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Explore the fascinating history of the Dutch as they emerged as a preeminent global power during
the Early Modern period. This compelling account delves into the economic, political, and cultural
factors that propelled the Netherlands to international dominance, profoundly shaping global trade and
influence across continents.
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The Dutch in the Early Modern World

Presents an overview of early modern Dutch history in global context, focusing on themes that resonate
with current concerns.

The World and The Netherlands

This is the first book to examine the history of the country in a way that connects global processes to
local developments. Taking account of social, political and economic dynamics over the last thousand
years, the book addresses key questions that get to the heart of the Netherlands' role in the world, both
historically and in more recent times: - Why did the 'West' become such a significant actor in the world,
and what part did the Netherlands play? - What were the driving forces in state-formation, and in what
respects and why did the Netherlands take a different path to most of Europe? - How did globalisation
impact economic structures and socio-cultural life, and how did the Netherlands react to these new
challenges? - How did this very Christian and bourgeois nation develop into a flagship for liberal
tolerance? The book carefully balances a wider investigation of these issues with close inspections
of how ordinary people experienced the changes they prompted. It also provide a convincing, judicious
assessment of the ebbs and flows of this small country's global influence over time: prominent as a
Golden Age economic powerhouse, colonial power, and bastion of political freedom in some eras, and
yet impotent on the world stage at others. Supplemented with 35 images, 10 maps, a wealth of text
boxes, charts and tables, as well as a companion website, this book is the definitive history of the
Netherlands in a global context.

Dynasties

A vibrant and broad-ranging study of dynastic power in the late medieval and early modern world.

Anglo-Dutch Connections in the Early Modern World
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This ground-breaking collection reveals the networks of interrelation between Early Modern England
and the Dutch Republic. As people, ideas and goods moved back and forth across the North Sea —
or spread further afield in the vanguard of globalisation and empire — Anglo-Dutch relations shaped
all aspects of life, with profound implications still relevant today. A diverse range of expert scholars
share new research in their discipline, ranging across technology, trade, politics, religion and the arts.
Different aspects of this history of competition, alliance, migration and conflict are taken up by each
chapter, providing the reader with detailed case studies as well as the broader background and its
historical roots. Anglo-Dutch Connections in the Early Modern World aims to be both accessible and
innovative. It will be essential to students and researchers interested in European politics, intellectual
history, and shared Anglo-Dutch society, while showcasing current research in multiple facets of the
Early Modern World.

The Struggle for Power in Early Modern Europe

Scholars have long argued over whether the 1648 Peace of Westphalia, which ended more than

a century of religious conflict arising from the Protestant Reformations, inaugurated the modern
sovereign-state system. But they largely ignore a more fundamental question: why did the emer-
gence of new forms of religious heterodoxy during the Reformations spark such violent upheaval

and nearly topple the old political order? In this book, Daniel Nexon demonstrates that the answer
lies in understanding how the mobilization of transnational religious movements intersects with--and
can destabilize--imperial forms of rule. Taking a fresh look at the pivotal events of the sixteenth

and seventeenth centuries--including the Schmalkaldic War, the Dutch Revolt, and the Thirty Years'
War--Nexon argues that early modern "composite” political communities had more in common with
empires than with modern states, and introduces a theory of imperial dynamics that explains how
religious movements altered Europe's balance of power. He shows how the Reformations gave rise to
crosscutting religious networks that undermined the ability of early modern European rulers to divide
and contain local resistance to their authority. In doing so, the Reformations produced a series of
crises in the European order and crippled the Habsburg bid for hegemony. Nexon's account of these
processes provides a theoretical and analytic framework that not only challenges the way international
relations scholars think about state formation and international change, but enables us to better
understand global politics today.

War and the State in Early Modern Europe

The 16th and 17th centuries saw many ambitious European rulers develop permanent armies and
navies. Jan Glete examines this military change as a central part of the political, social and economic
transformation of early modern Europe.

