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Explore the captivating world of a courtesan's life in this compelling historical novel, delving into themes 
of love, ambition, and societal pressures. Journey through an era where beauty and wit were both 
currency and shield, as one woman navigates a path fraught with intrigue and unexpected alliances, 
striving for independence in a world determined to define her.
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In The Company Of The Courtesan

With their stomachs churning on the jewels they have swallowed, the courtesan Fiammetta and her 
companion dwarf Bucino escape the sack of Rome. It's 1527. They head for the shimmering, decadent 
city of Venice. Sarah Dunant's epic novel of sixteenth-century Renaissance Italy is a story about the 
sins of pleasure and the pleasures of sin, an intoxicating mix of fact and fiction, and a dazzling portait 
of one of the worlds greatest cities at its most potent moment in history.
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My lady, Fiammetta Bianchini, was plucking her eyebrows and biting color into her lips when the 
unthinkable happened and the Holy Roman Emperor’s army blew a hole in the wall of God’s eternal 
city, letting in a flood of half-starved, half-crazed troops bent on pillage and punishment. Thus begins 
In the Company of the Courtesan, Sarah Dunant’s epic novel of life in Renaissance Italy. Escaping the 
sack of Rome in 1527, with their stomachs churning on the jewels they have swallowed, the courtesan 
Fiammetta and her dwarf companion, Bucino, head for Venice, the shimmering city born out of water to 
become a miracle of east-west trade: rich and rancid, pious and profitable, beautiful and squalid. With a 
mix of courage and cunning they infiltrate Venetian society. Together they make the perfect partnership: 
the sharp-tongued, sharp-witted dwarf, and his vibrant mistress, trained from birth to charm, entertain, 
and satisfy men who have the money to support her. Yet as their fortunes rise, this perfect partnership 
comes under threat, from the searing passion of a lover who wants more than his allotted nights to 
the attentions of an admiring Turk in search of human novelties for his sultan’s court. But Fiammetta 
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and Bucino’s greatest challenge comes from a young crippled woman, a blind healer who insinuates 
herself into their lives and hearts with devastating consequences for them all. A story of desire and 
deception, sin and religion, loyalty and friendship, In the Company of the Courtesan paints a portrait of 
one of the world’s greatest cities at its most potent moment in history: It is a picture that remains vivid 
long after the final page.

In The Company of the Courtesan

1570 in the Italian city of Ferrara. Sixteen-year-old Serafina is fipped by her family from an illicit love 
affair and forced into the convent of Santa Caterina, renowned for its superb music. Serafina's one 
weapon is her glorious voice, but she refuses to sing. Madonna Chiara, an abbess as fluent in politics 
as she is in prayer, finds her new charge has unleased a power play - rebellion, ecstasies and hysterias 
- within the convent. However, watching over Serafina is Zuana, the sister in charge of the infirmary, 
who understands and might even challenge her incarceration.

Sacred Hearts

Anna packs her bags one day without telling anyone where and why she is going - just that she'll be 
back soon. Her thoughts as she boards a plane, are that this journey will give her time to think about 
her life - as a woman hitting forty, a journalist and a single mother. She has no premonition that she 
will become a statistic in a missing person file. Left at home is Anna's beloved six-year-old daughter 
Lily, her gay friend Paul, who is surrogate father to Lily, and her eccentric best friend Estella. When 
Anna doesn't return, they make uneasy excuses until, as time passes, the mind-numbing possibility 
that Anna might not be coming back becomes terrifyingly real. And while those closest to her battle 
with their imaginations, Anna is on a dark journey - in one scenario Anna is on a ravishing, sexual 
adventure, on the other, much darker voyage, she is the victim of a stranger's dangerous sexual fantasy. 
In a masterpiece of emotionally intelligent and nerve-wracking suspense, Sarah Dunant takes us to the 
very edge.

