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The Ethics of Ambiguity

From the groundbreaking author of The Second Sex comes a radical argument for ethical responsibility 
and freedom. In this classic introduction to existentialist thought, French philosopher Simone de 
Beauvoir's The Ethics of Ambiguity simultaneously pays homage to and grapples with her French 
contemporaries, philosophers Jean-Paul Sartre and Maurice Merleau-Ponty, by arguing that the 
freedoms in existentialism carry with them certain ethical responsibilities. De Beauvoir outlines a series 
of "ways of being" (the adventurer, the passionate person, the lover, the artist, and the intellectual), 
each of which overcomes the former's deficiencies, and therefore can live up to the responsibilities of 
freedom. Ultimately, de Beauvoir argues that in order to achieve true freedom, one must battle against 
the choices and activities of those who suppress it. The Ethics of Ambiguity is the book that launched 
Simone de Beauvoir's feminist and existential philosophy. It remains a concise yet thorough examination 
of existence and what it means to be human.

Living Existentialism

Writing in the late 1990s about the tendency of encyclopedists to designate existentialism a finished 
project, Thomas W. Busch cautions that such hasty periodization risks distorting our understanding 
of the contemporary philosophical scene and of depriving ourselves of vital resources for critiquing 
contemporary forms of oppression, what Garbriel Marcel referred to as processes of dehumanization. 
We should recall that "existentialism made possible present forms of Continental philosophy, all of 
which assume the existentialist critique of dualism, essentialism, and totality in modern philosophy," 
and we should acknowledge that "existentialism remains capable of haunting today's scene as an 
important and relevant critic." Offered in honor of Thomas W. Busch after his more than fifty years of 
work in philosophy, the essays in this volume attest to existentialism as a living project. The essays are 
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written by scholars who championed existentialism in America and by scholars who now seek to extend 
existentialist insights into new territory, including into research in cognitive science. The essays range 
from studies of key figures and texts to explorations of urgent topics such as the nature of freedom and 
the possibility of what Busch calls "incorporation," a sense of communicative solidarity that respects 
difference and disagreement.

The Bonds of Freedom

Simone de Beauvoir published a number of philosophical essays and novels before writing The Second 
Sex. The most important of these was The Ethics of Ambiguity, in which she argues that one's freedom 
is always intertwined with that of others. The Bonds of Freedom examines de Beauvoir's ideas on 
ethics, demonstrating her importance in contemporary philosophy.

Non-Being

Nonexistence is ubiquitous, yet mysterious. This volume explores some of the most puzzling questions 
about non-being and nonexistence, and offers answers from diverse philosophical perspectives. The 
contributors draw on analytic, continental, Buddhist, and Jewish philosophical traditions, and the topics 
range from metaphysics to ethics, from philosophy of science to philosophy of language, and beyond.

Rethinking Existentialism

In Rethinking Existentialism, Jonathan Webber articulates an original interpretation of existentialism as 
the ethical theory that human freedom is the foundation of all other values. Offering an original analysis 
of classic literary and philosophical works published by Jean-Paul Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, and 
Frantz Fanon up until 1952, Webber's conception of existentialism is developed in critical contrast with 
central works by Albert Camus, Sigmund Freud, and Maurice Merleau-Ponty. Presenting his arguments 
in an accessible and engaging style, Webber contends that Beauvoir and Sartre initially disagreed over 
the structure of human freedom in 1943 but Sartre ultimately came to accept Beauvoir's view over 
the next decade. He develops the viewpoint that Beauvoir provides a more significant argument for 
authenticity than either Sartre or Fanon. He articulates in detail the existentialist theories of individual 
character and the social identities of gender and race, key concerns in current discourse. Webber 
concludes by sketching out the broader implications of his interpretation of existentialism for philosophy, 
psychology, and psychotherapy.

Time and Ethics

There is a pressing need for an investigation into how time and ethics impact on each other. This book 
leads the way in addressing that need. The essays in this collection raise and investigate some of the 
key issues that arise at the intersection between these two areas of philosophy. It is for undergraduates, 
postgraduates and professional philosophers.

