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Exploring the core principles of conservation often reveals difficult dilemmas and uncomfortable 
truths.  Balancing ecological preservation with human needs and economic realities requires navigating 
complex ethical considerations. Understanding these challenges is crucial for effective and sustainable 
conservation efforts, ensuring the long-term health of our planet and its resources while addressing 
the immediate needs of local communities.
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Conservation

'Conservation: Principles, Dilemmas, and Uncomfortable Truths' presents multi-perspective critical 
analyses of the ethics and principles that guide the conservation of works of art and design, archaeo-
logical artefacts, buildings, monuments, and heritage sites on behalf of society. Contributors from the 
fields of philosophy, sociology, history, art and design history, museology, conservation, architecture, 
and planning and public policy address a wide range of conservation principles, practices, and 
theories from the US, Canada, Europe, Australia and New Zealand, encouraging the reader to make 
comparisons across subjects and disciplines. By wrestling with and offering ways of disentangling the 
ethical dilemmas confronting those who maintain and sustain cultural heritage for today and tomorrow, 
'Conservation: Principles, Dilemmas, and Uncomfortable Truths' provides an essential reference text for 
conservation professionals, museum and heritage professionals, art and cultural historians, lecturers 
and students, and all others invested in cultural heritage theories and practices. Alison Richmond, 
as a Senior Conservator in the Victoria and Albert Museum and Deputy Head of the Conservation 
Department at the Royal College of Art, maintains teaching and research roles in conservation theory, 
principles and ethics, and has developed decision-making tools for conservators. She is an Accredited 
Conservator-Restorer (ACR), a Fellow of the International Institute for Conservation (FIIC), and a 
Trustee of the UK’s Institute of Conservation (Icon) since 2005. Alison Bracker received her PhD in 
the History of Art from the University of Leeds, and manages the Events & Lectures programme at 
the Royal Academy of Arts in London. As co-founder of Bracker Fiske Consultants, she advises on 
the presentation, description, documentation, and care of artworks comprising modern media, and 
lectures and publishes widely on the theoretical and practical issues arising from the conservation of 
non-traditional and impermanent materials in contemporary works of art.
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The International Handbooks of Museum Studies, 4 Volume Set

The International Handbooks of Museum Studies is a multi-volume reference work that represents 
a state-of-the-art survey of the burgeoning field of museum studies. Featuring original essays by 
leading international museum experts and emerging scholars, readings cover all aspects of museum 
theory, practice, debates, and the impact of technologies. The four volumes in the series, divided 
thematically, offer in-depth treatment of all major issues relating to museum theory; historical and 
contemporary museum practice; mediations in art, design, and architecture; and the transformations 
and challenges confronting the museum. In addition to invaluable surveys of current scholarship, the 
entries include a rich and diverse panoply of examples and original case studies to illuminate the 
various perspectives. Unprecedented for its in-depth topic coverage and breadth of scholarship, the 
multi-volume International Handbooks of Museum Studies is an indispensable resource for the study 
of the development, roles, and significance of museums in contemporary society.

Touching Vision 2.023

The book's aim is to show how art can enrich a person's life. 22 essays starting from the themes of 
restoration and fine arts are arranged chronologically, with the focus slowly shifting towards generality, 
from disciplinary demarcation to inter- and transdisciplinary openness, as dictated by the spirit of the 
times. The visual updating of the author's cover design from 2004 points to "updates" both unintentional 
and intentional, but always inevitable, firmly rooted in the human desire to outwit the transience of 
time. Thus, the content of an essay may be critical, some essays creep into the poetic, some into the 



caricatural, nothing has the claim to permanence of an abstract truth, and everything serves to deepen 
the pleasure of art.

Heritage, Conservation and Communities

Public participation and local community involvement have taken centre stage in heritage practice in 
recent decades. In contrast with this established position in wider heritage work, public engagement 
with conservation practice is less well developed. The focus here is on conservation as the practical care 
of material cultural heritage, with all its associated significance for local people. How can we be more 
successful in building capacity for local ownership and leadership of heritage conservation projects, 
as well as improving participative involvement in decisions and in practice? This book presents current 
research and practice in community-led conservation. It illustrates that outcomes of locally-led, active 
participation show demonstrable social, educational and personal benefits for participants. Bringing 
together UK and international case studies, the book combines analysis of theoretical and applied 
approaches, exploring the lived experiences of conservation projects in and with different communities. 
Responding to the need for deeper understanding of the outcomes of heritage conservation, it 
examines the engagement of local people and communities beyond the expert and specialist domain. 
Highlighting the advances in this important aspect of contemporary heritage practice, this book is a key 
resource for practitioners in heritage studies, conservation and heritage management. It is also relevant 
for the practising professional, student or university researcher in an emerging field that overarches 
professional and academic practice.

