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Explore the pivotal role of agricultural developments in Africa in fostering economic growth. This 
analysis delves into how advancements in farming and agribusiness impact local economies, alongside 
the crucial topic of the supply of manufactured goods Africa needs for further African industrialization 
and sustainable progress, impacting the broader supply chain Africa relies on.
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Agricultural Development in Africa and the Supply of Manufactured Goods

This book provides a thorough introduction to and examination of agricultural value chains in Sub-Sa-
haran Africa. First, the authors introduce the economic theory of agri-food value chains and value 
chain governance, focusing on domestic and regional trade in (and consumption of) food crops in 
a low-income country context. In addition to mainstream and heterodox thinking about value chain 
development, the book pays attention to political economy considerations. The book also reviews the 
empirical evidence on value chain development and performance in Africa. It adopts multiple lenses 
to examine agricultural value chains, zooming out from the micro level (e.g., relational contracting in a 
context of market imperfections) to the meso level (e.g., distributional implications of various value chain 
interventions, inclusion of specific social groups) and the macro level (underlying income, population 
and urbanization trends, volumes and prices, etc.).Furthermore, this book places value chain devel-
opment in the context of a process the authors refer to as structural transformation 2.0, which refers to 
a process where production factors (labor, land and capital) move from low-productivity agriculture to 
high-productivity agriculture. Finally, throughout the book the authors interpret the evidence in light of 
three important debates: (i) how competitive are rural factor and product markets, and what does this 
imply for distribution and innovation? (ii) what role do foreign investment and factor proportions play in 
the development of agri-food value chains in Africa? (iii) what complementary government policies can 
help facilitate a process of agricultural value chain transformation, towards high-productive activities 
and enhancing the capacity of value chains to generate employment opportunities and food security 
for a growing population.

Agricultural Trade and Rural Development in the Middle East and North Africa
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Introductory textbook on agricultural economics in tropical zones in Africa - covers macroeconomics 
and microeconomics incl. National income, human resources, natural resources, supply and demand, 
agricultural price, trade, business economics (choice of technology, investment, costs, pricing, etc.), 
and economic structures in Africa; discusses agricultural development issues incl. Agricultural cooper-
atives, agricultural marketing, marketing boards, etc., and development planning. Graphs, references, 
statistical tables.

African Farmers, Value Chains and Agricultural Development

This year’s report examines Africa’s export performance after trade liberalization in order to draw 
lessons for use in the design of future development strategies. It identifies Africa’s weak supply 
response as the most important impediment to the continent’s export performance, suggesting that 
future export policies should focus more on ways to increase production for export. The publication 
proposes some policies that could help Africa to refocus its development priorities on structural 
transformation in order to increase the continent’s supply capacity and export response.

Agricultural Economics for Tropical Africa

The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) represents a historic opportunity for the continent 
to boost intra-African trade and accelerate structural transformation. However, this relies on a critical 
policy instrument: the effective implementation of preferential trade liberalization among the AfCFTA 
members. Whether in practice African firms will utilize tariff preferences under the AfCFTA depends on 
a critical factor: rules of origin (RoO) and the net benefits of complying with them. This report argues 
for the adoption of flexible RoO and a strengthening of institutional capacities to ensure an impartial, 
transparent, predictable, consistent and neutral implementation of agreed RoO.

Economic Development in Africa 2008

This book argues that light manufacturing can offer a viable solution for Sub-Saharan Africa, given 
potential competitiveness based on low wage costs and an abundance of natural resources that supply 
raw materials needed for industries.

Economic Development in Africa Report 2019

What are the challenges and action points for agricultural sustainability in Sub-Saharan Africa? This 
open access collection of papers offers technical analyses, policy recommendations and an overview 
of success stories to date. Each carefully selected paper provides valuable insights for improved policy 
making and defines relevant strategic priorities on Africa’s sustainable transformation process, which 
is in line with the international development agenda. Although agriculture remains the main source 
of income for Africa’s population, the sector is rain-fed subjecting it to the vagaries of weather and 
climate change. This volume demonstrates the rationale of developing a competitive, inclusive and 
sustainable agribusiness sector for Africa’s food security and structural transformation. From the impact 
of Bioenergy crop adoption and Drought Index Insurance to Agro-Industrialization, this volume is 
important reading for individual researchers, academic associations and professional bodies interested 
in African agricultural development.