Understanding Existentialism

Understanding Existentialism provides an accessible introduction to existentialism by examining the 
major themes in the work of Heidegger, Sartre, Merleau-Ponty and de Beauvoir. Paying particular 
attention to the key texts, Being and Time, Being and Nothingness, Phenomenology of Perception, The 
Ethics of Ambiguity and The Second Sex, the book explores the shared concerns and the disagree-
ments between these major thinkers. The fundamental existential themes examined include: freedom; 
death, finitude and mortality; phenomenological experiences and 'moods', such as anguish, angst, 
nausea, boredom, and fear; an emphasis upon authenticity and responsibility as well as the denigration 
of their opposites (inauthenticity and Bad Faith); a pessimism concerning the tendency of individuals to 
become lost in the crowd and even a pessimism about human relations more generally; and a rejection 
of any external determination of morality or value. Finally, the book assesses the influence of these 
philosophers on poststructuralism, arguing that existentialism remains an extraordinarily productive 
school of thought.

The Development and Meaning of Twentieth-century Existentialism

This collection of essays and reviews represents the most significant and comprehensive writing on 
Shakespeare's A Comedy of Errors. Miola's edited work also features a comprehensive critical history, 
coupled with a full bibliography and photographs of major productions of the play from around the 



world. In the collection, there are five previously unpublished essays. The topics covered in these new 
essays are women in the play, the play's debt to contemporary theater, its critical and performance 
histories in Germany and Japan, the metrical variety of the play, and the distinctly modern perspective 
on the play as containing dark and disturbing elements. To compliment these new essays, the collection 
features significant scholarship and commentary on The Comedy of Errors that is published in obscure 
and difficulty accessible journals, newspapers, and other sources. This collection brings together these 
essays for the first time.

Being and Nothingness;

PHILOSOPHY/EASTERN RELIGIONS

Encounter with Nothingness

This book, first published in 1951, discusses the fundamental concepts which have crystallized around 
the fatal ‘crisis’. It proceeds by critically examining the theories which, from Kierkegaard to Heidegger, 
Sartre and their associates, have placed Existentialism in the focus of philosophical thought.

Existentialism: All That Matters

WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO DO TO BE AN INDIVIDUAL? That is the question at the heart of existentialism 
and it informs this book's exploration of the existentialist tradition in 19th and 20th century philosophy. 
Existentialism: All That Matters considers each of the key figures - Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Heidegger, 
Sartre, Camus and de Beauvoir - who all offer related, though distinct, conceptions of the task of 
becoming an individual. David Cerbone's book gives a fascinating introduction to existentialism and 
what matters most about it. ABOUT THE SERIES All That Matters books are written by the world's 
leading experts to introduce the most exciting and relevant topics in an accessible, readable way. 
From Bioethics to Future Cities and Philosophy to Terrorism, the All That Matters series covers 
controversial and engaging subjects from science, philosophy, history, religion and politics. The authors 
are world-class academics or leading public intellectuals, on a mission to bring the most interesting and 
challenging areas of their subject to new readers.

The Existentialists

This volume brings together for the first time some of the most helpful and insightful essays on the four 
most influential and discussed philosophers in the history of existentialism: Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, 
Heidegger, and Sartre. The contributors write on such topics as Kierkegaard's knight of faith and his 
diagnosis of the 'present age;' Nietzsche's view of morality and self-creation; Heidegger's accounts of 
worldhood and authenticity; and Sartre's ontology, ethics, and conception of the cogito. The essays 
have been selected for their higher level of scholarship and for their ability to illuminate various aspects 
of their subject's work. The volume is enhanced by the editor's introduction and extensive bibliography 
to aid further study.

Being and Nothingness

"First published in French in 1943 Jean-Paul Sartre's L'Être et le Néant is one of the greatest philosoph-
ical works of the twentieth century. In it, Sartre offers nothing less than a brilliant and radical account 
of the human condition. The English philosopher and novelist Iris Murdoch wrote to a friend of "the 
excitement - I remember nothing like it since the days of discovering Keats and Shelley and Coleridge". 
What gives our lives significance, Sartre argues in Being and Nothingness, is not pre-established for 
us by God or nature but is something for which we ourselves are responsible. Combining this with 
the unsettling view that human existence is characterized by radical freedom and the inescapability of 
choice, Sartre introduces us to a cast of ideas and characters that are part of philosophical legend: 
anguish; the 'bad faith' of the memorable waiter in the café; sexual desire; and the 'look' of the other, 
brought to life by Sartre's famous description of someone looking through a keyhole. Above all, by 
arguing that we alone create our values and that human relationships are characterized by hopeless 
conflict, Sartre paints a stark and controversial picture of our moral universe and one that resonates 
strongly today. This new translation includes a helpful Translator's Introduction, notes on the translation, 
a comprehensive index and a foreword by Richard Moran."--Book jacket.