Transforming Issues in Housing Design

TRANSFORMING ISSUES IN HOUSING DESIGN A practical and complete resource for students, 
researchers, and practitioners of housing design Transforming Issues in Housing Design delivers a 
comprehensive vision for the design, philosophy, psychology, efficiency, and constitution of housing. 
This collection of articles explores many of the most pressing and relevant issues related to the ongoing 
transformation of housing design. Twenty-two contributed chapters discuss the past and current state 
of housing design, how it evolved to become what it is today, and, finally, how it may unfold in the 
future. A team of global experts presents the most up-to-date research and a diverse and illuminating 
collection of examples to highlight housing design around the world. Readers will also find: A thorough 
introduction to modern housing design and how it relieves and contributes to various social and 
economic problems Insightful explorations of the built environment, interior architecture, urban design, 
sustainable living, space planning, and more Practical discussions of a theoretical framework to make 
sense of housing design concepts Complete treatments of concepts, research, and built projects from a 
diverse range of communities and cultures Perfect for architects and students of urban studies, interior 
design, and architecture, Transforming Issues in Housing Design will also benefit those who design, 
research, and teach housing.

Critical Built Heritage Practice and Conservation

Critical Built Heritage Practice and Conservation - Evolving Perspectives supports an alternative point 
of departure for engaging with the historic built environment, by critically questioning the legitimacy 
of dominant conservation concepts and methods that are often taken for granted within building 
conservation, architecture, and adaptive reuse. The meaning of heritage is changing. From pastness to 
presentness, from preservation to participation, and from tangible to intangible, heritage is increasingly 
understood as a dynamic, social, and intangible process across many disciplines. Consequently, the 
role and remit of the built heritage practitioner – and in particular the architectural conservationist – is 
becoming progressively complex and in need of a critical gaze. Is restoration really a falsehood from 
beginning to end? Should the condition of existing materials determine the conservation method? Is 
authenticity really an inherent quality within old buildings? By engaging with a critical interpretation of 
heritage, this book makes space for practitioners to consider the evolution of their own role within a 
rapidly changing context of built heritage practice. Reinforced by a shift in emphasis from materials 
to meanings, a ‘socio-material outlook’ is proposed which champions an enhanced focus on intangible 
heritage within the built heritage sector, whilst still acknowledging the physical condition of old buildings 
is a priority for many stakeholders. This book has been written with practitioners, students, and 
educators of architectural conservation in mind – although will also be of relevance to the broader 
built heritage industry; as well as academics, researchers, and heritage students with a passion for 
contemporary dialogues in heritage studies.

Contemporary Issues in Housing Design



The word ‘house’ has evolved throughout the millennia and infused itself into many languages; 
however, the basic reference to covering and sheltering has always been preserved. Housing in the 
contemporary sense refers to a relatively complex structure comprising different shapes and sizes 
accommodating various functionalities, evolving in accordance with cultural, social, technological, and 
natural progresses. A house provides more than basic protection, but is the backdrop for the daily lives 
of occupants, and even a reflection of an individual’s character, beliefs, and socioeconomic status. This 
book discusses an array of critical contemporary issues on housing design pertaining to sustainable 
practices, emerging technologies, heritage conservation, humanitarian efforts, fictional environments 
and their effects on occupants’ physical and psychological experience and well-being. As such, it will 
serve to develop further understanding and to enrich the perspectives of any designer and educator 
invested in the subject.

Participatory Practices in Art and Cultural Heritage

This edited volume analyzes participatory practices in art and cultural heritage in order to determine 
what can be learned through and from collaboration across disciplinary borders. Following recent 
developments in museology, museum policies and practices have tended to prioritize community 
engagement over a traditional focus on collecting and preserving museal objects. At many museal 
institutions, a shift from a focus on objects to a focus on audiences has taken place. Artistic practices 
in the visual arts, music, and theater are also increasingly taking on participatory forms. The world 
of cultural heritage has seen an upsurge in participatory governance models favoring the expertise 
of local communities over that of trained professionals. While museal institutions, artists, and policy 
makers consider participation as a tool for implementing diversity policy, a solution to social disjunction, 
and a form of cultural activism, such participation has also sparked a debate on definitions, and on 
issues concerning the distribution of authority, power, expertise, agency, and representation. While 
new forms of audience and community engagement and corresponding models for “co-creation” are 
flourishing, fundamental but paralyzing critique abounds and the formulation of ethical frameworks 
and practical guidelines, not to mention theoretical reflection and critical assessment of practices, 
are lagging. This book offers a space for critically reflecting on participatory practices with the aim 
of asking and answering the question: How can we learn to better participate? To do so, it focuses 
on the emergence of new norms and forms of collaboration as participation, and on actual lessons 
learned from participatory practices. If collaboration is the interdependent formulation of problems and 
entails the common definition of a shared problem space, how can we best learn to collaborate across 
disciplinary borders and what exactly can be learned from such collaboration?

