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The Thirty Years War Europes Tragedy
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The Thirty Years' War, a devastating conflict in 17th-century Europe, plunged the continent into chaos
and reshaped its political landscape. Driven by religious tensions, dynastic ambitions, and power
struggles, the war involved major European powers and resulted in widespread destruction, famine,
and disease. Its legacy is deeply etched in European history, highlighting the tragic consequences
of prolonged conflict and ultimately leading to the redrawing of borders and the establishment of new
international norms through the Peace of Westphalia.
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The Thirty Years War

Argues that religion was not the catalyst to the Thirty Years War, but one element in a mix of political,
social, and dynastic forces that fed the conflict that ultimately transformed the map of the modern world.

Europe's Tragedy

A deadly continental struggle, the Thirty Years War devastated seventeenth-century Europe, killing
nearly a quarter of all Germans and laying waste to towns and countryside alike. In a major reassess-
ment, Wilson argues that religion was not the catalyst, but one element in a lethal stew of political,
social, and dynastic forces that fed the conflict--a conflict that ultimately transformed the map of the
modern world.

Heart of Europe

An Economist and Sunday Times Best Book of the Year “Deserves to be hailed as a magnum opus.”
—Tom Holland, The Telegraph “Ambitious...seeks to rehabilitate the Holy Roman Empire’s reputation
by re-examining its place within the larger sweep of European history...Succeeds splendidly in rescuing
the empire from its critics.” —Wall Street Journal Massive, ancient, and powerful, the Holy Roman
Empire formed the heart of Europe from its founding by Charlemagne to its destruction by Napoleon
a millennium later. An engine for inventions and ideas, with no fixed capital and no common language
or culture, it derived its legitimacy from the ideal of a unified Christian civilization—though this did not
prevent emperors from clashing with the pope for supremacy. In this strikingly ambitious book, Peter H.
Wilson explains how the Holy Roman Empire worked, why it was so important, and how it changed over
the course of its existence. The result is a tour de force that raises countless questions about the nature
of political and military power and the legacy of its offspring, from Nazi Germany to the European Union.
“Engrossing...Wilson is to be congratulated on writing the only English-language work that deals with
the empire from start to finish...A book that is relevant to our own times.” —Brendan Simms, The Times
“The culmination of a lifetime of research and thought...an astonishing scholarly achievement.” —The
Spectator “Remarkable...Wilson has set himself a staggering task, but it is one at which he succeeds
heroically” —Times Literary Supplement
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The Thirty Years War

Most of the material appears in English for the first time, including a variety of previously unpublished
archival sources, all reproduced in their full original length.

The Thirty Years War

Europe in 1618 was riven between Protestants and Catholics, Bourbon and Hapsburg--as well as
empires, kingdoms, and countless principalities. After angry Protestants tossed three representatives
of the Holy Roman Empire out the window of the royal castle in Prague, world war spread from Bohemia
with relentless abandon, drawing powers from Spain to Sweden into a nightmarish world of famine,
disease, and seemingly unstoppable destruction.

The Thirty Years War

An edited and annotated collection of translated documents on the Thirty Years War, providing students
with accessible source material on this destructive conflict. Covering all aspects of the war from a variety
of contemporary perspectives, it brings together an exciting range of material from treaties to literature
to eyewitness accounts.

The History of the Thirty Years' War in Germany

The first truly global history of the Napoleonic Wars, arguably the first world war.

The Napoleonic Wars

'‘War," wrote Cardinal Richelieu, 'is one of the scourges with which it has pleased God to afflict men'. Yet
the prelate's mournful observation scarcely begins to encapsulate the full complexity and unspeakable
horror of the greatest man-made calamity to befall Europe before the twentieth century. Claiming far
more lives proportionately than either the First or Second World Wars, it was a contest involving all the
major powers of Europe, in which vast mercenary armies extracted an incalculable toll upon helpless
civilian populations as their commanders and the men who equipped them frequently grew rich on the
profits. Swedish troops alone are said to have destroyed some 2,000 German castles, 18,000 villages
and 1,500 towns, while other vast armies in the pay of Spain, France, the Holy Roman Emperor and a
host of pettier princelings brought death to as many as 8 million souls. Rarely has such a perplexing tale
been more in need of a new account that is both compelling and informed, and no less comprehensible
than comprehensive.

