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Discover the vibrant tapestry of American life with Penguin Readers, specially designed for English 
language learners. These accessible graded readers offer engaging insights into US culture, history, 
and society, making it easier to enhance your vocabulary and comprehension while exploring key 
aspects of American identity.

Each thesis represents months or years of in-depth research and study.

We appreciate your visit to our website.
The document Penguin Readers Us Culture is available for download right away.
There are no fees, as we want to share it freely.

Authenticity is our top priority.
Every document is reviewed to ensure it is original.
This guarantees that you receive trusted resources.

We hope this document supports your work or study.
We look forward to welcoming you back again.
Thank you for using our service.

This document remains one of the most requested materials in digital libraries online.
By reaching us, you have gained a rare advantage.
The full version of Penguin Readers Us Culture is available here, free of charge.

American Life

Original / American English Most people around the world today know something about American life. 
The United States is a big country. Not all Americans are the same! In this book you will see the many 
faces of American life.

American life. Con CD Audio. Per le Scuole superiori

'Penguin Readers' are simplified texts designed in association with Longman to provide a step-by-step 
approach to the joys of reading for pleasure.

How to Be an Alien

The untold story of how America's Progressive-era war on smallpox sparked one of the great civil 
liberties battles of the twentieth century. At the turn of the last century, a powerful smallpox epi-
demic swept the United States from coast to coast. The age-old disease spread swiftly through an 
increasingly interconnected American landscape: from southern tobacco plantations to the dense 
immigrant neighborhoods of northern cities to far-flung villages on the edges of the nascent American 
empire. In Pox, award-winning historian Michael Willrich offers a gripping chronicle of how the nation's 
continentwide fight against smallpox launched one of the most important civil liberties struggles of 
the twentieth century. At the dawn of the activist Progressive era and during a moment of great 
optimism about modern medicine, the government responded to the deadly epidemic by calling for 
universal compulsory vaccination. To enforce the law, public health authorities relied on quarantines, 
pesthouses, and "virus squads"-corps of doctors and club-wielding police. Though these measures 
eventually contained the disease, they also sparked a wave of popular resistance among Americans 
who perceived them as a threat to their health and to their rights. At the time, anti-vaccinationists 
were often dismissed as misguided cranks, but Willrich argues that they belonged to a wider legacy of 
American dissent that attended the rise of an increasingly powerful government. While a well-organized 
anti-vaccination movement sprang up during these years, many Americans resisted in subtler ways-by 
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concealing sick family members or forging immunization certificates. Pox introduces us to memorable 
characters on both sides of the debate, from Henning Jacobson, a Swedish Lutheran minister whose 
battle against vaccination went all the way to the Supreme Court, to C. P. Wertenbaker, a federal 
surgeon who saw himself as a medical missionary combating a deadly-and preventable-disease. As 
Willrich suggests, many of the questions first raised by the Progressive-era antivaccination movement 
are still with us: How far should the government go to protect us from peril? What happens when the 
interests of public health collide with religious beliefs and personal conscience? In Pox, Willrich delivers 
a riveting tale about the clash of modern medicine, civil liberties, and government power at the turn of 
the last century that resonates powerfully today.

Pox

The full scope of George Kennan's long life and vast influence is revealed by one of today's most 
important Cold War scholars. Yale historian Gaddis began this magisterial history almost 30 years ago; 
the result is a remarkably revealing view of how this greatest of Cold War strategists came to doubt his 
strategy and always doubted himself.

George F. Kennan

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award Selected by The New 
York Times Book Review as a Notable Book of the Year Drawing on extensive interviews with George 
Kennan and exclusive access to his archives, an eminent scholar of the Cold War delivers a revelatory 
biography of its troubled mastermind. In the late 1940s, George Kennan wrote two documents, the 
"Long Telegram" and the "X Article," which set forward the strategy of containment that would define 
U.S. policy toward the Soviet Union for the next four decades. This achievement alone would qualify 
him as the most influential American diplomat of the Cold War era. But he was also an architect of 
the Marshall Plan, a prizewinning historian, and would become one of the most outspoken critics of 
American diplomacy, politics, and culture during the last half of the twentieth century. Now the full scope 
of Kennan's long life and vast influence is revealed by one of today's most important Cold War scholars. 
Yale historian John Lewis Gaddis began this magisterial history almost thirty years ago, interviewing 
Kennan frequently and gaining complete access to his voluminous diaries and other personal papers. 
So frank and detailed were these materials that Kennan and Gaddis agreed that the book would not 
appear until after Kennan's death. It was well worth the wait: the journals give this book a breathtaking 
candor and intimacy that match its century-long sweep. We see Kennan's insecurity as a Midwesterner 
among elites at Princeton, his budding dissatisfaction with authority and the status quo, his struggles 
with depression, his gift for satire, and his sharp insights on the policies and people he encountered. 
Kennan turned these sharp analytical gifts upon himself, even to the point of regularly recording dreams. 
The result is a remarkably revealing view of how this greatest of Cold War strategists came to doubt his 
strategy and always doubted himself. This is a landmark work of history and biography that reveals the 
vast influence and rich inner landscape of a life that both mirrored and shaped the century it spanned.

