
US Senate, American Government Fundamentals, Legislative Branch, Senate Powers, US Government Structure

the us senate fundamentals of american government
#US Senate #American Government Fundamentals #Legislative Branch #Senate Powers #US Government Struc-
ture 

Discover the core principles of the US Senate and its integral role within the fundamentals of American 
government. This resource provides a clear overview of the legislative branch's structure, powers, and 
how it operates to shape policy, offering essential insights into the bedrock of the United States' political 
system.

Course materials cover topics from beginner to advanced levels.
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The U.S. Senate

The second entry in the civics series clearly and concisely explains how the United States Senate 
works. The U.S. Senate is the second book in the Fundamentals of American Government civics 
series, exploring the inner workings of this important part of the legislative branch. As with Selecting 
a President, this book is written for all audiences, but voiced toward high school seniors and college 
freshmen—or any citizen interested in a concise yet authoritative exploration of this representative 
entity. Written by former Senator Tom Daschle, and co-written by acclaimed journalist Charles Robbins, 
this compelling and digestible book carefully examines and explains exactly how the Senate operates. 
From its electoral process to voting procedure, historic beginnings to modern day issues—there is no 
area of this governmental body left un-revealed. Told with an insider's perspective there is not a more 
defining or easily accessible compendium detailing the U.S. Senate.

The U.S. House of Representatives

The third book in the Fundamentals of American Government civics series explores the inner workings 
of this important part of the legislative branch. As with Selecting a President and The U.S. Senate, 
this book is written for all audiences, but voiced toward high school seniors and college freshmen-or 
any citizen interested in a concise yet authoritative exploration of this representative entity. Written by 
former social policy analyst and political writer Matthew Spieler, this compelling and digestible book 
carefully examines and explains exactly how the House of Representatives operates. From its voting 
procedure to historic beginnings and modern day issues, there is no area of this governmental body 
left un-revealed.

Beyond Ideology

The congressional agenda, Frances Lee contends, includes many issues about which liberals and 
conservatives generally agree. Even over these matters, though, Democratic and Republican sen-
ators tend to fight with each other. What explains this discord? Beyond Ideology argues that many 
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partisan battles are rooted in competition for power rather than disagreement over the rightful role 
of government. The first book to systematically distinguish Senate disputes centering on ideological 
questions from the large proportion of them that do not, this volume foregrounds the role of power 
struggle in partisan conflict. Presidential leadership, for example, inherently polarizes legislators who 
can influence public opinion of the president and his party by how they handle his agenda. Senators 
also exploit good government measures and floor debate to embarrass opponents and burnish their 
own party’s image—even when the issues involved are broadly supported or low-stakes. Moreover, 
Lee contends, the congressional agenda itself amplifies conflict by increasingly focusing on issues 
that reliably differentiate the parties. With the new president pledging to stem the tide of partisan 
polarization, Beyond Ideology provides a timely taxonomy of exactly what stands in his way.

Principles of Government

Notable Early Treatise on the Principles of American Government.A revised version of Nathaniel 
Chipman's Sketches of the Principles of Government (1793), this early treatise on the underlying 
principles of American government addresses civil laws and obligations, the social state, rights of 
property, sovereignty and political power. An important early contribution to American constitutional 
law, it is also interesting for its Federalist perspective on the evolutions of political institutions from 
Washington to Jackson. Nathaniel Chipman [1752-1843] was a leading Vermont Federalist who was 
instrumental in that state's admission to the Union. He became Vermont's chief Justice and went on 
to represent Vermont in the U.S. Senate. He was also one of America's first significant legal writers. 
One of his books, the Reports and Dissertations (1793) is included in Warren's list of "the four general 
works on the Common Law... [of] permanent value in American Legal Literature." Warren, A History of 
the American Bar 335-336.

