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The Islamic Quest for Democracy, Pluralism, and Human Rights

In today's world all eyes are on Iran, which has grappled with an experiment that has had a massive 
global impact. For some, the Iranian Revolution of 1978-79 was the triumph of a modern, political 
Islam, heralding Muslim justice and economic prosperity. Others, including many of the original 
revolutionaries, saw religious fanatics attempting to roll back time by creating a despotic theocracy. 
Either way, the Iranian Revolution changed the Muslim world. It not only inspired the Muslim masses 
but also reinvigorated intellectual debates on the nature and possibilities of an Islamic state. The new 
'Islamic Republic of Iran' combined not just religion and the state, but theocracy and democracy. Yet the 
revolution's heirs were soon engaged in a protracted struggle over its legacy. Dissident thinkers, from 
within an Islamic framework, sought a rights-based political order that could accept dissent, tolerance, 
pluralism, women's rights and civil liberties. Their ideas led directly to the presidency of Mohammad 
Khatami and, despite their political failure, they did leave a permanent legacy by demystifying Iranian 
religious politics, and condemning the use of the Shariah to justify autocratic rule. This book tells the 
story of the reformist movement through the world of Hasan Yousefi Eshkevari. An active supporter of 
the revolution who became one of the most outspoken critics of theocracy, Eshkevari developed ideas 
of 'Islamic democratic government', which have attracted considerable attention in Iran and elsewhere. 
In presenting a selection of Eshkevari's writings, this book reveals the intellectual and political trajectory 
of a Muslim thinker and his attempts to reconcile Islam with reform and democracy. As such it makes 
a highly original contribution to our understanding of the difficult social and political issues confronting 
the Islamic world today.

Islam and Democracy in Iran

This book tackles the most significant issues facing Muslims today. Sachedina argues that we must 
reopen the doors of religious interpretation--to correct false interpretations, replace outdated laws, and 
formulate new doctrines. His book critically analyzes Muslim teachings on such issues as pluralism, 
civil society, war and peace, and violence and self-sacrifice.

The Islamic Roots of Democratic Pluralism

Challenging the view of Islamic extremists and critics of Islam, this book explores the very topical 
issue of Islam’s compatibility with democracy. It examines: principles of Islam's political theory and the 
notion of democracy therein the notion of democracy in medieval and modern Muslim thought Islam 
and human rights the contribution of Islamic legal ideas to European legal philosophy and law. The 
book addresses the pressing need for a systematic show of an Islamic politics of human rights and 
democracy grounded in the Qur’an. The West wonders about Islam and human rights, and its own 
ability to incorporate Muslim minority communities. Many Muslims also seek to find within Islam support 
source for democratic governance and human rights.

Democracy In Islam

Throughout the Middle East, and in the west as well, there has been much discussion concerning the 
notion of Islamic rule and the application of shari'ah by the state. Central to these debates are the 
three key themes that Mohammad Abed al-Jabri looks at in this book: democracy, human rights and 
law. Jabri, one of the most influential political philosophers in the contemporary Middle East, examines 
how these three concepts have been applied in the history of the Arab world, and shows that they 
are determined by political and social context, not by Islamic doctrine. Jabri argues that in order to 
develop democratic societies in which human rights are respected, the Arab world cannot simply rely 
on old texts and traditions. Nor can it import democratic models from the West. Instead, he says, a new 
tradition will have to be forged by today's Arabs themselves, on their own terms. Through analysis of 
contemporary Arab ideology, its doubts about democracy, whether human rights are universal and the 
role of women and minorities in Islamic society, he expounds on the most pertinent issues in modern 
political philosophy. This lively interrogation of the building blocs of western conceptions of a modern 
state is a classic text and is vital for all students of modern Islamic political thought.

Democracy, Human Rights and Law in Islamic Thought

Many Muslim intellectuals and political activists have begun to move beyond classical political Islam 
to embrace a more pluralistic, democratic order by developing the concept of "Muslim democracy." 
Perhaps the most prominent example is the Tunisian Ennahda Party, which declared itself to no longer 



be "Islamist" but a "Muslim Democratic" party in 2016. While there has been some scholarship on 
the phenomenon of "Muslim democracy," this book represents the first volume in English to offer 
a translation of primary source texts elaborating its ideological contours. The head of the Ennahda 
Party, and an internationally prominent Muslim political thinker and intellectual, Rached Ghannouchi 
is known around the world as the preeminent theorist of a reconciliation between modern Islamic 
political thought and democratic theory. On Muslim Democracy gathers a number of Ghannouchi's most 
important essays, making them available in English for the first time. The book also includes a lengthy 
philosophical-theological dialogue between Ghannouchi and American political theorist Andrew March. 
In the dialogues, March and Ghannouchi discuss the influences on and evolution of Ghannouchi's 
thought, and the meaning of concepts like democracy, pluralism, justice, and law across Islamic and 
Western philosophical traditions. This volume presents a well-rounded view into the influential work 
of Rached Ghannouchi, further supported by previously unpublished, illuminating conversations on 
critical topics in Muslim politics.

