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Explore how the concise and conversational nature of text messaging can inspire more effective and 
engaging preaching. This discussion delves into modern communication strategies to enhance sermon 
delivery, fostering deeper theological conversations and connecting with contemporary audiences in 
the digital age.
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Conversations with Barth on Preaching

One of today’s greatest preacher-theologians engages one of the twentieth century's greatest 
teacher-theologians on the meaning of preaching.Readers of William H. Willimon’s many books have 
long found there the influence of Karl Barth, probably the most significant theologian of the twentieth 
century. In this new book Willimon explores that relationship explicitly by engaging Barth’s work on the 
pitfalls and problems, glories and grandeur of preaching the Word of God. The Swiss theologian, says 
the author, expressed one of the highest theologies of preaching of any of the great theologians of 
the church. Yet too much of Barth’s understanding of preaching lies buried in the Church Dogmatics 
and other, sometimes obscure, sources. Willimon brings this material to light, introducing the reader to 
Barth’s thought, not just on the meaning, but the practice of preaching as well.

The Early Preaching of Karl Barth

Westminster John Knox Press is proud to present this special collection of fourteen of Karl Barth's 
World War I-era sermons--the only English language collection of Barth's sermons preached between 
1917 and 1920 when he was a parish pastor in Safenwil, Switzerland. This volume offers a fascinating 
glimpse into Barth's interpretation of Scripture during a time of great historical significance. Renowned 
preacher William H. Willimon provides expert commentary on the theological and homiletical substance 
of each selection and points to the many ways in which Barth's early preaching can enrich the work of 
preachers today.

Reading Karl Barth for the Church

Leading Barth interpreter Kimlyn Bender provides an introduction to the essence of Barth's theology, 
emphasizing themes that speak to the concerns of the church, the pastorate, and Christian ministry. 
This book serves as a companion to the first volume of Barth's Church Dogmatics, offering straight-
forward help for reading and understanding that work in its entirety as well as developing the skills 
necessary to read more of Barth's writings. Reading schedules (for both the first volume and the 
complete Church Dogmatics) and discussion questions for individuals and groups are included.

Barth in Conversation

Karl Barth is widely regarded as the most important theologian of the twentieth century, and his 
observations about the church and its place in a modern world continue to engage religious scholars 
nearly fifty years after his death. This English translation of the Swiss-published Conversations is a 
three-volume collection featuring correspondence, articles, interviews, and other short-form writings by 
Barth from 1959–1962. Among them are dialogues with representatives of the Evangelical Community 
Movement (1959); conversations with prison chaplains and a question-and-answer session with the 



Conference of the World Student Christian Federation (1960); discussions with Methodist preachers, 
Zurich pastors, and Catholic students of theology (1961); press conferences in New York and Chicago 
(1962); and an interview at the United Nations (1962). Within these pages, scholars and students will 
find a comprehensive view into Barth's life and thinking about theology and its role in society today.

Barth in Conversation, Three-Volume Set

This is a set containing all three volumes of this series. Karl Barth is widely regarded as the most impor-
tant theologian of the twentieth century, and his observations about the church and its place in a modern 
world continue to engage religious scholars nearly fifty years after his death. This English translation 
of the Swiss-published Conversations is a three-volume collection featuring correspondence, articles, 
interviews, and other short-form writings by Barth from 1959-1962. Among this set are dialogues with 
representatives of the Evangelical Community Movement (1959); conversations with prison chaplains 
and a question-and-answer session with the Conference of the World Student Christian Federation 
(1960); discussions with Methodist preachers, Zurich pastors, and Catholic students of theology (1961); 
press conferences in New York and Chicago (1962); and an interview at the United Nations (1962). 
Within these pages, scholars and students will find a comprehensive view into Barth's life and thinking 
about theology and its role in society today.

Karl Barth's Table Talk

In this complete and valuable version of his Homiletics, renowned theologian Karl Barth's offers 
his thoughts on sermon preparation, including his understanding of the way in which the preacher 
should interpret scripture. Translated by Donald E. Daniels and renowned Barth translator Geoffrey W. 
Bromiley, this book presents lecture materials from seminars in Bonn from 1932 to 1933.

