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Explore the intricate dynamics of US foreign policy towards Syria, analyzing the historical context,
current strategies, and the various ways Syria is perceived on the global stage. This comprehensive
overview delves into the complexities of US-Syria relations, highlighting key challenges and implica-
tions for regional stability in the Middle East.
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U.s. Foreign Policy Towards Syria

Since the war started in Syria, the Obama administration has been reluctant to intervene militarily but
unhesitating in adopting an antagonistic attitude towards the Assad regime. In fact, for decades the U.S.
foreign policy towards Syria has been characterised as confrontational, antagonistic and ambivalent.
Taking the current debate over the nature and origins of U.S. policy towards the conflict in Syria as

a starting point, this book explains the Obama administration's policy towards Syria by analysing the
impact of image. Image theorists in international relations argue that image influences state foreign
policy and causes actors to make certain policies and decisions concerning their relations within the
international arena. Using this argument, this book probes the impact of the U.S. image of Post-Cold
War Syria on Obama'’s policy towards the region. In doing so, this book tests recent claims regarding
U.S. policy towards Syria generally and the Obama administration more generally. This book will be
of great interest to students and scholars of US foreign policy, international relations and Middle East
studies.

Dealing with Damascus

The authors develop a set of policy recommendations for an effective approach to the Syrian regime.

The Wisdom of Syria's Waiting Game

Syrian foreign policy, always opaque, has become an even greater puzzle during the Syrian revolt.
Irrespective of the regime’s international isolation in the wake of its violent response to domestic protest,
it has paid lip-service to international peace plans while unperturbedly crushing the rebellion. The rare
televised appearances of President Assad have shown a leader detached from reality. Has he—in his
own words—‘gone crazy’? In this book long-time Syria analyst and former diplomat Bente Scheller
contends that Bashar Assad’s deadly waiting game is following its own logic: whatever difficulties

the Syrian regime has faced, its previous experience has been that it can simply sit out the current
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crisis. The difference this time is that Syria faces a double crisis—internal and external. While Hafez
Assad, renowned as an astute politician, adapted to new challenges, his son, Bashar, seems to have
no alternative plan of action. Scheller’s timely book analyses Syrian foreign policy after the global
upheavals of 1989, which was at the time a glorious new beginning for the regime. She shows how
Bashar Assad, by ignoring change both inside Syria and in the region, has sacrificed his father’s focus
on national security in favour of a policy of regime survival and offers a candid analysis of the successes
and shortcomings of Syrian foreign policy in recent years.

Power and Policy in Syria

As Bashar al-Asad rescinds emergency rule in the face of demonstrations and protests, Syria finds
itself in a key position in a Middle East beset by regional tensions, the repercussions of the global ‘war
on terror' and popular uprisings. The bloodless coup by General Hafez al-Assad, in 1970, put in place
a powerful autocratic machinery at the core of the state which continues till today under the control

of his son Bashar. Here Radwan Ziadeh presents a fresh and penetrating analysis of Syria's political
structure - a 'despotic’ state monopoly, a bureaucratic climate marked by fear, and the administrative
structure through which centralized control is exercised. With a focus on Syria's intelligence services
which have significant influence in legal and policy decisions, and the conditions and patterns of foreign
policy decision-making, particularly vis-a-vis the US, 'Power and Policy in Syria' is essential reading for
all those interested in Syria, the modern Middle East, International Relations and Security Studies.

Syria and the Middle East Peace Process

In Syria and the Middle East Peace Process, Alasdair Drysdale and Raymond A. Hinnebusch, two
noted Middle East scholars, present the first detailed examination of Syria's role in the long struggle for
an Arab-Israeli peace. They paint a surprising portrait of a county whose power is out of proportion to its
size, economy, and resources. They explore the reasons behind this phenomeno most importantly, the
Machiavellian brilliance of its leader, Hafez al-Asad. The authors address the origins of the Asad regime,
Syrias strategy toward its Arab neighbors, its conflict with Israel, and the history of its relationships with
the Soviet Union and the United States. The authors argue forcefully that Syrian involvement is vital in
an effort to resolve the Arab-Israeli conflict.

