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Seamus Deane Reading In The Dark

#Seamus Deane #In The Dark #poetry reading #lrish literature #author event

Experience a captivating literary event with renowned Irish poet Seamus Deane as he presents his
evocative work, 'In The Dark'. This special reading delves into profound themes of memory, history,
and identity, offering an intimate glimpse into Deane's masterful storytelling and poetic voice.
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Reading in the Dark

This is the story of a haunted Irish childhood. The setting is Derry in the Northern Ireland of the 40s
and 50s, fraught with political hatred, family secrets and lethal intrigue. As a young boy tries to make
sense of life, poverty and violence shift and obscure the facts; meanwhile his night-time reading of Irish
legends weaves enchantment through reality. Claustrophobic but lyrically charged, breathtakingly sad
but vibrant and unforgettable, this is one of the finest books about growing up — in Ireland or anywhere
— that has ever been written. See also: The Green Road by Anne Enright

Reading in the Dark

This first novel, akin to Robert Graves' Goodbye To All That, describes growing up in, and leaving,
Northern Ireland. It is a work of anger, passion and great intensity.

Reading in the Dark

A survey of 200 years of Irish writing, this book offers analytic accounts of key Irish works and authors.

Small World

Did Ireland produce a more radical and ambitious literature in the straitened circumstances of the first
half of the twentieth century than it has managed to do since it began to ‘modernize’ and become
more affluent from the 1960s onwards? Has Irish modernism ceded place to a prevailing naturalism
that seems gritty and tough-minded, but that is aesthetically conservative and politically self-thwarted?
Does the fixation with ‘de Valera’s Ireland’ in recent narrative represent a necessary settling of accounts
with a dark, abusive history or is it indicative of a worrying inability on the part of Irish artists and
intellectuals to respond to the very different predicaments of the post-Cold War world? These are some
of the questions addressed in Outrageous Fortune. Scanning literature, theatre, film and music, Joe
Cleary probes the connections between capital, culture and criticism in modern Ireland. He includes
readings of James Joyce and the Irish modernists, the naturalists Patrick Kavanagh, John McGahern
and Edna O’Brien, and comments too on what he terms the ‘neo-naturalism’ of Marina Carr, Patrick
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McCabe and Martin McDonagh. He concludes with a provocative analysis of the cultural achievement
of the Pogues.

Reading in the Dark, Seamus Deane

In this chapter Anne Alvarez describes how supervision with Sydney Klein played a decisive part

in transforming her understanding of the importance of the grammar of interpretation—that not all
interpretations have to unmask hidden desires on the negative side but, rather, can help the evolving
process of growth and understanding. This is particularly important in borderline patients in whom such
unmasking interpretations may be ego-depleting in that they do not take into account the immediate
meaning of the child’s communication.

Outrageous Fortune

‘A book of excruciating sobriety and warmth and a magical concreteness of observation... | know of no
book which conveys more about that complex fate, being a European at the end of European civilization'
Susan Sontag At first The Emigrants appears simply to document the lives of four Jewish émigrés in
the twentieth century. But gradually, as Sebald's precise, almost dreamlike prose begins to draw their
stories, the four narrations merge into one overwhelming evocation of exile and loss. 'An unconsoling
masterpiece... Exquisitely written and exquisitely translated...a true work of art' Spectator

Imprisoned Pain and Its Transformation

Seamus Deane, one of Ireland's most important critics, assesses here the place of literature in "a
colonial or neo-colonial culture like ours, where the naming of the territory has always been ... a
politically charged act". The force of Deane's A Short History of Irish Literature derives precisely from his
naming of the territory. With insight, erudition, and a razor-keen style, he locates Irish writers within the
island's traumatic history. His aim is to show how literature has been inescapably allied with historical
interpretation and with political allegiance.

