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Embark on an epic journey where the untamed spirit of the Old West meets an unyielding Texas destiny. 
This compelling narrative marks the thrilling beginning of a sweeping saga, delving into the lives shaped 
by the rugged frontier and the choices that forge an enduring legacy, ensuring new beginnings for 
generations to come.
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A Texas Destiny, the Saga Begins

A Texas Destiny, The Saga Begins is the prequel to Joe Bax’s award winning reconstruction-era epic, 
The General and Monaville, Texas. The intoxicating notion of free land draws characters to Texas during 
the early period of Stephen F. Austin’s colony, including the family of young Leander Wilhite. When a 
yellow fever epidemic takes his family, Leander finds himself the owner of over six thousand acres 
of cotton-growing land. The responsibility matures him beyond his years. The community of Monaville 
looks to Leander for leadership. He becomes a ranger, chasing Comanches and attempting to protect 
his neighbors. With the fall of the Alamo, his company joins Sam Houston at San Jacinto. Later, Leander 
and his community become embroiled in the National debate over slavery issues. The birth of his 
mulatto son intensifies long-strained friendships and the American Civil War heats to a boiling point. A 
Texas Destiny, The Saga Begins dusts off old tales that have long since been dropped from the history 
books. It follows the beloved characters the General, the Colonel, Momma Mae and Blue, and reveals 
what made them the individuals that they had become. Fictional and historical figures are imaginatively 
intertwined as Austin, Houston, Bowie, Rose, Zuber, the notorious Pamela Mann, and the entire cast 
play out their parts on a giant stage called Texas.

A Texas Destiny, the Saga Begins

While observing the childhood of his grandsons, Joe G. Bax realized that his own childhood stood in 
stark contrast to theirs, and his childhood could never be repeated. Contemporary children, completely 
supervised and engulfed in technology, could never imagine a childhood of complete freedom, limited 
only by the boundaries of your imagination. Bax grew up in Meadowbrook, a subdivision in Houston, 
Texas. Meadowbrook would best be described as a neighborhood designed for the free and unimpeded 
flow of kids and dogs. On balance, it was an ordinary neighborhood of average families. Yet, those 
people would make a lasting impression on the children who were fortunate to grow up there. 
Collectively, Meadowbrook rose to the top as the most influential force in the development of its children. 
Bax walks you back in time. Using his adolescent voice, he takes you through the pains and joys of his 
adolescence, ages 5 to 12, during a much simpler time, 1953 to 1961. Let the author guide you through 
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a different era, when respect and tolerance were a given. Discover first hand, how a young boy actually 
learned of war, college, sex and race. A chronic eavesdropper who relished adult conversations, Bax 
will show the reader the true educational process at work. Contemporary parents will be amazed at 
the geographic freedom of an entire generation. As you join this stroll down the streets and alleys 
of Meadowbrook, be prepared for a lot of humor, some interesting characters and more than a few 
touching moments.

Meadowbrook

He’s fallen for a woman…� Anxious to meet her soon-to-be-husband, Dallas Leigh for the first time, 
mail-order bride Amelia Carson is en route to Fort Worth, Texas. When she steps off the train and locks 
eyes with her betrothed, she immediately feels drawn to him. But the cowboy standing before her isn’t 
Dallas. Instead, Dallas’ brother Houston has been sent to accompany her on the three-week journey 
to the ranch where she’ll begin her new life. Who belongs to another... The war Houston Leigh fought 
has left him with visible scars, a daily reminder of his cowardice on the battlefield. Denying his intense 
attraction to Amelia, he is determined to deliver her untouched, as promised. But during their long 
dangerous trip, he can’t help but admire her inner strength and fearlessness. And when she looks at 
him—as if she can see beyond his scarred face and read his innermost thoughts—he loses his heart 
to her. Now as they near the ranch, Houston must choose to remain loyal to his brother—or find the 
courage to fight for the woman he’s convinced is his destiny...

Texas Destiny

For as long as he can remember, Rawley Cooper has loved Faith Leigh. But the cruelty of his childhood 
haunts him and he knows he’s undeserving of Faith. When she comes to him on the night of her 
nineteenth birthday, they both give into temptation. But the searing kiss reaffirms what he’s always 
known: he can’t have a lifetime of her in his arms. To protect his heart, he packs his things and heads 
west. Faith has always adored the boy her parents took in and raised. But she’s not certain she can 
ever forgive him for riding out of her life just when she needed him the most. When an urgent telegram 
forces him to return six years later, Rawley discovers Faith is now a woman to be reckoned with. As 
old feelings are stirred back to life and new passions take hold, they both must confront secrets from 
their past or risk losing a legacy of love.