The Dutch Overseas Empire, 1600-1800

This pioneering history of the Dutch Empire provides a new comprehensive overview of Dutch colonial
expansion from a comparative and global perspective. It also offers a fascinating window into the early
modern societies of Asia, Africa and the Americas through their interactions.

The Dutch Republic

The Dutch Golden Age - the age of Grotius, Spinoza, Rembrandt, Vermeer, and a host of other
renowned artists and writers, was also remarkable for its immense impact in the spheres of commerce,
finance, shipping, and technology. It was in fact one of the most spectacularly creative episodes in the
history of the world. In this book, Jonathan Israel gives the definitive account of the emergence of the
United Provinces as a great power, and explains its subsequent decline in the eighteenth century. He
places the thought, politics, religion, and social developments of the Golden Age in their broad context,
and examines the changing relationship between the northern Netherlands and the south, which was to
develop into modern Belgium. One of the principal aims of the book is to provide a new type of integrated
history which draws the different dimensions of the discipline firmly together in strictly non-technical
language. The result is a comprehensive and lucid account as useful to the reader primarily interested
in artistic and cultural history as to the student who needs a survey of the Republic's institutions, class
structure, and economic development. At the same time it will provide an invaluable aid to scholars
interested in new research and new interpretations.

The Dutch Republic



New Diplomatic History has turned into one of the most dynamic and innovative areas of research —
especially with regard to early modern history. It has shown that diplomacy was not as homogenous
as previously thought. On the contrary, it was shaped by a multitude of actors, practices and places.
The handbook aims to characterise these different manifestations of diplomacy and to contextualise
them within ongoing scientific debates. It brings together scholars from different disciplines and
historiographical traditions. The handbook deliberately focuses on European diplomacy — although
non-European areas are taken into account for future research — in order to limit the framework

and ensure precise definitions of diplomacy and its manifestations. This must be the prerequisite for
potential future global historical perspectives including both the non-European and the European world.

Early Modern European Diplomacy

The present case studies on early modern travelers, dispersed often by unintended consequences of
war, curiosity, economic or political reasons in the Mediterranean, the Americas and Japan, ask for
what power(s) and agency they still had, perhaps counterintuitively, abroad.

The Power of the Dispersed

Jeremy Black's revisionist history shows that both thrusting "bourgeois" Protestant states like the
Netherlands and Britain prospered and, in Britain's case, became a global power. The "reactionary"
Catholic states like Austria and France at various times remained stable until the deluge of the French
Revolution. "Absolutism" was no myth, but "absolutist" states still had to rule with consent. Black
weaves these themes into a rich and coherent tapestry to give a clear and authoritative picture of the
complexities of the early modern period.

Kings, Nobles and Commoners

A magisterial account of how the cultural and maritime relationships between the British, Dutch and
American territories changed the existing world order — and made the Industrial Revolution possible
Between 1500 and 1800, the North Sea region overtook the Mediterranean as the most dynamic part
of the world. At its core the Anglo-Dutch relationship intertwined close alliance and fierce antagonism
to intense creative effect. But a precondition for the Industrial Revolution was also the establishment
in British North America of a unique type of colony — for the settlement of people and culture, rather
than the extraction of things. England’s republican revolution of 1649-53 was a spectacular attempt
to change social, political and moral life in the direction pioneered by the Dutch. In this wide-angled
and arresting book Jonathan Scott argues that it was also a turning point in world history. In the
revolution’s wake, competition with the Dutch transformed the military-fiscal and naval resources of the
state. One result was a navally protected Anglo-American trading monopoly. Within this context, more
than a century later, the Industrial Revolution would be triggered by the alchemical power of American
shopping

How the Old World Ended

This study examines the close cultural, economic, and military relationship between the Russian
Empire and the Netherlands in the early modern period. The author argues that the Netherlands had
an outsized impact on Russia's early development into a powerful state.