The Emigrants

Derek Hand's A History of the Irish Novel is a major work of criticism on some of the greatest

and most globally recognisable writers of the novel form. Writers such as Laurence Sterne, James
Joyce, Elizabeth Bowen, Samuel Beckett and John McGahern have demonstrated the extraordinary
intellectual range, thematic complexity and stylistic innovation of Irish fiction. Derek Hand provides a
remarkably detailed picture of the Irish novel's emergence in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
He shows the story of the genre is the story of Ireland’s troubled relationship to modernisation. The
first critical synthesis of the Irish novel from the seventeenth century to the present day, this is a major
book for the field, and the first to thematically, theoretically and contextually chart its development. It is
an essential, entertaining and highly original guide to the history of the Irish novel.

A Short History of Irish Literature

A classic pitch-black wartime thriller from the author of An Untouched House 'l immerse myself in the
book, intimidated at first by its length, astonished afterwards to find | have read it at a single sitting... The
suspense never falters' Milan Kundera Under Nazi occupation, Henri Osewoudt finds himself drawn
into the resistance by his near-doppelganger, the ruthless Dorbeck, Soon Osewoudt has entered a
world that is a photo negative of his previous humdrum existence — carrying messages, helping British
agents to escape and killing collaborators. But how much of it is real? The Darkroom of Damocles is
a razor-sharp classic thriller set in a world where everything is permitted, even murder. As unsettling
and morally challenging today as when it was first written.

A History of the Irish Novel

"Afirst novel, without the melodrama of A Tree Grows in Brooklyn to which it can however be compared,
which has the honesty and sincerity of reality in its portrait of the Irish-Americans of Providence in the
years 1912-1915, whose roots are in their homeland, whose genius is for the dramatic, the ludicrous,
who know whirlpools of frustration, and who dream of the opportunities in their new country. Old Ned's
dreams for his orphaned grandson, Willie, are part of his life, for Willie is to have an education and a
career, and Ned gives way to nothing or no one to accomplish this. Ned moves the family to South
Providence when the scandal of Willie's arrest seems insurmountable in their old surroundings, and



there, through the intelligent, kindly interest of a young priest, through a growing pride in his own
achievements, Willie recognizes what his grandfather is driving at, and determines to make the old
man's dream come true. A warm, sometimes exciting, portrait of a family, a believable rather than
theatrical portrait of a community, and a moving relationship between boy and old man, this should- as
a first novel- win critical interest."--Kirkus

Celtic Revivals

Seminar paper from the year 2023 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature,
grade: 1,0, University of Wirzburg (Neuphilologisches Institut), course: Irish Gothic, language: English,
abstract: This paper starts by defining characteristic traits of Gothic Literature and the concept of
liminality, and explains how both can be linked together. It then analyses how both Gothic and liminal
traits are intertwined in Seamus Deane's "Reading in the Dark" and how they work to create the
novel's defining hopeless, gloomy atmosphere. Also, this paper analyses how characters use liminal
techniques to communicate unspeakable truths, yet ultimately fail to escape the liminal space they
occupy.

The Darkroom of Damocles

Bastard Out of Carolina, nominated for the 1992 National Book Award for fiction, introduced Dorothy
Allison as one of the most passionate and gifted writers of her generation. Now, in Two or Three
Things | Know for Sure, she takes a probing look at her family's history to give us a lyrical, complex
memoir that explores how the gossip of one generation can become legends for the next. Illustrated
with photographs from the author's personal collection, Two or Three Things | Know for Sure tells the
story of the Gibson women -- sisters, cousins, daughters, and aunts -- and the men who loved them,
often abused them, and, nonetheless, shared their destinies. With luminous clarity, Allison explores
how desire surprises and what power feels like to a young girl as she confronts abuse. As always,
Dorothy Allison is provocative, confrontational, and brutally honest. Two or Three Things | Know for
Sure, steeped in the hard-won wisdom of experience, expresses the strength of her unique vision with
beauty and eloquence.

Our Own Kind

A collection of essays exploring the future of literary studies by focusing on the relationship between
literary theory, philosophy, and cultural studies. The essays aim to break the boundaries separating
philosophy and literature.

