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A History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature

Sanskrit - the only preserved and the most ancient of all languages, generally proclaimed as language 
of the gods. According to Indian tradition, Sanskrit has neither beginning nor an end. It is eternal. It 
is everlasting. Historically, the Sanskrit was adopted, developed and refined by the invading Aryans in 
the Indus Valley, during 1500 BC. Sanskrit survived as the language of religion, literature and Hindu 
philosophy for over 3,357 years, dating from about 1500 BC to a close AD 1857. The term Aryans, 
Indo-Europeans and Indo-European Languages ? frequently used by historians is misleading; it is not 
correct that the Aryans or the Indo-Europeans were part of a great civilized nation. Aryan is a term 
that refers to migrants who settled in the Indus Valley; they were a mixed people; wanderers, criminals, 
mercenaries from the areas now known as Afghanistan, Iran, the tribal areas of Pakistan and Central 
Asia down to the Caspian Sea. In modern terms they can be identified as Pashtun, Tajik, Uzbek, Hazara, 
Kamboja, Yusufzai, Afridi, Khilji and the other Turkic tribes. The present-day Talibans and most of the 
people affiliated with Al-Qaeda are also the descendants of the Aryans.

A History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature So Far as it Illustrates the Primitive Religion of the Brahmans

Excerpt from History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature, So Far as It Illustrates the Primitive Religion of the 
Brahmans A few words of personal explanation are due to those who may have seen, in the Preface 
to the First Volume of my edition of the Rig-Veda, a note announcing as ready for publication an 
Introductory Memoir on the Literature of the Veda. Ten sheets of this Memoir were printed when, in the 
beginning of the year 1851, 1 was appointed Deputy Professor, and, after the death of my lamented 
friend, Francis Trithen, in the year 1854, Professor of Modern European Languages and Literature in 
the University of Oxford. In compliance with the statutes for the Foundation of Sir Robert Taylor, I had to 
write "Three Courses of Lectures in every year, on the Philology or Literature of some of the principal 
Languages of Europe." These new and unexpected duties rendered it necessary for me to discontinue 
for a time my favourite studies. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands 
of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an 
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important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the 
work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare 
cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our 
edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that 
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

Rise and Fall of Sanskrit (Revised Edition)

Finally available, a high quality book of the original classic edition of A History of Sanskrit Literature. It 
was previously published by other bona fide publishers, and is now, after many years, back in print. This 
is a new and freshly published edition of this culturally important work by Arthur A. MacDonell, which 
is now, at last, again available to you. Get the PDF and EPUB NOW as well. Included in your purchase 
you have A History of Sanskrit Literature in EPUB AND PDF format to read on any tablet, eReader, 
desktop, laptop or smartphone simultaneous - Get it NOW. Enjoy this classic work today. These selected 
paragraphs distill the contents and give you a quick look inside A History of Sanskrit Literature: Look 
inside the book: After Alexander’s invasion, the Greeks became to some extent acquainted with the 
learning of the Indians; the Arabs, in the Middle Ages, introduced the knowledge of Indian science to 
the West; a few European missionaries, from the sixteenth century onwards, were not only aware of 
the existence of, but also acquired some familiarity with, the ancient language of India; and Abraham 
Roger even translated the Sanskrit poet Bhart?ihari into Dutch as early as 1651. ...Considering that the 
affinity of the oldest form of the Avestan language with the dialect of the Vedas is already so great that, 
by the mere application of phonetic laws, whole Avestan stanzas may be translated word for word into 
Vedic, so as to produce verses correct not only in form but in poetic spirit; considering further, that if 
we knew the Avestan language at as early a stage as we know the Vedic, the former would necessarily 
be almost identical with the latter, it is impossible to avoid the conclusion that the Indian branch must 
have separated from the Iranian only a very short time before the beginnings of Vedic literature, and 
can therefore have hardly entered the North-West of India even as early as 1500 B.C.

History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature, So Far as It Illustrates the Primitive Religion of the Brahmans

Reproduction of the original: A History of Sanskrit Literature by Arthur A. MacDonell

A History of Sanskrit Literature - The Original Classic Edition

The work presents a complete history of Sanskrit literature in a condensed and succinct form. It 
embodies a general study of the Vedic, Epic, Puranic, classical and philosophical literature. It sheds 
light on the life and thought of Ancient and Medieval India as reflected in the literary productions of 
those periods. Through the brief epitome given in the Appendix on Technical Literature including Law, 
Science and Arts it provides information both interesting and instructive. The bibliographical notes and 
index appended at the end add to the value and render the work most useful to the reader. Even in this 
age of advanced historiography when even the outstanding researches of eminent antiquarians have 
become outdated, the utility of this small work has not diminished by the passing away of the three 
quarters of a century.

