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Explore the compelling argument that trade agreements, often driven by economic motives, inadver-
tently serve as powerful catalysts for the improvement of human rights worldwide. This article delves 
into the mechanisms by which international economic cooperation can effectively boost human rights 
standards, demonstrating how commercial ties can incentivize nations to uphold better labor practices 
and social protections.
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Forced to Be Good

Preferential trade agreements have become common ways to protect or restrict access to national 
markets in products and services. The United States has signed trade agreements with almost two 
dozen countries as close as Mexico and Canada and as distant as Morocco and Australia. The 
European Union has done the same. In addition to addressing economic issues, these agreements 
also regulate the protection of human rights. In Forced to Be Good, Emilie M. Hafner-Burton tells 
the story of the politics of such agreements and of the ways in which governments pursue market 
integration policies that advance their own political interests, including human rights. How and why do 
global norms for social justice become international regulations linked to seemingly unrelated issues, 
such as trade? Hafner-Burton finds that the process has been unconventional. Efforts by human 
rights advocates and labor unions to spread human rights ideals, for example, do not explain why 
American and European governments employ preferential trade agreements to protect human rights. 
Instead, most of the regulations protecting human rights are codified in global moral principles and laws 
only because they serve policymakers' interests in accumulating power or resources or solving other 
problems. Otherwise, demands by moral advocates are tossed aside. And, as Hafner-Burton shows, 
even the inclusion of human rights protections in trade agreements is no guarantee of real change, 
because many of the governments that sign on to fair trade regulations oppose such protections and 
do not intend to force their implementation. Ultimately, Hafner-Burton finds that, despite the difficulty of 
enforcing good regulations and the less-than-noble motives for including them, trade agreements that 
include human rights provisions have made a positive difference in the lives of some of the people they 
are intended-on paper, at least-to protect.
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In an age of globalization, free trade should be synonymous with prosperity for all. Yet too often, small 
farmers, indigenous peoples, people with HIV, and others are left out of the picture. This book proposes 
a new way to make free trade work for all people. It examines how trade pacts can benefit people, but 
can also threaten their basic human rights to access food, medicines, and education, or to protect their 
cultural heritage. It develops a step-by-step process to identify the human impacts of trade before trade 
pacts are finalized. A case study examines the impact of a US-Central American trade agreement on 
access to medicines in Costa Rica, to demonstrate how the step-by-step process works in practice. The 
process works, but more efforts are needed to make sure such assessments of trade policies become 
standard practice. Human rights NGOs and academics, as well as governments, should lead the way 
in the future. The Future of Human Rights Impact Assessments of Trade Agreements is important for 
all people who believe that globalization can do more, not just for corporations and the economy, but 
for everyone, even the poorest.

Human Rights and International Trade

Economic globalization and respect for human rights are both highly topical issues. In theory, more 
trade should increase economic welfare and protection of human rights should ensure individual dignity. 
Both fields of law protect certain freedoms: economic development should lead to higherhuman rights 
standards, and UN embargoes are used to secure compliance with human rights agreements. However 
the interaction between trade liberalisation and human rights protection is complex, and recently, 
tension has arisen between these two areas. Do WTO obligations covering intellectual property prevent 
governments from implementing their human rights obligations, including rights to food or health? Is 
it fair to accord the benefits of trade subject to a clean human rights record? This book first examines 
the theoretical framework of the interaction between the disciplines of international trade law and 
human rights. It builds upon the well-known debate between Professor Ernst-Ulrich Petersmann, who 
construes trade obligations as human rights, and Professor Philip Alston,who warns of a merger and 
acquisition of human rights by trade law. From this starting point, further chapters explore the differing 
legal matrices of the two fields and examine how cooperation between them might be improved, both in 
international law-making and institutions, and in disputesettlement. The interaction between trade and 
human rights is then explored through seven case studies:freedom of expression and competition law; 
IP protection and health; agricultural trade and the right to food; trade restrictions on conflict diamonds; 
UN norms on transnational corporations; the new WHOconvention on tobacco control; and, finally, 
human rights conditionalities in preferential trade schemes.

