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the breast cancer wars hope fear and the pursuit of a cure
in twentieth century america
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Explore the turbulent landscape of breast cancer in 20th-century America, where societal "wars"
against the disease intersected with the profound emotions of hope and fear, driving a relentless pursuit
of a cure amidst evolving medical science and public understanding.
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The Breast Cancer Wars

Chronicles the various campaigns waged against breast cancer and its effects on women during the
last century.

Nursing History Review, Volume 12, 2004

Nursing History Review, an annual peer-reviewed publication of the American Association for the
History of Nursing, is a showcase for the most significant current research on nursing history. Regular
sections include scholarly articles, over a dozen book reviews of the best publications on nursing

and health care history that have appeared in the past year, and a section abstracting new doctoral
dissertations on nursing history. Historians, researchers, and individuals fascinated with the rich field
of nursing will find this an important resource. Highlights from Volume 12: Nursing in Nationalist
China, John Watt Coronary Care Nursing Circa 1960s, Arlene Keeling A Memorial to Barbara Bates
(1928-2002) Regulation of African-American Midwifery, Zeina Omisola Jones

Medicine's Moving Pictures

This groundbreaking book argues that health and medical media, with their unique goals and production
values, constitute a rich cultural and historical archive and deserve greater scholarly attention. Original
essays by leading media scholars and historians of medicine demonstrate that Americans throughout
the twentieth century have learned about health, disease, medicine, and the human body from movies.
Heroic doctors and patients fighting dread diseases have thrilled and moved audiences everywhere;
amid changing media formats, medicine's moving pictures continue to educate, entertain, and help
us understand the body's journey through life. Perennially popular, health and medical media are
also complex texts reflecting many interests and constituencies including, notably, the U.S. medical
profession, which has often sought, if not always successfully, to influence content, circulation, and
meaning. Medicine's Moving Pictures makes clear that health and medical media representations
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are "more than illustrations," shows their power to shape health perceptions, practices, and policies,
and identifies their social, cultural, and historical contexts. Contributors: Lisa Cartwright, Vanessa
Northington Gamble, Rachel Gans-Boriskin, Valerie Hartouni, Susan E. Lederer, John Parascandola,
Martin S. Pernick, Leslie J. Reagan, Naomi Rogers, Nancy Tomes, Paula A. Treichler, Joseph Turow
Leslie J. Reagan is an associate professor at the University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign; Nancy
Tomes is a professor at Stony Brook University; Paula A. Treichler is a professor at the University of
lllinois, Urbana-Champaign.

American Pandemic

"In 1918-1919 influenza raged around the globe in the worst pandemic in recorded history. Focusing
on those closest to the crisis--patients, families, communities, public health officials, nurses and
doctors--this book explores the epidemic in the United States"--

The History of Cancer and Emotions in Twentieth-Century Germany

Different people feel different emotions when they are diagnosed with cancer. Both today and a century
ago, fear and hope, shame and disgust, sadness and joy are and were the emotions experienced by
many cancer patients and their loved ones. But these emotions do not just have significance for the
people who feel them. They have also exerted a surprisingly profound influence on how hospitals and
laboratories dealt with cancer, how early detection campaigns portrayed it, and how doctors talked
about it with their patients. Bettina Hitzer details the history of cancer and emotions in twentieth-century
Germany and thus follows the cancer-associated transformations of emotional regimes, emotional
politics, and emotional experiences through five different political systems. In doing so, the study
underscores that political caesuras resonate in the immediate corporeality of the history of emotions.

Perspectives on Twentieth-century Pharmaceuticals

One of the most striking features of the twentieth century has been the rapid growth of the pharmaceu-
tical industry and the large increases in the use and consumption of its products. This trend began in
the first half of the century, but accelerated most sharply after the Second World War, when the creation
of national systems of healthcare created mass markets for drugs. The industry then assumed a major
economic, social and political significance, and became one of the most highly regulated sectors of
the economy, attracting the attention of industry analysts as well as academics. This volume brings
together a collection of papers exploring and reflecting upon some of the significant strands in the
current studies of pharmaceuticals in the twentieth century. They touch upon many of the issues that are
matters of concern and debate today, and their international and multidisciplinary approaches enrich
our understanding of an object, of an industry, and of a process that are at the heart of our highly
medicalized contemporary societies.

