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Soulmates On Ice From Hometown Glory To The Top O

#soulmates on ice #figure skating journey #hometown ice champions #ice dance triumph #pair skating glory

Discover the enchanting journey of two soulmates on ice, chronicling their inspiring ascent from humble
hometown glory to achieving the pinnacle of figure skating success. This captivating narrative explores
their dedication, passion, and artistic triumph on the world's grandest stages.
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Soulmates on Ice

"Soulmates on Ice speaks to the unlikely path Meagan Duhamel and Eric Radford followed en route to
the top of the world in figure skating. The Northern Ontario pairs skaters, who won a complete set of
Olympic medals, reflect on how they developed a working relationship and honed their resilience in a
sport that often left them bloodied and bruised. Ultimately, the two-time world champions earned the
perfect, storybook ending to the sport they have adored since they laced up their first pairs of skates."--

Soulmates on Ice

Soulmates On Ice speaks to the unlikely path Meagan Duhamel and Eric Radford followed to the top
of the world in figure skating.

Proud to Play

The 2018 Winter Olympics marked a milestone for LGBTQ+ athletes. Thirteen athletes out of 3,000
competitors were out and proud — nearly double the number who felt comfortable sharing their
sexuality four years earlier at the Sochi Games. Many athletes stay closeted for their entire sports
careers, often unable to compete at their highest ability because of the shame and self-doubt they feel
in not being true to their orientation or identity. But coming out still means facing harassment from fans,
teammates, opponents, and the media, and a lack of sponsorship opportunities. While organizations
like You Can Play, the Canadian Olympic Committee and Eagle Canada have made progress in recent
years in promoting inclusivity at the grassroots and elite sporting levels, there is still much work to be
done to ensure all athletes feel safe being their authentic selves. Athletes profiled include swimmer Mark
Tewksbury, rhythmic gymnast Rose Cossar, professional hockey player Brock McGillis, speed skater
Anastasia Bucsis, pairs figure skater Eric Radford, volleyball players Betty Baxter and Christopher Voth
and hockey player Angela James. Generously illustrated with photographs and given context by an
overview of the history of LGBTQ+ athletes in Canada, this book will make all young sports enthusiasts
and competitors proud to play.

In Sight of the Mountain
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In the devastating aftermath of the 1889 Great Seattle Fire, nineteen-year-old Anna Gallagher faces
considerable pressure to marry well and soon. She has two serious suitors: a well-meaning but
condescending doctor, and an evasive fisherman who challenges her mind. But Anna has no intention
of giving up her freedom to keep house; she has a dream to reach the summit of Mount Rainier. Despite
her family's disapproval and her own self-doubt, she secretly trains, raises money for supplies, and buys
a train ticket to the base of the mountain. If she succeeds in reaching its icy peak, she could pioneer the
way for women mountaineers; but it's a tall task and there's much at risk-including the heart of a man
who just might love her as an equal. On the journey, Anna will face glaciers, avalanches, and frozen
temperatures, all without knowing if she even has a family or a future to return to. In Sight of the Mountain
is a charming coming-of-age story, but it also casts the reader's gaze upon issues of colonialism, class,
and women's far-too-narrow options. Highly recommended for Book Clubs! Questions for discussion
are included at the end of the book.

Where I'm from

"In the Fall of 2010 | gave an assignment in my Appalachian Literature class at Berea College, telling my
students to write their own version of "Where I'm From" poem based on the writing prompt and poem
by George Ella Lyon, one of the preeminent Appalachian poets. | was so impressed by the results of
the assignment that | felt the poems needed to be preserved in a bound document. Thus, this little
book. These students completely captured the complexities of this region and their poems contain all
the joys and sorrows of living in Appalachia. | am proud that they were my students and | am very proud
that together we produced this record of contemporary Appalachian Life" -- Silas House

