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Explore a comprehensive middle school literacy writing rubric meticulously designed to align with 
Common Core standards, providing educators with an essential tool for effective student writing 
assessment. This resource offers clear criteria for evaluating ELA writing skills, fostering consistent 
improvement, and ensuring students meet grade-level expectations for literary and informational text 
composition.

Each article has been reviewed for quality and relevance before publication.

The authenticity of our documents is always ensured.
Each file is checked to be truly original.
This way, users can feel confident in using it.

Please make the most of this document for your needs.
We will continue to share more useful resources.
Thank you for choosing our service.

This is among the most frequently sought-after documents on the internet.
You are lucky to have discovered the right source.
We give you access to the full and authentic version Common Core Literacy Assessment 
free of charge.

Reading with Writing in Mind

This book meets the needs of the school district and the individual teacher by providing the rationale 
and activities that increase students' literacy skills.

Writing Behind Every Door

For students to become college-ready writers, they must be exposed to writing throughout the school 
day, not just in English class. This practical book shows teachers in all subject areas how to meet 
the Common Core State Standards and make writing come alive in the classroom. Award-winning 
educator Heather Wolpert-Gawron provides effective and exciting ideas for teaching argument writing, 
informational writing, project-based writing, and writing with technology. Each chapter is filled with 
strategies, prompts, and rubrics you can use immediately. Special Features: A variety of writing strate-
gies that work in any subject area Tips for developing meaningful prompts Diagrams and templates 
that you can use with your students Rubrics for assessing writing, as well as ideas for having students 
create their own rubrics Samples of student work in different formats Ideas for teaching students to 
break the Google homepage habit and conduct effective research Cross-curricular writing assignments 
for science, history, ELA, electives, and PE Suggestions for teaching summary writing, an essential 
academic skill Ideas for staff professional development on Common Core writing

Writing Instruction That Works

Backed by solid research, Writing Instruction That Works answers the following question: What is writing 
instruction today and what can it be tomorrow? This up-to-date, comprehensive book identifies areas 
of concern for the ways that writing is being taught in todays secondary schools. The authors offer 
far-reaching direction for improving writing instruction that assist both student literacy and subject 
learning. They provide many examples of successful writing practices in each of the four core academic 
subjects (English, mathematics, science, and social studies/history), along with guidance for meeting 
the Common Core standards. The text also includes sections on Technology and the Teaching of Writing 
and English Language Learners.
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Middle School Writing for the Common Core

Middle School Writing for the Common Core is designed by education experts to help middle school 
students, and their parents, build writing skills and master Common Core State Standards. This helpful 
book contains: - targeted review lessons that take students and parents step-by-step through all of the 
essential writing topics they need to know - clear explanations of core writing concepts with detailed 
examples - helpful practice and review exercises with easy-to-follow explanationsMiddle School Writing 
for the Common Core is the perfect companion to any student's classroom instruction, and helps 
students at all learning levels build their writing skills, track their progress, and master Common Core 
State Standards in no time!

Teaching Writing in the Middle School

More than 670,000 middle school teachers (grades 6-8) are responsible for educating nearly 13 million 
students in public and private schools. Thousands more teachers join these ranks annually, especially 
in the South and West, where ethnic populations are ballooning. Teachers and administrators seek 
practical, time-efficient ways of teaching language arts to 21st-century adolescents in increasingly 
multicultural, technologically diverse, socially networked communities. They seek sound understanding, 
practical advice, and proven strategies in order to connect diverse literature to 21st-century societies 
while meeting state and professional standards like the Common Core State Standards for English 
Language Arts. This book offers strategies and resources that work.

Teaching Beginning Writers

An essential "how-to" primer, this book examines the process of learning to write and shares evi-
dence-based instructional strategies for the primary grades. With an emphasis on explicit instruction 
and scaffolding students' learning, the authors explain when and how to teach handwriting, spelling, 
foundational skills such as sentence formation and editing, and composition in specific genres. They 
present clear-cut techniques for assessment, differentiation, and supporting struggling writers. The 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for Writing are used as a framework for setting instructional 
goals. Reproducible assessment forms, checklists, and rubrics are provided; purchasers get access to 
a Web page where they can download and print the reproducible materials in a convenient 8 1/2" x 11" 
size.

