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Explore the captivating history of Venice in the 14th century through the iconic 'Lion of Saint Mark.' This 
compelling narrative delves into the heart of the Venetian Republic, unraveling tales and events that 
shaped the city's destiny during a pivotal era.
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The Tower Armoury In The Fourteenth Century

Royal Armouries Ms. I.33 is the earliest known surviving European fechtbuch (combat manual), and 
one of the oldest surviving martial arts manuals dealing... 9 KB (1,147 words) - 06:05, 10 October 2023
precedent of the collections of weapons that finally met in the Royal Armoury of Madrid. The Royal 
College of Artillery was divided into two parts: the academy... 30 KB (3,539 words) - 13:25, 31 January 
2024
the ornate architecture and façade of the town hall in the late-fourteenth century was undoubtedly a 
provocation for the latter, whose passage to the... 7 KB (906 words) - 18:35, 8 February 2024
kill or wound the enemy. The morning star first came into widespread use around the beginning of the 
fourteenth century, particularly in Germany where... 9 KB (1,212 words) - 06:47, 12 March 2024
at the village of Shirburn, near Watlington, Oxfordshire. Originally constructed in the fourteenth century, 
it was renovated and remodelled in the Georgian... 66 KB (8,849 words) - 14:53, 14 January 2024
covering most of the Brythonic kingdom of Elmet, which existed during the 5th century into the early 
7th century. Bede states in the fourteenth chapter of his... 194 KB (18,272 words) - 10:57, 17 March 
2024
within the Tower precinct, a succession of Storehouses and Armouries having been built for such 
purposes since the fourteenth century. From the mid-16th... 66 KB (8,270 words) - 15:05, 13 March 
2024
was superseded in the mid-15th century by the Office of Armoury and the Office of Ordnance (both 
also based at the Tower), whereupon the Privy Wardrobe's... 40 KB (5,389 words) - 06:48, 21 June 
2023
 From the fourteenth century onward, Ayutthaya became Kambuja's rival.:
222–223
 Angkor was be-
sieged by the Ayutthayan king Uthong in 1352, and following... 84 KB (8,394 words) - 04:18, 4 February 
2024
to 410 N). The third and fourth were recovered in 1836 by John Deane from the Mary Rose. Both 
weapons are in the Tower of London Armoury and Horace Ford... 64 KB (8,764 words) - 14:03, 9 March 
2024
succession from the fourteenth to the nineteenth century (1817). In early times the name appeared as 
Flandrensis, Flemang, Flammank, and in other forms Thomas... 8 KB (904 words) - 17:34, 17 March 
2023
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relations with the new Mongol overlords stabilized in the mid to late fourteenth century, there was a 
revival in architectural style and innovation in Novgorod... 86 KB (9,623 words) - 14:18, 24 February 
2024
occupied by the fortifications and towers of the medieval city. In the fourteenth century, when Innsbruck 
was ruled by the House of Gorizia, the city's defensive... 26 KB (3,359 words) - 10:00, 16 December 
2023
"Byzantium and Moscow". Byzantium and the Rise of Russia: A Study of Byzantino-Russian Relations 
in the Fourteenth Century. Cambridge University Press. p. 147... 36 KB (4,517 words) - 05:15, 22 
February 2024
in the town of Birmingham itself. Birmingham ironmongers are recorded selling the Royal Armouries 
large quantities of bills as early as 1514; by the 1550s... 148 KB (18,261 words) - 05:44, 22 February 
2024
the only collection of Royal Armouries artifacts outside of the United Kingdom. Since then the Frazier 
has expanded its focus to broader history. The... 157 KB (14,452 words) - 18:52, 9 March 2024
Rachel E (2012). "Royal Armouries MS I.33: The Judicial Combat And The Art Of Fencing In Thirteenth- 
And Fourteenth-Century German Literature". Oxford... 38 KB (5,055 words) - 22:04, 17 March 2024
Piedmont-Sardinia One of the Italian flags that participated in the Crimean War is kept in the Royal 
Armoury of Turin. In 1857, an Italian flag with the pole surmounted... 165 KB (19,112 words) - 02:06, 
15 March 2024
to the Royal Artillery Armoury in Dum Dum. Sir Stanley Jackson, Governor of Bengal, opened the 
Bengal Flying Club at Dum Dum/Calcutta aerodrome in February... 88 KB (6,003 words) - 10:31, 15 
March 2024
needed] Wee, H. Van der (2013). The Growth of the Antwerp Market and the European Economy: 
Fourteenth-Sixteenth Centuries. Springer Science &amp; Business Media... 389 KB (43,328 words) - 
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The Patronage Of Science In The Nineteenth Century

Lance Humphries: "The Patronage of Robert Gilmor, Jr...." - Lance Humphries: "The Patronage of 
Robert Gilmor, Jr...." by The Frick Collection 172 views 4 years ago 28 minutes - Lance Humphries, 
Executive Director, Mount Vernon Place Conservancy, Baltimore presents his lecture, "The Patron-
age, of ...
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Literature and Science in the Nineteenth Century (ENG30660) - Fionnuala Dillane - Literature and 
Science in the Nineteenth Century (ENG30660) - Fionnuala Dillane by Real Smart Media 396 views 
8 years ago 1 minute, 39 seconds - Fionnuala Dillane introduces her 3rd year module in UCD English 
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The Saxon Mirror

The Sachsenspiegel, or Saxon Mirror, compiled in 1235 by Eike von Repgow, may be said to mark 
the beginning of vernacular German jurisprudence. For the first time, Maria Dobozy offers an English 
translation of this influential lawbook, the oldest, and most important, set of customary law in the 
German language. This lawbook with its amendments marks a major shift in the history of German law 
from purely oral authority and transmission to a written documentation that allowed greater consistency 
in legal procedure. The reception of the lawbook was vast. It was rapidly adapted across Germany, as 
the four hundred manuscript versions demonstrate. Beyond Germany, it was copied as the paradigm 
for lawbooks in Prussia, Silesia, Poland, Ukraine, Hungary, and Bohemia. These codes of law became 
the standard for over three hundred years. The Sachsenspiegel contains a compilation of the legal 
practices at the time in Saxony, an ethnically mixed territory, and encompasses the legal customs and 
procedures that regulated the daily life of peasants and landlords. It is a multidimensional resource for 
anyone seeking insight into German and Central European culture in art, literature, linguistics, literacy, 
law, ethnic diversity, women, and the Bible.

Vengeance in Medieval Europe

How did medieval society deal with private justice, with grudges, and with violent emotions? This 
ground-breaking reader collects for the first time a number of unpublished or difficult-to-find texts that 
address violence and emotion in the Middle Ages. The sources collected here illustrate the power 
and reach of the language of vengeance in medieval European society. They span the early, high, 
and later middle ages, and capture a range of perspectives including legal sources, learned commen-
taries, narratives, and documents of practice. Though social elites necessarily figure prominently in 
all medieval sources, sources concerning relatively low-status individuals and sources pertaining to 
women are included. The sources range from saints' lives that illustrate the idea of vengeance to later 
medieval court records concerning vengeful practices. A secondary goal of the collection is to illustrate 
the prominence of mechanisms for peacemaking in medieval European society. The introduction traces 
recent scholarly developments in the study of vengeance and discusses the significance of these 
concepts for medieval political and social history.

Readings in Medieval History

"Instructors of medieval history are fortunate to have at their disposal a new edition of the best 
selection of medieval primary sources in English translation available today. Like its predecessors, 
this fourth edition fulfills the promise expressed in the author's preface: to introduce us and our 
students to documents representing a great variety of genres, subjects, and places throughout medieval 
Europe and to present those documents in their entirety or in substantial portions. The documents 
allow us, the teachers, and more importantly, our students, the freedom to read in depth, select, 
and analyze---to practice history at its best, right in the classroom."---Piotr Gorecki, University of 
California, Riverside "Geary's careful and wise selection of texts in his reader provides the best balance 
between range and depth necessary for a successful source book. Students are introduced to the 
richness of medieval evidence and can engage with the personalities who produced it in a way that 
encourages further study and reflection on the Middle Ages."---Nicholas Everett, University of Toronto 
"Provides an excellent selection of complete texts or substantial extracts from key primary sources, 
helpfully grouped thematically and illustrating many current issues in modern historical study ... an 
invaluable introduction."---Rosamond McKitterick, Newnham College, University of Cambridge "The 



best collection of medieval documents in print."---A.J. Andrea, University of Vermont For this new 
edition, Patrick J. Geary has incorporated more bibliographical information into the introductions to the 
readings. Five texts have been added to better reflect legal, religious, Polish, and women's history. A 
glossary is provided to help with unfamiliar terms. For students who want to dig deeper into the primary 
sources, secondary readings about the primary sources are listed.