Education, Values and Ethics in International Heritage

The changing and evolving relationship between museums and communities, Indigenous, ethnic and 
marginalized, has been a primary point of discussion in the heritage sector in recent years. Questions 
of official and unofficial heritage, whose artefacts to collect and exhibit and why, have informed and in-
fluenced museum practice. Developing from this, a key issue is whether it is possible to raise awareness 
of differing cultural perspectives, values and beliefs and incorporate this into the education and training 
of heritage professionals, with the aim of making 'cultural awareness' an integrated and sustainable 
core part of future heritage training and practice. This book discusses perceptions of values and ethics, 
authenticity and significance, and documents the historical, heritage and education context in North 
America, Scandinavia and the United Kingdom, with a particular emphasis on Aotearoa New Zealand. 
The author explores whether it is possible to learn respect for differing cultural perspectives through 
the undertaking of educational programmes, identifies various approaches that could complement the 
development of students and professionals in the cultural heritage and preservation sectors, and offers 
a means of actively engaging with cultural and professional values through a Taxonomy for Respecting 
Heritage and Values.

Collection Care/Sammlungspflege

Prevention is an attempt to look into the future and have a positive influence on it – therefore it is one of 
the most important aspects in the area of collection care, the central, current field of applied research 
in conservation and restoration. With sustainability damage and loss are avoided, dangers averted and 
research conducted. Collection care is only successful, if the theory is appropriately implemented in 
museum practice.



Paik's Virtual Archive

Two works -- Conceptual and material aspects of media art -- Musical roots of performed and 
performative media -- Zen for film -- Changeability and multimedia art -- Time and conservation -- 
Heterotemporalities -- The material and the immaterial archive -- Archival implications -- Conclusion: 
the many archai of conservation and curation

The Archaeologist's Laboratory

This second edition of the classic textbook, The Archaeologist’s Laboratory, is a substantially revised 
work that offers updated information on the archaeological work that follows fieldwork, such as the 
processing and analysis of artifacts and other evidence. An overarching theme of this edition is the 
quality and validity of archaeological arguments and the data we use to support them. The book 
introduces many of the laboratory activities that archaeologists carry out and the ways we can present 
research results, including graphs and artifact illustrations. Part I introduces general topics concerning 
measurement error, data quality, research design, typology, probability and databases. It also includes 
data presentation, basic artifact conservation, and laboratory safety. Part II offers brief surveys of 
the analysis of lithics and ground stone, pottery, metal artifacts, bone and shell artifacts, animal and 
plant remains, and sediments, as well as dating by stratigraphy, seriation and chronometric methods. 
It concludes with a chapter on archaeological illustration and publication. A new feature of the book 
is illustration of concepts through case studies from around the world and from the Palaeolithic to 
historical archaeology.The text is appropriate for senior undergraduate students and will also serve as 
a useful reference for graduate students and professional archaeologists.

Architecture and Fire

Architecture and Fire develops a conceptual reassessment of architectural conservation through the 
study of the intimate relationship between architecture and fire. Stamatis Zografos expands on the 
general agreement among many theorists that the primitive hut was erected around fire – locating 
fire as the first memory of architecture, at the very beginning of architectural evolution. Following 
the introduction, Zografos analyses the archive and the renewed interest in the study of archives 
through the psychoanalysis of Jacques Derrida. He moves on to explore the ambivalent nature of 
fire, employing the conflicting philosophies of Gaston Bachelard and Henri Bergson to do so, before 
discussing architectural conservation and the relationship between listed buildings, the function of 
archives, and the preservation of memories from the past. The following chapter investigates how 
architecture evolves by absorbing and accommodating fire, while the penultimate chapter examines 
the critical moment of architectural evolution: the destruction of buildings by fire, with a focus on the 
tragic disaster at London’s Grenfell Tower in 2017. Zografos concludes with thoughts on Freud’s drive 
theory. He argues the practice of architectural conservation is an expression of the life drive and a 
simultaneous repression of the death drive, which suggests controlled destruction should be an integral 
part of the conservation agenda. Architecture and Fire is founded in new interdisciplinary research 
navigating across the boundaries of architecture, conservation, archival theory, classical mythology, 
evolutionary theory, thermodynamics, philosophy and psychoanalysis. It will be of interest to readers 
working in and around these disciplines.