On Muslim Democracy

Vordiplomarbeit aus dem Jahr 2005 im Fachbereich Politik - Internationale Politik - Thema: Frieden 
und Konflikte, Sicherheit, Note: gut, FernUniversität Hagen (Frieden und Demokratie), 32 Quellen im 
Literaturverzeichnis, Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: There is not one Islam. There is one holy book, the 
Quran, which causes many different effects, peaceful and bellicose ones. Obviously and consensual 
Al-Qaida and despotic political regimes do not contribute to world peace. On the other hand we have 
very peaceful Muslim individuals and states like Malasya. Apparently it will not be possible to conclude 
definitely whether Islam is peaceful or bellicose, or anything between. This essay rather tries to analise 
the capacity for peace of Islam. Due to the actual spread between peaceful and bellicose Muslim unities 
(individuals and groups or states) and the fact that history influenced and influences Islam, this study 
aims to analise at the roots of Islam. Therefore three main sources, unaffected by historical or other 
influences, are used: the Quran, the Sunna1 and the constitution of Medina. Accepting the Islamic 
principle that the Prophet Mohammed get revelation directly from God and therefore can not be wrong 
one can assume that all his actions and sayings were purely Islamic. After an overview what God in 
Islamic perception is and if and how Islamic sources can be interpreted we will analise the peacefulness 
of Islam by comparing Islamic values and principles to the civilising hexagon from Dieter Senghaas.

Islam and Peace

"Addresses the question of human rights in the international context, focusing in particular on the 
interaction between human rights as a value and norm in international relations and Islam as a 
constitutent of political culture in particular societies" -- Back cover.

Islam, Liberalism and Human Rights

Contesting stereotypes about a supposedly monolithic Islam inherently incompatible with human rights, 
Mayer dissects the political motives behind the selective use of elements of the Islamic tradition by 
conservative groups opposed to democracy and human rights.

Islam and Human Rights

One of the most dynamic aspects of the Islamic revival during the past two centuries has been the 
rethinking of Islamic political thought. A broad range of actors, ideas, and ideologies characterize the 
debate on how Islamic ethics and law should be manifested in modern institutions. Yet this aspect of 
the "return to Islam" has been neglected by policymakers, the media, and even many scholars, who 
equate "political Islam" with merely one strand, labeled "Islamic fundamentalism." Bringing together 
ten essays from six volumes of the Ethikon Series in Comparative Ethics, this book gives a rounded 
treatment to the subject of Islamic political ethics. The authors explore the Islamic ethics of civil society, 
boundaries, pluralism, and war and peace. They consider questions of diversity, discussing, among 
other subjects, Islamic regimes' policies regarding women and religious minorities. The chapters on 
war and peace take up such crucial and timely issues as the Islamic ethics of jihad, examining both the 
legitimate conditions for the declaration of war and the proper conduct of war. In their discussions, the 
contributors analyze the works of classical writers as well as the full range of modern reinterpretations. 
But beyond these analyses of previous and contemporary thinkers, the essays also reach back to 
the two fundamental sources of Islamic ethics--the Qur'an and traditions of the Prophet--to develop 
fresh insights into how Islam and Muslims can contribute to human society in the twenty-first century. 



The authors are Dale F. Eickelman, Hasan Hanafi, Sohail H. Hashmi, Farhad Kazemi, John Kelsay, 
Muhammad Khalid Masud, Sulayman Nyang, Bassam Tibi, and M. Raquibuz Zaman. From the foreword 
by Jack Miles: "Western foreign ministers and secretaries of state may have to learn a little theology if 
the looming clash between embattled elements both in the West and in the Muslim umma is to yield to 
disengagement and peaceful coexistence, to say nothing of fruitful collaboration. . . . It is, then, no idle 
academic exercise that the thinkers whose work is collected here have in hand. The long-term practical 
importance of their work can scarcely be overstated."