Homiletics

In recognition of Karl Barth's stature as a theologian and public figure in the life of Europe and 
the West, Swiss publisher Theologischer Verlag Zurich (TVZ) published Conversations, a collection 
of correspondence, articles, interviews, and other short-form writings by Barth. Collected in three 
volumes, Conversationsreveals the depth and breadth of Barth's theological thought as well as his 
humor and humanity. Now, for the first time in English, the third and final volume is offered here. Volume 
3 covers the period from 1964 to 1968, the year of Barth's death. As such, it represents the culmination 
of the great theologian's thoughts on a broad range of subjects, from the challenges of living as the 
church in an increasingly secular world to the distinctive joys and challenges of the pastoral vocation.

Barth in Conversation

This volume contains two sermons by the early twentieth-century theologian and pastor Karl Barth. The 
first sermon, given upon the sinking of the Titanic in 1912, appears in print here for the first time ever. The 
second sermon, given in 1934 during Nazi ascendancy, appears for the first time in English translation. 
With a substantial introduction by Bishop William H. Willimon, this volume is an indispensable resource 
not only for Barth scholars, but also for anyone concerned with the presence of the Word in this world.

The Word in this World

"The present work is primarily concerned with certain practical rules and suggestions [about preaching] 
which I still hold to be essential and worth considering--or at least being read carefully and discussed." 
[Preface].

The Preaching of the Gospel

The most comprehensive scholarly survey of Karl Barth’s theology ever published Karl Barth, arguably 
the most influential theologian of the 20th century, is widely considered one of the greatest thinkers 
within the history of the Christian tradition. Readers of Karl Barth often find his work both familiar and 
strange: the questions he considers are the same as those Christian theologians have debated for 
centuries, but he often addresses these questions in new and surprising ways. The Wiley Blackwell 
Companion to Karl Barth helps readers understand Barth’s theology and his place in the Christian 
tradition through a new lens. Covering nearly every topic related to Barth’s life and thought, this work 
spans two volumes, comprising 66 in-depth chapters written by leading experts in the field. Volume 
One explores Barth’s dogmatic theology in relation to traditional Christian theology, provides historical 



timelines of Barth’s life and works, and discusses his significance and influence. Volume Two examines 
Barth’s relationship to various figures, movements, traditions, religions, and events, while placing 
his thought in its theological, ecumenical, and historical context. This groundbreaking work: Places 
Barth into context with major figures in the history of Christian thought, presenting a critical dialogue 
between them Features contributions from a diverse team of scholars, each of whom are experts in the 
subject Provides new readers of Barth with an introduction to the most important questions, themes, 
and ideas in Barth’s work Offers experienced readers fresh insights and interpretations that enrich 
their scholarship Edited by established scholars with expertise on Barth’s life, his theology, and his 
significance in Christian tradition An important contribution to the field of Barth scholarship, the Wiley 
Blackwell Companion to Karl Barth is an indispensable resource for scholars and students interested 
in the work of Karl Barth, modern theology, or systematic theology.

Wiley Blackwell Companion to Karl Barth

Presents the "Dogmatics" in digest form and summarizes Barth's entire work. Includes a short 
biography.

An Introduction to Barth's Dogmatics for Preachers

Karl Barth is widely regarded as the most important theologian of the twentieth century and his 
observations about the church and its place in a modern world continue to engage religious schol-
ars nearly fifty years after his death. This English translation of the Swiss-published Conversations 
features correspondence, articles, interviews and other short-form writings by Barth from 1959-1962. 
Among them are dialogues with representatives of the Evangelical Community Movement (1959); 
conversations with prison chaplains and a question-and-answer session with the Conference of the 
World Student Christian Federation (1960); discussions with Methodist preachers, Zurich pastors, and 
Catholic students of theology (1961); press conferences in New York and Chicago (1962); and an 
interview at the United Nations (1962).