The Routledge Companion to Museum Ethics

Routledge Companion to Museum Ethics is a theoretically informed reconceptualization of museum 
ethics discourse as a dynamic social practice central to the project of creating change in the museum. 
Through twenty-seven chapters by an international and interdisciplinary group of academics and 
practitioners it explores contemporary museum ethics as an opportunity for growth, rather than a 
burden of compliance. The volume represents diverse strands in museum activity from exhibitions to 
marketing, as ethics is embedded in all areas of the museum sector. What the contributions share is an 
understanding of the contingent nature of museum ethics in the twenty-first century—its relations with 
complex economic, social, political and technological forces and its fluid ever-shifting sensibility. The 
volume examines contemporary museum ethics through the prism of those disciplines and methods 
that have shaped it most. It argues for a museum ethics discourse defined by social responsibility, 
radical transparency and shared guardianship of heritage. And it demonstrates the moral agency 
of museums: the concept that museum ethics is more than the personal and professional ethics of 
individuals and concerns the capacity of institutions to generate self-reflective and activist practice.



Heritage Planning

Heritage Planning: Principles and Process provides a comprehensive overview of heritage planning 
as an area of professional practice. The book first addresses the context and principles of heritage 
planning, including land-use law, planning practice, and international heritage doctrine, all set within 
the framework of larger societal issues such as sustainability and ethics. The book then takes readers 
through the pragmatic processes of heritage practice including collecting data, identifying community 
opinion, determining heritage significance, the best practices and methods of creating a conservation 
plan, and managing change. Heritage Planning recognizes changing approaches to heritage con-
servation, particularly the shift from the conservation of physical fabric to the present emphasis on 
retaining values, associations and stories that historic places hold for their communities. The transition 
has affected the practice of heritage planning and is important for those in the field. It is essential 
reading for both professionals that manage change within the built environment and students of heritage 
conservation and historic preservation.

Museum Transformations

MUSEUM TRANSFORMATIONS DECOLONIZATION AND DEMOCRATIZATION Edited By ANNIE 
E. COOMBES AND RUTH B. PHILLIPS Museum Transformations: Decolonization and Democratiza-
tion addresses contemporary approaches to decolonization, greater democratization, and revisionist 
narratives in museum exhibition and program development around the world. The text explores how 
museums of art, history, and ethnography responded to deconstructive critiques from activists and 
poststructuralist and postcolonial theorists, and provided models for change to other types of museums 
and heritage sites. The volume's first set of essays discuss the role of the museum in the narration of 
difficult histories, and how altering the social attitudes and political structures that enable oppression 
requires the recognition of past histories of political and racial oppression and colonization in museums. 
Subsequent essays consider the museum's new roles in social action and discuss experimental 
projects that work to change power dynamics within institutions and leverage digital technology and 
new media.

Faded and Threadbare Historic Textiles and their Role in Houses Open to the Public

Many historic houses that open to the public in England and Wales - particularly those owned by the 
National Trust - preserve their contents rather than restore them to a particular period. The former 
owners of these houses often retained objects from various periods and this layering of history 
produces interiors that look aged and patinated. Although the reason for this preservation and lack 
of fashionable renewable can be attributed to declining economic fortunes in the twentieth century, 
there are many examples of families practising this method of homemaking over a much longer period. 
Taking National Trust properties as its central focus, this book examines three interlocking themes to 
examine the role of historic textiles. Firstly it looks at houses with preserved contents together with 
the reasons for individual families choosing this lifestyle; secondly the role of the National Trust as 
both guardian and interpreter of these houses and their collections; and finally, and most importantly, 
the influence of textiles to contribute to the appearance of interiors, and their physical attributes that 
carry historical resonances of the past. The importance of preserved textiles in establishing the visual 
character of historic houses is a neglected area and therefore the prominence given to textiles in this 
project constitutes an original contribution to the study of these houses. Drawing upon a range of 
primary sources, including literature produced by the National Trust for their sites, and documentary 
sources for the families and their houses (such as diaries, letters and household accounts), the study 
takes a broad approach that will be of interest to all those with an interest in material culture, heritage, 
collecting studies and cultural history.

