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Explore the profound spiritual path of Sufism, a mystical dimension deeply embedded within the
broader Islamic tradition. This rich practice, often referred to as Islamic mysticism, emphasizes divine
love, inner purification, and a direct experience of God, offering unique teachings that enhance
spirituality in Islam.
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Sufism and the Islamic Tradition

A great religious teacher of the 18th century, Shah Waliullah of Delhi distinguished himself as a major
thinker from the age of 15. He helped to revive the Islamic consciousness by "channeling the streams
of the Sufi spiritual heritage into traditional Islam” (Professor Aziz Ahmed, Toronto) and returned to the
essentials of Sufi experience in order to show that, essentially, Sufism is one discipline. He showed, for
instance, that the long-standing assumption that Sufi doctrine was divided between Apparentism and
Unity of Being was a difference of expression alone, the latter doctrine (of Ibn Arabi) being seen as
merely a less-advanced stage of projection. Many of the subjects dealt with by him in these two treatises
are closely studied today. These include stages of being, the perceptive faculty, the relation of the
abstract with the universe, the universal soul and the souls of man, after death, essence, miracles, the
scope of man, the soul of the perfect, universal order, source of manifestation, and the transformation
of mystics from quality to quality.

Recognizing Sufism

Sufism is all too often associated just with 'mysticism’ in the West. The author of this new textbook, a
former pupil of Annemarie Schimmel, suggests that conflating Sufism and mysticism is only partially
valid. He shows that the vast majority of Sufi practice, both historically and in the contemporary world,
has little or nothing to do with a esoteric transcendence but is rather focused on contemplative activity.
Such practice might involve art, music, devotional shrine visitation - even politics and psychology.
Placing Sufism in a wider Islamic contemplative context enables Arthur F Buehler to examine Sufi
history, as well as current application, against a backdrop that is richer and more inclusive than that
portrayed in many competing introductory surveys. Discussing the origins of Sufism; the development
of Sufi lineages (via three founder figures); Sufi lodges and the role of Sufism in colonial resistance; Sufi
poetry; Sufi shrines, and Sufism in the West, the author rescues his topic from the idea that it means
only union with the divine. In this original new treatment, Sufism emerges as complex and multi-layered.

Sufism

The Sufis are as diverse as the countries in which they've flourished—from Morocco to India to
China—and as varied as their distinctive forms of art, music, poetry, and dance. They are said to
represent the mystical heart of Islam, yet the term Sufism is notoriously difficult to define, as it means
different things to different people both within and outside the tradition. With that fact in mind, Carl Ernst
explores the broadest range of Sufi philosophies and practices to provide one of the most complete
and comprehensive introductions to Sufism available in English. He traces the history of the movement
from the earliest days of Islam to the present day, along the way examining its relationship to the larger
world of Islam and its encounters with both fundamentalism and secularism in the modern world.

The Garden of Truth
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The headlines are filled with the politics of Islam, but there is another side to the world's fastest-growing
religion. Sufism is the poetry and mysticism of Islam. This mystical movement from the early ninth
century rejects worship motivated by the desire for heavenly reward or the fear of punishment, insisting
rather on the love of God as the only valid form of adoration. Sufism has made significant contributions
to Islamic civilization in music and philosophy, dance and literature. The Sufi poet Rumi is the bestselling
poetin America. Butin recent centuries Sufism has been a target for some extremist Islamic movements
as well as many modernists. The Garden of Truth presents the beliefs and vision of the mystical heart of
Islam, along with a history of Sufi saints and schools of thought. In a world threatened by religious wars,
depleting natural resources, a crumbling ecosystem, and alienation and isolation, what has happened
to our humanity? Who are we and what are we doing here? The Sufi path offers a journey toward truth,
to a knowledge that transcends our mundane concerns, selfish desires, and fears. In Sufism we find a
wisdom that brings peace and a relationship with God that nurtures the best in us and in others. Noted
scholar Seyyed Hossein Nasr helps you learn the secret wisdom tradition of Islam and enter what the
ancient mystics call the "garden of truth.” Here, liberate your mind, experience peace, discover your
purpose, fall in love with the Divine, and find your true, best self.