Mapping The Edge

Skilled in passion, artful in deception, and driven by betrayal, she is the glittering center of the 
royal court–but the most desired woman of Renaissance France will draw the wrath of a dangerous 
adversary. Paris, 1575. The consort of some of Europe’s most influential men, Gabrielle Cheney is 
determined to secure her future by winning the heart of Henry, the Huguenot king of Navarre. As his 
mistress, Gabrielle hopes she might one day become the power behind the French throne. But her 
plans are jeopardized by Captain Nicolas Rémy, a devoted warrior whose love Gabrielle desires–and 
fears–above all. She will also incur the malevolence of the Dark Queen, Catherine de’ Medici, whose 
spies and witch-hunters are legion, and who will summon the black arts to maintain her authority. With 
the lives of those she loves in peril, Gabrielle must rebel against her queen to fulfill a glorious destiny 
she has sacrificed everything to gain. Alive with vivid period detail and characters as vibrant as they 
are memorable, The Courtesan is a sweeping historical tale of dangerous intrigues, deep treachery, 
and one woman’s unshakable resolve to honor her heart.

The Courtesan

After years of dangerous fighting on the Peninsula, Captain Jack Carrington has returned home to take 
up family duties and find himself a wife.

The Courtesan

'Irresistible...history at its most human. Elegant and addictively readable.' William Dalrymple During 
the course of the 18th- and 19th-century a small group of women rose from impoverished obscurity 
to positions of great power, independence and wealth. In doing so they took control of their lives - 
and those of other people - and made the world do their will. Men ruined themselves in desperate 
attempts to gain and retain a courtesan's favours, but she was always courted for far more than sex. 
In an age in which women were generally not well educated she was often unusually literate and 
literary, courted for her conversation as well as her physical company. Courtesans were extremely 
accomplished, and exerted a powerful influence as leaders of fashion and society. They were not 
received at Court, but inhabited their own parallel world - the demi-monde - complete with its own 
hierarchies, etiquette and protocol. They were queens of fashion, linguists, musicians, accomplished 



at political intrigue and, of course, possessors of great erotic gifts. Even to be seen in public with one 
of the great courtesans was a much-envied achievement. In 'Courtesans' Katie Hickman, author of 
the bestselling 'Daughters of Britannia', focuses on the exceptional stories of five outstanding women. 
Sophia Baddeley, Elizabeth Armistead, Harriette Wilson, Cora Pearl and Catherine Walters may have 
had very different personalities and talents, but their lives exemplify the dazzling existence of the 
courtesan.

Courtesans

Alessandra is not quite fifteen when her prosperous merchant father brings a young painter back with 
him from Holland to adorn the walls of the new family chapel. She is fascinated by his talents and 
envious of his abilities and opportunities to paint to the glory of God. Soon her love of art and her lively 
independence are luring her into closer involvement with all sorts of taboo areas of life. On excursions 
into the streets of night-time Florence she observes a terrible evil stalking the city and witnesses the 
rise of the fiery young priest, Savanarola, who has set out to rid the city of vice, richness, even art 
itself. Alessandra must make crucial decisions about the shape of her adult life, as Florence itself 
must choose between the old ways of the luxury-loving Medicis and the asceticism of Savanorola. And 
through it all, there is the painter, whose love will change everything.

The Birth Of Venus

"Scandalous but True! From the harsh streets of 18th century London, Lizzie Cane rose to become the 
most successful and sought-after courtesan in England! Mistress of earls, dukes and even the young 
Prince of Wales, she lived an exciting luxurious life that was not without its perils. A single misstep 
could spell disaster! Then, at the height of her career, she risked everything she had struggled to gain 
by breaking the courtesan's cardinal rule ... Never fall in love!"--Publisher.

Confessions of a Courtesan

Constable Will Danbury has infiltrated a school to investigate an alleged crime. What he finds is a 
deeper, darker mystery—and a potent attraction to the alluring headmistress, Jacqueline Trouvère. But 
a constable can't get romantically involved with a suspect; even one he thinks is innocent, without 
committing career suicide. As headmistress of a school devoted to saving the innocent daughters of 
London's soiled doves, Jacqueline’s life is complicated. Will tempts her in ways she never thought 
to experience, but she believes no respectable gentleman could love a former courtesan. Despite 
their best efforts to fight it, a romance blossoms. When danger jeopardizes the school, however, his 
deceptions and her omissions come to light, threatening to destroy their love. They must look beyond 
the past to save both their future together and the lives of those they’ve sworn to protect. Each book 
in the Once Wicked series is STANDALONE: * To Love a Libertine * Once a Courtesan * A Wicked 
Reputation