A History of Sanskrit Literature

Taken in conjunction with my sanskrit Drama, published in 1924, this work covers the field of Classical 
Sanskrit Literature, as opposed to the Vedic Literature, the epics, and the Puranas. To bring the 
subject-matter within the limits of a single volume has rendered it necessary to treat the scientific 
literature briefly, and to avoid discussions of its subject-matter which appertain rather to the historian 
of grammer, philosophy, law, medicine, astronomy, or mathematics, than to the literary historian. This 
mode of treatment has rendered it possible, for the first time in any treatise in English on Sanskrit 
Literature, to pay due attention to the literary qualities of the Kavya. Though it was to Englishmen, 
such as Sir William Jones and H. T. Colebrooke, that our earliest knowledge of Sanskrit poetry was 
due, no English poet shared Goethe`s marvellous appereciation of the merits of works known to him 
only through the distorting medium of translations, and attention in England has usually been limited 
to the Vedic literature, as a source for comparative philology, the history of religion, or Indo-European 
antiquities; to the mysticism and monism of Sanskrit philosophy; and to the fables and fairy-tales in their 
relations to western parallels. The neglect of Sanskrit Kavya is doubtless natural. The great poets of 
India wrote for audiences of experts; they were masters of the learning of their day, long trained in the 
use of language, and they aim to please by subtlety, not simplicity of effect. They had at their disposal 



a singularly beautiful speech, and they commanded elaborate and most effective metres. Under these 
circumstances it was inevitable that their works should be difficult, but of those who on that score pass 
them by it may fairly be said ardua dum metuunt amittunt vera viai. It is in the great writers of Kavya 
along, headed by Kalidasa, that we find depth of feeling for life and nature matched with perfection 
of expression and rhythm. The Kavya literature includes some of the great poetry of the world, but 
it can never expect to attain wide popularity in the West, for it is essentially untranslatable German 
poets like Ruckert can, indeed, base excellent work on Sanskrit originals, but the effects produced are 
achieved by wholly different means, while English efforts at verse translations fall invariably below a 
tolerable mediocrity, their diffuse tepidity contrasting painfully with the brilliant condensation of style, 
the elegance of metre, and the close adaptation of sound to sense of the originals. I have, therefore, 
as in my Sanskrit Drama, illustrated the merits of the poets by Sanskrit extracts, adding merely a literal 
English version, in which no note is taken of variations of text or renderings. To save space I have in 
the main dealt only with works earlier than A.D. 1200, though especially in the case of the scientific 
literature important books of later date are briefly noticed. This book was sent in completed for the 
press, in January 1926 but pressure of work at the University Press precluded printing until the summer 
of 1927, when it wa deemed best, in order not to delay progress, to assign to this preface the notice of 
such new discoveries and theories of 1926 and 1927 as might have permanent interest.

A History of Sanskrit Literature

This is a reproduction of the original artefact. Generally these books are created from careful scans of 
the original. This allows us to preserve the book accurately and present it in the way the author intended. 
Since the original versions are generally quite old, there may occasionally be certain imperfections 
within these reproductions. We're happy to make these classics available again for future generations 
to enjoy!

A History Of Sanskrit Literature

Excerpt from A History of Sanskrit Literature IT is undoubtedly a surprising fact that down to the pre 
sent time no history of Sanskrit literature as a whole has been written in English. For not only does that 
literature possess much intrinsic merit, but the light it sheds on the life and thought of the population 
of our Indian Empire ought to have a peculiar interest for the British nation. Owing chie�y to the lack of 
an adequate account of the subject, few, even of the young men who leave these shores every year to 
be its future rulers, possess any connected information about the litera ture in which the civilisation of 
Modern India can be traced to its sources, and without which that civilisation cannot be fully understood. 
It was, therefore, with the greatest pleasure that I accepted Mr. Gosse's invitation to contribute a volume 
to this series of Literature: qf the World; for this appeared to me to be a peculiarly good opportunity for 
diffusing information on a subject in which more than twenty years of continuous study and teaching 
had instilled into me an ever-deepening interest. Professor Max Muller's valuable History of Ancient 
Sanskrit Literature is limited in its scope to the Vedic period. It has long been out of print; and Vedic te 
search has necessarily made great strides in the forty years which have elapsed since its publication. 
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find 
more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten 
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format 
whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, 
such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast 
majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve 
the state of such historical works.