Syrian Foreign Policy and the United States

Exploring the evolution of Syrian foreign policy under President Bashar al-Assad, this concise volume
focuses on Syria¢,s relationship with the United States. The authors consider the enduring determinants
of Syrian policy, as well as such key issues as the country¢ s involvement in Lebanon and its stance
vis-a-vis the war in Irag. They also assess the personal role of President al-Assad and the impact of
external forces on internal reforms. They conclude with a look at the new scenario that is emerging as
Syria seems intent on moving out of isolation from the international community.



The Syrian Crisis

This book analyzes the impact and relevance of the Syrian crisis on regional and international relations.
Developing into a proxy war, the Syrian crisis has been a battleground for regional dominance. It

has also created an opportunity for new states to emerge on the world affairs scene. Russia, for
instance, had been keeping a low profile since the fall of the Soviet Union, but took a leading role in the
Syrian crisis reasserting itself against the West regionally. The Syrian crisis has also been a catalyst in
reshaping many interstate relations and allowing countries such as Russia, Iran, Turkey and China to
play an increasingly important geopolitical role. There have been many international ramifications to the
Syrian crisis. While the crisis led to an Iranian-Russian rapprochement, it was also a catalyst to more
cooperation between Russia and Saudi Arabia; more importantly, it also forced states with opposing
views about the crisis -- Turkey, Iran and Russia -- to forge an alliance. Further, the crisis created
tensions between the US and Turkey with China on the one hand balancing its interests between the
Gulf and Iran whilst focusing on its ambitious Belt and Road Initiative and trying on the other hand to
contain Islamic militancy in Syria. The book looks at issues that are usually ignored when discussing
Syria such as the strategic control over its hydrocarbon resources, as well as the power of propaganda
in portraying realities. It features the use of non-state actors by regional competing powers and the role
of local councils in stabilizing the country. The edited volume brings together contributions by authors
with different backgrounds who present conflicting views reflecting the divergence between the various
stakeholders about the Syrian crisis.

The Role of Ideology in Syrian-US Relations

A study of US-Syria relations, this book analyzes the legacy of mistrust between the two states and
continuities and discontinuities over time. It challenges the purely realist and power-political explanation
that is dominant and points to a politically embedded set of ideas rooted in anti-colonial Arab nationalist
ideology.

Putin's War in Syria

"Putin intervened in Syria in September 2015, with international critics predicting that Russia would
overextend itself and Barack Obama suggesting the country would find itself in a "quagmire" in Syria.
Contrary to this, Anna Borshchevskaya argues that in fact Putin achieved significant key domestic
and foreign policy objectives without crippling costs, and is well-positioned to direct Syria's future and
become a leading power in the Middle East. This outcome has serious implications for Western foreign
policy interests both in the Middle East and beyond. This book places Russian intervention in Syria in
this broader context, exploring Putin's overall approach to the Middle East - historically Moscow has a
special relationship with Damascus - and traces the political, diplomatic, military and domestic aspects
of this intervention. Borshchevskaya delves into the Russian military campaign, public opinion within
Russia, as well as Russian diplomatic tactics at the United Nations. Crucially, this book illustrates the
impact of Western absence in Syria, particularly US absence, and what the role of the West is, and
could be, in the Middle East."--

Next Steps for U. S. Foreign Policy on Syria and Iraq

Next steps for U.S. foreign policy on Syria and Iraq : hearing before the Subcommittee on the Middle
East and North Africa of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, House of Representatives, One Hundred
Thirteenth Congress, second session, November 19, 2014.