Texas Legacy

Five years after attacking the human-colonized worlds of the Spiral Arm, the hydrogues maintain 
absolute control over stardrive fuel...and their embargo is strangling human civilization. On Earth, 
mankind suffers from renewed attacks by the hydrogues and decides to use a cybernetic army to fight 
them. Yet the Terran leaders don't realize that these military robots have already exterminated their 
own makers - and may soon turn on humanity. Once the rulers of an expanding empire, humans have 
become the galaxy's most endangered species. But the sudden appearance of incredible new beings 
will destroy all balances of power. Now for humans and the myriad alien factions in the universe, the 
real war is about to begin...and genocide may be the result.

Subject Guide to Books in Print

A man on a mission . . . After five grueling years in a Texas prison, Austin Leigh is finally a free man. 
He can’t wait to go home and be reunited with his sweetheart. But when he discovers she didn’t wait 
for him and is now married, he becomes more determined to clear his name of the crime he never 
committed. Meets the one woman who could offer him salvation—and love . . . En route to the state 
capital, he meets a young woman, Loree Grant, and her dog. When he learns that they have survived a 
mysterious tragedy, he is moved—and curious. And as he spends more time with the lovely, intriguing 
woman, he sees glimpses of a future he had thought was no longer possible as they both find a new 
lease on life—and a love that can overcome any obstacle . . .

A Forest of Stars

From the editors of People magazine comes a fact-packed, trivia-lovers guide which provides the 
complete lowdown on all of the years headliners and headturners! Want the latest scoop on Julia 
Roberts? Or the details on the latest pairings and births of your favourite stars? Or maybe you just 
want to find out this years Emmy, Oscar and Grammy Winners. No matter what, if it has to do with 



celebs and the world of entertainment, the authoritative answer is found in these pages. Packed with 
essential facts, surprising lists and troves of trivia, the People Entertainment Almanac provides the 
inside story on todays stars and the best in entertainment.

Forthcoming Books

Fifteen-year-old Ari Mendoza is an angry loner with a brother in prison, but when he meets Dante and 
they become friends, Ari starts to ask questions about himself, his parents and his family that he has 
never asked before.

Texas Splendor

Winner of the 2003 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction: the dazzling international bestseller from the author of The 
Virgin Suicides . a rollicking family epic like no other!

American Literary Realism, 1870-1910

What Western Do I Read Next? describes and indexes approximately 1,900 titles published between 
1989 and 1998, providing access to information genre readers need to select their next best read: title, 
series, author, publisher, characters, locale, time period, plot summary and similar authors.

In the Deep Heart's Core

Given in memory of Jameson Garrett Brown by the Rotary Club of Aggieland with matching support 
from the Sara and John H. Lindsey '44 Fund, Texas A & M University Press, 2003.

People: Almanac 2002

NATIONAL BESTSELLER Written to commemorate the Bicentennial in 1976, James A. Michener’s 
magnificent saga of the West is an enthralling celebration of the frontier. Brimming with the glory of 
America’s past, the story of Colorado—the Centennial State—is manifested through its people: Lame 
Beaver, the Arapaho chieftain and warrior, and his Comanche and Pawnee enemies; Levi Zendt, fleeing 
with his child bride from the Amish country; the cowboy, Jim Lloyd, who falls in love with a wealthy and 
cultured Englishwoman, Charlotte Seccombe. In Centennial, trappers, traders, homesteaders, gold 
seekers, ranchers, and hunters are brought together in the dramatic conflicts that shape the destiny 
of the legendary West—and the entire country. BONUS: This edition includes an excerpt from James 
A. Michener's Hawaii. Praise for Centennial “A hell of a book . . . While he fascinates and engrosses, 
Michener also educates.”—Los Angeles Times “An engrossing book . . . imaginative and intricate . 
. . teeming with people and giving a marvelous sense of the land.”—The Plain Dealer “Michener is 
America’s best writer, and he proves it once again in Centennial. . . . If you’re a Michener fan, this book 
is a must. And if you’re not a Michener fan, Centennial will make you one.”—The Pittsburgh Press “An 
absorbing work . . . Michener is a superb storyteller.”—BusinessWeek

Bowker's Complete Video Directory

An index to recommended books about people and events in US history. Books are included if they 
were reviewed between 1980 and 1988 in journals commonly available in small to medium-sized public 
and school libraries. Annotations provide complete bibliographic data, recommended grade level, and 
citations to the journal reviews. The arrangement is by time period, subdivided by subject. Also available 
on disk for the Apple, Mac, and IBM. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe

View our feature on Barb and J.C. Hendee’s In Shade and Shadow. The national bestselling Noble Dead 
saga is "one of those [series] for which the term dark fantasy was definitely intended" (Chronicle) Wynn 
Hygeorht arrives at the Guild of Sagecraft, bearing texts supposedly penned by vampires. Seized by the 
Guild's scholars without Wynn's consent, several pages disappear-and two sages are found murdered. 
Convinced the Noble Dead are responsible for the killings, Wynn embarks on a quest to uncover the 
secrets of the texts...