A History of Sanskrit Literature

Describes the origin and progress of Sanskrit philosophy and includes objects of Sanskrit philosophy.

A History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature So Far As It Illustrates the Primitive Religion of the Brahmans

Excerpt from History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature, So Far as It Illustrates the Primitive Religion of the 
Brahmans Page 325. Line 22. There was no space left for printing the list of the Upanishads; it will be 
published in one of the Oriental Journals. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of 
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction 
of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct 
the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare 



cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our 
edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that 
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

A History of Sanskrit Literature (Classic Reprint)

Excerpt from A History of Sanskrit Literature It is undoubtedly a surprising fact that down to the present 
time no history of Sanskrit literature as a whole has been written in English. For not only does that 
literature possess much intrinsic merit, but the light it sheds on the life and thought of the population 
of our Indian Empire ought to have a peculiar interest for the British nation. Owing chiefly to the lack of 
an adequate account of the subject, few, even of the young men who leave these shores every year to 
be its future rulers, possess any connected information about the literature in which the civilisation of 
Modern India can be traced to its sources, and without which that civilisation cannot be fully understood. 
It was, therefore, with the greatest pleasure that I accepted Mr. Gosse's invitation to contribute a volume 
to this series of Literatures of the World; for this appeared to me to be a peculiarly good opportunity for 
diffusing information on a subject in which more than twenty years of continuous study and teaching 
had instilled into me an ever-deepening interest. Professor Max Müller's valuable History of Ancient 
Sanskrit Literature is limited in its scope to the Vedic period. It has long been out of print; and Vedic 
research has necessarily made great strides in the forty years which have elapsed since its publication. 
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find 
more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten 
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format 
whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, 
such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast 
majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve 
the state of such historical works.

Ancient Sanskrit Literature

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, 
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using 
a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. 
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of 
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

A History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature So Far as it Illustrates the Primitive Religion of the Brahmans

This book contains an elaborate account of all branches of Classical Sanskrit Literature on the basis of 
literary, epigraphical and numismatical sources. In 23 chapters, each chapter dealing with a particular 
topic arranged chronologically. The book is documented with a critical apparatus. Beside notes and 
references it has an illuminating Introduction and index of authors and works.

History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature, So Far as It Illustrates the Primitive Religion of the Brahmans 
(Classic Reprint)

The present English translation is based on the original German work written by Professor Winternitz 
and has been revised in the light of further researches on the subject by different scholars in India and 
elsewhere. Vol. I relates to Veda (the four Samhitas), Brahmanas, Aranyakas, Upanisads, Vedangas 
and the Literature of the ritual. The Ramayana and the Mahabharata. Puranic literature and Tantra. Vol. 
II deals with the Buddhist Literature of India and the Jaina Literature. Vol. III covers Classical Sanskrit 
Literature comprising ornate Poetry, Drama, Narrative Literature, Grammar, Lexiocography, Philosophy, 
Dharma-Sastra, Artha-Sastra, Architecture, Music, Kama-Sutra, Ayurveda, Astronomy, Astrology and 
Mathematics.

History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature, So Far as it Illustrates the Primitive Religion of the Brahmans



This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

A History of Sanskrit Literature

In course of his studies in Sanskrit literature and research relating to various aspects of it, the author of 
the present work often felt the need of a vade mecum containing brief accounts of authors and works, 
information about the principal characters of Sanskrit plays, poems and prose works, the meaning 
of certain technical terms in common use, the common geographical names and the notable myths 
and legends. A Companion to Sanskrit Literature, the first work of its kind, covers a period of nearly 
3500 years from the Vedic age down to the modern times. It seeks to acquaint the reader, within a 
brief compass, with the contents of outstanding works and authors in Sanskrit literature, followed by 
up-to-date bibliographies. Brief accounts of the important character in well-known poems, dramas and 
prose works have also been given. Important geographical names, with their modern identification as 
far as practicable, have also been laid down. Common technical terms, used in the different branches 
of Sanskrit literature, have been briefly explained, Prominent figures in myths and legends have been 
dealt with. In a number of appendices, various kinds of useful information about Sanskrit literature 
including sciences, sports and pastimes, etc. in ancient and medieval India have been set forth. It is an 
indispensable vade mecum for the general readers, the specialists and researchers. It is like a capsule 
taking the reader through the vast firmament of Sanskrit literature up to remote ages. -- Amazon.com.

