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This study deeply explores Plato's profound insights into the complex philosophical question of 'knowing 
persons.' It delves into his epistemology, examining how individuals perceive and understand others 
through his theories of Forms, soul, and virtue, offering a critical analysis of ancient Greek thought on 
human understanding.
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Knowing Persons

Knowing Persons is an original study of Plato's account of personhood. For Plato, embodied persons 
are images of a disembodied ideal. The ideal person is a knower. Hence, the lives of embodied persons 
need to be understood according to Plato's metaphysics of imagery. For Gerson, Plato's account of 
embodied personhood is not accurately conflated with Cartesian dualism. Plato's dualism is more 
appropriately seen in the contrast between the ideal disembodied person and the embodied one than 
in the contrast between mind or soul and body.

Aristotle and Other Platonists

"Aristotle versus Plato. For a long time that is the angle from which the tale has been told, in textbooks 
on the history of philosophy and to university students. Aristotle's philosophy, so the story goes, was 
au fond in opposition to Plato's. But it was not always thus."—from the Introduction In a wide-ranging 
book likely to cause controversy, Lloyd P. Gerson sets out the case for the "harmony" of Platonism and 
Aristotelianism, the standard view in late antiquity. He aims to show that the twentieth-century view that 
Aristotle started out as a Platonist and ended up as an anti-Platonist is seriously flawed. Gerson ex-
amines the Neoplatonic commentators on Aristotle based on their principle of harmony. In considering 
ancient studies of Aristotle's Categories, Physics, De Anima, Metaphysics, and Nicomachean Ethics, 
the author shows how the principle of harmony allows us to understand numerous texts that otherwise 
appear intractable. Gerson also explains how these "esoteric" treatises can be seen not to conflict 
with the early "exoteric" and admittedly Platonic dialogues of Aristotle. Aristotle and Other Platonists 
concludes with an assessment of some of the philosophical results of acknowledging harmony.

Ancient Epistemology

This book explores ancient accounts of the nature of knowledge and belief from Socrates' predecessors 
up to the Platonists of late antiquity.
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Was Plato a Platonist? While ancient disciples of Plato would have answered this question in the 
affirmative, modern scholars have generally denied that Plato’s own philosophy was in substantial 
agreement with that of the Platonists of succeeding centuries. In From Plato to Platonism, Lloyd P. 
Gerson argues that the ancients are correct in their assessment. He arrives at this conclusion in an 
especially ingenious manner, challenging fundamental assumptions about how Plato’s teachings have 
come to be understood. Through deft readings of the philosophical principles found in Plato's dialogues 
and in the Platonic tradition beginning with Aristotle, he shows that Platonism, broadly conceived, is the 
polar opposite of naturalism and that the history of philosophy from Plato until the seventeenth century 
was the history of various efforts to find the most consistent and complete version of "anti-naturalism." 
Gerson contends that the philosophical position of Plato—Plato’s own Platonism, so to speak—was 
produced out of a matrix he calls "Ur-Platonism." According to Gerson, Ur-Platonism is the conjunction 
of five "antis" that in total arrive at anti-naturalism: anti-nominalism, anti-mechanism, anti-materialism, 
anti-relativism, and anti-skepticism. Plato’s Platonism is an attempt to construct the most consistent 
and defensible positive system uniting the five "antis." It is also the system that all later Platonists 
throughout Antiquity attributed to Plato when countering attacks from critics including Peripatetics, 
Stoics, and Sceptics. In conclusion, Gerson shows that Late Antique philosophers such as Proclus 
were right in regarding Plotinus as "the great exegete of the Platonic revelation."

Who Speaks for Plato?

These essays examine a crucial premise of traditional readings of Plato's dialogues: that Plato's own 
philosophical dialogues can be read off the statements made in the dialogues by Socrates and other 
leading characters. The text argues that no character should be read as Plato's mouthpiece.

The Cambridge History of Philosophy in Late Antiquity

The Cambridge History of Philosophy in Late Antiquity comprises over forty specially commissioned 
essays by experts on the philosophy of the period 200–800 CE. Designed as a successor to The Cam-
bridge History of Later Greek and Early Medieval Philosophy (edited by A. H. Armstrong), it takes into 
account some forty years of scholarship since the publication of that volume. The contributors examine 
philosophy as it entered literature, science and religion, and offer new and extensive assessments of 
philosophers who until recently have been mostly ignored. The volume also includes a complete digest 
of all philosophical works known to have been written during this period. It will be an invaluable resource 
for all those interested in this rich and still emerging field.