New Microhistorical Approaches to an Integrated History of the Holocaust

In 1997, Saul Friedländer emphasized the need for an integrated history of the Holocaust. His 
suggestion to connect ‘the policies of the perpetrators, the attitudes of surrounding society, and the 
world of the victims’ provides the inspiration for this volume. Following in these footsteps, this innovative 
study approaches Holocaust history through a combination of macro analysis with micro studies. 
Featuring a range of contemporary research from emerging scholars in the field, this peer-reviewed 
volume provides detailed engagement with a variety of historical sources, such as documents, artifacts, 
photos, or text passages. The contributors investigate particular aspects of sound, materiality, space 
and social perceptions to provide a deeper understanding of the Holocaust, which have often been 



overlooked or generalised in previous historical research. Yet, as we approach an era of no first hand 
witnesses, this multidisciplinary, micro-historical approach remains a fundamental aspect of Holocaust 
research, and can provide a theoretical framework for future studies.

Prioritizing People in Ethical Decision-Making and Caring for Cultural Heritage Collections

While historically focusing on the object, the study of ethics in conservation has expanded to consider 
the human aspect of conservation work. This book offers a flexible framework to guide decision-making 
in line with this development, offering an inclusive, compassionate approach to collections care. This 
edited volume contributes theories and international examples for advancing conservation practice and 
providing best practice for the field that centers people in conservation of cultural heritage and collec-
tions care. The first part examines the ethical theory that underpins conservation decision-making by 
challenging outdated norms, introducing updated methods, and demonstrating new ways to approach 
compassionate collections care. The second part considers the challenges of human-centered ethics in 
conservation practice, while the final part provides real-world examples and case studies of these best 
practices in action, including successful challenges to colonial authority. By presenting both theoretical 
and practical aspects of prioritizing people, this volume establishes the need for rethinking conservation 
approaches while demonstrating how to do so effectively. Combining theory and practice, Prioritizing 
People in Ethical Decision-Making and Caring for Cultural Heritage Collections is valuable reading for 
conservation professionals, including collections managers, conservators, curators, and registrars. It 
will also benefit students working in Cultural Heritage Conservation, Museum studies, and Heritage 
Studies, as well as those taking courses in Art History and Anthropology.
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Striking Images, Iconoclasms Past and Present

All cultures make, and break, images. Striking Images, Iconoclasms Past and Present explores how 
and why people have made and modified images and other cultural material from pre-history into 
the 21st century. With its impressive chronological sweep and disciplinary breadth, this is the first 
book about iconoclasm (the breaking of images) and the transformation of broader sets of signs that 
includes contributions from archaeologists, curators, and museum conservators as well as historians 
of art, literature and religious studies. The chapters examine themes critical to the study of iconoclasm: 
violence, punishment, memory, intentionality, ruins and relics and their survival. The conclusion shows 
how cross-disciplinary debate amongst the contributors informed Tate Britain?s 'Art under Attack' 
exhibition (2013) and addresses the challenges iconoclasm presents to the modern museum. By 
juxtaposing objects and places usually considered in isolation, Striking Images raises provocative 
questions about our understandings of cross-cultural differences and the value of representational 
objects from the broken swords of pre-historical bog graves to the Bamiyan Buddhas and contemporary 
art. Are any such objects ever ?finished?, or are they simply subject to constant transformation? In 
dialogue with each other, the essays consider this question and expand the field of iconoclasm - and 
cultural - studies.

Dictionary of Museology



The internationally focused Dictionary of Museology reflects the diversity of cultural and disciplinary 
approaches to theory and practice in the museum field today. The museum world is changing rapidly, 
and the characteristics and social roles of the world’s approximately 100,000 existing museums are 
constantly evolving. In addition to their traditional functions of preservation, research and communica-
tion, museums are increasingly addressing issues related to social inclusion, human rights, sustainable 
development and finances, all of which are explored in this dictionary. Drawing on the support of 
an international editorial committee, including influential figures from the US, Canada, Brazil, Japan, 
Spain, Germany, France and the UK, this collaborative work produced by over 100 researchers from 
around the world provides an overview of this unique field by defining over 1,000 terms relating to 
museology. The Dictionary of Museology is intended for a broad spectrum of museum professionals, 
academics, researchers and students. The book will be especially useful to those working with 
international partners, since a common lexicon that conveys the complex reality of current social and 
cultural values is particularly vital for those working across borders.