George F. Kennan

Penguin Readers is an ELT graded reader series for learners of English as a foreign language. With 
carefully adapted text, new illustrations and language learning exercises, the print edition also includes 
instructions to access supporting material online. Titles include popular classics, exciting contemporary 
fiction, and thought-provoking non-fiction, introducing language learners to bestselling authors and 
compelling content. The eight levels of Penguin Readers follow the Common European Framework of 
Reference for language learning (CEFR). Exercises at the back of each Reader help language learners 
to practise grammar, vocabulary, and key exam skills. Before, during and after-reading questions test 
readers' story comprehension and develop vocabulary. The Extraordinary Life of Rosa Parks, a Level 2 
Reader, is A1+ in the CEFR framework. Sentences contain a maximum of two clauses, introducing 
the future tenses will and going to, present continuous for future meaning, and comparatives and 
superlatives. It is well supported by illustrations, which appear on most pages. One day, Rosa Parks 
got on a bus and did not give her seat to a white person. This helped to change the lives of black people 
in America. This is Rosa's extraordinary story. Visit the Penguin Readers website Exclusively with the 
print edition, readers can unlock online resources including a digital book, audio edition, lesson plans 
and answer keys.

Penguin Readers Level 2: The Extraordinary Life of Rosa Parks (ELT Graded Reader)



Site Reading offers a new method of literary and cultural interpretation and a new theory of narrative 
setting by examining five sites—supermarkets, dumps, roads, ruins, and asylums—that have been 
crucial to American literature and visual art since the mid-twentieth century. Against the traditional 
understanding of setting as a static background for narrative action and character development, David 
Alworth argues that sites figure in novels as social agents. Engaging a wide range of social and 
cultural theorists, especially Bruno Latour and Erving Goffman, Site Reading examines how the literary 
figuration of real, material environments reorients our sense of social relations. To read the sites of 
fiction, Alworth demonstrates, is to reveal literature as a profound sociological resource, one that 
simultaneously models and theorizes collective life. Each chapter identifies a particular site as a point 
of contact for writers and artists—the supermarket for Don DeLillo and Andy Warhol; the dump for 
William Burroughs and Mierle Laderman Ukeles; the road for Jack Kerouac, Joan Didion, and John 
Chamberlain; the ruin for Thomas Pynchon and Robert Smithson; and the asylum for Ralph Ellison, 
Gordon Parks, and Jeff Wall—and shows how this site mediates complex interactions among humans 
and nonhumans. The result is an interdisciplinary study of American culture that brings together 
literature, visual art, and social theory to develop a new sociology of literature that emphasizes the 
sociology in literature.

Site Reading

'All power to Gretel and Tamasha and Tokoyo and Chandra and Sea Girl and Gerda! They come from 
different countries and traditions but they're all such marvellous spirited girls I wish each one could 
be my best friend' - Jacqueline Wilson Girls can save the day too, and they always have . . . Join six 
adventurous girls from around the world as they use their wits, courage and strength to overcome 
the odds in this colourful, illustrated collection of Ladybird Tales. Gretel and Hansel Tamasha and the 
Troll Tokoyo and the Sea Serpent Chandra and the Elephants Sea Girl and the Golden Key The Snow 
Queen Perfect for bedtime, to read aloud or enjoy alone, these empowering tales show that girls can be 
the heroes of any story. Includes a special Introduction from award-winning author Jacqueline Wilson.

Ladybird Tales of Adventurous Girls

Revision of author's thesis (doctoral)--Columbia University, 2013, titled Strange commodity of cultural 
exchange: Martha Graham and the State Department on tour, 1955-1987.