Routledge Revivals: Medieval Germany (2001)

First published in 2001, Medieval Germany: An Encyclopedia provides a comprehensive guide to 
the German and Dutch-speaking world in the Middle Ages, from approximately C.E. 500 to 1500. 
It offers detailed accounts of a wide variety of aspects of medieval Germany, including language, 
literature, architecture, politics, warfare, medicine, philosophy and religion. In addition, this reference 
work includes bibliographies and citations to aid further study. This A-Z encyclopedia, featuring over 
500 entries written by expert contributors, will be of key interest to students and scholars, as well as 
general readers.

Law and Kinship in Thirteenth-Century England

First comprehensive survey of how kinship rules were discussed and applied in medieval England.

Naming, Defining, Phrasing Strong Asymmetrical Dependencies

An examination of the terms used in specific historical contexts to refer to those people in a society 
who can be categorized as being in a position of ‘strong asymmetrical dependency’ (including slavery) 
provides insights into the social categories and distinctions that informed asymmetrical social interac-
tions. In a similar vein, an analysis of historical narratives that either justify or challenge dependency 
is conducive to revealing how dependency may be embedded in (historical) discourses and ways 
of thinking. The eleven contributions in the volume approach these issues from various disciplinary 
vantage points, including theology, global history, Ottoman history, literary studies, and legal history. 
The authors address a wide range of different textual sources and historical contexts – from medieval 
Scandinavia and the Fatimid Empire to the history of abolition in Martinique and human rights violations 
in contemporary society. While the authors contribute innovative insights to ongoing discussions within 
their disciplines, the articles were also written with a view to the endeavor of furthering Dependency 
Studies as a transdisciplinary approach to the study of human societies past and present.

Beyond the Yellow Badge

Bringing together thirteen leading art historians, Beyond the Yellow Badge seeks to reframe the 
relationship between European visual culture and the many changing aspects of the Christian majority’s 
negative conceptions of Jews and Judaism during the Middle Ages and early modern periods.

Between Text, Meaning and Legal Languages

This collection on legal interpretation in a broad sense presents state-of-the-art linguistic approaches 
that are applied for studying interpretation and meaning generation in various legal settings. It covers 
different aspects of the concepts like judicial dissent, court argumentation, investigating sociological 
meaning, or comparing legal meaning in comparative law. Scholars can turn to the volume for methods 
and findings to ground their own inquiries, and students will find guides to topics and methods in the 
field of law, meaning generation, and language.



Readings in Medieval History, Fifth Edition

Patrick J. Geary's highly acclaimed collection of source materials on the Western medieval world is 
well known for offering an excellent selection of substantial excerpts – or entire documents wherever 
possible – from the most widely studied historical texts. This much-anticipated fifth edition features a 
larger format, as well as enlarged type, to make the collection more reader-friendly. Study questions 
have been added at the end of each section to help students focus on key points in the text. New 
documents on the Black Death, William of Rubruck, and Marco Polo are included, as well as a new 
selection from St. Benedict's Rule for Monasteries and a new translation of Einhard's The Life of 
Charlemagne. Two color photo sections have been added, introducing students to fascinating medieval 
art such as a fifth-century ivory from Constantinople, the two earliest images of Joan of Arc, the 
Sachsenspiegel, and a shirt that belonged to Queen Bathild.

Readings in Medieval History, Volume II

Patrick J. Geary's highly acclaimed collection of source materials on the medieval period is well-known 
for offering an excellent selection of substantial excerpts—or whole documents wherever possi-
ble—from the most widely studied historical texts. This much-anticipated fifth edition features a larger 
format, as well as enlarged type, to make the collection more reader-friendly. Study questions have 
been added at the end of each section to help students focus on key points in the text. Volume II includes 
new material on the Black Death as well as new readings on Western Europe and the Mongols. A color 
photo section has been added, introducing students to fascinating medieval art such as the two earliest 
images of Joan of Arc and the Sachsenspiegel.

Touching Parchment: How Medieval Users Rubbed, Handled, and Kissed Their Manuscripts

The Medieval book, both religious and secular, was regarded as a most precious item. The traces of its 
use through touching and handling during different rituals such as oath-taking, is the subject of Kathryn 
Rudy’s research in Touching Parchment. Rudy presents numerous and fascinating case studies that 
relate to the evidence of use and damage through touching and or kissing. She also puts each study 
within a category of different ways of handling books, mainly liturgical, legal or choral practice, and in 
turn connects each practice to the horizontal or vertical behavioural patterns of users within a public or 
private environment. With her keen eye for observation in being able to identify various characteristics 
of inadvertent and targeted ware, the author adds a new dimension to the Medieval book. She gives 
the reader the opportunity to reflect on the social, anthropological and historical value of the use of 
the book by sharpening our senses to the way users handled books in different situations. Rudy has 
amassed an incredible amount of material for this research and the way in which she presents each 
manuscript conveys an approach that scholars on Medieval history and book materiality should keep 
in mind when carrying out their own research. What perhaps is most striking in her articulate text, is 
how she expresses that the touching of books was not without emotion, and the accumulated effects 
of these emotions are worthy of preservation, study and further reflection.

Getty Research Journal, No. 13

The Getty Research Journal features the work of art historians, museum curators, and conservators 
around the world as part of Getty’s mission to promote the presentation, conservation, and interpre-
tation of the world’s artistic legacy. Articles present original scholarship related to Getty collections, 
initiatives, and broad research interests. This issue features essays on a Parthian stag rhyton and new 
epigraphic and technical discoveries; gendered devotion and owner portraits in illuminated manuscripts 
from northern France around 1300; a technical analysis of heraldic devices in a missal from Renais-
sance Bologna; a new social and collective practice of drawing among French architect pensionnaires 
of the 1820s and 1830s at Pompeii; artist Malvina Hoffman’s representations of race during her travels 
to Southeastern Europe as part of her work with the American Yugo-Slav Relief; Raimundo de Madrazo 
y Garreta’s painting Reverie—The Letter and the small-world sensation as a methodology for global 
art history; arguments that disprove the attribution of the J. Paul Getty Museum’s sculpture Head with 
Horns to artist Paul Gauguin; Head with Horns and Gauguin’s creative appropriation of objects; and 
the unpublished first draft of critic Clement Greenberg’s essay "Towards a Newer Laocoon."

Medieval Germany



An encyclopedia covering the political, social, intellectual, religious and cultural history of the German- 
and Dutch-speaking medieval world, between 500 and 1500. Entries cover individuals and their deeds 
as well as broader historical topics.

Violence in Medieval Europe

The European Middle Ages have long attracted popular interest as an era characterised by violence, 
whether a reflection of societal brutality and lawlessness or part of a romantic vision of chivalry. 
Violence in Medieval Europe engages with current scholarly debate about the degree to which medieval 
European society was in fact shaped by such forces. Drawing on a wide variety of primary sources, 
Warren Brown examines the norms governing violence within medieval societies from the sixth to 
the fourteenth century, over an area covering the Romance and the Germanic-speaking regions of 
the continent as well as England. Scholars have often told the story of violence and power in the 
Middle Ages as one in which 'private' violence threatened and sometimes destroyed 'public' order. 
Yet academics are now asking to what degree violence that we might call private, in contrast to the 
violence wielded by a central authority, might have been an effective social tool. Here, Brown looks at 
how private individuals exercised violence in defence of their rights or in vengeance for wrongs within 
a set of clearly understood social rules, and how over the course of this period, kings began to claim 
the exclusive right to regulate the violence of their subjects as part of their duty to uphold God's order 
on earth. Violence in Medieval Europe provides both an original take on the subject and an illuminating 
synthesis of recent and classic scholarship. It will be invaluable to students and scholars of history, 
medieval studies and related areas, for the light it casts not just on violence, but on the evolution of the 
medieval political order.