Barth in Conversation

Karl Barth is widely regarded as the most important theologian of the twentieth century, and his 
observations about the church and its place in a modern world continue to engage religious scholars 
nearly fifty years after his death. This English translation of the Swiss-published Conversations is a 
three-volume collection featuring correspondence, articles, interviews, and other short-form writings by 
Barth from 1959-1962. Among them are dialogues with representatives of the Evangelical Community 
Movement (1959); conversations with prison chaplains and a question-and-answer session with the 
Conference of the World Student Christian Federation (1960); discussions with Methodist preachers, 
Zurich pastors, and Catholic students of theology (1961); press conferences in New York and Chicago 
(1962); and an interview at the United Nations (1962). Within these pages, scholars and students will 
find a comprehensive view into Barth's life and thinking about theology and its role in society today. -- 
‡c From publisher's description

Barth in Conversation

Described by Pope Pius XII as the most important theologian since Thomas Aquinas, the Swiss pastor 
and theologian, Karl Barth, continues to be a major influence on students, scholars and preachers 
today. Barth's theology found its expression mainly through his closely reasoned fourteen-part magnum 
opus, Die Kirchliche Dogmatik. Having taken over 30 years to write, the Church Dogmatics is regarded 
as one of the most important theological works of all time, and represents the pinnacle of Barth's 
achievement as a theologian.

The Christian Life

This classic volume of Barth's essays was first published in 1924 under the title 'Das Wort Gottes und 
die Theologie'. In this brand new English edition all the critical apparatus is translated, each chapter 
including an explanatory passage giving general historical context and details of Barth's own biography. 
These essays represent the very best of Barth's work. Far from being superceded by the Church 
Dogmatics, indeed, a thorough understanding of the Church Dogmatics must presuppose a close 
knowledge of them. The style is vivid, deeply engaged and engaging, often expressionistic (making 



frequent use of irony and hyperbole). Peter Gay described Weimar culture as a "dance on the edge of 
a volcano." If so, then it was essays like these that provided the music.

The Word of God and Theology

"Prepared for Karl Barth's centennial, this selection of sermons, letters, addresses and published 
writings serves as an excellent introduction to Barth's thinking and faith."--

A Karl Barth Reader

What did German preachers opposed to Hitler say in their Sunday sermons? When the truth of Christ 
could cost a pastor his life, what words encouraged and challenged him and his congregation? This 
book answers those questions. Preaching in Hitler's Shadow begins with a fascinating look at Christian 
life inside the Third Reich, giving readers a real sense of the danger that pastors faced every time 
they went into the pulpit. Dean Stroud pays special attention to the role that language played in the 
battle over the German soul, pointing out the use of Christian language in opposition to Nazi rhetoric. 
The second part of the book presents thirteen well-translated sermons by various select preachers, 
including Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Karl Barth, Rudolf Bultmann, and others not as well known but no less 
courageous. A running commentary offers cultural and historical insights, and each sermon is preceded 
by a short biography of the preacher.

Preaching in Hitler's Shadow

What does a theologian say to young preachers in the early 1930s, at the dawn of the Third Reich? 
What Karl Barth did say, how he said it, and why he said it at that time and place are the subject of 
Angela Dienhart Hancock's book. This is the story of how a preaching classroom became a place of 
resistance in Germany in 1932 33 -- a story that has not been told in its fullness. In that emergency 
situation, Barth took his students back to the fundamental questions about what preaching is and what it 
is for, returning again and again to the affirmation of the Godness of God, the only ground of resistance 
to ideological captivity. No other text has so interpreted Barth's "Exercises in Sermon Preparation" in 
relation to their theological, political, ecclesiastical, academic, and rhetorical context.