Once a Courtesan

A sweeping historical epic of a young Chinese woman in imperial Europe - perfect for fans of Memoirs 
of a Geisha The year is 1881, the era of China's humiliation at the hands of imperialist Europe. 
Seven-year-old Sai Jinhua is left alone and unprotected, her life transformed after her mandarin father's 
summary execution for the crime of speaking the truth. Now an orphan, Jinhua is sold to a brothel and 
put to work as a 'money tree', enduring the very worst of human nature thanks to the friendship and 
wisdom of the crippled brothel maid. But when an elegant but troubled scholar takes Jinhua as his 
concubine, her world begins to expand. With him she will travel to Vienna, seeing things she has never 
imagined, and opening her heart to dreams she has never dared to dream . . . Based on the true story 
of Sai Jinhua, Alexandra Curry's debut novel, The Courtesan, travels from the depths of the Chinese 
empire to the palaces of Vienna, and tells the true story of one young woman's journey from the depths 
of poverty to the centre of Chinese history.

The Courtesan

A missing-persons case isn’t what it seems in this page-turning thriller from CWA Silver Dagger 
Award–winning author Sarah Dunant Tough-talking PI Hannah Wolfe takes whatever cases she can get. 
This time, it’s a missing person: Carolyn Hamilton, a twenty-three-year-old ballet dancer, has seemingly 
vanished into thin air. But while Hannah chases down dead-end leads, the dancer’s body is fished out 



of the Thames. She was eight months pregnant. The police claim she committed suicide, but Hannah 
doesn’t buy the official verdict. The private eye refuses to believe that Carolyn would kill herself and her 
unborn child, but she’s convinced that her death is somehow connected to the pregnancy. Hannah’s 
quest to find the baby’s father takes her to France, where an unusual ad Carolyn answered leads to 
an old, moneyed family keeping monstrous secrets. And not even Hannah can guess at a deception 
that stretches back decades. Forced to confront her own ambivalent feelings about commitment and 
motherhood, Hannah won’t rest until she gets justice for Carolyn—even if it means risking her own 
life. This thinking person’s thriller from New York Times–bestselling author Sarah Dunant introduces a 
female sleuth—reminiscent of P. D. James’s Cordelia Gray, Raymond Chandler’s Philip Marlowe, and 
Sue Grafton’s Kinsey Millhone—who readers are bound never to forget. Birth Marks is the 1st book in 
the Hannah Wolfe Crime Novels, but you may enjoy reading the series in any order.

Birth Marks

Valtesse de la Bigne was a celebrated nineteenth-century Parisian courtesan. She was painted by 
Manet and inspired Emile Zola, who immortalised her in his scandalous novel Nana. Her rumoured 
affairs with Napoleon III and the future Edward VII kept gossip columns full. But her glamourous 
existence hid a dark secret: she was no Comtesse. She was born into abject poverty, raised on a squalid 
Paris backstreet; the lowest of the low. Yet she transformed herself into an enchantress who possessed 
a small fortune, three mansions, fabulous carriages, and art the envy of connoisseurs across Europe. 
A consummate show-woman, she ensured that her life – and even her death – remained shrouded in 
just enough mystery to keep her audience hungry for more. Catherine Hewitt's biography tells, for the 
first time ever in English, the forgotten story of a remarkable woman who, though her roots were lowly, 
never stopped aiming high.

The Mulberry Courtesan

Fanny Murray was an incomparable Georgian beauty and the most desired courtesan of the 1750s. 
The daughter of an impoverished musician from Bath, she took London society by storm, not only as 
the most prized 'purchaseable beauty' of her day, but also as a fashion icon and muse to poets, writers 
and artists. She counted princes, aristocrats and politicians among her friends and lovers, but relished 
the company of rogues, fraudsters and ne'er-do-wells. Barbara White presents evidence to suggest 
that Fanny Murray participated spiritedly in the sexual antics of the notorious 'Monks of Medmenham', 
the most infamous of the Hell-fire Clubs. After she retired from prostitution, Fanny Murray reinvented 
herself, entering a pragmatic marriage with the Scottish actor David Ross. Surprisingly, her virtues as a 
devoted and faithful wife became almost proverbial. Even so, Murray could not escape her disreputable 
past. In 1763, a scurrilous poem dedicated to her caused a national scandal that ended in the infamous 
trial of the radical politician John Wilkes for obscene libel. Barbara White's portrait of Fanny Murray 
takes readers from the brothels of Covent Garden to sex romps at Medmenham Abbey, from refined 
drawing rooms in London to marital respectability in Edinburgh. This is an illuminating contribution to the 
scholarly understanding and popular appreciation of a complex and intriguing period of British history. 
Fanny Murray's triumph – against almost insuperable odds – is a remarkable story, as rich in the telling 
as it is enthralling.