Images of Persons Unseen

Argues that Socrates’s fundamental role in the dialogues is to guide us toward self-inquiry and 
self-knowledge. In this highly original and provocative book, Sara Ahbel-Rappe argues that the Platonic 
dialogues contain an esoteric Socrates who signifies a profound commitment to self-knowledge and 
whose appearances in the dialogues are meant to foster the practice of self-inquiry. According to 
Ahbel-Rappe, the elenchus, or inner examination, and the thesis that virtue is knowledge, are tools for 
a contemplative practice that teaches us how to investigate the mind and its objects directly. In other 
words, the Socratic persona of the dialogues represents wisdom, which is distinct from and serves as 
the larger space in which Platonic knowledge—ethics, epistemology, and metaphysics—is constructed. 
Ahbel-Rappe offers complete readings of the Apology, Charmides, Alcibiades I, Euthyphro, Lysis, 
Phaedrus, Theaetetus, and Parmenides, as well as parts of the Republic. Her interpretation challenges 
two common approaches to the figure of Socrates: the thesis that the dialogues represent an “early” 
Plato who later disavows his reliance on Socratic wisdom, and the thesis that Socratic ethics can best 
be expressed by the construct of eudaimonism or egoism.

Socratic Ignorance and Platonic Knowledge in the Dialogues of Plato

The only available volume of essays from scholars of every interpretative viewpoint on self-knowledge 
and self-ignorance in Plato's thought.



Knowledge and Ignorance of Self in Platonic Philosophy

In thirteen original essays, eminent scholars of the history of philosophy and of contemporary philos-
ophy examine weakness of will, or incontinence--the phenomenon of acting contrary to one's better 
judgment.

Weakness of Will from Plato to the Present (Studies in Philosophy and the History of Philosophy, 
Volume 49)

Plato and Aristotle used moral philosophy to influence the way people actually live. Focusing on the 
Republic and the Nicomachean Ethics, this book examines how far they thought it could succeed in 
this.

Listening to Reason in Plato and Aristotle

"Julia Annas provides an incisive exploration of the many-sided and elusive genius whose wide-ranging, 
bold, and influential ideas continue to challenge, provoke, and inspire us today"--Page 4 of cover.

Plato

Weinstein argues that Plato's 'fighting spirit' in the Republic plays an essential role in rational agency.

Plato's Three-fold City and Soul

Demonstrates that Plato's ethics rests upon a metaphysical foundation, the Idea of the Good, the first 
principle of all.

Plato's Moral Realism

"An account of the central tradition in the history of philosophy, Platonism, along with the class of 
philosophical positions collectively known as Naturalism and the 'anti-Platonism' of Naturalism both in 
antiquity and in contemporary philosophy"--

Platonism and Naturalism

"Several myths about Plato's work are decisively challenged by Catherine Rowett: the idea that Plato 
agreed with Socrates about the need for a definition of what we know; the idea that he set out to define 
justice in the Republic; the idea that knowledge is a kind of true belief, or that Plato ever thought that 
it might be something like that; the idea that Theaetetus was Plato's best attempt to define knowledge 
as a species of belief, and that it only failed due to his incompetence. Instead Rowett argues that 
Plato was replacing the failed methods of Socrates, including his attempt to find a definition or single 
common factor, and that he replaced those methods with methods derived from geometry, including 
methods that involve inference from shadows to their originals (a method which Rowett calls Meno, 
Republic and Theaetetus, and argues that the insights that Plato brings about the nature of conceptual 
knowledge, its importance in underpinning all other activities, and about the notion of truth as it applies 
to conceptual competence, are significant and should be taken seriously as a corrective to areas in 
which current analytic philosophy has lost its way."--

Knowledge and Truth in Plato

The volume collects the contributions to an international conference held at the University of Frankfurt 
on the relationship between epistemic practices (culture of knowledge) and the concept of knowledge 
(ideal of knowledge) in Plato. For Plato, both aspects of knowledge were not only of equal importance, 
he was also well aware of their interdependence, taking into account that no philosopher has yet 
reached the epistemic level of knowledge. His acknowledgement of this interdependence is, as the 
papers of this volume show, further counter-evidence against the traditional reading that attributes to 
Plato a two-worlds-view which tries to keep ordinary belief and philosophical knowledge ontologically 
distinct. The contributions include essays from both ancient philosophers and ancient historians. Topics 
of the essays are e.g. the conception of education in the "Republic\

Ideal and Culture of Knowledge in Plato



Plato's Epistemology presents an original interpretation of one of the central topics in Plato's work: 
epistemology. Moss argues, against the grain of much modern scholarship, that Plato's epistemology 
is radically different from our own.