Using Formative Assessment to Differentiate Middle School Literacy Instruction

We all recognize the countless benefits of differentiated instruction. The challenge is in its implemen-
tation. Faced with a classroom of 25 students-each with very different needs-how can we possibly 
keep every student on track and motivated? Through formative assessment and efficient follow-up 
instruction. This start-to-finish guide will show you how through seven classroom-tested practices for 
maximizing student learning. Experts on this subject, Leslie Laud and Pooja Patel demonstrate how 
to Establish new classroom norms Involve students in the use of assessment data and feedback to 
inform their next steps Clarify end-of-unit criteria to help map learning progression Apply assessment 
data to group students for tiered activities Differentiate assignments based on student readiness, 
characteristics, and interest Best of all, Using Formative Assessment to Differentiate Middle School 
Literacy Instruction is packed with vignettes, sample worksheets, and charts to assist you through 
each step in the process. Armed with this tool kit, you'll quickly discover new ways to keep all students 
engaged in their learning. Book jacket.

Common Core Literacy Lesson Plans

Schools nationwide are transitioning to the Common Core--our advice to you: Don't go it alone! Our 
new book, Common Core Literacy Lesson Plans: Ready-to-Use Resources, 6-8, shows you that 
teaching the Common Core State Standards in the middle grades doesn't have to be intimidating! 
This easy-to-use guide meets the particular needs of middle school teachers. It provides model lesson 
plans for teaching the standards in reading, writing, speaking/listening, and language. Get engaging 
lesson plans that are grade-appropriate, easy to implement and include ready-to-use reproducible 
handouts, assessments, resources, and ideas to help you modify the lesson for both struggling and 
advanced learners. Our Common Core Literacy Lesson Plans are equally effective for both English and 
content-area teachers—the plans are designed to fit seamlessly into your middle school curriculum. 
You get practical tips for revamping your existing lessons to meet the standards. Middle school students 



learn how to answer text-based questions, read informational texts, conduct research, write arguments, 
and improve their speaking and listening skills. We take the guesswork out of Common Core lesson 
plans with this practical, easy-to-use guide. All lesson plans are grade-appropriate, but every lesson 
plan includes... Common Core State Standards covered in the lesson Overview of objectives and focus 
of the lesson Background knowledge required and time required A detailed, step-by-step agenda for 
the lesson, plus a materials list Differentiation ideas to adapt the lesson for different kinds of learners 
Assessment ideas, including rubrics and scoring guides A place for your notes: what worked; what can 
improve Bonus! We show you how to extend the lessons into longer units to suit your particular grade's 
curriculum, and even help you create more of your own lessons!

Project-Based Learning Tasks for Common Core State Standards , Grades 6 - 8

Project-Based Learning Tasks for Common Core State Standards is designed to help middle-school 
students use research skills, teamwork, communication, and critical thinking to solve real-life problems. 
Includes a Common Core State Standards matrix. --Mark Twain Media Publishing Company specializes 
in providing captivating, supplemental books and decorative resources to complement middle- and 
upper-grade classrooms. Designed by leading educators, the product line covers a range of subjects 
including mathematics, sciences, language arts, social studies, history, government, fine arts, and 
character. Mark Twain Media also provides innovative classroom solutions for bulletin boards and 
interactive whiteboards. Since 1977, Mark Twain Media has remained a reliable source for a wide 
variety of engaging classroom resources.

Uncommonly Good Ideas

This innovative resource provides teachers with a road map for designing a comprehensive writing 
curriculum that meets Common Core State Standards. The authors zero in on several big ideas that 
lead to and support effective practices in writing instruction, such as integrating reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening; teaching writing as a process; extending the range of the students' writing; 
spiraling and scaffolding a writing curriculum; and collaborating. These ideas are the cornerstone of 
best reseach-based practices as well as the CCSS for writing. The first chapter offers a complete lesson 
designed around teaching narrative writing and illustrates tried-and-true practices for teaching writing 
as a process. The remaining chapters explore a broad range of teaching approaches that help students 
tackle different kinds of narrative, informational, and argumentative writing as well as complexities like 
audience and purpose. Each chapter focuses on at least one of the uncommonly good ideas and 
illustrates how to create curricula around it. Uncommonly Good Ideas includes model lessons and 
assignments, mentor texts, teaching strategies, student writing, and practical guidance for moving the 
ideas from the page into the classroom.