Domestic Politics and International Human Rights Tribunals

This book explains the phenomenon of states' compliance with human rights tribunals' rulings using 
theories from international law, human rights, and international relations.

The European Union, Emerging Global Business and Human Rights

"This book is at home in the offices of everyone concerned about Corporate Social Responsibility. For 
scholars, lawyers, and accountants this book offers a compelling account of all the newest 'business 
and human rights' material in our polarised world. For litigators, judges, and other dispute settlers, it 
uncovers power dynamics that serve as barriers to justice"--

Human Rights in International Relations

Third edition of Forsythe's successful textbook provides an overview of human rights in an age of 
upheaval in international politics.

Linking Global Trade and Human Rights

"The concept of policy space is critical to understanding the impact of globalization on public policy 
in the twenty-first century. For the purposes of this book, a policy space is an arena where national 
governments have the freedom and capacity to design and implement public policies of their own 
choosing (Grindle & Thomas, 1991; Koivusalo et. al., 2010). In market economies, policy spaces 
reflect the insight that certain realms of public life should be governed by collective decision making 
designed to advance the public interest whereas in other realms markets reign (Drache, 2001). The 
spatial metaphor expresses, in other words, the claim that there are certain sites where government 
action has legitimacy. Ultimately, national policy spaces matter because they provide opportunities for 



governments to be innovative in the development of public policy on these sites, especially in terms of 
advancing social justice goals (Jacobs, 2004). The unifying theme of this book is that there are major 
reconfigurations of social and economic policy spaces for national governments on the international 
landscape during the hard economic times that follow global financial crises. After the 2008 financial 
crisis, state action extended into new areas and was being deployed in new and innovative ways 
from the Cash for Clunkers program in the US to successful anti-poverty programs in Brazil. In India 
the national Rural Employment Scheme to guarantee a minimum number of paid hours annually to 
hundreds of millions of its poorest is the largest social welfare scheme in the world"--

Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights

Economic, social, and cultural rights are protected by an international covenant, recently amended by 
the optional protocol which allows individuals to bring rights violations before a UN committee. This 
book addresses how successfully these rights are implemented and safeguarded worldwide, assessing 
the key challenges to their protection.

Human Rights in Emergencies

This book examines current debates about how international human rights law regulates national 
authorities and international institutions during emergencies.

Making Human Rights a Reality

Includes bibliographical references (pages 199-265) and index.

The Regulation of International Trade

Drawing on a wide variety of classic and contemporary sources, respected authors Trebilcock and 
Howse here provide a critical analysis of the institutions and agreements that have shaped international 
trade rules. In light of the growing debate over globalization, they include special sections examinations 
of topics such as: * agriculture * services and trade-related intellectual property rights * labor rights * the 
environment * migration. *competition Drawing on previous highly praised editions, this comprehensive 
text is an invaluable guide to students of economics, law, politics and international relations. Now 
fully updated, this fourth edition includes full coverage of new developments including the Doha trade 
round, the proliferation of preferential trade agreements, the debate on trade, climate change and 
green energy, the response of the trading system to the 2007-2010 financial and economic crisis, 
the controversy over trade and exchange rate manipulation, and the growing body of WTO dispute 
resolution case law.

The Regulation of International Trade

This book introduces the rules and institutions that govern international trade. The authors draw their 
analysis on aspects of the subject from classic and contemporary literature on trade and political 
economy

Preferential Trade Agreement Policies for Development

The Handbook offers an introduction to the key elements of Preferential Trade Agreements (PTAs), 
addressing the practical economic and legal aspects of the regulatory policies in PTAs.

Human Rights at Risk

Human Rights at Risk brings together social scientists, legal scholars, and humanities scholars to 
analyze the policy challenges of human rights protection in the twenty-first century. The volume is 
organized based on three overarching themes that highlight the challenges and risks in international 
human rights: international institutions and global governance of human rights; thematic blind spots 
in human rights protection; and the human rights challenges of the United States as a global and 
domestic actor amidst the contemporary global shifts to authoritarianism and illiberal populism. One of 
the very few books that offer new perspectives that envision the future of transnational human rights 
norms and human dignity from a multidisciplinary perspective, Human Rights at Risk comprehensively 
examines the causes and consequences of the challenges faced by international human rights. 
Scholars, students, and policy practitioners who are interested in the challenges and reform prospects 



of the international human rights regime, United States foreign policy, and international institutions will 
find this multidisciplinary volume an invaluable guide to the state of global politics in the twenty-first 
century.

