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Greenlanders Smiley The Jane
#Jane Greenlanders #Smiley Jane #Greenlandic culture #Arctic lifestyle #Inuit people stories 

Discover the heartwarming tales of Jane, a beloved figure known as 'Smiley Jane' among the Greenlan-
ders. This captivating narrative explores the resilience and joyous spirit inherent in Greenlandic culture, 
showcasing how Jane embodies the warmth and vibrant life of the Arctic people, offering a glimpse 
into their unique lifestyle and traditions.

Our thesis archive continues to grow with new academic contributions every semester.

Welcome, and thank you for your visit.
We provide the document Greenlandic Smiley Jane Story you have been searching for.
It is available to download easily and free of charge.

This is among the most frequently sought-after documents on the internet.
You are lucky to have discovered the right source.
We give you access to the full and authentic version Greenlandic Smiley Jane Story free 
of charge.

The Greenlanders

Set in the fourteenth century in Europe's most far-flung outpost, a land of glittering fjords, blasting 
winds, sun-warmed meadows, and high, dark, mountains, The Greenlanders is the story of one 
family - proud landowner Asgeir Gunnarsson; his daughter Margret, whose wilful independence leads 
her into passionate adultery and exile; and his son, Gunnar, whose quest for knowledge is at the 
compelling centre of this unforgettable book. Jane Smiley takes us into this world of farmers, priests, 
and lawspeakers, of hunts and feasts and long-standing feuds, and by an act of literary magic, makes 
a remote time, place, and people not only real, but dear to us.

The Greenlanders

Set in medieval Greenland, this novel recounts the history of a community plagued with rivalries and 
feuds, famines and battles with Eskimos. Although the story centres on a woman's struggle in exile, 
the main theme of the book is the decay and ultimate destruction of a way of a civilization.

Moo

In her masterfully plotted novel, Moo, Pulitzer-Prize winner Jane Smiley offers us both a sharply funny 
comedy and a darkly poignant slice of life. Nestled in the heart of the Midwest, amid cow pastures 
and waving fields of grain, lies Moo University, a distinguished institution devoted to the art and 
science of agriculture. Here, in an atmosphere rife with devious plots, lusty liaisons, and academic 
one-upmanship, Chairman X of the Horticulture Department harbours a secret fantasy to kill the dean; 
Mrs Walker, the provost's right-hand and campus information queen, knows where all the bodies are 
buried; Timothy Monahan, associate professor of English, advocates eavesdropping for his creative 
writing assignments; and Bob Carlson, a sophomore, feeds and maintains his only friend: a hog named 
Earl Butz.

Understanding Jane Smiley

In this comprehensive study of Jane Smiley's fiction, Neil Nakadate offers insight into the strikingly 
imaginative and intellectual range of a Pulitzer Prize-winning writer best known for A Thousand Acres. 
He provides close readings - from the early Barn Blind to The All-True Travels and Adventures of Lidie 
Newton - and presents the first extended account of the connections between her life and her work.

Some Luck

Some Luck is the first novel in the dazzling Last Hundred Years trilogy from the winner of the Pulitzer 
Prize Jane Smiley; a literary adventure that will spans a century in America. 1920. After his return from 
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the battlefields in France, Walter Langdon and his wife Rosanna begin their life together on a remote 
farm in Iowa. As time passes, their little family will grow: from Frank, the handsome, wilful first-born, to 
Joe, whose love of animals and the land sustains him; from Lillian, beloved by her mother, to Henry 
who craves only the world of his books; and Claire, the surprise baby, who earns a special place in 
her father's heart. As Walter and Rosanna struggle to keep their family through good years and hard 
years - to years more desperate than they ever could have imagined, the world around their little farm 
will turn, and life for their children will be unrecognizable from what came before. Some will fall in love, 
some will have families of their own, some will go to war and some will not survive. All will mark history 
in their own way. Tender, compelling and moving from the 1920s to the 1950s, told in multiple voices 
as rich as the Iowan soil, Some Luck is an astonishing feat of storytelling by a prize-winning author 
writing at the height of her powers.

Thirteen Ways of Looking at the Novel

A Pulitzer Prize-winning author's revelatory celebration of the novel - at once an anatomy of the art 
of fiction, a guide for readers and writers and a memoir of literary life. Over her 20 year career, Jane 
Smiley has written many kinds of novels - mystery, comedy, historical fiction, epic. But when her impulse 
to write faltered after 9/11, she decided to approach novels from a different angle: she read 100 of 
them, from the 1000-year-old Tale of Genji to the recent bestseller White Teeth by Zadie Smith, from 
classics to little-known gems. With these books and her experience of reading them as her reference, 
Smiley discusses the pleasure of reading; why a novel succeeds - or doesn't; and how the form has 
changed over time. She delves into the character of the novelist and reveals how (and which) novels 
have affected her own life.

Ten Days in the Hills

It is the morning after the Academy Awards. Max, an award-winning writer and his lover, Elena, are 
hosts to a house full of guests including their daughter, a movie star, a healer and an agent. Over the 
course of the next ten life-changing days, they share stories of Hollywood, watch movies and become 
entangled by the pool. Sparks fly and tension mounts as this unputdownable tale of love, war, sex, 
politics, friendship and betrayal moves towards its redemptive end.

Perestroika in Paris

NATIONAL BESTSELLER • From the Pulitzer Prize-winning and best-selling author: a captivating, 
brilliantly imaginative story of three extraordinary animals—and a young boy—whose lives intersect 
in Paris in this "feel-good escape” (The New York Times). Paras, short for "Perestroika," is a spirited 
racehorse at a racetrack west of Paris. One afternoon at dusk, she finds the door of her stall open 
and—she's a curious filly—wanders all the way to the City of Light. She's dazzled and often mystified 
by the sights, sounds, and smells around her, but she isn't afraid. Soon she meets an elegant dog, a 
German shorthaired pointer named Frida, who knows how to get by without attracting the attention of 
suspicious Parisians. Paras and Frida coexist for a time in the city's lush green spaces, nourished by 
Frida's strategic trips to the vegetable market. They keep company with two irrepressible ducks and an 
opinionated raven. But then Paras meets a human boy, Etienne, and discovers a new, otherworldly part 
of Paris: the ivy-walled house where the boy and his nearly-one-hundred-year-old great-grandmother 
live in seclusion. As the cold weather nears, the unlikeliest of friendships bloom. But how long can a 
runaway horse stay undiscovered in Paris? How long can a boy keep her hidden and all to himself? 
Jane Smiley's beguiling new novel is itself an adventure that celebrates curiosity, ingenuity, and the 
desire of all creatures for true love and freedom.

Barn Blind

Written with the grace and quiet beauty of her Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, Barn Blind is a spellbinding 
story on the classic American themes of work, love, and duty, and the lengths we will go to achieve 
success. The verdant pastures of a farm in Illinois have the placid charms of a landscape painting, but 
the horses that graze there have become the obsession of a woman who sees them as the fulfilment of 
every wish: to win, to be honoured, to be the best. Her ambition is the galvanizing force in Jane Smiley's 
first novel, a force that will drive a wedge between her and her family, and bring them all to tragedy . . .