Key Figures in Medieval Europe

From emperors and queens to artists and world travelers, from popes and scholars to saints and 
heretics, Key Figures in Medieval Europe brings together in one volume the most important people 
who lived in medieval Europe between 500 and 1500. Gathered from the biographical entries from 
the on-going series, the Routledge Encyclopedias of the Middle Ages, these A-Z biographical entries 
discuss the lives of over 575 individuals who have had a historical impact in such areas as politics, 
religion, or the arts. Individuals from places such as medieval England, France, Germany, Iberia, Italy, 
and Scandinavia are included as well as those from the Jewish and Islamic worlds. A thematic outline is 
included that lists people not only by categories, but also by regions. For a full list of entries, contributors, 
and more, visit the Routledge Encyclopedias of the Middle Ages website.

Rural Space in the Middle Ages and Early Modern Age

Older research on the premodern world limited its focus on the Church, the court, and, more recently, 
on urban space. The present volume invites readers to consider the meaning of rural space, both in light 
of ecocritical readings and social-historical approaches. While previous scholars examined the figure of 
the peasant in the premodern world, the current volume combines a large number of specialized studies 
that investigate how the natural environment and the appearance of members of the rural population 
interacted with the world of the court and of the city. The experience in rural space was important already 
for writers and artists in the premodern era, as the large variety of scholarly approaches indicates. 
The present volume signals how much the surprisingly close interaction between members of the 
aristocratic and of the peasant class determined many literary and art-historical works. In a surprisingly 
large number of cases we can even discover elements of utopia hidden in rural space. We also observe 
how much the rural world was a significant element already in early-medieval mentality. Moreover, as 
many authors point out, the impact of natural forces on premodern society was tremendous, if not 
catastrophic.

Violence in Medieval Courtly Literature

Although courtly literature is often associated with a chivalrous and idyllic life, the fifteen original essays 
in this collection demonstrate that the quest for love in the world of medieval courtly literature was 
underpinned by violence. Lovers were rejected, mistrust ruled, rape was a rampant problem, and 
marriage was often characterized by brutality. Albrecht Classen brings together an outstanding group 
of historical, cultural, and literary scholars in this volume to investigate the complicated, nuanced, and 
often surprising unions of love and violence in courtly medieval literature.



Conflicting Femininities in Medieval German Literature

Drastic changes in lay religiosity during the High Middle Ages spurred anxiety about women forsaking 
their secular roles as wives and mothers for religious ones as nuns and beguines. This anxiety and 
the subsequent need to model an ideal of feminine behavior for the laity is particularly expressed in 
the German versions of Latin and French narratives. Using thirteenth-century penitentials, monastic 
exempla, and sermons, Karina Marie Ash clarifies how secular wifehood was recast as a quasi-religious 
role and, in German epics and romances from the late twelfth and early thirteenth centuries, how female 
characters are adapted to promote the salvific nature of worldly love in ways that echo the pastoral 
reevaluation of women at that time. Then she argues that mid and late thirteenth-century German 
literature not only reflects this impulse to idealize women's roles in lay society but also to promote an 
alternative model of femininity that deploys ways of privileging secular roles for women over religious 
ones. These continuously evolving readaptations of female protagonists across cultures and across 
centuries reflect fictive solutions for real historical concerns about women that not only complement 
contemporary pastoral and legal reforms but are also unique to medieval German literature.

Law and the Imagination in Medieval Wales

In Law and the Imagination in Medieval Wales, Robin Chapman Stacey explores the idea of law as a 
form of political fiction: a body of literature that blurs the lines generally drawn between the legal and 
literary genres. She argues that for jurists of thirteenth-century Wales, legal writing was an intensely 
imaginative genre, one acutely responsive to nationalist concerns and capable of reproducing them in 
sophisticated symbolic form. She identifies narrative devices and tropes running throughout successive 
revisions of legal texts that frame the body as an analogy for unity and for the court, that equate 
maleness with authority and just rule and femaleness with its opposite, and that employ descriptions 
of internal and external landscapes as metaphors for safety and peril, respectively. Historians disagree 
about the context in which the lawbooks of medieval Wales should be read and interpreted. Some 
accept the claim that they originated in a council called by the tenth-century king Hywel Dda, while 
others see them less as a repository of ancient custom than as the Welsh response to the general 
resurgence in law taking place in western Europe. Stacey builds on the latter approach to argue 
that whatever their origins, the lawbooks functioned in the thirteenth century as a critical venue for 
political commentary and debate on a wide range of subjects, including the threat posed to native 
independence and identity by the encroaching English; concerns about violence and disunity among 
the native Welsh; abusive behavior on the part of native officials; unwelcome changes in native practice 
concerning marriage, divorce, and inheritance; and fears about the increasing political and economic 
role of women.

Cultural Exchange

Demonstrating that similarities between Jewish and Christian art in the Middle Ages were more than 
coincidental, Cultural Exchange meticulously combines a wide range of sources to show how Jews 
and Christians exchanged artistic and material culture. Joseph Shatzmiller focuses on communities 
in northern Europe, Iberia, and other Mediterranean societies where Jews and Christians coexisted 
for centuries, and he synthesizes the most current research to describe the daily encounters that 
enabled both societies to appreciate common artistic values. Detailing the transmission of cultural 
sensibilities in the medieval money market and the world of Jewish money lenders, this book examines 
objects pawned by peasants and humble citizens, sacred relics exchanged by the clergy as security 
for loans, and aesthetic goods given up by the Christian well-to-do who required financial assistance. 
The work also explores frescoes and decorations likely painted by non-Jews in medieval and early 
modern Jewish homes located in Germanic lands, and the ways in which Jews hired Christian artists 
and craftsmen to decorate Hebrew prayer books and create liturgical objects. Conversely, Christians 
frequently hired Jewish craftsmen to produce liturgical objects used in Christian churches. With rich 
archival documentation, Cultural Exchange sheds light on the social and economic history of the 
creation of Jewish and Christian art, and expands the general understanding of cultural exchange in 
brand-new ways.

Conversion, Circumcision, and Ritual Murder in Medieval Europe

A investigation into the thirteenth-century Norwich circumcision case and its meaning for Christians 
and Jews In 1230, Jews in the English city of Norwich were accused of having seized and cir-
cumcised a five-year-old Christian boy named Edward because they "wanted to make him a Jew." 



Contemporaneous accounts of the "Norwich circumcision case," as it came to be called, recast this 
episode as an attempted ritual murder. Contextualizing and analyzing accounts of this event and 
others, with special attention to the roles of children, Paola Tartakoff sheds new light on medieval 
Christian views of circumcision. She shows that Christian characterizations of Jews as sinister agents 
of Christian apostasy belonged to the same constellation of anti-Jewish libels as the notorious charge 
of ritual murder. Drawing on a wide variety of Jewish and Christian sources, Tartakoff investigates the 
elusive backstory of the Norwich circumcision case and exposes the thirteenth-century resurgence 
of Christian concerns about formal Christian conversion to Judaism. In the process, she elucidates 
little-known cases of movement out of Christianity and into Judaism, as well as Christian anxieties 
about the instability of religious identity. Conversion, Circumcision, and Ritual Murder in Medieval 
Europe recovers the complexity of medieval Jewish-Christian conversion and reveals the links between 
religious conversion and mounting Jewish-Christian tensions. At the same time, Tartakoff does not 
lose sight of the mystery surrounding the events that spurred the Norwich circumcision case, and she 
concludes the book by offering a solution of her own: Christians and Jews, she posits, understood 
these events in fundamentally irreconcilable ways, illustrating the chasm that separated Christians and 
Jews in a world in which some Christians and Jews knew each other intimately.

Felony and the Guilty Mind in Medieval England

Explores the role of criminal intent in constituting felony in the first two centuries of the English criminal 
trial jury.