International Trade and Investment Law

This timely book examines international trade and investment law at various levels of governance, 
including unilateral, bilateral, regional, and multilateral arrangements.

Strategies of Compliance with the European Court of Human Rights

In Strategies of Compliance with the European Court of Human Rights, Andreas von Staden traces the 
impact of human rights violations in Germany and the United Kingdom and details how governments, 
legislators, and domestic judges responded to the court's demands for either financial compensation 
or changes to laws, policies, and practices.

Local Engagement with International Economic Law and Human Rights

Providing an analysis of global regulation and the impact of international organizations on domestic 
laws, this collection grew out of a central objective to explore methods of domestic engagement with 
international trade and human rights norms, and the inherent difficulties in establishing balanced links 
between these two international law regimes. The common thread of the papers in this collection is a 
focus on the application of socio-legal normative paradigms in building knowledge and policy support 
for coordinating local performance with international trade and human rights standards in ways that 
are mutually sustaining.

Human Rights

Human Rights: Politics and Practice is the most complete, most topical, and most student-friendly 
introduction to human rights. Bringing together a range of international experts including political 
scientists, philosophers, lawyers, and policy-makers, the book provides students with a broad range 
of perspectives on the theoretical and practical issues in this constantly evolving field. In addition 
to in-depth theoretical content, the book also features unrivalled coverage of human rights issues 
in practice, with a wide range of case studies to explore concrete examples from around the world. 
The third edition has been brought fully up-to-date with the most recent events and latest research 
developments in the area. Two new chapters have been added: one on religion and human rights, 
and one on sexual orientation and gender issues and human rights, introducing students to these 
important topics and expanding the theoretical and practical discussion of issues of universalism 
and relativism. The new edition also features a range of carefully developed pedagogical features 
to aid student learning, encourage critical analysis, and challenge students to question their own 
assumptions. The book is accompanied by an Online Resource Centre to enhance students' learning 
and provide valuable support for lecturers. For students: - Revise key terms with a flashcard glossary - 
Take your learning further with links to key human rights documents - Use carefully selected web links 
as a first step towards independent research For registered lecturers: - Enhance your seminars with a 
specially developed active learning exercise - Use adaptable PowerPoint slides as the basis for lecture 
presentations, or as handouts in-class - Save time preparing assessments with a fully updated test 
bank of questions

International Law in the New Age of Globalization

The essays in this volume address various challenges posed by globalization to the international legal 
order, in fields which include the use of force, humanitarian law, international trade and investment law, 
dispute resolution, human rights, and environmental law.

Trade Policy between Law, Diplomacy and Scholarship

This book presents 22 topical contributions on international trade law and policy, with a particular focus 
on EU external trade law, addressing countries ranging from Ukraine to Switzerland and the US (TTIP) 
and aspects from trade and IPRs to anti-dumping. The volume constitutes a state-of-the-art treatment 
of the many facets of trade policy in the 21st century from legal, diplomatic and academic standpoints. 
The book is dedicated to the memory of Horst Günter Krenzler, former Director General for External 
Relations for the European Commission and Chief Negotiator for the European Union in many trade 



negotiations, honorary professor of European Union law at the University of Munich and an of counsel 
with Freshfields' Brussels office after retirement from the Commission.

Votes, Vetoes, and the Political Economy of International Trade Agreements

Preferential trading arrangements (PTAs) play an increasingly prominent role in the global political 
economy, two notable examples being the European Union and the North American Free Trade 
Agreement. These agreements foster economic integration among member states by enhancing their 
access to one another's markets. Yet despite the importance of PTAs to international trade and world 
politics, until now little attention has been focused on why governments choose to join them and how 
governments design them. This book offers valuable new insights into the political economy of PTA 
formation. Many economists have argued that the roots of these agreements lie in the promise they hold 
for improving the welfare of member states. Others have posited that trade agreements are a response 
to global political conditions. Edward Mansfield and Helen Milner argue that domestic politics provide 
a crucial impetus to the decision by governments to enter trade pacts. Drawing on this argument, 
they explain why democracies are more likely to enter PTAs than nondemocratic regimes, and why 
as the number of veto players--interest groups with the power to block policy change--increases in a 
prospective member state, the likelihood of the state entering a trade agreement is reduced. The book 
provides a novel view of the political foundations of trade agreements.