Good Faith



Joe Stratford, who sells nice houses in a beautiful place, and whose not very amicable divorce is over, 
is ready for his life to begin again. It is 1982, morning in America, and temptation is everywhere. And, 
as Marcus Burns (Joe's new friend from New York) says, the old rules are ready to be broken. Marcus 
should know: he's just quit his job with the tax man. But are his ideas about how to get rich - really 
rich - too big and risky for Joe? And what about the real estate development at Salt Key Farm: why 
is the local savings and loan so eager to lend Marcus and Joe the money for its asking price? And 
there's Felicity - the daughter of Joe's business partner - who has finally confessed how fond she is of 
Joe. But, Joe wonders, is this winning, free-spirited (already married) woman really the one he's been 
waiting for? 'Smiley's superb novel does for estate agency what The West Wing does for politics - make 
it, against the odds, enthralling and sexy . . . Good Faith has some wonderfully funny characters and is 
wise and touching.' Mail on Sunday 'Wonderful . . . With the skill, wit and wisdom that were in evidence 
in her previous bestsellers Moo and A Thousand Acres, Smiley brings us an absorbing tale about the 
perils of pursuing your dream.' Red Magazine (Must-Read of the Month) 'Only a writer of consummate 
craftsmanship and scope could write a novel about a series of real estate deals in a small town an hour 
and a half from New York City and make it so fully satisfying as to be thrilling. Jane Smiley has done 
it.' Los Angeles Times

The Sagas of the Icelanders

In Iceland, the age of the Vikings is also known as the Saga Age. A unique body of medieval literature, 
the Sagas rank with the world’s great literary treasures – as epic as Homer, as deep in tragedy as 
Sophocles, as engagingly human as Shakespeare. Set around the turn of the last millennium, these 
stories depict with an astonishingly modern realism the lives and deeds of the Norse men and women 
who first settled in Iceland and of their descendants, who ventured farther west to Greenland and, 
ultimately, North America. Sailing as far from the archetypal heroic adventure as the long ships did 
from home, the Sagas are written with psychological intensity, peopled by characters with depth, and 
explore perennial human issues like love, hate, fate and freedom.

At Paradise Gate

While seventy-seven-year-old Ike Robison is on his deathbed, three generations of women--his wife, 
Anna, three middle-aged daughters, and granddaughter--reconcile their personal and family histories 
and claim their birthrights.

Golden Age: The Last Hundred Years Trilogy 3

The final instalment in the dazzling Last Hundred Years trilogy from the winner of the Pulitzer Prize. 
1987. A visit from a long-lost relative brings the Langdons together again on the family farm; a place 
almost unrecognisable from the remote Iowan farmland Walter and Rosanna once owned. The family 
have spread across the US, and whilst some have stayed reliably unchanged, others have evolved with 
the times. The eldest Langdon, Frank - always cold and distant - finally starts to break down the wall he 
built between himself and his wife, but can a loving relationship be grasped in their twilight years? Their 
son, Richie, finally out from under his brother Michael's shadow, finds himself running for congress 
almost unintentionally, and completely underprepared. And Michael, on the brink of self-destruction, 
seems to make the biggest change of all, but could it be too good to be true? New life blooms; close-calls 
threaten to take away; and other lives come to unforeseen ends. After a hundred years of change and 
US history, filled with words unsaid and moments lost, this dazzling final instalment in the acclaimed 
Last Hundred Years trilogy sees the final repercussions of time on the Langdon family. Moving through 
the 1980s to 2020, we discover who thrived and made their mark on the world, and who faded into the 
backdrop of time. PRAISE FOR JANE SMILEY "Warmly affecting . . . Smiley is a skilled storyteller." 
Kirkus "What lingers with readers is her detailed depiction of the kaleidoscopic geometries of family ... 
endlessly fracturing and coming back together." Publishers Weekly

Private Life

Margaret Mayfield is nearly an old maid at twenty-seven when she marries Captain Andrew Jackson 
Jefferson Early. He's the most famous man their Missouri town has ever produced: a naval officer and an 
astronomer-a genius who, according to the local paper, has changed the universe. Margaret's mother 
calls the match "a piece of luck." Yet Andrew confounds Margaret's expectations from the moment their 
train leaves for his naval base in San Francisco, and soon she realizes that his devotion to science 
leaves little room for anything, or anyone, else. She stands by him through tragedies both personal and 



those they share with the nation. But as World War II approaches, Andrew's obsessions take a darker 
turn, forcing Margaret to reconsider the life she'd so carefully constructed.

Early Warning

In 1953, the Langdon family at a crossroads. Their stalwart patriarch, Walter, who with his wife, 
Rosanna, sustained their farm for three decades, has suddenly died, leaving their five children, now 
adults, looking to the future. Only one will remain in Iowa to work the land, while the others scatter 
to Washington, D.C., California, and everywhere in between. As the country moves out of post-World 
War II optimism through the darker landscape of the Cold War and the social and sexual revolutions 
of the 1960s and '70s, and then into the unprecedented wealth -- for some -- of the early 1980s, the 
Langdon children each follow a different path in a rapidly changing world. And they now have children 
of their own: twin boys who are best friends and vicious rivals; a girl whose rebellious spirit takes her to 
the notorious Peoples Temple in San Francisco; and a golden boy who drops out of college to fight in 
Vietnam -- leaving behind a secret legacy that will send shock waves through the Langdon family into 
the next generation.

The All-True Travels and Adventures of Lidie Newton

See the difference, read #1 bestselling author Jane Smiley in Large Print * About Large Print 
All Random House Large Print editions are published in a 16-point typeface Six years after her 
Pulitzer Prize-winning best-seller, A Thousand Acres, and three years after her witty, acclaimed, and 
best-selling novel of academe, Moo, Jane Smiley once again demonstrates her extraordinary range 
and brilliance. Her new novel, set in the 1850s, speaks to us in a splendidly quirky voice--the strong, 
wry, no-nonsense voice of Lidie Harkness of Quincy, Illinois, a young woman of courage, good sense, 
and good heart. It carries us into an America so violently torn apart by the question of slavery that 
it makes our current political battlegrounds seem a peaceable kingdom. Lidie is hard to scare. She 
is almost shockingly alive--a tall, plain girl who rides and shoots and speaks her mind, and whose 
straightforward ways paradoxically amount to a kind of glamour. We see her at twenty, making a good 
marriage--to Thomas Newton, a steady, sweet-tempered Yankee who passes through her hometown 
on a dangerous mission. He belongs to a group of rashly brave New England abolitionists who dedicate 
themselves to settling the Kansas Territory with like-minded folk to ensure its entering the Union as a 
Free State. Lidie packs up and goes with him. And the novel races alongside them into the Territory, into 
the maelstrom of "Bloody Kansas," where slaveholding Missourians constantly and viciously clash with 
Free Staters, where wandering youths kill you as soon as look at you--where Lidie becomes even more 
fervently abolitionist than her husband as the young couple again and again barely escape entrapment 
in webs of atrocity on both sides of the great question. And when, suddenly, cold-blooded murder 
invades her own intimate circle, Lidie doesn't falter. She cuts off her hair, disguises herself as a boy, and 
rides into Missouri in search of the killers--a woman in a fiercely male world, an abolitionist spy in slave 
territory. On the run, her life threatened, her wits sharpened, she takes on yet another identity--and, in 
the very midst of her masquerade, discovers herself. Lidie grows increasingly important to us as we 
follow her travels and adventures on the feverish eve of the War Between the States. With its crackling 
portrayal of a totally individual and wonderfully articulate woman, its storytelling drive, and its powerful 
recapturing of an almost forgotten part of the American story, this is Jane Smiley at her enthralling and 
enriching best.

