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Delve into the controversial world of Octave Mirbeau's 'The Torture Garden,' a quintessential classic of 
French literature, often described as a 'New Travellers Companion' for its provocative journey. This dark 
and philosophical novel explores the depths of human cruelty, pleasure, and the unsettling aspects of 
fin-de-siècle society, challenging conventional morality through its vivid and often disturbing narrative. 
It remains a powerful and influential work of decadent fiction.
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Torture Garden

The Torture Garden is a novel written by the French journalist, novelist, and playwright Octave Mirbeau. 
It was first published in 1899 during the Dreyfus affair. This book is an allegory on the hypocrisy 
of European civilization. It presents strong criticism of bloody French and British colonialism and a 
ferocious attack on what Mirbeau saw as the corrupt morality of bourgeois capitalist society and the 
state, which he believed were based on murder.

The Torture Garden (Complete and Unexpurgated)

A modern translation of Le Jardin des Supplices.

Torture Garden

Novel. "This hideously decadent fin-de-siecle novel by the French anarchist Mirbeau has become an 
underground classic... There are satirical and allegorical dimensions, but it remains irreducibly horrible" 
(The Sunday Times). First published in 1898, the decadent classic Oscar Wilde recommended as 
"revolting...a sort of grey adder" is available in a new edition from Dedalus, translated by Michael 
Richardson and with an introduction by Brian Stableford. The century that has passed since its first 
publication has done nothing to tame the book that, in Anne Billson's words, "flays civilised society 
down to its hypocritical bones and is le dernier cri in kinky eroticism."

Celestine

Mirbeau's elegant satire of French society in the wake of the Drefus affair. Celestine is an innocent girl 
who loses her father to a boating accident and, over time, her dignity to the wealthy men who employ 
her. Still she soldiers on, obtaining at times a measure of revenge on the wealthy and powerful. By the 
author of Torture Garden.
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"A century after its first publication, this book is still capable of shocking. The opening satire is probably 
meaningful only to scholars of French political history, but the subsequent journey into the Far East 
accentuates connections between love and death, sex and depravity, fastidiousness and pleasure. And 
the petty, parochial corruptions of the narrator are put into context by the immersion into the Sadeian 
world of the Torture Garden." The Times 'This hideously decadent fin de siecle novel by the French 
anarchist Mirbeau has become an underground classic. A cynical first half exposes the rottenness 
of politics, commerce and the petit bourgeois; in the second half, our totally corrupt narrator travels 
to China and meets the extraordinary Clara. She shows him the Torture Garden, a place of exotic 
flowers and baroque sadism. There are satirical and allegorical dimensions, but it remains irreducibly 
horrible.' Phil Baker in The Sunday Times 'First published in 1899, the same year as Conrad's Heart 
of Darkness(which, in a sado-masochistic way, it mirrors), this short tale takes place in a Far Eastern 
garden in which torture is practised as an art form. Amidst exquisite flowers and gorgeous fauna, bodies 
are sliced, flayed and prised open with sumptuous artisanal skill, the whole scene rendered in prose 
as visceral and tender as the action it describes. When the staid realist novels of the mid-20th century 
have been consigned to the oblivion they so richly deserve, this text will be remembered as a classic.' 
Tom McCarthy in Esquire

Torture Garden

About Le Jardin des Supplices Le Jardin des Supplices, or The Torture Garden, is a novel written by 
the French journalist, novelist and playwright Octave Mirbeau, and was first published in 1899 during 
the Dreyfus affair. He dedicates the novel "To the priests, the soldiers, the judges, to those people 
who educate, instruct and govern men, I dedicate these pages of Murder and Blood." The Torture 
Garden is considered to be exceptional for its detailed descriptions of sexual euphoria and exquisite 
torture, its political critique of government corruption and bureaucracy, and its revolutionary portrait of 
a woman, which challenges even contemporary models of feminine authority. A unique and original 
literary classic.

