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Lives of Roman Christian Women

'Perpetua shouted out with joy as the sword pierced her, for she wanted to taste some of the pain 
and she even guided the hesitant hand of the trainee gladiator towards her own throat' Lives of 
Roman Christian Women is a unique collection of letters and documents from the third to the fifth 
centuries, celebrating Christian women from across the Roman Empire. During a crucial period in which 
Christianity transformed from a persecuted faith to the official religion of the Empire, these writings 
reveal the women who chose to dedicate their lives to Christ, by embracing martyrdom or by adopting 
a life of poverty and prayer, renouncing not only wealth but also their duties as wives and mothers.

The Bone Gatherers

The bone gatherers found in the annals and legends of the early Roman Catholic Church were women 
who collected the bodies of martyred saints to give them a proper burial. They have come down to us as 
deeply resonant symbols of grief: from the women who anointed Jesus's crucified body in the gospels 
to the Pietà, we are accustomed to thinking of women as natural mourners, caring for the body in all its 
fragility and expressing our deepest sorrow. But to think of women bone gatherers merely as mourners 
of the dead is to limit their capacity to stand for something more significant. In fact, Denzey argues that 
the bone gatherers are the mythic counterparts of historical women of substance and means-women 
who, like their pagan sisters, devoted their lives and financial resources to the things that mattered 
most to them: their families, their marriages, and their religion. We find their sometimes splendid burial 
chambers in the catacombs of Rome, but until Denzey began her research for The Bone Gatherers, 
the monuments left to memorialize these women and their contributions to the Church went largely 
unexamined. The Bone Gatherers introduces us to once-powerful women who had, until recently, been 
lost to history—from the sorrowing mothers and ghastly brides of pagan Rome to the child martyrs and 
women sponsors who shaped early Christianity. It was often only in death that ancient women became 
visible—through the buildings, burial sites, and art constructed in their memory—and Denzey uses 
this archaeological evidence, along with ancient texts, to resurrect the lives of several fourth-century 
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women. Surprisingly, she finds that representations of aristocratic Roman Christian women show a 
shift in the value and significance of womanhood over the fourth century: once esteemed as powerful 
leaders or patrons, women came to be revered (in an increasingly male-dominated church) only as 
virgins or martyrs—figureheads for sexual purity. These depictions belie a power struggle between the 
sexes within early Christianity, waged via the Church's creation and manipulation of collective memory 
and subtly shifting perceptions of women and femaleness in the process of Christianization. The Bone 
Gatherers is at once a primer on how to "read" ancient art and the story of a struggle that has had 
long-lasting implications for the role of women in the Church.

Melania the Younger

"Melania the Younger: From Rome to Jerusalem analyzes one of the most richly detailed stories of 
a woman of late antiquity. Melania, an early fifth-century Roman Christian aristocrat, renounced her 
many possessions and staggering wealth to lead a life of ascetic renunciation. Hers is a tale of "riches 
to rags." Born to high Roman aristocracy in the late fourth century, Melania encountered numerous 
difficulties posed by family members, Roman officials, and historical circumstances themselves in 
disposing of her wealth, property spread across at least eight Roman provinces, and thousands of 
slaves. Leaving Rome with her entourage a few years before Alaric the Goth's sack of Rome in 410, 
she journeyed to Sicily, then to North Africa (where she had estates upon which founded monasteries), 
before settling in Jerusalem. There, after some years of semi-solitary existence, she founded more 
monastic complexes. Towards the end of her life, she traveled to Constantinople (present-day Istanbul) 
in an attempt to convert to Christianity her still-pagan uncle, who was on a state mission to the eastern 
Roman court. Throughout her life, she was accustomed to meet and be assisted by emperors and 
empresses, bishops, and other high dignitaries. Embracing a fairly extreme asceticism, Melania died 
in Jerusalem in 439. Her Life, two versions of which (Greek and Latin) were discovered in the late 
nineteenth- and early twentieth centuries, was composed by a long-time assistant who succeeded her 
in the direction of the male and female monasteries in Jerusalem. An English translation of the Greek 
version of her Life accompanies the text of this nine-chapter book"--