Horse Heaven

In Horse Heaven the universe of horse racing is woven into a marvellous tapestry of joy and love, 
chicanery, folly, greed and reckless courage. Spanning two years on the circuit, from Kentucky and 
California to New York and Paris, Jane Smiley's wonderful novel puts us among trainers and track brats, 
horse-obsessed girls, nervy jockeys, billionaire breeders and restless track wives.

The Frozen Echo

Using new archaeological, scientific, and documentary information this book confronts head-on many 
of the unanswered questions about early exploration and colonization along the shores of the Davis 
Strait.

Duplicate Keys



Written with the depth and passion of Jane Smiley's Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, A Thousand Acres, 
Duplicate Keys is a riveting suspense story about the emotional aftermath of one horrific crime. They 
were six friends from the Midwest who moved to New York City with high hopes of making a big splash 
in the music industry. And though the dream faded, the bonds between this tight-knit group did not. Or 
so they thought . . . For on one brilliantly sunny day, Alice Ellis discovers the grisly murders of two of the 
friends, shot dead in an apartment for which each person in the group had a duplicate set of keys. The 
investigation that follows lets loose the jealousy and hatred, the deception and rage, and the shocking 
secrets that lie between even the closest of friends . . .

Last Places

A classic of northern exploration and adventure, LAST PLACES is Lawrence Millman's marvelously told 
account of his journey along the ancient Viking sea routes that extend from Norway to Newfoundland. 
Traveling through landscapes of transcendent desolation, Millman wandered by way of the Shetland 
Islands, the Faeroes, Iceland, Greenland, and Labrador. His way was marked by surprising human 
encounters--with a convicted murderer in Reykjavik, an Inuit hermit in Greenland, an Icelandic guide 
who leads him to a place called Hell, and a Newfoundlander who warns him about the local variant of 
the Abominable Snowman. By turns earthy and lyrical, LAST PLACES is an ebullient celebration of the 
exotic North.

The Vinland Sagas

The Saga of the Greenlanders and Eirik the Red’s Saga contain the first ever descriptions of North 
America, a bountiful land of grapes and vines, discovered by Vikings five centuries before Christopher 
Columbus. Written down in the early thirteenth century, they recount the Icelandic settlement of 
Greenland by Eirik the Red, the chance discovery by seafaring adventurers of a mysterious new land, 
and Eirik’s son Leif the Lucky’s perilous voyages to explore it. Wrecked by storms, stricken by disease 
and plagued by navigational mishaps, some survived the North Atlantic to pass down this compelling 
tale of the first Europeans to talk with, trade with, and war with the Native Americans.

The Strays of Paris

In this brilliant collection of five short stories and a novella, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jane Smiley 
presents six unforgettable portraits exploring the perils of domestic life. I am thirty-five years old, and 
it seems to me that I have reached the age of grief. Others arrive there sooner. Almost no one arrives 
much later . . . In the title novella, a man who has reached the 'age of grief' slowly realizes that his wife 
is in love with someone else. Unsure whether his marriage is best protected by confronting her or by 
feigning ignorance, he struggles to repress his anguish and to prevent his wife discovering that he is 
aware of her infidelity . . . Accompanying this novella are five short stories, including The Pleasure of 
Her Company, in which a lonely, single woman befriends the married couple next door, hoping to learn 
the secret to their happiness. And Long Distance, in which a man finds himself relieved of the obligation 
to continue an affair that is no longer compelling to him, only to be waylaid by the guilt he feels at his 
easy escape.

The Age of Grief

The timeless, bestselling four-part epic that began with the Pulitzer Prize-winning Lonesome Dove 
takes readers into the lives of Augustus McCrae and Woodrow Call, two tough-as-nails Texas Rangers 
in the heyday of the Old West. Dead Man’s Walk As young Texas Rangers, Augustus McCrae and 
Woodrow Call--"Gus" and "Call" for short--have much to learn about survival in a land fraught with 
perils: not only the blazing heat and raging tornadoes, roiling rivers and merciless Indians, but also the 
deadly whims of soldiers. On their first expeditions--led by incompetent officers and accompanied by the 
robust, dauntless whore known as the Great Western--they will face death at the hands of the cunning 
Comanche war chief Buffalo Hump and the silent Apache Gomez. They will be astonished by the 
Mexican army. And Gus will meet the love of his life. Comanche Moon Texas Rangers August McCrae 
and Woodrow Call, now in their middle years, are still figuring out how to deal with the ever-increasing 
tensions of adult life--Gus with his great love, Clara Forsythe, and Call with Maggie Tilton, the young 
whore who loves him--when they sign up to pursue the Comanche horse thief Kicking Wolf into Mexico. 
On this mission their captain, Inish Scull, is captured by the brutally cruel Mexican bandit Ahumado, 
and Gus and Call must come to the rescue, with the aid of new friends including Joshua Deets, Jake 
Spoon, and Pea Eye Parker, as well as the renowned Kickapoo tracker, Famous Shoes. Lonesome 



Dove Gus and Call, now retired from the Texas Rangers and settled in the border town of Lonesome 
Dove running the Hat Creek Cattle Company, are visited by their old friend Jake Spoon, who convinces 
Gus and Call to gather a herd of cattle and drive them north to Montana in order to start a cattle ranch 
in untouched territory. Gus is further motivated by a desire to see the love of his life, Clara Allen (nee 
Forsythe), who now lives with her children and comatose horse-trader husband in Ogallala, Nebraska. 
On the way to Montana they travel through wild country full of thieves, murderers, and a lifetime's worth 
of unforgettable adventure. Streets of Laredo Woodrow Call is back in Texas, a Ranger once again and 
a general gun-for-hire, but increasingly a relic as the westward sprawl of the railroads rapidly settles the 
once lawless frontier. Hired by a railroad tycoon to hunt down a dangerous bandit named Joey Garza, 
Call sets out once again with a hapless Yankee named Ned Brookshire who works for the railroad 
company that hired Call. Call's old friend Pea Eye Parker--who initially refused to join the expedition 
because of his family--sets off with the Kickapoo tracker Famous Shoes to try to catch up with Call, until 
he runs into troubles of his own. The long pursuit of Garza leads them all across the last wild stretches 
of the West into a hellhole known as Crow Town and, finally, into the vast, relentless plains of the Texas 
frontier.