Light Manufacturing in Africa

This framework presents ten interrelated principles/elements to guide Sustainable Agricultural Mech-
anization in Africa (SAMA). Further, it presents the technical issues to be considered under SAMA 
and the options to be analysed at the country and sub regional levels. The ten key elements required 
in a framework for SAMA are as follows: The analysis in the framework calls for a specific approach, 
involving learning from other parts of the world where significant transformation of the agricultural 
mechanization sector has already occurred within a three-to-four decade time frame, and developing 
policies and programmes to realize Africa’s aspirations of Zero Hunger by 2025. This approach 
entails the identification and prioritization of relevant and interrelated elements to help countries 
develop strategies and practical development plans that create synergies in line with their agricultural 
transformation plans. Given the unique characteristics of each country and the diverse needs of Africa 
due to the ecological heterogeneity and the wide range of farm sizes, the framework avoids being 
prescriptive.



Building a Resilient and Sustainable Agriculture in Sub-Saharan Africa

Similarities and dominant paradigms; Chronology and elements of the dominant paradigms of agricul-
tural development; Insights for paradigms of African Agricultural Development.

Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization: A Framework for Africa

Agricultural mechanization in Africa south of the Sahara — especially for small farms and businesses 
— requires a new paradigm to meet the needs of the continent’s evolving farming systems. Can Asia, 
with its recent success in adopting mechanization, offer a model for Africa? An Evolving Paradigm 
of Agricultural Mechanization Development analyzes the experiences of eight Asian and five African 
countries. The authors explore crucial government roles in boosting and supporting mechanization, 
from import policies to promotion policies to public good policies. Potential approaches presented to 
facilitating mechanization in Africa include prioritizing market-led hiring services, eliminating distortions, 
and developing appropriate technologies for the African context. The role of agricultural mechanization 
within overall agricultural and rural transformation strategies in Africa is also discussed. The book’s 
recommendations and insights should be useful to national policymakers and the development com-
munity, who can adapt this knowledge to local contexts and use it as a foundation for further research.

Africa's Changing Agricultural Development Strategies

Examines the interaction between macroeconomic and agricultural sector reforms in developing and 
East European economies.

Why Has Africa Become a Net Food Importer

This collection of essays honors a remarkable man and his work. Erik Thorbecke has made significant 
contributions to the microeconomic and the macroeconomic analysis of poverty, inequality and de-
velopment, ranging from theory to empirics and policy. The essays in this volume display the same 
range. As a collection they make the fundamental point that deep understanding of these phenomena 
requires both the micro and the macro perspectives together, utilizing the strengths of each but also 
the special insights that come when the two are linked together. After an overview section which 
contains the introductory chapter and a chapter examining the historical roots of Erik Thorbecke's 
motivations, the essays in this volume are grouped into four parts, each part identifying a major strand 
of Erik's work—Measurement of Poverty and Inequality, Micro Behavior and Market Failure, SAMs 
and CGEs, and Institutions and Development. The range of topics covered in the essays, written by 
leading authorities in their own areas, highlight the extraordinary depth and breadth of Erik Thorbecke's 
influence in research and policy on poverty, inequality and development. Acknowledgements These 
papers were presented at a conference in honor of Erik Thorbecke held at Cornell University on October 
10-11, 2003. The conference was supported by the funds of the H. E. Babcock Chair in Food, Nutrition 
and Public Policy, and the T. H. Lee Chair in World Affairs at Cornell University.

Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme

The subject of food security and land issues in Africa has become one of increased importance 
and contention over recent years. In particular, the focus has shifted to the role new global South 
donors - especially India, China and Brazil - are playing in shaping African agriculture through their 
increased involvement and investment in the continent. Approaching the topic through the framework 
of South-South co-operation, this highly original volume presents a critical analysis of the ways in which 
Chinese, Indian and Brazilian engagements in African agriculture are structured and implemented. Do 
these investments have the potential to create new opportunities to improve local living standards, 
transfer new technology and knowhow to African producers, and reverse the persistent productivity 
decline in African agriculture? Or will they simply aggravate the problem of food insecurity by accel-
erating the process of land alienation and displacement of local people from their land? Topical and 
comprehensive, Agricultural Development and Food Security in Africa offers fresh insight into a set of 
relationships that will shape both Africa and the world over the coming decades.

An evolving paradigm of agricultural mechanization development: How much can Africa learn from 
Asia?

While the pitiful images of famine victims generally emanate from the very poorest countries in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, the entire region faces an intense economic crisis. Why is this area in a state of 



near-permanent crisis and perhaps more importantly, what can be done about it? In Economic Crisis 
in Africa the authors use country studies to examine how this situation has come about. The book is 
divided into four parts: Part I presents an overall perspective of the African Crisis and its management; 
Part II addresses the problems of the external sector; Part III discusses the crises and structural 
adjustment from a microperspective; and finally, Part IV examines changes in economic systems which 
took place during the 1980s. At a time when famine again threatens the area, this work offers a valuable 
insight into a highly complex and critical situation.

