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Explore the profound and lasting impact of Roman Law on the development and enduring 'Idea of 
Europe,' delving into how its principles, structures, and jurisprudence formed the bedrock for many 
modern European legal systems. This examination highlights Roman Law's critical role in shaping not 
just judicial frameworks but also the very intellectual and political identity of the continent, making it an 
indispensable element in understanding European history and thought.
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Roman Law and the Idea of Europe

Roman law is widely considered to be the foundation of European legal culture and an inherent 
source of unity within European law. Roman Law and the Idea of Europe explores the emergence 
of this idea of Roman law as an idealized shared heritage, tracing its origins among exiled German 
scholars in Britain during the Nazi regime. The book follows the spread and influence of these ideas in 
Europe after the war as part of the larger enthusiasm for European unity. It argues that the rise of the 
importance of Roman law was a reaction against the crisis of jurisprudence in the face of Nazi ideas of 
racial and ultranationalistic law, leading to the establishment of the idea of Europe founded on shared 
legal principles. With contributions from leading academics in the field as well as established younger 
scholars, this volume will be of immense interests to anyone studying intellectual history, legal history, 
political history and Roman law in the context of Europe.
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How Roman law has influenced European legal and political thought from antiquity to the present day.

Roman Law in Mediaeval Europe

Traces the history of the decay of Roman law and its revival in France, England and Germany in a 
series of lectures given at the University of London by the noted scholar Sir Paul Vinogradoff. 136 pp.

A General View of European Legal History and Other Papers

Comprehensive and accessible, this book offers a concise synthesis of the evolution of the law in 
Western Europe, from ancient Rome to the beginning of the twentieth century. It situates law in the 
wider framework of Europe’s political, economic, social and cultural developments.

The History of Law in Europe

Roman law is widely considered to be the foundation of European legal culture and an inherent 
source of unity within European law. Roman Law and the Idea of Europe explores the emergence 
of this idea of Roman law as an idealized shared heritage, tracing its origins among exiled German 
scholars in Britain during the Nazi regime. The book follows the spread and influence of these ideas in 
Europe after the war as part of the larger enthusiasm for European unity. It argues that the rise of the 
importance of Roman law was a reaction against the crisis of jurisprudence in the face of Nazi ideas of 
racial and ultranationalistic law, leading to the establishment of the idea of Europe founded on shared 
legal principles. With contributions from leading academics in the field as well as established younger 
scholars, this volume will be of immense interests to anyone studying intellectual history, legal history, 
political history and Roman law in the context of Europe. Available via Open Access on Bloomsbury 
Collections (https://www.bloomsburycollections.com/).

Roman Law in European History

This is a short and succinct summary of the unique position of Roman law in European culture by one 
of the world's leading legal historians. Peter Stein's masterly study assesses the impact of Roman 
law in the ancient world, and its continued unifying influence throughout medieval and modern Europe. 
Roman Law in European History is unparalleled in lucidity and authority, and should prove of enormous 
utility for teachers and students (at all levels) of legal history, comparative law and European Studies. 
Award-winning on its appearance in German translation, this English rendition of a magisterial work of 
interpretive synthesis is an invaluable contribution to the understanding of perhaps the most important 
European legal tradition of all.

Roman Law and the Idea of Europe

What does Roman law offer today? This text gives an introduction to basic institutions of Roman law 
and a survey of European legal history from the fall of the Roman Empire up to the present day.

Roman Law in European History

This book makes the important but surprisingly under-explored argument that modern international 
law was built on the foundations of Roman law and Roman imperial practice. A pivotal figure in this 
enterprise was the Italian Protestant Alberico Gentili (1552-1608), the great Oxford Roman law scholar 
and advocate, whose books and legal opinions on law, war, empire, embassies and maritime issues 
framed the emerging structure of inter-state relations in terms of legal rights and remedies drawn 
from Roman law and built on Roman and scholastic theories of just war and imperial justice. The 
distinguished group of contributors examine the theory and practice of justice and law in Roman 
imperial wars and administration; Gentili's use of Roman materials; the influence on Gentili of Vitoria 
and Bodin and his impact on Grotius and Hobbes; and the ideas and influence of Gentili and other major 
thinkers from the 16th to the 18th centuries on issues such as preventive self-defence, punishment, 
piracy, Europe's political and mercantile relations with the Ottoman Empire, commerce and trade, 
European and colonial wars and peace settlements, reason of state, justice, and the relations between 
natural law and observed practice in providing a normative and operational basis for international 
relations and what became international law. This book explores ways in which both the theory and 
the practice of international politics was framed in ways that built on these Roman private law and 
public law foundations, including concepts of rights. This history of ideas has continuing importance 



as European ideas of international law and empire have become global, partly accepted and partly 
contested elsewhere in the world.