The Palgrave Handbook of the History of Surgery

This handbook covers the technical, social and cultural history of surgery. It reflects the state of the
art and suggests directions for future research. It discusses what is different and specific about the
history of surgery - a manual activity with a direct impact on the patient’'s body. The individual entries in
the handbook function as starting points for anyone who wants to obtain up-to-date information about
an area in the history of surgery for purposes of research or for general orientation. Written by 26
experts from 6 countries, the chapters discuss the essential topics of the field (such as anaesthesia,
wound infection, instruments, specialization), specific domains areas (for example, cancer surgery,
transplants, animals, war), but also innovative themes (women, popular culture, nursing, clinical trials)
and make connections to other areas of historical research (such as the history of emotions, art,
architecture, colonial history). Chapters 16 and 18 of this book are available open access under a CC
BY 4.0 license at link.springer.com

A History of Public Health

For seasoned professionals as well as students, A History of Public Health is visionary and essential
reading.

The Biopolitics of Breast Cancer



For nearly forty years, feminists and patient activists have argued that medicine is a deeply indi-
vidualizing and depoliticizing institution. According to this view, medical practices are incidental to
people’s transformation from patients to patient activists. The Biopolitics of Breast Cancer turns this
understanding upside down. Maren Klawiter analyzes the evolution of the breast cancer movement
to show the broad social impact of how diseases come to be medically managed and publicly
administered. Examining surgical procedures, adjuvant therapies, early detection campaigns, and the
rise in discourses of risk, Klawiter demonstrates that these practices created a change in the social
relations-if not the mortality rate-of breast cancer that initially inhibited, but later enabled, collective
action. Her research focuses on the emergence and development of new forms of activism that range
from grassroots patient empowerment to environmental activism and corporate-funded breast cancer
awareness. The Biopolitics of Breast Cancer opens a window onto a larger set of changes currently
transforming medically advanced societies and ultimately challenges our understanding of the origins,
politics, and future of the breast cancer movement. Maren Klawiter holds a PhD in sociology from the
University of California, Berkeley. She is currently pursuing a law degree at Yale University.

Early Detection

Dispelling the common notion that American women became activists in the fight against female cancer
only after the 1970s, Kirsten E. Gardner traces women's cancer education campaigns back to the
early twentieth century. Focusing on breast cancer, but using research on cervical, ovarian, and uterine
cancers as well, Gardner's examination of films, publications, health fairs, and archival materials shows
that women have promoted early cancer detection since the inception of the American Society for the
Control of Cancer in 1913. While informing female audiences about cancer risks, these early activists
also laid the groundwork for the political advocacy and patient empowerment movements of recent
decades. By the 1930s there were 300,000 members of the Women's Field Army working together
with women's clubs. They held explicit discussions about the risks, detection, and incidence of cancer
and, by mid-century, were offering advice about routine breast self-exams and annual Pap smears. The
feminist health movement of the 1970s, Gardner explains, heralded a departure for female involvement
in women's health activism. As before, women encouraged early detection, but they simultaneously
demanded increased attention to gender and medical research, patient experiences, and causal
factors. Our understanding of today's vibrant feminist health movement is enriched by Gardner's work
recognizing women's roles in grassroots educational programs throughout the twentieth century and
their creation of supportive networks that endure today.

The Politics of Healing

First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

How Cancer Crossed the Color Line

"Examining a century of twists and turns in anti-cancer campaigns, this path-breaking study shows
how American cancer awareness, prevention, treatment, and survival have been refracted through
the lens of race. As cancer went from being a white woman's nemesis to a "democratic disease" to a
fearsome threat in communities of color, experts and the lay public interpreted these trends as lessons
about women, men, and the color line. Drawing on film and fiction, on medical and epidemiological
evidence, and on patients' accounts, Keith Wailoo tracks cancer's transformation--how theories of
risk evolved with changes in women's roles and African-American and new immigrant migration
trends, with the growth of federal cancer surveillance, economic depression and world war, and with
diagnostic advances, racial protest, and contemporary health activism. A pioneering study of health
communication in America, the book skillfully documents how race and gender became central motifs
in the birth of cancer awareness, how patterns and perceptions changed, and how the "war on cancer"
continues to be waged along the color line"--Provided by publisher.