Islamic Political Ethics

Grounded in the Weberian tradition, Islam and Democracy in South Asia: The Case of Bangladesh 
presents a critical analysis of the complex relationship between Islam and democracy in South Asia 
and Bangladesh. The book posits that Islam and democracy are not necessarily incompatible, but that 
the former has a contributory role in the development of the latter. Islam came to Bengal largely by Sufis 
and missionaries through peaceful means and hence a moderate form of this religion got rooted in the 
society. Both militant Islam and militant secularism are equal threats to democracy and pluralism. Like 
democracy, political Islam has many faces. Political Islam adhering to democratic norms and practices, 
what the authors call “democratic Islamism,” unlike “militant Islamism,” is not anti-democratic. The book 
shows that the suppression of democracy and human rights creates avenues for the consolidation of 
militant Islamism, orthodox Islam, and “Islamic” terrorism, while the “fair play” of democracy results in 
the decline of anti-democratic form of political Islam.

Islam and Democracy in South Asia

Islam is of major contemporary interest. It is a topic that is regularly featured in the news and is 
frequently a debated subject. This book is intended to provide easy reading of basic facts on Democracy 
and Islam as two systems of governance. These are the series: • Democracy and Islam: Two Systems 
of Governance • Evolution of the Umma and the Rise of Islam • Muhammad `s Arabia. The Abode 
of the Prophet of Islam • The Spread of the Islamic Empire from Arabia through the Middle East, 
Asia, Africa, Eastern and Western Europe. This series of books provides basic information in an easy 
readable approach. In this book, Democracy and Islam, ideologies, principles, and governance are 
discussed, highlighting the principal differences and their relevance to law and order, economy, culture, 
and individualism. Islamic and democratic rules are explored, providing an in-depth understanding of 
the impact of the two types of governance. Contemporary political scenarios are discussed, providing 
a background on conflicts in the Middle East and enabling the readers to gauge the progress toward 
democratization in the nations of Middle East. The next two books explore the circumstances under 
which Islam was born and how it evolved into the Umma. The fourth book analyzes the forces by 
which Islam spread through the Middle East, Asia, Africa, and Eastern and Western Europe. Primary 
and secondary sources, websites by acknowledged academic authors, and media reporting current 
affairs have been sourced. Pursuing these enable the reader to keep abreast with current affairs. A list 
for further reading encourages the reader to develop a wider knowledge base and pursue a deeper 
understanding.

Democracy and Islam

Contemporary Islam provides a counterweight to the prevailing opinions of Islamic thought as conser-
vative and static with a preference for violence over dialogue. It gathers together a collection of eminent 
scholars from around the world who tackle issues such as intellectual pluralism, gender, the ethics of 
political participation, human rights, non-violence and religious harmony. This is a highly topical and 
important study which gives a progressive outlook for Islam's role in modern politics and society.

Contemporary Islam

In 1948, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted and proclaimed the International 
Declaration of Human Rights, a document designed to hold both individuals and nations accountable 
for their treatment of fellow human beings, regardless of religious or cultural affiliations. Since then, 
the compatibility of Islam and human rights has emerged as a particularly thorny issue of international 
concern, and has been addressed by Muslim rulers, conservatives, and extremists, as well as Western 
analysts and policymakers; all have commonly agreed that Islamic theology and human rights cannot 
coexist. Abdulaziz Sachedina rejects this informal consensus, arguing instead for the essential com-
patibility of Islam and human rights. He offers a balanced and incisive critique of Western experts who 



have ignored or underplayed the importance of religion to the development of human rights, contending 
that any theory of universal rights necessarily emerges out of particular cultural contexts. At the same 
time, he re-examines the juridical and theological traditions that form the basis of conservative Muslim 
objections to human rights, arguing that Islam, like any culture, is open to development and change. 
Finally, and most importantly, Sachedina articulates a fresh position that argues for a correspondence 
between Islam and secular notions of human rights.