Band of Angels

In Band of Angels, Kate Cooper tells the surprising story of early Christianity from the woman's 
point of view. Though they are often forgotten, women from all walks of life played an invaluable 
role in Christianity's growth to become a world religion. Peasants, empresses, and independent 
businesswomen contributed what they could to an emotional revolution unlike anything the ancient 
world had ever seen. By mobilizing friends and family to spread the word from household to household, 
they created a wave of change not unlike modern 'viral' marketing. For the most part, women in the 
ancient world lived out their lives almost invisibly in a man's world. Piecing together their history from 
the few contemporary accounts that have survived requires painstaking detective work. Yet a careful 
re-reading of ancient sources yields a vivid picture, and shows how daily life and the larger currents of 
history shaped one another. This remarkable book tells the story of how a new way of understanding 
relationships took root in the ancient world. By sharing the ideas that had inspired them, ancient women 
changed their own lives. But they did something more: they changed the world around them, and in 
doing so, they created an enduring legacy. Their story is a testament to what invisible people can 
achieve, and to how the power of ideas can change history.

Women in the World of the Earliest Christians

Lynn Cohick provides an accurate and fulsome picture of the earliest Christian women by examining 
a wide variety of first-century Jewish and Greco-Roman documents that illuminate their lives. She 
organizes the book around three major spheres of life: family, religious community, and society in 
general. Cohick shows that although women during this period were active at all levels within their 
religious communities, their influence was not always identified by leadership titles nor did their gender 
always determine their level of participation. The book corrects our understanding of early Christian 
women by offering an authentic and descriptive historical picture of their lives. Includes black-and-white 
illustrations from the ancient world.

A Woman's Place

This focused look at women in the household context discusses the importance of issues of space and 
visibility in shaping the lives of early Christian women. Several aspects of women's everyday existence 



are investigated, including the lives of wives, widows, women with children, female slaves, women as 
patrons, household leaders, and teachers. In addition, several key themes emerge: hospitality, dining 
practices, and the extent of female segregation.

The Cambridge Anthology of British Medieval Latin: Volume 1, 450-1066

This anthology presents in two volumes a series of Latin texts (with English translation) produced in 
Britain during the period AD 450-1500. Excerpts are taken from Bede and other historians, from the 
letters of women written from their monasteries, from famous documents such as Domesday Book and 
Magna Carta, and from accounts and legal documents, all revealing the lives of individuals at home 
and on their travels across Britain and beyond. It offers an insight into Latin writings on many subjects, 
showing the important role of Latin in the multilingual society of medieval Britain, in which Latin was 
the primary language of written communication and record and also developed, particularly after the 
Norman Conquest, through mutual influence with English and French. The thorough introductions to 
each volume provide a broad overview of the linguistic and cultural background, while the individual 
texts are placed in their social, historical and linguistic context.

The Cambridge Anthology of British Medieval Latin: Volume 2, 1066-1500

This anthology presents in two volumes a series of Latin texts (with English translation) produced in 
Britain during the period AD 450-1500. Excerpts are taken from Bede and other historians, from the 
letters of women written from their monasteries, from famous documents such as Domesday Book and 
Magna Carta, and from accounts and legal documents, all revealing the lives of individuals at home 
and on their travels across Britain and beyond. It offers an insight into Latin writings on many subjects, 
showing the important role of Latin in the multilingual society of medieval Britain, in which Latin was 
the primary language of written communication and record and also developed, particularly after the 
Norman Conquest, through mutual influence with English and French. The thorough introductions to 
each volume provide a broad overview of the linguistic and cultural background, while the individual 
texts are placed in their social, historical and linguistic context.

The Cambridge Anthology of British Medieval Latin: Volume 2, 1066–1500

This anthology presents in two volumes a series of Latin texts (with English translation) produced in 
Britain during the period AD 450-1500. Excerpts are taken from Bede and other historians, from the 
letters of women written from their monasteries, from famous documents such as Domesday Book and 
Magna Carta, and from accounts and legal documents, all revealing the lives of individuals at home 
and on their travels across Britain and beyond. It offers an insight into Latin writings on many subjects, 
showing the important role of Latin in the multilingual society of medieval Britain, in which Latin was 
the primary language of written communication and record and also developed, particularly after the 
Norman Conquest, through mutual influence with English and French. The thorough introductions to 
each volume provide a broad overview of the linguistic and cultural background, while the individual 
texts are placed in their social, historical and linguistic context.