Women's Health and Medicine: Transforming Perspect

A vital collection of essays on women's health and women's health studies, edited by leaders in the
field.

Taking Charge of Breast Cancer



Vividly showcasing diverse voices and experiences, this book illuminates an all-too-common experi-
ence by exploring how women respond to a diagnosis of breast cancer. Drawing from interviews in
which women describe their journeys from diagnosis through treatment and recovery, Julia A. Ericksen
explores topics ranging from women's trust in their doctors to their feelings about appearance and
sexuality. She includes the experiences of women who do not put their faith in traditional medicine

as well as those who do, and she takes a look at the long-term consequences of this disease.

What emerges from her powerful and often moving account is a compelling picture of how cultural
messages about breast cancer shape women's ideas about their iliness, how breast cancer affects their
relationships with friends and family, why some of them become activists, and more. Ericksen, herself
a breast cancer survivor, has written an accessible book that reveals much about the ways in which
we narrate our illnesses and about how these narratives shape the paths we travel once diagnosed.

The Voice of Breast Cancer in Medicine and Bioethics

Unlike any other volume focusing on women'’s health issues, this collection brings together a wealth
of cross-disciplinary perspectives to bear on the intersection of breasts and medicine. Among other
works on similar subject matters, the academic versatility of this volume is unparalleled. This collection
can serve as a textbook in a wide range of courses including those in philosophy, women’s studies,
biology, psychology, literature, history, and medicine.

Health Care in America

A comprehensive history of sickness, health, and medicine in America from Colonial times to the
present. In Health Care in America, historian John C. Burnham describes changes over four centuries
of medicine and public health in America. Beginning with seventeenth-century concerns over personal
and neighborhood ilinesses, Burnham concludes with the arrival of a new epoch in American medicine
and health care at the turn of the twenty-first century. From the 1600s through the 1990s, Americans
turned to a variety of healers, practices, and institutions in their efforts to prevent and survive epidemics
of smallpox, yellow fever, cholera, influenza, polio, and AIDS. Health care workers in all periods attended
births and deaths and cared for people who had injuries, disabilities, and chronic diseases. Drawing
on primary sources, classic scholarship, and a vast body of recent literature in the history of medicine
and public health, Burnham finds that traditional healing, care, and medicine dominated the United
States until the late nineteenth century, when antiseptic/aseptic surgery and germ theory initiated an
intellectual, social, and technical transformation. He divides the age of modern medicine into several
eras: physiological medicine (1910s—-1930s), antibiotics (1930s—1950s), technology (1950s—-1960s),
environmental medicine (1970s-1980s), and, beginning around 1990, genetic medicine. The cumu-
lating developments in each era led to today's radically altered doctor-patient relationship and the
insistent questions that swirl around the financial cost of health care. Burnham's sweeping narrative
makes sense of medical practice, medical research, and human frailties and foibles, opening the door
to a new understanding of our current concerns.

Governing the Female Body

A feminist and Foucauldian analysis of a variety of emerging gendered discourses.

Hope and Suffering

Gretchen Krueger's poignant narrative explores how doctors, families, and the public interpreted the
experience of childhood cancer from the 1930s through the 1970s. Pairing the transformation of
childhood cancer from killer to curable disease with the personal experiences of young patients and
their families, Krueger illuminates the twin realities of hope and suffering. In this social history, each
decade follows a family whose experience touches on key themes: possible causes, means and timing
of detection, the search for curative treatment, the merit of alternative treatments, the decisions to
pursue or halt therapy, the side effects of treatment, death and dying—and cure. Recounting the
complex and sometimes contentious interactions among the families of children with cancer, medical
researchers, physicians, advocacy organizations, the media, and policy makers, Krueger reveals
that personal odyssey and clinical challenge are the simultaneous realities of childhood cancer. This
engaging study will be of interest to historians, medical practitioners and researchers, and people
whose lives have been altered by cancer.

Bathsheba's Breast



" ... An absorbing narrative history of breast cancer told through the heroic stories of women who have
confronted the disease."--Back cover.