Chronicles Through the Centuries

Offers a history of the interpretation of Chronicles in theology, worship, music, literature and art from the 
ancient period to the present day, demonstrating its foundational importance within the Old Testament 
Explores important differences between the same topics and stories that occur in Chronicles and other 
biblical books such as Genesis and Kings, including the pious depiction of David, the clear correlation 
between moral behavior and divine reward, and the elevation of music in worship Examines the 
reception of Chronicles among its interpreters, including rabbis of the Talmud, Jerome, Martin Luther, 
Johann Sebastian Bach, Cotton Mather, and others, Features broad yet comprehensive coverage that 
considers Jewish and Christian, ancient and modern, and secular and pop cultural interpretations 
Organizes discussions by verse to illuminate each one’s changing meaning across the ages

The Power of a Woman's Voice in Medieval and Early Modern Literatures

The study takes the received view among scholars that women in the Middle Ages were faced with 
sustained misogyny and that their voices were seldom heard in public and subjects it to a critical 
analysis. The ten chapters deal with various aspects of the question, and the voices of a variety of 
authors - both female and male - are heard. The study opens with an enquiry into violence against 
women, including in texts by male writers (Hartmann von Aue, Gottfried von Straßburg, Wolfram von 
Eschenbach) which indeed describe instances of violence, but adopt an extremely critical stance 
towards them. It then proceeds to show how women were able to develop an independent identity in 
various genres and could present themselves as authorities in the public eye. Mystic texts by Hildegard 
of Bingen, Marie de France and Margery Kempe, the medieval conduct poem known as Die Winsbeckin, 
the Devout Books of Sisters composed in convents in South-West Germany, but also quasi-historical 
documents such as the memoirs of Helene Kottaner or Anna Weckerin's cookery book, demonstrate 
that far more women were in the public gaze than had hitherto been assumed and that they possessed 
the self-confidence to establish their positions with their intellectual and their literary achievements.

Communication, Translation, and Community in the Middle Ages and Early Modern Period

Die neue englischsprachige Reihe zur Mediävistik strebt eine methodisch reflektierte, anspruchsvolle 
Verbindung von Text- und Kulturwissenschaft an. Sie widmet sich den kulturellen Grundthemen der 
mittelalterlichen Welt aus der Perspektive der Literatur- und Geschichtswissenschaft. ‚Grundthemen' 
sind die kulturprägenden Denkbilder, Weltanschauungen, Sozialstrukturen und Alltagsbedingungen 
des mittelalterlichen Lebens, also z. B. Kindheit und Alter, Sexualität, Religion, Medizin, Rituale, Arbeit, 
Armut und Reichtum, Aberglauben, Erde und Kosmos, Stadt und Land, Krieg, Emotionen, Kommu-
nikation, Reisen usw. Die Reihe greift wichtige aktuelle Fachdiskussionen auf und stellt ein Forum 
der interdisziplinären Mittelalter-Forschung dar. Fundamentals of Medieval and Early Modern Culture 
steht Sammelbänden ebenso offen wie Monographien. Intention ist immer, kompendienhafte Werke zu 



zentralen Fragen der mittelalterlichen Kulturgeschichte vorzulegen, die einen soliden Überblick über 
einen geschlossenen Themenkreis aus der Perspektive verschiedener Fachdisziplinen vermitteln. Im 
Ganzen bietet die Reihe so eine Enzyklopädie der mittelalterlichen Literatur- und Kulturgeschichte und 
ihrer Hauptthemen. Es werden ca. zwei Bände pro Jahr erscheinen.

Routledge Revivals: Key Figures in Medieval Europe (2006)

First published in 2006, Key Figures in Medieval Europe, brings together in one volume the most 
important people who lived in medieval Europe between 500 and 1500. Gathered from the biographical 
entries from the series, Routledge Encyclopedias of the Middle Ages, these A-Z biographical entries 
discuss the lives of over 575 individuals who have had a historical impact in such areas as politics, 
religion, and the arts. It includes individuals from places such as medieval England, France, Germany, 
Iberia, Italy, and Scandinavia, as well as those from the Jewish and Islamic worlds. In one convenient 
volume, students, scholars, and interested readers will find the biographies of the people whose 
actions, beliefs, creations, and writings shaped the Middle Ages, one of the most fascinating periods 
of world history.

The Formation and Transmission of Western Legal Culture

This volume surveys 150 law books of fundamental importance in the history of Western legal literature 
and culture. The entries are organized in three sections: the first dealing with the transitional period 
of fifteenth-century editions of medieval authorities, the second spanning the early modern period 
from the sixteenth to the eighteenth century, and the third focusing on the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. The contributors are scholars from all over the world. Each ‘old book’ is analyzed by a 
recognized specialist in the specific field of interest. Individual entries give a short biography of the 
author and discuss the significance of the works in the time and setting of their publication, and in their 
broader influence on the development of law worldwide. Introductory essays explore the development 
of Western legal traditions, especially the influence of the English common law, and of Roman and 
canon law on legal writers, and the borrowings and interaction between them. The book goes beyond 
the study of institutions and traditions of individual countries to chart a broader perspective on the 
transmission of legal concepts across legal, political, and geographical boundaries. Examining the 
branches of this genealogical tree of books makes clear their pervasive influence on modern legal 
systems, including attempts at rationalizing custom or creating new hybrid systems by transplanting 
Western legal concepts into other jurisdictions.

Crime and Punishment in the Middle Ages and Early Modern Age

All societies are constructed, based on specific rules, norms, and laws. Hence, all ethics and morality 
are predicated on perceived right or wrong behavior, and much of human culture proves to be the result 
of a larger discourse on vices and virtues, transgression and ideals, right and wrong. The topics covered 
in this volume, addressing fundamental concerns of the premodern world, deal with allegedly criminal, 
or simply wrong behavior which demanded punishment. Sometimes this affected whole groups of 
people, such as the innocently persecuted Jews, sometimes individuals, such as violent and evil 
princes. The issue at stake here embraces all of society since it can only survive if a general framework 
is observed that is based in some way on justice and peace. But literature and the visual arts provide 
many examples of open and public protests against wrongdoings, ill-conceived ideas and concepts, 
and stark crimes, such as theft, rape, and murder. In fact, poetic statements or paintings could carry 
significant potentials against those who deliberately transgressed moral and ethical norms, or who 
even targeted themselves.

Virtus 20 (2013)

Virtus is een onafhankelijk en multidisciplinair peer reviewed jaarboek met bijdragen op het gebied van 
de adelsgeschiedenis.

The Sacred and the Sinister

Inspired by the work of eminent scholar Richard Kieckhefer, The Sacred and the Sinister explores the 
ambiguities that made (and make) medieval religion and magic so difficult to differentiate. The essays in 
this collection investigate how the holy and unholy were distinguished in medieval Europe, where their 
characteristics diverged, and the implications of that deviation. In the Middle Ages, the natural world 



was understood as divinely created and infused with mysterious power. This world was accessible 
to human knowledge and susceptible to human manipulation through three modes of engagement: 
religion, magic, and science. How these ways of understanding developed in light of modern notions of 
rationality is an important element of ongoing scholarly conversation. As Kieckhefer has emphasized, 
ambiguity and ambivalence characterize medieval understandings of the divine and demonic powers 
at work in the world. The ten chapters in this volume focus on four main aspects of this assertion: the 
cult of the saints, contested devotional relationships and practices, unsettled judgments between magic 
and religion, and inconclusive distinctions between magic and science. Freshly insightful, this study of 
ambiguity between magic and religion will be of special interest to scholars in the fields of medieval 
studies, religious studies, European history, and the history of science. In addition to the editor, the 
contributors to this volume are Michael D. Bailey, Kristi Woodward Bain, Maeve B. Callan, Elizabeth 
Casteen, Claire Fanger, Sean L. Field, Anne M. Koenig, Katelyn Mesler, and Sophie Page.