The Invention of the United States Senate

The invention of the United States Senate was the most complicated and confounding achievement of 
the Constitutional Convention. Although much has been written on various aspects of Senate history, 
this is the first book to examine and link the three central components of the Senate's creation: the 
theoretical models and institutional precedents leading up to the Constitutional Convention; the work 
of the Constitutional Convention on both the composition and powers of the Senate; and the initial 
institutionalization of the Senate from ratification through the early years of Congress. The authors 
show how theoretical principles of a properly constructed Senate interacted with political interests and 
power politics in the multidimensional struggle to construct the Senate, before, during, and after the 
convention.

Congressional Government

"For almost 30 years, political scientists have believed that the Senate would be less affected by 
partisan polarization due to the existence of a handful of moderate senators who would act as 
power brokers between the two sides, yet year after year we see partisan gridlock. Life in the Middle 
argues that the belief in the powerful, pivotal moderate neglects their electoral circumstances, and 
overestimates their legislative power. Indeed, not all senators are elected under equal circumstances 
where the modern centrist has to balance between two conflicting constituencies like Susan Collins 
in Maine, or represents a state where the opposition outnumbers their base like Joe Manchin in 
West Virginia. Using data compiled from the Congressional Record, the book examines the legislative 
behaviour of moderates and find that they seldom amend legislation to their preferences, rarely speak 
on the record, and often lose on final votes. Using unique interview data with 19 legislative directors and 
six retired centrist senators, it also finds that the behind the scenes conversations mirror the on-stage 
behaviour where centrists are not influential or viewed as pivotal by party leaders. Furthermore, 
moderates reported less satisfaction with legislative outcomes than their peers. Life in the Middle 
suggests that law-making needs to be re-evaluated as being much more variable and less reliant on 
the work of moderates and more on party leaders. Indeed, the mainstream concerns about polarization 
and its negative effects of increased gridlock and ideological legislation may be true"--

Congressional Record

You will receive access to this electronic text via email after using the shopping cart above to complete 
your purchase.



United States Senate Catalogue of Fine Art

The Committee on House Administration is pleased to present this revised book on our United States 
Government. This publication continues to be a popular introductory guide for American citizens 
and those of other countries who seek a greater understanding of our heritage of democracy. The 
question-and-answer format covers a broad range of topics dealing with the legislative, executive, 
and judicial branches of our Government as well as the electoral process and the role of political 
parties.--Foreword.

Life in the Middle

Promising Care: How We Can Rescue Health Care by Improving It collects 16 speeches given over 
a period of 10 years by Donald M. Berwick, an internationally acclaimed champion of health care 
improvement throughout the course of his long and storied career as a physician, health care educator 
and policy expert, leader of the Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI), and administrator of the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. These landmark speeches (including all of Berwick’s 
speeches delivered at IHI’s annual National Forum on Quality Improvement in Health Care from 2003 
to 2012) clearly show why our medical systems don’t reliably contribute to our overall health. As 
a remedy he offers a vision for making our systems better – safer, more effective, more efficient, 
and more humane. Each of Berwick’s compelling speeches is preceded by a brief commentary by 
a prominent figure in health care, policy, or politics who has a unique connection to that particular 
speech. Contributors include such notables as Tom Daschle, Paul Batalden, and Lord Nigel Crisp. Their 
commentaries reflect on how it felt to hear the speech in the context in which it was delivered, and 
assess its relevance in today’s health care environment. The introduction is by Maureen Bisognano, 
CEO of Institute for Healthcare Improvement, and author of Pursuing the Triple Aim. Praise for previous 
books by Don Berwick Curing Health Care: "The book is an easy and affirming read for anyone who 
is familiar with and has used the TQM teachings of Dr. Joseph M. Juran and Dr. W. Edwards Deming 
and would be a simple and informative introduction to the concepts for anyone who has been hearing 
about TQM but has no idea what it is all about and wants to know more." —Permanent Fixes (blog) 
"Donald Berwick is the most clearly heard evangelist of applying industrial methods of continuous 
quality improvement in health care." —Annals of Internal Medicine Escape Fire: "With an effective blend 
of common sense, real-life stories, persuasive metaphors, and out-of-the-box thinking, Dr. Berwick’s 
presentations make for fascinating reading for anyone interested in improving America’s $1.7 trillion 
health care system." —Piper Report "Anyone interested in change in the healthcare system would 
enjoy this book. In degree programs, the various speeches would be useful for discussion in a health 
policy readings course." —The Annals of Pharmacotherapy

