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The growth of slums is a critical urban challenge directly tied to the availability and inadequacy of 
essential infrastructure. Rapid urbanization often outpaces the provision of basic services, leading to 
the proliferation of informal settlements that lack proper housing, sanitation, clean water, and reliable 
utilities, exacerbating poverty and health crises within these communities.
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Assessing Benefits of Slum Upgrading Programs in Second-best Settings

"Slum upgrading programs are being used by national and city governments in many countries to 
improve the welfare of households living in slum and squatter settlements. These programs typically 
include a combination of improvements in neighborhood infrastructure, land tenure, and building quality. 
In this paper, the authors develop a dynamic general equilibrium model to compare the effectiveness 
of alternative slum upgrading instruments in a second-best setting with distortions in the land and 
credit markets. They numerically test the model using data from three Brazilian cities and find that the 
performance of in situ slum upgrading depends on the severity of land and credit market distortions and 
how complementary policy initiatives are being implemented to correct for these problems. Pre-existing 
land supply and credit market distortions reduce the benefit-cost ratios across interventions, and 
change the rank ordering of preferred interventions. In the light of these findings, it appears that 
partial equilibrium analysis used in typical cost-benefit work overstates the stream of net benefits from 
upgrading interventions and may in fact propose a misleading sequence of interventions. "--World Bank 
web site.

Urbanization and Slums

Papers read at a symposium in Indian context, organized by Council for Social Development, and held 
at Calcutta.

Learning from the Slums for the Development of Emerging Cities

This book deals with slums as a specific question and a central focus in urban planning. It radically 
reverses the official version of the history of world cities as narrated during decades: slums are not at 
the margin of the contemporary process of urbanization; they are an integral part of it. Taking slums 
as its central focus and regarding them as symptomatic of the ongoing transformations of the city, the 
book moves to the very heart of the problem in urban planning. The book presents 16 case studies 

https://chilis.com.pe/search/slum-growth
https://chilis.com.pe/search/slum-growth
https://chilis.com.pe/search/infrastructure-availability
https://chilis.com.pe/search/urban-development
https://chilis.com.pe/search/informal-settlements
https://chilis.com.pe/search/basic-amenities-access


that form the basis for a theory of the slum and a concrete development manual for the slum. The 
interdisciplinary approach to analysing slums presented in this volume enables researchers to look at 
social and economic dimensions as well as at the constructive and spatial aspects of slums. Both at 
the scientific and the pedagogical level, it allows one to recognize the efforts of the slum’s residents, 
key players in the past, and present development of their neighborhoods, and to challenge public and 
private stakeholders on priorities decided in urban planning, and their mismatches when compared to 
the findings of experts and the demands of users. Whether one is a planner, an architect, a developer or 
simply an inhabitant of an emerging city, the presence of slums in one’s environment – at the same time 
central and nonetheless incongruous – makes a person ask questions. Today, it is out of the question 
to be satisfied with the assumption of the marginality of slums, or of the incongruous nature of their 
existence. Slums are now fully part of the urban landscape, contributing to the identity and the urbanism 
of cities and their stakeholders.

SLUMS OF INDIA

Contents: 1. Introduction, 2. Slums of the World and in India, 3. Health Care Delivery In India, 4. Slums in 
Chennai, 5. Health Care Programmes for the Slum Population of Chennai City 6. Children, Women and 
Geriatric Care for the Slum Population of Chennai City 7. Conclusion and Suggestions. The inspiration 
to write this book came from the collection of data for a Need Assessment Study of a local slum near 
my residence. The buildings in the slum locality, the inhabitants and their livelihood, the availability 
of infrastructure, both governmental and private, in their vicinity and above all, the requirements and 
expectations of the population, all helped me undertake this study and thus the outcome of the thesis 
and this book.Specific reference is made to only 4 divisions from 4 zones from the erstwhile Chennai 
city before the expansion of 2012. Though expansion would have dispersed the ward and division 
numbers, the name of the location, its locality and the population remain the same. Therefore, I have 
simply changed the zone numbers to West, North, South-west and South.All the data pertaining to this 
study limits to the year 2009. Though this parameter is in fact a shortcoming to the study, the hypotheses 
and its outcome remain significant to this day. Also the representing sample of 300 compared to the 
total population of 6,26,271 of the 4 zones put together is sufficient since the sample population and 
the total population are not spread away from each other.