Plato's Epistemology

Plato’s Timaeus is unique in Greek Antiquity for presenting the creation of the world as the work of a 
divine demiurge. The maker bestows order on sensible things and imitates the world of the intellect 
by using the Forms as models. While the creation-myth of the Timaeus seems unparalleled, this book 
argues that it is not the first of Plato’s dialogues to use artistic language to articulate the relationship 
of the objects of the material world to the world of the intellect. The book adopts an interpretative 
angle that is sensitive to the visual and art-historical developments of Classical Athens to argue that 
sculpture, revolutionized by the advent of the lost-wax technique for the production of bronze statues, 
lies at the heart of Plato’s conception of the relation of the human soul and body to the Forms. It shows 
that, despite the severe criticism of mim�sis in the Republic, Plato’s use of artistic language rests on a 
positive model of mim�sis. Plato was in fact engaged in a constructive dialogue with material culture and 
he found in the technical processes and the cultural semantics of sculpture and of the art of weaving a 
valuable way to conceptualise and communicate complex ideas about humans’ relation to the Forms.

Sculpture, weaving, and the body in Plato

"In this general account of Plato's political thought, a leading scholar of ancient Greek philosophy 
explores its key themes: education, democracy and its shortcomings, the role of knowledge in govern-
ment, utopia and the idea of community, money and its grip on the psyche, ideological uses of religion. 
Between them these define what Plato considered to be the fundamental challenges for politics. All 
remain live issues. On all of them Plato took radical and uncomfortable positions." "Assuming a broad 
range of readers - with backgrounds in varied fields (politics, philosophy, classics, history) - Malcolm 
Schofield articulates and analyses Plato's main lines of thought, illustrating them with a liberal use of 
translated excerpts, and highlighting affinities with modern theorists from Machiavelli and Mill to Rawls 
and Habermas. Schofield's distinctive approach to Plato's problems constitutes a lucid and accessible 
guide for those needing an introduction, and at the same time will provide those who know Plato well 
with much food for thought."--BOOK JACKET.

Plato

The "theory of forms" usually attributed to Plato is one of the most famous of philosophical theories, 
yet it has engendered such controversy in the literature on Plato that scholars even debate whether or 
not such a theory exists in his texts. Plato's Forms: Varieties of Interpretation is an ambitious work 
that brings together, in a single volume, widely divergent approaches to the topic of the forms in 
Plato's dialogues. With contributions rooted in both Anglo-American and Continental philosophy, the 
book illustrates the contentious role the forms have played in Platonic scholarship and suggests new 
approaches to a central problem of Plato studies.

Plato's Forms

Nicholas D. Smith presents an original interpretation of the Republic, considering it to be a book about 
knowledge and education. Over the course of Summoning Knowledge in Plato's Republic, he argues 
for four main theses. Firstly, the Republic is not just a work that has a lot to say about education; it is a 
book that depicts Socrates as attempting to engage his interlocutors in such a way as to help to educate 
them and also engages us, the readers, in a way that helps to educate us. Secondly, Plato does not 
suppose that education, properly understood, should have as its primary aim putting knowledge into 
souls that do not already have it. Instead, the education Plato discusses, represents occurring between 
Socrates and his interlocutors, and hopes to achieve in his readers is one that aims to arouse the power 
of knowledge in us and then to begin to train that power always to engage with what is more real, rather 
than what is less real. Thirdly, Plato's conception of knowledge is not the one typically presented in 
contemporary epistemology. It is, rather, the power of conceptualization by the use of exemplars. And 
finally, Plato engages this power of knowledge in the Republic in a way he represents as only a kind 
of second-best way to engage knowledge - and not as the best way, which would be dialectic. Instead, 
Plato uses images that summon the power of knowledge to begin the process by which the power may 
become fully realized.



Summoning Knowledge in Plato's Republic

What if you were to discover that you were only one half of a whole—that you had a divine double? In 
the second and third centuries CE, Charles Stang shows, this idea gripped the religious imagination of 
the Eastern Mediterranean, offering a distinctive understanding of the self that has survived in various 
forms down to the present.