Russia and the Dutch Republic, 1566—-1725

An environmental history of natural disasters during the eighteenth-century decline of the Dutch
Republic.

Natural Disaster at the Closing of the Dutch Golden Age

During the seventeenth century, the Dutch Republic was transformed into a leading political power in
Europe, with global trading interests. It nurtured some of the period's greatest luminaries, including
Rembrandt, Vermeer, Descartes and Spinoza. Long celebrated for its religious tolerance, artistic
innovation and economic modernity, the United Provinces of the Netherlands also became known for
their involvement with slavery and military repression in Asia, Africa, and the Americas. This Companion
provides a compelling overview of the best scholarship on this much debated era, written by a wide
range of experts in the field. Unique in its balanced treatment of global, political, socio-economic,



literary, artistic, religious, and intellectual history, its nineteen chapters offer an indispensable guide
for anyone interested in the world of the Dutch Golden Age.

The Cambridge Companion to the Dutch Golden Age

Dynastic Colonialism analyses how women and men employed objects in particular places across the
world during the early modern period in order to achieve the remarkable expansion of the House of
Orange-Nassau. Susan Broomhall and Jacqueline Van Gent explore how the House emerged as a
leading force during a period in which the Dutch accrued one of the greatest seaborne empires. Using
the concept of dynastic colonialism, they explore strategic behaviours undertaken on behalf of the
House of Orange-Nassau, through material culture in a variety of sites of interpretation from palaces
and gardens to prints and teapots, in Europe and beyond. Using over 140 carefully selected images,
the authors consider a wide range of visual, material and textual sources including portraits, glassware,
tiles, letters, architecture and global spaces in order to rethink dynastic power and identity in gendered
terms. Through the House of Orange-Nassau, Broomhall and Van Gent demonstrate how dynasties
could assert status and power by enacting a range of colonising strategies. Dynastic Colonialism offers
an exciting new interpretation of the complex story of the House of Orange-Nassau's rise to power in
the early modern period through material means that will make fascinating reading for students and
scholars of early modern European history, material culture, and gender. This book is highly illustrated
throughout. The print edition features the images in black and white, whereas the eBook edition contains
the illustrations in colour.

Dynastic Colonialism

The eleven wide-ranging essays in this volume covering the medieval and early modern periods explore
how coercive power was established within, over, and by the cities of the Low Countries. They suggest
a distinctive path of political development.

Power and the City in the Netherlandic World

This major study provides the first comprehensive assessment of an important European institution,
the Stadholderate of the Dutch Republic. Professor Rowen looks at the career of each Prince of
Orange in turn, from William | (‘'The Silent’), to the last and saddest, William V, examining their

roles as Stadholder and interweaving their personal lives and characters with the development of

the institution. Without engaging in psycho-history, Rowen treats the individual personality of each
Stadholder as a significant factor, and shows how the Stadholderate contributed to a distinctive political
and constitutional coloration that rendered the United Provinces unique in Europe. The work assesses
the contribution of the Stadholderate to the rise and subsequent fall of the Dutch Republic as one of
the great powers of early modern Europe, and analyses each prince within his contemporary context,
avoiding the highly present-minded approach of many of the Republic's subsequent historians. The
Princes of Orange is thus neither a work of hagiography, glorifying the Dutch royal house, nor a piece of
destructive iconoclasm, but an authoritative account of a most unusual political, dynastic and diplomatic
institution.

The Princes of Orange

Rembrandt, Hals and Vermeer are still household names, even though they died over three hundred
years ago. In their lifetimes they witnessed the extraordinary consolidation of the newly independent
Dutch Republic and its emergence as one of the richest nations on earth. As one contemporary
wrote in 1673: the Dutch were 'the envy of some, the fear of others, and the wonder of all their
neighbours'. During the Dutch Golden Age, the arts blossomed and the country became a haven

of religious tolerance. However, despite being self-proclaimed champions of freedom, the Dutch
conquered communities in America, Africa and Asia and were heavily involved in both slavery and
the slave trade on three continents. This substantially revised second edition of the leading textbook on
the Dutch Republic includes a new chapter exploring slavery and its legacy, as well as a new chapter
on language and literature.