Slums

Slums: How Informal Real Estate Markets Work shows that unauthorized settlements in rapidly growing 
cities are not divorced from market forces; rather, they must be understood as complex environments 
where state policies and market actors play a role.

Slum Dwellers, Curse on Development

The Slum Is A Pervasive Phenomenon Throughout The Developing Countries Of The World. Slum 
Cannot Be Separated From The Social System In The Urban Life. The Slum Have Created Many 
Social, Moral And Demographic Problems And The Situation Have Been Further Aggravated Due To 
Uncontrolled Migration, Unbalanced Distribution Of Income, Inadequate Community Facilities, Lack Of 
Urban Planning, Absence Of Community Participation And Ineffective Legal Measure.Like A Disease, 
Slum Seems To Grow And Multiply. Several Factors Contribute Towards The Growth Of Slum In Urban 
Areas. Number Of Studies Have Indicated That They Have Created Many Social Problems And There 
Are Many Reasons For Providing A Maximum Desirable Standard Of Living To Each And Every Section 
Of The Society. The Slum Dwellers Are Deprived Of The Satisfaction Of Even Basic Need Such As 
Living In Appaling Conditions, It Becomes Duty Of The Social Worker To Scientifically Study And To 
Suggest Some Measures For Betterment.

India's Growing Slums

Contributed articles.

Urbanization and Its Impact on Socio-Economic Growth in Developing Regions

The social and economic systems of any country are influenced by a range of factors. As the global 
population grows in developing nations, it has become essential to examine the effects of urbanization. 
Urbanization and Its Impact on Socio-Economic Growth in Developing Regions is a pivotal reference 
source for the latest research findings on the role of urban growth on the socio-economic infrastruc-



tures in developing regions. Featuring extensive coverage on relevant areas such as job creation, 
sustainability, and transportation planning, this publication is an ideal resource for city development 
planners, decision-makers, researchers, academics, and students interested in emerging perspectives 
on socio-economic development.

HOUSING PROBLEMS OF SLUM DWELLERS: A STUDY OF MANGALORE CITY

This book is an earnest effort in understanding the slums and their needs by taking a case study 
of Kalaburagi, India. This study aims to contribute sustainable methodologies to advance the living 
conditions of slum dwellers and for better execution of slum policies. The core objectives are: 1) mapping 
the existing slums of Kalaburagi (formerly Gulbarga) city using slum ontology from very high-resolution 
data and validating the slum map through ground survey and using reliable data; 2) developing a model 
to understand the factors which are responsible for the present growth as well as to predict the future 
growth of slums; 3) estimating the housing demand of urban poor and suggesting a suitable site for the 
rehabilitation program; and 4) suggestions for the better intervention of government policies with special 
reference to in-situ program. Urban is the future, and slums are its reality. Sustainable development 
goals are directly and indirectly concerned about the increasing urbanization and the slums. Housing 
the urban poor and affordable housing to all are the national missions. Practically making these plans 
successful depends on a deep understanding of urban issues and proper methodology and technology 
to handle it. The participatory slum mapping, cellular automata slum model, housing demand analysis, 
and the spatial decision support system demonstrated in the book help in monitoring and managing 
the slums and thus lead towards a slum-free India.