Our Divine Double

The People of Plato is the first study since 1823 devoted exclusively to the identification of, and 
relationships among, the individuals represented in the complete Platonic corpus. It provides details 
of their lives, and it enables one to consider the persons of Plato's works, and those of other 
Socratics, within a nexus of important political, social, and familial relationships. Debra Nails makes a 
broad spectrum of scholarship accessible to the non-specialist. She distinguishes what can be stated 
confidently from what remains controversial and--with full references to ancient and contemporary 
sources--advances our knowledge of the men and women of the Socratic milieu. Bringing the results 
of modern epigraphical and papyrological research to bear on long-standing questions, The People of 
Plato is a fascinating resource and valuable research tool for the field of ancient Greek philosophy and 
for literary, political, and historical studies more generally. In discrete sections, Nails discusses systems 
of Athenian affiliation, significant historical episodes that link lives and careers of the late fifth century, 
and their implications for the dramatic dates of the dialogues. The volume includes a rich array of maps, 
stemmata, and diagrams, plus a glossary, chronology, plan of the agora in 399 B.C.E., bibliography, 
and indices.

The People of Plato

The second volume of the first complete translation of Proclus' commentary on Plato's Republic.

Proclus: Commentary on Plato's 'Republic'

The City-State of the Soul: Self-Constitution in Plato’s Republic offers a reinterpretation of Plato’s 
philosophical masterpiece, which presents the moral life as consisting, most deeply, in the constituting 
or “founding” of one’s own soul. Plato wants to persuade the brightest and most ambitious that the life 
of justice and, in particular, of just governance puts their talents and ambitions to their best possible 
use.

The City-State of the Soul

This book offers new insights into the workings of the human soul and the philosophical conception 
of the mind in Ancient Greece. It collects essays that deal with different but interconnected aspects of 
that unified picture of our mental life shared by all Ancient philosophers who thought of the soul as an 
immaterial substance. The papers present theoretical discussions on moral and psychological issues 
ranging from Socrates to Aristotle, and beyond, in connection with modern psychology. Coverage 
includes moral learning and the fruitfulness of punishment, human motivation, emotions as psychic 
phenomena, and more. Some of these topics directly stemmed from the Socratic dialectical experience 
and its tragic outcome, whereas others found their way through a complex history of refinements, 
disputes, and internal critique. The contributors present the gradual unfolding of these central themes 
through a close inspection of the relevant Ancient texts. They deliver a wide-ranging survey of some 
central and mutually related topics. In the process, readers will learn new approaches to Platonic and 
Aristotelian psychology and action theory. This book will appeal to graduate students and researchers 
in Ancient philosophy. Any scholar with a general interest in the history of ideas will also find it a valuable 
resource.

Soul and Mind in Greek Thought. Psychological Issues in Plato and Aristotle

Investigates Plato's account of the tripartite soul, looking at how the theory evolved over the Republic, 
Phaedrus and Timaeus.



Plato and the Divided Self

A study of the ethical underpinning of the rhetoric of citizenship in Plato's Laws and its implementation 
through ritualized forms of performance.

Performing Citizenship in Plato's Laws

The People of Plato is the first study since 1823 devoted exclusively to the identification of, and 
relationships among, the individuals represented in the complete Platonic corpus. It provides details 
of their lives, and it enables one to consider the persons of Plato's works, and those of other 
Socratics, within a nexus of important political, social, and familial relationships. Debra Nails makes a 
broad spectrum of scholarship accessible to the non-specialist. She distinguishes what can be stated 
confidently from what remains controversial and--with full references to ancient and contemporary 
sources--advances our knowledge of the men and women of the Socratic milieu. Bringing the results 
of modern epigraphical and papyrological research to bear on long-standing questions, The People of 
Plato is a fascinating resource and valuable research tool for the field of ancient Greek philosophy and 
for literary, political, and historical studies more generally. In discrete sections, Nails discusses systems 
of Athenian affiliation, significant historical episodes that link lives and careers of the late fifth century, 
and their implications for the dramatic dates of the dialogues. The volume includes a rich array of maps, 
stemmata, and diagrams, plus a glossary, chronology, plan of the agora in 399 B.C.E., bibliography, 
and indices.

The People of Plato

A major new critical assessment of Heidegger's interpretation and political use of Plato's Republic.