Martha Graham's Cold War

Nikkei Baseball examines baseball's evolving importance to the Japanese American community and 
the construction of Japanese American identity. Originally introduced in Japan in the late 1800s, 
baseball was played in the United States by Japanese immigrants first in Hawaii, then San Francisco 
and northern California, then in amateur leagues up and down the Pacific Coast. For Japanese 
American players, baseball was seen as a sport that encouraged healthy competition by imposing 
rules and standards of ethical behavior for both players and fans. The value of baseball as exercise and 
amusement quickly expanded into something even more important, a means for strengthening social 
ties within Japanese American communities and for linking their aspirations to America's pastimes and 
America's promise. With World War II came internment and baseball and softball played behind barbed 
wire. After their release from the camps, Japanese Americans found their reentry to American society 
beset by anti-Japanese laws, policies, and vigilante violence, but they rebuilt their leagues and played 
in schools and colleges. Drawing from archival research, prior scholarship, and personal interviews, 
Samuel O. Regalado explores key historical factors such as Meji-era modernization policies in Japan, 
American anti-Asian sentiments, internment during World War II, the postwar transition, economic and 
educational opportunities in the 1960s, the developing concept of a distinct "Asian American" identity, 
and Japanese Americans' rise to the major leagues with star players including Lenn Sakata and Kurt 
Suzuki and even managers such as the Seattle Mariners' Don Wakamatsu.

Nikkei Baseball

The Routledge Companion to Native American Literature engages the multiple scenes of tension — 
historical, political, cultural, and aesthetic — that constitutes a problematic legacy in terms of commu-
nity identity, ethnicity, gender and sexuality, language, and sovereignty in the study of Native American 
literature. This important and timely addition to the field provides context for issues that enter into 
Native American literary texts through allusions, references, and language use. The volume presents 
over forty essays by leading and emerging international scholars and analyses: regional, cultural, racial 



and sexual identities in Native American literature key historical moments from the earliest period of 
colonial contact to the present worldviews in relation to issues such as health, spirituality, animals, and 
physical environments traditions of cultural creation that are key to understanding the styles, allusions, 
and language of Native American Literature the impact of differing literary forms of Native American 
literature. This collection provides a map of the critical issues central to the discipline, as well as 
uncovering new perspectives and new directions for the development of the field. It supports academic 
study and also assists general readers who require a comprehensive yet manageable introduction to 
the contexts essential to approaching Native American Literature. It is essential reading for anyone 
interested in the past, present and future of this literary culture. Contributors: Joseph Bauerkemper, 
Susan Bernardin, Susan Berry Brill de Ramírez, Kirby Brown, David J. Carlson, Cari M. Carpenter, 
Eric Cheyfitz, Tova Cooper, Alicia Cox, Birgit Däwes, Janet Fiskio, Earl E. Fitz, John Gamber, Kathryn 
N. Gray, Sarah Henzi, Susannah Hopson, Hsinya Huang, Brian K. Hudson, Bruce E. Johansen, Judit 
Ágnes Kádár, Amelia V. Katanski, Susan Kollin, Chris LaLonde, A. Robert Lee, Iping Liang, Drew 
Lopenzina, Brandy N�lani McDougall, Deborah Madsen, Diveena Seshetta Marcus, Sabine N. Meyer, 
Carol Miller, David L. Moore, Birgit Brander Rasmussen, Mark Rifkin, Kenneth M. Roemer, Oliver 
Scheiding, Lee Schweninger, Stephanie A. Sellers, Kathryn W. Shanley, Leah Sneider, David Stirrup, 
Theodore C. Van Alst, Jr., Tammy Wahpeconiah

The Routledge Companion to Native American Literature

He was there when Dylan went electric, when a generation danced naked at Woodstock, and when Ken 
Kesey started experimenting with acid. Jerry Garcia was one of the most gifted musicians of all time, 
and he was a member of one of the most worshiped rock 'n' roll bands in history. Now, Blair Jackson, 
who covered the Grateful Dead for twenty-five years, gives us an unparalleled portrait of Garcia--the 
musical genius, the brilliant songwriter, and ultimately, the tortured soul plagued by his own addiction. 
With more than forty photographs, many of them previously unpublished, Garcia: An American Life is 
the ultimate tribute to the man who, Bob Dylan said, "had no equal."