Syria and the New World Order

The advent of the New World Order has challenged Syria's role in the Middle East. Traditionally viewed
as a pariah state and a Soviet satellite, Syria's future looked uncertain as the balance of world power
moved out of Soviet into US control, causing the withdrawal of Soviet support and threatening Syria's
guest for regional hegemony. Syria, however, has been able to adapt to the transformation in the
world order. Dr Quilliam maintains that Syrian foreign policy has been determined by both domestic
politics and international political realities. He begins by defining Syria in terms of its domestic arena:
its geography (both physical and political), natural resources, history, population and economy. He
then discusses the governing system of the country, detailing the different political parties and how the
system actually functions in Syria. Moving to the international political system, the author then expands
upon the regional balance of power and Syria's relations with her neighbors. Following a rational policy,



the Syrian state was compelled to realign itself with the US-led world order in an attempt to pursue
regional hegemony. It was able to do this by joining the US-led coalition forces in the liberation of Kuwait
in 1990/91 and was rewarded with a place in the postwar regional order and a central role in the Madrid
Peace Conference. Syria and the New World Order is a clear and comprehensive account of Syria's
adjustment to the realities of the day.

Syrian Foreign Policy

Examining Syrian foreign policy during the Ba'th years from 1963 to 1989, this book traces the alliances
of the Levantine country from a historical perspective and in the context of recent political developments.
Syrian Foreign Policy analyses the pivotal alliances of Damascus using a theoretical framework based
on neoclassical realism, an approach which incorporates domestic factors succh as the role of ideology
within a realist perspective. Covering Syria’s relations with Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Iran and
the Soviet Union, it asks the question: what led to the formation of each alliance and what has caused
either its break up or its continuation? Belcastro seeks to answer this questions, but also reflects on
the country’s foreign policy today and its broader implications for Syria and the whole region. Making
use of case studies to build upon a strong theoretical analysis, this book will be useful to students and
scholars of Middle Eastern politics, as well as politics and International Relations more generally.

Turkey—West Relations

Explains the trajectory of Turkish foreign policy behavior vis-...-vis the West, identifying the major factors
behind intra-alliance opposition.

Syria at Bay

Immediately after the US-led invasion of Iraq, which was opposed by the Syrian government of Bashar
al-Asad, there were real fears that Damascus would be next in line for regime change. This perception
was reinforced by Washingtons rhetoric and its claims that the post-invasion Iragi insurgency was
being assisted by the Syrian intelligence service. Wieland argues that the West must not ignore Syrias
robust tradition of secularism, and cautions that US attempts to undermine the current regime may,
paradoxically, embolden the Islamists and help the regime to maintain its authoritarian grip on power.

Syria and Iran

It has been the dominant view that both Syria in the 1980s and Iran today have acted as rogue
states in the Middle East threatening to upset the stability of the region. In this innovative new study,
Anoushiravan Ehteshami and Raymond Hinnebusch show that these two countries have in fact acted
in a rational fashion pursuing the aim of containing Western influence. This book demonstrates how
Syrian foreign policy resembles the "rational actor" model and Iran's rational factions in government
guide its diplomacy. Syria and Iran's foreign policies are shown to be conventional ones, of "realist"
diplomacy with their pursuance of a balance of power and spheres of influence. Their alliance with
each other is also closely examined and found to be defensive in nature. Syria and Iran illustrates how
these two countries, and their alliance, forms an integral part of the balance of power in the Middle
East. It is an exciting contribution to the study of the region, and its application of international relations
concepts will be welcomed by those studying this area.

American Foreign Policy Current Documents

This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND) open access
license. This text aims to fill a gap in the field of Middle Eastern political studies by combining
international relations theory with concrete case studies. It begins with an overview of the rules and
features of the Middle East regional system—the arena in which the local states, including Egypt,
Turkey, Iran, Israel and the Arab states of Syria, Jordan and Iraq, operate. The book goes on to analyse
foreign-policy-making in key states, illustrating how systemic determinants constrain this policy-making,
and how these constraints are dealt with in distinctive ways depending on the particular domestic
features of the individual states. Finally, it goes on to look at the outcomes of state policies by examining
several major conflicts including the Arab-Israeli conflict and the Gulf War, and the system of regional
alignment. The study assesses the impact of international penetration in the region, including the
historic reasons behind the formation of the regional state system. It also analyses the continued role



of external great powers, such as the United States and the former Soviet Union, and explains the
process by which the region has become incorporated into the global capitalist market.

