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Embark on an incredible thousand-mile walk to the Gulf, a transformative long-distance hiking adven-
ture. Discover the natural beauty of the southern wilderness and the profound insights gained from 
such an epic journey.
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Please make the most of this document for your needs.
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Enjoy the full version Long Distance Gulf Trek, available at no cost.

A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf

The famed naturalist hiked through the rural American South in the immediate aftermath of the Civil 
War, chronicling the Spanish moss, palmettos, magnolias, and other botanical wonders he encountered 
along the way.

A Thousand Mile Walk to the Gulf

In early March 1867, Muir was injured while working at a wagon wheels factory: a tool he was using 
slipped and struck him in the eye. This accident changed the course of his life. He was confined to a 
darkened room for six weeks, worried he’d lost his sight forever. When he did recover, the world looked 
completely different and life had taken on a new meaning for him. Muir later said, "This affliction has 
driven me to the sweet fields. God has to nearly kill us sometimes, to teach us lessons." From that 
point on, he determined to "be true to myself" and follow his dream of exploring and studying plants. 
A Thousand Mile Walk to the Gulf recounts Muir's walk of approximately 1,000 miles (1,600 km) from 
Indiana to Florida. He did not follow a specific route, only going by the "wildest, leafiest, and least 
trodden way I could find." This journal is the earliest of Muir's writings and autobiographically bridges 
the period between "The Story of my Boyhood and Youth" and "My First Summer in the Sierra." John 
Muir (1838-1914) was a Scottish-American author and naturalist, who is traditionally considered to be 
the "Father of the National Parks". Born in Dunbar (East Lothian), he spent his childhood exploring 
the area, and that is where his love of nature first bloomed. In 1849, his family emigrated to Portage, 
Wisconsin for religious reasons. At 22, he joined the University of Wisconsin-Madison, from which he 
never graduated, as he preferred to take a multitude of different classes in the variety of subjects he 
was interested him, such as chemistry, botany and geology. In 1866, whilst working at an Indianapolis 
wagon wheel factory, he got into a serious accident and almost lost his sight. When he recovered, 
he decided to follow his dreams and explore nature. In September 1867, he walked from Kentucky 
to Florida, later describing the trip in his "A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf." In 1868, he boarded a 
ship to Cuba, then later on sailed to New York City, from whence he travelled to California. From there, 
he decided to visit Yosemite, which he had long read about. He was one of the first to infer that the 
landscape there must have been formed by glaciers, a widely disputed theory at the time. Muir wrote 
countless essays, books and letters recounting his adventures out in nature, especially in the Sierra 
Nevada, which have been read by millions. He played a vital role in the preservation of natural areas, 
and the creations of Yosemite and Sequoia National Park, amongst many others.
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"JOHN MUIR, Earth-planet, Universe."—These words are written on the inside cover of the notebook 
from which the contents of this volume have been taken. They reflect the mood in which the late author 
and explorer undertook his thousand-mile walk to the Gulf of Mexico. No less does this refreshingly 
cosmopolitan address, which might have startled any finder of the book, reveal the temper and the 
comprehensiveness of Mr. Muir's mind. He never was and never could be a parochial student of nature. 
In September 1867, Muir undertook a walk of about 1,000 miles (1,600 km) from Kentucky to Florida, 
which he recounted in his book A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf. He had no specific route chosen, 
except to go by the "wildest, leafiest, and least trodden way I could find."

A 1000 Mile Walk to the Gulf

JOHN MUIR, Earth-planet, Universe."-These words are written on the inside cover of the notebook 
from which the contents of this volume have been taken. They reflect the mood in which the late author 
and explorer undertook his thousand-mile walk to the Gulf of Mexico a half-century ago. No less does 
this refreshingly cosmopolitan address, which might have startled any finder of the book, reveal the 
temper and the comprehensiveness of Mr. Muir's mind. He never was and never could be a parochial 
student of nature.