Rest Uneasy

Tracing the Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) diagnosis from its mid-century origins through
the late 1900s, Rest Uneasy investigates the processes by which SIDS became both a discrete
medical enigma and a source of social anxiety construed differently over time and according to varying
perspectives. American medicine reinterpreted and reconceived of the problem of sudden infant death
multiple times over the course of the twentieth century. Its various approaches linked sudden infant
deaths to all kinds of different causes—nbiological, anatomical, environmental, and social. In the context
of a nation increasingly skeptical, yet increasingly expectant, of medicine, Americans struggled to cope
with the paradoxes of sudden infant death; they worked to admit their powerlessness to prevent SIDS
even while they tried to overcome it. Brittany Cowgill chronicles and assesses Americans’ fraught but
consequential efforts to explain and conquer SIDS, illuminating how and why SIDS has continued to
cast a shadow over doctors and parents.

The Cancer Problem

The Cancer Problem offers the first medical, cultural, and social history of cancer in nineteenth-century
Britain. It begins by looking at a community of doctors and patients who lived and worked in the
streets surrounding the Middlesex Hospital in London. It follows in their footsteps as they walked

the labyrinthine lanes and passages that branched off Tottenham Court Road; then, through seven
chapters, its focus expands to successively include the rivers, lakes, and forests of England, the
mountains, poverty, and hunger of the four nations of the British Isles, the reluctant and resistant
inhabitants of the British Empire, and the networks of scientists and doctors spread across Europe
and North America. The Cancer Problem: Malignancy in Nineteenth-Century Britain argues that it
was in the nineteenth century that cancer acquired the unique emotional, symbolic, and politicized
status it maintains today. Through an interrogation of the construction, deployment, and emotional
consequences of the disease's incurability, this book reframes our conceptualization of the relationship
between medicine and modern life and reshapes our understanding of chronic and incurable maladies,
both past and present.

Cancer Patients, Cancer Pathways

Eleven essays by historians and sociologists examine cancer research and treatment as everyday
practice in post-war Europe and North America. These are not stories of inevitable medical progress
and obstacles overcome, but of historical contingencies, cultural differences, hope, and often disap-
pointed expectations.

Toxic Exposures

Mustard gas is typically associated with the horrors of World War | battlefields and trenches, where
chemical weapons were responsible for tens of thousands of deaths. Few realize, however, that mustard
gas had a resurgence during the Second World War, when its uses and effects were widespread and
insidious. Toxic Exposures tells the shocking story of how the United States and its allies intentionally
subjected thousands of their own servicemen to poison gas as part of their preparation for chemical
warfare. In addition, it reveals the racialized dimension of these mustard gas experiments, as sci-
entists tested whether the effects of toxic exposure might vary between Asian, Hispanic, black, and
white Americans. Drawing from once-classified American and Canadian government records, military
reports, scientists’ papers, and veterans’ testimony, historian Susan L. Smith explores not only the
human cost of this research, but also the environmental degradation caused by ocean dumping of
unwanted mustard gas. As she assesses the poisonous legacy of these chemical warfare experiments,
Smith also considers their surprising impact on the origins of chemotherapy as cancer treatment and
the development of veterans’ rights movements. Toxic Exposures thus traces the scars left when the
interests of national security and scientific curiosity battled with medical ethics and human rights.

The Emperor of All Maladies

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and a documentary from Ken Burns on PBS, this New York Times bestseller
is “an extraordinary achievement” (The New Yorker)—a magnificent, profoundly humane “biography” of



cancer—from its first documented appearances thousands of years ago through the epic battles in the
twentieth century to cure, control, and conquer it to a radical new understanding of its essence. Now
includes an excerpt from Siddhartha Mukherjee’s new book Song of the Cell! Physician, researcher,
and award-winning science writer, Siddhartha Mukherjee examines cancer with a cellular biologist’s
precision, a historian’s perspective, and a biographer’s passion. The result is an astonishingly lucid
and eloquent chronicle of a disease humans have lived with—and perished from—for more than five
thousand years. The story of cancer is a story of human ingenuity, resilience, and perseverance, but
also of hubris, paternalism, and misperception. Mukherjee recounts centuries of discoveries, setbacks,
victories, and deaths, told through the eyes of his predecessors and peers, training their wits against
an infinitely resourceful adversary that, just three decades ago, was thought to be easily vanquished
in an all-out “war against cancer.” The book reads like a literary thriller with cancer as the protagonist.
Riveting, urgent, and surprising, The Emperor of All Maladies provides a fascinating glimpse into the
future of cancer treatments. It is an illuminating book that provides hope and clarity to those seeking
to demystify cancer.