Tessa and Scott

Tessa and Scott share their incredible and inspiring story — now updated and expanded with a

new introduction, over 100 dazzling new photographs, and three all-new chapters covering the pair’'s
stunning performances at the Sochi and PyeongChang Olympic Games and beyond. Tessa Virtue and
Scott Moir are the most decorated figure skaters in the history of the sport, and are widely celebrated by
peers and fans alike for their superior athleticism, one-of-a-kind partnership, and generosity of spirit.
In these pages, they share their incredible story with the world. Tessa and Scott: Our Journey from
Childhood Dream to Gold offers an intimate and revealing behind-the-scenes look at the iconic duo.
Veteran sports columnist Steve Milton draws from hours of conversations with Tessa and Scott as they
take us from their first meeting in 1995 to their impressive debut and rapid rise on the international
scene; from the highs and lows of competitive skating to the profound impact of Tessa’s injury and
subsequent recovery; and from their unprecedented Olympic achievements in Vancouver in 2010 and
Sochi in 2014, through to their exhilarating triumph in Pyeongchang in 2018, when their performance
capture hearts the world over and catapulted them into unparalleled international acclaim. Lavishly
illustrated with over 100 new photos, this updated and expanded edition is filled with personal stories
and recollections from Tessa, Scott, and those close to them — including family members, friends, and
coaches past and present. Tessa and Scott is as much a spectacular visual history as it is a celebration
of two of the world’s premier athletes.

The Breath Between Waves

Penelope Fletcher gave up everything to board the RMS Titanic. Forced to travel to America for

her father's new job, Penelope left her home in Scotland, her beloved grandmother, and even her
girlfriend, who promptly got engaged to someone else. Heartbroken, Penelope isn't looking forward
to the weeklong journey. Or that her parents want her to find a husband in America. To make matters
worse, she also has to share a cabin with a complete stranger. Ruby Cole, her spunky Irish roommate,
is unlike anyone Penelope ever met. They become fast friends as they bond over crushing family
expectations and sneaking into lush parties together. That Ruby likes women, too, comes as a surprise
to Penelope, but she knows their affair can only be temporary. Because as soon as the Titanic arrives
in New York, Penelope will have to marry someone of her father’s choosing. Before long, though, they’ll
both have to decide what—and who—is really worth fighting for.

Quantum Shorts

This book presents winning and shortlisted stories from past editions of the international Quantum
Shorts competition. Inspired by the weird and wonderful world of quantum physics, the shorts range
from bold imaginings of a quantum future to contemplations rooted in the everyday. They feature



characters of all sorts: lovers beginning their lives together, an atom having an existential crisis, and,
of course, cats. These Quantum Shorts will unleash in your mind a multiverse of ideas.

Tangled Up In Christmas

| might be a country girl from the same small town of Sweetwater, Texas, as horse wrangler Roarke
Frost, the girl next door who knows him like few know him, but I didn't know enough to save my heart.
He's the reason why | left Sweetwater behind. But now fate proves she loves a wicked twist and sends
me back to Sweetwater to pull together a Christmas festival—and | run smack into the man again,
quite literally. His body is pressed to mine, his hands on my arms, and I'm melting like chocolate in the
sizzling Texas sunshine. And | run. | know it's not exactly respectable, but it works, just not for long.
No matter how much I try to get tangled up in Christmas, | end up tangled up in Roarke instead—and
the man has me feeling the heat of our attraction and the warmth of our past friendship. He feels like
Mr. Right, but history says he’s Mr. Wrong. But if he wants a second chance, Roarke Frost is going to
have to work for it. He’ll need to prove to me that this holiday is a season of new beginnings, the kind
that last forever. Each book in the Texas Heat series is STANDALONE: * The Truth About Cowboys *
Tangled up in Christmas

Under the Milky Way

Nothing ever happens in Dawson, Colorado. Until high school senior Cassidy Roekiem’s mom checks
into a “wellness center,” but nothing is wrong with her. Then people start seeing lights in the sky and
missing chunks of time, but the town insists nothing is going on. And now Hayden, the new boy at
school who keeps to himself and is more than a little mysterious, starts to notice her like it's nothing out
of the ordinary. Suddenly, “nothing” is starting to feel a whole lot like something. And everything leads
back to Hayden. The boy she’s starting to fall for. The boy with too many dark secrets for his kind heart.
The boy she’s pretty sure isn’'t human...