Roman Law and European Legal History

This unique publication offers a complete history of Roman law, from its early beginnings through to 
its resurgence in Europe where it was widely applied until the eighteenth century. Besides a detailed 
overview of the sources of Roman law, the book also includes sections on private and criminal law and 
procedure, with special attention given to those aspects of Roman law that have particular importance 
to today's lawyer. The last three chapters of the book offer an overview of the history of Roman law from 
the early Middle Ages to modern times and illustrate the way in which Roman law furnished the basis of 
contemporary civil law systems. In this part, special attention is given to the factors that warranted the 
revival and subsequent reception of Roman law as the ‘common law’ of Continental Europe. Combining 
the perspectives of legal history with those of social and political history, the book can be profitably 
read by students and scholars, as well as by general readers with an interest in ancient and early 
European legal history. The civil law tradition is the oldest legal tradition in the world today, embracing 
many legal systems currently in force in Continental Europe, Latin America and other parts of the world. 
Despite the considerable differences in the substantive laws of civil law countries, a fundamental unity 
exists between them. The most obvious element of unity is the fact that the civil law systems are all 
derived from the same sources and their legal institutions are classified in accordance with a commonly 
accepted scheme existing prior to their own development, which they adopted and adapted at some 
stage in their history. Roman law is both in point of time and range of influence the first catalyst in the 
evolution of the civil law tradition.

The Roman Foundations of the Law of Nations

In this original intellectual history, Anna di Robilant traces the history of one of the most influential 
legal, political, and intellectual projects of modernity: the appropriation of Roman property law by 
liberal nineteenth-century jurists to fit the purposes of modern Europe. Drawing from a wealth of 
primary sources, many of which have never been translated into English, di Robilant outlines how a 
broad network of European jurists reinvented the classical Roman concept of property to support the 
process of modernisation. By placing this intellectual project within its historical context, she shows how 
changing class relations, economic policies and developing ideologies converged to produce the basis 
of modern property law. Bringing these developments to the twentieth century, this book demonstrates 
how this largely fabricated version of Roman property law shaped and continues to shape debates 
concerning economic growth, sustainability, and democratic participation.

Roman Law and the Origins of the Civil Law Tradition

Excerpt from Roman Law in Mediæval Europe The sketch of a great historical process presented in the 
following chapters is based on lectures delivered in the spring of 1909 as an advanced historical course 
on the invitation of the University of London. I have not attempted to trace the history of Roman Law in 
the Middle Ages in all its details or even in all its stages, but I have tried to characterise the principal 
epochs of this development in Western Europe. One of the reasons for publishing this essay consists in 
the fact that there is no English account of the mediæval life of Roman Law similar to the masterly tracts 
of Modderman and v. Below. I have given references at the foot of the pages very sparingly, and have 
cited in connection with each lecture only the books which have been used in preparing it. About the 
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at 
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books 
uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst 
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as 
a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority 
of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state 
of such historical works.

The Making of Modern Property

Draws from a wealth of primary sources to outline how classical Roman property law was reinvented 
by liberal nineteenth-century jurists.

Roman Law in Mediæval Europe



In The Roman Law Tradition an international team of distinguished legal scholars explores the various 
ways in which Roman law has affected and continues to affect patterns of legal decision-making 
throughout the world. Roman Law began as the local law of a small Italian city. It grew to dominate 
the legal relationships of the Mediterranean basin for the first five hundred years of our era. The revival 
of its study in the medieval universities led to its influencing the subsequent development of the legal 
system of western Europe and thereafter those parts of the rest of the World colonized from Europe. 
Roman legal ideas penetrated procedure as well as the substance of law and assisted the process 
of harmonization and codification of local customary laws. Techniques of legal reasoning which first 
emerge in Rome continue in daily use. Roman law was also of immense significance in the emergence 
of modern political thought.

The Making of Modern Property

Roman law forms a vital part of the intellectual background of many legal systems currently in force 
in Continental Europe, Latin America, East Asia and other parts of the world. Knowledge of Roman 
law, therefore, constitutes an essential component of a sound legal education as well as the education 
of the student of history. This book begins with a historical introduction, which traces the evolution of 
Roman law from the earliest period of Roman history up to and including Justinian's codification in 
the sixth century AD. Then follows an exposition of the principal institutions of Roman private law: the 
body of rules and principles relating to individuals in Roman society and regulating their personal and 
proprietary relationships. In this part of the book special attention is given to the Roman law of things, 
which forged the foundations for much of the modern law of property and obligations in European legal 
systems. Combining a law specialist's informed perspective with a historical and cultural focus, the 
book provides an accessible source of reference for students and researchers in many diverse fields 
of legal and historical learning.