The Mistress of Paris

An unprecedented, provocative look at the extraordinary world of the great courtesans, from Veronica 
Franco, who graced the palazzi of sixteenth-century Venice, and Madame de Pompadour, the arbiter 
of all things fashionable at Versailles, to La Belle Otero of the Grand Boulevards of fin-de-siecle Paris, 
who frequently sported jewel-encrusted garters, and Marion Davies who took Hollywood by storm. The 
Book of the Courtesans enticingly illustrates the intricacies of their lavish lifestyles and their incredible 
life stories and further reveals how these cunning women seized the opportunity to become the West's 
first female liberators, free to choose their own lovers and command remarkable respect. 'A manifesto 
for flirtation. After all, the qualities that the courtesans exploited to achieve influence and riches are still 
those that are most likely to ensnare a man today. I intend to give a copy to all my singleton friends' 
Rowan Pelling, Mail on Sunday 'A eulogy to femininity, an essay on what sets certain women apart. 
Surrender to it: The Book of the Courtesans is as seductive as the women it describes' Lucy Moore, 
Sunday Times

Queen of the Courtesans



1868. In Japan's exotic pleasure quarters, sex is for sale and the only forbidden fruit is love ... Hana is 
just seventeen when her husband goes to war, leaving her alone and vulnerable. When enemy soldiers 
attack her house she flees across the shattered city of Tokyo and takes refuge in the Yoshiwara, its 
famous pleasure-quarters.There she is forced to become a courtesan. Yozo, brave, loyal and a brilliant 
swordsman, is pledged to the embattled shogun. He sails to the frozen north to join his rebel comrades 
for a desperate last stand. Defeated, he makes his way south to the only place where a man is beyond 
the reach of the law - the Yoshiwara. There in the Nightless City where three thousand courtesans 
mingle with geishas and jesters, the battered fugitive meets the beautiful courtesan. But each has a 
secret so terrible that once revealed it will threaten their very lives ...

The Book of the Courtesans

Colleen Hoover meets Bridgerton in this emotional, page-turning Regency romance!

The Courtesan and the Samurai

By the end of the fifteenth century, the beauty and creativity of Italy is matched only by its brutality 
and corruption. When Cardinal Rodrigo Borgia buys his way into the papacy, he is defined not just by 
his wealth, charisma and power, but by his blood: a Spanish Pope in a city run by Italians. If he is to 
succeed, he must use his Machiavellian son and innocent daughter. Stripping away the myths around 
the Borgias, Blood & Beauty breathes life into the astonishing family of Alexander VI and celebrates 
the raw power of history itself: compelling, complex, and relentless.

The Illicit Love of a Courtesan (The Marlow Family Secrets, Book 1)

**A Times (London) Best Book of the Year** Before the Corleones, before the Lannisters, there were 
the Borgias. One of history’s most notorious families comes to life in this riveting bestseller, as the 
House of Borgia crosses paths with a young diplomat named Niccolò Machiavelli. “Full to the brim 
with vivid historical details both gory and beautiful.” —Library Journal It is 1502 and Rodrigo Borgia, a 
self-confessed womanizer and master of political corruption, is now on the papal throne as Alexander 
VI. His daughter Lucrezia, aged twenty-two—already three times married and a pawn in her father’s 
plans—is discovering her own power. And then there is his son Cesare Borgia, brilliant, ruthless and 
increasingly unstable; it is his relationship with Machiavelli that gives the Florentine diplomat a master 
class on the dark arts of power and politics. What he learns will go on to inform his great work of 
modern politics, The Prince. But while the pope rails against old age and his son’s increasingly maverick 
behavior, it is Lucrezia who must navigate the treacherous court of Urbino and another challenging 
marriage to create her own place in history. Bestselling novelist Sarah Dunant employs her remarkable 
gifts as a storyteller to bring to life the passionate men and women of the Borgia family, as well as 
the ever-compelling figure of Machiavelli, through whom the reader will experience one of the most 
fascinating—and doomed—dynasties of all time.