The Dutch Republic in the Seventeenth Century

The years 1650 to 1750 - sandwiched between an age of ‘wars of religion' and an age of 'revolutionary
wars' - have often been characterized as a 'de-ideologized' period. However, the essays in this collection



contend that this is a mistaken assumption. For whilst international relations during this time may lack
the obvious polarization between Catholic and Protestant visible in the proceeding hundred years,

or the highly charged contest between monarchies and republics of the late eighteenth century, it is
forcibly argued that ideology had a fundamental part to play in this crucial transformative stage of
European history. Many early modernists have paid little attention to international relations theory, often
taking a 'Realist’ approach that emphasizes the anarchism, materialism and power-political nature of
international relations. In contrast, this volume provides alternative perspectives, viewing international
relations as socially constructed and influenced by ideas, ideology and identities. Building on such
theoretical developments, allows international relations after 1648 to be fundamentally reconsidered, by
putting political and economic ideology firmly back into the picture. By engaging with, and building upon,
recent theoretical developments, this collection treads new terrain. Not only does it integrate cultural
history with high politics and foreign policy, it also engages directly with themes discussed by political
scientists and international relations theorists. As such it offers a fresh, and genuinely interdisciplinary
approach to this complex and fundamental period in Europe's development.

Ideology and Foreign Policy in Early Modern Europe (1650-1750)

The relationship between information and power is a relevant subject for all times. Today’s perceived
‘information revolution’ has caused information to become a separate object of study during the last
two decades for several disciplines. As the contemporary perspective is dominant, information history
as a discipline of its own has not yet crystallized. In bringing together studies around a new research
agenda on the relationship between information and power across time and space, presenting various
governance regimes, media, materials, and modes of communication, this book forces us to rethink
the prospects and challenges for such a new discipline.

Information and Power in History

International trade has shaped the modern world, yet until now no single book has been available

for both economists and general readers that traces the history of the international economy from its
earliest beginnings to the present day. Power and Plenty fills this gap, providing the first full account of
world trade and development over the course of the last millennium. Ronald Findlay and Kevin O'Rourke
examine the successive waves of globalization and "deglobalization" that have occurred during the
past thousand years, looking closely at the technological and political causes behind these long-term
trends. They show how the expansion and contraction of the world economy has been directly tied to
the two-way interplay of trade and geopolitics, and how war and peace have been critical determinants
of international trade over the very long run. The story they tell is sweeping in scope, one that links the
emergence of the Western economies with economic and political developments throughout Eurasia
centuries ago. Drawing extensively upon empirical evidence and informing their systematic analysis
with insights from contemporary economic theory, Findlay and O'Rourke demonstrate the close
interrelationships of trade and warfare, the mutual interdependence of the world's different regions, and
the crucial role these factors have played in explaining modern economic growth. Power and Plenty is
a must-read for anyone seeking to understand the origins of today's international economy, the forces
that continue to shape it, and the economic and political challenges confronting policymakers in the
twenty-first century.

Power and Plenty

This book focuses on why Europe became the dominant economic force in global trade between 1450
and 1750.

The Political Economy of Merchant Empires

A reassessment of the Anglo-Dutch wars of the second half of the seventeenth century, demonstrating
that the conflict was primarily about trade.