Middlesex



The chapters in this volume cover a broad spectrum of autobiographical material and ranges in time 
from the 17th century to the present day. They include travelogues as a category of autobiographical 
writing, as well as a wide variety of the more traditional retrospective prose histories of the self.

Texas Quarterly

This volume of Contemporary Authors(R) New Revision Series brings you up-to-date information on 
approximately 250 writers. Editors have scoured dozens of leading journals, magazines, newspapers 
and online sources in search of the latest news and criticism. Writers appearing in this volume include: 
Gail Anderson-Dargatz Valerie Martin Isidore Okpewho Philip Roth

What Western Do I Read Next?

This work is the only comprehensive guide to sequels in English, with over 84,000 works by 12,500 
authors in 17,000 sequences.

The West as America

"A Long Petal of the Sea meets Luis Alberto Urrea's The House of Broken Angels in this epic historical 
romance about a Mexican woman and an Irish-American soldier who fall in love in the thick of the 
Mexican-American War"--

13 Days to Glory

A young man only at peace when he is at war Young Halfdan is a slave. He is crafty with a bow and 
arrow and wise in the ways of the animals, but he can only dream of a warrior's life. That is, until the 
dark day a Saxon's blows lay his father on his deathbed, and his mother makes a tragic bargain for 
Halfdan's freedom. A boy's destiny can come at the most terrible price. Halfdan must suffer a grave 
loss in order to grasp what he most desires: to train by, to live by, and, if the fates decree it, to die by the 
force of his sword and the swiftness of his arrow. He is to be a warrior -- a great warrior. Bloody, furiously 
paced, heart-wrenching, and unflinching, this is a story of a land where the destinies of boys and men 
are forged in the heat of battle. Young Halfdan shall come to know the glories of true brotherhood and 
the unspeakable horrors of true evil. In this first book in a saga teeming with thrilling details of the Viking 
world, young Halfdan emerges as a new hero . . . a new myth . . . a new legend.

Centennial

Magiere, half-human child of a vampire, and Leesil her half-elf partner are investigating the sinister 
murder of a Councilman's daughter in a nearby town. Only her damaged town's desperate need for 
money could have pressured Magiere to return to the twilight world of crime that she used to inhabit. But 
this murder is not all it seems, and has all the hallmarks of something much darker, more complicated, 
more calculating. It seems that someone was trying to send a message, but was it a vampire or an 
even more dread force? Only Leesil can persuade Magiere to follow her destiny and the call of her 
blood, before more are claimed by darkness ...

The Publishers Weekly

In the first book of the Frontiers Saga, the crew members of the "UES Aurora" discover that what destiny 
has in store for them is far greater than anyone could have ever imagined.

American History for Children and Young Adults

ARKANSAS ODYSSEY interprets Arkansas history through modernization theory. It covers over three 
thousand topics, including geology, geographic regions, paleo & modern Indians, French & Spanish 
exploration, Colonial Arkansas, Territorial Arkansas, statehood, slavery, farm, plantation & hill life, Civil 
War, religion, women, Reconstruction, architecture, settlements & society, education, New South Era, 
Populist Era, Progressive Era, 1920s, the 1927 & 1937 Mississippi River Floods, Great Depression, 
World War II, Post-War, integration, Central High, modernization, culture, literature, music, Equal Rights 
Amendment, legislature, courts, & cults. This narrative history is rich in detail & examines the problems 
& promise of Arkansas, including the question of why one of the poorest states has produced some of 
the richest companies & people in the U. S., as well as the forty-second President of the United States. 
Rose Publishing Company, Inc., 2723 Foxcroft Road, #208, Little Rock, AR 72227, (501) 227-8104, 



FAX (501) 224-4442, hardcover, $79.95. Comprehensive history of Arkansas, 36p. index, census data, 
governors, economic profile, chronology.

In Shade and Shadow

He's the son of a chieftain and a princess--yet Halfdan was born a slave. Now he is becoming a man 
and it is time for him to meet his destiny. Though raised a slave who could only dream of freedom, 
young Halfdan's fate may be about to change. If freed, he may train as a Viking warrior, and come to 
know the glories of true brotherhood and the horrors of unspeakable evil. In the world of Vikings, a 
warrior's destiny is forged in the heat of battle. If the fates decree it, Hafdan may emerge as a new hero 
. . . a new myth . . . and perhaps a new legend.

Writing the Self

Features bibliographical, biographical and contact information for living authors worldwide who have at 
least one English publication. Entries include name, pseudonyms, addresses, citizenship, birth date, 
specialization, career information and a bibliography.

Contemporary Authors New Revision

Presents extended reviews of noteworthy books, short reviews, essays and articles on topics and trends 
in publishing, literature, culture and the arts. Includes lists of best sellers (hardcover and paperback).

The Whole Story

A Ballad of Love and Glory
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