The Cambridge Anthology of British Medieval Latin: Volume 1, 450–1066

This anthology presents in two volumes a series of Latin texts (with English translation) produced in 
Britain during the period AD 450–1500. Excerpts are taken from Bede and other historians, from the 
letters of women written from their monasteries, from famous documents such as Domesday Book and 
Magna Carta, and from accounts and legal documents, all revealing the lives of individuals at home 
and on their travels across Britain and beyond. It offers an insight into Latin writings on many subjects, 
showing the important role of Latin in the multilingual society of medieval Britain, in which Latin was 
the primary language of written communication and record and also developed, particularly after the 
Norman Conquest, through mutual influence with English and French. The thorough introductions to 
each volume provide a broad overview of the linguistic and cultural background, while the individual 
texts are placed in their social, historical and linguistic context.

The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Patristics

This comprehensive volume brings together a team of distinguished scholars to create a wide-ranging 
introduction to patristic authors and their contributions to not only theology and spirituality, but to 
philosophy, ecclesiology, linguistics, hagiography, liturgics, homiletics, iconology, and other fields. Chal-



lenges accepted definitions of patristics and the patristic period – in particular questioning the Western 
framework in which the field has traditionally been constructed Includes the work of authors who wrote 
in languages other than Latin and Greek, including those within the Coptic, Armenian, Syriac, and 
Arabic Christian traditions Examines the reception history of prominent as well as lesser-known figures, 
debating the role of each, and exploring why many have undergone periods of revived interest Offers 
synthetic accounts of a number of topics central to patristic studies, including scripture, scholasticism, 
and the Reformation Demonstrates the continuing role of these writings in enriching and inspiring our 
understanding of Christianity

Perpetua's Passion

Perpetua's Passion studies the third-century martyrdom of a young woman and places it in the 
intellectual and social context of her age. Conflicting ideas of religion, family and gender are explored 
as Salisbury follows Perpetua from her youth in a wealthy Roman household to her imprisonment and 
death in the arena.

Forgotten Desert Mothers, The

In The Forgotten Desert Mothers, Laura Swan introduces readers to the sayings, lives, stories, and 
spirituality of women in the early Christian desert and monastic movement, from the third century on. In 
doing so, she finally sets the record straight that women played an important and influential role in early 
Christianity, indeed a role that has been long overshadowed by men. She begins with an exploration 
of the historical context and spirituality of the desert ascetics. Then she weaves together the sayings 
of the major desert ammas, or mothers, along with commentary that invites readers to reflect on their 
own spiritual journey as they share their wisdom. The book then journeys between desert, monastery 
and city to reveal the stories of ascetics and solitaries whose stories are rarely heard, organized in 
the author's own alphabetical collection. The Forgotten Desert Mothers demonstrates, like no other 
work, that women have long had a history of leadership in Christianity. This engaging, eye-opening, 
and insightful work targets all faith seekers looking to reclaim the history and spirituality of the women 
who came before them, as well as to understand their own inner journey. It will be a welcome addition 
to courses on early church history, women's studies, and religious studies.

A Week In the Life of a Greco-Roman Woman

In first-century Ephesus, life is not easy for women. A young wife meets her daily struggles with 
equanimity and courage. She holds poverty and hunger at bay, fights to keep her child healthy and 
strong, and navigates the unpredictability of her husband's temperament. But into the midst of her daily 
fears and worries, a new hope appears: a teaching that challenges her society's most basic assumption. 
What is this new teaching? And what will it demand of her? In this gripping novel, Holly Beers introduces 
us to the first-century setting where the apostle Paul first proclaimed the gospel. Illuminated by historical 
images and explanatory sidebars, this lively story not only shows us the rich tapestry of life in a thriving 
Greco-Roman city, it also foregrounds the interior life of one courageous woman—and the radical new 
freedom the gospel promised her.