A Kiss for You

It's more than a kiss. More than a touch. More than a book. ¢ A Kiss for You is a collection of four
romances, you'll be glad you devoured. Over 800 pages and 3 standalone novels and a best selling

duet that readers can’t stop talking about.c ¢ The four best-selling novels included are:c ¢ The Dark Ones
by Rachel Van Dyken Bad Penny by Staci Hart King Duet by T.M. Frazier The Wright Brother by K.A
Linde Top Shelf Romance represents the best of the best in romance. There are no cliffhangers. These
are simply must-read novels for readers looking for the best in happily ever afters.

Nick & Norah's Infinite Playlist

The New York Times bestselling he-said/she-said rock n’ roll romance that inspired the motion picture
starring Michael Cera (Juno, Arrested Development) and Kat Dennings (Thor, TV's 2 Broke Girls)! "I
know this is going to sound strange, but would you mind being my girlfriend for the next five minutes?"
Nick frequents New York's indie rock scene nursing a broken heart. Norah is questioning all of her
assumptions about the world. They have nothing in common except for their taste in music, until a
chance encounter leads to an all-night quest to find a legendary band's secret show and ends up
becoming a first date that could change both their lives. Co-written by Rachel Cohn and David Levithan,
co-author of WILL GRAYSON, WILL GRAYSON with John Green (THE FAULT IN OUR STARS), NICK
& NORAH'S INFINITE PLAYLIST is a sexy, funny roller coaster of a story that reminds you how you
can never be sure where the night will take you...

Arboria Park

Stacy Halloran has lived most of her life in 1950s-era housing development Arboria Park. But her
beloved neighborhood may not survive much longer. Despite her parents’ entreaties to “stay in the yard
where it's safe,” the Park is where young Stacy roams in quest of “real life.” Through her wanderings,
she learns about the area’s agricultural history; meets people from backgrounds different than her
own; watches her siblings develop interracial and same-sex relationships; helps launch the local
punk-rock scene; and finally, settles as a wife and mother. As the neighborhood declines (along with
her relationship with her mother), Stacy considers moving on to rescue herself and her daughter. But
then a massive highway project threatens the ever-resilient Park—and it's Stacy’s task to rally family,
friends, and neighbors to save it.

The Core of Johnny Appleseed



John Chapman, better known as Johnny Appleseed, has become an American icon. Recent biogra-
phies have portrayed him as everything from a schizophrenic wanderer to a shameless hedonist. Who
was the real man behind the legends? Ray Silverman uncovers a portrait of a thoughtful, deeply spiritual
man whose joy in life inspired him to share his bounty with as many others as he could.

I'm with the Banned

| never wanted to be a vampire queen. But on the bright (if not sunny) side of the debacle, I've got a
super-hot new boyfriend. And he just might be the perfect guy. Well, if the perfect guy ghosts you for a
month and then comes back to school with a new look, a pack of friends, and a secret. But we have
bigger problems. The Drainers are back. They're singing a different song, but have they really changed?
Even worse, werewolves’ hearts are being ripped from their bodies—which is putting the people | love
in danger. | need to figure out who is behind the murders before there’s an all-out vampire werewolf
war. No one is going to mess with my friends, even the ones who like to get wild and howl at the moon.
Sometimes, all a girl can do is grab her tiara and start kicking some supernatural ass... The Afterlife
series is best enjoyed in order. Reading Order: Book #1 The Afterlife of the Party Book #2 I'm with the
Banned Book #3 A Sucker for You