Existentialist Background



This collection of essays and reviews represents the most significant and comprehensive writing on 
Shakespeare's A Comedy of Errors. Miola's edited work also features a comprehensive critical history, 
coupled with a full bibliography and photographs of major productions of the play from around the 
world. In the collection, there are five previously unpublished essays. The topics covered in these new 
essays are women in the play, the play's debt to contemporary theater, its critical and performance 
histories in Germany and Japan, the metrical variety of the play, and the distinctly modern perspective 
on the play as containing dark and disturbing elements. To compliment these new essays, the collection 
features significant scholarship and commentary on The Comedy of Errors that is published in obscure 
and difficulty accessible journals, newspapers, and other sources. This collection brings together these 
essays for the first time.

Existentialist Thinkers and Thought

This book examines Husserl’s approach to the question concerning meaning in life and demonstrates 
that his philosophy includes a phenomenology of existence. Given his critique of the fashionable 
“philosophy of existence” of the late 1920s and early 1930s, one might think that Husserl posited an 
opposition between transcendental phenomenology and existential philosophy, as well as that in this 
respect he differed from existential phenomenologists after him. But texts composed between 1908 and 
1937 and recently published in Husserliana XLII, Grenzprobleme der Phänomenologie (2014), show 
that the existential Husserl was not opposed but open to the phenomenological investigation of several 
basic topics of a philosophy of existence. A collection of contributions from a team of internationally 
recognized scholars drawing on these and other sources, the present volume offers insights into the 
relationship between phenomenology and philosophy of existence. It does so by (1) delineating the ba-
sic outlines of Husserl’s phenomenology of existence, (2) reinterpreting the tension between Husserl’s 
transcendental phenomenology and Jaspers’s and Heidegger’s philosophy of existence as well as 
Kierkegaard’s and Sartre’s existentialism, and (3) investigating the existential aspects of Husserl’s phe-
nomenological ethics. Thus focusing on neglected aspects of Husserl’s thought, the volume shows that 
there is a consensus between classical phenomenology and existential phenomenology on the urgency 
of addressing the existential questions that in The Crisis of the European Sciences and Transcendental 
Phenomenology (1936) Husserl calls “the questions concerning the meaning or meaninglessness of 
this entire human existence”. The Existential Husserl represents a major contribution to the clarification 
of the historical and philosophical developments from transcendental phenomenology to existential 
phenomenology. The book should appeal to a wide audience of many readers at all levels looking for 
phenomenological answers to existential questions.

The Existential Husserl

The Bloomsbury Companion to Existentialism is the definitive guide to this key area of modern 
European philosophy. Now available in paperback, the book covers the fundamental questions asked 
by existentialism, providing valuable guidance for students and researchers to some of the many 
important and enduring contributions of existentialist thinkers. Chapters from an international team of 
experts explore existentialism's relationship to philosophical method; ontology; politics; psychoanalysis; 
ethics; religion; literature; emotion; feminism and sexuality; emotions; authenticity and the self; its 
significance in Latin American culture; and its contribution to the development of post-structuralism 
and cognitive science. In addition, five short chapters summarize the status of canonical figures 
Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Sartre and de Beauvoir, delineating the historical approach to 
their work, while pointing to new directions contemporary research is now taking. Featuring a series of 
indispensable research tools such as an A to Z glossary, a timeline of key events, texts and thinkers 
in existentialism, a list of resources, and an annotated guide to further reading, this Companion is an 
essential resource to help the new reader navigate through the heart of Existentialism and modern 
European philosophy.