Fundamentals of the U. S. Federal Republic

Congressional Pathfinders: “First” Members of Congress and How They Shaped American History 
discusses those men and women whose service in the United States Congress, as improbable as it 
was, marked a turning point in history. To be the first black American or the first woman to serve in a 
largely white, male-dominated institution requires a level of moral courage seldom found in ordinary 
people. To be openly gay, to subscribe to the Muslim faith in a nation often fearful and ignorant of Islam, 
or to navigate the hallways of power with physical disabilities is to be cognizant of one’s separateness. 
To be an “other” is to feel the stigma of that difference, and yet to persevere is to forge a path for later 
generations of others to follow. The service of these courageous men and women forever changed 
Congress and, by extension, the nation: they truly were congressional pathfinders. Nancy Pelosi, Daniel 
Inouye, Margaret Chase Smith, Shirley Chisholm, Ilhan Omar, and Hillary Clinton are among the many 
figures profiled in Congressional Pathfinders.

How Our Laws are Made

Classic Books Library presents this brand new edition of “The Federalist Papers”, a collection of 
separate essays and articles compiled in 1788 by Alexander Hamilton. Following the United States 
Declaration of Independence in 1776, the governing doctrines and policies of the States lacked cohe-
sion. “The Federalist”, as it was previously known, was constructed by American statesman Alexander 
Hamilton, and was intended to catalyse the ratification of the United States Constitution. Hamilton 
recruited fellow statesmen James Madison Jr., and John Jay to write papers for the compendium, 
and the three are known as some of the Founding Fathers of the United States. Alexander Hamilton 
(c. 1755–1804) was an American lawyer, journalist and highly influential government official. He also 



served as a Senior Officer in the Army between 1799-1800 and founded the Federalist Party, the 
system that governed the nation’s finances. His contributions to the Constitution and leadership made 
a significant and lasting impact on the early development of the nation of the United States.

Our American Government

Under the Constitution of the United States, those with political ambitions who aspire to serve in 
the federal government must be at least twenty-five to qualify for membership in the House of 
Representatives, thirty to run for the Senate, and thirty-five to become president. What is the justification 
for these age thresholds, and is it time to consider changing them? In this provocative and lively book, 
John Seery presents the case for a constitutional amendment to lower the age barrier to eighteen, 
the same age at which citizens become eligible to vote. He divides his argument into three sections. 
In a historical chapter, he traces the way in which the age qualifications became incorporated in the 
Constitution in the first place. In a theoretical chapter, he analyzes the normative arguments for office 
eligibility as a democratic right and liberty. And in a political chapter, he ruminates about the real-world 
consequences of passing such an amendment and the prospects for its passage. Finally, in a postscript, 
he argues that younger citizens in particular ought to be exposed to this fundamental issue in civics.

Promising Care

Rafshoon, Bianca Rowlett, Sarah B. Rowley, Ana Stevenson, Barbara Winslow, Judy Tzu-Chun Wu, 
Nancy Beck Young