Roman Law in Mediæval Europe

Roman law forms an important part of the intellectual background of many legal systems currently in 
force in continental Europe, Latin America and other parts of the world. This book traces the historical 
development of Roman law from the earliest period of Roman history up to and including Justinian's 
codification in the sixth century AD. It examines the nature of the sources of law, forms of legal 
procedure, the mechanisms by which legal judgments were put into effect, the development of legal 
science and the role of the jurists in shaping the law. The final chapter of the book outlines the history 
of Roman law during the Middle Ages and discusses the way in which Roman law furnished the basis 
of the civil law systems of continental Europe. The book combines the perspectives of legal history with 
those of social, political and economic history. Special attention is given to the political development of 
the Roman society and to the historical events and socio-economic factors that influenced the growth 
and progress of the law. Designed to provide a general introduction to the history of Roman law, 
this book will appeal to law students whose course of studies includes Roman law, legal history and 
comparative law. It will also prove of value to students and scholars interested in ancient history and 
classics.

The Roman Law Tradition

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Fundamentals of Roman Private Law



This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book. ++++ The below data was compiled 
from various identification fields in the bibliographic record of this title. This data is provided as an 
additional tool in helping to ensure edition identification: ++++ Roman Law In Mediaeval Europe; 
Harper's Library Of Living Thought Sir Paul Vinogradoff Harper, 1909 Law; Law, Medieval; Roman law

The Historical and Institutional Context of Roman Law

Introduction to the history of Roman law and its institutions Throughout its history, Europe has been 
influenced by Roman culture, a culture with a strong sense of society and highly legal-minded. Hence, 
Roman law is of major importance in European thinking. It was the first subject to be taught at 
university and it remains tightly interwoven with all layers of European civilisation. This book provides an 
introduction to the history of Roman law and its institutions, as they developed from Antiquity until the 
nineteenth century. Concepts such as fundamental rights and freedoms, lawsuits, family law, rightsin 
rem, and obligations have their origins in classical Antiquity and were developed further throughout 
European history. The historical processing of our Roman legal heritage is treated from the perspective 
of comparative legal history. The book is written for undergraduate law students, but is also relevant for 
scholars from other disciplines.

Roman Law in Medieval Europe

Tamar Herzog offers a road map to European law across 2,500 years that reveals underlying patterns 
and unexpected connections. By showing what European law was, where its iterations were found, 
who made and implemented it, and what the results were, she ties legal norms to their historical 
circumstances and reveals the law’s fragile malleability.

Roman Law in Medieval Europe

This historical introduction to the civil law tradition considers the political and cultural context of Europe's 
legal history from its Roman roots. Political, diplomatic and constitutional developments are discussed, 
and the impacts of major cultural movements, such as scholasticism, humanism, the Enlightenment 
and Romanticism, on law and jurisprudence are highlighted.

Roman Law in Medieval Europe

A broad history of the western European legal tradition. Bellomo discusses the great jurists who gave 
common law its intellectual vigor as well as the humanist jurists of the period.

Roman Law and European Legal Culture

This book shows how the Italian legal system developed mainly thanks to the cooperation of universi-
ties. In this way a Continental 'common law' was built which even today is useful as a common heritage.

Roman Law in Mediaeval Europe - Scholar's Choice Edition

Roman Law in Context explains how Roman law worked for those who lived by it, by viewing it in the 
light of the society and economy in which it operated. The book discusses three main areas of Roman 
law and life: the family and inheritance; property and the use of land; commercial transactions and the 
management of businesses. It also deals with the question of litigation and how readily the Roman 
citizen could assert his or her legal rights in practice. In addition it provides an introduction to using 
the main sources of Roman law. The book ends with an epilogue discussing the role of Roman law in 
medieval and modern Europe, a bibliographical essay, and a glossary of legal terms. The book involves 
the minimum of legal technicality and is intended to be accessible to students and teachers of Roman 
history as well as interested general readers.

Roman Law in Mediaeval Europe... - Primary Source Edition



Excerpt from Studies in Roman Law: With Comparative Views of the Laws of the France, England, and 
Scotland During the last fifty years the study of Roman law has made great progress on the Continent of 
Europe, and especially in Germany and France. The discovery of ancient works long buried in oblivion, 
and the researches of some eminent historians and civilians, have thrown new light on this department 
of jurisprudence, and materially modified its general aspect. In this country we have certainly not kept 
pace with our Continental neighbours; but it is gratifying to observe that a strong desire has been 
recently manifested in professional circles to raise the standard of legal education by devoting more 
attention to Roman law and general jurisprudence. This has led to the establishment of new chairs in 
some of our Universities, and of readerships by the Inns of Court in London; while it has called forth 
from English writers a considerable number of works on Roman law of various degrees of merit, but 
calculated on the whole to enrich our legal literature. Without trenching on the ground already occupied 
by these authors, a good elementary, book in English is still much wanted, giving a clear, simple, and 
accurate view of the general principles of the Roman law, with so much of its history as is necessary 
for a correct knowledge of the system. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of 
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction 
of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct 
the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare 
cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our 
edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that 
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

Amne adverso

Regions within European Union member states (such as Scotland in the UK and Catalonia in Spain) 
have their own legal systems: how will the process of 'Europeanization' affect them? This volume 
examines the phenomenon of 'regional' private law in the European Union, considering jurisdictions 
and laws below those of the member states and drawing comparisons with other such jurisdictions 
elsewhere in the world, such as Louisiana and Quebec. The whole is considered in relation to the 
development of European private law, and the use of codification in that process. This volume will be 
of interest to academic lawyers worldwide, advanced law students and European policy-makers.