Contemporary Sufism

What is Sufism? Contemporary views vary tremendously, even among Sufis themselves. Contemporary
Sufism: Piety, Politics, and Popular Culture brings to light the religious frameworks that shape the
views of Sufism’s friends, adversaries, admirers, and detractors and, in the process, helps readers
better understand the diversity of contemporary Sufism, the pressures and cultural openings to which
it responds, and the many divergent opinions about contemporary Sufism’s relationship to Islam. The
three main themes: piety, politics, and popular culture are explored in relation to the Islamic and Western
contexts that shape them, as well as to the historical conditions that frame contemporary debates.
This book is split into three parts: « Sufism and anti-Sufism in contemporary contexts; « Contemporary
Sufism in the West: Poetic influences and popular manifestations; « Gendering Sufism: Tradition and
transformation. This book will fascinate anyone interested in the challenges of contemporary Sufism
as well as its relationship to Islam, gender, and the West. It offers an ideal starting point from which
undergraduate and postgraduate students, teachers and lecturers can explore Sufism today.

Sufism

Sufism is one of the most ancient and widespread Islamic movements. A broad term, it is used to refer
to a mystical and inward approach to faith. However, some Sufi groups have also had a significant
impact on political or social developments in the Islamic world. This book discusses Sufism in virtually
all regions of the Islamic world. Notable Sufi orders throughout history are described with a focus on
their history, leaders, and distinguishing features. The relationship between Sufism and pre-Islamic
traditions as well as other religions is also explored. This book is part of a series of translations

from the Encyclopaedia of the World of Islam (EWI) which was originally compiled in Persian. Other
entries from this encyclopaedia which are available in English include Hadith, Hawza-yi ‘llmiyya, History
and Historiography, Muslim Organisations, Political Parties, Qur'anic Exegeses, and Education in the
Islamic Civilisation.

Mystical Dimensions of Islam

Mystical Dimensions of Islam presents, for the first time, a balanced historical treatment of the
transnational phenomenon of Sufism Islamic mysticism from its beginnings through the nineteenth
century. Through her sensitivity and deep understanding of the subject, Annemarie Schimmel, an
eminent scholar of Eastern religions, draws the reader into the mood, the vision, the way of the Sufi
in a manner that adds an essential ingredient to her analysis of the history of Sufism. After exploring
the origins of the mystical movement in the meditations of orthodox Muslims on the Koran and the
prophetic tradition, the author then discusses the development of its different stages, including classical
voluntarism and postclassical theosophical mystical trends. Particular emphasis is placed on spiritual
education, the different ways of leading the mystic toward the existential realization of the profound
mystery of the profession of faith that "there is no deity but God." Sufi psychology and Sufi orders and
fraternities are comprehensively explored. Through an examination of mystical anthropology, which
culminates in the veneration of the prophet and the saints, the questions of free will and predestination,
of good and evil, are implied. The main burden of the text, however, is Sufism as reflected in Islamic
poetry, and Professor Schimmel examines the various aspects of mystical poetry in Arabic, Persian,



Turkish, Sindhi, Panjabi, and Pashto. The author skillfully demonstrates how Sufi ideals permeated
the whole fabric of Muslim life, providing the average Muslim villager or intellectual with the virtues of
perfect trust in God and the loving surrender to God's will. Professor Schimmel's long acquaintance
with Turkey, Iran, and the Indo-Pakistan subcontinent provides a unique emphasis to the study, and the
author's personal knowledge of Sufi practice in these regions lends a contemporary relevance to her
work.

Islamic Spirituality

Originally published 1987. The first part of the volume is concerned with "The Roots of the Islamic
Tradition and Spirituality”. These are seen to include the Qu’ran as the central theophany of Islam,
the Prophet who received the word of God and made it known to mankind and the rites of Islam.
The second part examines the divisions of the Islamic community with their distinctive pieties and
emphases: Sunnism and Shiism and female spirituality. Part Ill is devoted to Sufism — its nature and
origin, its early development, its various spiritual practices and its science of the soul.