A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf (Annotated)

In September 1867, Muir undertook a walk of about 1,000 miles (1,600 km) from Kentucky to Florida, 
which he recounted in his book A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf. He had no specific route chosen, 
except to go by the "wildest, leafiest, and least trodden way I could find." "JOHN MUIR, Earth-planet, 
Universe."—These words are written on the inside cover of the notebook from which the contents of 
this volume have been taken. They reflect the mood in which the late author and explorer undertook his 
thousand-mile walk to the Gulf of Mexico. No less does this refreshingly cosmopolitan address, which 
might have startled any finder of the book, reveal the temper and the comprehensiveness of Mr. Muir's 
mind. He never was and never could be a parochial student of nature.

The Great Outdoors: A 1000 Mile Walk to the Gulf

"[This book] provides a detailed rendering of John Muir's thousand-mile walk to the Gulf based on both 
manuscript and published accounts. Hunt particularly examines the development of Muir's environ-
mental thought as a young adult. [He] experienced delight in seeing nature anew after recovering from 
partial blindness. He witnessed both the Civil War's and Reconstruction's impacts on communities, 
individuals and the environment. ..."--Back cover.

Restless Fires

"JOHN MUIR, Earth-planet, Universe."—These words are written on the inside cover of the notebook 
from which the contents of this volume have been taken. They reflect the mood in which the late author 
and explorer undertook his thousand-mile walk to the Gulf of Mexico. No less does this refreshingly 
cosmopolitan address, which might have startled any finder of the book, reveal the temper and the 
comprehensiveness of Mr. Muir's mind. He never was and never could be a parochial student of nature. 
In September 1867, Muir undertook a walk of about 1,000 miles (1,600 km) from Kentucky to Florida, 
which he recounted in his book A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf. He had no specific route chosen, 
except to go by the "wildest, leafiest, and least trodden way I could find."

A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf (Illustrated Edition)

Excerpt from A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf John muir about 1870 Frontiieee From a photograph by 
Bradley 59' Rulofison, San Francisco, Cal. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of 
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction 
of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct 
the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare 
cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our 
edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that 
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf (Classic Reprint)



This deluxe, unabridged reprint Legacy Edition of John Muir's 1916 A Thousand-Mile Walk To The Gulf 
is part study of natural history, part travel guide of the warm southern waters of the Gulf of Mexico and 
shorelines of Florida and Cuba. Join the "Great Wanderer" Muir as he walks a thousand miles to the 
Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean as he describes in vivid language the natural features that he sees and 
feels.

A Thousand-Mile Walk To The Gulf - Legacy Edition

Excerpts from Muir's thousand-mile walk to the Gulf.

John Muir's Longest Walk

"The world, we are told, was made especially for man - a presumption not supported by all the facts."

The Writings of John Muir: Our national parks

Part of John Muir's appeal to modern readers is that he not only explored the American West and 
wrote about its beauties but also fought for their preservation. His successes dot the landscape and are 
evident in all the natural features that bear his name: forests, lakes, trails, and glaciers. Here collected 
are some of Muir's finest wilderness essays, ranging in subject matter from Alaska to Yellowstone, 
from Oregon to the High Sierra. This book is part of a series that celebrates the tradition of literary 
naturalists—writers who embrace the natural world as the setting for some of our most euphoric and 
serious experiences. These books map the intimate connections between the human and the natural 
world. Literary naturalists transcend political boundaries, social concerns, and historical milieus; they 
speak for what Henry Beston called the “other nations” of the planet. Their message acquires more 
weight and urgency as wild places become increasingly scarce.