Garcia: An American Life

"Richly illustrated with over 260 color plates, Folk Art in American Life presents a broad sampling of 
the wealth and variety of American folk art from the late seventeenth century through the late twentieth 
century. Its scope includes objects from many diverse subject areas - from paintings to household 
furnishings of many kinds, to textiles, to sculpture, to environments."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary 
field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Folk Art in American Life

This book will shine a new light on the culture that has historically nurtured and inspired black theater. 
Functioning as an interactive guide it takes the reader on a journey to discover how social realities 
impacted the plays that dramatists wrote and produced.

African American Theater

"The literature on Gandhi and Martin Luther King is vast, and scholars often speak of the two leaders 
when discussing theories of non-violence. Yet, no attempt has yet been made to understand the way 
in which Gandhi and King's socio-political ideas converge in terms of their origins, development and 
application. In Confluence of Thought, Bidyut Chakrabarty argues that there is a confluence of thought 
between Gandhi and King's concerns for humanity and advocacy of non-violence, despite their different 
historical and socio-economic contexts. He says that these two figures are perhaps the best modern 
historical examples of individuals who combined religion with the political to produce a dynamic social 
ideology. Gandhi saw service to humanity as the path to 'self-actualization' and thus spiritually most 
fulfilling; similarly, King pursued religion-driven social action. Chakrabarty looks particularly at the way 
in which each deployed religious and political language to draw the widest possible membership to 
their social movements. While Chakrabarty points out that neither thinker was able to fulfill his chosen 
mission, both suffering death by assassination, he positions the two as the premier modern influences 
on theories of non-violence today"--

Confluence of Thought



Penguin Readers is an ELT graded reader series. Please note that the eBook edition does NOT include 
access to the audio edition and digital book. Written for learners of English as a foreign language, 
each title includes carefully adapted text, new illustrations and language learning exercises. Titles 
include popular classics, exciting contemporary fiction, and thought-provoking non-fiction, introducing 
language learners to bestselling authors and compelling content. The eight levels of Penguin Readers 
follow the Common European Framework of Reference for language learning (CEFR). Exercises at 
the back of each Reader help language learners to practise grammar, vocabulary, and key exam skills. 
Before, during and after-reading questions test readers' story comprehension and develop vocabulary. 
Going Solo, a Level 4 Reader, is A2+ in the CEFR framework. The text is made up of sentences with 
up to three clauses, introducing more complex uses of present perfect simple, passives, phrasal verbs 
and simple relative clauses. It is well supported by illustrations, which appear regularly. Roald Dahl flew 
planes in the Second World War (1939-1945) when Germany, Italy and Japan fought against Britain 
and other countries. Going Solo is Dahl's time with the RAF (Royal Air Force). He writes "I did not need 
to leave out anything here because every moment was, to me, totally interesting." Visit the Penguin 
Readers website Register to access online resources including tests, worksheets and answer keys. 
Exclusively with the print edition, readers can unlock a digital book and audio edition (not available 
with the eBook).

Penguin Readers Level 4: Going Solo (ELT Graded Reader)

Frederick E. Hoxie, one of our most prominent and celebrated academic historians of Native American 
history, has for years asked his undergraduate students at the beginning of each semester to write 
down the names of three American Indians. Almost without exception, year after year, the names 
are Geronimo, Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse. The general conclusion is inescapable: Most Americans 
instinctively view Indians as people of the past who occupy a position outside the central narrative of 
American history. These three individuals were warriors, men who fought violently against American 
expansion, lost, and died. It’s taken as given that Native history has no particular relationship to what 
is conventionally presented as the story of America. Indians had a history too; but theirs was short 
and sad, and it ended a long time ago. In This Indian Country, Hoxie has created a bold and sweeping 
counter-narrative to our conventional understanding. Native American history, he argues, is also a 
story of political activism, its victories hard-won in courts and campaigns rather than on the battlefield. 
For more than two hundred years, Indian activists—some famous, many unknown beyond their own 
communities—have sought to bridge the distance between indigenous cultures and the republican 
democracy of the United States through legal and political debate. Over time their struggle defined a 
new language of “Indian rights” and created a vision of American Indian identity. In the process, they 
entered a dialogue with other activist movements, from African American civil rights to women’s rights 
and other progressive organizations. Hoxie weaves a powerful narrative that connects the individual 
to the tribe, the tribe to the nation, and the nation to broader historical processes. He asks readers to 
think deeply about how a country based on the values of liberty and equality managed to adapt to the 
complex cultural and political demands of people who refused to be overrun or ignored. As we grapple 
with contemporary challenges to national institutions, from inside and outside our borders, and as we 
reflect on the array of shifting national and cultural identities across the globe, This Indian Country 
provides a context and a language for understanding our present dilemmas.