War, Trade and the State

A Brief History of the Netherlands, Second Edition provides a clear, lively, and comprehensive account
of the history of the Netherlands from ancient times to the present day. It relates the central events
that have shaped the country and details their significance in historical context, touching on all aspects
of the history of the country, from political, international, and economic affairs to cultural and social



developments. lllustrated with full-color maps and photographs, and accompanied by a chronology,
bibliography, and suggested reading, this accessible overview is ideal for the general reader. Coverage
includes: From Early Settlements to Frankish Rule Political Strife and the Rise of Urban Life Wars

of Religion and Emancipation Resplendent Republic Dynamo in Decline From Republic to Empire to
Kingdom Building the Modern Nation-State Neutrality, Depression, and World War Reconstruction and
Rebirth after World War Il The Netherlands in the Twenty-first Century: the Triumphs and Trials of a
Tolerant Society

A Brief History of the Netherlands, Second Edition

As early modern Europe launched its multiple projects of global empire, it simultaneously embarked
on an ambitious program of describing and picturing the world. The shapes and meanings of the
extraordinary global images that emerged from this process form the subject of this highly original and
richly textured study of cultural geography. Inventing Exoticism draws on a vast range of sources from
history, literature, science, and art to describe the energetic and sustained international engagements
that gave birth to our modern conceptions of exoticism and globalism. lllustrated with more than two
hundred images of engravings, paintings, ceramics, and more, Inventing Exoticism shows, in vivid
example and persuasive detail, how Europeans came to see and understand the world at an especially
critical juncture of imperial imagination. At the turn to the eighteenth century, European markets were
flooded by books and artifacts that described or otherwise evoked non-European realms: histories and
ethnographies of overseas kingdoms, travel narratives and decorative maps, lavishly produced tomes
illustrating foreign flora and fauna, and numerous decorative objects in the styles of distant cultures.
Inventing Exoticism meticulously analyzes these, while further identifying the particular role of the
Dutch—"Carryers of the World," as Defoe famously called them—in the business of exotica. The form
of early modern exoticism that sold so well, as this book shows, originated not with expansion-minded
imperialists of London and Paris, but in the canny ateliers of Holland. By scrutinizing these materials
from the perspectives of both producers and consumers—and paying close attention to processes of
cultural mediation—Inventing Exoticism interrogates traditional postcolonial theories of knowledge and
power. It proposes a wholly revisionist understanding of geography in a pivotal age of expansion and
offers a crucial historical perspective on our own global culture as it engages in a media-saturated
world.

Inventing Exoticism

The 14 essays in this volume look at both the theory and practice of monarchical governments from the
Thirty Years War up until the time of the French Revolution. Contributors aim to unravel the constructs
of ‘absolutism’ and ‘monarchism’, examining how the power and authority of monarchs was defined
through contemporary politics and philosophy.

Monarchism and Absolutism in Early Modern Europe

Roots of Empire examines the forest management policies of Spain's global monarchy from the
sixteenth century to the middle of the eighteenth century, connecting imperial strategies with local lived
experiences in forest communities impacted by this manifestation of expanded state power.

Roots of Empire

This Element describes the development of an affective economy of violence in the early modern
Dutch Republic through the circulation of images. The Element outlines that while violence became
more controlled in the course of the 17th century, with fewer public executions for instance, the realm
of cultural representation was filled with violent imagery: from prints, atlases and paintings, through
theatres and public spectacles, to peep boxes. It shows how emotions were evoked, exploited, and
controlled in this affective economy of violence based on desires, interests and exploitation. This title
is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.

Marketing Violence

This book surveys the lives and careers of naval officers across Europe at the height of the age of
salil. It traces the professionalization of naval officers by exploring their preparation for life at sea and
the challenges they faced while in command. It also demonstrates the uniqueness of the maritime
experience, as long voyages and isolation at sea cemented their bond with naval officers across Europe



while separating them from landlubbers. It depicts, in a way no previous study has, the parameters
of their shared experiences—both the similarities that crossed national boundaries and connected
officers, and the differences that can only be seen from an international perspective.

Eighteenth-Century Naval Officers

Written by two expert and highly esteemed authors, this is the much-anticipated textbook on the early
modern history of Southeast Asia.