A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf: Illustrated

This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a 
free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 
1916 edition. Excerpt: ... CHAPTER V THROUGH FLORIDA SWAMPS AND FORESTS F the people of 
the States that I have now passed, I best like the Georgians. They have charming manners, and their 
dwellings are mostly larger and better than those of adjacent States. However costly or ornamental 
their homes or their manners, they do not, like those of the New Englander, appear as the fruits of 
intense and painful sacrifice and training, but are entirely divested of artificial weights and measures, 
and seem to pervade and twine about their characters as spontaneous growths with the durability and 
charm of living nature. In particular, Georgians, even the commonest, have a most charmingly cordial 
way of saying to strangers, as they proceed on their journey, "I wish you well, sir." The negroes of 
Georgia, too, are extremely mannerly and polite, and appear always to be delighted to find opportunity 
for obliging anybody. Athens contains many beautiful residences. I never before saw so much about a 
home that was so evidently done for beauty only, although this is by no means a universal characteristic 
of Georgian homes. Nearly all well-to-do farmers' families in Georgia and Tennessee spin and weave 
their own cloth. This work is almost all done by the mothers and daughters and consumes much of 
their time. The traces of war are not only apparent on the broken fields, burnt fences, mills, and woods 
ruthlessly slaughtered, but also on the countenances of the people. A few years after a forest has been 
burned another generation of bright and happy trees arises, in purest, freshest vigor; only the old trees, 
wholly or half dead, bear marks of the calamity. So with the people of this war-field. Happy, unscarred, 
and unclouded youth is growing up around the aged, halfconsumed, and fallen...

A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

Wilderness Essays



This carefully crafted ebook: "A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf (With Original Drawings & Pho-
tographs)" is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. During his 
numerous travels across the North America John Muir left behind a several travel books and travel 
reports. In September 1867, Muir undertook a walk of about 1,000 miles from Indiana to Florida, which 
he recounted in his book A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf. He had no specific route chosen, except to 
go by the "wildest, leafiest, and least trodden way I could find". Earlier that year, an accident changed 
the course of his life when a tool he was using slipped and struck him in the eye. He was confined to 
a darkened room for six weeks, worried whether he would ever regain his sight. When he did, he saw 
the world and his purpose in a new light. Muir later wrote, "This affliction has driven me to the sweet 
fields. God has to nearly kill us sometimes, to teach us lessons." From that point on, he determined to 
be true to himself and follow his dream of exploration and study of plants. John Muir (1838-1914) was 
a Scottish-American naturalist, author, environmental philosopher and early advocate of preservation 
of wilderness in the United States. His letters, essays, and books telling of his adventures in nature, 
especially in the Sierra Nevada mountains of California, have been read by millions. His activism helped 
to preserve the Yosemite Valley, Sequoia National Park and other wilderness areas. The Sierra Club, 
which he founded, is a prominent American conservation organization.

A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf

My First Summer in the Sierra describes two years period of Muir's life during which he lived in a cabin 
in Californian mountains. When he came to California and finally settled in San Francisco, John Muir 
immediately left for a visit to Yosemite, a place he had only read about. Seeing it for the first time, Muir 
noted that "He was overwhelmed by the landscape, scrambling down steep cliff faces to get a closer 
look at the waterfalls, whooping and howling at the vistas, jumping tirelessly from flower to flower." He 
climbed a number of mountains, including Cathedral Peak and Mount Dana, and hiked the old Indian 
trail down Bloody Canyon to Mono Lake.

The Mountains of California

Although Sierra Club founder and important early environmentalist John Muir was born in Scotland, 
he spent much of his life traipsing through the wonders of the American wilderness -- and fighting to 
protect what he regarded as the country's greatest resource. This engaging autobiography tells the tale 
of how Muir made his way to the United States to find his true calling.

A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf - Primary Source Edition

A collection of some of John Muir's most memorable and inspirational words reminds us of a shared 
responsibility and inescapable bond--that all inhabitants of this planet "travel the Milky Way together."