The American Commonwealth

Winner of the Society for History in the Federal Government's George Pendleton Prize for 2013 The 
United States Senate has fallen on hard times. Once known as the greatest deliberative body in the 
world, it now has a reputation as a partisan, dysfunctional chamber. What happened to the house that 
forged American history's great compromises? In this groundbreaking work, a distinguished journalist 
and an eminent historian provide an insider's history of the United States Senate. Richard A. Baker, 
historian emeritus of the Senate, and Neil MacNeil, former chief congressional correspondent for Time 
magazine, integrate nearly a century of combined experience on Capitol Hill with deep research and 
state-of-the-art scholarship. They explore the Senate's historical evolution with one eye on persistent 
structural pressures and the other on recent transformations. Here, for example, are the Senate's 
struggles with the presidency--from George Washington's first, disastrous visit to the chamber on 
August 22, 1789, through now-forgotten conflicts with Presidents Garfield and Cleveland, to current war 
powers disputes. The authors also explore the Senate's potent investigative power, and show how it 
began with an inquiry into John Brown's raid on Harpers Ferry in 1859. It took flight with committees on 
the conduct of the Civil War, Reconstruction, and World War II; and it gained a high profile with Joseph 
McCarthy's rampage against communism, Estes Kefauver's organized-crime hearings (the first to be 
broadcast), and its Watergate investigation. Within the book are surprises as well. For example, the 
office of majority leader first acquired real power in 1952--not with Lyndon Johnson, but with Republican 
Robert Taft. Johnson accelerated the trend, tampering with the sacred principle of seniority in order to 
control issues such as committee assignments. Rampant filibustering, the authors find, was the ironic 
result of the passage of 1960s civil rights legislation. No longer stigmatized as a white-supremacist 
tool, its use became routine, especially as the Senate became more partisan in the 1970s. Thoughtful 
and incisive, The American Senate: An Insider's History transforms our understanding of Congress's 
upper house.

Congressional Pathfinders

This collection examines the strategic behavior of key players in American politics from the Founding 
Fathers to the Super PACs, by showing that political actors, though motivated by their own interests, 
are governed by the Constitution, the law, and institutional rules, as well as influenced by the strategies 
of others.

The Federalist Papers

In the modern Congress, one of the highest hurdles for major bills or nominations is gaining the sixty 
votes necessary to shut off a filibuster in the Senate. But this wasn’t always the case. Both citizens and 
scholars tend to think of the legislative process as a game played by the rules in which votes are the 



critical commodity—the side that has the most votes wins. In this comprehensive volume,Gregory Koger 
shows, on the contrary, that filibustering is a game with slippery rules in which legislators who think fast 
and try hard can triumph over superior numbers. Filibustering explains how and why obstruction has 
been institutionalized in the U.S. Senate over the last fifty years, and how this transformation affects 
politics and policymaking. Koger also traces the lively history of filibustering in the U.S. House during 
the nineteenth century and measures the effects of filibustering—bills killed, compromises struck, and 
new issues raised by obstruction. Unparalleled in the depth of its theory and its combination of historical 
and political analysis, Filibustering will be the definitive study of its subject for years to come.

Too Young to Run?

American Government 3e aligns with the topics and objectives of many government courses. Faculty 
involved in the project have endeavored to make government workings, issues, debates, and impacts 
meaningful and memorable to students while maintaining the conceptual coverage and rigor inherent in 
the subject. With this objective in mind, the content of this textbook has been developed and arranged 
to provide a logical progression from the fundamental principles of institutional design at the founding, 
to avenues of political participation, to thorough coverage of the political structures that constitute 
American government. The book builds upon what students have already learned and emphasizes 
connections between topics as well as between theory and applications. The goal of each section is 
to enable students not just to recognize concepts, but to work with them in ways that will be useful in 
later courses, future careers, and as engaged citizens.

Suffrage at 100

American Government: In the United States, the government gets its power to govern from the people. 
We have a government of the people, by the people, and for the people. Citizens in the United States 
shape their government and its policies, so they must learn about important public issues and get 
involved in their communities. Learning about American government helps you understand your rights 
and responsibilities and allows you to fully participate in the American political process. The Founders of 
this country decided that the United States should be a representative democracy. They wanted a nation 
ruled by laws, not by men. In a representative democracy, the people choose officials to make laws and 
represent their views and concerns in government. This book will help you understand the principles 
of American democracy, the U.S. system of government, and the important rights and responsibilities 
of U.S. citizenship. -- page 1.