Living Sufism in North America

Offers an overview of Sufism in North America. In this book, William Rory Dickson explores Sufism
as a developing tradition in North America, one that exists in diverse and beguiling forms. Sufism’s
broad-minded traditions of philosophy, poetry, and spiritual practice infused Islamic civilization for
centuries and drew the attention of interested Westerners. By the early twentieth century, Sufism was
being practiced in North America. Today’s North American Sufism can appear either explicitly Islamic
or seemingly devoid of Islamic religiosity. Dickson provides indispensable background on Sufism’s
relation to Islamic orthodoxy and to Western esoteric traditions, and its historical development in North
America. The book goes on to chart the directions that North American Sufism is currently taking,
directions largely chosen by Sufi leaders. The views of ten North American Sufi leaders are explored in
depth and their perspectives on Islam, authority, gender, and tradition are put in conversation with one
another. A more detailed picture of North American Sufism emerges, challenging previous scholarly
classifications of Sufi groups, and highlighting Sufism’s fluidity, diversity, and dynamism. William Rory
Dickson is Assistant Professor of Islamic Religion and Culture at the University of Winnipeg.

Sufism and Islamic Reform in Egypt

One of the most important sects in the Islamic world, Sufism has had a long and active history. Yet

it has been no stranger to controversy. This has been particularly pronounced in modern times, as
radical Islamic groups and modernist reformers have sought to identify Sufism as a source ofeither
unwelcome innovation or reactionary superstition. This book focuses on the efforts of the Sufis of
Egypt, expressed in the writings of one of the order's sheikhs, to meet the critical challenge. The sheikh
offers a vigorous defence of Sufism in the context of controversial issues such asfestivals, processions,
congregational invocation, and the principle of guidance by the sheikh. He also touches on broader
issues such as the metaphysical status of the Prophet and the question of miracles, considering these
in a characteristically Sufi light. However, he also downplays or reworkscertain key elements of Sufi
belief and practice in an attempt to forestall hostile criticism. In this book Dr Johansen discusses these
ideas and places them in a broader context, basing his analysis on material recorded at Sufi gatherings
in Cairo between 1988-90, as well as published andunpublished texts.

The Nature of Sufism

This book explores how Sufis approach their faith as Muslims, upholding an Islamic worldview, but
going about making sense of their religion through the world in which they exist, often in unexpected
ways. Using a phenomenological approach, the book examines Sufism as lived experience within the
Muslim lifeworld, focusing on the Muslim experience of Islamic history. It draws on selected case studies
ranging from classic Sufism to Sufism in the contemporary era mainly taken from biographical and
hagiographical data, manuscript texts, and treatises. In this way, it provides a revisionist approach to
theories and methods on Sufism, and, more broadly, the category of mysticism.

Sufism in Central Asia



The studies in this volume mark a new phase in the development of scholarship on Sufi traditions
of Central Asia, expanding and deepening the source base, reconceptualizing basic frameworks for
understanding Sufi history, and challenging received assumptions and narratives.

Recognizing Sufism

A leading exponent of Muslim thought focuses on the inner spiritual meaning of the religion of Islam
and its ramifications for the modern world, namely, the problems the tradition faces in our contem-
porary world, including Islam's inner tensions between traditionalists and those who want to bring
change-conservatives and modernists. Written for the serious general reader, this volume provides
an accessible yet profound initiation into the fundamental spiritual experiences, beliefs, rituals, and
historic figures of Islam. The late Professor Victor Danner (1926-1990) taught Arabic, Arabic Literature,
Islam, Sufism, Eastern Religions, and Comparative Mysticism in both the Departments of Near Eastern
Languages and Cultures and Religious Studies at Indiana University. He published many articles, and
his previous books include The Book of Wisdom and Sufi Aphorisms. Dr. Danner's worldwide travels
and involvement in inter-religious dialogue made him an exceptional communicator of the deep spiritual
message of Islam to those of other religious faiths.