Karl Barth's Emergency Homiletic, 1932-1933

'Karl Barth' is an unparalleled accomplishment. An authentic church father of the Post-Reformation 
era, the Basel professor's contributions to theology, the life of the church, and the world of culture and 
politics have been frequently noted. This work, however, presents extraordinary new information and 
insight based on his own correspondence and notes. What one finds in this work is Barth's own running 
commentary on events and people - from 1886 to 1968. Everything is depicted from his perspective 
and chiefly in his own words, and this is precisely what makes the volume so fascinating and valuable. 
The brilliance, wit, and humanity of Barth shine through everywhere as he is seen as son, brother, 
student, editor, friend, pastor, husband, father, soldier, teacher, theologian, church leader, political critic, 
polemicist, ecumenist, author, preacher, music lover, senior citizen. The gigantic theologian is here, but 
- even more - the man shines through. An abundance of pictures accompanies the text - most of them 
to be seen for the first time. The contents of this book are new and of utmost interest and importance. 
Readers not familiar with the accomplishment of Karl Barth will learn to know both the man and his 
thought. Specialists will for the first time discern the figure behind the intellect. All who propose to 
understand the story of the twentieth century will be illumined by this book.

Karl Barth

In this series of lectures delivered in the period immediately preceding World War II, Barth addresses 
the major topics of systematic theology. The reader gets a glimpse of the depth of Barth's thinking in 
these brief discourses, which he expanded upon greatly in his major work, 'Church Dogmatics.' In an 
Appendix, Barth answers question from the audience regarding the last essay. Contents 1. Revelation 
2. The Church 3. Theology 4. The Ministry of the Word 5. The Christian as Witness Appendix

God In Action

For those who proclaim the Word of God, Karl Barth's Church Dogmatics is a rich and valuable source of 
inspiration and instruction. Yet the sheer magnitude of this 13-volume work understandably intimidates 
the busy minister, whose time for meditation and sermon preparation is limited. Inspired by Barth's 



belief that dogmatic theology exists to serve the proclamation of the church, Preaching through the 
Christian Year offers a choice selection of some of the most significant exegetical passages that appear 
in the Dogmatics. To aid ministers in their sermon preparation, editors John McTavish and Harold Wells 
have arranged these selections according to the church year. Serious students and teachers will also 
welcome this volume, particularly as it brings to light the biblical basis for Barth's thinking. - Back cover.

Karl Barth, Preaching Through the Christian Year

Karl Barth was one of the intellectual giants of the twentieth century. Pope Pius XI called him the 
greatest theologian since Saint Thomas Aquinas. But he was also a popular preacher in Basel and 
the author of the formidable Church Dogmatics had a lighter touch as well. This is revealed in this 
enchanting collection of fragments. Not only do they capture the gaiety and gravity of Barth in a simple 
and homely style; they also contain, in a delightfully digestible form, the essence of what he had to say 
about the Bible, theology, and the task of Christians in the modern world.

Prayer and Preaching

Questions of ecclesiology abound, and Karl Barth has been regarded as an unhelpful conversation 
partner and guide for those who care about ecclesiology and the place of the church in the academic 
pursuit of theology. The Only Sacrament Left to Us recovers Barth's doctrine of the threefold Word of 
God and shows that it is at the heart of his ecclesiological commitments, and that he offers a distinct 
and robust doctrine of the church worthy to be carried forward into the twenty-first-century debates 
about the church's place in God's economy. Thomas Christian Currie explores the central role of the 
threefold Word of God in Barth's theology of the church, explains its place in Barth's later doctrine 
of reconciliation, and seeks to engage the field of Barth studies with contemporary ecclesiological 
questions.

Fragments Grave and Gay

World War I changed Karl Barth's theology forever. In this book William Klempa presents for the first 
time in English thirteen sermons that offer Barth's unique view and commentary on the Great War. 
Barth saw the war as “a unique time of God,â€ believing it to represent God's judgment on militarism. 
The sermons reveal a deep strain of theological wrestling with the war's meaning, as Barth comes to 
see the conflict as the logical outcome of all human attempts to create God in our own image. As it 
demonstrates a decisive shift in Barth's early theology, this volume is essential for anyone who wishes 
to understand the twentieth century's greatest theologian.

The Only Sacrament Left to Us

Examine a collection of Karl Barth’s shorter works, written after the first publication of his Epistle to the 
Romans, during his time as professor in Göttingen and Münster, in the wake of World War I.

A Unique Time of God

Full index to the Church Dogmatics series, and Aids to the Preacher being exegetical selections from 
the Church Dogmatics to illuminate the Christian year.