Islam and the Challenge of Human Rights

There is a struggle for the hearts and minds of Muslims unfolding across the Islamic world. The conflict 
pits Muslims who support pluralism and democracy against others who insist such institutions are 
antithetical to Islam. With some 1.3 billion people worldwide professing Islam, the outcome of this 
contest is sure to be one of the defining political events of the twenty-first century. Bringing together 
twelve engaging essays by leading specialists focusing on individual countries, this pioneering book 
examines the social origins of civil-democratic Islam, its long-term prospects, its implications for the 
West, and its lessons for our understanding of religion and politics in modern times. Although depicted 
by its opponents as the product of political ideas "made in the West" civil-democratic Islam represents 
an indigenous politics that seeks to build a distinctive Islamic modernity. In countries like Turkey, Iran, 
Malaysia, and Indonesia, it has become a major political force. Elsewhere its influence is apparent 
in efforts to devise Islamic grounds for women's rights, religious tolerance, and democratic citizenship. 
Everywhere it has generated fierce resistance from religious conservatives. Examining this high-stakes 
clash, Remaking Muslim Politics breaks new ground in the comparative study of Islam and democracy. 
The contributors are Bahman Baktiari, Thomas Barfield, John R. Bowen, Dale F. Eickelman, Robert 
W. Hefner, Peter Mandaville, Augustus Richard Norton, Gwenn Okruhlik, Michael G. Peletz, Diane 
Singerman, Jenny B. White, and Muhammad Qasim Zaman.

Remaking Muslim Politics

This book examines the role that political Islam plays in processes of democratization in the Muslim 
world, detailing the political processes that facilitate the collective learning of democratic ways of solving 
the practical problems of those polities. Democratization in the Muslim World represents an important 
contribution to the debate on democratization and political Islam that emphasises the synergetic effects 
and global reach of both Islamist and democratic politics. It comes to terms with the problematic 
relationship between Islam and democracy in the uncertain post-Cold War, post-9/11 world order by 
highlighting the malleability of Islamic discourses and of its institutional resources, as well as the 
diversity of the political strategies of incumbent regimes to remain in power. It combines key theoretical 
issues and country-specific studies of some of the most relevant Muslim polities of the post-Cold War 
and post-9/11 era. This text was previously published as a special issue of Democratization and will be 
of interest to students of Middle East politics, governance, democracy, and human rights.

Democratization in the Muslim World

This volume combines rigorous empirical and theoretical analyses with political engagement to look 
beyond reductive short-hands that ignore the historical evolution and varieties of Islamic doctrine 
and that deny the complexities of Muslim societies' encounters with modernity itself. Are Islam and 
democracy compatible? Can we shed the language of 'Islam vs. the West' for new political imaginaries? 
The authors analyze struggles over political legitimacy since the Arab Spring and the rise of Al Qaeda 
and ISIS in their historical and political complexity across the MENA (Middle East and North Africa) 
region. Distinguishing multiculturalism from interculturalism and understanding multiple modernities, 
philosophers in the volume tease out the complexities of civilizational encounters. The volume also 
shows how the Paris massacres or the Danish caricature controversy do not remain confined to Europe 
but influence struggles and confrontations within Muslim societies. Gender and Islam are addressed 
from a comparative perspective bringing into conversation not only the experience of different Muslim 
countries with Islamic law but also by analysing Jewish family law.

Toward New Democratic Imaginaries - 0stanbul Seminars on Islam, Culture and Politics

Some argue that Muslims have no tradition of separation of church and state and therefore can't 
participate in secular, pluralist society. At the other extreme, some Muslims argue that it is the 
duty of all believers to resist western forms of government and to impose Islamic law. Andrew F. 
March demonstrates that there are very strong and authentically Islamic arguments for accepting the 



demands of citizenship in a liberal democracy, many of them found even in medieval works of Islamic 
jurisprudence. In fact, he shows, it is precisely the fact that Rawlsian political liberalism makes no claim.

Human Rights in Islam [Mawdudi]

Developed in response to the events of September 11, 2001, these 14 articles from prominent Muslim 
thinkers offer a provocative reassessment of Islam's relationship with the modern world. Confronting 
issues such as racism, justice, sexuality and gender, this book reveals the real challenges faced by 
Muslims of both sexes in contemporary Western society. A probing, frank, and intellectually refreshing 
testament to the capacity of Islam for renewal, change, and growth, these articles from fifteen Muslim 
scholars and activists address the challenging and complex issues that confront Muslims today. 
Avoiding fundamentalist and apologetic approaches, the book concentrates on the key areas of debate 
in progressive Islamic thought: "Contemporary Islam," "Gender Justice," and "Pluralism." With further 
contributions on subjects as diverse and controversial as the alienation of Muslim youth; Islamic law, 
marriage, and feminism; and the role of democracy in Islam, this volume will prove thought-provoking 
for all those interested in the challenges of justice and pluralism facing the Muslim world as it confronts 
the twenty-first century.

