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Explore the tumultuous journey of the Nicaraguan Revolution, from its initial promise with the Sandinista 
movement to the complex dynamics of its rise and eventual decline. This summary delves into the key 
historical events, the pivotal role of figures like the FSLN, and the enduring legacy of this significant 
Central American conflict on Nicaragua's history and political landscape.
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Retelling the Nicaraguan Revolution as a Dionysian Ritual

Uncountable books have been written on the Nicaraguan revolution in 1979, due to the fascination 
connected with the idea of revolution in general and with its realization in Nicaragua in particular. This 
book retells the story of the Nicaraguan revolution with the words of women, aiming to show how 
a high level of transformative energy was accumulated in the Nicaraguan society over time, based 
on a common utopian vision of a better future for all. The energetic upheaval can be analyzed as 
a Dionysian ritual. However, the book also follows up on the Apollonian aftermath of the revolution. 
Martina Handler is a social scientist and a graduate of the Master Program in Peace, Development, 
Security and International Conflict Transformation in Innsbruck, Austria.

The Rise and Fall of the Nicaraguan Revolution

Leaders of the communist movement in the United States, writing as partisans of the Nicaraguan 
revolution, trace the achievements & worldwide impact of the workers' & farmers' government that 
came to power in 1979. They examine the political retreat of the Sandinista National Liberation Front 
that led to the downfall of the government in the closing years of the 1980s.

Rights and Revolution

This book (Vandeplas 2013 available now at Amazon.com) argues that during the decade long rule 
of the Sandinista movement in 1980s' Nicaragua, discussion of the origins and development of that 
nation's revolution was greatly hindered by a polarization between two basic points of view. On the one 
hand, an anticommunist worldview rooted in the Cold War fueled outright opposition to the Sandinista 
movement. On the other, a defense of the politics of the Sandinistas was motivated by a tendency 
on the left and within some currents of liberalism to support, almost without criticism, any third world 
political movement which stood up to the United States government. There were many shades of 
opinion between these two poles - but no third pole opposed to both. This study is an attempt to break 
through the intellectual stalemate that is a legacy of the Cold War. By reconsidering the dynamics of 
the Nicaraguan revolution I believe it is possible to come to a deeper understanding of conflicts in the 
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developing world. In particular, I believe a close study of the relationship between democratic rights 
and revolutionary movements within the revolutionary process itself is a fruitful means to achieve this 
understanding.

The End And The Beginning: The Nicaraguan Revolution

“A must-read for anyone interested in Nicaragua—or in the overall issue of social change.”—Margaret 
Randall, author of SANDINO'S DAUGHTERS and SANDINO'S DAUGHTERS REVISITED Sandinista 
is the first English-language biography of Carlos Fonseca Amador, the legendary leader of the 
Sandinista National Liberation Front of Nicaragua (the FSLN) and the most important and influential 
figure of the post–1959 revolutionary generation in Latin America. Fonseca, killed in battle in 1976, 
was the undisputed intellectual and strategic leader of the FSLN. In a groundbreaking and fast-paced 
narrative that draws on a rich archive of previously unpublished Fonseca writings, Matilde Zimmermann 
sheds new light on central themes in his ideology as well as on internal disputes, ideological shifts, and 
personalities of the FSLN. The first researcher ever to be allowed access to Fonseca’s unpublished 
writings (collected by the Institute for the Study of Sandinism in the early 1980s and now in the hands of 
the Nicaraguan Army), Zimmermann also obtained personal interviews with Fonseca’s friends, family 
members, fellow combatants, and political enemies. Unlike previous scholars, Zimmermann sees the 
Cuban revolution as the crucial turning point in Fonseca’s political evolution. Furthermore, while others 
have argued that he rejected Marxism in favor of a more pragmatic nationalism, Zimmermann shows 
how Fonseca’s political writings remained committed to both socialist revolution and national liberation 
from U.S. imperialism and followed the ideas of both Che Guevara and the earlier Nicaraguan leader 
Augusto César Sandino. She further argues that his philosophy embracing the experiences of the 
nation’s workers and peasants was central to the FSLN’s initial platform and charismatic appeal.

The Nicaraguan Revolution

Journalist Christian's masterful, evenhanded account of Nicaragua's Sandinistas derives from years 
of interviews and on-the-scene observations. Beginning with the last days of the Somoza regime, she 
details the morass of political intrigue through November 1984. The problem is, she argues, that the 
success of ``sandinismo'' turned the people from instigators of change into objects of change, both 
in the eyes of the church and of the state. As the center of the struggle flew out of control onto the 
battlefields of Havana, Washington, Rome, and Panama, democratic principles were subordinated 
to other peoples' needs, a no-win situation for the peasants. To draw conclusions about Nicaragua, 
Christian emphasizes, is a lot more difficult than superficial U.S. policy would imply.