Wergild, Compensation and Penance

This volume offers the first comprehensive account of the monetary logic that guided the payment of 
wergild and blood money in early medieval conflict resolution. In the early middle ages, wergild played 
multiple roles: it was used to measure a person’s status, to prevent and end conflicts, and to negotiate 
between an individual and the agents of statehood. This collection of interlocking essays by historians, 
philologists and jurists represents a major contribution to the study of law and society in Western Europe 
during the early Middle Ages. Contributors are Lukas Bothe, Warren Brown, Stefan Esders, Wolfgang 
Haubrichs, Paul Hyams, Tom Lambert, Ralph W. Mathisen, Rob Meens, Han Nijdam, Lisi Oliver, Harald 
Siems, Karl Ubl, and Helle Vogt. See inside the book.

Law and Justice from Antiquity to Enlightenment

This concise intellectual history of the law offers an accessible introduction to the ideas and contexts 
of law from ancient Babylon to eighteenth-century Europe. Robert W. Shaffern examines a rich array 
of sources to illuminate ideas about law and justice in Western civilization. He identifies four main 
sources for traditional jurisprudence—the civilizations of the Fertile Crescent and classical Athens, 
the legal legacy of ancient Rome, the legal traditions of the Middle Ages, and developments in early 
modern Europe. By focusing on the recurring issues and historical contexts of the law, the author 
shows the extensive influence earlier sources had on the later development of Western law. For 
instance, the ancient code of Hammurabi pledged to obtain justice for the "widow and the orphan," 
a phrase that appeared again in later laws. Also, the tragedies of Aeschylus insisted that private 
individuals pursue vengeance, but government judiciaries upheld justice, an idea that the early modern 
European monarchies advanced when they promulgated new codes of criminal law. Additionally, 
Roman, medieval, and modern jurists all believed that natural law theory served as a rational criterion 
for legislators and judges. Throughout the span of centuries covered in the text, governments used law 
to regulate or monopolize the employment of violence. Designed to introduce undergraduates to the 
significant developments and ideas about the law and justice, this book will be invaluable for courses 
on the history of law and jurisprudence.

Women and Gender in Medieval Europe

From women's medicine and the writings of Christine de Pizan to the lives of market and tradeswomen 
and the idealization of virginity, gender and social status dictated all aspects of women's lives during 
the middle ages. A cross-disciplinary resource, Women and Gender in Medieval Europe examines the 
daily reality of medieval women from all walks of life in Europe between 450 CE and 1500 CE, i.e., from 
the fall of the Roman Empire to the discovery of the Americas. Moving beyond biographies of famous 
noble women of the middles ages, the scope of this important reference work is vast and provides a 
comprehensive understanding of medieval women's lives and experiences. Masculinity in the middle 
ages is also addressed to provide important context for understanding women's roles. Entries that 
range from 250 words to 4,500 words in length thoroughly explore topics in the following areas: · Art 
and Architecture · Countries, Realms, and Regions · Daily Life · Documentary Sources · Economics 
· Education and Learning · Gender and Sexuality · Historiography · Law · Literature · Medicine and 
Science · Music and Dance · Persons · Philosophy · Politics · Political Figures · Religion and Theology · 
Religious Figures · Social Organization and Status Written by renowned international scholars, Women 
and Gender in Medieval Europe is the latest in the Routledge Encyclopedias of the Middle Ages. Easily 



accessible in an A-to-Z format, students, researchers, and scholars will find this outstanding reference 
work to be an invaluable resource on women in Medieval Europe.

Contributory Negligence

In Contributory Negligence, Emanuel van Dongen gives an overview of the historical development of 
the effect of contributory negligence on delictual liability, from Antiquity until today.

Walking Corpses

In Walking Corpses, Timothy S. Miller and John W. Nesbitt contextualize reactions to leprosy in medieval 
Western Europe by tracing its history in Late Antique Byzantium, which had been confronting leprosy 
and its effects for centuries. Integrating developments in both the Latin West and the Greek East, 
Walking Corpses challenges a number of misperceptions about attitudes toward the disease, including 
that theologians branded leprosy as punishment for sin (rather, it was seen as a mark of God's favor); 
that Christian teaching encouraged bans on the afflicted from society (in actuality, it was Germanic 
customary law); or that leprosariums were prisons (instead, they were centers of care, many of them 
self-governing). Informed by extensive archival research and recent bioarchaeology, Walking Corpses 
also includes new translations of three Greek texts regarding leprosy, while a new preface to the 
paperback edition updates the historiography on medieval perceptions and treatments of leprosy.

Capital and Corporal Punishment in Anglo-Saxon England

Essays examining how punishment operated in England, from c.600 to the Norman Conquest.

Founding Feminisms in Medieval Studies

Essays using feminist approaches to offer fresh insights into aspects of the texts and the material 
culture of the middle ages.

Central European Constitutional Courts in the Face of EU Membership

Central European Constitutional Courts in the Face of EU Membership explores German legal influence 
on other systems of constitutional justice, concentrating on the impact of the Federal Constitutional 
Court’s approach to EU integration on constitutional courts in Hungary and Poland.

Handbook of the Roman Law,

In medieval Europe, the word fama denoted both talk (what was commonly said about a person or event) 
and an individual's ensuing reputation (one's fama). Although talk by others was no doubt often feared, 
it was also valued and even cultivated as a vehicle for shaping one's status. People had to think about 
how to "manage" their fama, which played an essential role in the medieval culture of appearances.At 
the same time, however, institutions such as law courts and the church, alarmed by the power of talk, 
sought increasingly to regulate it. Christian moral discourse, literary and visual representation, juristic 
manuals, and court records reflected concern about talk. This book's authors consider how talk was 
created and entered into memory. They address such topics as fama's relation to secular law and the 
preoccupations of the church, its impact on women's lives, and its capacity to shape the concept of 
literary authorship.

Fama

Working Life of Women in the Seventeenth Century

"Working Life of Women in the Seventeenth Century" by Alice Clark was originally published in 1919, 
and was the first comprehensive analysis of the daily lives of ordinary women in early modern England. 
It remains the most wide-ranging introduction to the subject. Clark uses a variety of documentary 
sources to illuminate the experience of women in the past. Clark's conclusions about the effects of 
industrial capitalism on women's working conditions and contribution to the economy were controversial 
in her own time and remain so today.

Working Life of Women in the Seventeenth Century



Working life of Women in the Seventeenth Century, originally published in 1919, was the first compre-
hensive analysis of the daily lives of ordinary women in early modern England. It remains the most 
wide ranging introduction to the subject. Clark uses a variety of documentary sources to illuminate the 
experience of women in the past. Gentlewomen left memoirs, letters, and household accounts detailing 
administration of their family estates; craftsmen's wives and widows figure in the apprenticeship and 
licensing records of guilds and towns; the wives of yeomen, husbandmen and labourers are glimpsed 
in court evidence, petitions and the registers of parish poor relief. Alice Clark's evidence dates from 
the later sixteenth to the early eighteenth century, and her analysis addresses a broad transition, from 
a medieval subsistence economy to the industrial capitalism of the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. Clark's conclusions about the effects of industrial capitalism on women's working conditions 
and contribution to the economy were controversial in her own time and remain so today. Her vivid 
portrayal of the everyday lives of working women - and all women who worked - in seventeenth-century 
England remains unsurpassed. This book was first published in 1919.