Women and Christian Origins

This new collection of fourteen integrated, original essays by prominent scholars and experienced 
teachers provides a comprehensive and accessible entree to current research on women and the 
origins of Christianity. Engaging for both the interested reader and the specialist in religion, Women and 
Christian Origins is sensitive to feminist theory and attentive to distinctions between the (re)construction 
of women's history in early Christian churches and ancient constructions of gender difference

Queens of a Fallen World

'A brilliant new take' Janina Ramirez, author of Femina 'A masterpiece of the historian's art' Peter 
Brown, author of Augustine of Hippo The powerful and surprising story of the four remarkable women 
who changed Augustine's life - and history - forever. While many know of St Augustine and the 
Confessions, few know of the women whose hopes and dreams shaped his early life: his mother, 
Monnica of Thagaste; his lover; his fiancée; and Justina, the troubled empress of ancient Rome. 
Drawing upon their depictions in the Confessions, historian Kate Cooper skilfully reconstructs their lives 
against the backdrop of the late Roman Empire to paint a vivid portrait of the turbulent society they and 



Augustine moved through. She shows how despite their often precarious position, these women tried 
in their different ways to influence the world around them and argues that Augustine did not end his 
engagement because he was called by God, but because he considered the potential marriage to be 
an unforgiveable betrayal of his lover. Vividly written and drawing on extensive new research, Queens 
of a Fallen World is essential reading for those looking for a new understanding not only of Augustine, 
but also of the women who shaped his life with consequences that were to change Christianity for 
centuries to come.

Late Antique Images of the Virgin Annunciate Spinning

In Late Antique Images of the Virgin Annunciate Spinning: allotting the scarlet and the purple, Catherine 
Gines Taylor traces the iconography and assimilation of the spinning motif from antiquity into early 
Christian representation of the Annunciation.

Christian Women in the Patristic World

From facing wild beasts in the arena to governing the Roman Empire, Christian women--as preachers 
and philosophers, martyrs and empresses, virgins and mothers--influenced the shape of the church 
in its formative centuries. This book provides in a single volume a nearly complete compendium of 
extant evidence about Christian women in the second through fifth centuries. It highlights the social and 
theological contributions they made to shaping early Christian beliefs and practices, integrating their 
influence into the history of the patristic church and showing how their achievements can be edifying 
for contemporary Christians.

Faith, Reason, and Theosis

Theosis shapes contemporary Orthodox theology in two ways: positively and negatively. In the positive 
sense, contemporary Orthodox theologians made theosis the thread that bound together the various 
aspects of theology in a coherent whole and also interpreted patristic texts, which experienced a 
renaissance in the twentieth century, even in Orthodox theology. In the negative sense, contemporary 
theologians used theosis as a triumphalistic club to beat down Catholic and Protestant Christians, 
claiming that they rejected theosis in favor of either a rationalistic or fideistic approach to Christian 
life. The essays collected in this volume move beyond this East–West divide by examining the relation 
between faith, reason, and theosis from Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant perspectives. A variety of 
themes are addressed, such as the nature–grace debate and the relation of philosophy to theology, 
through engagement with such diverse thinkers as Thomas Aquinas, John Wesley, Meister Eckhart, 
Dionysius the Areopagite, Symeon the New Theologian, Panayiotis Nellas, Vladimir Lossky, Martin 
Luther, Martin Heidegger, Sergius Bulgakov, John of the Cross, Delores Williams, Evagrius of Pontus, 
and Hans Urs von Balthasar. The essays in this book are situated within a current thinking on theosis 
that consists of a common, albeit minimalist, affirmation amidst the flow of differences. The authors 
in this volume contribute to the historical theological task of complicating the contemporary Orthodox 
narrative, but they also continue the “theological achievement” of thinking about theosis so that all 
Christian traditions may be challenged to stretch and shift their understanding of theosis even amidst 
an ecumenical celebration of the gift of participation in the life of God.

Early Christian Lives

These pioneering lives are central sources for the major Christian monastic figures from St. Antony, 
who died in 356, to St. Benedict (c. 480-c. 547). Shedding light on the men who were the founding 
fathers of monasticism in both the eastern and western areas of the Roman Empire, these accounts -- 
Athanasius's Life of Antony; St. Jerome's Life of Paul of Thebes, Life of Hilarion, and Life of Malchus; 
Sulpicius Severus's Life of Martin of Tours; and Pope Gregory the Great's Life of Benedict -- also 
illuminate the beliefs and values of their celebrated authors. Full of vivid incidents and astonishing 
miracles, all these works proved hugely popular and influential, and also inspired much of the visual 
imagery of the Middle Ages.