The international politics of the Middle East

An unprecedented analysis of the crucial but underexplored roles the United States and other nations
have played in shaping Syria’s ongoing civil war “One of the best informed and non-partisan accounts of
the Syrian tragedy yet published.”—Patrick Cockburn, Independent Syria’s brutal, long-lasting civil war
is widely viewed as a domestic contest that began in 2011 and only later drew foreign nations into the
fray. But in this book Christopher Phillips shows the crucial roles that were played by the United States,
Russia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Qatar in Syria’s war right from the start. Phillips untangles

the international influences on the tragic conflict and illuminates the West’s strategy against ISIS, the
decline of U.S. power in the region, and much more. Originally published in 2016, the book has been
updated with two new chapters.

The Battle for Syria

Edited volume

Fix This War!

In 1997 Turkey and Syria were on the brink of war, engaged in a very real power struggle. Turkey was
aligned with Syria's main enemy, Israel, and there were seemingly intractable differences on the issues
of borders, the sharing of river waters and trans-border communities. In less than a decade, relations
were transformed from enmity to amity. Border issues and water sharing quarrels were moving towards
amicable settlement and the two states' policies toward the Kurdish issue converging. Turkey undertook
to mediate the Syrian-Israeli conflict and close political and economic relations were developing rapidly
between the two states. Yet, with the Syrian Uprising, relations returned to enmity. What explains
these remarkable changes? Given that Turkey and Syria are two pivotal states in the region, what
are the implications of this changing relationship for the international politics of the Middle East, the
balance of power and regional stability? In this internationally collaborative work, co-edited by Raymond
Hinnebusch and Ozlem Tur, British, Syrian and Turkish scholars address these questions and examine
the various domestic and international drivers in this key regional relationship. They discuss what
theories best help us understand these seismic realignments and explore the impact of economic
interdependence, identity changes and power balances on the evolving relationship between these
two key regional powers.

Russia's War in Syria

This collection explores foreign policy crises and the way the states/leaders deal with them. Being at
the juncture of a highly sensitive political zone, consisting of the Middle East, Europe and Central Asia,
the Republic of Turkey has been the subject of various foreign policy crises since its foundation. These
political, military, economic or humanitarian crises were triggered either by the states themselves or
by the NGOs and armed non-state actors. By examining literature in the field of foreign policy crises
literature, this volume scrutinizes some of the most prominent Turkish foreign policy crises. Among
these, there are protracted crises such as that of Cyprus and the Aegean Sea; a humanitarian one
such as the 1989 migration of the Bulgarian Turks; an NGO-triggered crisis, such as the Mavi Marmara
Confrontation; and an ongoing case such as the Syrian civil war. Looking at these crises from various
aspects, the text sheds light on whether, or how, the reactions of the Turkish ruling elite change while
trying to manage these crises. The book is a timely contribution to literature in the field of Politics and
International Relations and will be useful to academics, diplomats and historians interested in foreign
policy crises in general and Turkish foreign policy crises in particular.

Syria

This book makes a realpolitik argument for supporting democracy in the Arab world, drawing on four
decades of policy experience.

Turkey-Syria Relations

After 2000, there was a closeness in the relations of Syrian and Turkey. However, Turkey and Syria were
in dispute about water, Hatay and terrorism. Especially there was an intense tension over terrorism. This



tension brought the two countries to the brink of a war in 1998. We can say that the relations between
Syria and Turkey normalized after Adana Agreement in 1998. When Bashar Al-Assad came to power in
Syria and as did AKP in Turkey, the relations improved even further leading to the abolishment of visas
in 2009. However, with the Arab Spring, the relations turned sour and reached to a point that can’'t be
normalized anymore. This book analyses the relations between Syria and Turkey between 1998 and
2018. CONTENT About the Author Acronyms Chapter One: Introduction Chapter Two: Turkey — Syria
Relations in the Period from the End of the Cold War to the 1998 Syrla Crisis Chapter Three: Turkey
— Syria Relations in the Period from the 1998 Adana Agreement to the Election of Bashar Al-Asad as
President in 2000 Chapter Four: Turkey — Syria Relations in the Period from 2000 Bashar Al-Assad’s
Takilng Office to the Abolition of Visas in 2009 Chapter Five: The Relations between Turkey And Syria
after Arab Spring