Helping English Learners to Write

Using a rich array of research-based practices, this book will help teachers improve the academic 
writing of English learners. It provides specific teaching strategies, activities, and extended lessons 
to develop E Learner students' narrative, informational, and argumentative writing, emphasized in 
the Common Core State Standards. It also explores the challenges each of these genres pose for 
English Learners and suggests ways to scaffold instruction to help students become confident and 
competent academic writers. Showcasing the work of exemplary school teachers who have devoted 
time and expertise to creating rich learning environments for the secondary classroom Helping English 
Learners Write includes artifacts and written work produced by students with varying levels of language 
proficiency as models of what students can accomplish. Each chapter begins with a brief overview and 
ends with a short summary of the key points.

Writing Strategies for the Common Core

Middle-school students must be able to write explanatory/informational, argument, and narrative 
genre pieces and respond to literature, both for standardized tests and, more importantly, real-world 
writing. With a balanced literacy approach, Wolfe provides core instruction, teaching strategies, and 
mini-lessons on these text types, each of which can be delivered in a four- to six-week time period. 
Each mini-lesson includes applicable Common Core Standards, materials lists, overviews, planning 
tips, procedures (including modeling, guided practice, and independent practice opportunities), reading 
connections, formative assessments, and reproducible graphic organizers for scaffolding. Prerequisite 



skill overviews and rubrics--both analytic for formative assessments and holistic for summative assess-
ments--are also provided for each genre unit to simplify your teaching and ensure student success.

Evidence-Based Writing, Grade K

Evidence-Based Writing for kindergarten offers 64 pages of writing practice and prompts. It is aligned 
with the Common Core State Standards and includes a writing rubric, a student writing checklist, a 
five-page writing process practice packet, and pages of writing prompts to encourage higher-level 
thinking and thoughtful writing. Each writing prompt is paired with a graphic organizer to help students 
plan, research, and prewrite. Specific writing types taught are opinion/argumentative, informative/ex-
planatory, narrative, and research writing. Kindergarten writing prompts include the perfect playground, 
music class, pet choices, favorite colors, and a frog's life. The Applying the Standards: Evidence-Based 
Writing series emphasizes the reading–writing connection by requiring students to read and use facts 
from literary and informational texts. This is a series of six 64-page books for students in kindergarten 
to grade 5. Various writing skills are taught in correlated activities such as prewriting, drafting, revising, 
editing, and publishing writing. Of particular emphasis throughout the series are the Common Core 
State Standards and the teaching of evidence-based writing.

Best Practices of Literacy Leaders

This authoritative text and practitioner resource has now been extensively revised and expanded 
with 70% new material covering new topics and standards in literacy leadership. Prominent experts 
present research-based methods for improving instruction, assessment, and professional learning 
experiences in PreK–12. The distinct roles of teachers, reading/literacy specialists, literacy coaches, 
special educators, and principals are explored, with an emphasis on fostering a culture of collab-
oration. Chapters highlight the standards that apply to each component of a schoolwide literacy 
program, give examples of what they look like in schools, and share implications for classroom 
practice and professional learning. Pedagogical features include guiding questions, case examples, 
vignettes, engagement activities, and annotated resources for further learning. New to This Edition 
*Now copublished with the International Literacy Association (ILA) and grounded in ILA's updated 
Standards 2017; expanded grade range includes PreK. *Chapters on new topics: writing instruction, 
sustaining schoolwide improvements, and collaborative leadership. *New chapters on core topics: 
the principal’s role, assessment, middle and high school literacy programs, special education, and 
culturally responsive instruction. *Vignettes from leaders in diverse roles, “Think About This” questions 
for discussion/reflection, and end-of-chapter annotated resources.