Ireland's Field Day

Ultras are the most prominent form of football fandom in the 21st century, from their origins in Italy in the
1960s, this style of fandom has spread across Europe and then across the globe. This book provides
the first European-wide monograph on the ultras phenomenon.

Reading in the Dark

Strange Country identifies the origin, the development, and the success of the Irish literary tradition in
English as one of the first literature that is both national and colonial.

Liminality in Seamus Deane's Gothic Novel Reading in the Dark

The Catastrophist is a brilliant, highly acclaimed novel of love, passion, violence, and desire, set in
the Belgian Congo in 1959. While expatriates loll about their pools in a colonial paradise soon to
erupt into chaos, huge crowds are drawn to the charismatic Congolese independence leader Patrice
Lumumba -- and his even more dangerous rivals. One man sees the cracks appearing around him and
struggles to hold on to his lover, his sanity, and ultimately, his life. Gillespie, the outsider, a journalist,
is in Léopoldville for the beautiful Italian, Inés. He is desperate for her love, while she is obsessed with
the unfolding drama, caught up in history, ideology, hero worship. In a world slipping out of control,
gripped by disgust, fear, and incomprehension, Gillespie feels that events threaten to overwhelm him
-- as does his friendship with the amiable but sinister American, Stipe; his relationship with his canny
native driver, Auguste; and, above all, his love for Ines. It is Ineés who defines Gillespie as a catastrofista,
an Italian word for somebody for whom "no problem is small. Nothing can be fixed,; it is always the end,"
for Gillespie is deeply pessimistic and skeptical about their relationship as well as politics, while Ines



believes in engagement and commitment, whatever the risks -- which, as it turns out, are greater than
either of them can foresee. As colonial corruption and injustice give way to turmoil, brutality, and murder,
Gillespie is finally forced to confront what is happening before his eyes. In subtle, haunting prose, Ronan
Bennett captures the complex connection between the personal and the political, between cruelty and
lust, between eroticism and love, between courage and fear, between detachment and involvement.
The Catastrophist is a bold, courageous novel, at once a searing love story and a terrifying political
thriller, in the tradition of such books as Graham Greene's The Comedians or such postcolonial classics
as The Year of Living Dangerously -- an erotic Heart of Darkness for the twentieth century.

Two or Three Things | Know for Sure

Four men once close to Jack Dodds, a London butcher, meet to carry out his peculiar last wish: to have
his ashes scattered into the sea. For reasons best known to herself, Jack's widow, Amy, declines to join
them. On the surface the tale of a simple if increasingly bizarre day's outing, Last Orders is Graham
Swift's most poignant exploration of the complexity and courage of ordinary lives.Celebrating 40 years
of outstanding international writing, this is one of the essential Picador novels reissued in a beautiful
new series style.

Future Crossings

Exploring Literature invites students to connect with works of literature in light of their own experiences
and, ultimately, put those connections into writing. With engaging selections, provocative themes, and
comprehensive coverage of the writing process, Madden's anthology is sure to capture the reader's
imagination. Exploring Literature opens with five chapters dedicated to reading and writing about
literature. An anthology follows, organized around five themes. Each thematic unit includes a rich
diversity of short stories, poems, plays, and essays, as well as a case study to help students explore
literature from various perspectives.

Ultras

Derry in the 1970s: teenager Joe Logan is growing up in the teeth of the Troubles, having to cope
with embittered parents, a brother who's been away and come back with money and a gun in his
pocket, harsh school teachers, and the constant awareness of the military presence in the background.
Central to the story is the friendship that tentatively grows up between Joe and Kathleen, a young
school-teacher who brings a fresh perspective to his familiar world.