In the Manner of the Franks

Eric J. Goldberg traces the long history of early medieval hunting from the late Roman Empire to 
the death of the last Carolingian king, Louis V, in a hunting accident in 987. He focuses chiefly on 
elite men and the changing role that hunting played in articulating kingship, status, and manhood 



in the post-Roman world. While hunting was central to elite lifestyles throughout these centuries, 
the Carolingians significantly altered this aristocratic activity in the later eighth and ninth centuries 
by making it a key symbol of Frankish kingship and political identity. This new connection emerged 
under Charlemagne, reached its high point under his son and heir Louis the Pious, and continued 
under Louis's immediate successors. Indeed, the emphasis on hunting as a badge of royal power 
and Frankishness would prove to be among the Carolingians' most significant and lasting legacies. 
Goldberg draws on written sources such as chronicles, law codes, charters, hagiography, and poetry 
as well as artistic and archaeological evidence to explore the changing nature of early medieval hunting 
and its connections to politics and society. Featuring more than sixty illustrations of hunting imagery 
found in mosaics, stone sculpture, metalwork, and illuminated manuscripts, In the Manner of the Franks 
portrays a vibrant and dynamic culture that encompassed red deer and wild boar hunting, falconry, 
ritualized behavior, female spectatorship, and complex forms of specialized knowledge that united kings 
and nobles in a shared political culture, thus locating the origins of courtly hunting in the early Middle 
Ages.

Motherhood in Antiquity

This edited collection examines concepts and realities of motherhood in the ancient world. The 
collection uses essays on the Roman Empire, Mesoamerica, the Philippines, Egypt, and India to 
emphasize the concept of motherhood as a worldwide phenomenon and experience. While covering a 
wide geographical range, the editors arranged the collection thematically to explore themes including 
the relationship between the mother, particularly ruling mothers, and children and the mother in real life 
and legend. Some essays explore related issues, such as adaptation and child custody after divorce 
in ancient Egypt and the mother in religious culture of late antiquity and the ancient Buddhist Indian 
world. The contributors utilize a variety of methodologies and approaches including textual analysis 
and archaeological analysis in addition to traditional historical methodology.

Melania

Melania the Elder and her granddaughter Melania the Younger were major figures in early Christian 
history, using their wealth, status, and forceful personalities to shape the development of nearly every 
aspect of the religion we now know as Christianity. This volume examines their influence on late antique 
ÊChristianity and provides an insightful portrait of their legacies in the modern world. Departing from 
the traditionally patriarchal view, Melania gives a poignant and sometimes surprising account of how 
the rise of Christian institutions in the Roman Empire shaped our understanding of womenÕs roles in 
the larger world.

Religions of Rome: Volume 1, A History

This book offers a radical new survey of more than a thousand years of religious life at Rome. It 
sets religion in its full cultural context, between the primitive hamlet of the eighth century BC and the 
cosmopolitan, multicultural society of the first centuries of the Christian era. The narrative account 
is structured around a series of broad themes: how to interpret the Romans' own theories of their 
religious system and its origins; the relationship of religion and the changing politics of Rome; the 
religious importance of the layout and monuments of the city itself; changing ideas of religious identity 
and community; religious innovation - and, ultimately, revolution. The companion volume, Religions of 
Rome: A Sourcebook, sets out a wide range of documents richly illustrating the religious life in the 
Roman world.

Roman Wives, Roman Widows

During the late Republic and early Empire, the new woman' made her appearance. This was a wife or 
widow of means who took part in life outside the walls of her house, including wider society, business 
and extra-marital affairs.