Favela

Janice Perlman wrote the first in-depth account of life in the favelas, a book hailed as one of the most
important works in global urban studies in the last 30 years. Now, in Favela, Perliman carries that
story forward to the present. Re-interviewing many longtime favela residents whom she had first met
in 1969--as well as their children and grandchildren--Perlman offers the only long-term perspective
available on the favelados as they struggle for a better life. Perlman discovers that while educational
levels have risen, democracy has replaced dictatorship, and material conditions have improved, many
residents feel more marginalized than ever. The greatest change is the explosion of drug and arms
trade and the high incidence of fatal violence that has resulted. Yet the greatest challenge of all is job
creation--decent work for decent pay. If unemployment and under-paid employment are not addressed,
she argues, all other efforts will fail to resolve the fundamental issues. Foreign Affairs praises PerlIman
for writing "with compassion, artistry, and intelligence, using stirring personal stories to illustrate larger
points substantiated with statistical analysis."

My Sergei

The Olympic gold medalist offers a poignant, loving account of her life with her long-time partner
and beloved husband, Sergei Grinkov, from their first introduction and successive world pairs skating
championships, to their storybook romance and marriage, to the fatal heart attack that took Sergei's
life.

The Difference Between Somehow and Someway

The world gave me everything. After surviving a plane crash, | was lucky to be alive. It was a harsh truth,
but one that changed my perspective on how fragile life could be. So when a fellow survivor caught
my eye, | owed it to myself to take a chance and follow my heart. Bowen Michaels was guarded and
broody, but | saw through his well-formed armor. Much like me, he was broken and lost, but together
we found our way through the darkness. For a brief moment, wrapped in his arms, it felt like maybe he
was right about fate and we'd been destined to find each other all along. But when buried secrets of
the past erupt, igniting us both, it was hard to believe we'd been fated for anything other than failure.
The world gave me everything. And then it took it all away.

The Complete Book of Figure Skating

The executive director of the Professional Skaters Association (PSA) provides proven technique
instruction for more than 100 skills, presenting them progressively from beginning to advanced levels
of expertise. 170 photos.

No Prince

Zepp Hunt wasn't the king of Dayton high school. He was the top of the food chain. And | was next in
line to be dragged into the lion's den. At least that's what he thought...Good girls wanted to tame him.
Bad girls wanted to be tainted by him. Everyone bowed down to him. And me?| hated Zeppelin Hunt



with every fiber of my being.Which was why | stayed away from the arrogant bad boy with tattoos and a
rap sheet.Until | couldn't.Until we traded favors, and | owed him three months of my life. | never thought
| would end up in his bed, and when | did, | had to remind myself that he hated me as much as | hated
him.Until | didn't.Zepp Hunt was no prince, and | absolutely refused to be his damsel in distress...

Execution's Doorstep

The stories of five men unfairly condemned to death

Head Over Heels

Named a best beach/summer read by O, The Oprah Magazine, Cosmopolitan, Parade, PopSugar,
Marie Claire, Bustle, and more! From the author of the Love at First Like and Playing with Matches, an
electrifying rom-com set in the high stakes world of competitive gymnastics, full of Hannah Orenstein’s
signature “charm, whimsy, and giddy romantic tension” (BuzzFeed). The past seven years have been
hard on Avery Abrams: After training her entire life to make the Olympic gymnastics team, a disastrous
performance ended her athletic career for good. Her best friend and teammate, Jasmine, went on to
become an Olympic champion, then committed the ultimate betrayal by marrying their emotionally
abusive coach, Dimitri. Now, reeling from a breakup with her football star boyfriend, Avery returns to
her Massachusetts hometown, where new coach Ryan asks her to help him train a promising young
gymnast with Olympic aspirations. Despite her misgivings and worries about the memaories it will evoke,
Avery agrees. Back in the gym, she’s surprised to find sparks flying with Ryan. But when a shocking
scandal in the gymnastics world breaks, it has shattering effects not only for the sport but also for
Avery and her old friend Jasmine. Perfect for fans of Emily Giffin and Jasmine Guillory, Head Over
Heels proves that no one “writes about modern relationships with more humor or insight than Hannah
Orenstein” (Dana Schwartz, author of Choose Your Own Disaster).