This Indian Country

Featuring 37 essays by distinguished literary scholars, A Companion to the American Novel provides 
a comprehensive single-volume treatment of the development of the novel in the United States 
from the late 18th century to the present day. Represents the most comprehensive single-volume 
introduction to this popular literary form currently available Features 37 contributions from a wide range 
of distinguished literary scholars Includes essays on topics and genres, historical overviews, and key 
individual works, including The Scarlet Letter, Moby Dick, The Great Gatsby, Beloved, and many more.

A Companion to the American Novel

Penguins must complete their life cycle in very cold temperatures. To protect their eggs from the cold, 
penguins use brood patches. Students will watch a penguin chick hatch from an egg and grow into an 
adult.

Life Cycle of a Penguin, The



Between 1880 and 1939, a quarter of a million European Jews settled in England. Tananbaum explores 
the differing ways in which the existing Anglo-Jewish communities, local government and education 
and welfare organizations sought to socialize these new arrivals, focusing on the experiences of 
working-class women and children.

Jewish Immigrants in London, 1880–1939

Penguin Readers is an ELT graded reader series. Please note that the eBook edition does NOT include 
access to the audio edition and digital book. Written for learners of English as a foreign language, 
each title includes carefully adapted text, new illustrations and language learning exercises. Titles 
include popular classics, exciting contemporary fiction, and thought-provoking non-fiction, introducing 
language learners to bestselling authors and compelling content. The eight levels of Penguin Readers 
follow the Common European Framework of Reference for language learning (CEFR). Exercises at 
the back of each Reader help language learners to practise grammar, vocabulary, and key exam skills. 
Before, during and after-reading questions test readers' story comprehension and develop vocabulary. 
The Extraordinary Life of Michelle Obama, a Level 3 Reader, is A2 in the CEFR framework. The text 
is made up of sentences with up to three clauses, introducing first conditional, past continuous and 
present perfect simple for general experience. It is well supported by illustrations, which appear on 
most pages. Michelle Obama was First Lady of the United States. She is also a lawyer, a wife and 
a mother. But that is not all. She has started many campaigns to help young people and make the 
world a better place. Michelle Obama has had an extraordinary life. Visit the Penguin Readers website 
Register to access online resources including tests, worksheets and answer keys. Exclusively with the 
print edition, readers can unlock a digital book and audio edition (not available with the eBook).

Penguin Readers Level 3: The Extraordinary Life of Michelle Obama (ELT Graded Reader)

American society is often characterized as a “guilt culture,” as opposed to non-Western “shame 
cultures.” But through examples like shaming penalties in criminal law, “fat shaming,” and cyberbullying 
on the social media, this book shows how and why shame is increasingly invading our lives, leading to 
feelings of humiliation and depression.

The Rise of the Shame Society

"Published in conjunction with the exhibition Shakespeare in American Life presented at the Folger 
Shakespeare Library, Washington, DC, from 8 March through 18 August 2007, in celebration of the 
Library's 75th anniversary"-- back of title page.

Shakespeare in American Life

The history of Christianity in America has been marked by recurring periods of religious revivals 
or awakenings. In this book, George M. Thomas addresses the economic and political context of 
evangelical revivalism and its historical linkages with economic expansion and Republicanism in the 
nineteenth century. Thomas argues that large-scale change results in social movements that articulate 
new organizations and definitions of individual, society, authority, and cosmos. Drawing on religious 
newspapers, party policies and agendas, and quantitative analyses of voting patterns and census 
data, he claims that revivalism in this period framed the rules and identities of the expanding market 
economy and the national policy. "Subtle and complex. . . . Fascinating."—Randolph Roth, Pennsylvania 
History "[Revivalism and Cultural Change] should be read with interest by those interested in religious 
movements as well as the connections among religion, economics, and politics."—Charles L. Harper, 
Contemporary Sociology "Readers old and new stand to gain much from Thomas's sophisticated study 
of the macrosociology of religion in the United States during the nineteenth century. . . . He has given 
the sociology of religion its best quantitative study of revivalism since the close of the 1970s."—Journal 
for the Scientific Study of Religion

Revivalism and Cultural Change

This handbook explores the significance of the Indo-Pacific in world politics. It shows how the re-emer-
gence of the Indo-Pacific in international relations has fundamentally changed the approach to politics, 
economics and security. The volume: explores the themes related to trade, politics and security for 
better understanding of the Indo-Pacific and the repercussions of the region's emergence studies 
different security and political issues in the region: military competition, maritime governance, strategic 



alliances and rivalries, and international conflicts analyses various socio-economic dimensions of the 
Indo-Pacific, such as political systems, cultural and religious contexts, and trade and financial systems 
examines the strategies of various states, such as the United States, Japan, India and China, and 
their approaches towards the Indo-Pacific covers the role of middle powers and small states in detail 
Interdisciplinary in approach and with essays from authors from around the world, this volume will be 
indispensable to scholars, researchers and students in the fields of international relations, politics and 
Asian studies.