Living Under the Threat of Earthquakes

This book addresses earthquakes, with a special focus on the Ghorka earthquake, which struck 
parts of central Nepal in April 2015. Drawing on this disastrous event, it closely examines various 
aspects of earthquakes in contributions prepared by international experts. The topics covered include: 
the geological and geophysical background of seismicity; a detailed inventory of the damage done 
by the earthquake; effective damage prevention through earthquake-safe buildings and settlements; 
restoration options for world-heritage buildings; strategies for providing technical and medical relief 
and, lastly, questions associated with public life and economy in a high-risk seismic zone. Combining 
perspectives from various fields, the book presents the state of the art in all earthquake-related fields 
and outlines future approaches to risk identification, damage prevention, and disaster management 
in all parts of society, administration, and politics in Nepal. Beyond the specific disaster in Nepal, the 
findings presented here will have broader implications for how societies can best deal with disasters.

Presenting the Romans

This volume explores the issues and the use of best practice interpretation principles in bringing the 
Roman world to life for visitors and educational users.

New Metropolitan Perspectives

The book aims to face the challenge of post-COVID-19 dynamics toward green and digital transition, 
between metropolitan and return to villages’ perspectives. It presents a multi-disciplinary scientific 
debate on the new frontiers of strategic and spatial planning, economic programs and decision support 
tools, within the urban–rural areas networks and the metropolitan cities. The book focuses on six 
topics: inner and marginalized areas local development to re-balance territorial inequalities; knowledge 
and innovation ecosystem for urban regeneration and resilience; metropolitan cities and territorial 
dynamics; rules, governance, economy, society; green buildings, post-carbon city and ecosystem 
services; infrastructures and spatial information systems; cultural heritage: conservation, enhancement 
and management. In addition, the book hosts a Special Section: Rhegion United Nations 2020-2030. 
The book will benefit all researchers, practitioners and policymakers interested in the issues applied 
to metropolitan cities and marginal areas.

Collecting in the Twenty-first Century

An interdisciplinary volume of essays identifying the impact of technology on the age-old cultural 
practice of collecting, as well as the opportunities and pitfalls of collecting in the digital era.

Classical Music Futures

This volume brings together contributions from a wide range of international academics and practition-
ers. It traces innovations within classical music practice, showing how these offer divergent visions for its 
future. The interdisciplinary contributions to the volume highlight the way contrasting ideas of the future 
can effect change in the present. A rich balance of theoretical and practical discussion brings authority 
to this collection, which lays the foundations for timely responses to challenges ranging from the 
concept of the musical work, and the colonial values within Western musical culture, to unsustainable 
models of orchestral touring. The authors highlight how labour to meet the demands of particular futures 



for classical music might impact its creation and consumption, presenting case studies to capture the 
mediating roles of technology and community engagement. This book will be of interest to scholars 
and students in the fields of musicology and the sociology of music, as well as a general audience of 
practitioners, freelance musicians, music administrators and educators.

Color and Meaning in the Art of Achaemenid Persia

This book explores the use of polychromy in the art and architecture of ancient Iran. Focusing on 
Persepolis, he explores the topic within the context of the modern historiography of Achaemenid art 
and the scientific investigation of a range of works and monuments in Iran and in museums around the 
world.

Writing as Material Practice

Writing as Material Practice grapples with the issue of writing as a form of material culture in its ancient 
and more recent manifestations, and in the contexts of production and consumption. Fifteen case 
studies explore the artefactual nature of writing — the ways in which materials, techniques, colour, 
scale, orientation and visibility inform the creation of inscribed objects and spaces, as well as structure 
subsequent engagement, perception and meaning making. Covering a temporal span of some 5000 
years, from c.3200 BCE to the present day, and ranging in spatial context from the Americas to the 
Near East, the chapters in this volume bring a variety of perspectives which contribute to both specific 
and broader questions of writing materialities. The authors also aim to place past graphical systems 
in their social contexts so they can be understood in relation to the people who created and attributed 
meaning to writing and associated symbolic modes through a diverse array of individual and wider 
social practices.

The Oxford Handbook of the History of the Book in Early Modern England

The Oxford Handbook of the History of the Book in Early Modern England provides a rich, imaginative 
and also accessible guide to the latest research in one of the most exciting areas of early modern stud-
ies. Written by scholars working at the cutting-edge of the subject, from the UK and North America, the 
volume considers the production, reception, circulation, consumption, destruction, loss, modification, 
recycling, and conservation of books from different disciplinary perspectives. Each chapter discusses 
in a lively manner the nature and role of the book in early modern England, as well as offering critical 
insights on how we talk about the history of the book. On finishing the Handbook, the reader will not 
only know much more about the early modern book, but will also have a strong sense of how and why 
the book as an object has been studied, and the scope for the development of the field.