The Islamic Tradition

This book is a social anthropological analysis (based on ethnographic fieldwork) of the discourse

and social practice of an Islamic-mystic community in London, namely, the branch of Nagshbandi
Sufi order led by Sheikh Nazim of Cyprus. The Nagshbandi order is a well-known mystical institution
having a widespread historical and contemporary influence on the life of many Muslims all over the
world, including the West. The book focuses particularly on the definitions and reflections of the
members of this branch upon themselves and the wider modern (‘western') society outside their
close-knit community. It reveals that the Islamic discourse of the community encompasses a multitude
of expressions by which the members' perceptions of their social and spiritual universe are shaped and
communicated to a wider audience. And it concludes that a thorough analysis of an Islamic community
should pay particular attention to three closely related discursive processes: (a) the reflections of such
a community on the wider (modern) society of which it is a part; (b) the ways in which it defines itself
as 'Islamic’ and contests with other Muslim groups or movements for the representation of the 'correct
model' of Islamic tradition; (c) the discourses of conflict and power within such a community. Tayfun Atay
holds an MA in Area Studies (Near & Middle East) and a PhD in Social Anthropology from School of
Oriental and African Studies, University of London. He has done ethnographic fieldworks in London and
many parts of Turkey, and published five monographs in Turkish. Currently, he is Professor of Ethnology
in the Department of Folklore and Ethnology at the University of Ankara.

A Muslim Mystic Community in Britain

Insight into Life is the real religion, which alone can help man to understand Life." Hazrat Inayat Khan
The Sufis have been using carefully constructed stories for teaching purposes for thousands of years.
Though on the surface these often appear to be little more than fairy or folk tales, the Sufis hold that
they enshrine - in their characters, plots and imagery - patterns and relationships that nurture a part of
the mind not reachable in more conventional ways, thus increasing our understanding, flexibility and
breadth of vision. Familiarization with this body of material can eventually provide answers to questions
about our origins and our destiny. In this book John Baldock explores the rich body of literature the Sufis
have produced to guide spiritual travellers. While explaining the significant teachings and emphasizing
their significance for us, he sheds a timely light on the Sufis' fascinating perception of life, revealing it
to be a process of the heart and not of the head, and offers intriguing pathways to further study and
reflection.

The Essence of Sufism

This book combines scholarly research into certain aspect of Sufi doctrines and history with a penetrat-
ing account of the spiritual and metaphysical message and significance of Sufism as a living spiritual
tradition. In an original discussion, unlike anything that has appeared before in studies of Sufism, the
author places special accent on the pertinence of Sufi teachings to the most acute contemporary
problems. The book addresses itself to both the ever-increasing Western public interested in Sufism
and to the Western-educated Muslim interested in his own spiritual heritage. Dr. Nasr draws on his
intimate knowledge of the Sufi literature in Arabic and Persian as well as his first-hand knowledge of



Sufi tradition itself to produce this further volume in his numerous studies on the different facets of
Islam.

Sufi Essays

The Nagshbandi Sufi Tradition is one of the most distinguished and respected schools of Islamic
spirituality. Its long and glorious history stretches back to the earliest days of Islam and it has always
played a central, pivotal role in the life of the Muslim world. Led by the shaykhs of the Golden
Chaininheritors of the secret knowledge of the prophets and saintsthe Nagshbandi Order survived the
turmoil and tribulations of the past century and remains one of the few authentic mystical traditions
that still maintains a living link with its ancient past. Now, for the first time,the history and teachings of
the Nagshbandi Way are being made available to the public.Classical Islam and the Nagshbandi Sufi
Tradition is the most detailed and authentic book ever written about a Sufi order in English. Providing a
comprehensive history of the Nagshbandi Tradition, the author Shaykh Muhammad Hisham Kabbani,
one of the most respected teachers of Islamic spirituality in the world today, traces the lives of its
foremost teachers from Prophet Muhammad, upon whom be peace, to the present. Their life stories
are intimately woven with landmark events of history, from the time of the Companions to the fall of the
Ottoman Empire and the reemergence of Islam in the former Soviet Union. However, this book also
contains much more. It details the fundamental principles of the Sufi path and the primary teachings of
the Nagshbandi Order, exploring the doctrines and philosophy behind this important current in spiritual
thinking.