The Bloomsbury Companion to Existentialism

Ethics, Value, and Reality is a collection of essays written after Kolnai settled in England in 1955. These 
essays from Kolnai's mature years sit atop a remarkable gestation of moral and political thinking. At the 
heart of his thought is the special role of privilege in a good social order. Kolnai relies heavily on the 
work of late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century value theorists such as Alexius Meinong, Nicolai 
Hartmann, and Max Scheler. He blends this continental tradition of ethics with British intuitionism and 
Scottish Enlightenment articulations. For Kolnai, ethical life cannot be adequately understood except 



by reference to moral emphasis, and thus, Kolnai can be thought of as a liberal conservative. He 
acknowledges myriad values, moral and non-moral, and accepts that all can have some claim upon 
us. Low values as much as high values have a legitimate claim. His is a tolerant conservatism though 
not for a moment does he forgo the necessity of judgment: a readily graspable hierarchy keeps the 
respective demands of values in proportion. Kolnai welcomes the call to seriousness, which is the 
hallmark of existentialism. The ground of Kolnai's thought is the idea of emotion as cognitive. He saw 
the typical analytical philosopher's fascination with simplicity of explanation not only thoroughly refuted 
by the gains in understanding wrought by phenomenological method, with its deference to the richness 
of phenomena, but sensed in the monistic inclination he dreaded a harbinger of totalitarianism. Never 
denying his emotionalism, he nonetheless made his points well enough by adopting an analytical 
approach to philosophy and ethics. This is a major work crossing moral and political philosophy.

Ethics, Value, and Reality

This collection offers a synoptic view of current philosophical debates concerning the relationship 
between facts and values, bringing together a wide spectrum of contributors committed to testing the 
validity of this dichotomy, exploring alternatives, and assessing their implications. The assumption that 
facts and values inhabit distinct, unbridgeable conceptual and experiential domains has long dominated 
scientific and philosophical discourse, but this separation has been seriously called into question from 
a number of corners. The original essays here collected offer a diversity of responses to fact-value 
dichotomy, including contributions from Hilary Putnam and Ruth Anna Putnam who are rightly credited 
with revitalizing philosophical interest in this alleged opposition. Both they, and many of our contributors, 
are in agreement that the relationship between epistemic developments and evaluative attitudes cannot 
be framed as a conflict between descriptive and normative understanding. Each chapter demonstrates 
how and why contrapositions between science and ethics, between facts and values, and between 
objective and subjective are false dichotomies. Values cannot simply be separated from reason. Facts 
and Values will therefore prove essential reading for analytic and continental philosophers alike, for 
theorists of ethics and meta-ethics, and for philosophers of economics and law.

Facts and Values

How did Nietzsche and Sartre come to represent alternative modes of philosophy as antithetical 
thinkers? What exactly is their philosophical connection and how far does it extend? Tracing the 
connections between the existentialist philosophies of Nietzsche and Sartre, Nik Farrell Fox provides 
new readings attuned to questions of the self, politics and ethics. From their earliest to final writings, 
Fox brings into critical view the full trajectory of their lives and philosophy to reveal the underexplored 
parallels that connect them. Through engaging with new Nietzsche and Sartre studies as authoritative 
strands of interpretation, this book identifies both philosophers as twin thinkers of a deconstructive 
and paradoxical logic. Fox further re-examines their work in light of contemporary debates concerning 
posthumanism, vibrant materialism, quantum theory and speculative realism. The Parallel Philosophies 
of Sartre and Nietzsche presents two iconic existentialists as thoroughly contemporary thinkers whose 
complex, rich, and sometimes-ambiguous philosophy, can illuminate our present posthuman reality.

The Parallel Philosophies of Sartre and Nietzsche

Most people (including moral philosophers), when faced with the fact that some of their cherished moral 
views lead up to the Repugnant Conclusion, feel that they have to revise their moral outlook. However, 
it is a moot question as to how this should be done. It is not an easy thing to say how one should avoid 
the Repugnant Conclusion, without having to face even more serious implications from one's basic 
moral outlook. Several such attempts are presented in this volume. This is the first volume devoted 
entirely to the cardinal problem of modern population ethics, known as 'The Repugnant Conclusion'. 
This book is a must for (moral) philosophers with an interest in population ethics.