Slum Development in India

More than 900 million people currently live in urban slums and the number is growing as rapid urban-
ization continues in the developing world. A Home in the City urges countries to strengthen their focus 
on the growing urban crisis and improving the lives of slum dwellers. Proposed are specific investments 
and policy changes required at local and national levels to create a vibrant, equitable and productive 
urban environment. It underscores the need for close strategic partnerships between local authorities 
and organizations of the urban poor for slum upgrading and improved urban management. From 
adopting citywide strategies and establishing adequate and affordable infrastructure and services, to 
building effective public transport and constructing low-income housing, it offers valuable methods to 
prevent future slum formation and to improve the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers by 2020.

Slum in India

1.1 General Background The word ‘slum’ has a slangy connotation in British society from where this 
word is thought to be originated. In the eastern end of London, this word means ‘room,’ and it evolved 
over time to mean ‘back slum’ giving the sense of ‘back allay, street of poor people’ (Etymological 
Dictionary). The Slum is variously named, often interchangeably used, in different parts of the globe viz. 
shanty town, favela, rookery, gecekondu, skid row, barrio, ghetto, bidonville, taudis, bandas de miseria, 
barrio marginal, morro, loteamento, barraca, musseque, tugurio, solares, mudun safi, karyan, medina 
achouaia, brarek, ishash, galoos, tanake, baladi, trushebi, chalis, katras, zopadpattis, bustee, estero, 
looban, dagatan, umjondolo, watta, udukku, and chereka bete (UN-Habitat, 2003). Below are some of 
the definitions of slum given by some eminent social scientists working in the field of slums. Merrium 
Websters’ American Dictionary defines slums as “a densely populated usually urban area marked by 
crowding, dirty run-down housing, poverty, and social disorganization” whereas the Oxford Dictionary 
defines slums to be a “squalid and overcrowded urban street or district inhabited by very poor people” 
and it also tells that the slums consists of type of “houses or buildings unfit for human habitation”. As 
per, the Cambridge online dictionary, a slumis “a very poor and crowded area, especially of a city” in 
which the living conditions are “untidy or dirty”. Colin's dictionary states that “a slumis an area of a city 
where living conditions are very bad and where the houses are in bad condition” and it also lists some 
of its synonyms like hovel, ghetto, shanty, etc.

UN Millennium Development Library: A Home in The City

This book looks at slums and social exclusion in the four major megacities of India and Brazil, and 
analyzes the interrelationships between urban policies and housing and environmental issues. The 
challenges posed in Delhi, Mumbai, Rio de Janeiro and Suo Paulo have spurred public reformers into 
action through housing, rehabilitation and conservation programs. Civil society and the inhabitants of 



these cities have also begun to get involved. On the other hand, one must wonder whether these 
challenges were partly created by the deficiencies of these very reformers and civil society, be it 
their lack of intervention (as advocates of government intervention would argue), or the flaws and 
inadequacies of their actions (as supporters of the free market would suggest). Are policies alleviating 
or aggravating social exclusion This book explores these questions and more.

LIFE SCUFFLES OF SLUM DWELLERS A geographic Study of Gurgaon

This report provides an overview of important urban poverty questions. What defines urban poverty 
and how is urban poverty being measured? What other factors beyond consumption poverty need 
to be tackled? Who are the urban poor? What relations exist between urban poverty and city size? 
What linkages exist between urbanization, income, and urban poverty? What policy responses to urban 
poverty are implemented in selected Asian countries? The report served as a background study for 
the International Policy Workshop on Urban Poverty and Inclusive Cities in Asia, organized by the 
Asian Development Bank and the International Poverty Reduction Center held from 24-25 June 2013 
in Suqian, Jiangsu Province, the People's Republic of China.