Heidegger's Platonism

The present collection seeks to contribute toward finding that distance by making the tradition of 
thought more a living reality and not an object of arid analyses. Unlike most collections the present 
one transcends disciplinary boundaries, as it acknowledges the interconnectedness of philosophical, 
theological, and political arguments on these themes.

Freedom and the Human Person

Knowing Persons is an original study of Plato's account of personhood. For Plato, embodied persons 
are images of a disembodied ideal. The ideal person is a knower. Hence, the lives of embodied persons 
need to be understood according to Plato's metaphysics of imagery. For Gerson, Plato's account of 
embodied personhood is not accurately conflated with Cartesian dualism. Plato's dualism is more 
appropriately seen in the contrast between the ideal disembodied person and the embodied one than 
in the contrast between mind or soul and body. This study argues that Plato's analysis of personhood 
is intended to cohere with his two-world metaphysics as well as a radical separation of knowledge and 
belief. Gerson demonstrates that Plato's account of persons plays a key role not just in his theory of 
mind, but in his theory of knowledge, his metaphysics, and his ethics. A proper understanding of Plato's 
account of persons must therefore place it in the context of his doctrines in these areas. Knowing 
Persons fills a significant gap by showing the way to such an understanding.

Knowing Persons

“A book that is an ambitious, well-researched and provocative scholarly reflection on soul in the Platonic 
corpus.” —Polis By focusing on the immortal character of the soul in key Platonic dialogues, Sara 
Brill shows how Plato thought of the soul as remarkably flexible, complex, and indicative of the inner 
workings of political life and institutions. As she explores the character of the soul, Brill reveals the 
corrective function that law and myth serve. If the soul is limitless, she claims, then the city must serve 
a regulatory or prosthetic function and prop up good political institutions against the threat of the soul’s 
excess. Brill’s sensitivity to dramatic elements and discursive strategies in Plato’s dialogues illuminates 
the intimate connection between city and soul. “Sara Brill takes on at least two significant issues in 
Platonic scholarship: the nature of the soul, and especially the language of immortality in its description, 
and the relationship between politics and psychology. She treats each one of these topics in a fresh 
and nuanced way. Her writing is beautiful and fluid.” —Marina McCoy, Boston College



Plato on the Limits of Human Life

Positively re-assesses the relationship between body and soul in Plato's later dialogues, focusing on 
the harmony between them.

The Embodied Soul in Plato's Later Thought

The Theaetetus is a seminal text in the philosophy of knowledge, acknowledged as one of Plato's 
finest works. Cast as a conversation between Socrates and a student, Theaetetus, it explores the key 
philosophical issue: what is knowledge? This new edition combines the acclaimed translation by John 
McDowell with a valuable introduction and notes.

Theaetetus

Influential philosophical treatise of 4th century BC chiefly concerns the idea of justice, plus Platonic 
theories of ideas, criticism of poetry, philosopher's role. Source of the cave myth. Jowett translation.

The Republic

This book examines the relationship between Plato's views on psychology and his political philosophy, 
focusing on his reflections on the spirited part of the tripartite soul, or thumos, and spirited motivation 
over the course of his career. Spirit is the distinctively social or political part of the human soul for Plato, 
in the sense that it is the source of the desires, emotions, and sensitivities that make it possible for 
people to form relationships with one another, interact politically, and cooperate together in and protect 
their communities. Such emotions prominently include not only the aggressive or competitive qualities 
for which thumos is well known, but also the feelings of attachment, love, friendship, and civic fellowship 
that bind families and communities together and make cities possible in the first place. Moreover, as 
spirit is the political part of the soul in this sense, two social and political challenges that occupy Plato 
throughout his works--namely, how to educate citizens properly in virtue and how to maintain unity 
and stability in political communities--cannot be addressed and resolved, on his view, without proper 
attention to the spirited aspects of human psychology.

The Political Soul

The 13 contributions of this collective offer new and challenging ways of reading well-known and more 
neglected texts on akrasia (lack of control, or weakness of will) in Greek philosophy (Socrates, Plato, 
Aristotle, the Stoics, Plotinus).

Akrasia in Greek Philosophy

In her essay collection First, Second, and Other Selves: Essays on Friendship and Personal Identity, 
well-known scholar of ancient philosophy Jennifer Whiting uses Aristotle's theories on friendship 
as a springboard to engage with contemporary philosophical work on personal identity and moral 
psychology.

First, Second, and Other Selves
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