Islam and Liberal Citizenship

Is there a basis for human rights in Islam? Beginning with an exploration of what rights are and how 
the human rights discourse developed, Abdullah Saeed explores the resources that exist within Islamic 
tradition. He looks at those that are compatible with international human rights law and can be garnered 
to promote and protect human rights in Muslim-majority states. A number of rights are given specific 
focus, including the rights of women and children, freedom of expression and religion, as well as jihad 
and the laws of war. Human Rights and Islam emphasises the need for Muslims to rethink problematic 
areas of Islamic thought that are difficult to reconcile with contemporary conceptions of human rights.

Progressive Muslims

In the last few years, issues related to human rights, including encouraging the democratization of 
Muslim societies from the Middle East to Southeast Asia, have acquired great importance in shaping 
the character of U.S.-Muslim relations and U.S. policy toward Muslim countries. An important impetus 
behind this development were the tragic events of 9/11, which demonstrated the destructive potential of 
militant groups that use a distorted interpretation of Islam as justification for their actions. These events 
also led to a greater realization by the United States--and the West--that a lack of democracy and lack of 
respect for human rights have been contributory factors to the rise of militant Islam. Consequently, in its 
approach toward the Muslim world, the United States has emphasized the themes of human rights and 
democracy. Within the Islamic world, too, both secular and moderate Islamists have begun focusing on 
issues related to human rights. Although many conservative Muslims believe that Islam is incompatible 
with Western notions of democracy and human rights, reformist Muslim thinkers and activists maintain 
that a proper reading of Islamic injunctions and the ethical values underpinning those injunctions shows 
there is no such incompatibility. Complicating the debate is the fact that many Muslims--secular as 
well as conservative and reformist--doubt the seriousness of the U.S. commitment to the cause of 
human rights and democracy in the Muslim world, believing that the United States applies human 
rights' standards selectively to suit its strategic and economic interests. Irrespective of the validity of 
these charges, they are part of the context of the U.S.-Muslim dialogue on human rights. And it is this 
complex dialogue that this volume seeks to advance.

Human Rights and Islam

The Routledge Handbook of Political Islam provides a multidisciplinary overview of the phenomenon 
of political Islam, one of the key political movements of our time. Drawing on the expertise from some 
of the top scholars in the world it examines the main issues surrounding political Islam across the 
world, from aspects of Muslim integration in the West to questions of political legitimacy in the Muslim 
world. Bringing together an international team of renowned and respected experts on the topic, the 
chapters in the book present a critical account of: Theoretical foundations of political Islam Historical 
background Geographical spread of Islamist movements Political strategies adopted by Islamist groups 
Terrorism Attitudes towards democracy Relations between Muslims and the West in the international 
sphere Challenges of integration Gender relations. Presenting readers with the diversity of views on 
political Islam in a nuanced and dispassionate manner, this handbook is an essential addition to the 



existing literature on Islam and politics. It will be of interest across a wide range of disciplines, including 
political science, Islamic studies, sociology and history.

Islam and Human Rights

Available now for the first time in English, the most important work of one of the great moderate political 
leaders of the Muslim world Rached Ghannouchi has long been known as a reformist or moderate 
Islamist thinker. In Public Freedoms in the Islamic State, his most influential book, he argues that the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights—in its broad outlines—should be widely accepted by Muslims 
under the correct interpretation of Islamic law and theology. Under his theory of the purposes of Shari‘a, 
justice and human welfare are not exclusive to Islamic governance, and the objectives of Islamic law 
can be advanced in multiple ways. Appearing in English translation here for the first time, this book is 
a major statement by one of the most important political theorists in the modern Middle East.