The Lonesome Dove Series

#1 NATIONAL BESTSELLER A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK "A WISE, SPIRITED NOVEL . 
. . [IN WHICH] SMILEY PLUMBS THE WONDROUSLY STRANGE WORLD OF HORSE RACING." 
--People "ONE OF THE PREMIER NOVELISTS OF HER GENERATION, possessed of a mastery of 
craft and an uncompromising vision that grow more powerful with each book . . . Racing's eclectic 
mix of classes and personalities provides Smiley with fertile soil . . . Expertly juggling storylines, she 
investigates the sexual, social, psychological, and spiritual problems of wealthy owners, working-class 
bettors, trainers on the edge of financial ruin, and, in a typically bold move, horses." --The Washington 
Post "A NOVEL OF PASSION IN EVERY SENSE . . . [SHE DOES] IT ALL WITH APLOMB . . . WITH 
A DEMON NARRATIVE INTELLIGENCE." --The Boston Sunday Globe "WITTY, ENERGETIC . . . It's 
deeply satisfying to read a work of fiction so informed about its subject and so alive to every nuance 
and detail . . . [Smiley's] final chapters have a wonderful restorative quality." --The New York Times 
Book Review "RICHLY DETAILED, INGENIOUSLY CONSTRUCTED . . . YOU WILL REVEL IN JANE 
SMILEY'S HORSE HEAVEN." --San Diego Union-Tribune Chosen by the Los Angeles Times as One 
of the Best Books of the Year

Horse Heaven

Six young people meet on an archaeological dig in a remote corner of Greenland. Excavating the 
unsettling remains of a Norse society under attack, they also come to uncover their own demons, as 
it becomes apparent that a plague pandemic is sweeping across the planet and communication with 
the outside world is breaking down. Increasingly unsure whether their missives will ever reach their 
destination, each of the characters writes a letter to someone close to them, trying to make sense of 
their situation and expressing their fears and dwindling hope of ever getting back home ...

Cold Earth

On her family's California horse ranch in the 1960s, eighth-grader Abby Lovitt faces the possibility of 
giving up her beloved colt, Jack, when it comes to light that his dam might have been stolen.

A Good Horse

From the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of A Thousand Acres—and “one of her generation’s most 
eloquent chroniclers of ordinary familial love” (The New York Times)—comes two exquisite twin novellas 
that chronicle the difficult choices that reshape the lives of two very different families. In Ordinary Love, 
Smiley focuses on a woman’s infidelity and the lasting, indelible effects it leaves on her children long 
after her departure. Good Will portrays a father who realizes how his son has been affected by his 
decision to lead a counterculture life and move his family to a farm. As both stories unfold, Smiley 
gracefully raises the questions that confront all families with the characteristic style and insight that 
has marked all of her work.

Ordinary Love and Good Will



'Vinland' follows the turbulent life of Ranald Sigmunson, a young boy born into the Dark Ages, when 
Orkney was torn between its Viking past and its Christian future.

Vinland

The gripping true story of one man's ten year expedition from a village in West Africa to the Arctic 
Circle WITH A NEW AFTERWORD BY THE AUTHOR Scorching heat, rich, fertile soil, and treacherous 
snakes marked the landscape in which Tété-Michel grew up in 1950s Togo, West Africa. When he 
discovered a book on Greenland as a teen, this distant land became an instant obsession - he was 
determined to journey to the place these pages had revealed to him and embarked on the adventure 
of a lifetime. A book of rich and immersive travel writing, Michel the Giant invites the reader to journey 
alongside an audacious Kpomassie as he makes his way from the equator to the bitter cold of the 
artic and settles into life with the Inuit peoples, adapting to their foods and customs. Part memoir, part 
anthropological observation this captivating narrative teems with nuanced observations on community, 
belonging and the universality of human experience. This title has been previously published as An 
African in Greenland

Michel the Giant

It's world history. But not as we know it. c.1000AD: Erik the Red's daughter heads south from Greenland 
1492: Columbus does not discover America 1531: the Incas invade Europe Freydis is the leader of a 
band of Viking warriors who get as far as Panama. Nobody knows what became of them. Five hundred 
years later, Christopher Columbus is sailing for the Americas, dreaming of gold and conquest. Even 
when captured, his faith in his mission is unshaken. Thirty years after that, Atahualpa, the last Inca 
emperor, arrives in a Europe ready for revolution. Fortunately, he has a recent guidebook to acquiring 
power - Machiavelli's The Prince. So, the stage is set for a Europe ruled by Incas and, when the Aztecs 
arrive on the scene, for a great war that will change history forever. 'Binet's best book yet: the work of 
a major writer just hitting his stride. A delightful counterfactual novel' ***** - Daily Telegraph

Civilisations

Saga of the Greenlanders and Erik the Red's Saga are the main literary sources of information for the 
Norse exploration of North America. These sagas relate the colonization of Greenland by Erik the Red 
and his followers and they describe several expeditions further west led by Erik's children and Þorfinnr 
"Karlsefni" Þórðarson.

Saga of the Greenlanders & Erik the Red

A haunting and compelling historical novel, The Sea Road is an ambitious retelling of the Viking 
exploration of the North Atlantic from the view-point of one extraordinary woman, as transcribed by 
an Icelandic monk commissioned to write her life story by his superiors in Rome. Gudrid lives at the 
remote edge of the known world, in a starkly beautiful landscape where the sea is the only connection 
to the shores beyond. It is a world where the old Norse gods are still invoked, even as Christianity gains 
favor, where the spirits of the dead roam the vast northern ice fields, tormenting the living, and Viking 
explorers plunder foreign shores. Taking the accidental discovery of North America as its focal point, 
Gudrid's narrative describes a multilayered voyage into the unknown, all recounted with astonishing 
immediacy and rich atmospheric detail.

The Sea Road

We've long looked south for our food inspiration - but what about our neighbours to the north? We share 
a climate, a history (those Vikings got everywhere) and a love of cool, from sleek Nordic design to clear 
frosty November mornings. We also share our love of the outdoors - bracing autumn days, bright spring 
mornings, lazy summers by the water and long winter walks - and the pleasure of sharing good food 
with friends around the kitchen table. Discover the secrets of Scandinavian cooking - from delicious 
healthy breakfasts and leisurely brunches to tasty suppers and plenty of stress-free crowd-pleaser 
puddings. Learn the knack of putting together the perfect smorrebrod for a speedy Scandi lunch, and 
discover some very more-ish cakes and biscuits to accompany your afternoon cuppa.From cinnamon 
chestnut bread, cardamom cream buns and home-made gravadlax to soups, salads, smoothies and 
much more, Signe Johansen, a young cook steeped in the traditions of Scandinavia and trained by the 



best British chefs, shows us that it's not all herrings and meatballs... although you will find them in here 
too. Fresh, light, surprisingly indulgent, this is food to lift your spirits - it's quite simply Scandilicious!

Secrets of Scandinavian Cooking . . . Scandilicious

‘The intense story of the pre-historical moment when stone yielded to bronze . . . Crace is a virtuoso’ 
Frank Kermode, New York Times A coastal community live prosperously crafting fine stone tools. But 
their proud insularity is breached by raiders, and in the violence a boy loses his arm. Useless as a 
knapper, he finds a role as the village storyteller, roaming far and returning home with fantastically em-
bellished tales. When the arrival of a new metal threatens all their livelihoods, his fearless imagination 
becomes a lifesaving gift. ‘His style is as simple as it is beautiful . . . Crace reveals the dignity in human 
labour and the power of the passing of time’ Herald ‘A deceptively simple book that explores profound 
ideas with a rare delicacy of touch’ Los Angeles Times ‘Bewitching . . . brings a lost world to life and 
imbues it with a sense of wonder’ Sunday Times

The Gift of Stones

WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY STEPHEN MEDCALF When Marian Taylor takes the post of governess 
at Gaze castle, remote house on a beautiful but desolate coast, she finds herself confronted with many 
strange mysteries. What kind of crime or catastrophe in the past still keeps the house under a brooding 
spell? And is her employer Hannah an innocent victim, a guilty woman, a lunatic, or a witch?

The Unicorn

Gretel Ehrlich travels across the largest island on Earth, in the company of men and women who have 
a deep bond with it. She discovers the realm of the great dark, ice pavilions, polar bears and Eskimo 
nomads.