The Red and the Black

Together with his brother Humberto, Daniel Ortega Saavedra masterminded the only victorious Latin 
American revolution since Fidel Castro's in Cuba. Following the triumphant 1979 Nicaraguan revolution, 
Ortega was named coordinator of the governing junta, and then in 1984 was elected president by a 
landslide in the country's first free presidential election. The future was full of promise. Yet the United 
States was soon training, equipping, and financing a counterrevolutionary force inside Nicaragua while 
sabotaging its crippled economy. The result was a decade-long civil war. By 1990, Nicaraguans dutifully 
voted Ortega out and the preferred candidate of the United States in. And Nicaraguans grew poorer and 
sicker. Then, in 2006, Daniel Ortega was reelected president. He was still defiantly left-wing and deeply 
committed to reclaiming the lost promise of the Revolution. Only time will tell if he succeeds, but he has 
positioned himself as an ally of Castro and Hugo Ch&ávez, while life for many Nicaraguans is finally 
improving. Unfinished Revolution is the first full-length biography of Daniel Ortega in any language. 
Drawing from a wealth of untapped sources, it tells the story of Nicaragua's continuing struggle for 
liberation through the prism of the Revolution's most emblematic yet enigmatic hero.

Sandinista

Robert J. Sierakowski's Sandinistas: A Moral History offers a bold new perspective on the liberation 
movement that brought the Sandinista National Liberation Front to power in Nicaragua in 1979, 
overthrowing the longest-running dictatorship in Latin America. Unique sources, from trial transcripts 
to archival collections and oral histories, offer a new vantage point beyond geopolitics and ideologies to 
understand the central role that was played by everyday Nicaraguans. Focusing on the country’s rural 
north, Sierakowski explores how a diverse coalition of labor unionists, student activists, housewives, 
and peasants inspired by Catholic liberation theology came to successfully challenge the legitimacy 



of the Somoza dictatorship and its entrenched networks of power. Mobilizing communities against 
the ubiquitous cantinas, gambling halls, and brothels, grassroots organizers exposed the regime’s 
complicity in promoting social ills, disorder, and quotidian violence while helping to construct radical 
new visions of moral uplift and social renewal. Sierakowski similarly recasts our understanding of the 
Nicaraguan National Guard, grounding his study of the Somozas’ army in the social and cultural world 
of the ordinary soldiers who enlisted and fought in defense of the dictatorship. As the military responded 
to growing opposition with heightened state terror and human rights violations, repression culminated 
in widespread civilian massacres, stories that are unearthed for the first time in this work. These 
atrocities further exposed the regime’s moral breakdown in the eyes of the public, pushing thousands 
of previously unaligned Nicaraguans into the ranks of the guerrilla insurgency by the late 1970s. 
Sierakowski’s innovative reinterpretation of the Sandinista Revolution will be of interest to students, 
scholars, and activists concerned with Latin American social movements, the Cold War, and human 
rights.

Nicaragua, Revolution in the Family

Translations of speeches, documents and interviews of the central leadership of the FSLN.

Unfinished Revolution

In the revolutionary years between 1979 and 1992, it would have been difficult to find three political 
systems as different as El Salvador, Costa Rica, and Nicaragua, yet they found a common destination 
in democracy and free markets. Paige shows that the divergent political histories and the convergent 
outcome were shaped by one commodity: coffee.

Sandinistas

Those who survived the brutal dictatorship of the Somoza family have tended to portray the rise 
of the women’s movement and feminist activism as part of the overall story of the anti-Somoza 
resistance. But this depiction of heroic struggle obscures a much more complicated history. As Victoria 
González-Rivera reveals in this book, some Nicaraguan women expressed early interest in eliminating 
the tyranny of male domination, and this interest grew into full-fledged campaigns for female suffrage 
and access to education by the 1880s. By the 1920s a feminist movement had emerged among 
urban, middle-class women, and it lasted for two more decades until it was eclipsed in the 1950s 
by a nonfeminist movement of mainly Catholic, urban, middle-class and working-class women who 
supported the liberal, populist, patron-clientelistic regime of the Somozas in return for the right to 
vote and various economic, educational, and political opportunities. Counterintuitively, it was actually 
the Somozas who encouraged women's participation in the public sphere (as long as they remained 
loyal Somocistas). Their opponents, the Sandinistas and Conservatives, often appealed to women 
through their maternal identity. What emerges from this fine-grained analysis is a picture of a much 
more complex political landscape than that portrayed by the simplifying myths of current Nicaraguan 
historiography, and we can now see why and how the Somoza dictatorship did not endure by dint of 
fear and compulsion alone.