The Routledge History of Disease

The Routledge History of Disease draws on innovative scholarship in the history of medicine to explore
the challenges involved in writing about health and disease throughout the past and across the globe,
presenting a varied range of case studies and perspectives on the patterns, technologies and narratives
of disease that can be identified in the past and that continue to influence our present. Organized
thematically, chapters examine particular forms and conceptualizations of disease, covering subjects
from leprosy in medieval Europe and cancer screening practices in twentieth-century USA to the
ayurvedic tradition in ancient India and the pioneering studies of mental illness that took place in
nineteenth-century Paris, as well as discussing the various sources and methods that can be used

to understand the social and cultural contexts of disease. Chapter 24 of this book is freely available
as a downloadable Open Access PDF under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No
Derivatives 3.0 license. https://www.routledgehandbooks.com/doi/10.4324/9781315543420.ch24

Scientific Characters

Scientific Characters chronicles the contests over character, knowledge, trust, and truth in a politically
charged scientific controversy that erupted after a 1994 Chicago Tribune headline: "Fraud in Breast
Cancer Research: Doctor Lied on Data for Decade." Moving back and forth between news coverage,
medical journals, letters to the editor, and oncology pamphlets, Lisa Kerdnen draws insights from
rhetoric, literary studies, sociology, and science studies to analyze the roles of character in shaping
the outcomes of the "Datagate" controversy.

Breast Cancer Basics and Beyond

Having breast cancer can be devastating for the woman affected - and for her family and loved ones.
It can also be confusing, because there are many variations of the disease and at least as many
treatments. By bringing together comprehensive information on the subject, Breast Cancer Basics and
Beyond helps women better understand their illness and participate in making decisions about all
aspects of their treatment and care. In this book, award-winning medical writer Delthia Ricks tells you
all about: common and rare types of breast cancer, their causes and symptoms, diagnosis, including
mammography and different kinds of biopsies, treatment options, including lumpectomy, mastectomy,
chemotherapy, radiation and hormone therapy, benefits and side effects of the most commonly used
drugs, your risk factors, including ethnicity, genetics, hormones and diet, life after cancer, follow-up care
and dealing with recurrence, reasons for hope: breast cancer research and treatments in development.

Pink Ribbons, Inc.

“Samantha King explains how, beyond being an all-too-frequent and still-too-lethal disease for many
women, breast cancer is a corporate dream come true.” —Herizons “Fascinating. King’s deft and
thoughtful interpretation of the pink ribbon phenomenon is an important wake-up call. Going against
the grain, she takes a clear-eyed look at a trend that often seems to outshine the disease that put

it on the map.” —Women’s Review of Books “King’s criticisms of breast-cancer philanthropy provide

a new means of looking at one of our culture’s most celebrated causes. For anyone who has ever
squirreled away yogurt lids for the cause, Pink Ribbons, Inc. is food for thought.” —Bitch “A fascinating
read for anyone whose life has been touched by breast cancer.” —Curve “Breast cancer advocacy



is being transformed from meaningful civic participation into purchasing products. To understand the
personal, social, and political costs, read this book.” —Barbara Brenner, Executive Director of Breast
Cancer Action In Pink Ribbons, Inc., Samantha King traces how breast cancer has been transformed
from a stigmatized disease and individual tragedy to a market-driven industry of survivorship. Here,
for the first time, King questions the effectiveness and legitimacy of privately funded efforts to stop the
epidemic among American women. Highly revelatory-at times shocking-Pink Ribbons, Inc. challenges
the commercialization of the breast cancer movement. Samantha King is associate professor of
physical and health education and women’s studies at Queen’s University, in Kingston, Ontario

No Family History

No Family History presents compelling evidence of environmental links to breast cancer, ranging from
everyday cosmetics to industrial waste. Sabrina McCormick weaves the story of one survivor with no
family history into a powerful exploration of the big business of breast cancer. As drugs, pink products,
and corporate sponsorships generate enormous revenue to find a cure, a growing number of experts
argue that we should instead increase focus on prevention—reducing environmental exposures that
have contributed to the sharp increase of breast cancer rates. But the dollars continue to pour into
the search for a cure, and the companies that profit, including some pharmaceutical and cosmetics
companies, may in fact contribute to the environmental causes of breast cancer. No Family History
shows how profits drive our public focus on the cure rather than prevention, and suggests new ways
to reduce breast cancer rates in the future.