The Life of the Body

From the Pulitzer prize winning author of A Thousand Acres, Jane Smiley, comes Ordinary Love and 
Good Will - two thematically linked novellas, both included in this ebook edition, exploring the elusive 
dream of the perfect family. Ordinary Love gives voice to a mother, loving but unsure of her love's value, 
who, in leaving her powerful husband, fears that she has done her children irrevocable harm . . . Good 
Will, by contrast, is the story of a father - a relentlessly self-sufficient man determined to divorce himself 
from a materialistic world. But in his single-mindedness, he does not see the damage he is causing to 
those around him until it is too late . . .

This Cold Heaven

A loud clap of thunder booms, and rattles the windows of Grandma's old farmhouse. "This is Thunder 
Cake baking weather," calls Grandma, as she and her granddaughter hurry to gather the ingredients 
around the farm. A real Thunder Cake must reach the oven before the storm arrives. But the list of 
ingredients is long and not easy to find . . . and the storm is coming closer all the time! Reaching 
once again into her rich childhood experience, Patricia Polacco tells the memorable story of how 
her grandma--her Babushka--helped her overcome her fear of thunder when she was a little girl. 
Ms. Polacco's vivid memories of her grandmother's endearing answer to a child's fear, accompanied 
by her bright folk-art illustrations, turn a frightening thunderstorm into an adventure and ultimately . 
. . a celebration! Whether the first clap of thunder finds you buried under the bedcovers or happily 
anticipating the coming storm, Thunder Cake is a story that will bring new meaning and possibility to 
the excitement of a thunderstorm.

Ordinary Love

Thunder Cake

The Sagas of the Icelanders

In Iceland, the age of the Vikings is also known as the Saga Age. A unique body of medieval literature, 
the Sagas rank with the world’s great literary treasures – as epic as Homer, as deep in tragedy as 
Sophocles, as engagingly human as Shakespeare. Set around the turn of the last millennium, these 



stories depict with an astonishingly modern realism the lives and deeds of the Norse men and women 
who first settled in Iceland and of their descendants, who ventured farther west to Greenland and, 
ultimately, North America. Sailing as far from the archetypal heroic adventure as the long ships did 
from home, the Sagas are written with psychological intensity, peopled by characters with depth, and 
explore perennial human issues like love, hate, fate and freedom.

The Sagas of Icelanders

Presents a collection of Viking "sagas" to commemorate the adventures of the people who first settled 
Iceland, and then explored Greenland and North America.

The Sagas of Icelanders

Presents a collection of Viking "sagas" to commemorate the adventures of the people who first settled 
Iceland, and then explored Greenland and North America.

The Sagas of Icelanders

Set in the fourteenth century in Europe's most far-flung outpost, a land of glittering fjords, blasting 
winds, sun-warmed meadows, and high, dark, mountains, The Greenlanders is the story of one 
family - proud landowner Asgeir Gunnarsson; his daughter Margret, whose wilful independence leads 
her into passionate adultery and exile; and his son, Gunnar, whose quest for knowledge is at the 
compelling centre of this unforgettable book. Jane Smiley takes us into this world of farmers, priests, 
and lawspeakers, of hunts and feasts and long-standing feuds, and by an act of literary magic, makes 
a remote time, place, and people not only real, but dear to us.

The Greenlanders

Selected by Gwyn Jones--the eminent Celtic scholar--for their excellence and variety, these nine Ice-
landic sagas include "Hen-Thorir," "The Vapnfjord Men," "Thorstein Staff-Struck," "Hrafnkel the Priest 
of Frey," "Thidrandi whom the Goddesses Slew," "Authun and the Bear," "Gunnlaug Wormtongue," 
"King Hrolf and his Champions," and the title piece.

The Icelandic Sagas

The Saga of the Greenlanders and Eirik the Red’s Saga contain the first ever descriptions of North 
America, a bountiful land of grapes and vines, discovered by Vikings five centuries before Christopher 
Columbus. Written down in the early thirteenth century, they recount the Icelandic settlement of 
Greenland by Eirik the Red, the chance discovery by seafaring adventurers of a mysterious new land, 
and Eirik’s son Leif the Lucky’s perilous voyages to explore it. Wrecked by storms, stricken by disease 
and plagued by navigational mishaps, some survived the North Atlantic to pass down this compelling 
tale of the first Europeans to talk with, trade with, and war with the Native Americans.

Eirik the Red and Other Icelandic Sagas

The great Icelandic novel by the Nobel Prize-winning novelist Halldór Laxness 'There are good books 
and there are great books and there may be a book that is something still more: it is the book of 
your life' New York Review of Books First published in 1946, this is a humane, epic novel set in rural 
Iceland. Bjartus is a sheep farmer determined to eke a living from a blighted patch of land. Nothing, not 
merciless weather, nor his family, will come between him and his goal of financial independence. Only 
Asta Solillja, the child he brings up as his daughter, can pierce his stubborn heart. As she grows up, 
keen to make her own way in the world, Bjartus's obstinacy threatens to estrange them forever. Written 
by the Nobel prize-winner dubbed the 'Tolstoy of the North', this is a magnificent portrait of the eerie 
Icelandic landscape and one man's dogged struggle for independence. 'I defy anyone to finish Halldór 
Laxness's Independent People without wetting the pages with tears' Jonathan Franzen, Guardian 'The 
greatest Icelandic novel and surely one of the best books of the 20th century' Hallgrímur Helgason, 
Guardian

The Vinland Sagas

Iceland's 1100 Years recounts the history of a society on the margin of Europe as well as on the margin 
of reaching the size and wealth of a proper state. Iceland is unique among the European societies in 



being founded as late as the Viking Age, and in surviving for centuries without any central power after 
Christianity had introduced the art of writing. This was the age of the Sagas, which are not only literature 
but also a rare treasury of sources about a stateless society. In sharp contrast to the prosperous society 
portrayed by the Sagas, early modern Iceland appears to have been extremely poor and miserable. It 
is challenging to question whether the deterioration was due to foreign rule, to a colder climate, or to 
an unfortunate internal power structure. Or was the Golden Age perhaps the invention of 19th-century 
nationalists? Iceland adopted nationalism quickly and thoroughly. In the mid-nineteenth century about 
60,000 inhabitants, mostly poor peasants, set out to gain independence from Denmark, which was 
finally achieved in 1944 with the foundation of a republic. In recent decades Iceland has caught up 
economically with its closest neighbours. This has come about mainly through the mechanisation of 
fishing, which gave rise to a second battle for sovereignty, this time over the country's fishing grounds.