Reading with Writing in Mind

Good writing begins with good reading. This book is written on the premise that students must embrace 
reading as a part of the full process of good writing. It may be used by classroom teachers (Grades 6-12) 
individually or collectively as members of a professional learning community, by pre-service teachers 
in a literacy course, or by other educators working to support literacy in the classroom. Interdisciplinary 
discussions relate to all types or genres of reading and writing. This book offers practical lessons and 
ideas for teaching and motivating all learners using Universal Design for Learning principles. Formatting 
provides additional ideas for challenged students, including students with special needs, accelerated 
learners, and English Language Learners, and is aligned with Common Core State Standards for 
content subjects as well as for language arts. It takes ideas that were formerly reserved for the upper 
echelon of students in English language arts and reformulates teaching approaches to reach students 
across the learning spectrum and in all disciplines. All teachers need to be involved in raising the literacy 
bar, and this book provides activities and strategies for use in the classroom that can promote success 
for all learners.

Evidence-Based Writing, Grade 3

Evidence-Based Writing for grade 3 offers 64 pages of writing practice and prompts. It is aligned with 
the Common Core State Standards and includes a writing rubric, a student writing checklist, a five-page 
writing process practice packet, and pages of writing prompts to encourage higher-level thinking and 
thoughtful writing. Each writing prompt is paired with a graphic organizer to help students plan, re-
search, and prewrite. Specific writing types taught are opinion/argumentative, informative/explanatory, 
narrative, and research writing. Grade 3 writing prompts include active lifestyle, machines at work, 
endangered animals, literature, and the Trail of Tears. The Applying the Standards: Evidence-Based 



Writing series emphasizes the reading–writing connection by requiring students to read and use facts 
from literary and informational texts. This is a series of six 64-page books for students in kindergarten 
to grade 5. Various writing skills are taught in correlated activities such as prewriting, drafting, revising, 
editing, and publishing writing. Of particular emphasis throughout the series are the Common Core 
State Standards and the teaching of evidence-based writing.

Big Skills for the Common Core

Zoom in on the academic skills students are required to learn in reading, writing, speaking/listening, 
and language! This book cuts through all of the Common Core jargon and gets right to the heart of 
what students need to learn now. Big Skills for the Common Core is packed with engaging strategies 
you can use immediately to improve your students' literacy skills and help them retain those skills. 
Special features include... Charts that break down the skills for each anchor standard and put them 
into teacher- friendly language. BONUS! The charts highlight the big shifts for teachers for discussion 
and sharing. Practical strategies to help students tackle and understand complex texts. Helpful ideas 
for teaching argument writing, plus writing rubrics and assessment strategies. Clear information on Tier 
II and Tier III words and how to teach them. In addition, each section of the book ends with "Classroom 
Close-Ups," which take you inside real classrooms that are implementing the Common Core. You'll see 
the standards in action across the curriculum and get takeaway tips you can use tomorrow in your own 
classroom!

Common Core State Standards and the Speech-Language Pathologist

Common Core State Standards and the Speech-Language Pathologist: Standards-Based Intervention 
for Special Populations is a tool for the analysis of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and 
the development of interventions to meet student-specific needs. The CCSS is an education initiative 
in the United States that details what K-12 students should understand in English language arts and 
mathematics by the end of each grade. The initiative seeks to establish consistent education standards 
across the United States and ensure that graduating students are prepared to enter college or the 
workforce. As of 2015, forty-three states had adopted the CCSS. With the implementation of the CCSS, 
it is critical that speech-language pathologists collaborate with educators to enable the success of 
students with communication disorders as well as English language learners. This text offers a practical 
approach for application of the CCSS with a parallel analysis of children's strengths and needs to create 
a template for intervention. It addresses strategies to facilitate the success of students in accessing and 
achieving the expectations of the general curriculum, with a focus on students with communication 
disorders, hearing loss, vision loss, deaf-blindness, specific learning disabilities, autism, multiple 
disabilities, and English language learners. Key features include: Background and implications of the 
CCSSChapters written by experts in the fieldTools for analysis of the language expectations of the 
CCSS and a framework for aligning intervention (both direct and classroom-based) with the CCSS 
for students at elementary and secondary levelsCollaboration strategies to facilitate success in the 
classroomMultiple case studies Common Core State Standards and the Speech-Language Pathologist 
is a must-have resource for any speech-language pathologist working with children, as well as their 
education and administration partners.