Theology and Church

These twelve sermons by renowned author and pastor William Willimon, with responses by theologian 
Stanley Hauerwas, demonstrate the fruitfulness and difficulty of the interaction between theologians 
and practicing pastors. In this book, the authors suggest an intriguing way to think about theological 
work within the church. In this intriguing book, the authors suggest a new way to think about theological 
work within the church.

Church Dogmatics

This book uses Karl Barth's theology as a resource for Christian theology of religions. For this purpose, it 
examines Barth's theology under the doctrinal aspects of revelation, revelation and religion, theological 
anthropology and election, addressing questions such as the possibility of and context for revelation, 
Barth's understanding of religion, the theological approach to the human being, and soteriology. 
Furthermore, Barth's thought is put into conversation with other approaches in the field of theology 



of religions, notably Karl Rahner's inclusivism and John Hick and the pluralist paradigm. It is shown 
that Barth's theological system as a whole can serve as a resource for the Christian approach to and 
interaction with those of other faiths or no faith at all. This is achieved through maintaining a balance 
between the commitment to the own faith and the openness to the sovereignty of God impacting the 
whole of creation. Central to Barth's approach is the challenge to the Christian community to see 
their presuppositions challenged in the most unexpected circumstances, while looking beyond human 
categories to affirm the dignity bestowed upon all of humanity through the divine Yes in the person 
Jesus Christ. Barth's theology with its starting point in the person of Jesus Christ is advocated as a 
framework for the members of the Christian community as they live alongside those with a different 
faith from their own.

Preaching to Strangers

The most important theological work of the 20th century in a new edition - now available in individual 
volumes. >

Karl Barth’s Theology as a Resource for a Christian Theology of Religions

Over the course of his multivolume Church Dogmatics, Karl Barth not only cites thousands of Scripture 
texts but also offers extensive exegetical discussion of numerous passages. In this book twelve leading 
theologians and biblical scholars examine Barth's exegesis of particular passages in the Gospels. 
How does Barth's practice of theological exegesis play out in his reading of the Gospels? What are 
the fundamental features of Barth's interpretation of Gospel texts, and to what extent do they enliven 
theology, biblical studies, and ethics today? Reading the Gospels with Karl Barth explores answers to 
such questions and offers fresh stimulus for further study and discussion. CONTRIBUTORS Richard 
Bauckham Kendall Cox Beverly Roberts Gaventa Eric Gregory Willie James Jennings Paul Dafydd 
Jones Bruce L. McCormack Daniel L. Migliore Jürgen Moltmann Paul T. Nimmo Fleming Rutledge 
Shannon Nicole Smythe

Karl Barth

""An important feature of this booklet is the inclusion of two contrasting sermons by Barth--the 'monster 
of a full scale Titanic sermon' of 1912, and the sermon of Christ's walking on the lake of 1934. In different 
ways these dealt with disasters, the unfortunate disaster of 1912, and the far more serious disaster of 
rising Hitlerism in 1934. How did it come about that the approaches were so very different? A simple 
answer lies in Barth's threefold development of the doctrine of God's word. . . . The 1912 sermon fails by 
all these standards. The 1934 sermon passes, and proves to be a more powerful response to the current 
situation."" --Geoffrey W. Bromiley, translator of Church Dogmatics and author of An Introduction to 
the Theology of Karl Barth ""Karl Barth's two sermons dramatically reflect his preaching in two distinct 
phases. In each, he is seeking a word to proclaim to the congregation; but in dramatically different ways. 
. . . These sermons, with Bishop Willimon's fine introduction, clearly show the preacher Barth was and 
the preacher Barth became, while also directly challenging the contemporary church always to listen 
to God's Word, to trust, and to obey."" --Donald K. McKim, Editor, How Karl Barth Changed My Mind 
""The mighty Karl Barth still speaks in our postmodern world. . . . His preaching once was one of the 
great voices in the context of the rise of Hitler's rise to power in Germany. His voice is still audible, along 
with those of Martin Niemuller, Helmut Thielicke, and Dietrich Bonhoeffer. These great preachers are 
examples of Germany's biblically grounded Reformation preaching."" --James D. Strauss, Professor 
Emeritus of Theology and Philosophy, Lincoln Christian Seminary, Lincoln, Illinois ""The sermon from 
Bremen reminds me how I as a boy experienced the last sermons of my grandfather in the Basel 
prison: line by line he brought the biblical text anew to speech (to life in speech). Listen: whoever wants 
to preach in this way must at the same time stand just as awake and engaged in current events as 
this comes to expression in the Titanic sermon. In this way the two sermons make a suspenseful pair 
(maybe even a dialectic pair)."" --Dieter Zellweger, President of the Karl Barth Legacy Commission 
and Karl Barth's grandson Kurt I. Johanson is Pastor at Pleasant Grove Church in Dallas, Texas, and 
formerly adjunct lecturer in Homiletics at Dallas Christian College.

