how our time 
more resembles the Thirties than the Noughties.' Daily Telegraph

Mein Kampf



Madman, tyrant, animal—history has given Adolf Hitler many names. In Mein Kampf (My Struggle), 
often called the Nazi bible, Hitler describes his life, frustrations, ideals, and dreams. Born to an 
impoverished couple in a small town in Austria, the young Adolf grew up with the fervent desire to 
become a painter. The death of his parents and outright rejection from art schools in Vienna forced 
him into underpaid work as a laborer. During the First World War, Hitler served in the infantry and was 
decorated for bravery. After the war, he became actively involved with socialist political groups and 
quickly rose to power, establishing himself as Chairman of the National Socialist German Worker's 
party. In 1924, Hitler led a coalition of nationalist groups in a bid to overthrow the Bavarian government 
in Munich. The infamous Munich "Beer-hall putsch" was unsuccessful, and Hitler was arrested. During 
the nine months he was in prison, an embittered and frustrated Hitler dictated a personal manifesto to 
his loyal follower Rudolph Hess. He vented his sentiments against communism and the Jewish people in 
this document, which was to become Mein Kampf, the controversial book that is seen as the blue-print 
for Hitler's political and military campaign. In Mein Kampf, Hitler describes his strategy for rebuilding 
Germany and conquering Europe. It is a glimpse into the mind of a man who destabilized world peace 
and pursued the genocide now known as the Holocaust.

The Oxford Illustrated History of the Third Reich

At age thirty in 1919, Adolf Hitler had no accomplishments. He was a rootless loner, a corporal in a 
shattered army, without money or prospects. A little more than twenty years later, in autumn 1941, 
he directed his dynamic forces against the Soviet Union, and in December, the Germans were at 
the gates of Moscow and Leningrad. At that moment, Hitler appeared — however briefly — to be 
the most powerful ruler on the planet. Given this dramatic turn of events, it is little wonder that since 
1945 generations of historians keep trying to explain how it all happened. This richly illustrated history 
provides a readable and fresh approach to the complex history of the Third Reich, from the coming 
to power of the Nazis in 1933 to the final collapse in 1945. Using photographs, paintings, propaganda 
images, and a host of other such materials from a wide range of sources, including official documents, 
cinema, and the photography of contemporary amateurs, foreigners, and the Allied armies, it distils our 
ideas about the period and provides a balanced and accessible account of the whole era.

When Time Ran Out

An autobiography by the Jewish American sculptor and author Frederic Zeller, born in 1924 in Berlin. 
Discusses the rise of Hitler and the influence of Nazism on his life and that of his family: the boycott of 
his parents' shop, physical attacks, and "Kristallnacht". Sketches his flight as a 14-year-old from Berlin 
to Nijmegen (Netherlands) with his niece and nephew in December 1938 and his stay in a refugee 
camp near Rotterdam, where he was joined by his 12-year-old sister. In 1939 he and his sister were 
admitted to England. Their parents were deported.

Hitler's American Friends

A book examining the strange terrain of Nazi sympathizers, nonintervention campaigners and other 
voices in America who advocated on behalf of Nazi Germany in the years before World War II. 
Americans who remember World War II reminisce about how it brought the country together. The 
less popular truth behind this warm nostalgia: until the attack on Pearl Harbor, America was deeply, 
dangerously divided. Bradley W. Hart's Hitler's American Friends exposes the homegrown antagonists 
who sought to protect and promote Hitler, leave Europeans (and especially European Jews) to fend for 
themselves, and elevate the Nazi regime. Some of these friends were Americans of German heritage 
who joined the Bund, whose leadership dreamed of installing a stateside Führer. Some were as bizarre 
and hair-raising as the Silver Shirt Legion, run by an eccentric who claimed that Hitler fulfilled a 
religious prophesy. Some were Midwestern Catholics like Father Charles Coughlin, an early right-wing 
radio star who broadcast anti-Semitic tirades. They were even members of Congress who used their 
franking privilege—sending mail at cost to American taxpayers—to distribute German propaganda. 
And celebrity pilot Charles Lindbergh ended up speaking for them all at the America First Committee. 
We try to tell ourselves it couldn't happen here, but Americans are not immune to the lure of fascism. 
Hitler's American Friends is a powerful look at how the forces of evil manipulate ordinary people, how 
we stepped back from the ledge, and the disturbing ease with which we could return to it.