Europe in Flames

More than three and a half centuries have passed since the Peace of Westphalia ended the Thirty
Years' War (1618-48); but this most devastating of wars in the early modern period continues to capture
the imagination of readers: this book reveals why. It was one of the first wars where contemporaries
stressed the importance of atrocities, the horrors of the fighting and also the sufferings of the civilian
population. The Thirty Years' War remains a conflict of key importance in the history of the development
of warfare and the 'military revolution'.

The Thirty Years' War 1618-1648

The story of Lutzen, one of the most famous battles of the cataclysmic Thirty Years' War - how it was
fought, how it has been remembered, and what it has come to mean.

Lutzen

Civilians and War in Europe 1618-1815 is a comprehensive, interdisciplinary look at the role of civilians
in early modern warfare, from the Thirty Years War to the end of the Napoleonic Wars. Drawing on
works by scholars in art, literature, history, and political theory, the contributors to this volume explore
the continuities and transformations in warfare over the course of two hundred years, examining
topics central to civilian and war dynamics, including incarceration, cultures of plunder, billeting,

and wartime atrocities, in addition to the larger legal practices and philosophical underpinnings of
warfare and its aftermath. Showcasing the complex ways civilians were involved in war—not just as
anguished sufferers, but as individuals who fought back, who profited, and who negotiated for their own



needs—Civilians and War in Europe probes what it meant to be a civilian in countries deeply involved
in conflict.

Civilians and War in Europe, 1618-1815

This Companion contains 31 essays by leading international scholars to provide an overview of the
key debates on eighteenth-century Europe. Examines the social, intellectual, economic, cultural, and
political changes that took place throughout eighteenth-century Europe Focuses on Europe while
placing it within its international context Considers not just major western European states, but also
the often neglected countries of eastern and northern Europe

A Companion to Eighteenth-Century Europe

It was the original forever war, which went on interminably, fuelled by religious fanaticism, personal
ambition, fear of hegemony, and communal suspicion. It dragged in all the neighbouring powers. It
was punctuated by repeated failed ceasefires. It inflicted suffering beyond belief and generated waves
of refugees. No, this is not Syria today, but the Thirty Years' War (1618-48), which turned Germany
and much of central Europe into a disaster zone. The Thirty Years' War is often cited as a parallel

in discussions of the Middle East. The Peace of Westphalia, which ended the conflict in 1648, has
featured strongly in such discussions, usually with the observation that recent events in some parts
of the region have seen the collapse of ideas of state sovereignty--ideas that supposedly originated
with the 1648 settlement. Axworthy, Milton and Simms argue that the Westphalian treaties, far from
enshrining state sovereignty, in fact reconfigured and strengthened a structure for legal resolution of
disputes, and provided for intervention by outside guarantor powers to uphold the peace settlement.
This book argues that the history of Westphalia may hold the key to resolving the new long wars in the
Middle East today.

The Thirty Years War and the Conflict for European Hegemony, 1600-1660

The Thirty Years War: A Documentary History fills a gap in recent studies of the great pan-European
conflict, providing fresh translations of thirty-eight primary documents for the student and general read-
er. The selections are drawn from the standard political documents, from the Apology of the Bohemian
Estates for the Defenestration of Prague to the text of the Treaty of Westphalia, as well as from imperial
edicts, trial records, letters, diary entries, and satirical broadsheets, all directly translated from the Early
New High German, French, Swedish, and Latin. The volume contains some ten illustrations and one
map . .. and on the whole is well organized and well presented with a judicious amount of footnotes
and a slim For Further Reading section. A succinct introduction introduces the four sections, each with
its own substantial introduction: (1) Outbreak of the Thirty Years War (1618-1623), (2) The Intervention
of Denmark and Sweden (1623-1635), and (3) The Long War (1635-1648). The concluding section
(4) Two Wartime Lives (1618-1648), interestingly juxtaposes the journals of a wandering mercenary
and a settled townsman. The first is the diary of Peter Hagendorf, kept between the years 1624 and
1649 and only rediscovered in 1993. Hagendorf experienced the war as a common mercenary from
the Baltic to Italy, from France to Pomerania. His counterpart is Hans Heberle, a shoemaker from a
small town in the territory of the free imperial city of Ulm whose Zeytregister chronicled happenings
both in the neighborhood and further afield. The engrossing accounts of their shifting fortunes over the
three decades of the war really help to give this collection of texts, and the troublesome period itself,
a human face. They are the stuff from which Grimmelshausen would craft his great novel of the war,
The Adventuresome Simplicissimus (1668). Tryntje Helfferich is to be applauded for this consistently
interesting and eminently useful volume. --Martin W. Walsh, University of Michigan, in Sixteenth Century
Journal