Classical Islam and the Nagshbandi Sufi Tradition

Sufism is Islam's principal mystical tradition. To its followers it provides the inner, esoteric or purely
spiritual dimension of the faith. It is a centuries-old path to spirituality with devotees throughout the
Islamic world, fundamentally influencing Muslim belief. To non-Muslim observers it remains exotic,
mysterious and little-understood. Mystical Islam is an accessible introduction that encompasses the
history of the Sufi spiritual tradition, ranging from the great Mughal and Safavid empires of India and
Persia to the Whirling Dervishes of Ottoman Turkey. Julian Baldick reveals the continuing relevance of
the Sufi spiritual experience and introduces some of the great figures of Sufism: al-Ghazali, Ibn Arabi,
Hafiz of Shiraz and Rumi. It is the writings of such masters that reveal the inner beauty of Sufism,
while offering followers the most profound insights in their quest for delivery from the narrow confines
of the material world. At the same time, the author's reflections on recent Sufi scholarship, and his
fresh perspectives on this tradition of belief and devotion, will prove essential for students and highly
stimulating for general readers.

Mystical Islam

This book is a study of the major works of Sufi historiography, which takes the form of collections of
biographies. It provides a literary context in which one can appreciate fully the theological significance
and historical value of Sufi biographies.

The Biographical Tradition in Sufism

Examines the fierce controversy over the legacy of l1bn 'Arabi, the great Islamic mystic.

Ibn 'Arabi in the Later Islamic Tradition

For more than a millennium, Sufism has been the core of the spiritual experience of countless Muslims.
As the chief mystical tradition of Islam, it has helped to shape the history of Islamic societies. Although
it is the Sufi face of Islam that has often appealed to Westerners, Sufis and Sufism remain mysterious
to many in the West, and are still widely misunderstood. In this new, redesigned paperback edition of
this bestselling book, a scholar with long experience of Sufism in the Middle East, Southeast Asia,
and Europe succinctly presents the essentials of Sufism and shows how Sufis live and worship, and
why. As well as what Sufism is and where it comes from, the book discusses Sufi orders not only

in the Islamic world but also in the West. The political, social, and economic significance of Sufism is
outlined, and the question of how and why Sufism has become one of the more controversial aspects of
contemporary Islamic religious life is addressed. This book assumes no prior knowledge of the subject.
It is a penetrating and concise introduction for everyone interested in Islam and Islamic societies.



Sufism

A pathbreaking history of Sufism, from the earliest centuries of Islam to the present After centuries
as the most important ascetic-mystical strand of Islam, Sufism saw a sharp decline in the twentieth
century, only to experience a stunning revival in recent decades. In this comprehensive new history of
Sufism from the earliest centuries of Islam to today, Alexander Knysh, a leading expert on the subject,
reveals the tradition in all its richness. Knysh explores how Sufism has been viewed by both insiders and
outsiders since its inception. He examines the key aspects of Sufism, from definitions and discourses
to leadership, institutions, and practices. He devotes special attention to Sufi approaches to the Qur’an,
drawing parallels with similar uses of scripture in Judaism and Christianity. He traces how Sufism grew
from a set of simple moral-ethical precepts into a sophisticated tradition with professional Sufi masters
(shaykhs) who became powerful players in Muslim public life but whose authority was challenged by
those advocating the equality of all Muslims before God. Knysh also examines the roots of the ongoing
conflict between the Sufis and their fundamentalist critics, the Salafis—a major fact of Muslim life today.
Based on a wealth of primary and secondary sources, Sufism is an indispensable account of a vital
aspect of Islam.

Sufism

This book offers the first sustained treatment of Sufism in the context of modern Muslim communities.
It is also innovative, in that it broadens the purview of the study of Sufism to look at the subject

right across international boundaries, from Canada to Brazil, and from Denmark to the UK and USA.
Subijects discussed include: the politics of Sufism, the remaking of Turkish Sufism, tradition and cultural
creativity among Syrian Sufi communities, the globalization of Sufi networks, and their transplantation
in America, Iranian Sufism in London, and Nagshbandi Sufism in Sweden. In its thorough examination
of how Sufi rituals, traditions and theologies have been adapted by late-modern religiosity, this volume
will make indispensable reading for all scholars and students of modern Islam.

Sufism Today

Sufism is generally perceived as being spiritually focused and about the development of the self.
However, Sufi orders have been involved historically as important civic and political actors in the
Muslim world, having participated extensively in inter-faith dialogue and political challenges to religious
orthodoxy. This book presents a comprehensive overview of the Sufi political tradition, both historically
and in its present form. It outlines how Sufi thought has developed, examines how Sufism has been
presented both by scholars and by Sufis themselves, and considers Sufis’ active political roles. It
argues that Sufis — frequently well educated, well travelled and imaginative — have been well placed to
engage with other faiths and absorb their ideas into Islam; but that they have also been, because they
understand other faiths, well placed to understand the distinctiveness of Islam, and thereby act as the
guardians of Islam’s core ideas and values.