Being and Nothingness

Ethics and Danger examines Heidegger’s association with German National Socialism and attempts to 
understand both the question of politics in Heidegger’s thought and the thought that gives rise to that 
question. It explores the contribution of Heidegger’s work to issues of ethics, technology, and social 
theory, as well as his relationship to other thinkers such as Parmenides, Aristotle, Hegel, Husserl, 
Benjamin, Levinas, Rorty, Foucault, and Derrida. Finally, it addresses the more general question 
of the future of ethical thought within continental philosophy. In order to engage the ethical issues 



surrounding Heidegger’s life and thought, the authors speak of dangers such as facism and the facile, 
self-congratulatory moral stance that Heidegger exemplifies. The question of how to speak in the wake 
of Heidegger’s thought takes many forms, and the answers represent a diversity of viewpoints from 
both American and continental thinkers.

The Repugnant Conclusion

In bringing the concepts and methods of philosophy to bear on specific, pressing, practical concerns, 
applied philosophy is the modern expression of a perennial concern: to understand, in part to control, 
and to come to terms with the conditions in which human life is to be lived. Originally published in 
1991 and written by distinguished philosophers and academics from Europe, the USA and Australia, 
the essays collected in this volume examine subjects of continued concern and debate, such as 
the environment, personal relationships, terrorism and medicine. The contributions were originally 
published in the Journal of Applied Philosophy.

Ethics and Danger

The idea of 'hope' has received significant attention in the political sphere recently. But is hope just 
wishful thinking, or can it be something more than a political catch-phrase? This book argues that hope 
can be understood existentially, or on the basis of what it means to be human. Under this conception 
of hope, given to us by Gabriel Marcel, hope is not optimism, but the creation of ways for us to flourish. 
War, poverty and an absolute reliance on technology are real-life evils that can suffocate hope. Marcel's 
thought provides a way to overcome these negative experiences. An ethics of hope can function as an 
alternative to isolation, dread, and anguish offered by most existentialists. This book presents Marcel's 
existentialism as a convincing, relevant moral theory; founded on the creation of hope, interwoven with 
the individual's response to the death of God. Jill Hernandez argues that today's reader of Marcel can 
resonate with his belief that the experience of pain can be transcended through a philosophy of hope 
and an escape from materialism.

Applied Philosophy

Specter of Relativism addresses the timely topic of relativism from the perspective of Gadamer's 
hermeneutics. This collection of essays explores several of the key issues in contemporary philos-
ophy--the nature of truth, the model of conversation, and the possibility of an ethics in postmodern 
conditions--in the context of the work of Gadamer. Although centered on Gadamer and including 
the first English translation of one of his essays, the volume does not narrowly define or defend the 
approach of philosophical hermeneutics; the contributors present a broad range of views, in some 
cases championing a Gadamerian perspective, in others challenging it.

Gabriel Marcel's Ethics of Hope

In this enduring text, renowned philosopher Robert C. Solomon provides students with a detailed 
introduction to modern existentialism. He reveals how this philosophy not only connects with, but 
derives from, the thought of traditional philosophers through the works of Nietzsche, Kierkegaard, 
Husserl, Heidegger, Sartre, and Merleau-Ponty. Thus, existentialism emerges from the school of 
rational thought as a logical evolution of respected philosophy.

The Specter of Relativism

Existentialist Ontology and Human Consciousness The majority of the distinguished scholarly articles 
in this volume focus on Sartre's early philosophical work, which dealt first with imagination and the 
emotions, then with the critique of Husserl's notion of a transcendental ego, and finally with systematic 
ontology presented in his best-known book, Being and Nothingness. In addition, since his preoccu-
pation with ontological questions and especially with the meanings of ego, self, and consciousness 
endured throughout his career, other essays discuss these themes in light of later developments both 
in Sartre's own thought and in the phenomenological, hermeneutic, and analytic traditions.