Open Economies

In recent years, a renewed focus on agriculture has been evident in policy and development agendas 
for the African continent, yet little knowledge has been generated on the interlinkages of produc-
tion, agroindustry and markets, as well as the potentials and challenges for developing these. This 
publication analyzes the challenges, the potential and opportunities of African agribusiness in the 
current period of dramatic changes in global agro-industrial markets, and builds a case for agribusiness 
development as a path to Africa's prosperity. Written by international experts, from agribusiness 
practitioners, to academic experts and UN technical agencies, this volume fills what the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization perceived as a significant gap in knowledge concerning these 
issues.

Poverty, Inequality and Development

African Studies, contrary to some accounts, is not a separate continent in the world of American 
higher education. Its intellectual borders touch those of economics, literature, history, philosophy, 
and art; its history is the story of the world, both ancient and modern. This is the clear conclusion 
of Africa and the Disciplines, a book that addresses the question: Why should Africa be studied in 
the American university? This question was put to distinguished scholars in the social sciences and 
humanities, prominent Africanists who are also leaders in their various disciplines. Their responses 
make a strong and enlightening case for the importance of research on Africa to the academy. Paul 
Collier's essay, for example, shows how studies of African economies have clarified our understanding 
of the small open economies, and contributed to the theory of repressed inflation and to a number 
of areas in microeconomics as well. Art historian Suzanne Blier uses the terms and concepts that 
her discipline has applied to Africa to analyze the habits of mind and social practice of her own 
field. Christopher L. Miller describes the confounding and enriching impact of Africa on European 
and American literary theory. Political scientist Richard Sklar outlines Africa's contributions to the 
study of political modernization, pluralism, and rational choice. These essays, together with others 
from scholars in history, anthropology, philosophy, and comparative literature, attest to the influence 
of African research throughout the curriculum. For many, knowledge from Africa seems distant and 
exotic. These powerful essays suggest the contrary: that such knowledge has shaped the way in which 
scholars in various disciplines understand their worlds. Eloquent testimony to Africa's necessary place 
in the mainstream of American education, this book should alter the academy's understanding of 
the significance of African research, its definition of core and periphery in human knowledge. "These 
essays are at once exceptionally thoughtful and remarkably comprehensive. Not only do they offer an 
unusually interesting overview of African studies; they are also striking for the depth and freshness 
of their insights. This is the sort of volume from which both seasoned regional experts and students 
stand to learn an enormous amount."—John Comaroff, University of Chicago "These essays provide 
an important perspective on the evolution of African studies and offer insights into what Africa can 
mean for the different humanistic and social science disciplines. Many show in ingenious and subtle 
ways the enormous potential that the study of Africa has for confounding the main tenets of established 
fields. One could only hope that the strictures expressed here would be taken to heart in the scholarly 
world."—Robert L. Tignor, Princeton University

Agricultural Development and Food Security in Africa

The Agricultural Outlook 2021-2030 is a collaborative effort of the Organisation for Economic Co-opera-
tion and Development (OECD) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations. 
It brings together the commodity, policy and country expertise of both organisations as well as input 
from collaborating member countries to provide an annual assessment of the prospects for the coming 
decade of national, regional and global agricultural commodity markets. The publication consists of 11 



Chapters; Chapter 1 covers agricultural and food markets; Chapter 2 provides regional outlooks and 
the remaining chapters are dedicated to individual commodities.

Economic Crisis in Africa

Using Ghana as a case study, this work integrates economic and political analysis to explore the 
challenges and opportunities of Africa's growth and transformation.

Agribusiness for Africa's Prosperity

Food security is defined as the ability of countries, regions, or households to meet their required 
levels of food consumption at all times. Food security is an important component of human welfare, 
and it can act as an indicator of a region's development. This book addresses the roles of trade, 
policy development, and economic cooperation in creating sustainable food security in the West 
African region. The largely micro-level analysis is conducted on empirical data from the household 
where decisions on production and consumption take place. Food security is discussed in terms of 
its component parts, namely: availability of food (production and trade), its accessibility (incomes and 
poverty status), and its utilisation (health and nutrition).

Africa and the Disciplines

The manual work carried out by farmers and their families is often both arduous and time consuming 
and in many countries this is a major constraint to increasing agricultural production. Such day-to-day 
drudgery is a major contributoring factor in the migration of people, particularly the young, from the 
rural countryside to seek the prospect of a better life in the towns and cities. Farm production can be 
substantially increased through the use of mechanical technologies which both are labor-saving and 
directly increase yields and production. This document provides guidelines on the development and 
formulation of an agricultural mechanization strategy and forms part of FAO's approach on sustainable 
production intensification.