Routledge Handbook of Political Islam

"In today's world all eyes are on Iran, which has grappled with an experiment that has had a massive 
global impact. For some, the Iranian Revolution of 1978-79 was the triumph of a modern, political 
Islam, heralding Muslim justice and economic prosperity. Others, including many of the original 
revolutionaries, saw religious fanatics attempting to roll back time by creating a despotic theocracy. 
Either way, the Iranian Revolution changed the Muslim world. It not only inspired the Muslim masses 
but also reinvigorated intellectual debates on the nature and possibilities of an Islamic state. The new 
'Islamic Republic of Iran' combined not just religion and the state, but theocracy and democracy. Yet the 
revolution's heirs were soon engaged in a protracted struggle over its legacy. Dissident thinkers, from 
within an Islamic framework, sought a rights-based political order that could accept dissent, tolerance, 
pluralism, women's rights and civil liberties. Their ideas led directly to the presidency of Mohammad 
Khatami and, despite their political failure, they did leave a permanent legacy by demystifying Iranian 
religious politics, and condemning the use of the Shariah to justify autocratic rule. This book tells the 
story of the reformist movement through the world of Hasan Yousefi Eshkevari. An active supporter of 
the revolution who became one of the most outspoken critics of theocracy, Eshkevari developed ideas 
of 'Islamic democratic government', which have attracted considerable attention in Iran and elsewhere. 
In presenting a selection of Eshkevari's writings, this book reveals the intellectual and political trajectory 
of a Muslim thinker and his attempts to reconcile Islam with reform and democracy. As such it makes 
a highly original contribution to our understanding of the difficult social and political issues confronting 
the Islamic world today."--Bloomsbury publishing.

Public Freedoms in the Islamic State

Civil Islam tells the story of Islam and democratization in Indonesia, the world's largest Muslim nation. 
Challenging stereotypes of Islam as antagonistic to democracy, this study of courage and reformation in 
the face of state terror suggests possibilities for democracy in the Muslim world and beyond. Democratic 
in the early 1950s and with rich precedents for tolerance and civility, Indonesia succumbed to violence. 
In 1965, Muslim parties were drawn into the slaughter of half a million communists. In the aftermath of 
this bloodshed, a "New Order" regime came to power, suppressing democratic forces and instituting 
dictatorial controls that held for decades. Yet from this maelstrom of violence, repressed by the state 
and denounced by conservative Muslims, an Islamic democracy movement emerged, strengthened, 
and played a central role in the 1998 overthrow of the Soeharto regime. In 1999, Muslim leader 
Abdurrahman Wahid was elected President of a reformist, civilian government. In explaining how this 
achievement was possible, Robert Hefner emphasizes the importance of civil institutions and public 
civility, but argues that neither democracy nor civil society is possible without a civilized state. Against 
portrayals of Islam as inherently antipluralist and undemocratic, he shows that Indonesia's Islamic 
reform movement repudiated the goal of an Islamic state, mobilized religiously ecumenical support, 
promoted women's rights, and championed democratic ideals. This broadly interdisciplinary and timely 
work heightens our awareness of democracy's necessary pluralism, and places Indonesia at the center 
of our efforts to understand what makes democracy work.

Islam and Democracy in Iran

Are Islam and democracy on a collision course? Do Islamic movements seek to "hijack democracy?" 
How have governments in the Muslim world responded to the many challenges of Islam and democracy 
today? A global religious resurgence and calls for greater political participation have been major 



forces in the post-Cold War period. Across the Muslim world, governments and Islamic movements 
grapple with issues of democratization and civil society. Islam and Democracy explores the Islamic 
sources (beliefs and institutions) relevant to the current debate over greater political participation and 
democratization. Esposito and Voll use six case studies--Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Malaysia, Pakistan, and 
Sudan--to look at the diversity of Muslim experiences and experiments. At one end of the spectrum, 
Iran and Sudan represent two cases of militant, revolutionary Islam establishing political systems. In 
Pakistan and Malaysia, however, the new movements have been recognized and made part of the 
political process. Egypt and Algeria reveal the coexistence of both extremist and moderate Islamic 
activism and demonstrate the complex challenges confronting ruling elites. These case studies prove 
that despite commonalities, differing national contexts and identities give rise to a multiplicity of 
agendas and strategies. This broad spectrum of case studies, reflecting the multifaceted relationship 
of Islam and Democracy, provides important insight into the powerful forces of religious resurgence 
and democratization which will inevitably impact global politics in the twenty first century.

Civil Islam

Is Islam compatible with democracy? Must fundamentalism win out in the Middle East, or will democra-
cy ever be possible? In her groundbreaking new book, Moroccan sociologist Fatima Mernissi explores 
the ways in which people on dramatically opposing sides - feminists and defenders of democracy versus 
violent fundamentalists - must use the same sacred texts to prove different views. Islam and Democracy 
serves as a guide to the players moving the pieces on the rather grim Muslim chessboard, to illuminate 
what seems to be a battle from another age - a battle the Gulf War revealed as having a very modern 
technological component. It raises provocative questions about the possibilities for democracy and 
human rights in the Islamic world, and it is essential reading for anyone interested in the politics of the 
Middle East.