Higher Education Amendments of 1979

This new Liberty Fund edition of James McClellan's classic work on the quest for liberty, order, and 
justice in England and America includes the author's revisions to the original edition published in 1989 
by the Center for Judicial Studies. Unlike most textbooks in American Government, Liberty, Order, and 
Justice seeks to familiarize the student with the basic principles of the Constitution, and to explain 
their origin, meaning, and purpose. Particular emphasis is placed on federalism and the separation of 
powers. These features of the book, together with its extensive and unique historical illustrations, make 
this new edition of Liberty, Order, and Justice especially suitable for introductory classes in American 
Government and for high school students in advanced placement courses.

The American Senate

Two Treatises of Government by John Locke. Suggested reading for Randolph High School Summer 
Reading.

The American Senate

With a new afterword on the 2016 election Trent Lott and Tom Daschle, two of the most prominent 
senators of recent time, served as leaders of their respective parties from the 1990s to the current 
century. Their congressional tenure saw the Reagan tax cuts, the Clinton impeachment, 9/11, and the 
Iraq War. Despite stark ideological differences, the two have always maintained a positive working 
relationship--even a warm friendship--the kind that in today's hyper-partisan climate has become 
unthinkable. In Crisis Point, Lott and Daschle come together to sound an alarm on the current 
polarization that has made governing all but impossible; never before has faith in government been so 
dismally low. The senators itemize damaging forces--the permanent campaign, unprecedented money, 



the 24/7 news cycle--and offer practical recommendations, pointing the way forward. Most crucially, they 
recall the American people, especially our leaders, to the principles enshrined in the Constitution, and 
to the necessity of debate but also the imperative of compromise--which will take vision and courage 
to bring back. Illustrated with personal stories from their eminent careers and events cited from deeper 
in American history, Crisis Point is an invaluable work--one of conscience as well as duty, written with 
passion and eloquence by two men who have dedicated their lives to public service and share the 
conviction that all is far from lost.

Principles and Practice of American Politics: Classic and Contemporary Readings, 5th Edition

This textbook examines how health departments conduct their business and develop new programs, 
what techniques they use to hire and discipline employees, and the role of the media in public health. 
Each of the 35 chapters begins with a case study that illustrates data management, local government, 
organizational behavior, salary, union relation, bu

Filibustering

With an avalanche of scholarship on the House, it can be tough to balance out coverage in a typical 
Congress course with appropriate readings on the "slow institution." Offering top-notch research geared 
to an undergraduate audience, Loomis' new edited volume represents a broad picture of the contem-
porary Senate and how it came to be. While addressing issues of delay, obstruction, and polarization 
in a variety of ways, the scholars in this collection are not proposing a reform agenda, but instead, 
explore the historical and political contexts for how difficult it can be to change a non-majoritarian, highly 
individualistic institution. Students will come away from these chapters with a much greater appreciation 
of the Senate's unique combination of tradition, precedent, and constitutional mandate.

American Government 3e

A unique text designed specifically for use throughout the associate degree nursing (ADN) curriculum, 
[this volume] provides students with a solid foundation for administering nursing care in the community. 
[It] provide[s] an overview of the health care system, an introduction to the epidemiology of health and 
illness, and an exploration of the factors that influence the health and care of individuals and families 
living in the community.-Back cover.

Learn About the United States: Quick Civics Lessons for the Naturalization Test (Revised February, 
2019)

Winner of: 2014 Christopher Award, Books for Young People 2014 ILA Primary Fiction Award 2015 
MLA Mitten Award Honor Human Rights in Children's Literature Honor With humor and warmth, this 
children's picture book raises awareness about poverty and hunger Best friends Sofia and Maddi live 
in the same neighborhood, go to the same school, and play in the same park, but while Sofia's fridge 
at home is full of nutritious food, the fridge at Maddi's house is empty. Sofia learns that Maddi's family 
doesn't have enough money to fill their fridge and promises Maddi she'll keep this discovery a secret. 
But because Sofia wants to help her friend, she's faced with a difficult decision: to keep her promise 
or tell her parents about Maddi's empty fridge. Filled with colorful artwork, this storybook addresses 
issues of poverty with honesty and sensitivity while instilling important lessons in friendship, empathy, 
trust, and helping others. A call to action section, with six effective ways for children to help fight hunger 
and information on antihunger groups, is also included.