Evidence-Based Writing, Grade 1

Evidence-Based Writing for grade 1 offers 64 pages of writing practice and prompts. It is aligned with 
the Common Core State Standards and includes a writing rubric, a student writing checklist, a five-page 
writing process practice packet, and pages of writing prompts to encourage higher-level thinking and 
thoughtful writing. Each writing prompt is paired with a graphic organizer to help students plan, re-
search, and prewrite. Specific writing types taught are opinion/argumentative, informative/explanatory, 
narrative, and research writing. Grade 1 writing prompts include national parks, favorite toys, trees, 
meal choices, and playground games. The Applying the Standards: Evidence-Based Writing series 
emphasizes the reading–writing connection by requiring students to read and use facts from literary 
and informational texts. This is a series of six 64-page books for students in kindergarten to grade 5. 
Various writing skills are taught in correlated activities such as prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and 
publishing writing. Of particular emphasis throughout the series are the Common Core State Standards 
and the teaching of evidence-based writing.

Common Core Standards for Elementary Grades 3-5 Math & English Language Arts



The latest in the Understanding the Common Core series covers the structure, terminology, and 
emphases of the standards for both mathematics and English language arts and literacy at the upper 
elementary level. Here, teachers of grades 3-5 and elementary school leaders will find the insight 
they need to turn the standards' new and challenging content into coherent curriculum and effective 
classroom-level lessons.

Leading, Teaching, and Learning the Common Core Standards

Leading, Teaching, and Learning is a resource for teachers taking action on Common Core State Stan-
dards to enhance student learning. Each chapter addresses various disciplines and grade levels with 
concrete examples. Chapters focus on research-based instruction, academic language development, 
thinking and complexity, English learners, non-proficient readers, rigor, and collaboration for ongoing 
professional capacity building.

Using Rubrics to Improve Student Writing, Grade 2

Developed as part of the influential New Standards project, these books give you everything you need 
to design and improve your writing instruction. Each section opens with a discussion of a genre common 
in school writing assignments: narrative, report of information, instructions, and response to literature. 
Then the section presents detailed rubrics that illustrate what elements and strategies writing in that 
genre should display.

Writing Lesson Level 6--Sentence Stretch and Scramble

Incorporate writing instruction in your classroom as an essential element of literacy development while 
implementing best practices. Simplify the planning of writing instruction and become familiar with the 
Common Core State Standards of Writing.

The Common Core Writing Book, 6-8

The practices you will find in this book have been used effectively by many teachers. Here they are 
altered and redesigned with special attention to the CCSS-in a way that maintains the potential for 
teacher control and decision making in the best interest of learners. -Gretchen Owocki Whether it's 
developing arguments, writing informational texts, or pulling evidence from literary and informational 
texts to support their claims, the Common Core asks students to do the hard work of higher-level 
writing across the content areas. To help with the hard work of teaching, The Common Core Writing 
Book, 6-8 presents a comprehensive framework of strategies and lessons for enhancing or building 
a middle school writing curriculum. Within each section, you will find a set of instructional prac-
tices-demonstrations, collaborative engagements, and independent applications- that allow students 
to gradually take control of complex thinking and activity. Gretchen Owocki covers not only the English 
Language Arts standards, but all the writing standards for literacy in social studies, science, and 
technical subjects. She identifies those lessons that work best in content-area classrooms, offers 
suggestions for cross-disciplinary collaboration, and provides common language for teachers across 
the disciplines. She shares resources and supports such as: decision trees that help you differentiate 
by matching students to lessons assessment tools to determine writers' needs instructional strategies, 
including minilessons dozens of reproducibles, including mentor texts, graphic organizers, and planning 
templates for writers. "Effective teaching," writes Gretchen, "is about taking note of learners' knowledge, 
engagement, and responses to instruction-and shaping instruction around what is observed." With her 
Common Core Writing Book, 6-8 you'll have a robust set of meaningful, authentic lessons and tools for 
not only teaching well but creating and sustaining engagement so that your writers continue to improve 
across the year.