Sandinistas Speak

Revolutions have shaped world politics for the last three hundred years. This volume shows why 
revolutions occur, how they unfold, and where they created democracies and dictatorships. Jack A. 
Goldstone presents the history of revolutions from America and France to the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, 'People Power' revolutions, and the Arab revolts.

Coffee and Power

Students played a critical role in the Sandinista struggle in Nicaragua, helping to topple the US-backed 
Somoza dictatorship in 1979—one of only two successful social revolutions in Cold War Latin America. 
Debunking misconceptions, Students of Revolution provides new evidence that groups of college and 
secondary-level students were instrumental in fostering a culture of insurrection—one in which societal 
groups from elite housewives to rural laborers came to see armed revolution as not only legitimate 
but necessary. Drawing on student archives, state and university records, and oral histories, Claudia 
Rueda reveals the tactics by which young activists deployed their age, class, and gender to craft a 
heroic identity that justified their political participation and to help build cross-class movements that 



eventually paralyzed the country. Despite living under a dictatorship that sharply curtailed expression, 
these students gained status as future national leaders, helping to sanctify their right to protest and 
generating widespread outrage while they endured the regime’s repression. Students of Revolution 
thus highlights the aggressive young dissenters who became the vanguard of the opposition.

Before the Revolution

Michel Gobat deftly interweaves political, economic, cultural, and diplomatic history to analyze the 
reactions of Nicaraguans to U.S. intervention in their country from the heyday of Manifest Destiny in 
the mid–nineteenth century through the U.S. occupation of 1912–33. Drawing on extensive research 
in Nicaraguan and U.S. archives, Gobat accounts for two seeming paradoxes that have long eluded 
historians of Latin America: that Nicaraguans so strongly embraced U.S. political, economic, and 
cultural forms to defend their own nationality against U.S. imposition and that the country’s wealthiest 
and most Americanized elites were transformed from leading supporters of U.S. imperial rule into some 
of its greatest opponents. Gobat focuses primarily on the reactions of the elites to Americanization, 
because the power and identity of these Nicaraguans were the most significantly affected by U.S. 
imperial rule. He describes their adoption of aspects of “the American way of life” in the mid–nineteenth 
century as strategic rather than wholesale. Chronicling the U.S. occupation of 1912–33, he argues that 
the anti-American turn of Nicaragua’s most Americanized oligarchs stemmed largely from the efforts 
of U.S. bankers, marines, and missionaries to spread their own version of the American dream. In 
part, the oligarchs’ reversal reflected their anguish over the 1920s rise of Protestantism, the “modern 
woman,” and other “vices of modernity” emanating from the United States. But it also responded to the 
unintended ways that U.S. modernization efforts enabled peasants to weaken landlord power. Gobat 
demonstrates that the U.S. occupation so profoundly affected Nicaragua that it helped engender the 
Sandino Rebellion of 1927–33, the Somoza dictatorship of 1936–79, and the Sandinista Revolution of 
1979–90.

A Nicaraguan Exceptionalism?

The Sandinista revolution brought dramatic social, economic and political changes to Nicaragua in the 
1980s, but in the wake of the electoral defeat of the FSLN in 1990 the revolution has struggled to survive 
in the face of challenges from the Chamorro administration, the US government, and the International 
Monetary Fund. Gains of the revolution in health care, education, Atlantic Coast autonomy, agrarian 
reform, and other areas have been systematically eroded. However, significant efforts have also been 
mounted, especially in grass roots organizing and by women's organizations, to protect the revolution's 
achievements. Through a series of articles based on current research, seven experts on contemporary 
Nicaragua draw a balance sheet on the gains of Sandinista revolution achieved by 1990 and assess 
the current status of the revolutionary project.