Sufi Political Thought

This stunning collection showcases the love poetry and mystical teachings at the heart of the Islamic
tradition in accurate and poetic original translations At a time when the association of Islam with
violence dominates headlines, this beautiful collection offers us a chance to see a radically different
face of the Islamic tradition. It traces a soaring, poetic, popular tradition that celebrates love for both
humanity and the Divine as the ultimate path leading humanity back to God. Safi brings together for the
first time the passages of the Qur'an sought by the Muslim sages, the mystical sayings of the Prophet,
and the teachings of the path of "Divine love." Accurately and sensitively translated by leading scholar
of Islam Omid Safi, the writings of Jalal al Din Rumi can now be read alongside passages by Kharagani,
‘Attar, Hafez of Shiraz, Abu Sa'id e Abi 'l Khayr, and other key Muslim mystics. For the millions of readers
whose lives have been touched by Rumi's poetry, here is a chance to see the Arabic and Persian
traditions that produced him.

Radical Love

Sufism is often described as ‘the mystical branch of Islam’. Giving some more attention to this
underexposed spiritual side, it is often proposed, could help us to ease certain contemporary societal
tensions. One finger then points toward the rigorous religious aggression of fundamentalism as ‘the
problem’, while another points toward the soft beauty of mysticism as ‘the solution’. Yet, no matter how



well-intended the contemporary focus on Sufism might often be, in the end, it repeatedly portrays a
lack of comprehension when it comes to Islamic mysticism. The typical descriptions are full of mistakes,
and the conclusions they lead to need much nuance. Those misunderstandings do not simply stem
from innocent ignorance. They are misunderstandings with more profound origins and implications.
They're closely tied to enormous blind spots in the contemporary view of religion and deeply entwined
with pressing political issues. In fact, the way we deal with mysticism in general and with Sufism in
particular actually kindles many contemporary conflicts. This book thus seeks to add the necessary
nuances, correct the misunderstandings and unveil the contemporary ‘politics of mysticism’. It seeks
to clarify how the growing interest in what is called ‘Sufism’ is connected to both the contemporary
demonization of Islam and the modern destruction of profound spirituality in the East as well as the
West.

Re-visioning Sufism

Islam once gave birth to a great civilization that respected religious diversity, freedom of conscience,
and scientific thought, and Islamic knowledge contributed to the birth of humanism in the Renaissance.
Today's world is desperately in need of a spirituality that is free of dogma, based in experiences not
beliefs, one that can reconcile the human and spiritual realms. In his new book, renowned spiritual
teacher and Sufi sheikh Kabir Helminski, gives us a compelling interpretation of spiritual or holistic
Islam that will hearten contemporary Muslims looking for a faith suited for our times, and providing
non-Muslims a brilliant introduction to this rich spiritual tradition. Helminksi's holistic Islam is an
emerging force in the world. It is reflected in the rise of the popularity of the writings of Jalal ad-Din
Rumi who is loved by followers of all faiths and none. Helminski shows how it is the great Sufi teachers
of the Islamic tradition who show the way to this universal wisdom.Holistic Islam is an expression of the
primordial religion of humanity that recognizes a journey through levels of consciousness leading to
the transformation of self and the mature human being. While all religions have a tendency to decline
into sectarianism, legalism, fundamentalism, and superstition, humanity is never without the presence
of realized human beings who have shared the knowledge and practice of communion with Ultimate
Reality. Holistic Islam is a spiritual antidote to extremism and fundamentalism, established on a clear
Quranic basis Holistic Islam uses Quranic arguments to establish a spiritually progressive Islam

Traditional Islam in the Modern World

This is a general survey of the rise and development of Islamic mysticism (Sufism) up to the modern
period, which takes into account the latest achievements of scholarship on the subject. Sufism is
examined from a variety of perspectives: as a vibrant social institution, a specific form of artistic
expression, an ascetic and contemplative practice, and a distinctive intellectual tradition. Islamic
Mysticism by Knysh is a comprehensive survey of the interesting and fascinating world of Islamic
Mysticism.