Literacy Research Methodologies

"The definitive reference on literacy research methods, this book serves as a key resource for 
researchers and as a text in graduate-level courses. Distinguished scholars clearly describe established 
and emerging methodologies, discuss the types of questions and claims for which each is best suited, 
identify standards of quality, and present exemplary studies that illustrate the approaches at their best. 
The book demonstrates how each mode of inquiry can yield unique insights into literacy learning and 
teaching and how the methods can work together to move the field forward"--



The Core Six

Drawing on their extensive research and practice in schools across the United States, the authors of 
this indispensable guide offer six research-based, classroom-proven strategies that every K-12 teacher 
needs to respond to the Common Core State Standards. This practical book includes sample lesson 
plans and checklists to ensure effective implementation of each strategy in the classroom.

Bridge to Reading Zone Teacher's Resource Guide

Perfect for small group instruction geared toward Response to Intervention, BTR Zone: Bridge to 
Reading motivates reluctant and struggling readers with high-interest nonfiction focused on science, 
adventure, biography, history, and sports. With scaffolds such as on-page definitions, photographs, 
illustrations, captions, subheads, and informational graphics, BTR Zone books provide practice with 
the text features so important to understanding informational text. A teaching plan steeped in Common 
Core State Standards for Literacy provides instruction for vocabulary, fluency, comprehension, and 
authentic writing truly providing a bridge for students to become more strategic readers.

Common Core Practice Writing to Texts Grade 4

Teacher Resource Book

Literacy Assessment and Instructional Strategies

Literacy Assessment and Instructional Strategies by Kathy B. Grant, Sandra E. Golden, and Nance S. 
Wilson prepares literacy educators to conduct reading and writing assessments and develop appro-
priate corrective literacy strategies for use with their grade K–5 students. Connecting Common Core 
Literacy Learning Standards to effective strategies and creative activities, the book includes authentic 
literacy assessments and formal evaluations to support reading teaching in the elementary classroom. 
Initial chapters discuss literacy assessment and evaluation, data-driven instruction, high-stakes testing, 
and instructional shifts in teaching reading. Subsequent chapters focus on the latest instructional and 
assessment shifts, including pre-assessing literacy knowledge bases, using informational texts for 
vocabulary development, and close reading of text. Written by reading practitioners and researchers, 
this book is a must-have for novices as well as for veteran classroom teachers who want to stay on top 
of changing literacy trends.

A Close Look at Close Reading

The Common Core State Standards have put close reading in the spotlight as never before. While 
middle and high school teachers want and need students to connect with, analyze, and learn from 
both literary and informational texts, many are unsure how to foster the skills students must have in 
order to develop deep and nuanced understanding of complicated content. Is there a process to follow? 
How is close reading different from shared reading and other common literacy practices? How do you 
prepare students to have their ability to analyze complex texts measured by high-stakes assessments? 
And how do you fit close reading instruction and experiences into an already crowded curriculum? 
Literacy experts Barbara Moss, Diane Lapp, Maria Grant, and Kelly Johnson answer these questions 
and more as they explain how to teach middle and high school students to be close readers, how to 
make close reading a habit of practice across the content areas, and why doing so will build content 
knowledge. Informed by the authors’ extensive field experience and enriched by dozens of real-life 
scenarios and downloadable tools and templates, this book explores • Text complexity and how to 
determine if a particular text is right for your learning purposes and your students. • The process and 
purpose of close reading, with an emphasis on its role in developing the 21st century thinking, speaking, 
and writing skills essential for academic communication and college and career readiness. • How to 
plan, teach, and manage close reading sessions across the academic disciplines, including the kinds 
of questions to ask, texts to use, and supports to provide. • How to assess close reading and help 
all students—regardless of linguistic, cultural, or academic background—connect deeply with what 
they read and derive meaning from complex texts. Equipping students with the tools and process of 
close reading sets them on the road to becoming analytical and critical thinkers—and empowered and 
independent learners. In this comprehensive resource, you’ll find everything you need to start their 
journey.