Handbook of Indo-Pacific Studies

In this absorbing book, George McKenna ranges across the entire panorama of American history to 
track the development of American patriotism. That patriotism--shaped by Reformation Protestantism 
and imbued with the American Puritan belief in a providential "errand"--has evolved over 350 years and 
influenced American political culture in both positive and negative ways, McKenna shows. The germ 
of the patriotism, an activist theology that stressed collective rather than individual salvation, began 
in the late 1630s in New England and traveled across the continent, eventually becoming a national 
phenomenon. Today, American patriotism still reflects its origins in the seventeenth century. By en-
couraging cohesion in a nation of diverse peoples and inspiring social reform, American patriotism has 
sometimes been a force for good. But the book also uncovers a darker side of the nation's patriotism--a 
prejudice against the South in the nineteenth century, for example, and a tendency toward nativism and 
anti-Catholicism. Ironically, a great reversal has occurred, and today the most fervent believers in the 
Puritan narrative are the former "outsiders"--Catholics and Southerners. McKenna offers an interesting 
new perspective on patriotism's role throughout American history, and he concludes with trenchant 
thoughts on its role in the post-9/11 era.

The Puritan Origins of American Patriotism

Penguin Readers is an ELT graded reader series. Please note that the eBook edition does NOT include 
access to the audio edition and digital book. Written for learners of English as a foreign language, 
each title includes carefully adapted text, new illustrations and language learning exercises. Titles 
include popular classics, exciting contemporary fiction, and thought-provoking non-fiction, introducing 
language learners to bestselling authors and compelling content. The eight levels of Penguin Readers 
follow the Common European Framework of Reference for language learning (CEFR). Exercises at 
the back of each Reader help language learners to practise grammar, vocabulary, and key exam skills. 
Before, during and after-reading questions test readers' story comprehension and develop vocabulary. 
Simon vs. The Homo Sapiens Agenda, a Level 5 Reader, is B1 in the CEFR framework. The text is 
made up of sentences with up to four clauses, introducing present perfect continuous, past perfect, 
reported speech and second conditional. It is well supported by illustrations, which appear regularly. 
Simon is a young gay boy who is at High School in America. He meets Blue on the school's Tumblr, 
and they begin talking to each other. Simon knows that he is falling in love, but then another boy sees 
the emails and Simon has to come out. Visit the Penguin Readers website Register to access online 
resources including tests, worksheets and answer keys. Exclusively with the print edition, readers can 
unlock a digital book and audio edition (not available with the eBook).

Penguin Readers Level 5: Simon vs. The Homo Sapiens Agenda (ELT Graded Reader)

The autobiography of the early radical leader and her participation in communist, anarchist, and feminist 
activities

Living My Life

This volume explores the way governments endeavoured to build and maintain public support for the 
war in Afghanistan, combining new insights on the effects of strategic narratives with an exhaustive 
series of case studies. In contemporary wars, with public opinion impacting heavily on outcomes, 
strategic narratives provide a grid for interpreting the why, what and how of the conflict. This book asks 
how public support for the deployment of military troops to Afghanistan was garnered, sustained or lost 
in thirteen contributing nations. Public attitudes in the US, Canada, Australia and Europe towards the 
use of military force were greatly shaped by the cohesiveness and content of the strategic narratives 
employed by national policy-makers. Assessing the ability of countries to craft a successful strategic 
narrative, the book addresses the following key areas: 1) how governments employ strategic narratives 
to gain public support; 2) how strategic narratives develop during the course of the conflict; 3) how these 



narratives are disseminated, framed and perceived through various media outlets; 4) how domestic 
audiences respond to strategic narratives; 5) how this interplay is conditioned by both events on the 
ground, in Afghanistan, and by structural elements of the domestic political systems. This book will 
be of much interest to students of international intervention, foreign policy, political communication, 
international security, strategic studies and IR in general.