Bibliographie Mensuelle

This book offers an in-depth analyses of value chain policies, past and present in West Africa. The book 
contains a large number of in-depth case studies of food value chains in particular countries, including 
traditional export commodities (cocoa, cotton), high value exports (mangoes, horticulture) and the most 
important staple food value chains (oil palm, rice, maize, sorghum and millet and cassava) in the region. 
It also contains a large number of private and public initiatives, and thematic analyses relating to the 
role of the private agro-industry and producer organizations and their role as market agents.

OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2021–2030

Publisher description

Ghana's Economic and Agricultural Transformation

This book examines how agricultural innovation arises in four African countries ? Ghana, Kenya, 
Tanzania, and Uganda ? through the lens of agribusiness, public policies, and specific value chains for 
food staples, high value products, and livestock.

Sustainable Food Security in West Africa

African agriculture is currently at a crossroads, at which persistent food shortages are compounded by 
threats from climate change. But, as this book argues, Africa can feed itself in a generation and can help 
contribute to global food security. To achieve this Africa has to define agriculture as a force in economic 
growth by advancing scientific and technological research, investing in infrastructure, fostering higher 
technical training, and creating regional markets.

Agricultural Mechanization in Sub-Saharan Africa

First published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Rebuilding West Africa's Food Potential



Annotation The subject matter of agricultural economics has both broadened and deepened in recent 
years, and the chapters of this Handbook present the most exciting and innovative work being done 
today. Following Volume 1, Volume 2 consists of three parts: 'Agriculture, Natural Resources and 
the Environment', 'Agriculture in the Macroeconomy' and 'Agriculture and Food Policy'. Although 
agricultural economists have always paid attention to these topics, research devoted to them has 
increased substantially in scope as well as depth in recent years.

Trade, Exchange Rate, and Growth in Sub-Saharan Africa

In this 1998 study the authors isolate the effect of specific policy measures associated with adjustment 
programs in ten African countries.

Abstracts on Rural Development in the Tropics

This sourcebook appraises these instruments and considers their nature and objectives, their potential 
benefits and challenges and the approaches used to implement them. It also examines the practices 
that have led to both successful and unsuccessful outcomes. The publication provides a comprehensive 
review of the potential of these tools to enhance value addition, deliver jobs, increase exports and 
provide markets for new and existing producers in the targeted territories. It notes, however, that 
implementation of these tools poses a number of challenges. For example, planners and practitioners 
sometimes use them interchangeably, thus ignoring the specificities of the investments, policies and 
processes required, and their expected outcomes. The sourcebook concludes that these tools have 
potential for catalytic impact, but planners need to make sound choices that respect demonstrated 
principles and follow good practices for effective design and implementation.

Agriculture, Food and Nutrition for Africa

The accelerating pace of global change demands that economies must be adaptable. Economies which 
are flexible flourish, as in Eastern Asia. Inflexible economies stagnate, as in Eastern Europe and Africa. 
However even though adaptability governs the long-term progress of economies, economists have had 
little to say about the nature and determinants of economic flexibility. This book redresses that situation. 
A prestigious team of contributors address the key theoretical and empirical issues, using a wide range 
of country studies.

Agribusiness and Innovation Systems in Africa

Chapters in this book contribute to our understanding of the theory, structure and practice of entrepre-
neurship in diverse African countries. Case studies examined include: African multinational banks and 
businesses, female entrepreneurs, culture and entrepreneurship, finance and entrepreneurship and 
SMEs.

The New Harvest

The book highlights proceedings from the Berlin 2008: Agriculture and Development conference held 
in preparation for the World Development Report 2008.

The Process of Economic Development

The world's demand for food is expected to double within the next 50 years, while the natural resources 
that sustain agriculture will become increasingly scarce, degraded, and vulnerable to the effects of 
climate change. In many poor countries, agriculture accounts for at least 40 percent of GDP and 80 
percent of employment. At the same time, about 70 percent of the world's poor live in rural areas 
and most depend on agriculture for their livelihoods. 'World Development Report 2008' seeks to 
assess where, when, and how agriculture can be an effective instrument for economic development, 
especially development that favors the poor. It examines several broad questions: How has agriculture 
changed in developing countries in the past 20 years? What are the important new challenges and 
opportunities for agriculture? Which new sources of agricultural growth can be captured cost effectively 
in particular in poor countries with large agricultural sectors as in Africa? How can agricultural growth 
be made more effective for poverty reduction? How can governments facilitate the transition of large 
populations out of agriculture, without simply transferring the burden of rural poverty to urban areas? 
How can the natural resource endowment for agriculture be protected? How can agriculture's negative 



environmental effects be contained? This year's report marks the 30th year the World Bank has been 
publishing the 'World Development Report'.

Handbook of Agricultural Economics

Structural Adjustment Reconsidered
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