The Witness of Early Christian Women

Meet the heroines of Christianity's formative years! The Witness of Early Christian Women: Mothers of 
the Church demonstrates the radical nature of Christianity's understanding of women and their roles, 
especially in a pagan society that viewed them as little more than property. The variety of women here 
is striking: poor widows, consecrated virgins, heroic martyrs, but also businesswomen, the wealthy, 



and an indomitable traveler on a world tour. Each chapter features a concise biography accompanied 
by writings from the early Church about the woman in question. The Mothers of the Church include: 
Holy Women of the New Testament St. Blandina St. Perpetua and St. Felicity St. Helena St. Thecla St. 
Agnes of Rome St. Macrina Proba the Widow St. Marcella St. Paula St. Eustochium St. Monica Egeria 
the Tourist Explore the impact of each of these women on the Church, then and now. Their stories will 
enthrall you. Their writings will inspire you. Their witness will empower you.

Crispina and Her Sisters

Cripina and Her Sisters explores visual imagery found on burial artifacts of prominent early Christian 
women. It carefully situates the tomb art within the cultural context of customary Roman commem-
orations of the dead and provides an in-depth review of women‘s history in the first four centuries of 
Christianity. From this, a fascinating picture emerges of women‘s authority in the early church--a picture 
either not readily available or recognized, or even sadly distorted in the written history.

Mothers of the Church

Mothers of the Church: The Witness of Early Christian Women will reinforce Catholics understanding of 
the part played by women in the early Church. Drawing upon a wide spectrum of sources, it illustrates 
the many kinds of women that left their mark on sacred history by responding to God s call. Whether 
they were martyrs, abbesses, mothers, desert solitaries, or managers of large family businesses, these 
women s stories will encourage you and deepen your faith. Each chapter features a concise biography 
that is supplemented by quotes from the Fathers writings concerning the woman in question, poetry 
concerning her, and other ancient testimonials. The Mothers of the Church include: Holy Women of 
the New Testament --St. Blandina --St. Perpetua and St. Felicity --St. Helena --St. Thecla --St. Agnes of 
Rome --St. Macrina --Proba the Widow --St. Marcella --St. Paula --St. Eustochium --St. Monica --Egeria 
the Tourist

The Church's Other Half

Women have always constituted at least half of the church’s membership, but for almost 2,000 years 
were excluded from any significant part in its leadership. After the example of Jesus, the earliest 
Christian communities were wholly inclusive in their organisation, but a patriarchal model derived 
from the pattern of the secular Greco-Roman societies was soon adopted. This restricted women to 
subordinate roles from which the struggle to escape continues.

Priscilla

Who was Priscilla? Readers of the Bible may know her as the wife of Aquila, Paul's coworker, or 
someone who explained baptism to Apollos. Biblical references to Priscilla spark questions: Why is 
she mentioned before her husband? Does the mention of her instruction of Apollos mean that women 
taught in the church? What is her story? Ben Witherington addresses these questions and more. In 
this work of historical fiction, Priscilla looks back on her long life and remembers the ways she has 
participated in the early church. Her journey has taken her to Ephesus, Corinth, and Rome, and she's 
partnered with Paul and others along the way. Priscilla's story makes the first-century world come 
alive and helps readers connect the events and correspondence in different New Testament books. 
Witherington combines biblical scholarship and winsome storytelling to give readers a vivid picture of 
an important New Testament woman.

This Female Man of God

This book is a study of the contribution of women to the development of the newly legitimate Christian 
church in the twilight of the Western Roman Empire. There are many women noted for the example 
of their life in this period, regarded amongst the luminaries of the day; but while their male mentors, 
the patristic authors have retained their fame, the women who surrounded and influenced them have 
all but disappeared from sight. The women themselves are partly to blame for this, for in order to be 
pious it made sense to disguise one's sex sometimes literally: Dr Cloke gives examples of those whose 
sex was discovered only after their death - they sought to become androgynous, a third sex before 
God. This book looks at a multitude of examples in some detail and takes an overview of the role of 
Christian women at this time. It should appeal not only to historians, classicists and theologians, but 
also to anyone who takes a general interest in the changing status of women over the the centuries.

Helena



The life of the Empress Helena coincided with the recognition of Christianity as the religion of the 
Roman Empire. Helena made the historic pilgrimage to Palestine, found pieces of wood from the true 
cross, and built churches at Bethlehem and Olivet.