Megacity Slums

The Challenge of Slums presents the first global assessment of slums, emphasizing their problems 
and prospects. Using a newly formulated operational definition of slums, it presents estimates of the 
number of urban slum dwellers and examines the factors at all level, from local to global, that underlie 
the formation of slums as well as their social, spatial and economic characteristics and dynamics. It 
goes on to evaluate the principal policy responses to the slum challenge of the last few decades. From 
this assessment, the immensity of the challenges that slums pose is clear. Almost 1 billion people live 
in slums, the majority in the developing world where over 40 per cent of the urban population are slum 
dwellers. The number is growing and will continue to increase unless there is serious and concerted 
action by municipal authorities, governments, civil society and the international community. This report 
points the way forward and identifies the most promising approaches to achieving the United Nations 
Millennium Declaration targets for improving the lives of slum dwellers by scaling up participatory slum 
upgrading and poverty reduction programmes. The Global Report on Human Settlements is the most 
authoritative and up-to-date assessment of conditions and trends in the world's cities. Written in clear 
language and supported by informative graphics, case studies and extensive statistical data, it will 
be an essential tool and reference for researchers, academics, planners, public authorities and civil 
society organizations around the world.

Urban Poverty in Asia

The book presents academic research on urbanization, urban poverty and slum development initiatives 
in South Asia, in general, and Bangladesh, in particular, in the light of global slum upgrading initiatives. 
It combines the urban poverty and slum development initiatives globally and country-specific context 
in a single frame. The book identifies different dimensions of urban poverty, best practices of slum de-
velopment initiatives, and challenges of the implementation of these programs so that the government 
and different development partners redesign their implementation strategies as regards to reducing 
the urban poverty and making improvement to the living conditions of the slum dwellers. The book 
provides a clear understanding of the penetrating procedures of different slum development initiatives 
in the global perspectives, following the operation procedure of different programs in Bangladesh. This 
allows the readers to make a comparison of the operating procedures of different programs.

The Challenge of Slums

This open access book utilizes new data to thoroughly analyze the main factors currently shaping the 
African housing market. Some of these factors include the supply and demand for housing finance, land 
tenure security issues, construction cost conundrum, infrastructure provision, and low-cost housing 
alternatives. Through detailed analysis, the authors investigate the political economy surrounding the 
continent’s housing market and the constraints that behind-the-scenes policy makers need to address 
in their attempts to provide affordable housing for the majority in need. With Africa’s urban population 
growing rapidly, this study highlights how broad demographic shifts and rapid urbanization are placing 
enormous pressure on the limited infrastructure in many cities and stretching the economic and social 
fabric of municipalities to their breaking point. But beyond providing a snapshot of the present conditions 
of the African housing market, the book offers recommendations and actionable measures for policy 



makers and other stakeholders on how best to provide affordable housing and alleviate Africa’s housing 
deficit. This work will be of particular interest to practitioners, non-governmental organizations, private 
sector actors, students and researchers of economic policy, international development, and urban 
development.

Slums and Community Development

The UN currently estimates that there are about 837 million urban slum dwellers worldwide, and 
this figure is likely to rise to 1.5 billion by 2020 if current trends are not reversed. This book offers 
five geographically and institutionally diverse case studies from Latin America, where some of the 
longest-running and most successful programmes in this field have been conducted. These pro-
grammes, involving a wide variety of funding arrangements and agencies, demonstrate the positive 
impact that community participation and people-oriented service solutions can have on slum upgrading 
efforts in low income urban areas.

Urbanization, Urban Sustainability and the Future of Cities

Developing regions are set to account for the vast majority of future urban growth, and women and 
girls will become the majority inhabitants of these locations in the Global South. This is one of the first 
books to detail the challenges facing poorer segments of the female population who commonly reside 
in ‘slums’. It explores the variegated disadvantages of urban poverty and slum-dwelling from a gender 
perspective. This book revolves around conceptualisation of the ‘gender-urban-slum interface’ which 
explains key elements to understanding women’s experiences in slum environments. It has a specific 
focus on the ways in which gender inequalities are can be entrenched but also alleviated. Included is a 
review of the demographic factors which are increasingly making cities everywhere ‘feminised spaces’, 
such as increased rural-urban migration among women, demographic ageing, and rising proportions 
of female-headed households in urban areas. Discussions focus in particular on education, paid and 
unpaid work, access to land, property and urban services, violence, intra-urban mobility, and political 
participation and representation. This book will be of use to researchers and professionals concerned 
with gender and development, urbanisation and rural-urban migration.