A History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature

Excerpt from Papers Relating to the Collection and Preservation of the Records of Ancient Sanskrit 
Literature in India: Edited by Order of the Government of India I know of no Native scholar possessed 
of the requisite learning, accuracy, and persistent energy. I know of no European scholar in India 
possessed of the requisite time, or who might not be more usefully employed in making original 
researches. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic 
books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical 
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the 
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection 
in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, 
repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally 
left to preserve the state of such historical works.

A History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature So Far as It Illustrates the Primitive Religion of the Brahmans

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

Environment and Ancient Sanskrit Literature

Originally published in 1889. Author: Romesh Chunder Dutt Language: English Keywords: History / 
India . Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before, are now 
extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. Obscure Press are republishing these classic works in 
affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.

A Concise History of Classical Sanskrit Literature



This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America, 
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as 
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we 
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available 
to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an 
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

A History of Indian Literature

The Papers Included In This Book Are An Exhaustive Survey Of The Recent Sanskrit Literature And 
An Extensive Assessment About Its Relevance To The Contemporary Society. Sanskrit Literature Has 
Been Made Richer, Both In The Form And Content, By The Authors Of The 20Th Century, Who Are Very 
Much Open And Alive To The Contemporary Developments And Problems And Who Are Enthusiastic 
About Introducing Innovative Ideas Into Sanskrit Literature In Order To Enrich It Further. It Was Also 
Admitted That Still Much Is To Be Done To Widen The Field Of Sanskrit And This Can Be Made Possible 
By The Participation Of More Number Of Sanskrit Scholars. Havings Its Roots Firmly Struck In The 
Ground The Eternal And Speaking Tree Of Sanskrit Should Blossom New Flavour And Speaking The 
Fragrance Of Which Will Be Carried To Every Root And Corner Of The Word.

History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature, So Far as It Illustrates the Primitive Religion of the Brahmans

Excerpt from Classical Sanskrit Literature To sketch the history of Classical Sanskrit Litera ture within 
the limits of a volume of the Heritage Series would have been impossible but for the decision to allot 
another volume to the Sanskrit Drama, in which the literature of India attains its highest perfection. It has 
seemed best also to restrict this review to the period before a.d. 1200, a date conventional indeed, but 
yet late enough to include all the great masterpieces of Sanskrit literature. Even within the limit chosen 
attention has been concentrated on the works of chief merit or reputation, and it has been necessary 
to avoid any detailed discussion of controversial dates, in order to dwell upon the substance and form 
of the literature itself. Here again it has only been possible to indicate in outline the salient features of 
the classical literature, and to suggest some of the many problems affecting its origin and development. 
The aim of this work will be accomplished if it serves to remind readers of the richness and variety of 
the literature of which it treats, and encourages students to extend the field of their reading in Sanskrit. 
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find 
more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten 
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format 
whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, 
such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast 
majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve 
the state of such historical works.

A Companion to Sanskrit Literature

Description: It contains short essays dealing with the different topics connected with our ancient 
Sanskrit literature and culture. Only such topics have been chosen as may be of interest to the general 
reader and of benefit to the students who study Sanskrit in Colleges and Universities. These essays 
have been written as well as compiled from the works of various eminent scholars of Indian literature 
such as those of Drs. Bhau Daji, Bhandarkar, Ghate, Altekar, Pusalkar, Max Muller, Wilson Keith, 
Macdonell, Winternitz and several others, both Indian and foreign.

History of Classical Sanskrit Literature

Excerpt from Lays of Ancient India: Selections From Indian Poetry Rendered Into English Verse Indian 
poetry has been made known to English readers by distinguished English writers. A hundred years 
ago Sir William Jones translated the beautiful play of Sakuntala into English, and for the first time drew 
the attention of European readers to the beauty of Indian thought and poetry. H. H. Wilson followed in 
his footsteps, and rendered into graceful English verse some others of the best dramatic works in the 
Sanscrit language, and also a beautiful poem called Meghaduta. Wilson's English translation of the 
Rig Veda has since been completed and published; and Mr. Griffiths has brought out a commendable 
metrical translation of the great epic Ramayana. Max Muller has translated the ancient Upanishads 



and the Buddhist work Dhammapada into English prose; and the genius of Sir Edwin Arnold has made 
thousands of readers in Europe and in America familiar with the wealth of Indian thought and imagery, 
and the beauty of Buddhist precepts and doctrines. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes 
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book 
is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to 
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in 
the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may 
be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any 
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works."

Papers Relating to the Collection and Preservation of the Records of Ancient Sanskrit Literature in 
India

A History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature So Far As It Illustrates the Primitive Religion of the Brahmans 
- Primary Source Edition
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