The Tonya Tapes
The Tonya Tapes is the story of Tonya Harding's life, told by Harding to author Lynda Prouse.

The Man who Loved Only Numbers

The biography of a mathematical genius. Paul Erdos was the most prolific pure mathematician in
history and, arguably, the strangest too. 'A mathematical genius of the first order, Paul Erdos was totally
obsessed with his subject -- he thought and wrote mathematics for nineteen hours a day until he died.
He travelled constantly, living out of a plastic bag and had no interest in food, sex, companionship, art
-- all that is usually indispensible to a human life. Paul Hoffman, in this marvellous biography, gives
us a vivid and strangely moving portrait of this singular creature, one that brings out not only Erdos's
genius and his oddness, but his warmth and sense of fun, the joyfulness of his strange life." Oliver
Sacks For six decades Erdos had no job, no hobbies, no wife, no home; he never learnt to cook, do
laundry, drive a car and died a virgin. Instead he travelled the world with his mother in tow, arriving at
the doorstep of esteemed mathematicians declaring ‘My brain is open'. He travelled until his death at
83, racing across four continents to prove as many theorems as possible, fuelled by a diet of espresso
and amphetamines. With more than 1,500 papers written or co-written,

A is for Axel: An Ice Skating Alphabet

AV2 Fiction Readalong by Weigl brings you timeless tales of mystery, suspense, adventure, and the
lessons learned while growing up. These celebrated children’s stories are sure to entertain and educate
while captivating even the most reluctant readers. Log on to www.av2books.com, and enter the unique
book code found on page 2 of this book to unlock an extra dimension to these beloved tales. Hear the
story come to life as you read along in your own book.

Love You to Death

Presents an episode-by-episode look at the first season of "The Vampire Diaries” and includes the story
of L.J. Smith, background on the shows creators, and biographies of the actors.

Figure Skating



Discusses skating's many technical and artistic advances, its important figures, its intrigues and
scandals, and the historical high points during its evolution.

The Macho Paradox

A fully revised and updated edition to a classic bestseller, The Macho Paradox is the first book to show
how violence against women is a men's issue—and how all genders can come together to stop it.
From the #MeToo movement to current discussions about gender norms in schools, sports, politics,
and media culture, The Macho Paradox incorporates the voices and experiences of the women, men,
and others who have confronted the problem of gender violence from all angles. Bestselling author
Jackson Katz is a pioneering educator and activist on the topic of men's violence against women. In this
revised edition of his heralded book, Katz outlines the ways in which cultural ideas about "manhood"
contribute to men's sexually harassing and abusive behaviors and that men have a positive role to
play in challenging and changing the sexist cultural norms that too often lead to gender violence. This
important book for abused women covers topics ranging from mental and emotional abuse to sexual
harassment to domestic violence and is a vital read for women with controlling partners or as a self-help
book for men. Praise for The Macho Paradox: "A candid look at the cultural factors that lend themselves
to tolerance of abuse and violence against women."—Booklist "If only men would read Katz's book, it
could serve as a potent form of male consciousness-raising."—Publishers Weekly "These pages will
empower both men and women to end the scourge of male violence and abuse. Katz knows how to cut
to the core of the issues, demonstrating undeniably that stopping the degradation of women should be
every man's priority."—Lundy Bancroft, author of Why Does He Do That?: Inside the Minds of Angry
and Controlling Men

Not Yet Married

Life Is Never Mainly About Love and Marriage. So Learn to Live and Date for More. Many of you grew
up assuming that marriage would meet all of your needs and unlock God’s purposes for you. But God
has far more planned for you than your future marriage. Not Yet Married is not about waiting quietly in
the corner of the world for God to bring you “the one,” but about inspiring you to live and date for more
now. If you follow Jesus, the search for a spouse is no longer a pursuit of the perfect person, but a
pursuit of more of God. He will likely write a love story for you different than the one you would write for
yourself, but that’'s because he loves you and knows how to write a better story. This book was written
to help you find real hope, happiness, and purpose in your not-yet-married life.