The Working Life of Women in the Seventeenth Century

Excerpt from Working Life of Women in the Seventeenth Century The investigation, whose conclusions 
are partly described in the following treatise, was undertaken with a view to discovering the actual 
circumstances of women's lives in the Seventeenth Century. It is perhaps impossible to divest historical 
enquiry from all personal bias, but in this case the bias has simply consisted in a conviction that the 
conditions under which the obscure mass of women live and fulfil their duties as human beings, have a 
vital influence upon the destinies of the human race, and that a little knowledge of what these conditions 
have actually been in the past will be of more value to the sociologist than many volumes of carefully 
elaborated theory based on abstract ideas. The theories with which I began this work of investigation 
as to the position occupied by women in a former social organisation have been abandoned, and have 
been replaced by others, which though still only held tentatively have at least the merit of resting solely 
on ascertained fact. If these theories should in turn have to be discarded when a deeper understanding 
of history becomes possible, yet the picture of human life presented in the following pages will not 
entirely lose its value. The picture cannot pretend to be complete. The Seventeenth Century provides 
such a wealth of historical material that only a small fraction could be examined, and though the 
selection has been as representative as possible, much that is of the greatest importance from the point 
of view from which the enquiry has been made, is not yet available. Many records of Gilds, Companies, 
Quarter Sessions and Boroughs which must be studied in extenso before a just idea can be formed of 
women's position, have up to the present been published only in an abbreviated form, if at all. Another 
difficulty has been the absence of knowledge regarding women's position in the years preceding the 
Seventeenth Century. This want has to some extent been supplied through the kindness of Miss Eileen 
Power, who has permitted me to use some of the material collected by her on this subject, but not 
yet published. The Seventeenth Century itself forms a sort of watershed between two very widely 
differing eras in the history of Englishwomen - the Elizabethan and the Eighteenth Century. About the 
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at 
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books 
uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst 
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as 
a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority 
of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state 
of such historical works.

Working Life of Women in the Seventeenth Century

Excerpt from Working Life of Women in the Seventeenth Century The investigation, whose conclusions 
are partly described in the following treatise, was undertaken with a view to discovering the actual 
circumstances of women's lives in the Seventeenth Century. It is perhaps impossible to divest historical 
enquiry from all personal bias, but in this case the bias has simply consisted in a conviction that the 
conditions under which the obscure mass of Women live and fulfil their duties as human beings, have a 
vital in�uence upon the destinies of the human race, and that a little knowledge of what these conditions 
have actually been in the past will be of more value to the sociologist than many volumes of carefully 
elaborated theory based on abstract ideas. The theories with which I began this work of investigation 
as to the position occupied by women in a former social organisation have been abandoned, and have 
been replaced by others, which though still only held tentatively have at least the merit of resting solely 
on ascertained fact. If these theories should in turn have to be dis carded when a deeper understanding 



of history becomes possible, yet the picture of human life presented in the following pages will not 
entirely lose its value. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare 
and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important 
historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, 
preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an 
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We 
do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are 
intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

Working Life of Women in the Seventeenth Century (Classic Reprint)

"The investigation, whose conclusions are partly described in the following treateise, was undertaken 
with a view to discovering the actual circumstances of women's lives in the Seventeenth Century. ... 
The Seventeenth Century itself forms a sort of watershed between two very widely differing eras in 
the history of Englishwomen -- Elizabethan and the Eighteenth Century. Thus characteristics of both 
can be studied in the women who move through its varied scenes, either in the pages of dramatists 
or as revealed by domestic papers or in more public records. Only one aspect of their lives has been 
described in the present volume, namely their place in the economic organisation of society. ... The 
productive activity which is here described was not the work of women who were separated from the 
conmpanionship of married life and the joys and responsibilites of motherhood. These aspects of their 
life have not been forgotten, and will, I hope, be dealt with in a later volume, along with the whole 
question of girls' education."--Publisher's description.

Working Life of Women in the Seventeenth Century

This book aims to trace the life of the seventeenth-century Frenchwoman from cradle to the grave 
through mainly contemporary primary sources which include just about everything from collections of 
laws to traveller's tales. Rather than reworking and refuting the twentieth-century experts in the field, 
the author works directly through from birth and childhood through matrimony, women at work, and in 
political life, manners and religion to conclusive death.

Women In 17th Century France

Working life of Women in the Seventeenth Century, originally published in 1919, was the first compre-
hensive analysis of the daily lives of ordinary women in early modern England. It remains the most 
wide ranging introduction to the subject. Clark uses a variety of documentary sources to illuminate the 
experience of women in the past. Gentlewomen left memoirs, letters, and household accounts detailing 
administration of their family estates; craftsmen's wives and widows figure in the apprenticeship and 
licensing records of guilds and towns; the wives of yeomen, husbandmen and labourers are glimpsed 
in court evidence, petitions and the registers of parish poor relief. Alice Clark's evidence dates from 
the later sixteenth to the early eighteenth century, and her analysis addresses a broad transition, from 
a medieval subsistence economy to the industrial capitalism of the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. Clark's conclusions about the effects of industrial capitalism on women's working conditions 
and contribution to the economy were controversial in her own time and remain so today. Her vivid 
portrayal of the everyday lives of working women - and all women who worked - in seventeenth-century 
England remains unsurpassed. This book was first published in 1919.

The Working Life of Women in the Seventeenth Century

In this vivid reconstruction of life in a seventeenth-century gentry household, the authors delve into the 
details of everyday life: how did a large, wealthy household in the English countryside acquire the goods 
and services it needed and wanted? Was household consumption an exclusively female sphere, or did 
men play an important role, too?

Consumption and Gender in the Early Seventeenth-Century Household

Reveals the stories of girls making their way as apprentices in 17th-century London, through argu-
ments, thefts, profits, and paperwork.

Ingenious Trade



This presents a unique collection of source materials om womens lives in 16th and 17th century 
England, introducing a wonderfully diverse group of women and a series of voices that have rarely 
been heard in history.

Women's Worlds in Seventeenth-Century England

Maria Sibylla Merian, a German painter and naturalist, produced an innovative work on tropical insects 
based on lore she gathered from the Carib, Arawak, and African women of Suriname.

Women on the Margins

This book examines the daily practices of men and women in the 17th through 19th centuries to 
budget succesfully and make ends meet. The author shows the many ways businesses worked, such 
as pawning, selling, and borrowing on a regular basis, as well as the strong role gender played in the 
division of responsibilities.

The Business of Everyday Life

This pioneering book explores for the first time how ordinary women of the early modern period in 
England understood and experienced their bodies. Using letters, popular literature, and detailed legal 
records from courts that were obsessively concerned with regulating morals, the book recaptures 
seventeenth-century popular understandings of sex and reproduction. This history of the female body 
is at once intimate and wide-ranging, with sometimes startling insights about the extent to which early 
modern women maintained, or forfeited, control over their own bodies. Laura Gowing explores the ways 
social and economic pressures of daily life shaped the lived experiences of bodies: the cost of having 
a child, the vulnerability of being a servant, the difficulty of prosecuting rape, the social ambiguities of 
widowhood. She explains how the female body was governed most of all by other women—wives and 
midwives. Gowing casts new light on beliefs and practices of the time concerning women’s bodies and 
provides an original perspective on the history of women and gender.

Common Bodies

First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Women Workers in the Industrial Revolution

During a period when writing was often the only form of self-expression for women, Her Own Life 
contains extracts from the autobiographical texts of twelve seventeenth-century women addressing a 
wide range of issues central to their lives.

Her Own Life

Space was not simply a passive backdrop to a social system that had structural origins elsewhere; it 
was vitally important for marking out and maintaining the hierarchy that sustained social and gender 
order in sixteenth- and seventeenth-century England. Gender had a considerable influence on its use 
and organization; status and gender were displayed physically and spatially every moment of the day, 
from a person's place at table to the bed on which he or she slept, in places of work and recreation, 
in dress, gesture and modes of address. Space was also the basis for the formation of gender 
identities which were constantly contested and restructured, as this book shows. Examining in turn 
domestic, social and sacred spaces and the spatial division of labour in gender construction, the author 
demonstrates how these could shift, and with them the position and power of women. She shows that 
the ideological assumption that all women are subject to all men is flawed, and exposes the limitations of 
interpretations which rely on the model and binary opposition of public/private, male/female, to describe 
gender relations and their changes across the period, thus offering a much more complex and picture 
than has hitherto been perceived. The book will be essential reading not just for historians of the family 
and of women, but for all those studying early modern social history. AMANDA FLATHER is a lecturer 
in the Department of History at the University of Essex.

Gender and Space in Early Modern England

Antonia Fraser's bestselling account of the lives of women in seventeenth-century England. Just how 
weak were the women of the Civil War era? What could they expect beyond marriage and childbirth in an 



age where infant and maternal mortality was frequent and contraception unknown? Did anyone marry 
for love? Could a woman divorce? What rights had the unmarried? What expectations the widows? An 
expert on the period, Antonia Fraser brings to life the many and various women she has encountered in 
her considerable research: governesses, milkmaids, fishwives, nuns, defenders of castles, courtesans, 
countesses, witches and widows.