John Muir

"I am hopelessly and forever a mountaineer," John Muir wrote. "Civilization and fever and all the 
morbidness that has been hooted at me has not dimmed my glacial eye, and I care to live only to entice 
people to look at Nature's loveliness. My own special self is nothing." In Donald Worster's magisterial 
biography, John Muir's "special self" is fully explored as is his extraordinary ability, then and now, to 
get others to see the sacred beauty of the natural world. A Passion for Nature is the most complete 
account of the great conservationist and founder of the Sierra Club ever written. It is the first to be 
based on Muir's full private correspondence and to meet modern scholarly standards. Yet it is also 
full of rich detail and personal anecdote, uncovering the complex inner life behind the legend of the 
solitary mountain man. It traces Muir from his boyhood in Scotland and frontier Wisconsin to his adult 
life in California right after the Civil War up to his death on the eve of World War I. It explores his 
marriage and family life, his relationship with his abusive father, his many friendships with the humble 
and famous (including Theodore Roosevelt and Ralph Waldo Emerson), and his role in founding the 
modern American conservation movement. Inspired by Muir's passion for the wilderness, Americans 
created a long and stunning list of national parks and wilderness areas, Yosemite most prominent 
among them. Yet the book also describes a Muir who was a successful fruit-grower, a talented scientist 
and world-traveler, a doting father and husband, a self-made man of wealth and political influence. 
A man for whom mountaineering was "a pathway to revelation and worship." For anyone wishing to 
more fully understand America's first great environmentalist, and the enormous influence he still exerts 
today, Donald Worster's biography offers a wealth of insight into the passionate nature of a man whose 
passion for nature remains unsurpassed.

A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf (With Original Drawings & Photographs)

The name of John Muir has come to stand for the protection of wild land and wilderness in both 
America and Britain. Born in Dunbar in the east of Scotland in 1838, Muir is famed as the father of 
American conservation, and as the first person to promote the idea of National Parks. Combining acute 
observation with a sense of inner discovery, Muir's writings of his travels through some of the greatest 
landscapes on Earth, including the Carolinas, Florida, Alaska and those lands which were to become 
the great National Parks of Yosemite and the Sierra Valley, raise an awareness of nature to a spiritual 
dimension. These journals provide a unique marriage of scientific survey of natural history with lyrical 
and often amusing anecdotes, retaining a freshness, intensity and brutal honesty which will amaze 
the modern reader. This collection, including the never-before-published Stickeen, presents the finest 
of Muir's writings, and imparts a rounded portrait of a man whose generosity, passion, discipline and 
vision are an inspiration to this day.

My First Summer in the Sierra (Illustrated Edition)

"I am now writing up some notes, but when they will be ready for publication I do not know... It will be 
a long time before anything is arranged in book form." These words of John Muir, written in June 1912 
to a friend, proved prophetic. The journals and notes to which the great naturalist and environmental 
figure was referring have languished, unpublished and virtually untouched, for nearly a century. Until 
now. Here edited and published for the first time, John Muir's travel journals from 1911-12, along with 
his associated correspondence, finally allow us to read in his own words the remarkable story of John 
Muir's last great journey. Leaving from Brooklyn, New York, in August 1911, John Muir, at the age of 
seventy-three and traveling alone, embarked on an eight-month, 40,000-mile voyage to South America 
and Africa. The 1911-12 journals and correspondence reproduced in this volume allow us to travel 
with him up the great Amazon, into the jungles of southern Brazil, to snowline in the Andes, through 
southern and central Africa to the headwaters of the Nile, and across six oceans and seas in order to 
reach the rare forests he had so long wished to study. Although this epic journey has received almost 
no attention from the many commentators on Muir's work, Muir himself considered it among the most 
important of his life and the fulfillment of a decades-long dream. John Muir's Last Journey provides 
a rare glimpse of a Muir whose interests as a naturalist, traveler, and conservationist extended well 
beyond the mountains of California. It also helps us to see John Muir as a different kind of hero, one 
whose endurance and intellectual curiosity carried him into far fields of adventure even as he aged, 
and as a private person and family man with genuine affections, ambitions, and fears, not just an 
iconic representative of American wilderness. With an introduction that sets Muir's trip in the context 
of his life and work, along with chapter introductions and a wealth of explanatory notes, the book adds 
important dimensions to our appreciation of one of America's greatest environmentalists. John Muir's 



Last Journey is a must reading for students and scholars of environmental history, American literature, 
natural history, and related fields, as well as for naturalists and armchair travelers everywhere.