From Rationalism to Existentialism

Existentialism is a concern about the foundation of meaning, morals, and purpose. Existentialisms 
arise when some foundation for these elements of being is under assault. In the past, first-wave 
existentialism concerned the increasingly apparent inability of religion and religious tradition to provide 



such a foundation, as typified in the writings of Kierkegaard, Dostoevsky, and Nietzsche. Second-wave 
existentialism, personified philosophically by Sartre, Camus, and de Beauvoir, developed in response 
to the inability of an overly optimistic Enlightenment vision of reason and the common good to provide 
such a foundation. There is a third-wave existentialism, a new existentialism, developing in response 
to advances in the neurosciences that threaten the last vestiges of an immaterial soul or self. With the 
increasing explanatory and therapeutic power of neuroscience, the mind no longer stands apart from 
the world to serve as a foundation of meaning. This produces foundational anxiety. This collection of 
new essays explores the anxiety caused by this third-wave existentialism and some responses to it. 
It brings together some of the world's leading philosophers, neuroscientists, cognitive scientists, and 
legal scholars to tackle our neuroexistentialist predicament and explore what the mind sciences can 
tell us about morality, love, emotion, autonomy, consciousness, selfhood, free will, moral responsibility, 
law, the nature of criminal punishment, meaning in life, and purpose.

Existentialist Ontology and Human Consciousness

Indispensable guide, requiring no previous training in philosophy, stresses work of Heidegger and 
Sartre in an objective examination of the existentialist position. "It genuinely does what its title implies." 
� Philosophical Books.

Neuroexistentialism

A collection of the author's articles on key issues in the writings of major European philosophers and 
thinkers, including Hegel, Nietzsche, Kierkegaard, Sartre, and Camus.

An Introduction to Existentialism

Twentieth-century existential thinkers, critical of traditional, overly rationalistic approaches to ethics, 
sought to provide a better account of what it means to be human in the world. They articulated 
ethical views that respected the individual yet were fundamentally concerned with the Other and 
the ethical value of an authentic life. Their philosophy has often been dismissed as unsuccessful. 
Through examination of the thought of eight key figures in existentialism - Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, 
Heidegger, Arendt, Camus, Sartre, Beauvoir, and Merleau-Ponty - this collection demonstrates that 
such dismissals are unfounded. Contributors tackle the difficulties raised by an existentialist ethics and 
show how each thinker successfully elaborated an ethics that provides a viable alternative to traditional 
ethical views.

From Hegel to Existentialism

Jean-Paul Sartre was one of the most influential philosophers of the twentieth century. The fourteen 
original essays in this volume focus on the phenomenological and existentialist writings of the first major 
phase of his published career, arguing with scholarly precision for their continuing importance to philo-
sophical debate. Aspects of Sartre’s philosophy under discussion in this volume include: consciousness 
and self-consciousness imagination and aesthetic experience emotions and other feelings embodiment 
selfhood and the Other freedom, bad faith, and authenticity literary fiction as philosophical writing 
Reading Sartre: on Phenomenology and Existentialism is an indispensable resource for understanding 
the nature and importance of Sartre’s philosophy. It is essential reading for students of phenomenology, 
existentialism, ethics, or aesthetics, and for anyone interested in the roots of contemporary thought in 
twentieth century philosophy.

Existentialist Thinkers and Ethics

This anthology provides a history of the systemization and canonization of existentialism, a quintessen-
tially antisystemic mode of thought. Situating existentialism within the history of ideas, it features new 
readings on the most influential works in the existential canon, exploring their formative contexts and 
the cultural dialogues of which they were a part. Emphasizing the multidisciplinary and global nature 
of existential arguments, the chosen texts relate to philosophy, religion, literature, theater, and culture 
and reflect European, Russian, Latin American, African, and American strains of thought. Readings are 
grouped into three thematic categories: national contexts, existentialism and religion, and transcultural 
migrations that explore the reception of existentialism. The volume explains how literary giants such 
as Dostoevsky and Tolstoy were incorporated into the existentialist fold and how inclusion into the 
canon recast the work of Kierkegaard and Nietzsche, and it describes the roles played by Jaspers 



and Heidegger in Germany and the Paris School of existentialism in France. Essays address not only 
frequently assigned works but also underappreciated discoveries, underscoring their vital relevance to 
contemporary critical debate. Designed to speak to a new generation's concerns, the collection deploys 
a diverse range of voices to interrogate the fundamental questions of the human condition.