Cancer, Radiation Therapy, and the Market

A Technology, a Company, and an Industrial Park -- Technology Development at a Self-Financing
Medical School -- Commercializing the Medical Linear Accelerator -- Money and Power in the Radiology
Department -- Kaplan Takes On Hodgkin's -- Notes -- Chapter 8 Radiation Therapy Politics -- Data and
Discourse -- Politics and Policy -- Notes -- Part 3 Financializing Medicine, 1970s to the 2010s -- Political
and Economic Environment -- Notes -- Chapter 9 Speculating on Proton Therapy -- Raising the Stakes
-- Management Company/Manufacturing Alliances -- Proton Manufacturing Accelerates -- Practice
versus Science -- The Case of the Prostate Gland -- Public and Private Health Policy -- The Insurance
Industry Challenges Proton Therapy -- Globalizing Particle Centers -- Notes -- Chapter 10 Rationalizing
Radiation Therapy, Reforming Health Care -- Taking the Measure of Cancer and Radiation Therapy

-- Health Care Reform -- Notes -- Chapter 11 Choosing Health Over Wealth -- Market Strategies --
Re-Forming Health Care -- Notes -- Acknowledgments -- Selected Bibliography -- Archival Collections
-- Books, Chapters, Dissertations, Journal Articles, and Reports -- Index

Notable American Women

This latest volume brings the project up to date, with entries on almost 500 women whose death
dates fall between 1976 and 1999. You will find here stars of the golden ages of radio, film, dance,
and television; scientists and scholars; civil rights activists and religious leaders; Native American
craftspeople and world-renowned artists. For each subject, the volume offers a biographical essay by
a distinguished authority that integrates the woman's personal life with her professional achievements
set in the context of larger historical developments.

Preventive Strikes

Winner, 2011 Best Book in the History of Medicine, European Association for the History of Medicine
and Health Modern scientific tools can identify a genetic predisposition to cancer before any disease
is detectable. Some women will never develop breast or ovarian cancer, but they nevertheless must
decide, as a result of genetic testing, whether to have their breasts and ovaries removed to avoid the
possibility of disease. The striking contrast between the sophistication of diagnosis and the crudeness
of preventive surgery forms the basis of historian llana Lowy’s important study. LOowy traces the history
of prophylactic amputations through a century of preventive treatment and back to a long tradition

of surgical management of gynecological problems. In the early twentieth century, surgeons came

to believe that removing precancerous lesions—a term difficult to define even today—averted the
danger of malignancy. This practice, Loéwy finds, later led to surgical interventions for women with a
hereditary predisposition to cancer but no detectable disease. Richly detailed stories of patients and
surgeons in the United States, France, and the United Kingdom allow Lowy to compare the evolution
of medical thought and practice—and personal choice—in these different cultures. Preventive Strikes



aims to improve our understanding of professional, social, and cultural responses to cancer in the
twenty-first century and to inform our reflections about how values are incorporated into routine medical
practices.llana Lowy

Cell Wars

Cell Wars: An Oral History of Cancer Today will challenge your assumptions about how a cancer
diagnosis and treatment are made in the United States in the early twenty-first century. It takes an
uncomfortable subject into the realm of public discussion in ways our parents' generation would never
consider. Cancer affects all families, rich or poor. Through the collective voices of over 150 patients
and medical professionals interviewed, we learn how we can reduce anxiety with this subject by
modeling those who are coping well with this chronic illness. Treating cancer must be both a clinical
and psychological protocol - body and head. Today more people live a quality life through advanced
treatments and new discoveries. The voices in Cell Wars are both compelling and timely.

Deliver Me from Pain

As American women make decisions about anesthesia today, Deliver Me from Pain offers them
insight into how women made this choice in the past and why each generation of mothers has made
dramatically different decisions.