War and Economy in the Third Reich



When Hitler came to power in 1933 he had two aims for the economy: a rapid recovery from the depths 
of the Great Slump and the creation of a vast economic foundation for Germany's renewed bid for 
world power. These eleven essays explore the tension between Hitler's vision of an armed economy 
and the reality of German economic and social life. Richard Overy argues that the German economy 
was much less crisis-ridden in 1939 than its enemies supposed, and that Hitler, far from limiting his 
war effort, tried to mobilize the economy for "total war" from 1939 onwards. Only the poor organization 
of the Nazi state and the interference of the military prevented higher levels of military output. Many of 
these essays challenge accepted views of the Third Reich. In his introduction Richard Overy relects on 
the issues the essays raise, and the ways in which the subject is changing. Often thought-provoking, 
always informed, War and Economy opens a window on a essential aspect of Hitler's Germany.

The Oxford History of the Third Reich

Histories you can trust. At age thirty in 1919, Adolf Hitler had no accomplishments. He was a rootless 
loner, a corporal in a shattered army, without money or prospects. A little more than twenty years later, in 
autumn 1941, he directed his dynamic forces against the Soviet Union, and in December, the Germans 
were at the gates of Moscow and Leningrad. At that moment, Hitler appeared — however briefly — to 
be the most powerful ruler on the planet. Given this dramatic turn of events, it is little wonder that since 
1945 generations of historians keep trying to explain how it all happened. This rich history provides a 
readable and fresh approach to the complex history of the Third Reich, from the coming to power of 
the Nazis in 1933 to the final collapse in 1945, distilling our ideas about the period and providing a 
balanced and accessible account of the whole era.

The Last Million

From bestselling author David Nasaw, a sweeping new history of the one million refugees left behind 
in Germany after WWII In May 1945, German forces surrendered to the Allied powers, putting an end 
to World War II in Europe. But the aftershocks of global military conflict did not cease with the German 
capitulation. Millions of lost and homeless concentration camp survivors, POWs, slave laborers, political 
prisoners, and Nazi collaborators in flight from the Red Army overwhelmed Germany, a nation in ruins. 
British and American soldiers gathered the malnourished and desperate refugees and attempted to 
repatriate them. But after exhaustive efforts, there remained more than a million displaced persons 
left behind in Germany: Jews, Poles, Estonians, Latvians, Lithuanians, Ukrainians, and other Eastern 
Europeans who refused to go home or had no homes to return to. The Last Million would spend 
the next three to five years in displaced persons camps, temporary homelands in exile divided by 
nationality, with their own police forces, churches and synagogues, schools, newspapers, theaters, 
and infirmaries. The international community could not agree on the fate of the Last Million, and after 
a year of debate and inaction, the International Refugee Organization was created to resettle them 
in lands suffering from postwar labor shortages. But no nations were willing to accept the 200,000 
to 250,000 Jewish men, women, and children who remained trapped in Germany. In 1948, the United 
States, among the last countries to accept refugees for resettlement, finally passed a displaced persons 
bill. With Cold War fears supplanting memories of World War II atrocities, the bill granted the vast 
majority of visas to those who were reliably anti-Communist, including thousands of former Nazi 
collaborators and war criminals, while severely limiting the entry of Jews, who were suspected of 
being Communist sympathizers or agents because they had been recent residents of Soviet-dominated 
Poland. Only after the controversial partition of Palestine and Israel's declaration of independence were 
the remaining Jewish survivors able to leave their displaced persons camps in Germany. A masterwork 
from acclaimed historian David Nasaw, The Last Million tells the gripping yet until now largely hidden 
story of postwar displacement and statelessness. By 1952, the Last Million were scattered around 
the world. As they crossed from their broken past into an unknowable future, they carried with them 
their wounds, their fears, their hope, and their secrets. Here for the first time, Nasaw illuminates their 
incredible history and, with profound contemporary resonance, shows us that it is our history as well.