The Weaker Vessel

Womens Worlds in England presents a unique collection of source materials on womens lives in 
sixteenth and seventeenth century England. The book introduces a wonderfully diverse group of 
women and a series of voices that have rarely been heard in history, Drawing on unpublished, archival 
materials, the book explores women's: * experiences of work, sex, marriage and motherhood * beliefs 
and spirituality * political activities * relationships * mental worlds. In a time when few women could 
write, this book reveals the multitude of ways in which their voices have left traces in the written record, 
and deepens our understanding of womens lives in the past.

Women's Worlds in Seventeenth-Century England

By taking account of the ways in which early modern women made use of formal and generic structures 
to constitute themselves in writing, the essays collected here interrogate the discursive contours of 
gendered identity in sixteenth- and seventeenth-century England. The contributors explore how generic 
choice, mixture, and revision influence narrative constructions of the female self in early modern 
England. Collectively they situate women's life writings within the broader textual culture of early 
modern England while maintaining a focus on the particular rhetorical devices and narrative structures 
that comprise individual texts. Reconsidering women's life writing in light of recent critical trends-most 
notably historical formalism-this volume produces both new readings of early modern texts (such as 
Margaret Cavendish's autobiography and the diary of Anne Clifford) and a new understanding of the 
complex relationships between literary forms and early modern women's 'selves'. This volume engages 
with new critical methods to make innovative connections between canonical and non-canonical writing; 
in so doing, it helps to shape the future of scholarship on early modern women.

Genre and Women's Life Writing in Early Modern England

Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, 
grade: 1,3, University of Leipzig (Institut für Anglistik), course: Culture and Literature of 17th century 
England , language: English, abstract: Contents Introduction 1 The 17th Century Britain 1.1 Political 
Background 1.2 Population and Religion 1.3 Literature and Theatre 2 Female Authorship 2.1 Situation 
of Women 2.2 Writing and Publishing as a Woman 3 Margaret Cavendish 3.1 Biography 3.2 Life and 
Work as a Writer 3.3 Cavendish’s Natural Philosophy 3.4 The Atomic Poems Summary Bibliography 
Introduction The present paper deals with the topic oft female authorship in the literary world of the 
seventeenth-century England and puts the emphasis on an exceptional and prolific female writer: 
Margaret Cavendish. This works is divided into three main parts. The first section serves as an 
introduction to the main topic and provides the reader with background information about the political, 
social, religious and literary situation during that time. It presents a review of the tumultuous succession 
of the English throne, the rising Puritan movement throughout the century and the development of 
English theatre after the era of the Elizabethan Stage at the end of the sixteenth century. The second 
part describes women’s role in the patriarchal society of the seventeenth century and the difficulties of 
their every-day life. It also points out the obstacles and difficulties women encountered when trying to 
enter the male-dominated literary world and names Aphra Behn and Katherine Philips as two women, 
who, nevertheless, established themselves as successful female writers. Finally, the third and last part 
of this paper is dedicated to the prolific writer Margaret Cavendish, Duchess of Newcastle. It contains 
an overview of her life and work and especially examines her as the first woman to publish her own 
natural philosophy, for which she was criticized by many of her contemporaries.

Female authorship in the 17th century England at the example of Margaret Cavendish

The Age of Genius explores the eventful intertwining of outward event and inner intellectual life to tell, in 
all its richness and depth, the story of the 17th century in Europe. It was a time of creativity unparalleled 
in history before or since, from science to the arts, from philosophy to politics. Acclaimed philosopher 
and historian A.C. Grayling points to three primary factors that led to the rise of vernacular (popular) 
languages in philosophy, theology, science, and literature; the rise of the individual as a general and not 



merely an aristocratic type; and the invention and application of instruments and measurement in the 
study of the natural world. Grayling vividly reconstructs this unprecedented era and breathes new life 
into the major figures of the seventeenth century intelligentsia who span literature, music, science, art, 
and philosophy--Shakespeare, Monteverdi, Galileo, Rembrandt, Locke, Newton, Descartes, Vermeer, 
Hobbes, Milton, and Cervantes, among many more. During this century, a fundamentally new way 
of perceiving the world emerged as reason rose to prominence over tradition, and the rights of the 
individual took center stage in philosophy and politics, a paradigmatic shift that would define Western 
thought for centuries to come.

The Age of Genius

Lady Alice Le Strange of Hunstanton in Norfolk kept a continuous series of household accounts from 
1610-1654. Jane Whittle and Elizabeth Griffiths have used the Le Stranges' rich archive to reconstruct 
the material aspects of family life. This involves looking not only at purchases, but also at home 
production and gifts; and not only at the luxurious, but at the everyday consumption of food and medical 
care. Consumption is viewed not just as a set of objects owned, but as a process involving household 
management, acquisition and appropriation, a process that created and reinforced social links with 
craftsmen, servants, labourers, and the local community. It is argued that the county gentry provide 
a missing link in histories of consumption: connecting the fashions of London and the royal court, 
with those of middling strata of rural England. Recent writing has focused upon the transformation of 
consumption patterns in the eighteenth century. Here the earlier context is illuminated and, instead 
of tradition and stability, we find constant change and innovation. Issues of gender permeate the 
study. Consumption is often viewed as a female activity and the book looks in detail at who managed 
the provisioning, purchases, and work within the household, how spending on sons and daughters 
differed, and whether men and women attached different cultural values to household goods. This 
single household's economy provides a window into some of most significant cultural and economic 
issues of early modern England: innovations in trade, retail and production, the basis of gentry power, 
social relations in the countryside, and the gendering of family life.

Consumption and Gender in the Early Seventeenth-Century Household

Through fifteen essays that work from a rich array of primary sources, this collection makes the novel 
claim that early modern European women, like men, had a youth. European culture recognised that, 
between childhood and full adulthood, early modern women experienced distinctive physiological, 
social, and psychological transformations. Drawing on two mutually shaped layers of inquiry -- cultural 
constructions of youth and lived experiences -- these essays exploit a wide variety of sources, including 
literary and autobiographical works, conduct literature, judicial and asylum records, drawings, and 
material culture. The geographical and temporal ranges traverse England, Ireland, Italy, France, the 
Netherlands, Switzerland, Spain, and Mexico from the sixteenth to the eighteenth century. This volume 
brings fresh attention to representations of female youth, their own life writings, young women's training 
for adulthood, courtship, and the emergent sexual lives of young unmarried women.

The Youth of Early Modern Women

During a period when writing was often the only form of self-expression for women, Her Own Life 
contains extracts from the autobiographical texts of twelve seventeenth-century women addressing a 
wide range of issues central to their lives.

The Weaker Vessel

Dowd investigates literature's engagement with the gendered conflicts of early modern England by 
examining the narratives that seventeenth-century dramatists created to describe the lives of working 
women.

Her Own Life

This text gives readers an overview of how feminist historians have been interpreting the history of 
the family, ever since Laurence Stone's seminal work : Family, sex, and marriage in England (1977). 
The text is divided into three parts on the following themes: bodies and reproduction; maternity from a 
feminist perspective; and family relationships.