Le Jardin Des Supplices

Le jardin des supplices by Octave Mirbeau

Le Jardin Des Supplices

Le jardin des supplices by Octave Mirbeau

The Garden of Tortures

Focusing on the developments which led to the imposition of a Communist-dominated government 
in Romania (Fall 1944-March 1945), and based on comprehensive archival information, Romania's 
Communist Takeover is the first analysis made from the Romanian perspective.

Le Jardin Des Supplices

Mintie's progress through life is a descent into Hell, a plumbing of the lower depths, the martyrdom of 
a godless man in a godless age. The publication of Le Calvaire in 1886 marked a brilliant beginning 
for the Angry Young Man of the Age, who went on to flay the Establishment in Torture Garden and The 
Diary of a Chambermaid.



Le Jardin Des Supplices

Octave Mirbeau (1848-1917) was a French journalist, art critic, pamphleteer, novelist, and playwright, 
who achieved celebrity in Europe and great success among the public, while still appealing to the 
literary and artistic avant-garde. His work has been translated into thirty languages. After authoring 
ten ghostwritten novels, he made his own literary debut with Le Calvaire (Calvary, 1886), in which 
writing allowed him to overcome the traumatic effects of his devastating liaison with the ill-reputed 
Judith Vimmer, renamed Juliette Roux in the novel. In 1888, He published L Abb Jules (Abb Jules), 
the first pre-Freudian novel written under the influence of Dostoyevsky to appear in French literature; 
the text featured two main interesting characters: l abb Jules and Father Pamphile. In Sbastien Roch 
(1890), Mirbeau purged the traumatic effects of his experience as a student during his sojourn among 
the Jesuits of Vannes. His other works include: Dans le Ciel (1893) (In the Sky), Le Jardin des Supplices 
(1899) (Torture Garden) and Le Journal d une Femme de Chambre (1900) (A Chambermaid s Diary).

Abbé Jules

Clara is a sadist and hysteric, who delights in witnessing flayings, crucifixions and numerous tortures, 
all done in beautifully laid out and groomed gardens, and explaining the beauty of torture to her 
companion—the narrator. Her hysterical orgasm and resulting exhaustionis a curious exploration of 
pain and pleasure and made this novel a trulyerotic BDSM masterpiece! Excerpt: "One evening some 
friends were gathered at the home of one of our most celebrated writers. Having dined sumptuously, 
they were discussing murder—apropos of what, I no longer remember probably apropos of nothing. 
Only men were present: moralists, poets, philosophers and doctors—thus everyone could speak freely, 
according to his whim, his hobby or his idiosyncrasies, without fear of suddenly seeing that expression 
of horror and fear which the least startling idea traces upon the horrified face of a notary. I—say notary, 
much as I might have said lawyer or porter, not disdainfully, of course, but in order to define the average 
French mind..."

Le Calvaire

Le Calvaire is a thinly veiled autobiographical novel, which recounts the tortured and traumatic coming 
of age of the narrator Jean Mintie. It paints a nightmarish picture of late nineteenth century French 
society: from the stultifying boredom of bourgeois provincialism, to the horrors of the Franco-Prussian 
war, the grotesque avarice of shameless women and the moral bankruptcy of their compliant victims. 
Mintie's progress through life is a descent into Hell, a plumbing of the lower depths, the martyrdom of 
a godless man in a godless age. The publication of Le Calvaire in 1886 marked a brilliant beginning 
for the Angry Young Man of the Age, who went on to flay the Establishment in Torture Garden and The 
Diary of a Chambermaid.

Calvary

After her parentsý bitter divorce, young Maisie Farange finds herself shuttled between her selfish mother 
and vain father, who value her only as a means for provoking each other. Maisie ý solitary, observant 
and wise beyond her years ý is drawn into an increasingly entangled adult world of intrigue and sexual 
betrayal, until she is finally compelled to choose her own future. What Maisie Knew is a subtle yet 
devastating portrayal of an innocent adrift in a corrupt society. Part of a relaunch of three James titles.