Independent People

The final instalment in the dazzling Last Hundred Years trilogy from the winner of the Pulitzer Prize. 
1987. A visit from a long-lost relative brings the Langdons together again on the family farm; a place 
almost unrecognisable from the remote Iowan farmland Walter and Rosanna once owned. The family 
have spread across the US, and whilst some have stayed reliably unchanged, others have evolved with 
the times. The eldest Langdon, Frank - always cold and distant - finally starts to break down the wall he 
built between himself and his wife, but can a loving relationship be grasped in their twilight years? Their 
son, Richie, finally out from under his brother Michael's shadow, finds himself running for congress 
almost unintentionally, and completely underprepared. And Michael, on the brink of self-destruction, 
seems to make the biggest change of all, but could it be too good to be true? New life blooms; close-calls 
threaten to take away; and other lives come to unforeseen ends. After a hundred years of change and 
US history, filled with words unsaid and moments lost, this dazzling final instalment in the acclaimed 
Last Hundred Years trilogy sees the final repercussions of time on the Langdon family. Moving through 
the 1980s to 2020, we discover who thrived and made their mark on the world, and who faded into the 
backdrop of time. PRAISE FOR JANE SMILEY "Warmly affecting . . . Smiley is a skilled storyteller." 
Kirkus "What lingers with readers is her detailed depiction of the kaleidoscopic geometries of family ... 
endlessly fracturing and coming back together." Publishers Weekly

Iceland's 1100 Years

This retelling of the ancient Saga of the People of Eyri is a modern classic. Absolutely gripping and 
compulsively readable, Booklist said this book, "does what good historical fiction is supposed to do: 
put a face on history that is recognizable to all." And medieval expert Tom Shippey, writing for the 
Times Literary Supplement said, "Sagas look like novels superficially, in their size and layout and plain 
language, but making their narratives into novels is a trick which has proved beyond most who have 
tried it. Janoda's Saga provides a model of how to do it: pick out the hidden currents, imagine how they 
would seem to peripheral characters, and as with all historical novels, load the narrative with period 
detail drawn from the scholars. No better saga adaptation has been yet written."

Golden Age: The Last Hundred Years Trilogy 3

'A potent, atmospheric story of creative frustration and fulfilment. I loved the wry, tender voice of 
Ólafsdóttir's narrator. I'm now going to read all of her other novels' Megan Hunter, author of The Harpy 
'Such great writing here, poetic and raw in places... Only a great book can make you feel you're really 
there, a thousand miles and a generation away. I loved it' Kit de Waal, author of My Name is Leon Born 
in a remote part of Iceland, and named after a volcano, Hekla always knew she wanted to be a writer. 
She heads for Reyjkavik, with a Remington typewriter and a manuscript hidden in her suitcase, hoping 
to make it in the nation of poets. But this is the 1960s, and Hekla soon discovers that there's more 
demand for a beauty queen than a woman writer in this conservative, male-dominated world. Along 
with her friend Jón John, a gay man who dreams of working in the theatre, she soon learns that she 
must conceal her true self to have any hope of success. But the world outside is changing, and Hekla 
knows she must escape to find freedom abroad, whatever must be left behind.

Saga

The set contains "the first complete, coordinated English translation of The sagas of Icelanders, forty 
in all, together with forty-nine of the shorter Tales of Icelanders."--Preface.



Miss Iceland

After several visits to study Icelandic sagas, Nancy Brown returns to Iceland to search for the perfect 
Icelandic horse, one she can bring back to her Pennsylvania farm and make her own. To do so, she must 
become part of the country's tightly knit horse-breeding community, which can be wary of outsiders 
and extremely protective of the world-famous breed. In this clear-eyed, evocative account set against 
Iceland's austere and majestic landscape, she describes what makes Icelandic horses and their owners 
so distinctive. She also discovers her limitations as a horsewoman and learns much about what she is 
looking for-in a horse and in her life.

The Complete Sagas of Icelanders, Including 49 Tales

Iceland is unique among European societies in having been founded as late as the Viking Age and in 
having copious written and archaeological sources about its origin. Gunnar Karlsson, that country's 
premier historian, chronicles the age of the Sagas, consulting them to describe an era without a 
monarch or central authority. Equating this prosperous time with the golden age of antiquity in world 
history, Karlsson then marks a correspondence between the Dark Ages of Europe and Iceland's "dreary 
period\

A Good Horse Has No Color

Some Luck is the first novel in the dazzling Last Hundred Years trilogy from the winner of the Pulitzer 
Prize Jane Smiley; a literary adventure that will spans a century in America. 1920. After his return from 
the battlefields in France, Walter Langdon and his wife Rosanna begin their life together on a remote 
farm in Iowa. As time passes, their little family will grow: from Frank, the handsome, wilful first-born, to 
Joe, whose love of animals and the land sustains him; from Lillian, beloved by her mother, to Henry 
who craves only the world of his books; and Claire, the surprise baby, who earns a special place in 
her father's heart. As Walter and Rosanna struggle to keep their family through good years and hard 
years - to years more desperate than they ever could have imagined, the world around their little farm 
will turn, and life for their children will be unrecognizable from what came before. Some will fall in love, 
some will have families of their own, some will go to war and some will not survive. All will mark history 
in their own way. Tender, compelling and moving from the 1920s to the 1950s, told in multiple voices 
as rich as the Iowan soil, Some Luck is an astonishing feat of storytelling by a prize-winning author 
writing at the height of her powers.

The History of Iceland

Although based on historical persons from the 9th century, Ragnar Lodbrok and his sons are the 
subjects of compelling legends dating from the Viking era. Warriors, raiders, and rulers, Ragnar and his 
sons inspired unknown writers to set down their stories over seven centuries ago. This volume presents 
new and original translations of the three major Old Norse texts that tell Ragnar's story: the Saga of 
Ragnar Lodbrok, the Tale of Ragnar's Sons, and the Sogubrot. Ragnar's death song, the Krakumal, and 
a Latin fragment called the List of Swedish Kings, complete the story. Extensive notes and commentary 
are provided, helping the reader to enter the world of these timeless stories of Viking adventure.

Some Luck

Written around AD 1200 by an unnamed Icelandic author, the Orkneyinga Saga is an intriguing fusion 
of myth, legend and history. The only medieval chronicle to have Orkney as the central place of action, 
it tells of an era when the islands were still part of the Viking world, beginning with their conquest by 
the kings of Norway in the ninth century. The saga describes the subsequent history of the Earldom 
of Orkney and the adventures of great Norsemen such as Sigurd the Powerful, St Magnus the Martyr 
and Hrolf, the conqueror of Normandy. Savagely powerful and poetic, this is a fascinating depiction of 
an age of brutal battles, murder, sorcery and bitter family feuds. For more than seventy years, Penguin 
has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 
titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across 
genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions 
and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by 
award-winning translators.

The Sagas of Ragnar Lodbrok



*BY THE WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE IN LITERATURE* 'Laxness at his best: a reminder of the 
mad hilarity of the Icelandic sensibility. An endearing and unforgettable voice' Nicholas Shakespeare 
Abandoned as a baby, Alfgrimur is content to spend his days as a fisherman living in the turf cottage 
outside Reykjavik with the elderly couple he calls grandmother and grandfather. There he shares the 
mid-loft with a motley bunch of eccentrics and philosophers who find refuge in the simple respect for 
their fellow men that is the ethos at the Brekkukot. But the narrow horizons of Alfgrimur's idyllic childhood 
are challenged when he starts school and meets Iceland's most famous singer, the mysterious Garoar 
Holm. Garoar encourages him to aim for the 'one true note', but how can he attain it without leaving 
behind the world that he loves? 'It is a novel (a world) that transmits something of the wonder of life' 
Murray Bail

Orkneyinga Saga

A Pulitzer Prize-winning author's revelatory celebration of the novel - at once an anatomy of the art 
of fiction, a guide for readers and writers and a memoir of literary life. Over her 20 year career, Jane 
Smiley has written many kinds of novels - mystery, comedy, historical fiction, epic. But when her impulse 
to write faltered after 9/11, she decided to approach novels from a different angle: she read 100 of 
them, from the 1000-year-old Tale of Genji to the recent bestseller White Teeth by Zadie Smith, from 
classics to little-known gems. With these books and her experience of reading them as her reference, 
Smiley discusses the pleasure of reading; why a novel succeeds - or doesn't; and how the form has 
changed over time. She delves into the character of the novelist and reveals how (and which) novels 
have affected her own life.