A History of Early Modern Southeast Asia, 1400-1830

A general history of the Dutch Republic during the period of its rise to a great European power. Themes
addressed in the book include the development of imperial power, a mercantile nobility and the great
artistic and cultural resurgence in the age of Rembrandt and Vermeer.

Dutch Society, 1588-1713

This book presents a collection of essays charting the developments in military practice and warfare
across the world in the early modern period. It also considers the nature and role of technological
change, and the relationship between military developments and state-building.

War In The Early Modern World, 1450-1815

Rethinking Mercantilism brings together a group of young early modern British and European historians
to investigate what use the concept "mercantilism" might still hold for both scholars and teachers of
the period. While scholars often find the term unsatisfactory, mercantilism has stubbornly survived
both in our classrooms and in the general scholarly discourse. These essays propose that it is

largely impossible to rethink "mercantilism," given its unique status as a non-entity, by looking for
"mercantilism” itself. Economics as a discipline had not emerged by the seventeenth century, yet
economic considerations were part of most intellectual pursuits, whether scientific, political, cultural, or
social. Thus, the search for "mercantilism" is best undertaken through an investigation of how economic
considerations were embedded in debates throughout the early modern intellectual landscape. With
this in mind, this book seeks to rethink "mercantilism™ inductively rather than deductively. Such an
approach not only frees the debate from the strictures and assumptions of historiography reaching
back to the Scottish Enlightenment, but also avoids viewing the period through the lens of modern
economics. Exploring the period in its own terms makes it possible to revisit fruitfully and more
holistically some of the traditional component parts of "mercantilism" such as the relationship between
wealth and money, the modern state and commerce, economic and political thought, and power and
prosperity only now informed and inflected by the questions raised in new approaches and trends to
the intellectual, political, social, and cultural histories that populated the early modern world. The goal
of this volume is not to abandon mercantilism as a concept but to rethink its intellectual and political
content. First, rather than an ideology driven primarily by self-evident and narrow economic self-interest,
"mercantilism” was inseparable from the rich transformations emerging out of the rapidly changing
early modern intellectual landscape; as such, the study of mercantilism no longer appears solely as a
subject of the history of economic thought, but part and parcel of early modern intellectual history more
generally. Second, the book argues that the common vision of a "mercantile system" premised upon a
coherent, strong, and expansive nation-state is unsustainable. The cornerstone of "mercantilism" has
long been the assumption of a strong and coherent state apparatus with the authority to manage and
manipulate the sphere of commerce for its own ends. This volume explores the implications on our
understanding of early modern economic thought of the recent recognition among historians that the
early modern state was rather weak, decentralized, and amorphous. Moreover, the fact that recent
research has continually re-emphasized the role of a variety of political communities (not just the
state, but also church, corporations, and communities of pirates and smugglers) in shaping public life
recommends questioning which polities mercantilism sought to serve, and vice versa, at any given
time. These and other questions will primarily be pursued in the English context, with occasional
comparisons to the continental experience.

Mercantilism Reimagined

The West's history is one of extraordinary success; no other region, empire, culture, or civilization has
left so powerful a mark upon the world. The Rise of Western Power charts the West's achievements-rep-



resentative government, the free enterprise system, modern science, and the rule of law-as well as its
misdeeds-two frighteningly destructive World Wars, the Holocaust, imperialistic domination, and the
Atlantic slave trade. Adopting a global perspective, Jonathan Daly explores the contributions of other
cultures and civilizations to the West's emergence. Historical, geographical, and cultural factors all
unfold in the narrative. Adopting a thematic structure, the book traces the rise of Western power through
a series of revolutions-social, political, technological, military, commercial, and industrial, among others.
The result is a clear and engaging introduction to the history of Western civilization.