Islam and Democracy

Despite the intense media focus on Muslims and their religion since the tragedy of 9/11, few Western 
scholars or policymakers today have a clear idea of the distinctions between Islam and the politically 
based fundamentalist movement known as Islamism. In this important and illuminating book, Bassam 
Tibi, a senior scholar of Islamic politics, provides a corrective to this dangerous gap in our understand-
ing. He explores the true nature of contemporary Islamism and the essential ways in which it differs 
from the religious faith of Islam. Drawing on research in twenty Islamic countries over three decades, 
Tibi describes Islamism as a political ideology based on a reinvented version of Islamic law. In separate 
chapters devoted to the major features of Islamism, he discusses the Islamist vision of state order, the 
centrality of antisemitism in Islamist ideology, Islamism's incompatibility with democracy, the reinvention 
of jihadism as terrorism, the invented tradition of shari'a law as constitutional order, and the Islamists' 
confusion of the concepts of authenticity and cultural purity. Tibi's concluding chapter applies elements 
of Hannah Arendt's theory to identify Islamism as a totalitarian ideology.

Islam And Democracy

This book starts with the prevailing idea of a conflicting relationship between Islam and the Western 
concept of democracy, both in theory and in practice. With this backdrop, the author addresses the cru-
cial question—Is Islam compatible with democracy? The book offers very useful discussions in framing 
the contemporary debates surrounding Islam and democracy, treads through diverse theoretical Islamic 
texts like the ‘Quran’ and ‘Sunnah’, discusses the historical evolution of the concept of Shura—the 
primary source of democratic ethics in Islam, provides an assessment of the views and visions of 
some selected Muslim scholars (from 19th to 21st centuries) on Islam–democracy compatibility, and 
examines the elements of compatibility between Islam and democracy without ignoring the basic 
differences that exist between the Western approach to democracy and Islamic political thought.

Islamism and Islam

What effect does Islamic political culture have on democracy and human rights practices? The author 
of this book suggests that too much emphasis is being placed on the power of Islam as a political force, 
stating that the political power of Islam can be better explained by other factors.

Islam and Democracy in the 21st Century



This challenging and unusual work discusses the issues of liberation theology and inter-religious 
dialogue from the Islamic point of view, focusing on the experience of the multi-religious community of 
South Africa.

Islamic Political Culture, Democracy, and Human Rights

Pt. 1. Introduction -- Freedom of religion in international law -- Women's human rights and religion: 
how do they co-exist? pt. 2. Reflections on religion, human rights and international law -- The twain 
doth meet! A preliminary exploration of the theory and practice of as-Siyar and international law in 
the contemporary world -- Religion as a source of international law -- Human rights and cultural 
relativism: the false dichotomy -- Some arguments on the universality of human rights in Islam. pt. 
3. Religions, values and constitutionalism within international human rights law -- Religion within the 
refugee context: squaring the circle? -- The advent of proportional human rights and the dignity inherent 
in individuals qua human beings -- The religiosity of jus cogens: a moral case for compliance? -- 
Why the Hindu caste system presents a new challenge for human rights. pt. 4. Islam, state practices 
and contemporary international law -- The role of Islam in human rights and development in Muslim 
states -- Human rights, natural justice and Pakistan's Shariat courts -- Women, Islamisation and human 
rights in Pakistan: developing strategies of resistance -- Nation-building in an Islamic state: minority 
rights and self-determination in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. pt. 5. Islam, minorities rights and 
the implications of 9/11 -- Multiculturalism and extremism: international law perspectives -- Prayers, 
planners and pluralism: protecting the rights of minority religious groups -- 'Are you a Protestant or a 
Catholic Muslim?' The path of Muslim integration into Northern Ireland -- Religion, minority rights and 
Muslims of the United Kingdom.