Fish Can Sing

The Saga of the Volsungs is an Icelandic epic of special interest to admirers of Richard Wagner, who 
drew heavily upon this Norse source in writing his Ring Cycle and a primary source for writers of 
fantasy such as J. R. R. Tolkien and romantics such as William Morris. A trove of traditional lore, it 
tells of love, jealousy, vengeance, war, and the mythic deeds of the dragonslayer, Sigurd the Volsung. 
Byock's comprehensive introduction explores the history, legends, and myths contained in the saga 
and traces the development of a narrative that reaches back to the period of the great folk migrations 
in Europe when the Roman Empire collapsed.

Thirteen Ways of Looking at the Novel

In Horse Heaven the universe of horse racing is woven into a marvellous tapestry of joy and love, 
chicanery, folly, greed and reckless courage. Spanning two years on the circuit, from Kentucky and 
California to New York and Paris, Jane Smiley's wonderful novel puts us among trainers and track brats, 
horse-obsessed girls, nervy jockeys, billionaire breeders and restless track wives.

The Saga of the Volsungs

The popular image of the Viking Age is a time of warlords and marauding bands pillaging their way 
along the shores of Northern Europe. This was a unique time in history, which has long perplexed 
historians and archaeologists, and which provides us today with fundamental insights into sometimes 
forgotten aspects of western society. By interweaving his own original and innovative research with 
masterly interpretations of the Old Icelandic sagas, Jesse Byock brilliantly brings it to life.

Horse Heaven

From the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of A Thousand Acres—and “one of her generation’s most 
eloquent chroniclers of ordinary familial love” (The New York Times)—comes two exquisite twin novellas 
that chronicle the difficult choices that reshape the lives of two very different families. In Ordinary Love, 
Smiley focuses on a woman’s infidelity and the lasting, indelible effects it leaves on her children long 
after her departure. Good Will portrays a father who realizes how his son has been affected by his 
decision to lead a counterculture life and move his family to a farm. As both stories unfold, Smiley 
gracefully raises the questions that confront all families with the characteristic style and insight that 
has marked all of her work.



Viking Age Iceland

Written in consultation with leading academics.

Ordinary Love and Good Will

The Sagas of Icelanders are enduring stories from Viking-age Iceland filled with love and romance, 
battles and feuds, tragedy and comedy. Yet these tales are little read today, even by lovers of literature. 
The culture and history of the people depicted in the Sagas are often unfamiliar to the modern reader, 
though the audience for whom the tales were intended would have had an intimate understanding 
of the material. This text introduces the modern reader to the daily lives and material culture of the 
Vikings. Topics covered include religion, housing, social customs, the settlement of disputes, and the 
early history of Iceland. Issues of dispute among scholars, such as the nature of settlement and the 
division of land, are addressed in the text.

Viking Myths and Sagas

A haunting and compelling historical novel, The Sea Road is an ambitious retelling of the Viking 
exploration of the North Atlantic from the view-point of one extraordinary woman, as transcribed by 
an Icelandic monk commissioned to write her life story by his superiors in Rome. Gudrid lives at the 
remote edge of the known world, in a starkly beautiful landscape where the sea is the only connection 
to the shores beyond. It is a world where the old Norse gods are still invoked, even as Christianity gains 
favor, where the spirits of the dead roam the vast northern ice fields, tormenting the living, and Viking 
explorers plunder foreign shores. Taking the accidental discovery of North America as its focal point, 
Gudrid's narrative describes a multilayered voyage into the unknown, all recounted with astonishing 
immediacy and rich atmospheric detail.

The Strays of Paris

The first historical novel by the Nobel Prize-winning author of Kristin Lavransdatter A Penguin Classic 
More than a decade before writing Kristin Lavransdatter, the trilogy about fourteenth-century Norway 
that won her the Nobel Prize, Sigrid Undset published Gunnar’s Daughter, a brief, swiftly moving tale 
about a more violent period of her country’s history, the Saga Age. Set in Norway and Iceland at 
the beginning of the eleventh century, Gunnar's Daughter is the story of the beautiful, spoiled Vigdis 
Gunnarsdatter, who is raped by the man she had wanted to love. A woman of courage and intelligence, 
Vigdis is toughened by adversity. Alone she raises the child conceived in violence, repeatedly defending 
her autonomy in a world governed by men. Alone she rebuilds her life and restores her family's 
honor—until an unremitting social code propels her to take the action that again destroys her happiness. 
First published in 1909, Gunnar's Daughter was in part a response to the rise of nationalism and 
Norway's search for a national identity in its Viking past. But unlike most of the Viking-inspired art 
of its period, Gunnar's Daughter is not a historical romance. It is a skillful conversation between two 
historical moments about questions as troublesome in Undset's own time—and in ours—as they were 
in the Saga Age: rape and revenge, civil and domestic violence, troubled marriages, and children made 
victims of their parents' problems.

Icelanders in the Viking Age

At the height of the financial crisis in 2009, Sarah Moss and her husband moved with their two small 
children to Iceland. From their makeshift home among the half-finished skyscrapers of Reykjavik, Moss 
travels to hillsides of boiling mud and volcanic craters, and the remote farms and fishing villages of the 
far north. She watches the northern lights and the comings and goings of migratory birds, and as the 
weeks and months go by, she and her family find new ways to live.

The Sea Road

The medieval Norse-Icelandic saga is one of the most important European vernacular literary genres 
of the Middle Ages. This Introduction to the saga genre outlines its origins and development, its literary 
character, its material existence in manuscripts and printed editions, and its changing reception from the 
Middle Ages to the present time. Its multiple sub-genres - including family sagas, mythical-heroic sagas 
and sagas of knights - are described and discussed in detail, and the world of medieval Icelanders is 
powerfully evoked. The first general study of the Old Norse-Icelandic saga to be written in English for 



some decades, the Introduction is based on up-to-date scholarship and engages with current debates 
in the field. With suggestions for further reading, detailed information about the Icelandic literary canon, 
and a map of medieval Iceland, this book is aimed at students of medieval literature and assumes no 
prior knowledge of Scandinavian languages.

Gunnar's Daughter

Iceland is a country where stories are as important as history. When Vikings settled the island, they 
brought their tales with them. Every rock, hot spring and waterfall seems to have its own story. 
Cruel man-eating trolls rub shoulders with beautiful elves, whose homes are hidden from mortal view. 
Vengeful ghosts envy the living, seeking to drag lost loves into their graves – or they may simply demand 
a pinch of your snuff. Some of the stories in this collection are classic Icelandic tales, while others are 
completely new to English translation. Hjörleifur has always been deeply interested in the rich lore of 
his island. His grandparents provided a second home in his upbringing and taught him much about the 
past through their own way of life. Hjörleifur is dedicated to breathing fresh life into the stories he loves.