The Torture Garden

Hailed as the novel that reinvented cyberpunk, The 30th Anniversary edition of Jeff Noon's award 
winning cult classic, Vurt. Scribble and his gang, the Stash Riders, haunt the streets of an alternate 
Manchester, chasing the immersive highs that come from Vurt Feathers. Place a feather in your mouth 
and it takes you to the Vurt: another place, a trip, a shared reality of all our dreams and mythologies. 
Different coloured feathers provide different experiences, but Scribble is searching for his lost love 
and only one feather offers the hope of finding her. It’s the ultimate feather, it may not even exist at 
all: Curious Yellow. But as the Game Cat says, “Be careful, be very careful. This ride is not for the 
weak.” First published in 1993, Jeff Noon’s extraordinary, influential, award-winning novel transcended 
SF boundaries and resisted categorization. Alluding to noir and surrealism alike, it was defiantly its 
own thing and remains so thirty years later. File Under: Fantasy [ Curious Yellow | Urban Wonderland 
| Game Cat | Living on the Dub Side ]



Le Calvaire

There but for the is the sparkling satirical novel by bestselling Ali Smith 'There once was a man who, 
one night between the main course and the sweet at a dinner party, went upstairs and locked himself 
in one of the bedrooms of the house of the people who were giving the dinner party . . .' As time passes 
by and the consequences of this stranger's actions ripple outwards, touching the owners, the guests, 
the neighbours and the whole country, so Ali Smith draws us into a beautiful, strange place where 
everyone is so much more than they at first appear. There but for the was hailed as one of the best 
books of 2011 by Jeanette Winterson, A.S. Byatt, Patrick Ness, Sebastian Barry, Boyd Tonkin, Erica 
Wagner and Nick Barley. 'Dazzlingly inventive' A.S. Byatt 'Whimsically devastating. Playful, humorous, 
serious, profoundly clever and profoundly affecting' Guardian 'A real gem' Erica Wagner, The Times 
'Eccentric, adventurous, intoxicating, dazzling. This is a novel with serious ambitions that remains huge 
fun to read' Literary Review 'If you liked Smith's earlier fiction, you will know that she enjoys setting up a 
situation before chucking in a literary Molotov cocktail then describing what happens' Sunday Express 
'Wonderful, word-playful, compelling' Jeanette Winterson 'Smith can make anything happen, which is 
why she is one of our most exciting writers today' Daily Telegraph 'I take my hat off to Ali Smith. Her 
writing lifts the soul' Evening Standard

New York Times Saturday Review of Books and Art

INTRODUCED BY SARAH WATERS 'Every one of her books is a treat and this is my favourite, because 
of its wonderful cast of characters, and because of the deftness with which Taylor's narrative moves 
between them ... A wonderful writer' SARAH WATERS In the faded coastal village of Newby, everyone 
looks out for - and in on - each other, and beneath the deceptively sleepy exterior, passions run high. 
Beautiful divorcee Tory is secretly involved with her neighbour, Robert, while his wife Beth, Tory's best 
friend, is consumed by the worlds she creates in her novels, oblivious to the relationship developing next 
door. Their daughter Prudence is aware, however, and is appalled by the treachery she observes. Mrs 
Bracey, an invalid whose grasp on life is slipping, forever peers from her window, constantly prodding 
her daughters for news of the outside world. And Lily Wilson, a lonely young widow, is frightened of her 
own home. Into their lives steps Bertram, a retired naval officer with the unfortunate capacity to inflict 
lasting damage while trying to do good. 'Her stories remain with one, indelibly, as though they had been 
some turning-point in one's own experience' - ELIZABETH BOWEN 'Always intelligent, often subversive 
and never dull, Elizabeth Taylor is the thinking person's dangerous housewife. Her sophisticated prose 
combines elegance, icy wit and freshness in a stimulating cocktail' - VALERIE MARTIN 'A magnificent 
and underrated mid-20th-century writer, the missing link between Jane Austen and John Updike' - 
DAVID BADDIEL