The Story of my Boyhood and Youth

"Engaging hybrid - part lyrical travelogue, part investigative journalism and part jeremiad, all shot 
through with droll humor." --The Atlanta Journal Constitution In 1867, John Muir set out on foot 
to explore the botanical wonders of the South, keeping a detailed journal of his adventures as he 
traipsed from Kentucky southward to Florida. One hundred and fifty years later, on a similar whim, 
veteran Atlanta reporter Dan Chapman, distressed by sprawl-driven environmental ills in a region he 
loves, recreated Muir’s journey to see for himself how nature has fared since Muir’s time. Channeling 
Muir, he uses humor, keen observation, and a deep love of place to celebrate the South’s natural 
riches. But he laments that a treasured way of life for generations of Southerners is endangered as 
long-simmering struggles intensify over misused and dwindling resources. Chapman seeks to discover 
how Southerners might balance surging population growth with protecting the natural beauty Muir 
found so special. Each chapter touches upon a local ecological problem—at-risk species in Mammoth 
Cave, coal ash in Kingston, Tennessee, climate change in the Nantahala National Forest, water wars 
in Georgia, aquifer depletion in Florida—that resonates across the South. Chapman delves into the 
region’s natural history, moving between John Muir’s vivid descriptions of a lush botanical paradise 
and the myriad environmental problems facing the South today. Along the way he talks to locals with 
deep ties to the land—scientists, hunters, politicians, and even a Muir impersonator—who describe 
the changes they’ve witnessed and what it will take to accommodate a fast-growing population without 
destroying the natural beauty and a cherished connection to nature. A Road Running Southward is 
part travelogue, part environmental cri de coeur, and paints a picture of a South under siege. It is a 
passionate appeal, a call to action to save one of the loveliest and most biodiverse regions of the world 
by understanding what we have to lose if we do nothing.

Wilderness

Renowned naturalist John Muir is widely credited as being one of the important early figures in the 
conservation movement. In this series of essays, Muir introduces readers to the wonders of the majestic 
Yosemite region, a place he visited as soon as he arrived in America in 1868. The beauty of the area's 
mountains, lakes, and vistas inspired Muir to devote himself to nature and its preservation.

Stickeen

Scottish naturalist John Muir (1838-1914) helped spark the modern environmental movement. Living 
for months and even years in the wilderness, he experienced a deep communion with the sacred and 
his contemplations on the natural world are filled with mystical intuitions of God's reality. This volume 
contributes to a strain of spirituality that finds an echo in today's environmental movements.

A Passion for Nature

In September 1867, Muir undertook a walk of about 1,000 miles from Indiana to Florida, which he 
recounted in his book A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf. He had no specific route chosen, except to 
go by the "wildest, leafiest, and least trodden way I could find". Earlier that year, an accident changed 
the course of his life when a tool he was using slipped and struck him in the eye. He was confined to 
a darkened room for six weeks, worried whether he would ever regain his sight. When he did, he saw 
the world and his purpose in a new light. Muir later wrote, "This affliction has driven me to the sweet 
fields. God has to nearly kill us sometimes, to teach us lessons." From that point on, he determined to 
be true to himself and follow his dream of exploration and study of plants. John Muir (1838-1914) was 
a Scottish-American naturalist, author, environmental philosopher and early advocate of preservation 
of wilderness in the United States. His letters, essays, and books telling of his adventures in nature, 
especially in the Sierra Nevada mountains of California, have been read by millions. His activism helped 
to preserve the Yosemite Valley, Sequoia National Park and other wilderness areas. The Sierra Club, 
which he founded, is a prominent American conservation organization.