Contested Medicine

In the 1960s University of Cincinnati radiologist Eugene Saenger infamously conducted human exper-
iments on patients with advanced cancer to examine how total body radiation could treat the disease.
But, under contract with the Department of Defense, Saenger also used those same patients as proxies
for soldiers to answer questions about combat effectiveness on a nuclear battlefield. Using the Saenger
case as a means to reconsider cold war medical trials, Contested Medicine examines the inherent
tensions at the heart of clinical studies of the time. Emphasizing the deeply intertwined and mutually
supportive relationship between cancer therapy with radiation and military medicine, Gerald Kutcher
explores post—World War Il cancer trials, the efforts of the government to manage clinical ethics, and
the important role of military investigations in the development of an effective treatment for childhood
leukemia. Whereas most histories of human experimentation judge research such as Saenger’s against
idealized practices, Contested Medicine eschews such an approach and considers why Saenger’s
peers and later critics had so much difficulty reaching an unambiguous ethical assessment. Kutcher’s
engaging investigation offers an approach to clinical ethics and research imperatives that lays bare
many of the conflicts and tensions of the postwar period.

Making Cancer History

The history of the M. D. Anderson Cancer Center vividly reveals how cancer treatment in America

-- and our attitudes toward the disease -- has changed since the middle of the twentieth century.

One of the preeminent cancer centers in the world, M. D. Anderson is also one of the first medical
institutions devoted exclusively to caring for people with cancer and researching treatments and cures
for the disease. Historian James S. Olson's narrative relates the story of the center's founding and of
the surgeons, radiologists, radiotherapists, nurses, medical oncologists, scientists, administrators, and
patients who built M. D. Anderson into the world-class institution it is today. Through interviews with M.
D. Anderson's leaders and patients, Olson brings to life the struggle to understand and treat cancer in
America. A cancer survivor who has himself been treated at the center, Olson imbues this history with
humor, passion, and humanity. -- Helen Valier

A Contagious Cause

Is cancer a contagious disease? In the late nineteenth century this idea, and attending efforts to
identify a cancer “germ,” inspired fear and ignited controversy. Yet speculation that cancer might be
contagious also contained a kernel of hope that the strategies used against infectious diseases,
especially vaccination, might be able to subdue this dread disease. Today, nearly one in six cancers are
thought to have an infectious cause, but the path to that understanding was twisting and turbulent. A
Contagious Cause is the first book to trace the century-long hunt for a human cancer virus in America,
an effort whose scale exceeded that of the Human Genome Project. The government’s campaign
merged the worlds of molecular biology, public health, and military planning in the name of translating



laboratory discoveries into useful medical therapies. However, its expansion into biomedical research
sparked fierce conflict. Many biologists dismissed the suggestion that research should be planned and
the idea of curing cancer by a vaccine or any other means as unrealistic, if not dangerous. Although the
American hunt was ultimately fruitless, this effort nonetheless profoundly shaped our understanding of
life at its most fundamental levels. A Contagious Cause links laboratory and legislature as has rarely
been done before, creating a new chapter in the histories of science and American politics.

Public Health

Published in 2008, the first volume of Public Health focused on issues from the dawn of western
civilization through the Progressive era. Volume 2 defines the public health challenges of the twentieth
century--this important reference covers not only how the discipline addressed the problems of disease,
but how it responded to economic, environmental, occupational, and social factors that impacted
public health on a global scale. Major ilinesses such as cancer, HIV, and tuberculosis are addressed,
along with lifestyle concerns, such as tobacco and nutrition. Chapters also explore maternal-child
and women's health, dental public health, health economics and ethics, and the role of philanthropy.
Each chapter begins with an in-depth introduction, followed by three original articles that illustrate
the problem. The volume is enhanced with a detailed chronology of public health events, as well

as appendices that contain many of the original documents that ushered public health into the new
millennium.

Cesarean Section

Drawing on data from nineteenth- and early twentieth-century obstetric logs to better represent the
experience of cesarean surgery for women of all classes and races, as well as interviews with
obstetricians who have performed cesareans and women who have given birth by cesarean, Cesarean
Section is the definitive history of the use of this surgical procedure and its effects on women's and
children's health in the United States.

Journal of the National Cancer Institute
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