Critical Thinking

Through the use of humour, fun exercises, and a plethora of innovative and interesting selections from
writers such as Dave Barry, Al Franken, J.R.R. Tolkien, as well as from the film 'The Matrix', this text
hones students' critical thinking skills.

The Fall Up

| wanted to jump. He made me fall.As a celebrity, | lived in the public eye, but somewhere along the
way, I'd lost myself in the spotlight.Until he found me.Sam Rivers was a gorgeous, tattooed stranger
who saved my life with nothing more than a simple conversation.But we were both standing on that
bridge for a reason the night we met. The secrets of our pasts brought us together-and then tore us
apart.Could we find a reason to hold on as life constantly pulled us down?Or maybe there's only one
direction to go when two people fall in love at rock bottom-up.

Eat Pray Love

A celebrated writer pens an irresistible, candid, and eloquent account of her pursuit of worldly pleasure,
spiritual devotion, and what she really wanted out of life.

Virgil, Aeneid 11

This is the first comprehensive commentary on Aeneid 11. The commentary treats fully matters

of linguistic and textual interpretation, metre and prosody, grammar, lexicon and idiom, of Roman
behaviour, social and ritual, as well as Virgil's sources and the literary tradition. New critical approaches
and developments in Virgilian studies have been taken into account with economy and fairness. The
Latin text is presented with a facing English translation. The commentary is followed by an appendix



on Penthesilea and the Epic Cycle and a second appendix which discusses the weaknesses of Aeneid
11. The book concludes with English and Latin indices. In approach and learning, this commentary
continues Nicholas Horsfall's impressive work as a commentator and will advance our understanding
of the Aeneid and the poet Virgil.

Alone

Shortlisted for the William Hill Sports Book of the Year award. One winter's night in 1976, over 20 million
people in Britain watched John Curry skate to Olympic glory on an ice rink in Austria. Many millions
more watched around the world. Overnight he became one of the most famous men on the planet.
He was awarded the OBE. He was chosen as BBC Sports Personality of the Year. Curry had changed
ice skating from marginal sport to high art. And yet the man was — and would always remain — an
absolute mystery to a world that had been dazzled by his gift. Surely, men's skating was supposed to
be Cossack-muscular, not sensual and ambiguous like this. Curry himself was an often-tortured man of
labyrinthine complexity. For the first time, Alone untangles the extraordinary web of his toxic, troubled,
brilliant — and short — life. It is a story of childhood nightmares, furious ambition, sporting genius, lifelong
rivalries, homophobia, Cold War politics, financial ruin and deep personal tragedy. Alone reveals the
restless, impatient, often dark soul of a man whose words could lacerate, whose skating invariably
moved audiences to tears, and who — after succumbing to AIDS, as so many of his fellow artists and
friends did — died of a heart attack aged just 44.

Marriage, a History

Just when the clamor over "traditional” marriage couldn't get any louder, along comes this ground-
breaking book to ask, "What tradition?" In Marriage, a History, historian and marriage expert Stephanie
Coontz takes readers from the marital intrigues of ancient Babylon to the torments of Victorian lovers
to demonstrate how recent the idea of marrying for love is - and how absurd it would have seemed to
most of our ancestors. It was when marriage moved into the emotional sphere in the nineteenth century,
she argues, that it suffered as an institution just as it began to thrive as a personal relationship. This
enlightening and hugely entertaining book brings intelligence, perspective, and wit to today's marital
debate.