Names for the Sea

In this brilliant collection of five short stories and a novella, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jane Smiley 
presents six unforgettable portraits exploring the perils of domestic life. I am thirty-five years old, and 
it seems to me that I have reached the age of grief. Others arrive there sooner. Almost no one arrives 
much later . . . In the title novella, a man who has reached the 'age of grief' slowly realizes that his wife 
is in love with someone else. Unsure whether his marriage is best protected by confronting her or by 
feigning ignorance, he struggles to repress his anguish and to prevent his wife discovering that he is 
aware of her infidelity . . . Accompanying this novella are five short stories, including The Pleasure of 
Her Company, in which a lonely, single woman befriends the married couple next door, hoping to learn 
the secret to their happiness. And Long Distance, in which a man finds himself relieved of the obligation 
to continue an affair that is no longer compelling to him, only to be waylaid by the guilt he feels at his 
easy escape.

The Cambridge Introduction to the Old Norse-Icelandic Saga

While seventy-seven-year-old Ike Robison is on his deathbed, three generations of women--his wife, 
Anna, three middle-aged daughters, and granddaughter--reconcile their personal and family histories 
and claim their birthrights.

Icelandic Folk Tales

Margaret Mayfield is nearly an old maid at twenty-seven when she marries Captain Andrew Jackson 
Jefferson Early. He's the most famous man their Missouri town has ever produced: a naval officer and an 
astronomer-a genius who, according to the local paper, has changed the universe. Margaret's mother 
calls the match "a piece of luck." Yet Andrew confounds Margaret's expectations from the moment their 
train leaves for his naval base in San Francisco, and soon she realizes that his devotion to science 
leaves little room for anything, or anyone, else. She stands by him through tragedies both personal and 
those they share with the nation. But as World War II approaches, Andrew's obsessions take a darker 
turn, forcing Margaret to reconsider the life she'd so carefully constructed.

Egil's Saga

From the Nobel Prize winner comes a captivating novel about an idealistic Icelandic farmer who 
journeys to Mormon Utah and back in search of paradise. • "Full of an earthy poetry...a style wonderfully 
wise and entirely Scandinavian in its combination of magic and reality." —The New York Times Book 
Review • With an introduction by the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of A Thousand Acres. The quixotic 
hero of this long-lost classic is Steinar of Hlidar, a generous but very poor man who lives peacefully 
on a tiny farm in nineteenth-century Iceland with his wife and two adoring young children. But when 
he impulsively offers his children's beloved pure-white pony to the visiting King of Denmark, he sets in 
motion a chain of disastrous events that leaves his family in ruins and himself at the other end of the 
earth, optimistically building a home for them among the devout polygamists in the Promised Land of 
Utah. By the time the broken family is reunited, Laxness has spun his trademark blend of compassion 
and comically brutal satire into a moving and spellbinding enchantment, composed equally of elements 
of fable and folkore and of the most humble truths.

The Age of Grief



A funny, wistful and utterly beguiling novel about a man whose life is falling apart, and how he learns 
to put it back together JÓNAS FEELS LIKE HIS LIFE IS OVER. His wife has left him, his mother is 
slipping deeper into dementia, and his daughter is no longer who he thought. So he comes up with a 
foolproof plan: to buy a one-way ticket to a chaotic, war-ravaged country and put an end to it all. But on 
arriving at Hotel Silence, he finds his plans – and his anonymity – begin to dissolve under the foreign 
sun. Now there are other things that need his attention, like the crumbling hotel itself, the staff who 
run it, and his unusual fellow guests. And soon it becomes clear that Jónas must decide whether he 
really wants to leave it all behind; or give life a second chance, albeit down a must unexpected path... 
Auður Ava Ólafsdóttir is an Icelandic prize-winning novelist, playwright and a poet. She is the author of 
five novels, a collection of poetry and four plays that have been performed at the National Theatre in 
Iceland and at the Reykjavik City Theatre. She also writes the lyrics for the Icelandic performance pop 
band Milkywhale. Auður Ava's novels have been translated into over 25 languages and among them 
are The Greenhouse and Butterflies in November. Her new novel, Hotel Silence, won the Icelandic 
Literary Prize 2016 and was chosen Best Icelandic Novel in 2016 by booksellers in Iceland. Auður Ava 
lives in Reykjavik.

At Paradise Gate

'A joyously peculiar book' - The New York Times 'A fascinating insight into Icelandic culture and a fresh 
perspective on her global influence. Warning: may well make readers wish they were Icelandic, too.' - 
Helen Russell, author of The Year of Living Danishly The untold story of how one tiny island in the middle 
of the Atlantic has shaped the world for centuries. The history of Iceland began 1,200 years ago, when 
a frustrated Viking captain and his useless navigator ran aground in the middle of the North Atlantic. 
Suddenly, the island was no longer just a layover for the Arctic tern. Instead, it became a nation whose 
diplomats and musicians, sailors and soldiers, volcanoes and flowers, quietly altered the globe forever. 
How Iceland Changed the World takes readers on a tour of history, showing them how Iceland played 
a pivotal role in events as diverse as the French Revolution, the Moon Landing, and the foundation of 
Israel. Again and again, one humble nation has found itself at the frontline of historic events, shaping the 
world as we know it - How Iceland Changed the World paints a lively picture of just how it all happened. 
'Egill Bjarnason has written a delightful reminder that, when it comes to countries, size doesn't always 
matter. His writing is a pleasure to read, reminiscent of Bill Bryson or Louis Theroux. He has made 
sure we will never take Iceland for granted again.' A.J. Jacobs, New York Times bestselling author of 
Thanks a Thousand and The Year of Living Biblically 'Bjarnason's intriguing book might be about a 
cold place, but it's tailor-made to be read on the beach.' - New Statesman 'Egill Bjarnason places 
Iceland at the center of everything, and his narrative not only entertains but enlightens, uncovering 
unexpected connections.' Andri Snær, author of On Time and Water 'Icelander Egill Bjarnason takes 
us on a high-speed, rough-and-tumble ride through 1,000-plus years of history-from the discovery of 
America to Tolkien's muse, from the French Revolution to the NASA moonwalk, from Israel's birth to 
the first woman president-all to display his home island's mind-opening legacy.' Nancy Marie Brown, 
author of The Real Valkyrie and The Far Traveller 'I always assumed the history of Iceland had, by law 
or fate, to match the tone of an October morning: dark, gray, and uninviting to most mankind. This book 
challenges that assumption, and about time. Our past, much like the present, can be a little fun.' Jón 
Gnarr, former mayor of Reykjavík and author of The Pirate and The Outlaw 'How Iceland Changed the 
World is not only surprising and informative. It is amusing and evocatively animates a place that I have 
been fascinated with for most of my life. Well worth the read!' - Jane Smiley, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author of A Thousand Acres 'An entertaining, offbeat (and pleasingly concise) history of the remote 
North Atlantic nation ... perfect for a summer getaway read' - The Critic
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Snæfellsnes, Iceland. She appears in the Saga of Erik the Red and the Saga of the Greenlanders, 
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Archeologica 83, pp. 145-177 Jane Smiley, “The Sagas of the Greenlanders and The Saga of Eirik the 
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trial are fictionalized in the novel The Greenlanders by Jane Smiley. Seaver, Kirsten A., The Frozen 
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photographs of the site. Herjolfsnes / Ikigait is now uninhabited. In The Greenlanders, a 1988 historical 
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district in the Norse Greenlanders’ Eastern Settlement (Eystribyggð) and is generally regarded by 
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