The Lost Apostle

In The Lost Apostle award-winning journalist Rena Pederson investigates a little known subject in early 
Christian history—the life and times of the female apostle Junia. Junia was an early convert and leading 
missionary whose story was “lost” when her name was masculinized to Junias in later centuries. The 
Lost Apostle unfolds like a well-written detective story, presenting Pederson’s lively search for insight 
and information about a woman some say was the first female apostle.

Women of the Gilte Legende

This book is a prose translation of a selection of women saints' lives from the Gilte Legende, the Middle 
English version of Jacobus de Voragine's Legenda Aurea, one of the most influential books to come 
from the middle ages. Because of its popularity and subject matter, the Gilte Legende was widely read 
and used as a model for everyday life, including the education of women through examples set by early 
Christian martyrs. Many of the women saints spoke passionately about their convictions and defended 
their faith and their bodies to the death. For over 400 years, these amazing vernacular stories have 
been inaccessible to a wider audience. This book divides the lives of female saints into: the "ryght 
hooly virgins\

Theology as Autobiography

Autobiographical writings on faith frequently come from the lives of ordinary persons whose struggles 
with faith are often lived at the margins of the church, academy, and society. Yet these voices have the 
potential to reshape the ways in which each of these fields function. To find out what it means to stand 
before God with all of one's humanity on display is to engage in not only the act of confession, but 
to demonstrate a bold theological reflection that needs to be more explicitly understood. By turning to 
spiritual autobiographies as theological source texts, we learn to place our emphasis where it matters 
most, on the people whose lives of faith move us deeply and cause us to re-examine our own lives 
in light of their witness. Moving through a range of ancient, early modern, and contemporary spiritual 
writers in order to demonstrate a profound connection that unites them all, this book portrays how 
a critical self-examination of one's most personal, internal fractures (our "poverty" as it were) is the 
only way to develop a life of faith--the dual meaning of the word "confession," which expresses both a 
revealing of one's sins, or brokenness, and the articulation of what one believes.

Women in the New Testament

Bonnie Thurston examines the personalities, place, and power of women in the New Testament. She 
provides a cultural and religious context for them by briefly outlining the position of women in the 
Greco-Roman world. The aim is to reveal the ways in which early Christianity attempted to liberate 
people from oppression (particularly patriarchy), as well as to point out the places and ways in which 
the early Christian community compromised with the dominant society.

The Christian vs. The University

Known to hundreds of thousands of students and alumni of the Pennsylvania State University as 
"The Willard Preacher," Garrison (Gary) Cattell has been open-air evangelizing there daily since 1982. 
Through a series of poignant and heartfelt letters of advice addressed to a young Christian convert, this 
book captures the essence of his lifelong preaching ministry. It is recommended for students, inquirers 
to the Christian Faith, and anyone struggling to find and defend Truth on today's college campus.

Women & Christianity

"Students and scholars of Christian history will find Women & Christianity a refreshing and valuable 
resource. Women, Christian or otherwise, who seek an understanding of their past and their present 
will also find this book helpful."--BOOK JACKET.

The Lost Apostle, Paperback Reprint



In The Lost Apostle award-winning journalist Rena Pederson investigates a little known subject in early 
Christian history—the life and times of the female apostle Junia. Junia was an early convert and leading 
missionary whose story was “lost” when her name was masculinized to Junias in later centuries. The 
Lost Apostle unfolds like a well-written detective story, presenting Pederson’s lively search for insight 
and information about a woman some say was the first female apostle.

Penguin Classics: The Catalogue

'From books, all I seek is to give myself pleasure by an honourable pastime' Michel de Montaigne In 
1946, E. V. Rieu's groundbreaking translation of The Odyssey established a cultural legacy that would 
bring the world's most compelling and influential literature to millions of readers around the globe. For 
over sixty-five years, Penguin Classics have been making works that were once the sole preserve of 
academics accessible to everyone; this catalogue offers a complete list of all titles in print across the 
list - more than 1,200 books, from Aristotle and Austen, to Zola and Zamyatin. It also features Michel 
de Montaigne's enchanting essay 'On Books'. 'The Penguin Classics, though I designed them to give 
pleasure even more than instruction, have been hailed as the greatest educative force of the twentieth 
century. And far be it for me to quarrel with that encomium, for there is no one whom they have educated 
more than myself' E. V. Rieu
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