The Velvet Rage

The gay male world today is characterized by seductive beauty, artful creativity, flamboyant sexuality,
and, encouragingly, unprecedented acceptability in society. Yet despite the progress of the recent
past, gay men still find themselves asking, "Are we really better off?" The inevitable byproduct of
growing up gay in a straight world continues to be the internalization of shame, a shame gay men may
strive to obscure with a fa?ade of beauty, creativity, or material success. Drawing on contemporary
psychological research, the author's own journey to be free of anger and of shame, as well as the
stories of many of his friends and clients, The Velvet Rage outlines the three distinct stages to emotional
well-being for gay men. Offering profoundly beneficial strategies to stop the insidious cycle of avoidance
and self-defeating behavior, The Velvet Rage is an empowering book that will influence the public
discourse on gay culture, and positively change the lives of gay men who read it.

Laura Stamm's Power Skating 4th Edition

Develop the explosive acceleration, speed, and agility necessary for success in hockey. Laura Stamm's
Power Skating presents the techniques and drills that she has used to train some of the top professional
teams and players. With over 300 detailed skill-demonstration photographs and illustrations, this is the
perfect resource for all levels.

Portrait in Oil

In the glamorous, ultra-competitive world of figure skating, Katarina Witt is a living legend. She

has won more titles than anyone else before her — including two Olympic gold medals, four world
championships, and eight national championships. She is also renowned for independence and
self-possession in a world where many stars are in thrall to management companies, and for her ability
to stay true to skating while developing new careers in business, movies and television. Witt has always
done whatever she's done with all her heart — with passion, intelligence, and a love of perfection.
Now, in Only with Passion, she offers advice to a new generation of women athletes making their way



in the world on how to live full out, compete with edge, and navigate life with grace. When a young
skater consults her for advice on whether to train abroad — and leave a boyfriend behind — Witt finds
occasion to recall the major turning points of her own journey, from her East German childhood to the
international spotlight. She shares her inside perspective and frank opinions on the insular world of
skating and offers her views about what it takes to be a champion, and to create a fulfilling life. Whether
she's talking about life on or off the ice (or on the cover of Playboy!), Witt is always candid, fresh, and
down-to-earth. Written with E.M. Swift, author of My Sergei, one of the best-selling skating books of all
time, Only with Passion is the perfect gift for young women, young athletes —patrticularly skaters —
and skating fans of all ages.

Only With Passion

It was billed as the greatest event in the history of pair skating: three of the best teams of all time
battling for Olympic gold on one night in Salt Lake City. Technical ability was approximately equal.

It was the artistic merit score that would decide the gold medal -- the second mark. Representing
Canada, China, and Russia, the three pairs illuminated their distinct cultures. On the second mark,
whose culture would triumph? Would it be the beauty of the Russians' ballet on ice, the thrill of the
Chinese pair's heart-stopping acrobatics, or the Canadians' passionate connection with the audience?
In a down-to-the-wire nail-biter, the difference between gold and silver came down to the vote of

a single judge. Hours later, a bombshell: the confession of a French judge unleashed a worldwide
debate -- and ultimately produced an unprecedented duplicate gold medal. The Second Mark reveals
what an athlete really goes through to become the best in the world, through the riveting stories of
unforgettable people. We meet Yelena Berezhnaya of Russia, who survives emergency brain surgery
after a near-fatal training accident and makes it back to the Olympics in less than two years. We meet
Zhao Hongbo, a young boy skating in subzero weather in remotest China, who will fulfill his coach's
twenty-year dream of catching up to the West. And we meet two Canadians, a barista and a concession
stand worker, who had almost quit the sport before deciding to give it one last try -- and becoming
world champions. Exhaustively researched by a skating insider, The Second Mark takes readers deep
into the world of the Olympic athlete, illuminating the fascinating differences between East and West.
From the frozen fields of China to the secret corridors of the old Soviet sports system, from a tiny
farm village in remotest Quebec to the judges' backstage world, The Second Mark tells the compelling
human stories behind one of the most controversial nights in Olympic history.

The Second Mark
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