Blood & Beauty

'Beasts of a Little Land is a stunning achievement’ TLS 'Spectacular' Lisa See, author of The Island 
of Sea Women 'I loved it' Brandon Hobson, author of The Removed 'Unforgettable' NguyÅn Phan Qu¿ 
Mai, author of The Mountains Sing An epic story of love and war, set during the turbulent decades of 
Korea's fight for independence It is 1917, and Korea is under Japanese occupation; the country is yet 
to be divided into north and south. With the threat of famine looming, a young girl named Jade is sold 
by her family to Miss Silver's courtesan school in cosmopolitan Pyongyang, an act of desperation that 
will cement her place in the lowest social class. But the city's days as a haven are numbered. Jade flees 
to Seoul where she forms a deep friendship with an orphan boy called JungHo, who scrapes together 
a living begging on the streets. As Jade becomes a sought-after performer with unexpected romantic 
prospects, JungHo is swept up in the revolutionary fight for independence. Soon, Jade must decide 
between following her own ambitions or risking everyone for the one she loves. From the perfumed 
chambers of the courtesan school to the glamorous cafés of a modernising Seoul, the unforgettable 
characters of Beasts of a Little Land unveil a world where friends become enemies and enemies 
become saviours, where heroes are persecuted and beasts take many shapes.

In the Name of the Family



The year is 1348 and the first plague victim has reached English shores. Panic erupts around the 
country and a small band of travellers comes together to outrun the deadly disease, unaware that 
something far more deadly is -in fact - travelling with them. The ill-assorted company - a scarred trader 
in holy relics, a conjurer, two musicians, a healer and a deformed storyteller - are all concealing secrets 
and lies. And at their heart is the strange, cold child - Narigorm - who reads the runes. But as law and 
order breaks down across the country and the battle for survival becomes ever more fierce, Narigorm 
mercilessly compels each of her fellow travellers to reveal the truth ... and each in turn is driven to a 
cruel and unnatural death.

Beasts of a Little Land

Hermann Hesse wrote Siddhartha after he traveled to India in the 1910s. It tells the story of a young 
boy who travels the country in a quest for spiritual enlightenment in the time of Guatama Buddha. It is 
a compact, lyrical work, which reads like an allegory about the finding of wisdom.

Tales of Ming Courtesans

Shortlisted for the Costa First Novel Award 'A novel of fate and free will, forensic detection and blind love, 
crime and its justifications . . . finely tuned yet extravagantly complex' Evening Standard A cold October 
night, 1854. In a dark passageway, an innocent man is stabbed to death. So begins the extraordinary 
story of Edward Glyver, book lover, scholar and murderer. As a young boy, Glyver always believed he 
was destined for greatness. This seems the stuff of dreams, until a chance discovery convinces Glyver 
that he was right: greatness does await him, along with immense wealth and influence. And he will 
stop at nothing to win back a prize that he now knows is rightfully his. Glyver's path leads him from 
the depths of Victorian London, with its foggy streets, brothels and opium dens, to Evenwood, one 
of England's most enchanting country houses. His is a story of betrayal and treachery, of death and 
delusion, of ruthless obsession and ambition. And at every turn, driving Glyver irresistibly onwards, is 
his deadly rival: the poet-criminal Phoebus Rainsford Daunt. Thirty years in the writing, The Meaning of 
Night is a stunning achievement. Full of drama and passion, it is an enthralling novel that will captivate 
readers right up to its final thrilling revelation.

Company of Liars

Set amid the elegant châteaux of Belle époque France and the closely guarded world of nine-
teenth-century Persian women, Courtesan unfolds with the breathtaking cinematic sweep and stunning 
visual grandeur of an epic film. At its heart are three unforgettable women: Madame Gabrielle, the 
courtesan whose fateful liaison with the shah of Persia reverberates in the lives of her daughter, 
Françoise, and her rebellious and brave granddaughter, Simone, whose journey plunges her into the 
cutthroat diamond trade, where the secrets of an ancient culture may hold the truth she desperately 
seeks.

Siddhartha

Claiming the courtesan’s child...