The New York Times Book Review Index, 1896-1970: Author index

The brilliant new novel about contemporary London gangland crime by the hugely well reviewed author 
of THE PARADISE TRAIL. Britain's best known gangster, Charlie Hook, wants to tell his life story and 
chooses crime reporter Laurie Lane as his reluctant ghost. But the next day Hook is dead, his blood and 
hair on the walls of his north London mansion. Who has killed the last of the London Godfathers, the 
man who used to be a driver for the Kray twins? Laurie is having his own problems - he's suspected of 
fiddling his expenses and his country singer wife has left him for an older man - but he needs to find the 
killer to keep his job. Could it be a Russian businessman with a love of Scottish poetry and something 
dodgy in his Hampstead garden?

Saturday Review of Literature

The long-awaited sequel to Wolf Hall and Bring Up the Bodies, the stunning conclusion to Hilary 
Mantel’s Man Booker Prize-winning Wolf Hall trilogy.

What Maisie Knew

From the bestselling author of Killing Me Softly and Beneath the Skin comes a stunning new novel of 
psychological suspense.

Vurt

Following his English edition of Alma Mahler-Werfel's Diaries 1898-1902, Antony Beaumont presents 
both the first comprehensive biography of the composer and conductor Alexander Zemlinsky 



(1871-1942) and a critical assessment of his works. "Zemlinsky--all hail to you!" wrote the young Alma. 
"All hail to you and your art." When she first met him, Zemlinsky was the most promising Viennese 
composer of his generation. In 1901, when Alma abruptly ended their passionate love affair in order 
to marry Gustav Mahler, the crisis served to transform Zemlinsky's talent into mastery. Only long after 
his death, however, did his music begin to receive its due. Zemlinsky was central to the musical life 
of Vienna and Central Europe, and this brilliant biography illuminates a social and cultural milieu that 
disappeared forever with the triumph of Hitler's Reich. The author details the composer's early years 
as a protégé of Brahms and Mahler, his complex friendship with his brother-in-law Arnold Schoenberg, 
the influence of his teaching on the boy-prodigy Erich Korngold, his kindly and helpful attitude toward 
the hypersensitive Anton Webern, and his heartfelt friendship with Alban Berg. Zemlinsky was one of 
the leading conductors of the interwar period, considered by both Schoenberg and Stravinsky the finest 
they had ever heard. The author charts Zemlinsky's career from Vienna to Berlin, St. Petersburg, and 
Prague, providing insight into his Catholic-Sephardic background and investigating his keen interest 
in esoteric aspects of music, including color symbolism and numerology. The author's analyses of 
Zemlinsky's major scores are accessible and fully contextualized.

The New York Times Book Review

Important American periodical dating back to 1850.

There but for the

“I started writing books about and for my friend George Miles because whenever I would speak about 
him honestly like I am doing now I felt a complicated agony beneath my words that talking openly can’t 
handle.” For most of his life, Dennis Cooper believed the person he had loved the most and would 
always love above all others was George Miles. In his first novel in ten years, Dennis Cooper writes 
about George Miles, love, loss, addiction, suicide, and how fiction can capture these things, and how 
it fails to capture them. Candid and powerful, I Wished is a radical work of shifting forms. It includes 
appearances by Santa Claus, land artist James Turrell, sentient prairie dogs, John Wayne Gacy, Nick 
Drake, and George, the muse for Cooper’s acclaimed novels Closer, Frisk, Try, Guide, and Period, 
collectively known as “The George Miles Cycle.” In revisiting the inspiration for the Cycle, Dennis has 
written a masterwork: the most raw, personal, and haunted book of his career.