Handbook of Globalisation and Development

Characterised by conceptual diversity, the Handbook of Globalisation and Development presents 
contributions from prominent international researchers on all aspects of globalisation and carefully 
considers their role across a whole host of development processes. The Handbook is structured around 
seven key areas: international trade, international production, international finance, migration, foreign 
aid, a broader view, and challenges. Adopting a multi-disciplinary approach, the section on ‘a broader 
view’ delves into dimensions of globalisation and development that go beyond the mere economic, 
such as: culture, technology, health, and poverty. Carefully crafted, the chapters herein offer a rigorous 
and comprehensive assessment of the available research to date and provide an assessment of policy 
options across all areas considered.

Coherence of the European Union Trade Policy with Its Non-Trade Objectives

Bringing together leading experts in trade law and policy, this volume investigates the coherence 
between the European Union's trade policy and its non-trade objectives. With a range of illustrative 
case studies and an interdisciplinary approach, it offers accessible, in-depth analysis of key issues 
from legal, political, and economic perspectives.

International Economic Law after the Global Crisis

This collection explores the theme of fragmentation within international economic law following the 
global financial crisis.

Promoting Justice Across Borders

Global political actors, from states and NGOs to activist groups and individuals, exert influence in so-
cieties beyond their own in myriad ways--including via public criticism, consumer boycotts, divestment 
campaigns, sanctions, and forceful intervention. Often, they do so in the name of justice-promotion. 
While attempts to promote justice in other societies can do good, they are also often subject to 
moral criticism and raise several serious moral questions. For example, are there ways to promote 
one's own ideas about justice in another society while still treating its members tolerantly? Are 
there ways to do so without disrespecting their legitimate political institutions or undermining their 
collective self-determination? To understand the ethics of justice-promoting intervention, Lucia M. 
Rafanelli moves beyond the traditional focus of other scholarship in this area on states waging wars 
or employing other conventional tools of coercive foreign policy. Specifically, Rafanelli constructs a 
philosophically-grounded and nuanced ethics of intervention to determine when attempts to promote 
justice in foreign societies are morally permissible. Promoting Justice Across Borders develops ethical 
standards for justice-promoting intervention that call on us to rethink received notions about the ordinary 
bounds of politics, and to abandon the thought that politics does and should take place primarily within 
the state. These ethical standards also give us a model for how to engage in political struggles for justice 



on a global scale--not only in conditions of supreme emergency, but in the ordinary circumstances of 
everyday global politics. They therefore form the basis of a cosmopolitanism that is neither premised 
upon nor aimed at bringing about the end of politics. Ultimately, Rafanelli shows how the promotion of 
justice everywhere can be the legitimate (political) concern of people anywhere.

Sustainable Trade, Investment and Finance

Sustainable development remains a high priority in international politics, as governments seek new 
methods of managing the consumption of resources while maintaining national economic growth. 
This timely book explores how the contours and facets of sustainability shape international laws and 
regulations that govern trade, investment and finance.'

Transmitting Rights

When considering the structures that drive the global diffusion of human rights norms, Brian Greenhill 
argues that we need to look beyond institutions that are explicitly committed to human rights and instead 
focus on the dense web of international government organizations (IGOs)-some big, some small; some 
focused on human rights; some not-that has arisen in the last two generations. While most of these 
organizations have no direct connection to human rights issues, their participation in broader IGO 
networks has important implications for the human rights practices of their member states. Featuring 
a rigorous empirical analysis, Transmitting Rights shows that countries tend to adopt similar human 
rights practices to those of their IGO partners, whether for better or worse. Greenhill argues that IGOs 
constitute a tightly-woven fabric of ties between states and that this network provides an important 
channel through which states can influence the behavior of others. Indeed, his analysis suggests that 
a policy of isolating rogue states is probably self-defeating given that this will reduce their exposure to 
some of the more positive IGO-based influences on their human rights. Greenhill's analysis of the role 
of IGOs in rights diffusion will not only increase our understanding of the international politics of human 
rights; it will also reshape how we think about the role of international institutions in world politics.