Revolutions: A Very Short Introduction

"LGBTQ Politics in Nicaragua provides the previously untold history of the LGBTQ community's 
emergence as political actors-from revolutionary guerillas to civil rights activists"--

Students of Revolution

"An entertaining yet rigorous book. Brands shows that conservatism, not revolution, more nearly reflects 
the trajectory of Latin America in this intelligent, sensible, and convincing work."---Robert A. Pastor, 
American University --

Confronting the American Dream

Nicaragua Must Survive tells the story of the Sandinistas' innovative diplomatic campaign, which 
captured the imaginations of people around the globe and transformed Nicaraguan history at the 
tail end of the Cold War. The Sandinistas' diplomacy went far beyond elite politics, as thousands of 
musicians, politicians, teachers, activists, priests, feminists, and journalists flocked to the country to 
experience the revolution firsthand. Drawing on extensive archival research and interviews, Eline van 
Ommen reveals the role that Western Europe played in Nicaragua's revolutionary diplomacy. Blending 
grassroots organizing and formal foreign policy, pragmatic guerrillas, creative diplomats, and ambitious 
activists from Europe and the Americas were able to create an international environment in which 
the Sandinista Revolution could survive despite the odds. Nicaragua Must Survive argues that this 



diplomacy was remarkably effective, propelling Nicaragua into the global limelight and allowing the 
revolutionaries to successfully challenge the United States' role in Central America.

The Undermining of the Sandinista Revolution

This volume is a valuable re-assessment of the Nicaraguan Revolution by a Marxist historian of Latin 
American political history. It shows that the FSLN’s lack of commitment to democracy was a key factor 
in the way that the revolution went awry.

The Workers and Farmers Government

Debt.

LGBTQ Politics in Nicaragua

Through the fall of Anastasio Somoza, the rise of the Sandinistas, and the contra war, the United 
States and Nicaragua seemed destined to repeat the mistakes made by the U.S. and Cuba forty years 
before. The 1990 election in Nicaragua broke the pattern. Robert Pastor was a major US policymaker 
in the critical period leading up to and following the Sandinista Revolution of 1979. A decade later after 
writing the first edition of this book, he organized the International Mission led by Jimmy Carter that 
mediated the first free election in Nicaragua's history. From his unique vantage point, and utilizing a 
wealth of original material from classified government documents and from personal interviews with 
U.S. and Nicaraguan leaders, Pastor shows how Nicaragua and the United States were prisoners of a 
tragic history and how they finally escaped. This revised and updated edition covers the events of the 
democratic transition, and it extracts the lessons to be learned from the past.

Latin America’s Cold War

Latin America has among the world's highest homicide rates. The author analyzes the illicit organi-
zations, complicit and weak states, and territorial competition that generate today's violent homicidal 
ecologies.

Nicaragua, the Sandinista People's Revolution

This book takes a closer look at the perceptions that Americans develop about foreign countries and 
the role the press plays in creating those perceptions.

Nicaragua Must Survive

Depicts the rise and fall of the militant labor movement in modern El Salvador.

What Went Wrong? The Nicaraguan Revolution

This book offers a thorough and fair-minded interpretation of the role of the United States in El 
Salvador's civil war.

Nicaragua

The Mexican Revolution defined the sociopolitical experience of those living in Mexico in the twentieth 
century. Its subsequent legacy has provoked debate between those who interpret the ongoing myth of 
the Revolution and those who adopt the more middle-of-the-road reality of the regime after 1940. Taking 
account of these divergent interpretations, this Very Short Introduction offers a succinct narrative and 
analysis of the Revolution. Using carefully considered sources, Alan Knight addresses the causes of 
the upheaval, before outlining the armed conflict between 1910 and 1920, explaining how a durable 
regime was consolidated in the 1920s, and summing up the social reforms of the Revolution, which 
culminated in the radical years of the 1930s. Along the way, Knight places the conflict alongside other 
'great' revolutions, and compares Mexico with the Latin American countries that avoided the violent 
upheaval. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press 
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way 
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new 
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Not Condemned To Repetition



To Rise in Darkness offers a new perspective on a defining moment in modern Central American 
history. In January 1932 thousands of indigenous and ladino (non-Indian) rural laborers, provoked 
by electoral fraud and the repression of strikes, rose up and took control of several municipalities in 
central and western El Salvador. Within days the military and civilian militias retook the towns and 
executed thousands of people, most of whom were indigenous. This event, known as la Matanza (the 
massacre), has received relatively little scholarly attention. In To Rise in Darkness, Jeffrey L. Gould and 
Aldo A. Lauria-Santiago investigate memories of the massacre and its long-term cultural and political 
consequences. Gould conducted more than two hundred interviews with survivors of la Matanza and 
their descendants. He and Lauria-Santiago combine individual accounts with documentary sources 
from archives in El Salvador, Guatemala, Washington, London, and Moscow. They describe the 
political, economic, and cultural landscape of El Salvador during the 1920s and early 1930s, and offer 
a detailed narrative of the uprising and massacre. The authors challenge the prevailing idea that the 
Communist organizers of the uprising and the rural Indians who participated in it were two distinct 
groups. Gould and Lauria-Santiago demonstrate that many Communist militants were themselves rural 
Indians, some of whom had been union activists on the coffee plantations for several years prior to the 
rebellion. Moreover, by meticulously documenting local variations in class relations, ethnic identity, and 
political commitment, the authors show that those groups considered “Indian” in western El Salvador 
were far from homogeneous. The united revolutionary movement of January 1932 emerged out of 
significant cultural difference and conflict.