Strategic Narratives, Public Opinion and War

A provocative history of the environmental movement in America, showing how this rise to political and 
social prominence produced a culture of alarmism that has often distorted the facts Few issues today 
excite more passion or alarm than the specter of climate change. In A Climate of Crisis, historian Patrick 
Allitt shows that our present climate of crisis is far from exceptional. Indeed, the environmental debates 
of the last half century are defined by exaggeration and fearmongering from all sides, often at the 
expense of the facts. In a real sense, Allitt shows us, collective anxiety about widespread environmental 
danger began with the atomic bomb. As postwar suburbanization transformed the American landscape, 
more research and better tools for measurement began to reveal the consequences of economic 
success. A climate of anxiety became a climate of alarm, often at odds with reality. The sixties 
generation transformed environmentalism from a set of special interests into a mass movement. By 
the first Earth Day in 1970, journalists and politicians alike were urging major initiatives to remedy 
environmental harm. In fact, the work of the new Environmental Protection Agency and a series 
of clean air and water acts from a responsive Congress inaugurated a largely successful cleanup. 
Political polarization around environmental questions after 1980 had consequences that we still feel 
today. Since then, the general polarization of American politics has mirrored that of environmental 
politics, as pro-environmentalists and their critics attribute to one another the worst possible motives. 
Environmentalists see their critics as greedy special interest groups that show no conscience as they 
plunder the earth while skeptics see their adversaries as enemies of economic growth whose plans 
stifle initiative under an avalanche of bureaucratic regulation. There may be a germ of truth in both 
views, but more than a germ of falsehood too. America’s worst environmental problems have proven 
to be manageable; the regulations and cleanups of the last sixty years have often worked, and science 
and technology have continued to improve industrial efficiency. Our present situation is serious, argues 
Allitt, but it is far from hopeless. Sweeping and provocative, A Climate of Crisis challenges our basic 
assumptions about the environment, no matter where we fall along the spectrum—reminding us that 
the answers to our most pressing questions are sometimes found in understanding the past.

A Climate of Crisis

Vocation is most often linked with a specific calling for those in professional ministry. Doing More with 
Life explores the way higher education can expand this limited understanding of vocation. Specifically, 
this volume shows that higher education can clarify how God calls all people, allow mentoring across 
specific vocations, and inspire future generations to think of their lives as vocations.

Doing More with Life

Elizabeth Martnez's unique Chicana voice arises from over thirty years of experience in the movements 
for civil rights, women's liberation, and Latina/o empowerment. In De Colores Means All of Us, 
Martnez presents a radical Latina perspective on race, liberation, and identity. In these essays, Martnez 
describes the provocative ideas and new movements created by the rapidly expanding U.S. Latina/o 
community as it confronts intensified exploitation and racism. With sections on women's organizing, 
struggles for economic justice and immigrant rights, and the Latina/o youth movement, this book will 
appeal to readers and activists seeking to organize for the future and build new movements for social 
change. With a foreword from Angela Y. Davis.

De Colores Means All of Us

Child abuse and neglect, also known as 'child maltreatment', is a confronting reality for many Aus-
tralians. Children often experience different forms of maltreatment in combination, whether they be 
physical, sexual, emotional/psychological abuse or neglect. What are the signs of abuse and how to 
protect the vulnerable?

A History of American Life and Thought



A look at Malcolm X's life and times from his Pulitzer Prize–winning biographer, Manning Marable 
Manning Marable's Pulitzer Prize–winning biography, Malcolm X: A Life of Reinvention, has reshaped 
perceptions of one of America's great revolutionary thinkers. This volume, the first collection of major 
documents addressing Malcolm X in decades, features never-before-published material, including 
articles from major newspapers and underground presses, oral histories, police reports, and FBI files, 
to shine a brighter light on Malcolm's life and times. Conceived as both a companion to the biography 
and a standalone volume, and assembled by Marable and his key researcher, Garrett Felber, prior to 
Marable's untimely death, The Portable Malcolm X Reader presents an invaluable portrait of Malcolm 
X. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the 
English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of 
the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide 
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary 
authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

The Portable Malcolm X Reader

Alistair Cooke's Letter from Americainterpreted nearly sixty years of changing US life for the rest of 
the world. Spanning the last half-century from the assassination of Kennedy through Vietnam and 
Watergate to September 11, Iraq and the 2004 elections, this collection brings together the very best 
of his legendary BBC Radio 4 broadcasts. Encompassing portraits of the great and the good from 
Martin Luther King to Charlie Chaplin and topics as varied as civil rights, boxing, jazz and the changing 
leaves of a New England fall, they offer a captivating portrait of a nation - and a man.