Towards A Westphalia for the Middle East

From the author of the acclaimed The Thirty Years War and Heart of Europe, a masterful, landmark
reappraisal of German military history, and of the preconceptions about German militarism since before
the rise of Prussia and the world wars. German military history is typically viewed as an inexorable
march to the rise of Prussia and the two world wars, the road paved by militarism and the result a
specifically German way of war. Peter Wilson challenges this narrative. Looking beyond Prussia to
German-speaking Europe across the last five centuries, Wilson finds little unique or preordained in
German militarism or warfighting. Iron and Blood takes as its starting point the consolidation of the
Holy Roman Empire, which created new mechanisms for raising troops but also for resolving disputes



diplomatically. Both the empire and the Swiss Confederation were largely defensive in orientation, while
German participation in foreign wars was most often in partnership with allies. The primary aggressor in
Central Europe was not Prussia but the Austrian Habsburg monarchy, yet Austria’s strength owed much
to its ability to secure allies. Prussia, meanwhile, invested in militarization but maintained a part-time
army well into the nineteenth century. Alongside Switzerland, which relied on traditional militia, both
states exemplify the longstanding civilian element within German military power. Only after Prussia’s
unexpected victory over France in 1871 did Germans and outsiders come to believe in a German gift
for warfare—a special capacity for high-speed, high-intensity combat that could overcome numerical
disadvantage. It took two world wars to expose the fallacy of German military genius. Yet even today,
Wilson argues, Germany’s strategic position is misunderstood. The country now seen as a bastion

of peace spends heavily on defense in comparison to its peers and is deeply invested in less kinetic
contemporary forms of coercive power.

The Thirty Years War

Europe’s second Thirty Years’ War—an epoch of blood and ashes Fire and Blood looks at the European
crisis of the two world wars as a single historical sequence: the age of the European Civil War
(1914-1945). Its overture was played out in the trenches of the Great War; its coda on a ruined
continent. It opened with conventional declarations of war and finished with “unconditional surrender.”
Proclamations of national unity led to eventual devastation, with entire countries torn to pieces. During
these three decades of deepening conflicts, a classical interstate conflict morphed into a global civil war,
abandoning rules of engagement and fought by irreducible enemies rather than legitimate adversaries,
each seeking the annihilation of its opponents. It was a time of both unchained passions and industrial,
rationalized massacre. Utilizing multiple sources, Enzo Traverso depicts the dialectic of this era of wars,
revolutions and genocides. Rejecting commonplace notions of “totalitarian evil,” he rediscovers the
feelings and reinterprets the ideas of an age of intellectual and political commitment when Europe
shaped world history with its own collapse.

Iron and Blood

This volume deals with the entanglement of Scotland in the Thirty Years War (1618-1648), discussing
the diplomatic and military aspects of the conflict that were interwoven with the fate of the Scottish
princess, Elizabeth of Bohemia, the famous Winter Queen.

Fire and Blood

The Seven Years War was a global contest between the two superpowers of eighteenth century Europe,
France and Britain. Winston Churchill called it “the first World War”. Neither side could afford to lose
advantage in any part of the world, and the decisive battles of the war ranged from Fort Duguesne

in what is now Pittsburgh to Minorca in the Mediterranean, from Bengal to Québec. By its end British
power in North America and India had been consolidated and the foundations of Empire laid, yet at
the time both sides saw it primarily as a struggle for security, power and influence within Europe. In
this eagerly awaited study, Daniel Baugh, the world’s leading authority on eighteenth century maritime
history looks at the war as it unfolded from the failure of Anglo-French negotiations over the Ohio
territories in 1784 through the official declaration of war in 1756 to the treaty of Paris which formally
ended hostilities between England and France in 1763. At each stage he examines the processes of
decision-making on each side for what they can show us about the capabilities and efficiency of the two
national governments and looks at what was involved not just in the military engagements themselves
but in the complexities of sustaining campaigns so far from home. With its panoramic scope and use
of telling detail this definitive account will be essential reading for anyone with an interest in military
history or the history of eighteenth century Europe.

Scotland and the Thirty Years' War

An eloquent call to draw on the lessons of the past to address current threats to international order
The ancient Greeks hard wired a tragic sensibility into their culture. By looking disaster squarely in
the face, by understanding just how badly things could spiral out of control, they sought to create a
communal sense of responsibility and courage—to spur citizens and their leaders to take the difficult
actions necessary to avert such a fate. Today, after more than seventy years of great power peace and
a quarter century of unrivaled global leadership, Americans have lost their sense of tragedy. They have
forgotten that the descent into violence and war has been all too common throughout human history.