Human Rights Futures

With authoritarian states and global culture wars threatening human rights, this volume weighs hopes 
the for effective human rights advocacy.

Trade Cooperation

This unique collection of original essays describes preferential trade agreements, explains why they 
have spread and explores their effects.

Handbook on Globalisation and Labour Standards

This comprehensive Handbook explores the complex and volatile debate over globalisation and labour 
standards. It offers key insights into the impact of globalisation on workers, the obligations of corpo-
rations and international legal bodies in protecting workers’ rights and maximising the opportunities 
offered by international trade and investment.

The Shifting Landscape of Global Trade Governance

Takes stock of current challenges to the world trading system and develops scenarios for the future.

Human Rights

Introducing readers to the theory and practice of human rights, this text emphasises how the experi-
ences of the victims of human rights violations are related to legal, philosophical and social-scientific 
approaches to human rights.

Movements for Human Rights

How do people work together to advance human rights? Do people form groups to prevent human 
rights from being enforced? Why? In what ways do circumstances matter to the work of individuals 
collectively working to shape human rights practices? Human society is made of individuals within 
contexts—tectonic plates not of the earth’s crust but of groups and individuals who scrape and shift 
as we bump along, competing for scarce resources and getting along. These movements, large and 



small, are the products of actions individuals take in communities, within families and legal structures. 
These individuals are able to live longer, yet continue to remain vulnerable to dangers arising from the 
environment, substances, struggles for power, and a failure to understand that in most ways we are the 
same as our neighbors. Yet it is because we live together in layers of diverse communities that we want 
our ability to speak to be unhindered by others, use spirituality to help us understand ourselves and 
others, possess a space and objects that are ours alone, and join with groups that share our values and 
interests, including circumstances where we do not know who our fellow neighbor is. For this reason 
sociologists have identified the importance of movements and change in human societies. When we 
collaborate in groups, individuals can change the contours of their daily lives. Within this book you will 
find the building blocks for human rights in our communities. To understand why sometimes we enjoy 
human rights and other times we experience vulnerability and risk, sociologists seek to understand the 
individual within her context. Bringing together prominent sociologists to grapple with these questions, 
Movements for Human Rights: Locally and Globally, offers insights into the ways that people move for 
(and against) human rights.

Sovereignty, State Failure and Human Rights

This book argues that the effectiveness of the state apparatus is one of the crucial variables determining 
human rights conditions, and that state weakness and failure is responsible for much of the human 
rights abuses we see today. Weak states are unable to control their own agents or to police abuses 
by private actors, resulting in less accountability and more abuse. By contrast, stronger states have 
greater capacities to protect human rights; even strong authoritarian states tend to have better human 
rights conditions than weak ones. The first two chapters of the book develop the theoretical connections 
between international law, sovereignty, states and rights, and the consequences of state failure for 
these relationships. The empirical chapters (Chapters 3-6) test the validity of these theoretical claims, 
employing a multi-method approach that combines quantitative and qualitative methods. Englehart 
uses case studies of Afghanistan, Burma/Myanmar and the Indian state of Bihar to analyze types and 
patterns of state failure, based on analysis of NGO reports, archival research, primary and secondary 
texts, and interviews and field research. Examining what happens to human rights when states fail, the 
book concludes with implications for scholars and activists concerned with human rights. This book will 
be of great use to scholars of international relations, comparative politics, human rights law and state 
sovereignty.