The Meaning of Night

"The Rossetti Letter" is a captivating debut that blends fact and fiction, past and present into a vibrant, 
richly imagined masterpiece that traces the adventures of a 17th-century Venetian courtesan and the 
contemporary historian researching her fate.

Courtesan

"Jo Beverley strains the boundaries of political correctness . . . There is no denying Ms. Beverley is a 
master storyteller and perhaps because of this political incorrectness she delivers a powerfully fresh 
stage for her story." ~Tara A. Green Ruined through her vile brother's schemes, Eleanor Chivenham is 
offered rescue by marriage to a rake with an infamous French mistress. Eleanor accepts, determined 
to treat the arranged marriage with cool dignity. Then she meets Nicholas Delaney. Not only does he 
stir her senses, but the trouble and pain beneath his smooth exterior reaches her heart. Nicholas is 
indeed troubled. While serving his country by seducing secrets out of a French spy, he is persuaded 
to marry Eleanor to protect his family's honor. But such chivalry runs counter to his carefully wrought 
rogue image, and extends the life-threatening plots shadowing him to Eleanor. To assist, Nicholas 



re-assembles the Company of Rogues, a schoolboy group he started years before. But not even 
they can dampen Eleanor's fighting wit that is quickly unmasking their enemy and testing Nicholas' 
formidable will. From The Publisher: Author Jo Beverley is known for her consumate attention to 
historical detail that wisks the reader back in time to a near first-hand experience. Fans of Regency 
romance and historical British fiction set in the 19th century, as well as readers of Jess Michaels, Mary 
Balogh, Christi Caldwell, Stephanie Laurens, Madeline Hunter and Mary Jo Putney will want to read 
every book by Jo Beverley. Best Regency Novel, Romantic Times Bookrak Bestseller RITA, finalist "A 
splendid love story... a veritable feast of delight. Bravo!" ~Romantic Times

A Pregnant Courtesan For The Rake (Mills & Boon Historical) (The Society of Wicked Gentlemen, 
Book 3)

A beguiling portrait of the city of Venice from the bestselling author of the classic true crime Midnight 
in the Garden of Good and Evil. 'Glittering, entertaining' Sunday Times Beneath the exquisite facade 
of the world's most beautiful historic city, scandal, corruption and venality are rampant. Venice and its 
eccentric locals come to life in the words of exquisite storyteller, John Berendt. Ezra Pound and his 
mistress, Olga; poet Mario Stefani; the Rat Man of Treviso; or Mario Moro - self-styled carabiniere, 
fireman, soldier or airman, depending on the day of the week. 'Funny, insightful, illuminating...[Venice] 
reveals itself, slowly, discreetly, under Berendt's gentle but persistent prying' Boston Globe City of 
Falling Angels is a mischievous, charming and compelling portrait of a beguiling city and its people.

The Rossetti Letter

Epic history and romance combine in a sweeping novel featuring the beautiful mistress of the last 
shogun emperor.

An Arranged Marriage (The Company of Rogues Series, Book 1)

The intrigue began with a triple homicide in a luxury apartment building just steps from the Champs-El-
yseés, in March 1887. A high-class prostitute and two others, one of them a child, had been stabbed to 
death—the latest in a string of unsolved murders targeting women of the Parisian demimonde. Newspa-
pers eagerly reported the lurid details, and when the police arrested Enrico Pranzini, a charismatic and 
handsome Egyptian migrant, the story became an international sensation. As the case descended into 
scandal and papers fanned the flames of anti-immigrant politics, the investigation became thoroughly 
enmeshed with the crisis-driven political climate of the French Third Republic and the rise of xenophobic 
right-wing movements. Aaron Freundschuh's account of the "Pranzini Affair" recreates not just the 
intricacies of the investigation and the raucous courtroom trial, but also the jockeying for status among 
rival players—reporters, police detectives, doctors, and magistrates—who all stood to gain professional 
advantage and prestige. Freundschuh deftly weaves together the sensational details of the case with 
the social and political undercurrents of the time, arguing that the racially charged portrayal of Pranzini 
reflects a mounting anxiety about the colonial "Other" within France's own borders. Pranzini's case 
provides a window into a transformational decade for the history of immigration, nationalism, and 
empire in France.