Regional Impact of U.S. Policy Towards Iraq and Syria

This book provides a detailed survey and analysis of US—Kurdish relations and their interaction with
domestic, regional and global politics. Using the Kurdish issue to explore the nature of the engagement
between international powers and weaker non-state entities, the author analyses the existence of an
interactive US relationship with the Kurds of Iraq. Drawing on governmental archives and interviews
with political figures both in Northern Irag and the United States, the author places the case study within
a broader International Relations context. The conceptual framework centres on the inter-relations
between actors (both state and non-state) and structures of material and ideational kinds, while the
detailed survey and analysis of US—Kurdish relations, in their interaction with domestic, regional and
global politics, forms the empirical core of the study. Stressing the intertwining of domestic and foreign
policy as part of the same set of dynamics, the case study explains the emergence of the interactive
and institutionalized US relationship with the Kurds of Iraqg that has brought about the formation, within
an Iraqgi framework, of an undeclared US official Kurdish policy in the post-Saddam era. Filling a gap in
the literature on US—Kurdish relations as well as the broader topic of International Relations, this book
will be of great interest to those in the areas of International Relations, Middle Eastern and Kurdish
Politics.

Analyzing Foreign Policy Crises in Turkey

Neither stability nor change in the post-colonial Arab world can be fully understood without considering
the international context, and American Foreign policy in particular. However, the exact nature of
America’s presence in the Arab world, and the scope and modes of its influence, all appear to have
reached a crossroads since the Arab uprisings. ‘US Hard Power in the Arab World’ traces the US’s
"power of persuasion" in the Arab Middle East from the onset of the War on Terror in 2001 through to the
Arab Spring. With a particular focus on Syria, the book explores the limits of an American "smart power"
amid the emergence of a growing indigenous "soft power" whose ire is directed not only at Assad’s
regime, but also at the violence perpetrated or enabled by the international community, headed by the
US. It is argued that the blurring of the two forms of "soft" and "hard" American power has tarnished
the credibility of US policies geared to win hearts and minds in the Arab world. ‘US Hard Power in the
Arab World’ narrates the contests between attraction and intimidation, public diplomacy and military
occupation, elites and publics, seduction and resistance. Drawing upon a multitude of primary sources,
including personal interviews with Syrian activists and opposition figures, this book will be a valuable
resource for students and scholars of Middle East Politics, as well as those concerned with American
Foreign Policy and the Arab Spring.

Realism and Democracy

A unique collaboration providing an analysis of the conflict in Syria, focusing on the integration between
legal and political studies.

International Journal

This book investigates the effects of the Arab Spring on Turkish foreign policy using a multidimensional
approach that draws on a wide range of disciplines from international relations to sociology and
economics. The demands for democracy that began in Tunisia, when Mohamed Bouazizi set himself
on fire in 2010, rapidly spread across the Arab Middle East and Northern Africa. In countries dominated
by authoritarian regimes, a freedom and sovereignty movement led by middle-class urbanites changed
the quality of politics in the region. The focus and dynamics of the Arab Spring varied across countries



where large-scale demonstrations were held, such as Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Yemen, Syria, Jordan and
Bahrain. While protests in Jordan and Bahrain had few consequences, they brought about changes in
governments in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and Yemen. After the regime in Syria exerted all its strength to stay
in power, the issue gained a regional, then international, dimension. The most bloody and complicated
struggle caused by the wave of changes continues in Syria, with undoubtedly serious implications for
Turkish foreign policy. As a counter-stance against the status quo in the Middle East, the Arab Spring
has stimulated many discussions and this has led to the emergence of new regional actors.