Slums of the World

""Slum" is among the most evocative and judgmental words of the modern world. It originated in 
the slang language of the world's then-largest city, London, early in the nineteenth century. Its use 
thereafter proliferated, and its original meanings unraveled as colonialism and urbanization transformed 
the world, and as prejudice against those disadvantaged by these transformations became entrenched. 
Cuckoo-like, "slum" overtook and transformed other local idioms: for example, bustee, favela, kampong, 
shack. "Slum" once justified heavy-handed redevelopment schemes that tore apart poor but viable 
neighborhoods. Now it underpins schemes of neighbourhood renewal that, seemingly benign in their 
intentions, nonetheless pay scant respect to the viewpoints of their inhabitants. This Oxford Handbook 
probes both present-day understandings of slums and their historical antecedents. It discusses the 
evolution of slum "improvement" policies globally from the early nineteenth century to the early 
twenty-first century. It encompasses multiple perspectives: anthropology, archaeology, architecture, 
geography, history, politics, sociology, urban studies and urban planning. It emphasizes the influences 
of gender and race inequality, and the persistence of subaltern agency notwithstanding entrenched 
prejudice and unsympathetically-applied institutionalized power. Uniquely, it balances contributions 
from scholars who deny the legitimacy of "slum" in social and policy analysis, with those who accept its 
relevance as a measuring stick of social disadvantage and as a vehicle for social reform. This Handbook 
does not simply footnote the past; it critiques conventional understandings of urban social disadvantage 
and reform across time and place in the modern world. It suggests pathways for future research and 
for alleviative reform"--

Analytical Perspective of Pro-poor Slum Upgrading Frameworks

It examines the range of strategies, including the most recent experiments in local community - private 
sector partnership, that have been used to try and improve housing conditions for the very poor and 
why they have so often failed. It also reviews the state of existing policy-oriented research with a view 
to understanding the possible future of these settlements.

The Face of Urbanization and Urban Poverty in Bangladesh



Report on self help community development projects to improve urban area living conditions in Hyder-
abad slums in India - evaluates social workers' and UNICEF (role of UN) assistance in encouraging 
educational opportunity, vocational training for woman workers, small farm and household production, 
cottage industry based on rural cooperatives, access to credit, etc. References.

Housing Market Dynamics in Africa

"In India, over 30 per cent of the total population lives below the poverty line. Such a high degree 
of poverty highlights a serious dimension of the country's urban scenario also. The insufficient 
employment opportunities and poor income levels add to the miseries of the urban poor. They live 
in sub-standard settlements like slums, unauthorized colonies, squatters, pavements, resettlement 
colonies, etc. These settlements are considered to be the most filthiest in the world. Taking a serious 
note of the growing urban poverty, the Government of India spent hundreds of crores of rupees on 
implementing various schemes and programmes with no significant result. Urban poverty continues 
to be an area of major concern and unbeatable challenge. It was against this backdrop, experts 
working on different aspects of urban poverty were approached to contribute articles expressing their 
views and giving their first-hand experiences. The reading of this volume can be immensely useful to 
professionals, government officials, activists etc., who are involved in poverty alleviation programmes."

Slums of the World

Diploma Thesis from the year 2003 in the subject Social Pedagogy / Social Work, grade: 1,0 (A), 
University of Applied Sciences Frankfurt am Main (Social Work and Health), language: English, 
abstract: Migration to urban areas is seen as a big contributor to the infrastructural problems in the cities. 
But, people do not migrate to the cities just because of the bright city lights; they also face problems in 
the rural areas which drive them to migrate. Social work is active in working with people and it shall be 
found out how the situation of rural out- migration and urbanisation is and what the impacts of social 
work can be in the rural areas as cause oriented intervention.