Women's Work in Early Modern English Literature and Culture

When eight-year-old Lucrezia Orsina Vizzana (1590–1662) entered one of the preeminent convents 
in Bologna in 1598, she had no idea what cloistered life had in store for her. Thanks to clandestine 
instruction from a local maestro di cappella—and despite the church hierarchy’s vehement opposition 
to all convent music—Vizzana became the star of the convent, composing works so thoroughly modern 
and expressive that a recent critic described them as “historical treasures.” But at the very moment 
when Vizzana’s works appeared in 1623—she would be the only Bolognese nun ever to publish 
her music—extraordinary troubles beset her and her fellow nuns, as episcopal authorities arrived to 
investigate anonymous allegations of sisterly improprieties with male members of their order. Craig A. 
Monson retells the story of Vizzana and the nuns of Santa Cristina to elucidate the role that music 
played in the lives of these cloistered women. Gifted singers, instrumentalists, and composers, these 
nuns used music not only to forge links with the community beyond convent walls, but also to challenge 
and circumvent ecclesiastical authority. Monson explains how the sisters of Santa Cristina—refusing 
to accept what the church hierarchy called God’s will and what the nuns perceived as a besmirching 
of their honor—fought back with words and music, and when these proved futile, with bricks, roof tiles, 
and stones. These women defied one Bolognese archbishop after another, cardinals in Rome, and 
even the pope himself, until threats of excommunication and abandonment by their families brought 
them to their knees twenty-five years later. By then, Santa Cristina’s imaginative but frail composer 
literally had been driven mad by the conflict. Monson’s fascinating narrative relies heavily on the words 
of its various protagonists, on both sides of the cloister wall, who emerge vividly as imaginative, 
independent-minded, and not always sympathetic figures. In restoring the musically gifted Lucrezia 
Orsina Vizzana to history, Monson introduces readers to the full range of captivating characters who 
played their parts in seventeenth-century convent life.

Blood, Bodies and Families in Early Modern England

"This book is an exploration of six neglected and under-valued self-narratives composed in the period 
stretching from the reign of Henri IV through that of Louis XIV. Cholakian reads these self-narratives 
as gestures of political resistance to the marginalization of women during the ancient regime."--BOOK 
JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Divas in the Convent

Women's Life Writing and Early Modern Ireland provides an original perspective on both new and 
familiar texts in this first critical collection to focus on seventeenth-century women's life writing in a 
specifically Irish context. By shifting the focus away from England--even though many of these writers 
would have identified themselves as English--and making Ireland and Irishness the focus of their 
essays, the contributors resituate women's narratives in a powerful and revealing landscape. This 
volume addresses a range of genres, from letters to book marginalia, and a number of different women, 
from now-canonical life writers such as Mary Rich and Ann Fanshawe to far less familiar figures 
such as Eliza Blennerhassett and the correspondents and supplicants of William King, archbishop 
of Dublin. The writings of the Boyle sisters and the Duchess of Ormonde--women from the two most 
important families in seventeenth-century Ireland--also receive a thorough analysis. These innovative 
and nuanced scholarly considerations of the powerful influence of Ireland on these writers' construction 
of self, provide fresh, illuminating insights into both their writing and their broader cultural context.

Women and the Politics of Self-representation in Seventeenth-century France

A reappraisal of the business enterprises of women in the `long' eighteenth century, showing them to 
be more flourishing than previously thought.

Women's Life Writing and Early Modern Ireland

The first comprehensive history of seventeenth-century London, told through the lives of those who 
experienced it The Gunpowder Plot, the Civil Wars, Charles I’s execution, the Plague, the Great Fire, 
the Restoration, and then the Glorious Revolution: the seventeenth century was one of the most 
momentous times in the history of Britain, and Londoners took center stage. In this fascinating account, 
Margarette Lincoln charts the impact of national events on an ever-growing citizenry with its love of 
pageantry, spectacle, and enterprise. Lincoln looks at how religious, political, and financial tensions 
were fomented by commercial ambition, expansion, and hardship. In addition to events at court and 



parliament, she evokes the remarkable figures of the period, including Shakespeare, Bacon, Pepys, 
and Newton, and draws on diaries, letters, and wills to trace the untold stories of ordinary Londoners. 
Through their eyes, we see how the nation emerged from a turbulent century poised to become a great 
maritime power with London at its heart—the greatest city of its time.

Women in Business, 1700-1850

Focussing on Quaker pamphlet literature of the commonwealth and restoration period, Catie Gill seeks 
to explore and explain women’s presence as activists, writers, and subjects within the early Quaker 
movement. Women in the Seventeenth-Century Quaker Community draws on contemporary resources 
such as prophetic writing, prison narratives, petitions, and deathbed testimonies to produce an account 
of women’s involvement in the shaping of this religious movement. The book reveals that, far from being 
of marginal importance, women were able to exploit the terms in which Quaker identity was constructed 
to create roles for themselves, in public and in print, that emphasised their engagement with Friends’ 
religious and political agenda. Gill’s evidence suggests that women were able to mobilise contemporary 
notions of femininity when pursuing active roles as prophets, martyrs, mothers, and political activists. 
The book’s focus on collective, Quaker identities, which arises from its analysis of multiple-authored 
texts, is key to its claims that gender issues have to be considered when analysing the sect’s emergent 
system of values, and Gill assesses the representation of women in male-authored texts in addition 
to female writers’ attitudes to agency. A bibliography that, for the first time, lists men and women’s 
involvement as contributors as well as authors to Quaker pamphlets provides a valuable resource for 
scholars of seventeenth-century radicalism.

London and the Seventeenth Century

This biography of Candida Xu (1607–1680), granddaughter of the prominent Chinese Christian convert 
and statesman Xu Guangqi (1562–1633) and foremost Chinese Christian woman of the seventeenth 
century, is based on the biography of Candida Xu titled Histoire d’une dame chrétienne de la Chine 
(Paris, 1688) written by her confessor Philippe Couplet, S.J. (1623–1693), an obituary of his mother 
and other writings by her eldest son, and the Xu family history. Using these as well as other relevant 
European missionary and Chinese language sources, Candida Xu’s life as daughter, wife, mother, and 
generous contributor to the Christian Church is recounted. Events in her life are set in the context of 
historical and religious circumstances in China at the time. Consideration of the situation of women, 
particularly Christian women, draws out how Candida Xu’s faith helped her and other believing Christian 
women to gain greater freedom of choice and action.

Women in the Seventeenth-Century Quaker Community

A novel and female empowering interpretive approach to these artistic archetypes in her analysis of 
Imaging Women of Consequence in the Dutch Golden Age.

A Model for All Christian Women

Originally published in 1969. In the seventeenth century neither the literary genre nor the term 
‘autobiography’ existed but we see in seventeenth-century literature many kinds of autobiographical 
writings, to which their authors gave such titles as ‘Journal of the Life of Me, Confessions, etc. This 
work is a study of nearly two hundred of these, published and unpublished, which together represent 
a very varied group of writings. The book begins with an examination of the rise of autobiography as a 
genre during the Renaissance. It discusses seventeenth-century autobiographical writings under two 
main headings – ‘religious’, where the autobiographies are grouped according to the denomination of 
their writer, and ‘secular’, where a wide variety of writings is examined, including accounts of travel 
and of military and political life, as well as more personal accounts. Autobiographies by women are 
treated separately, and the author shows that they in general have a deeper revelation of sentiments 
and more subtle self-analyses than is found in comparable works by men. Sources and influences are 
recorded and also the essential historical details of each work. This book gives a critical analysis of 
the autobiographies as literary works and suggests relationships between them and the culture and 
society of their time. Review of the original publication: "...a contribution to cultural history which is of 
quite exceptional merit. Its subject is of great intrinsic interest and manifest importance and Professor 
Delany has treated it with exemplary thoroughness, lucidity, and intelligence." Lionel Trilling

Heroines, Harpies, and Housewives



History of women in western Europe during the years 1500 to 1800, discussing what females of various 
stations could expect at every stage of life from the time of their birth.

British Autobiography in the Seventeenth Century

A "geadl" or hagiography, originally written by Gealawdewos thirty years after the subject's death, in 
1672-1673. Translated from multiple manuscripts and versions.

The Prospect Before Her: 1500-1800

This book explores how women of the poorer and middling sorts in early modern England negotiated 
a patriarchal culture in which they were generally excluded, marginalized, or subordinated. It focuses 
on the networks of close friends ('gossips') which gave them a social identity beyond the narrowly 
domestic, providing both companionship and practical support in disputes with husbands and with 
neighbours of either sex. The book also examines the micropolitics of the household, with its internal 
alliances and feuds, and women's agency in neighbourhood politics, exercised by shaping local public 
opinion, exerting pressure on parish officials, and through the role of informal female juries. If women 
did not openly challenge male supremacy, they could often play a significant role in shaping their own 
lives and the life of the local community.

The Life and Struggles of Our Mother Walatta Petros

When Gossips Meet
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