Labor Rights and Multinational Production

Labor Rights and Multinational Production investigates the relationship between workers' rights and 
multinational production. Mosley argues that some types of multinational production, embodied in 
directly owned foreign investment, positively affect labor rights. But other types of international produc-
tion, particularly subcontracting, can engender competitive races to the bottom in labor rights. To test 
these claims, Mosley presents newly generated measures of collective labor rights, covering a wide 
range of low- and middle-income nations for the 1985–2002 period. Labor Rights and Multinational 
Production suggests that the consequences of economic openness for developing countries are 
highly dependent on foreign firms' modes of entry and, more generally, on the precise way in which 
each developing country engages the global economy. The book contributes to academic literature in 
comparative and international political economy, and to public policy debates regarding the effects of 
globalization.

The Oxford Handbook of the Political Economy of International Trade

The Oxford Handbook of the Political Economy of International Trade surveys the literature on the 
politics of international trade and highlights the most exciting recent scholarly developments. The 
Handbook is focused on work by political scientists that draws extensively on work in economics, but 
is distinctive in its applications and attention to political features; that is, it takes politics seriously. The 
Handbook's framework is organized in part along the traditional lines of domestic society-domestic 
institutions - international interaction, but elaborates this basic framework to showcase the most 
important new developments in our understanding of the political economy of trade. Within the field of 
international political economy, international trade has long been and continues to be one of the most 
vibrant areas of study. Drawing on models of economic interests and integrating them with political 
models of institutions and society, political scientists have made great strides in understanding the 
sources of trade policy preferences and outcomes. The 27 chapters in the Handbook include contri-



butions from prominent scholars around the globe, and from multiple theoretical and methodological 
traditions. The Handbook considers the development of concepts and policies about international trade; 
the influence of individuals, firms, and societies; the role of domestic and international institutions; 
and the interaction of trade and other issues, such as monetary policy, environmental challenges, and 
human rights. Showcasing both established theories and findings and cutting-edge new research, the 
Handbook is a valuable reference for scholars of political economy.

Handbook of Sociology and Human Rights

Long the province of international law, human rights now enjoys a renaissance of studies and new 
perspectives from the social sciences. This landmark book is the first to synthesize and comprehen-
sively evaluate this body of work. It fosters an interdisciplinary, international, and critical engagement 
both in the social study of human rights and the establishment of a human rights approach throughout 
the field of sociology. Sociological perspectives bring new questions to the interdisciplinary study of 
human rights, as amply illustrated in this book. The Handbook is indispensable to any interdisciplinary 
collection on human rights or on sociology. This text: Brings new perspectives to the study of human 
rights in an interdisciplinary fashion. Offers state-of-the-art summaries, critical discussions of estab-
lished human rights paradigms, and a host of new insights and further research directions. Fosters 
a comprehensive human rights approach to sociology, topically representing all 45 sections of the 
American Sociological Association.

Global Governance in a World of Change

Introduces the idea of modes of governance to compare the causes and consequences of changes in 
global institutions.

Power Plays

Power Plays argues that international institutions prevent extortion in some areas, but cause states to 
shift coercive behavior into less effective policy domains.

Governing Guns, Preventing Plunder

From human trafficking to the smuggling of small arms to the looting of antiquities, illicit trade poses 
significant threats to international order. So why is it so difficult to establish international cooperation 
against illicit trade? Governing Guns, Preventing Plunder offers a novel, thought-provoking answer 
to this crucial question. Conventional wisdom holds that criminal groups are the biggest obstacle to 
efforts to suppress illicit trade. Contrarily, Asif Efrat explains how legitimate actors, such as museums 
that acquire looted antiquities, seek to hinder these regulatory efforts. Yet such attempts to evade 
regulation fuel international political conflicts between governments demanding action against illicit 
trade and others that are reluctant to cooperate. The book offers a framework for understanding the 
domestic origins of these conflicts and how the distribution of power shapes their outcome. Through 
this framework, Efrat explains why the interests of governments vary across countries, trades, and time. 
In a fascinating empirical analysis, he solves a variety of puzzles: Why is the international regulation 
of small arms much weaker than international drug control? What led the United States and Britain 
to oppose the efforts against the plunder of antiquities, and why did they ultimately join these efforts? 
How did American pressure motivate Israel to tackle sex trafficking? Efrat's findings will change the 
way we think about illicit trade, offering valuable insights to scholars, activists, and policymakers.
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