Strange Country

"Seamus Heaney was the leading Irish poet of the second half of the twentieth century, and, after W.
B. Yeats, arguably the most significant poet in the history of Irish literature. When he died in 2013 the
public reaction in Ireland was extraordinary, and the outpouring of feeling decisively demonstrated that
he occupied an exceptional place in national life. The words of his last message to his wife, 'Noli timere’,
'Don't be afraid’, appeared over and over again on social media, while key phrases from favourite poems
became and have remained canonical. In this short book, conceived for the Writers on Writers series,
historian Roy Foster offers an extended and largley chronological reflection upon Heaney's life, work
and historical context, from the poet's origins in Northern Ireland and the publication of Death of a
Naturalist in 1966, through the explosive impact of his 1975 collection North, and then into his years
as a 'world poet' and an Irish writer with a powerful influence on English literature generally. Foster
considers virtually all of Heaney's major output, including later volumes such as The Spirit Level and
Human Chain, as well as Heaney's translation of Beowulf and his renderings from Virgil. Throughout
the book, Foster conveys something of Heaney's charismatic, expansive and subtle personality, as well
as the impact of his work in both the USA and in Europe. Certain themes emerge throughout, such
as the way Heaney maintained a deceptive simplicity throughout his writing career, his relations with
classical literature and the poetry of dissidence in Eastern Europe, and the increasing presence of the
unseen and even spiritual in his later work. Foster also highlights Heaney's importance as a critic and
the largely unacknowledged ways in which his own trajectory echoed that of the life and work of Yeats.
Though Heaney evaded direct comparisons with his Nobel-prizewinning predecessor, he personified
the quality which he attributed to Yeats: 'the gift of establishing authority within a culture'. Both poets
made a challenging and oblique use of autobiography and personal history in their work, and both
sustained a very particular and sometimes contested relation to the life of their country. Foster shows



us that Heaney, like Yeats, came to personify and express the Ireland of his time with unique force and
resonance"--

The Catastrophist

Colum McCann's Everything in This Country Must, a writer of fierce originality and haunting lyricism,
turns to the troubles in Northern Ireland and reveals the reverberations of political tragedy in the most
intimate lives of men and women, parents and children. In the title story, a teenage girl must choose
between allegiance to her Catholic father and gratitude to the British soldiers who have saved the
family's horse. The young hero of Hunger Strike, a novella, tries to replicate the experience of his uncle,
an IRA prisoner on hunger strike. And in Wood, a small boy does his part for the Protestant marches,
concealing his involvement from his blind father. Writing in a new form, but with the skill and force and
sparkling poetry that have brought him international acclaim, Colum McCann has delivered masterful,
memorable short fiction.

Last Orders

An enchanting blend of humour and crisp observation in a story of Jewish exiles in Britain. Set in
wartime and post-war England Wolfy and the Strudelbakers is a comic take on the disaster zone

of displacement and exile. Wolfy lives with the 'strudelbakers'-his super-critical aunt and melancholy
uncle-in the surrealistic world of refugees granted shelter from persecution. He is an expert at living
in two cultures-the chaotic, dark world of uprooted people desperately hanging on to their Jewish
religion-and the vitality, variety and temptation he finds in London's streets. "A most impressive novel full
of narrative power and unforgettable description."-Jewish Chronicle "The delight is in the comic detail,
even when the matter is serious."-The Times Zvi Jagendorf teaches English and Theatre Studies at
the Hebrew University, Jerusalem.

Exploring Literature

Jamaica Kincaid's brother Devon Drew died of AIDS on January 19, 1996, at the age of thirty-three.
Kincaid's incantatory, poetic, and often shockingly frank recounting of her brother's life and death is
also a story of her family on the island of Antigua, a constellation centered on the powerful, sometimes
threatening figure of the writer's mother. My Brother is an unblinking record of a life that ended too
early, and it speaks volumes about the difficult truths at the heart of all families. My Brother is a 1997
National Book Award Finalist for Nonfiction.