Church Dogmatics Study Edition 4

This long-standing series provides the guild of religion scholars a venue for publishing aimed primarily 
at colleagues. It includes scholarly monographs, revised dissertations, Festschriften, conference pa-
pers, and translations of ancient and medieval documents. Works cover the sub-disciplines of biblical 



studies, history of Christianity, history of religion, theology, and ethics. Festschriften for Karl Barth, 
Donald W. Dayton, James Luther Mays, Margaret R. Miles, and Walter Wink are among the seventy-five 
volumes that have been published. Contributors include: C. K. Barrett, Francois Bovon, Paul S. Chung, 
Marie-Helene Davies, Frederick Herzog, Ben F. Meyer, Pamela Ann Moeller, Rudolf Pesch, D. Z. Phillips, 
Rudolf Schnackenburgm Eduard Schweizer, John Vissers

Reading the Gospels with Karl Barth

The most important theological work of the 20th century in a new edition - now available in individual 
volumes.

The Word in this World

Karl Barth is widely regarded as the most important theologian of the twentieth century, and his 
observations about the church and its place in a modern world continue to engage religious scholars 
nearly fifty years after his death. This English translation of the Swiss-published Conversations is a 
three-volume collection featuring correspondence, articles, interviews, and other short-form writings by 
Barth from 1959–1962. Among them are dialogues with representatives of the Evangelical Community 
Movement (1959); conversations with prison chaplains and a question-and-answer session with the 
Conference of the World Student Christian Federation (1960); discussions with Methodist preachers, 
Zurich pastors, and Catholic students of theology (1961); press conferences in New York and Chicago 
(1962); and an interview at the United Nations (1962). Within these pages, scholars and students will 
find a comprehensive view into Barth's life and thinking about theology and its role in society today.

The Way of Theology in Karl Barth

Over the past two decades studies on Karl Barth have become increasingly technical. The ironic result 
is that although Barth wrote chiefly for preachers, scholars have become the primary gatekeepers to 
his rich theological thought. This collection of essays introduces Karl Barth with both clarity and depth, 
providing pastors and other serious readers with a valuable overview of Barth's views on Scripture. 
George Hunsinger -- himself a recognized expert on Barth -- and eight other scholars cover such topics 
as Barth 's belief that Scripture is both reliable and inspired, his typological exegesis, his ideas about 
time and eternity, and more. Reading this book will whet the reader 's appetite to engage further with 
Barth himself.

Church Dogmatics Study Edition 6

Facebook. Twitter. Snapchat. We live in a rapidly changing world, a world that seems to be increasingly 
inhospitable toward preaching. In the face of digital technology, social media, cultural pluralism, and 
pastoral burnout, how can Christian preachers proclaim the gospel faithfully and effectively? This 
book answers that question by bringing together a selection of important voices from across North 
America, Asia, and the Pacific. It argues that Spirit-empowered preaching is characterized by five 
attributes: it opens the Scriptures, engages the culture, addresses the listener, dissects the preacher, 
and elevates the Savior. With contributions from authors like William Willimon, Darrell Johnson, Lynne 
Baab, Robert Smith Jr., and Paul Windsor, this is an excellent resource for ordained ministers, lay 
preachers, theological students, and anyone wrestling with the challenge of preaching God’s word in 
a smartphone world.

Barth in Conversation

Thy Word is Truth
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