Reading Sartre

These original essays, intended for laymen rather than professional philosophers, deal with aspects of 
contemporary Existentialism from the viewpoint of traditional (Aristotelian-Thomistic) philosophy. They 
examine the philosophies of Sartre, Marcel, Heidegger, and Husserl, and discuss the challenge that 
modern Existentialism poses for traditional philosophy.

Situating Existentialism

The subject of personal identity is one of the most central and most contested and exciting in philosophy. 
Ever since Locke, psychological and bodily criteria have vied with one another in conflicting accounts of 
personal identity. Carol Rovane argues that, as things stand, the debate is unresolvable since both sides 
hold coherent positions that our common sense, she maintains, is conflicted; so any resolution to the 
debate is bound to be revisionary. She boldly offers such a revisionary theory of personal identity by first 
inquiring into the nature of persons. Rovane begins with a premise about the distinctive ethical nature of 
persons to which all substantive ethical doctrines, ranging from Kantian to egoist, can subscribe. From 
this starting point, she derives two startling metaphysical possibilities: there could be group persons 
composed of many human beings and muliple persons within a single human being. Her conclusions 
supports Locke's distinction between persons and human beings, but on altogether new grounds. 
These grounds lie in her radically normative analysis of the condition of personal identity, as the 
condition in which a certain normative commitment arises, namely, the commitment to achieve overall 
rational unity within a rational point of view. It is by virtue of this normative commitment that individual 
agents can engage one another specifically as persons, and possess the distinctive ethical status 
of persons. Carol Rovan is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Yale University. Originally published 
in 1997. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make 
available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. 
These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable 
paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access 
to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press 
since its founding in 1905.

Existentialism and Thomism

Jean-Paul Sartre was one of the most distinctive and vociferous social critics of the twentieth century. As 
editor of the French post-war journal Les Temps Modernes, Sartre was able to complement his literary 
and philosophical views with essays devoted to practical ethical and political issues. The post-war 
era was one of the most fruitful, exciting and daring periods for Sartre's thinking. His published and 
unpublished works disclose a striking feature of Sartrean existentialism. The commonly-held view 
is that existentialism champions radical individualism and disparages community, social roles and 
civic participation. This book challenges this received wisdom, showing that Sartrean existentialism 
is in fact a deeply social philosophy. T. Storm Heter demonstrates the vitality of Sartre's landmark 
essays 'What is Literature?' and 'Anti-Semite and Jew', and reveals the importance of the 'Notebooks 
for an Ethics', a rich and often ignored manuscript containing Sartre's most extensive discussion of 
ethical and political concepts. Drawing on these sources, Heter argues that Sartrean authenticity is an 
ethically and politically important virtue. Contrary to popular belief, the virtue of authenticity is not a 
mere codeword for sincerity and personal acceptance. Authenticity requires interpersonal recognition 
and group participation. We cannot be authentic in a vacuum, for the very dynamic of authenticity 
requires that others recognize our authentic identities. This book not only defends Sartrean ethics 
against charges of formalism, emptiness and extreme subjectivism, but also shows that authenticity is 
an important civic virtue, relevant to the social and political institutions of the modern world.

The Bounds of Agency

A collection of thirteen seminal essays on ethics, free will, and the philosophy of mind, first published 
in 1988.



Sartre's Ethics of Engagement

Philosophy in a Meaningless Life provides an account of the nature of philosophy which is rooted in 
the question of the meaning of life. It makes a powerful and vivid case for believing that this question is 
neither obscure nor obsolete, but reflects a quintessentially human concern to which other traditional 
philosophical problems can be readily related; allowing them to be reconnected with natural interest, 
and providing a diagnosis of the typical lines of opposition across philosophy's debates. James Tartaglia 
looks at the various ways philosophers have tried to avoid the conclusion that life is meaningless, 
and in the process have distanced philosophy from the concept of transcendence. Rejecting all of 
this, Tartaglia embraces nihilism ('we are here with nothing to do'), and uses transcendence both to 
provide a new solution to the problem of consciousness, and to explain away perplexities about time 
and universals. He concludes that with more self-awareness, philosophy can attain higher status within 
a culture increasingly in need of it.

Kierkegaard's Existential Ethics

The Importance of What We Care About
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