Shadows on our Skin

‘These legends are the action-packed stories - of ancient heroes, huge battles, attempted invasions,
prophecies and spells, clashes between the underworld and the real world, abductions, love affairs
and feasts - which have fascinated the Irish mind for more than 2,000 years ... Most of them have an
extraordinary, stark narrative sweep, with a marvellous sense of detail . . . Heaney writes directly and
fluently . . . with great tact and skill." Sunday Times

On Seamus Heaney

Twelve-year-old Tony Macaulay was appointed paperboy of Shankill Road in 1975. At the height of
the Troubles, as bombs blasted, mobs clashed and sirens wailed through the streets, he did the daily
rounds without fail. From barricades to the Bay City Rollers, platform shoes to paramilitaries, this is a
story of happiness in dark times, a charming, funny and touching coming-of-age journey set in a very
different - but very familiar - world.

Three Modern Novels

Ireland, 1971, John Egan is a misfit, 'a twelve year old in the body of a grown man with the voice of

a giant who insists on the ridiculous truth'. With an obsession for the Guinness Book of Records and
faith in his ability to detect when adults are lying, John remains hopeful despite the unfortunate cards
life deals him. During one year in John's life, from his voice breaking, through the breaking-up of his
home life, to the near collapse of his sanity, we witness the gradual unsticking of John's mind, and the
trouble that creates for him and his family.

Everything in This Country Must



Essay from the year 2012 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature,

grade: 1,0, University of Kent (School of English), course: Eighteenth-Century Literature, 1750-1830,
language: English, abstract: To a certain extent, horror and fear in "Vathek" by William Beckford are
caused by the anxiety of the unknown. Reading Vathek as a queer Gothic novel helps to uncover both
the desire for and the fear and condemnation of a non-heterosexual identity or desire. This essay will
give evidence for the thesis that the typical Gothic motifs of queer sexual and gender identity as well as
the anxiety and desire aroused by it are mirrored in Beckford s novel. For this reason, a brief definition
of queer Gothic and sexuality in Gothic fiction will precede an analysis of Gulchenrouz and the fifty
boys, Vathek, and the Giaour regarding their sexual and gender identity.

Wolfy and the Strudelbakers

This is a collection of unpredictable stories about love and cruelty, crimes, desperation, and hope from
the man Irvine Welsh has described as 'the most arresting and original writer to emerge from these
islands in years'.

My Brother

Michael Moran is an old Irish Republican whose life was forever transformed by his days of glory as a
guerrilla leader in the Irish War of Independence. Moran is till fighting—with his family, his friends, and
even himself—in this haunting testimony to the enduring qualities of the human spirit.

Over Nine Waves

The Irish Novel at the End of the Twentieth Century: Gender, Bodies and Power interprets a wide variety
of the most interesting Irish novels of the last ten years of the century from a perspective that focuses
on the regulated sexual and constructed gendered body. The demarcating line of identity-the perennial
Irish problem-can be gauged at the basic level of sexual and gender identity in contrast to or in alliance
with political, social, religious or cultural norms. All mechanisms that have gone into controlling the
body-gender regulation, violence, desire, religious taboos-can all be reinterpreted through the body in
motion.

Paperboy

Women and Exile in Contemporary Irish Fiction examines how contemporary Irish authors have taken
up the history of the Irish woman migrant. It situates these writers' work in relation to larger discourses
of exile in the Irish literary tradition and examines how they engage with the complex history of Irish
emigration.

Carry Me Down

14. Secret gardens: unearthing the truth in Patrick O'Keeffe's The Hill Road: Vivian Valvano Lynch --
15. 'What's it like being Irish?' The return of the repressed in Roddy Doyle's Paula Spencer: Jennifer
M. Jeffers -- 16. Remembering to forget: Northern Irish fiction after the Troubles: Neal Alexander -- Part
V: After words -- 17. 'What do | say when they wheel out their dead?' The representation of violence in
Northern Irish art: Shane Alcobia-Murphy -- Bibliography -- Index

Queer Identity and Sexual Desire

Field and Day Anthology of Irish Writing
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