Kindergarten and the Common Core



How do we teach with rigor to our youngest learners? How do we implement standards that spell 
out quite clearly what students must know but do not give us either the methods or materials that 
help our students achieve such skills? This professional resource provides practical routines and 
developmentally appropriate activities that foster an environment where our youngest learners can 
thrive in mastering core kindergarten content along with the Common Core standards. The routines 
and activities in this book have been thoroughly classroom-tested and aligned with best practices. 
The authors show you how to create a magical kindergarten environment that creates a community of 
confident learners full of excitement and enthusiasm! By design, these books are not printable from 
a reading device. To request a PDF of the reproducible pages, please contact customer service at 
1-888-262-6135.

Reading to the Core

Close, critical, and generative reading can be broken down into five key questions that a strategic reader 
must answer: What does the text say? How does the author say it? What does the text mean? What 
does it mean to me? What insights can I now gain? In this resource, the authors show that insight into 
these questions is the key to comprehending text. The authors provide tools such as mining charts, 
assessments, progress monitoring charts, and rubrics to strengthen the teaching and use of strategies 
including guided highlighted reading for craft, finding the element of argument in text, reading multiple 
texts for theme, and evaluating visual text. A culminating chapter provides a blueprint for creating a 
literacy action plan for classroom, school, and district that highlights students' growth and documents 
teacher effectiveness.

Common Core CPR

The ideal? Newly minted high school graduates all across the nation, each one a complex text 
genius, a writer and analytic thinker beyond compare. All on to glorious colleges and careers, thanks 
to the Common Core. The reality? The 1.3 million students who fail to graduate from high school 
each year and the hundreds of thousands more who either gave up or lost interest long ago . . . 
The reality is why Common Core CPR is needed. Urgently. Because if we continue to insist that 
all students meet expectations that are well beyond their abilities and mindsets, these kids will only 
decline faster. We must be brave enough-and trained enough-to cast aside what we know harms 
students and apply with renewed vigor the teaching methods we know work. Releah Lent and Barry 
Gilmore rise to the challenge, and there are no two authors better equipped to do so. They embrace 
what is best about the standards-their emphasis on active, authentic learning-and then explicitly 
show teachers how to connect these ideal outcomes to practical classroom strategies, detailing the 
day-to-day teaching that can coax reluctant learners into engagement and achievement. You'll learn 
how to: Consider choice and relevance in every assignment Plan and spot opportunities for success 
Scaffold students' comprehension of complex fiction and nonfiction texts Model close reading through 
thoughtful questioning Teach students to use evidence in reading, writing, speaking, and reflection . . 
. And so much more It's not the big sweeping formulas for achievement that will win the day; it's the 
incremental growth that teachers need to make happen: that one book, that one writing assignment, 
to help a student turn a corner. "If we can get that one transformational moment to occur, and follow it 
up by designing more opportunities for success, that's the ideal," say Lent and Gilmore.

Big Skills for the Common Core

Zoom in on the academic skills students are required to learn in reading, writing, speaking/listening, 
and language! This book cuts through all of the Common Core jargon and gets right to the heart of 
what students need to learn now. Big Skills for the Common Core is packed with engaging strategies 
you can use immediately to improve your students' literacy skills and help them retain those skills. 
Special features include... Charts that break down the skills for each anchor standard and put them 
into teacher- friendly language. BONUS! The charts highlight the big shifts for teachers for discussion 
and sharing. Practical strategies to help students tackle and understand complex texts. Helpful ideas 
for teaching argument writing, plus writing rubrics and assessment strategies. Clear information on Tier 
II and Tier III words and how to teach them. In addition, each section of the book ends with "Classroom 
Close-Ups," which take you inside real classrooms that are implementing the Common Core. You'll see 
the standards in action across the curriculum and get takeaway tips you can use tomorrow in your own 
classroom!



Create, Compose, Connect!