Post-Cold War Relations between Turkey and Syria

This book offers a realist critique of US foreign policy towards the Middle East in the past decade. It
critically examines four core foundations of contemporary US Middle East policy: US relations with
Saudi Arabia after the Arab Spring; US diplomacy towards Iran and the Obama administration’s policy
of engagement; the road to, and aftermath of, the 2003 US-led invasion of Iraq; and US policy towards
nuclear-armed Israel. Because of a closely guarded bipartisan consensus, these four core foundations
of contemporary US Middle East policy have largely evaded public criticism and scrutiny. This book
argues that US strategy towards the Middle East has rarely been guided by order, stability and the
national interest. Rather, successive administrations have created a house of cards built on a series
of deceptions and constructed perceptions or myths. Combined, these four aspects of US Middle East
policy have ushered in a decade of political violence, instability, sectarian divisions and an imbalance
of power which has culminated in the territorial disintegration of Iraq and countries in the Levant as well
as the rise of ISIS. Moving forward requires a rational pursuit of the national interest based on realist
principles. This book will be of much interest to students of US foreign policy, Middle Eastern politics,
security studies and IR in general.

The Kurds and US Foreign Policy

This is the 48th volume in the Occasional Paper series of the U.S. Air Force Institute for National
Security Studies (INSS). This timely and insightful set of papers written by two USAF area specialists
provides complementary -- and together comprehensive -- coverage of the critical topic of Arab
perceptions of United States policy. Further, the papers expand that coverage to address in detail
some of the implications of those perceptions for U.S. military presence and policy in the region. Brent
Talbot focuses his analysis on the key segment of the region's population that stands between the
totally dispossessed and deprived radical base and some entrenched, corrupt regimes. This Arab
majority, he argues, can reshape the region's states into culturally compatible and accountable (if

not purely democratic by western standards) revisionist Arab and Islamic political and economic
states that are much more compatible with U.S. values and presence. This is a significant message

in terms of the longer-term strategic postscript to the current U.S.-Iraq conflict. Mike Meyer focuses
his analysis at the more operational level of U.S. military personnel on the ground in the region,

but comes to complementary conclusions as to U.S. public diplomacy and presence. He argues that
American military personnel and programs must purposefully shape the relationships -- and through
them perceptions and attitudes -- with the emerging military and political leaders in this region of
transition. This approach also provides a key element to the state-building exercise that will likely soon
present itself. Together, the two papers suggest a wisdom of experience -- academic and practical --
that is essential to the high-stakes endgame that lies before us.

U.S. Policy Toward Syria and the Syria Accountability Act

The book focuses, through multiple levels of international reality, on the pervasive and widespread
effect of the Syrian civil war on the unravelling of established norms---both global or national--- which
have determined international relations during the last seven decades. It postulates that since 2011,
the Syrian situation has catalysed the breakdown of the international system based on the United
Nations and the Bretton Woods institutions. The core international values fostered by that system now
laid waste, among others, are sovereignty, non-interference, sanctity of UN Security Council approval
for waging war, human rights, protection of civilian populations, and the right of people to choose their
own governments/leaders. By making the UNSC powerless in providing humanitarian assistance or
fostering cease-fire and peace-making it has called into question the principles which have been held
immutable for seventy years. More importantly, these norms have been breached by their originators.
The book takes a wider perspective melding together the civil war’s international, regional and national



consequences to understand how and why this one event has radiated profound consequences for the
international system.

Syria Spillover

A precious book to examine in depht the complex Middle Eastern situation in all its aspects. The Russian
diplomat Maria Khodynskaya Golenischeva analyses the background and the main causes of the
Syrian Civil War; she reviews anti-government and pro-government groups; highlights the importance
of US and the role they could play in the future; describes the complex directives of Moscow diplomacy
both within UN field of action and on a bilateral and multilateral level. The author, who perfectly speaks
Arabic language and has a deep knowledge of the Middle East issue, has been based in Geneva

UN base for seven years. She has covered the conflict from its beginning, often visiting Syria and

the other countries involved in peace negotiations. Maria Khodynskaya Golenischeva used a series of
documental sources and enriched her book thanks to her personal experience.