The City of Falling Angels

Lady Lucinda Bowery has decided to cast off mourning attire and begin moving on from the loss of her 
husband. Hiring the gentleman courtesan known as an experienced dominant seems like just the thing 
to propel her out of bereavement and back to life. She intends for him to give her pleasure, and perhaps 
help her find a bit of the woman she was before being widowed. Aubrey Drake became a courtesan 
to help bolster his expanding business, as well as provide a trousseau and dowry for his ward. Over 
time he has grown bored catering to women who only see him as an exotic offering to be enjoyed 
temporarily and then discarded. Thus, the thrill of mastering a submissive bedmate has lost its luster, 
leaving him cold. When Lady Bowery is suggested as his new keeper, he expects to be as apathetic 
toward her as all the others. But, when sparks fly at their first meeting, Aubrey becomes determined to 
master Lucinda in every way possible—even though she seems intent on keeping him at arm’s length. 
As she finds comfort and pleasure with her new courtesan, Lucinda finds it increasingly difficult to deny 
that what she feels for him goes beyond simple lust. Yet, embracing the possibility of a future with him 
means letting go of her past. Aubrey is determined to win Lucinda’s heart, but she still clings to the 
memory of her first husband. Can Lucinda come to return Aubrey’s love before it’s too late?



Writers & Company

Terrifying, dark and bold, Sarah Dunant's breakthrough psychological thriller transcends genres and 
audiences; it crosses all boundaries, encroaching on the darker side of sex and fantasy, male and 
female. Elizabeth Skorvecky has just come out of a long-term relationship with her boyfriend. Alone 
in her Victorian house, her only companions are her cat, a trashy crime novel she's translating from 
Czech, and her music. As the summer ends and the days draw in, unsettling things begin to happen. 
First it's just a missing CD, then music playing in an empty kitchen at midnight, then a table laid for 
breakfast for two. Poltergeist? Insanity? When Elizabeth wakes at four in the morning to find a man 
sitting at the end of her bed, she knows, sickeningly , she's very sane - and being stalked. She also 
discovers that the means of surviving can be just as shocking as surrender.

A Suitable Boy

Amid the disapproving gossip of the Court, a royal romance defies all obstacles. The Court of François 
I is full of lust, intrigue, and bawdy bon temps—a different world from the quiet country life Diane de 
Poitiers led with her elderly husband. Now a widow, the elegant Diane is called back to Court, where the 
King’s obvious interest marks her as an enemy to the King’s favourite, Anne d’Heilly. The Court is soon 
electrified by rumors of their confrontations. As Anne calls on her most venomous tricks to drive Diane 
away, Diane finds an ally in the one member of Court with no allegiance to the King’s mistress: his 
teenage second son, Henri. Neglected by his father and disliked by his brothers, Prince Henri expects 
little from his life. But as his friendship with Diane deepens into infatuation and then a romance that 
scandalizes the Court, the Prince begins to discover hope for a future with Diane. But fate and his father 
have other plans for Henri—including a political marriage with Catherine de Medici. Despite daunting 
obstacles, Henri’s devotion to Diane never wanes; their passion becomes one of the most legendary 
romances in the history of France. Also available as an eBook

The Last Concubine

USA Today Bestseller! From USA Today bestselling author Sophie Jordan comes a scandalously 
sensual romance in her beloved Rogue Files series. “Deliciously sexy!”—Sarah MacLean, New York 
Times bestselling author An urgent dilemma… To save her impoverished family, Marian Langley will 
become a mistress. But she will not be just any mistress. Marian intends to become so skilled, so 
coveted, that she can set her own terms, retaining control over her body and her fate. Only one problem 
remains: finding a tutor… A scandalous solution… Other men deprive themselves of pleasure for 
propriety’s sake. Nathaniel, Duke of Warrington, would much rather be depraved. He slakes his desires 
with professionals who ask nothing of him but his coin. Marian’s proposal—that he train her without 
taking her virtue—is an intriguing diversion, until their lessons in seduction spin out of control. And a 
most unlikely duchess… When Marian is blackmailed into engagement by a man she despises, Nate 
impulsively steals her away. Though he never intended to take a wife, he can’t tolerate the idea of Marian 
forfeiting her freedom to another. But can he bear to give her what she demands—a real marriage?

The Courtesan and the Gigolo

What a Courtesan Wants
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