Liberty, Order, and Justice

This work argues for the importance of Arthur H. Vandenberg's role in America's conversion to a new 
status in the world, placing Vandenberg's name alongside other influential figures such as George 
Kennan, Dean Acheson, and John Foster Dulles. Vandenberg was a public man, well aware of his 
importance to his community, party, and nation. As co-secretary of state, he played a major role in 
bringing the Republican Party into a bipartisan relationship with the Truman administration. As chairman 
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in 1947 and 1948 and as ranking Republican on that 
committee in 1949, Vandenberg was arguably the key factor in moving the nation from its isolationist 
past to an internationalist future.



Memorial Services Held in the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, Together 
with Remarks Presented in Eulogy of Alben William Barkley, Late a Senator from Kentucky

No legislature in the world has a greater influence over its nation's public affairs than the US Congress. 
The Congress's centrality in the US system of government has placed research on Congress at the 
heart of scholarship on American politics. Generations of American government scholars working in 
a wide range of methodological traditions have focused their analysis on understanding Congress, 
both as a lawmaking and a representative institution. The purpose of this volume is to take stock of 
this impressive and diverse literature, identifying areas of accomplishment and promising directions 
for future work. The editors have commissioned 37 chapters by leading scholars in the field, each 
chapter critically engages the scholarship focusing on a particular aspect of congressional politics, 
including the institution's responsiveness to the American public, its procedures and capacities for 
policymaking, its internal procedures and development, relationships between the branches of gov-
ernment, and the scholarly methodologies for approaching these topics. The Handbook also includes 
chapters addressing timely questions, including partisan polarization, congressional war powers, and 
the supermajoritarian procedures of the contemporary Senate. Beyond simply bringing readers up to 
speed on the current state of research, the volume offers critical assessments of how each literature 
has progressed - or failed to progress - in recent decades. The chapters identify the major questions 
posed by each line of research and assess the degree to which the answers developed in the literature 
are persuasive. The goal is not simply to tell us where we have been as a field, but to set an agenda 
for research on Congress for the next decade. The Oxford Handbooks of American Politics are a set 
of reference books offering authoritative and engaging critical overviews of the state of scholarship 
on American politics. Each volume focuses on a particular aspect of the field. The project is under the 
General Editorship of George C. Edwards III, and distinguished specialists in their respective fields edit 
each volume. The Handbooks aim not just to report on the discipline, but also to shape it as scholars 
critically assess the scholarship on a topic and propose directions in which it needs to move. The series 
is an indispensable reference for anyone working in American politics. General Editor for The Oxford 
Handbooks of American Politics: George C. Edwards III

Two Treatises of Government

In The Historical Foundations of World Order: the Tower and the Arena, Douglas M. Johnston has 
drawn on a 45 year career as one of the world’s most prolific academics in the development of 
international law and public policy and 5 years of exhaustive research to produce a comprehensive and 
highly nuanced examination of the historical precursors, intellectual developments, and philosophical 
frameworks that have guided the progress of world order through recorded history and across the 
globe, from pre-classical antiquity to the present day. By illuminating the personalities and identifying 
the controversies behind the great advancements in international legal thought and weaving this into 
the context of more conventionally known history, Johnston presents a unique understanding of how 
peoples and nations have sought regularity, justice and order across the ages. This book will appeal to 
a wide spectrum of readers, from lawyers interested in the historical background of familiar concepts, 
to curriculum developers for law schools and history faculties, to general interest readers wanting a 
wider perspective on the history of civilization. Winner 2009 ASIL Certificate of Merit for a Preeminent 
Contribution to Creative Scholarship

Congressional Record

The Last Great Senate is a narrative history of the Senate from 1977 through 1980, the closing years of 
the progressive Senate of the 1960s and 1970s which compiled a record of accomplishment unmatched 
in the country’s history. The book recounts legislative battles which present remarkable case studies 
of the lawmaking process in action.

Report of the Secretary of the Senate
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