US Hard Power in the Arab World

EU membership provides member states with a new perception of their place in the world; their
foreign policies very much influenced by their involvement in the politics of Brussels. The candidate
countries also go through the same experience. The membership prospect however, presented a
serious challenge to Turkish foreign policy and it was obvious from the moment Turkey was declared as
a candidate country in 1999 that its membership perspective was linked to the solution of problems in its
domestic and foreign relations. In this book, Ozlem Terzi examines the influence of the European Union
on the making of Turkish foreign policy since it was declared a candidate country. By comparing an
issue specific analysis alongside an actor-based focus, Terzi questions whether such a transformation
in the self-perceptions of Turkish policy makers is actually taking place, and whether the policy making
process with respect to foreign policy issues expands to include new actors, like the civil society,

thus democratizing the way foreign policy is made. Case study rich and packed with interviews with
actors involved in policy making in Brussels and Ankara, this book enables the reader to correctly
discern the factors that make the Turkish case unique and to reveal whether certain aspects of
Turkey's pre-accession process are not as unique as we think. "The Influence of the European Union
on Turkish Foreign Policy' is a valuable and informative contribution for students, researchers and
scholars interested on the transformative power of the EU and the role of Turkey's relationship with
its neighbours.

The Syrian War

Examining the international dimensions of the Syrian conflict, this book studies external factors relating
to the Uprising. It explores the involvement of outside powers and the events’ impact both on regional
and international level. Syria was widely perceived to be essential to the regional power balance, hence
it was a valued prize to be fought over. The book examines the impact of global and regional powers in
propelling the conflict in Syria; looks at the motives and strategies of the key regional and international
actors (Hizbollah, Palestinians, Iran, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, US, Russia, EU); and analyses the impact
of the Syrian conflict on key relations between regional states (Turkey-Syria, Turkey-Iran, Irag-Syria).
Finally, several chapters treat the impact on Syria of international sanctions and the "Responsibility to
Protect" doctrine. This book follows on to The Syrian Uprising: Domestic Origins and Early Trajectory,
edited by Raymond Hinnebusch and Omar Imady (2018). Subsequent volumes will examine the later
evolution of the conflict. Taking an innovative and interdisciplinary approach that seeks to capture the
full complexity of the phenomenon, this book contributes significantly to our understanding of the Syrian
conflict and will therefore be a valuable resource for anyone studying Middle Eastern Politics.

Turkey's Foreign Policy Towards the Middle East

Russian Federation has been recognized with the strategy called as “Putin Doctrine” at the beginning
of the 21st century. Accordingly, the West is no longer a reliable partner of Russia. The sovereignty

of the post-Soviet countries is under the protection of Russia. Russian World and Russian Orthodoxy
have become strong. Today, the term “Russia’s Way” has become almost acceptable throughout the
world. Therefore, Russia began to be recognized as a society and state that has not accepted or want
to accept the philosophy of “the way of common reason”. In both domestic and foreign policy, there is
no effective force that can oppose this ‘special’ situation to Russia. Russian poet and diplomat Fyodor
Ivanovich Tyutchev says in his famous quatrain: Russia can’t be understood with the mind alone, No



ordinary yardstick can span her greatness: She stands alone, unique — In Russia, one can only believe.
This aphorism is the most common phrase that describes Russia. According to Tyutchey, if we want
to understand Russia, it is necessary to “believe it”. To understand the role of the “savior” that the
Russians have assigned to them since history, it is necessary to know their history, foreign policy and
security doctrines. When you read this book I'm sure you can find answers to some of these questions.
In this book, the change and transformation of Russia in Putin Period and the general reasons of these
policies are explained. In addition to this book, | would also recommend you to read our book “Is Russia
& Turkey Eurasian Pact Possible?” In addition to the general reader, this book has been prepared to
provide guidance to experts, diplomats and students working in the field of “Security Studies”, “Political
Science and International Relations” and “History”. | wish you a good reading.

US Foreign Policy Towards the Middle East
View from the East
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