The Wilderness Journeys

Contains portions of Muir's autobiography, letters, his lesser known books, and essays



John Muir's Last Journey

John Muir April 21, 1838 - December 24, 1914) also known as "John of the Mountains" and "Father 
of the National Parks," was an influential Scottish-American 42 naturalist, author, environmental 
philosopher, glaciologist and early advocate for the preservation of wilderness in the United States. 
His letters, essays, and books describing his adventures in nature, especially in the Sierra Nevada, 
have been read by millions. His activism has helped to preserve the Yosemite Valley, Sequoia National 
Park and many other wilderness areas. The Sierra Club, which he co-founded, is a prominent American 
conservation organization. The 211-mile (340 km) John Muir Trail, a hiking trail in the Sierra Nevada, 
was named in his honor. Other such places include Muir Woods National Monument, Muir Beach, John 
Muir College, Mount Muir, Camp Muir, Muir Grove, and Muir Glacier. In Scotland, the John Muir Way, 
a 130-mile-long route, was named in honor of him. In his later life, Muir devoted most of his time to the 
preservation of the Western forests. As part of the campaign to make Yosemite a national park, Muir 
published two landmark articles on wilderness preservation in The Century Magazine, "The Treasures 
of the Yosemite" and "Features of the Proposed Yosemite National Park"; this helped support the push 
for U.S. Congress to pass a bill in 1890 establishing Yosemite National Park.The spiritual quality and 
enthusiasm toward nature expressed in his writings has inspired readers, including presidents and 
congressmen, to take action to help preserve large nature areas.

A Road Running Southward

John Muir (1838–1914) ranks among America's most important and influential environmentalists and 
nature writers. Devoted to the preservation of wilderness areas, Muir founded the Sierra Club and 
was active in the establishment of Yosemite National Park. Our National Parks, originally published in 
1901, includes ten articles that previously appeared in The Atlantic Monthly. Muir wrote them in hopes 
of exciting interest in the parks, certain that visitors would fall in love with the scenic grandeur as he 
had—and that their enthusiasm would ensure the parks' preservation. Six of this volume's ten chapters 
are devoted to Muir's beloved Yosemite, exploring the forests, fountains, streams, and animals of the 
Sierra Nevada. The great naturalist also visits the meadows, geysers, waterfalls, and lakes of other 
parks, including Yellowstone, Sequoia, and General Grant. Muir's warmth and humor brighten every 
page, and vintage photographs provide atmospheric accompaniment to his words. These essays are 
essential reading for anyone wishing to visit (or revisit) the national parks of the Western United States 
as well as those who want to help protect America’s wilderness areas.

The Yosemite

John Muir, America's pioneer conservationist and father of the national park system, was a man of 
considerable literary talent. As he explored the wilderness of the western part of the United States 
for decades, he carried notebooks with him, narrating his wanderings, describing what he saw, and 
recording his scientific researches. This reprint of his journals, edited by Linnie Marsh Wolfe in 1938 
and long out of print, offers an intimate picture of Muir and his activities during a long and productive 
period of his life. The sixty extant journals and numerous notes in this volume were written from 1867 
to 1911. They start seven years after the time covered in The Story of My Boyhood and Youth, Muir's 
uncompleted autobiography. The earlier journals capture the essence of the Sierra Nevada and Alaska 
landscapes. The changing appearance of the Sierras from Sequoia north and beyond the Yosemites 
enthralled Muir, and the first four years of the journals reveal his dominating concern with glacial 
action. The later notebooks reflect his changes over the years, showing a mellowing of spirit and a 
deep concern for human rights. Like all his writings, the journals concentrate on his observations in 
the wilderness. His devotion to his family, his many warm friendships, and his many-sided public life 
are hardly mentioned. Very little is said about the quarter-century battle for national parks and forest 
reserves. The notebooks record, in language fuller and freer than his more formal writings, the depth of 
his love and transcendental feeling for the wilderness. The rich heritage of his native Scotland and the 
unconscious music of the poetry of Burns, Milton, and the King James Bible permeate the language of 
his poetic fancy. In his later life, Muir attempted to sort out these journals and, at the request of friends, 
published a few extracts. A year after his death in 1914, his literary executor and biographer, William 
Frederick Badè, also published episodes from the journals. Linnie Marsh Wolfe set out to salvage the 
best of his writings still left unpublished in 1938 and has thus added to our understanding of the life 
and thought of a complex and fascinating American figure.