A Short History of European Law

Comparative law is a research methodology which has been increasingly fashionable in recent 
decades, as comparisons between common law and civil law have dominated the law studies land-
scape. There are many methods of comparative law in use, including comparison of legal rules, 
comparison of cases, and comparison of legal theories. Each of these methods has strong proponents 
and opponents. Dogmatic comparisons of rules are criticized for not giving the whole picture of 
law in action, but praised for being the first and the only truly legal step in comparative research. 
Case-based comparisons are praised for enabling us to compare the true understanding of rules by 
courts, yet the critics of this method point out that only the higher courts’ decisions are subject to 
comparison, and most cases do not reach this stage. Finally, comparisons of legal theories are praised 
for enabling us to know the spirit of the laws, yet opponents would argue that many countries sharing 
the same theory would draw opposite conclusions from it. This book is a result of the attempted (and 
successful) introduction of comparative law into the region of Eastern and Central Europe. The subject 
has induced interest beyond expectations. This volume opens with a chapter on the unification of law, 
both from the perspective of institutional unification by such supra-state organizations, spontaneous 
and institutionalized unifications between two or more legal systems, and the methods of choosing the 
right rules in the unification process. Chapters two and three follow the classical division of private and 
public law, as proposed by the brilliant Roman lawyer Ulpian. Overall, the chapters in this book offer an 
interesting and engaging commentary on the current topics discussed by academics in Eastern and 
Central Europe.

European Legal History

The history of exiles from Nazi Germany and the creation of the notion of a shared European legal 
tradition.



The Common Legal Past of Europe, 1000–1800

R. C. van Caenegem considers the historical reasons behind European legal diversity.

The Laws of Late Medieval Italy (1000-1500)

Gerald Strauss offers a comprehensive study of a phenomenon of great interest to scholars of early 
modern Europe: the widespread opposition to Roman law and lawyers in sixteenth-century Germany. 
Originally published in 1986. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology 
to again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton 
University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting 
them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly 
increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton 
University Press since its founding in 1905.

Roman Law in Context

This book provides a new approach to the study of the History of Roman Law. It collects the first results 
of the European Research Council Project, Scriptores iuris Romani - dedicated to a new collection of the 
texts of Roman jurisprudence, highlighting important methodological issues, together with innovative 
reconstructions of the profiles of some ancient jurists and works. Jurists were great protagonists of 
the history of Rome, both as producers and interpreters of law, since the Republican Age and as 
collaborators of the principes during the Empire. Nevertheless, their role has been underestimated 
by modern historians and legal experts for reasons connected to the developments of Modern Law in 
England and in Continental Europe. This book aims to address this imbalance. It presents an advanced 
paradigm in considering the most important aspects of Roman law: the Justinian Digesta, and other 
juridical late antique anthologies. The work offers an historiographic model which overturns current 
perspectives and makes way for a different path for legal and historical studies. Unlike existing literature, 
the focus is not on the Justinian Codification, but on the individualities of ancient Roman Jurists. As 
such, it presents the actual legal thought of its experts and authors: the ancient iuris prudentes. The 
book will be of interest to researchers and academics in Classics, Ancient History, History of Law, and 
contemporary legal studies.

Studies in Roman Law

The rediscovery of Roman law and the emergence of classical canon law around AD 1100 marked the 
beginnings of the civil law tradition in Europe. Between the twelfth and eighteenth centuries, a highly 
sophisticated legal science of a truly European dimension was developed. Since then the different 
European States have developed their own national legal systems, but with the exception of England 
and Ireland they are all heirs to this tradition of the ius commune. This historical introduction to the 
civil law tradition, from its original Roman roots to the present day, considers the political and cultural 
context of Europe's legal history. Political, diplomatic and constitutional developments are discussed, 
and the impacts of major cultural movements, such as scholasticism, humanism, the Enlightenment 
and Romanticism, on law and jurisprudence are highlighted. This contextual approach makes for a 
fascinating story, accessible to any reader regardless of legal or historical background.

Regional Private Laws and Codification in Europe

This historical introduction to the civil law tradition considers the political and cultural context of Europe's 
legal history.

Comparative Law in Eastern and Central Europe

Empire of Law
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