New Life for Archaeological Collections

New Life for Archaeological Collections explores solutions to what archaeologists are calling the 
“curation crisis,” that is, too much stuff with too little research, analysis, and public interpretation. 
This volume demonstrates how archaeologists are taking both large and small steps toward not only 
solving the dilemma of storage but recognizing the value of these collections through inventorying 
and cataloging, curation, rehousing, artifact conservation, volunteer and student efforts, and public 
exhibits. Essays in this volume highlight new questions and innovative uses for existing archaeological 
collections. Rebecca Allen and Ben Ford advance ways to make the evaluation and documentation of 
these collections more accessible to those inside and outside of the scholarly discipline of archaeology. 
Contributors to New Life for Archaeological Collections introduce readers to their research while 
opening new perspectives for scientists and students alike to explore the world of archaeology. These 
essays illuminate new connections between cultural studies and the general availability of archaeo-
logical research and information. Drawing from the experience of university professors, government 
agency professionals, and cultural resource managers, this volume represents a unique commentary 
on education, research, and the archaeological community.

Heterotopia and Heritage Preservation

This book approaches the field of built heritage and its practices by employing the concept of 
heterotopia, established by the French philosopher Michel Foucault. The fundamental understandings 
of heritage, its evolution and practices all reveal intrinsic heterotopic features (the mirror function, its 
utopic drive, and its enclave-like nature). The book draws on previous interpretations of heterotopia and 



argues for a reading of heritage as heterotopia, considering various heritage mechanisms – heritage 
selection, conservation and protection practices, and heritage as mnemonic device – in this regard. 
Reworking the six heterotopic principles, an analysis grid is designed and applied to various built 
heritage spaces (vernacular, religious architecture, urban 19th century ensembles). Guided through 
this theoretical itinerary, the reader will rediscover the heterotopic lens as a minor, yet promising, 
Foucauldian device that allows for a better understanding of heritage and its everyday practices.

Contemporary Museums

At the center of current debates surrounding the social function of museums, questions concerning 
museum activities and the participation of both inhabitants and the public arise. In 2019, these 
questions were the subject of many heated debates at the 34th General Assembly of ICOM in Kyoto, 
which intended to propose a new definition of the museum. As the representations of the tensions 
between Universalist and Communitarian approaches are not only largely dependent on the historical 
and socio-political contexts of the various countries concerned, a generational angle must also be 
considered. It thus seems totally anachronistic to try to defend a dichotomous vision that is far too 
simplistic. At the heart of these current events and international issues, this collective work studies, in 
an international context, the values, actions and discourses advocated for participating in processes 
such as collection, selection, conservation and interpretation of heritage elements linked to the 
territories, resources, knowledge and know-how of various communities. The analysis of the tensions 
and asymmetries of power between various groups of actors – politicians, managers, scientists, 
visitors, representatives of local or diasporic populations, among others – particularly in the context 
of decolonization policies of museums, is also a major part of this book.

Stories in Stone: Memorialization, the Creation of History and the Role of Preservation

In 1866, Alexander Dunlop, a free black living in Williamsburg Virginia, did three unusual things. He 
had an audience with the President of the United States, testified in front of the Joint Congressional 
Committee on Reconstruction, and he purchased a tombstone for his wife, Lucy Ann Dunlop. Purchases 
of this sort were rarities among Virginia’s free black community—and this particular gravestone is made 
more significant by Dunlop’s choice of words, his political advocacy, and the racialized rhetoric of the 
period. Carved by a pair of Richmond-based carvers, who like many other Southern monument makers, 
contributed to celebrating and mythologizing the “Lost Cause” in the wake of the Civil War, Lucy Ann’s 
tombstone is a powerful statement of Dunlop’s belief in the worth of all men and his hopes for the 
future. Buried in 1925 by the white members of a church congregation, and again in the 1960s by the 
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, the tombstone was excavated in 2003. Analysis, conservation, and 
long-term interpretation were undertaken by the Foundation in partnership with the community of the 
First Baptist Church, a historically black church within which Alexander Dunlop was a leader. “Stories 
in Stone: Memorialization, the Creation of History and the Role of Preservation” examines the story of 
the tombstone through a blend of object biography and micro-historical approaches and contrasts it 
with other memory projects, like the remembrance of the Civil War dead. Data from a regional survey 
of nineteenth-century cemeteries, historical accounts, literary sources, and the visual arts are woven 
together to explore the agentive relationships between monuments, their commissioners, their creators 
and their viewers and the ways in which memory is created and contested and how this impacts the 
history we learn and preserve.