A View Of The Harbour

This is the history of an unprecedented deception operation - the biggest KGB deception of all time. 
It has never been told in full until now. There are almost certainly people who would like it never to 
be told. It is the story of General Alexander Orlov. Stalin's most loyal and trusted henchman during the 
Spanish Civil War, Orlov was also the Soviet handler controlling Kim Philby, the British spy, defector, and 
member of the notorious 'Cambridge Five'. Escaping Stalin's purges, Orlov fled to America in the late 
1930s and lived underground. He only dared reveal his identity to the world after Stalin's death, in his 
1953 best-seller The Secret History of Stalin's Crimes, after which he became perhaps the best known 
of all Soviet defectors, much written about, highly praised, and commemorated by the US Congress on 
his death in 1973. But there is a twist in the Orlov story beyond the dreams of even the most ingenious 
spy novelist: 'General Alexander Orlov' never actually existed. The man known as 'Orlov' was in fact 
born Leiba Feldbin. And while he was a loyal servant of Stalin and the controller of Philby, he was never 
a General in the KGB, never truly defected to the West after his 'flight' from the USSR, and remained 
a loyal Soviet agent until his death. The 'Orlov' story as it has been accepted until now was largely the 
invention of the KGB - and one perpetuated long after the end of the Cold War. In this meticulous new 
biography, Boris Volodarsky, himself a former Soviet intelligence officer, now tells the true story behind 
'Orlov' for the first time. An intriguing tale of Russian espionage and deception, stretching from the time 
of Lenin to the Putin era, it is a story that many people in the world's intelligence agencies would almost 
definitely prefer you not to know about.

If It Bleeds

Shoes, gloves, umbrellas, cigars that are not just objects—the topic of fetishism seems both bizarre 
and inevitable. In this venturesome and provocative book, Emily Apter offers a fresh account of 
the complex relationship between representation and sexual obsession in turn-of-the-century French 
culture. Analyzing works by authors in the naturalist and realist traditions as well as making use of 
documents from a contemporary medical archive, she considers fetishism as a cultural artifact and as 



a subgenre of realist fiction. Apter traces the web of connections among fin-de-siècle representations 
of perversion, the fiction of pathology, and the literary case history. She explores in particular the theme 
of "female fetishism" in the context of the feminine culture of mourning, collecting, and dressing.

The Mirror and the Light (The Wolf Hall Trilogy, Book 3)

Revealing Art is a stimulating and lucid book about why art is important and the role of the imagination 
in art, illustrated with colour and black-and-white plates of examples from Michaelangelo to Matisse 
and from Poussin to Pollock.

Catch Me When I Fall

"The Diary of Dr. John William Polidori, 1816" by John William Polidori. Published by Good Press. Good 
Press publishes a wide range of titles that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & 
literary fiction and non-fiction to forgotten�or yet undiscovered gems�of world literature, we issue the 
books that need to be read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to 
boost readability for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly 
and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.

Weird Women

In all of his travels Captain Jean-Luc Picard has never faced an opponent more powerful than Q, a being 
from another continuum that Picard encountered on his very first mission as Captain of the Starship 
EnterpriseTM. In the years since, Q has returned again and again to harass Picard and his crew. 
Sometimes dangerous, sometimes merely obnoxious, Q has always been mysterious and seemingly 
all-powerful. But this time, when Q appears, he comes to Picard for help. Apparently another member 
of the Q continuum has tapped into an awesome power source that makes this being more powerful 
than the combined might of the entire Q continuum. This renegade Q is named Trelane, also known as 
the Squire of Gothos, who Captain Kirk and his crew first encountered over one hundred years ago. 
Q explains that, armed with this incredible power, Trelane has become unspeakably dangerous. Now 
Picard must get involved in an awesome struggle between super beings. And this time the stakes are 
not just Picard's ship, or the galaxy, or even the universe, this time the stakes are all of creation.

John Zorn

Set in mid-nineteenth century America, Dolly's story is of the fight against slavery in the deep south, 
and her own struggle against exploitation by men both enslaved and free. She eventually finds the love 
she has searched for in the virile person of Captain Franklin.

Harper's Magazine

The Atlantic Monthly
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