John Muir



This book describes Alaska in the late nineteenth century and Muir's early adventures in an untamed 
land of glaciers and northern lights.

A THOUSAND-MILE WALK TO THE GULF (Illustrated Edition)

Muir was a preservationist and naturalist. His activism helped to preserve the Yosemite Valley, Sequoia 
National Park and other wilderness areas. The Sierra Club, which he founded, is now one of the most 
important conservation organizations in the United States. In early March 1867, Muir was injured while 
working as a sawyer in a factory that made wagon wheels: a tool he was using slipped and struck him 
in the eye. This accident changed the course of his life. He was confined to a darkened room for six 
weeks, worried whether he'd ever regain his sight. When he did, "he saw the world-and his purpose-in 
a new light," writes Marquis. Muir later wrote, "This affliction has driven me to the sweet fields. God 
has to nearly kill us sometimes, to teach us lessons." From that point on, he determined to "be true to 
myself" and follow his dream of exploration and study of plants.

John Muir

Selections from each of John Muir's published books.

A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf.

Known as the "Father of the National Parks," John Muir wrote about the American West with unmatched 
passion and eloquence—as seen in this stunning, one-volume collection In a lifetime of exploration, 
writing, and passionate political activism, John Muir became America's most eloquent spokesman for 
the mystery and majesty of the wilderness. A crucial figure in the creation of our national parks system 
and a far-seeing prophet of environmental awareness who founded the Sierra Club in 1892, he was 
also a master of natural description who evoked with unique power and intimacy the untrammeled 
landscapes of the American West. Nature Writings collects Muir's most significant and best-loved works 
in a single volume, including: The Story of My Boyhood and Youth (1913), My First Summer in the 
Sierra (1911), The Mountains of California (1894) and Stickeen (1909). Rounding out the volume is a 
rich selection of essays—including "Yosemite Glaciers," "God's First Temples," "Snow-Storm on Mount 
Shasta," "The American Forests," and "Save the Redwoods"—that highlight various aspects of his 
career: his exploration of the Grand Canyon and of what became Yosemite and Yellowstone national 
parks, his successful crusades to preserve the wilderness, his early walking tour to Florida, and the 
Alaska journey of 1879. LIBRARY OF AMERICA is an independent nonprofit cultural organization 
founded in 1979 to preserve our nation’s literary heritage by publishing, and keeping permanently in 
print, America’s best and most significant writing. The Library of America series includes more than 300 
volumes to date, authoritative editions that average 1,000 pages in length, feature cloth covers, sewn 
bindings, and ribbon markers, and are printed on premium acid-free paper that will last for centuries.

Our National Parks

During his numerous travels across the North America John Muir left behind a several travel books and 
travel reports. In September 1867, Muir undertook a walk of about 1,000 miles from Indiana to Florida, 
which he recounted in his book A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf. He had no specific route chosen, 
except to go by the "wildest, leafiest, and least trodden way I could find. Upon coming to California Muir 
immediately left for a visit to Yosemite, a place he had only read about. His hiking journeys through the 
mountains, valleys,forests andglaciersof Sierra are vividly described in books My First Summer in the 
Sierra and The Mountains of California. Muir also made four trips to Alaska and he documented these 
experiences in books Travels in Alaska and The Cruise of the Corwin. Steep Trails is collection of Muir's 
papers written during his journeysover a period of twenty-nine years collected by William Frederic Badè. 
Table of Contents: A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf My First Summer in the Sierra The Mountains 
of California Travels in Alaska The Cruise of the Corwin Steep Trails John Muir (1838-1914) was a 
Scottish-American naturalist, author, environmental philosopher and early advocate of preservation 
of wilderness in the United States. His letters, essays, and books telling of his adventures in nature, 
especially in the Sierra Nevada mountainsof California, have been read by millions. His activism helped 
to preserve the Yosemite Valley, Sequoia National Park and other wilderness areas. The Sierra Club, 
which he founded, is a prominent American conservation organization.

John of the Mountains



Travels in Alaska
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