The Rise of Western Power

Faith, knowledge, and power /Tara Alberts and D.R.M. Irving --Immanence and tolerance : ruler conver-
sions to Islam and Christianity in archipelagic Southeast Asia /Alan Strathern --Priest, Portuguese, and
religious change on the periphery of western mainland Southeast Asia in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries /Michael W. Charney --Priests of a foreign god : Catholic religious leadership and sacral
authority in seventeenth-century Tonkin and Cochinchina /Tara Alberts --The virgin of the breadfruit
tree : the impact of early modern Marian art on Filipino women /Marya Rosenberg Leong --Global
trade and local knowledge : gathering natural knowledge in seventeenth-century Indonesia /Matthew
Sargent --'Ask about everything! : Clas Fredrik Hornstedt in Java, 1783-4 /Christina Skott --Trading
tunes : Thomas Forrest, Malay songs, and musical exchange in the Malay archipelago, 1774-84 /D.R.M.
Irving --Intercultural exchange in the city of Malacca /Katrina Gulliver.

Intercultural Exchange in Southeast Asia

The role of slavery in driving Britain's economic development is often debated, but seldom given

a central place. In their remarkable new book, Maxine Berg and Pat Hudson ‘follow the money’ to
document in revealing detail the role of slavery in the making of Britain’s industrial revolution. Slavery
was not just a source of wealth for a narrow circle of slave owners who built grand country houses
and filled them with luxuries. The forces set in motion by the slave and plantation trades seeped into
almost every aspect of the economy and society. In textile mills, iron and copper smelting, steam power,
and financial institutions, slavery played a crucial part. Things we might think far removed from the
taint of slavery, such as eighteenth-century fashions for indigo-patterned cloth, sweet tea, snuff boxes,
mahogany furniture, ceramics and silverware, were intimately connected. Even London’s role as a
centre for global finance was partly determined by the slave trade as insurance, financial trading and
mortgage markets were developed in the City to promote distant and risky investments in enslaved
people. The result is a bold and unflinching account of how Britain became a global superpower, and
how the legacy of slavery persists. Acknowledging Britain’s role in slavery is not just about toppling
statues and renaming streets. We urgently need to come to terms with slavery’s inextricable links with
Western capitalism, and the ways in which many of us continue to benefit from slavery to this day.

Slavery, Capitalism and the Industrial Revolution

Burbank and Cooper examine Rome and China from the third century BCE, empires that sustained
state power for centuries.

Empires in World History

How important has the sea been in the development of human history? Very important indeed is the
conclusion of this ground-breaking four volume work. The books bring together the world's leading
maritime historians, who address the question of what difference the sea has made in relation to around
250 situations ranging from the earliest times to the present. They consider, across the entire world,
subjects related to human migration, trade, economic development, warfare, the building of political
units including states and empires, the dissemination of ideas, culture and religion, and much more,
showing how the sea was crucial to all these aspects of human development. The Sea in History - The
Early Modern World covers the period from around the end of the fifteenth century up to the conclusion
of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815. It examines the establishment and growth of ‘the Atlantic World', but
also considers maritime developments in the Indian Ocean, Southeast and East Asia and Africa, and
highlights the continuing importance of the North Sea and the Baltic. A very wide range of maritime
subjects is explored including trade, which went through a huge global expansion in this period; fishing;
shipping, shipbuilding, navigation and ports; the role of the sea in the dissemination of religious ideas;
the nature of life for sailors in different places and periods; and the impact of trade in particularly
important commodities, including wine, slaves, sugar and tobacco. One particularly interesting chapter



is on the Hanse, the important maritime commercial ‘empire' based in north Germany, which extended
much more widely than is often realised and whose significance and huge impact have often been
overlooked. 33 of the contributions are in English; 42 are in French. CHRISTIAN BUCHET is Professor
of Maritime History, Catholic University of Paris, Scientific Director of Océanides and a member of
I'Académie de marine. GERARD LE BOUDEC is Emeritus Professor of the University of South Brittany.

The Sea in History
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