Everyday Objects

This book is about the objects people owned and how they used them. Twenty-three specially written 
essays investigate the type of things that might have been considered 'everyday objects' in the medieval 
and early modern periods, and how they help us to understand the daily lives of those individuals for 
whom few other types of evidence survive - for instance people of lower status and women of all status 
groups. Everyday Objects presents new research by specialists from a range of disciplines to assess 
what the study of material culture can contribute to our understanding of medieval and early modern 
societies. Extending and developing key debates in the study of the everyday, the chapters provide 
analysis of such things as ceramics, illustrated manuscripts, pins, handbells, carved chimneypieces, 
clothing, drinking vessels, bagpipes, paintings, shoes, religious icons and the built fabric of domestic 
houses and guild halls. These things are examined in relation to central themes of pre-modern 
history; for instance gender, identity, space, morality, skill, value, ritual, use, belief, public and private 
behaviour, continental influence, materiality, emotion, technical innovation, status, competition and 



social mobility. This book offers both a collection of new research by a diverse range of specialists and 
a source book of current methodological approaches for the study of pre-modern material culture. The 
multi-disciplinary analysis of these 'everyday objects' by archaeologists, art historians, literary scholars, 
historians, conservators and museum practitioners provides a snapshot of current methodological 
approaches within the humanities. Although analysis of material culture has become an increasingly 
important aspect of the study of the past, previous research in this area has often remained confined 
to subject-specific boundaries. This book will therefore be an invaluable resource for researchers and 
students interested in learning about important new work which demonstrates the potential of material 
culture study to cut across traditional historiographies and disciplinary boundaries and access the lived 
experience of individuals in the past.

Pictorial Archaeology

This book explores the expressly pictorial type of visual archaeology, the transcribing of three-dimen-
sional materiality into two-dimensional depictions, and its influential history within the discipline. The 
picturing of ancient sites and artifacts to convey information links visual reporting with the workings of 
the imagination and indicates that the study of antiquity has always had a hybrid identity: part artistic 
and part scientific. In examining expressly pictorial forms of visual story-telling about the past, this book 
looks beyond certain supposed "creative turns" and focuses instead on creative continuities, answering 
key questions about the power of picturing and its ability to not only inform documentary practices 
but actively structure those practices. How are prints, drawings, paintings and photographs able to 
collapse the three-dimensional world of the ancient past onto a flat page but also convey a sense of 
material reality? In contemporary practice, how do pictorial ways of seeing enable the interpretation 
of material remains but also shape the recognition of digital traces on a computer screen? Published 
illustrations, both historical and contemporary, are primary sources of evidence for answering such 
questions and identifying common patterns of pictorial information. This book provides a framework 
for scholars researching the visual culture of archaeology as well as the history of archaeology. It is 
also recommended for professionals in the fields of heritage studies, conservation and community 
archaeology.

Living Matter

This innovative volume is the first to address the conservation of contemporary art incorporating 
biological materials such as plants, foods, bodily fluids, or genetically engineered organisms. Eggshells, 
flowers, onion peels, sponge cake, dried bread, breast milk, bacteria, living organisms—these are just a 
few of the biological materials that contemporary artists are using to make art. But how can works made 
from such perishable ingredients be preserved? And what logistical, ethical, and conceptual dilemmas 
might be posed by doing so? Because they are prone to rapid decay, even complete disappearance, 
biological materials used in art pose a range of unique conservation challenges. This groundbreaking 
book probes the issues associated with displaying, collecting, and preserving these unique works of 
art. The twenty-four papers from the conference present a range of case studies, prominently featuring 
artists’ perspectives, as well as conceptual discussions, thereby affording a comprehensive and richly 
detailed overview of current thinking and practices on this topic. Living Matter is the first publication 
to explore broadly the role of biological materials in the creative process and present a variety of 
possible approaches to their preservation. The free online edition of this open-access publication is 
available at www.getty.edu/publications/living-matter/ and includes videos and zoomable illustrations. 
Also available are free PDF, EPUB, and Kindle/MOBI downloads of the book.

Natural History Collections in the Science of the 21st Century

Natural history collections have recently acquired an unprecedented place of importance in scientific 
research. Originally created in the context of systematics and taxonomy, they are now proving to be 
fundamental for answering various scientific and societal questions that are as significant as they 
are current. Natural History Collections in the Science of the 21st Century presents a wide range 
of questions and answers raised by the study of collections. The billions of specimens that have 
been collected from all around the world over more than two centuries provide us with information 
that is vital in our quest for knowledge about the Earth, the universe, the diversity of life and the 
history of humankind. These collections also provide valuable reference points from the past to help 
us understand the nature and dynamics of global change today. Their physical permanence is the best 
guarantee we have of a return to data and to information sources in the context of open science.
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