Slum Upgrading and Participation

This volume analyses occupation, earning, and standard of living of the low income households from 
slum clusters in Delhi, and lays emphasis on strategies and efforts initiated by the slum dwellers 
to cope with uncertainties they face. The role of informal institutions or networks in accessing infor-
mation pertaining to the urban labour market, and in experiencing an upward mobility, constitutes 
an important dimension of the analysis. Transfer of resources - monestary and/or non-monetary - 
across individuals/households, which can be either based on altruistic behaviour or motivated by the 
principle of exchange (or strategic exchange) takes the central position in the analysis. This helps 
derive the domain of public policy, which would not be in conflict with the existing institutions, and would 
emerge as supportive measures instead of appearing as direct interventions. Interspatial variations in 
economic activities performed in the city and their impact on the labour market in terms of physical 
segmentation, constitute the other major aspect that the study focuses on. Differences in occupational 
choices, incomes and consumption expenditure across seems in the broad context of intra-household 
inequality are dealt with. Finally, it reviews the past and ongoing programmes relating to urban poverty, 
and compares them with the policy directives following from the present study.

Cities, Slums and Gender in the Global South

Red tape is a significant stumbling block to the provision of affordable shelter to the urban poor and, 
indeed, slums are largely the result of inappropriate regulatory frameworks. This practice-oriented 
manual tackles the issue of regulatory frameworks for urban upgrading and new housing development, 
and how they impact on access to adequate, affordable shelter and other key livelihood assets, 
in particular for the urban poor. It illustrates two methods for reviewing regulatory frameworks and 
expounds guiding principles for effecting change, informed by action research. The downloadable 
resources contain case studies, methods, exercises and tools, references and website links, and a 
video on reviewing regulatory frameworks.

The Oxford Handbook of the Modern Slum

“Saath ensured communities understood not just their rights when it came to basic services but also 
their responsibilities. With three decades of experience in partnerships for equitable and rights-based 



urban development, Saath is well positioned not just to be a player, important as that is, but to also be 
a resource agency, a teacher and a guru, sharing its successes and failures to other institutions who 
are treading a similar path.” Mr Shankar Venkateswaran, Former Chief, TATA Sustainibilty Group and 
former Country Head, American India Foundation “This book not only highlights the good work done 
by Saath, but also provides food for thought in terms of what needs to be done to make our cities a 
much better place to live than what they are today. This book will certainly help inspire people to join 
NGOs in their own ways and help create an atmosphere for social change that will lead to a more 
inclusive growth.” Mr Dilip Chenoy, Secretary General, Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce 
and Industries “Urban India needs a large number of initiatives like those taken by SAATH to solve its 
large and diversified problems.” Prof Chetan Vaidya, former Director of the National Institute of Urban 
Affairs and School of Planning and Architecture, Delhi, Trustee of Saath

Urban Development Policy

First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Housing the Urban Poor

This book deepens the understanding of the broader processes that shape and mediate the responses 
to climate change of poor urban households and communities in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 
Representing an important contribution to the evolution of more effective pro-poor climate change 
policies in urban areas by local governments, national governments and international organisations, 
this book is invaluable reading to students and scholars of environment and development studies.

Changing Slum Communities

More than 900 million people currently live in urban slums and the number is growing as rapid urban-
ization continues in the developing world. A Home in the City urges countries to strengthen their focus 
on the growing urban crisis and improving the lives of slum dwellers. Proposed are specific investments 
and policy changes required at local and national levels to create a vibrant, equitable and productive 
urban environment. It underscores the need for close strategic partnerships between local authorities 
and organizations of the urban poor for slum upgrading and improved urban management. From 
adopting citywide strategies and establishing adequate and affordable infrastructure and services, to 
building effective public transport and constructing low-income housing, it offers valuable methods to 
prevent future slum formation and to improve the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers by 2020.

Dimensions of Urban Poverty

Case studies with special reference to India.

Migration to Urbanisation: Rural Social Work and the Prevention of Slum Growth

Occupational Choices, Networks, and Transfers
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