The Third Reich Sourcebook

No documentation of National Socialism can be undertaken without the explicit recognition that the 
"German Renaissance" promised by the Nazis culminated in unprecedented horror—World War II 
and the genocide of European Jewry. With The Third Reich Sourcebook, editors Anson Rabinbach 
and Sander L. Gilman present a comprehensive collection of newly translated documents drawn 
from wide-ranging primary sources, documenting both the official and unofficial cultures of National 



Socialist Germany from its inception to its defeat and collapse in 1945. Framed with introductions 
and annotations by the editors, the documents presented here include official government and party 
pronouncements, texts produced within Nazi structures, such as the official Jewish Cultural League, as 
well as documents detailing the impact of the horrors of National Socialism on those who fell prey to the 
regime, especially Jews and the handicapped. With thirty chapters on ideology, politics, law, society, 
cultural policy, the fine arts, high and popular culture, science and medicine, sexuality, education, 
and other topics, The Third Reich Sourcebook is the ultimate collection of primary sources on Nazi 
Germany.

The Four Doors

The #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Walk and The Christmas Box, Richard Paul Evans 
has met hundreds of thousands of people and heard many of their stories in his travels over the past 
two decades. Most of the people he meets are hungry for inspiration; they love his novels because his 
characters are also searching for meaning and understanding. The Four Doors is Evans’s message to 
those who seek inspiration in their lives. It began as a talk he gave on the spur of the moment, and over 
the course of ten years, it has evolved into a message he has shared with successful business people, 
students, and even addicts and prisoners. It includes stories his readers have told him, stories about 
great achievers who overcame hardships, and stories about his own struggle growing up in a large 
family with financial difficulties and a suicidal mother, and about his diagnosis of Tourette’s Syndrome 
later in life. These inspiring stories are woven through his identification and careful explanation of 
the four doors to a more fulfilling life: BELIEVE THERE’ S A REASON YOU WERE BORN FREE 
YOURSELF FROM LIMITATION MAGNIF Y YOUR LIFE DEVELOP A LOVE-CENTERED MAP Evans 
believes that we all want to know the meaning of our lives. In The Four Doors, he shows how even the 
most quiet life can be full of purpose and joy, if we choose to take that first step over the threshold.

Life in the Third Reich

For Germans in the late 1920s and early 1930s, the allure of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party's promises 
for a better, brighter future promised so much. The reality was vastly different... Germany was a deeply 
divided nation when Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party came to power in 1933. As the shadow of the 
swastika lengthened, its citizens quickly came to realize that the Nazis' brutal programme was not 
optional. Everyone was expected to play their part in "national revival\

Hitler2s Prisons - Legal Terror in Nazi Germany

State prisons played an indispensable part in the terror of the Third Reich, incarcerating many hundreds 
of thousands of men and women during the Nazi era. This important book illuminates the previously 
unknown world of Nazi prisons, their victims, and the judicial and penal officials who built and operated 
this system of brutal legal terror. Nikolaus Wachsmann describes the operation and function of legal 
terror in the Third Reich and brings Nazi prisons to life through the harrowing stories of individual 
inmates. Drawing on a vast array of archival materials, he traces the series of changes in prison policies 
and practice that led eventually to racial terror, brutal violence, slave labor, starvation, and mass killings. 
Wachsmann demonstrates that "ordinary" legal officials were ready collaborators who helped to turn 
courts and prisons into key components in the Nazi web of terror. And he concludes with a discussion 
of the whitewash of the Nazi legal system in postwar West Germany.

Hammer of the Gods

Public interest in Adolf Hitler and all aspects of the Third Reich continues to grow as new generations 
ponder the moral questions surrounding Nazi Germany and its historical legacy. One aspect of Nazism 
that has not received sufficient attention from historians of the Third Reich is the doctrine's origins in the 
Thule Society and its covert activities. A Munich occult group with a political agenda, the Thule Society 
was led by Rudolf von Sebottendorff, a German commoner who had been adopted by nobility during a 
sojourn in the Ottoman Empire. After returning to Europe, Sebottendorff embraced a form of theosophy 
that stressed the racial superiority of Aryans. The Thule Society attempted to establish an anti-Semitic, 
working-class front for disseminating its esoteric ideas and founded the German Workers' Party, which 
Hitler would later transform into the National Socialist German Workers' (Nazi) Party. Several of the 
society's members eventually assumed prestigious posts in the Third Reich. David Luhrssen has written 
the first comprehensive study of the society's activities, its cultural roots, and its postwar ramifications 
in a historical-critical context. Both general readers and academics concerned with European cultural 



and intellectual history will find that Hammer of the Gods opens new perspectives on nineteenth- and 
twentieth-century Europe.
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