Letter from America

This study of Catholicism articulates how theological teachings trickle down from the Vatican and 
influence decisions about food, marriage, sex, community celebrations, and medical care.

Catholic Culture in the USA

A lively, street-level history of turn-of-the-century urban life explores the Americanizing influence of the 
Irish on successive waves of migrants to the American city. In the newest volume in the award-winning 
Penguin History of American Life series, James R. Barrett chronicles how a new urban American 
identity was forged in the streets, saloons, churches, and workplaces of the American city. This process 
of “Americanization from the bottom up” was deeply shaped by the Irish. From Lower Manhattan to the 
South Side of Chicago to Boston’s North End, newer waves of immigrants and African Americans found 
it nearly impossible to avoid the Irish. While historians have emphasized the role of settlement houses 
and other mainstream institutions in Americanizing immigrants, Barrett makes the original case that 
the culture absorbed by newcomers upon reaching American shores had a distinctly Hibernian cast. 
By 1900, there were more people of Irish descent in New York City than in Dublin; more in the United 
States than in all of Ireland. But in the late nineteenth century, the sources of immigration began to shift, 
to southern and eastern Europe and beyond. Whether these newcomers wanted to save their souls, 
get a drink, find a job, or just take a stroll in the neighborhood, they had to deal with entrenched Irish 
Americans. Barrett reveals how the Irish vacillated between a progressive and idealistic impulse toward 
their fellow immigrants and a parochial defensiveness stemming from the hostility earlier generations 
had faced upon their own arrival in America. They imparted racist attitudes toward African Americans; 
they established ethnic “deadlines” across city neighborhoods; they drove other immigrants from docks, 
factories, and labor unions. Yet the social teachings of the Catholic Church, a sense of solidarity with the 
oppressed, and dark memories of poverty and violence in both Ireland and America ushered in a wave 
of progressive political activism that eventually embraced other immigrants. Drawing on contemporary 
sociological studies and diaries, newspaper accounts, and Irish American literature, The Irish Way 
illustrates how the interactions between the Irish and later immigrants on the streets, on the vaudeville 
stage, in Catholic churches, and in workplaces helped forge a multiethnic American identity that has a 
profound legacy in our cities today.

The Irish Way

With this revelatory and painstakingly researched book, Martha Washington, the invisible woman 
of American history, at last gets the biography she deserves. In place of the domestic frump of 
popular imagination, Patricia Brady resurrects the wealthy, attractive, and vivacious young widow who 
captivated the youthful George Washington. Here are the able landowner, the indomitable patriot (who 



faithfully joined her husband each winter at Valley Forge), and the shrewd diplomat and emotional 
mainstay. And even as it brings Martha Washington into sharper and more accurate focus, this sterling 
life sheds light on her marriage, her society, and the precedents she established for future First Ladies.

Martha Washington

In the years between 1940 and 2000, the American Far West went from being a relative backwater of 
the United States to a considerably more developed, modern, and prosperous region—one capable 
of influencing not just the nation but the world. By the dawn of the twenty-first century, the population 
of the West had multiplied more than four times since 1940, and western states had transitioned from 
rural to urban, becoming the most urbanized section of the country. Massive investment, both private 
and public, in the western economy had produced regional prosperity, and the tourism industry had 
undergone massive expansion, altering the ways Americans identified with the West. In The Mobilized 
American West, 1940–2000, John M. Findlay presents a historical overview of the American West in its 
decades of modern development. During the years of U.S. mobilization for World War II and the Cold 
War, the West remained a significant, distinct region even as its development accelerated rapidly and, 
in many ways, it became better integrated into the rest of the country. By examining events and trends 
that occurred in the West, Findlay argues that a distinctive, region-wide political culture developed in 
the western states from a commitment to direct democracy, the role played by the federal government 
in owning and managing such a large amount of land, and the way different groups of westerners 
identified with and defined the region. While illustrating western distinctiveness, Findlay also aims to 
show how, in its sustaining mobilization for war, the region became tethered to the entire nation more 
than ever before, but on its own terms. Findlay presents an innovative approach to viewing the American 
West as a region distinctive of the United States, one that occasionally stood ahead of, at odds with, 
and even in defiance of the nation.

The Mobilized American West, 1940–2000
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