Find out how to incorporate digital tools into your English language arts class to improve students’ 
reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills. Authors Jeremy Hyler and Troy Hicks show you that tech-
nology is not just about making a lesson engaging; it’s about helping students become effective creators 
and consumers of information in today’s fast-paced world. You’ll learn how to use mobile technologies to 
teach narrative, informational, and argument writing as well as visual literacy and multimodal research. 
Each chapter is filled with exciting lesson plans and tech tool suggestions that you can take back to your 
own classroom immediately. See Jeremy Hyler’s TEDx! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHtXIJvS-
SAA

Inquiry Paths to Literacy Learning

Inquiry Paths to Literacy Learning, a collection of chapters from secondary teachers and university 
researchers, offers English language arts teachers several models and considerations for how to 
design and implement inquiry-based teaching and learning. As the contributors demonstrate, an 
inquiry approach can significantly boost student achievement, understanding, and transfer of learning. 
The chapters in this collection present classroom-tested approaches, activities, and assignments 
that teachers can use right away, but that also serve as models for designing learning experiences 
that most engage and benefit learners. Focusing on issues that adolescents find consequential, the 
sample learning activities promote the development of complex literacy skills, engage students in 
evidence-based reasoning, and foster an environment of cooperation, collaboration, and respect for 
different points of view. Together, the contributions in this book envision the English language arts 
classroom as a supportive environment for authentic inquiry and for the genuine democratic processes 
involved in grappling together with tough perennial and contemporary issues.

The Better Writing Breakthrough

Every teacher knows the challenge of trying to engage reluctant readers and struggling writers--stu-
dents whose typical response to a writing prompt is a few sentence fragments scribbled on a sheet of 
paper followed by an elaborate shrug of the shoulders. The best way to engage less confident readers 
and writers is to give them something powerful to think about. The Discourse and Writing Cycle explores 
writing as a means to focus student thinking, fuel deeper learning, and build complex understanding 
in English, social studies, math, and science. This field-tested approach from well-respected experts 
Eleanor Dougherty, Laura Billings, and Terry Roberts is designed for use in grades 4-12. The book 
explores the three interrelated sequences of the cycle--the Discourse Sequence, the Transition to 
Writing Sequence, and the Writing Sequence--and includes classroom examples and sample lesson 
plans from across the content areas. The cycle will inspire you as a teacher and help you to inspire your 
students to write with confidence and competence. "How often we dim or extinguish the creative sparks 
that can come from good writing! William Butler Yeats proclaimed that 'Education is not the filling of a 
pail, but the lighting of a fire.' This book lights the fire for the teaching of writing." --John Hattie, author 
of the Visible Learning books

Using Rubrics to Improve Student Writing, Grade 5

This is one in a series of handy grade-level guides providing concrete suggestions for formative 
assessment to foster improved student learning. Complete with extensive student samples, each book 
offers ideas for supporting learners as they write across genres.

The Hitchhiker's Guide to Writing Research

This book brings together the work of established scholars from around the world to celebrate and 
honor the many ways in which Steve Graham has contributed to the advancement of teaching and 
researching writing. Focusing on writing development and writing instruction in different contexts of 
education, original contributions in this book critically engage with theoretical and empirical issues 
raised in Steve Graham’s influential body of work and significantly extend our understandings of the 
importance of writing in developing learners’ literacy and the roles of writing in teaching and learning 
processes. This book is organized around themes central to Steve Graham's work, including theories 
and models of writing, effective instructional methods in teaching writing, surveys on teaching and 
learning writing, and systematic review studies on writing. Apart from regular chapters, the book also 
features personal and scholarly reflections revealing the powerful ways in which Steve Graham’s work 



has influenced our thinking in the field of writing research and continues to open up new avenues for 
future research endeavors.

Kindergarten Writing Activities

Kindergarten teachers looking for writing activities that meet the Common Core State Standards for 
Writing...this is for you! This book contains 20 creative, arts-infused lessons with authentic writing 
opportunities from beginning of the year to the end. The activities include the concepts of character, 
beginning, middle and end, narrative writing, and informational writing. Lessons infuse visual art, poetry, 
puppetry and kindergarten literature and include printable activity sheets where needed. Benchmark 
checklists and assessment tools for the standard are also provided. This activity book will make it easy 
for you to effectively teach and assess Common Core writing standards in kindergarten. 71 pages!
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