Qur'an Liberation and Pluralism

Promoting Islam as a defender of human rights is laden with difficulties. Advocates of human rights 
will readily point out numerous humanitarian failures carried out in the name of Islam. In The Rights 
of God, Irene Oh looks at human rights and Islam as a religious issue rather than a political or legal 
one and draws on three revered Islamic scholars to offer a broad range of perspectives that challenge 
our assumptions about the role of religion in human rights. The theoretical shift from the conception 
of morality based in natural duty and law to one of rights has created tensions that hinder a fruitful 
exchange between human rights theorists and religious thinkers. Does the static identification of human 
rights with lists of specific rights, such as those found in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
make sense given the cultural, historical, and religious diversity of the societies in which these rights 
are to be respected and implemented? In examining human rights issues of the contemporary Islamic 
world, Oh illustrates how the value of religious scholarship cannot be overestimated. Oh analyzes the 
commentaries of Abul A'la Maududi, Sayyid Qutb, and Abdolkarim Soroush--all prominent and often 
controversial Islamic thinkers--on the topics of political participation, religious toleration, and freedom 
of conscience. While Maududi and Qutb represent traditional Islam, and Soroush a more reform and 
Western-friendly approach, all three contend that Islam is indeed capable of accommodating and 
advocating human rights. Whereas disentangling politics and culture from religion is never easy, Oh 
shows that the attempt must be made in order to understand and overcome the historical obstacles 
that prevent genuine dialogue from taking place across religious and cultural boundaries.

Religion, Human Rights and International Law

Toward an Islamic Reformation is an ambitious attempt to modernize Islamic law, calling for reform 
of the historical formulations of Islamic law, commonly known as Shari'a that is perceived by many 
Muslims to be part of the Islamic faith. As a Muslim, Abdullahi Ahmed An-Na'im is sensitive to and 
appreciative of the delicate relationship between Islam as a religion and Islamic law. Nevertheless, he 
considers that the questions raised here must be resolved if the public law of Islam is to be implemented 
today. An-Na'im draws upon the teachings and writings of Sudanese reformer Mahmoud Mohamed 
Taha to provide what some have called the intellectual foundations for a total reinterpretation of the 
nature and meaning of Islamic public law.

The Rights of God

This book is devoted to the study and analysis of the prospects for democracy among the Muslim 
ethnicities of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), both those that have acquired full 
independence and those remaining within the Russian Federation. The nineteen Western academics 



and scholars from the Muslim countries and regions of the CIS who contribute to this volume view the 
establishment of democratic institutions in this region in the context of a wide and complex range of 
influences, above all the Russian/Soviet political legacy; native ethnic political culture and tradition; the 
Islamic faith; and the growing polarity between Western civilization and the Muslim world.

Toward an Islamic Reformation

Empirically analyzes Islam and human rights in constitutions of Muslim-majority states and theorizes 
why some adopted Islam in their constitutions.

Democracy and Pluralism in Muslim Eurasia

On 7 December 2014, a group of 25 prominent Malays (G25) issued an open call for moderate Malays 
and Muslims to speak out against the hate speeches targeted at non-Muslims by supremacist groups. 
They stressed that the extremist and intolerant voices do not speak for the general Muslim community, 
and they called for a review of Shariah law and civil law to be in line with the supremacy of the Federal 
Constitution. Will it be possible to arrest these destructive forces that are taking control of the future 
wellbeing of Malaysia? The G25 hopes it would, and that this book will bring greater awareness of the 
dangers that are tearing apart Malaysian's social fabric. In this important volume, 22 leading academics, 
lawyers and social activists discuss the impact of Islamic bureaucracy in Malaysia and its consistency 
with the provisions of the Federal Constitution. They also address the socio-political dimensions and 
cultural-economic implications on Malaysian society. The Contributors Dr Asiah Abu Samah Dr Asma 
Abdullah Aston Paiva Dr Azmi Sharom Dr Chandra Muzaffar Farouk A. Peru Fawza Sabila Faudzi 
Firdaus Husni Koh Kek Hoe Lim Heng Seng Dr Maszlee Malik Mohd Afif bin Daud Dr Mohd Azizuddin 
Mohd Sani Mohd Sheriff Mohd Kassim Dr Mohd Nawab Osman Nizam Bashir Ranita Hussein Rosli 
Dahlan Dr Shad Saleem Faruqi Shazal Yusuf Zain Dr Syed Farid Alatas Zainah Anwar

Democracy Under God

Can islam and democracy exist side by side? Is Islam compatible with democracy? The text examines 
one of the most frequently-asked and yet misguided questions. Democratic ethos should not and cannot 
be deduced from some essence of religions supposedly inscribed in the scriptures. Rather, they are the 
outcome of political struggles that push Islam toward democratic or authoritarian directions. Asef Bayat 
offers a new approach to examine Islam and democracy arguing how the social struggles of diverse 
Muslim populations, those with different interests and orientation, render Islam to embrace democratic 
ideas or authoritarian disposition. "Islamism" and "post-Islamism" are discussed as representing two 
contrasting movements which have taken Islam into different, authoritarian and inclusive, political 
directions.

Breaking The Silence

Islam and Democracy
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