Holistic Islam

This is the first book in the English language to deal with the spiritual significance of Islamic art including
not only the plastic arts, but also literature and music. Rather than only dealing with the history of

the various arts of Islam or their description, the author relates the form, content, symbolic language,
meaning, and presence of these arts to the very sources of the Islamic revelation. Relying upon his
extensive knowledge of the Islamic religion in both its exoteric and esoteric dimensions as well as the
various Islamic sciences, the author relates Islamic art to the inner dimensions of the Islamic revelation
and the spirituality which has issued from it. He brings out the spiritual significance of the Islamic arts
ranging from architecture to music as seen, heard, and experienced by one living within the universe
of the Islamic tradition. In this work the reader is made to understand the meaning of Islamic art for
those living within the civilization which created it.

Islamic Mysticism

Sufism, the mystical or aesthetic doctrine in Islam, has occupied a very specific place in the Islamic
tradition, with its own history, literature and devotional practices. Its development began in the seventh
century and spread throughout the Islamic world. The Cambridge Companion to Sufism traces its
evolution from the formative period to the present, addressing specific themes along the way within the
context of the times. In a section discussing the early period, the devotional practices of the earliest
Sufis are considered. The section on the medieval period, when Sufism was at its height, examines



Sufi doctrines, different forms of mysticism and the antinomian expressions of Sufism. The section on
the modern period explains the controversies that surrounded Sufism, the changes that took place

in the colonial period and how Sufism transformed into a transnational movement in the twentieth
century. This inimitable volume sheds light on a multifaceted and alternative aspect of Islamic history
and religion.

Islamic Art and Spirituality

The Quran says, "Wherever you turn, there is the face of God," and, it tells us, "He is with you wherever
you are." Muhammad remarked that spiritual virtue is to be found in serving God as if you see him, for,
even if you do not see him, he sees you. The understanding that God is always present has animated the
personal piety of Muslims from earliest times. These essays by well-known scholars and Sufi teachers
as well as excerpts from classical Islamic literature suggest the great variety of routes that Muslims
have followed to reach the vision of the Divine in all that exists. Book jacket.

A Forgotten Vision

This rare and important contribution to the field of Islamic studies, philosophy, and comparative religion
achieves a twofold objective. First, it draws from a broad and authoritative well of sources, especially
in the domain of Sufism, or Islamic mysticism. The scholarship is impeccable. Second, it is an in-depth
meditation on the relationship between love and knowledge, multiplicity and unity, the example of the
Prophet Muhammed viewed as Universal Man, spiritual union, heart and intellect, and other related
themes--conveyed in fresh, contemporary language.The book is as much a work of Sufism as it

is a book about Sufism. Many of these themes have a universal appeal for students of mysticism;
consequently, there are distinct resonances with other traditions, especially within certain schools of
Christian mysticism dominated by the language of love.In our day, when the divisions between many
Muslims and many Christians have broadened into chasms of suspicion and fear, books such as this
one are especially important for the help they can offer in bridging these rifts. The capacity of scholars
to understand these two religions, which stem from the same Abrahamic source, is of the utmost
significance, and the best approach to better understanding may be through the mystical traditions,
which tend to reflect more tolerance and to recognize a potential for seeing unity in a multiplicity of
perspectives. This work conveys the beauty at the heart of the Islamic tradition in a language devoid of
technical terminology.

The Cambridge Companion to Sufism

Islam is often described as abstract, ascetic, and uniquely disengaged from the human body. Scott
Kugle refutes this assertion in the first full study of Islamic mysticism as it relates to the human body. Ex-
amining Sufi conceptions of the body in religious writings from the late fifteenth through the nineteenth
century, Kugle demonstrates that literature from this era often treated saints' physical bodies as sites of
sacred power. Sufis and Saints' Bodies focuses on six important saints from Sufi communities in North
Africa and South Asia. Kugle singles out a specific part of the body to which each saint is frequently
associated in religious literature. The saints' bodies, Kugle argues, are treated as symbolic resources
for generating religious meaning, communal solidarity, and the experience of sacred power. In each
chapter, Kugle also features a particular theoretical problem, drawing methodologically from religious
studies, anthropology, studies of gender and sexuality, theology, feminism, and philosophy. Bringing a
new perspective to Islamic studies, Kugle shows how an important Islamic tradition integrated myriad
understandings of the body in its nurturing role in the material, social, and spiritual realms.