Homicidal Ecologies

The revolutionary movements that emerged frequently in Latin America over the past century promoted 
goals that included overturning dictatorships, confronting economic inequalities, and creating what 
Cuban revolutionary hero Che Guevara called the "new man." But, in fact, many of the "new men" 
who participated in these movements were not men. Thousands of them were women. This book aims 
to show why a full understanding of revolutions needs to take account of gender. Karen Kampwirth 
writes here about the women who joined the revolutionary movements in Nicaragua, El Salvador, and 
the Mexican state of Chiapas, about how they became guerrillas, and how that experience changed 
their lives. In the last chapter she compares what happened in these countries with Cuba in the 
1950s, where few women participated in the guerrilla struggle. Drawing on more than two hundred 
interviews, Kampwirth examines the political, structural, ideological, and personal factors that allowed 
many women to escape from the constraints of their traditional roles and led some to participate in 
guerrilla activities. Her emphasis on the experiences of revolutionaries adds a new dimension to the 
study of revolution, which has focused mainly on explaining how states are overthrown.

Why Nicaragua Vanished

Human rights activist and historian Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz has been described as “a force of nature on 
the page and off.” That force is fully present in Blood on the Border, the third in her acclaimed series 
of memoirs. Seamlessly blending the personal and the political, Blood on the Border is Dunbar-Ortiz’s 
firsthand account of the decade-long dirty war pursued by the Contras and the United States against 
the people of Nicaragua. With the 1981 bombing of a Nicaraguan plane in Mexico City—a plane 
Dunbar-Ortiz herself would have been on if not for a delay—the US-backed Contras (short for los 
contrarrevolucionarios) launched a major offensive against Nicaragua’s Sandinista regime, which the 
Reagan administration labeled as communist. While her rich political analysis of the US-Nicaraguan 
relationship bears the mark of a trained historian, Dunbar-Ortiz also writes from her perspective as an 
intrepid activist who spent months at a time throughout the 1980s in the war-torn country, especially 
in the remote northeastern region, where the Indigenous Miskitu people were relentlessly assailed 
and nearly wiped out by CIA-trained Contra mercenaries. She makes painfully clear the connections 
between what many US Americans today remember only vaguely as the Iran-Contra “affair” and 
ongoing US aggression in the Americas, the Middle East, and around the world—connections made 
even more explicit in a new afterword written for this edition. A compelling, important, and sobering 
story on its own, Blood on the Border offers a deeply informed, closely observed, and heartfelt view of 
history in the making.



Solidarity Under Siege

From rebellion to revolution -- Social movements and revolution -- Revolutionary states -- Revolutionary 
polities.

The Jaguar Smile

This concise history of Nicaragua provides the reader with a history of the ways in which key 
political and economic factors have contributed to the creation of the modern nation. Notwithstanding 
Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega's disdain for the United States, our nation has played a significant 
role in shaping Nicaraguan nationalism, as well as the country's political, economic, and social systems. 
The History of Nicaragua was written, in part, to help students and other interested readers understand 
that relationship, providing them with an up-to-date, concise, and analytical history of the Central 
American nation. The book begins by describing the people, geography, culture, and current political, 
economic, and social systems of Nicaragua. The remainder of the volume is devoted to a chronological 
history, emphasizing recurring themes or factors that have shaped the modern state. These include 
the importance of elite families such as the Somoza dynasty that ruled for more than 40 years. Other 
topics include the agro-export model of economic development, modern Nicaraguan nationalism, the 
Sandinista revolution and its legacy, and the democratic transition that began in 1990.

The Salvador Option

'The State and Revolution' is a book by Vladimir Lenin describing the role of the state in society, the 
necessity of proletarian revolution, and the theoretic inadequacies of social democracy in achieving 
revolution to establish the dictatorship of the proletariat. Lenin's direct and simple definition of the State 
is that "the State is a special organization of force: it is an organization of violence for the suppression 
of some class." Hence his denigration even of parliamentary democracy, which was influenced by what 
Lenin saw as the recent increase of bureaucratic and military influences: "To decide once every few 
years which member of the ruling class is to repress and crush the people through parliament – this 
is the real essence of bourgeois parliamentarism, not only in parliamentary-constitutional monarchies, 
but also in the most democratic republics."

The Mexican Revolution

To Rise in Darkness
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