The Inner Journey

This volume provides an objective analysis of current trends and developments in the beliefs and
practices of Sufis in Britain. Sufism is a dynamic and substantial presence within British Muslim
communities and is influencing both religious and political discourses concerning the formation of
Islam in Britain. In the 21st century Sufis have re-positioned themselves to represent the views of a
‘Traditional Islam’, a non-violent 'other Islam’, able to combat the discourses of radical movements.
Major transformations have taken place in Sufism that illuminate debates over authenticity, legitimacy,
and authority within Islam, and religion more generally. Through examining the theory and history
involved, as well as a series of case studies, Sufism in Britain charts the processes of change and
offers a significant contribution to the political and religious re-organisation of the Muslim presence in
Britain, and the West.

On Love

Since their beginnings in the ninth century, the shrines, brotherhoods and doctrines of the Sufis held
vast influence in almost every corner of the Muslim world. Offering the first truly global account of the
history of Sufism, this illuminating book traces the gradual spread and influence of Sufi Islam through
the Middle East, Asia, Africa, and ultimately into Europe and the United States. An ideal introduction
to Sufism, requiring no background knowledge of Islamic history or thought Offers the first history of
Sufism as a global phenomenon, exploring its movement and adaptation from the Middle East, through
Asia and Africa, to Europe and the United States of America Covers the entire historical period of
Sufism, from its ninth century origins to the end of the twentieth century Devotes equal coverage to
the political, cultural, and social dimensions of Sufism as it does to its theology and ritual Dismantles
the stereotypes of Sufis as otherworldly 'mystics’, by anchoring Sufi Muslims in the real lives of their
communities Features the most up-to-date research on Sufism available

Sufis and Saints' Bodies

"Behind the clamorous headlines of militant and political Islam lies the more serene and cultivated form
that is traditional Islam, which now is increasingly under threat from both fundamentalists and modern
secularists. Author Jean-Louis Michon unveils this lesser-known dimension of Islam while capturing
the essence and beauty of this often misinterpreted religion, which has over 1.5 billion adherents
(about a quarter of the world's population)." "lllustrated with over 270 color photographs, Introduction
to Traditional Islam is divided into four parts: 1: the foundations of Islam, which highlights the pillars of
the faith as well as the traditional Islamic city and its holistic vision of life; 2: the message of Islamic art;
3: music and spirituality; and 4: the way of Sufism, the inward or mystical dimension of Islam."--BOOK
JACKET.

Sufism in Britain

It has been argued that the mystical Sufi form of Islam is the most sensitive to other cultures,

being accommodative to other traditions and generally tolerant to peoples of other faiths. It readily
becomes integrated into local cultures and they are similarly often infused into Sufism. Examples of this
reciprocity are commonly reflected in Sufi poetry, music, hagiographic genres, memoires, and in the
ritualistic practices of Sufi traditions. This volume shows how this often-side-lined tradition functions in
the societies in which it is found, and demonstrates how it relates to mainstream Islam. The focus of this
book ranges from reflecting Sufi themes in the Qur’anic calligraphy to movies, from ideals to everyday
practices, from legends to actual history, from gender segregation to gender transgression, and from
legalism to spiritualism. Consequently, the international panel of contributors to this volume are trained
in a range of disciplines that include religious studies, history, comparative literature, anthropology,
and ethnography. Covering Southeast Asia to West Africa as well as South Asia and the West, they
address both historical and contemporary issues, shedding light on Sufism’s adaptability. This book sets
aside conventional methods of understanding Islam, such as theological, juridical, and philosophical,
in favour of analysing its cultural impact. As such, it will be of great interest to all scholars of Islamic
Studies, the Sociology of Religion, Religion and Media, as well as Religious Studies and Area Studies
more generally.

Sufism

Introduction to Traditional Islam, lllustrated
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