This amnesia has become most pronounced just as Americans and the global order they created
are coming under graver threat than at any time in decades. In a forceful argument that brims with
historical sensibility and policy insights, two distinguished historians argue that a tragic sensibility is
necessary if America and its allies are to address the dangers that menace the international order
today. Tragedy may be commonplace, Brands and Edel argue, but it is not inevitable—so long as we
regain an appreciation of the world’s tragic nature before it is too late.

The Global Seven Years War 1754-1763

One of the most complete histories of this inter-Christian war, fought mainly in the heartland of
present-day Germany, in which up to 40 percent of the population was killed. It explains how a religious
conflict between Catholic and Protestant in Germany spiralled out of control into what became the most
devastating European war of all time.

The Lessons of Tragedy

The conflict that ravaged seventeeth-century Europe, as seen in a classic German novel--freshly
translated The Thirty Years War, fought between 1618 and 1648, was a ruthless struggle for political
and religious control of central Europe. Engulfing most of present-day Germany, the war claimed

at least ten million lives. The lengthy conflict was particularly hard on the general population, as
thousands of undisciplined mercenaries serving Sweden, Spain, France, the Netherlands, and various
German principalities, robbed, murdered, and pillaged communities; disease spread out of control
and starvation became commonplace. In The Warwolf, Hermann L ns's acclaimed historical novel,
the tragedy and horrors of war in general, and these times in particular are revealed. The Warwolf,
based on the author's careful research, traces the life of Harm Wulf, a land-owning peasant farmer of
the northern German heath who realizes after witnessing the murder of neighbours and family at the
hands of marauding troops that he has a choice between compromising his morals or succumbing to
inevitable torture and death. Despite his desire for peace, Wulf decides to band with his fellow farmers
and live like "wolves," fiercely protecting their isolated communities from all intruders. L ns's brilliant
portrayal of the two sides faced by any person in a moral crisis--in Harm Wulf's case, whether to kill or
be killed--continues to resonate. Originally published in 1910 and still in print in Germany, The Warwolf
is available for first time in English.

The Thirty Year's War

Elector Palatinate Frederick V - the Winter King - would be an insignificant figure in the history of
Europe were it not for the tremendous conflagration that he helped to ignite. Frederick’s conflict with
Holy Roman Emperor Ferdinand Il over the throne of Bohemia plunged Europe into thirty years of
savage violence, fiery devastation, and terrible privation during the first half of the seventeenth century.
More than simply a biographical study of Frederick, The Winter King provides a fresh and compelling
study into the causes of the Thirty Years’ War. Examining the early stages of the war through the locus
of Frederick, it reconciles the forces of confession, conscience and constitutionalism that affected
Frederick’s decision making at critical junctures throughout the crisis. By placing constitutionalism
rather than religion at the centre of events, it offers a subtle yet convincing new account of the
conflict. Drawing on political and personal correspondence, backed up with a wealth of archival and
secondary sources, Dr Pursell presents Frederick’s choices and alternatives and interprets his words
and responses to them. Considering the war from Frederick’s perspective he argues convincingly that
the war is best understood not simply as a struggle between Protestant and Catholic powers, but rather
as an extended constitutional conflict, entwining religious and political factors, fought within the Holy
Roman Empire.

The Warwolf

'Of the "Great Powers" that dominated Europe from the eighteenth to the twentieth centuries, Prussia
is the only one to have vanished ... Iron Kingdom is not just good: it is everything a history book ought
to be ... The nemesis of Prussia has cast such a long shadow that German historians have tiptoed
around the subject. Thus it was left to an Englishman to write what is surely the best history of Prussia
in any language' Sunday Telegraph

The Winter King



The Thirty Years' War (1618-48) was Europe's most destructive conflict prior to the two world wars. Two
of European history's greatest generals faced each other at Lutzen in November 1632, mid-way through
this terrible war. Neither achieved his objective. Albrecht von Wallenstein withdrew his battered imperial
army at nightfall, unaware that his opponent, King Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden, had died a few hours
earlier. The indecisive military outcome found an immediate echo in image and print, and became the
object of political and historical disputes. Swedish propaganda swiftly fostered the lasting image of the
king's sacrifice for the Protestant cause against the spectre of Catholic Habsburg 'universal monarchy'.
The standard assumption that the king had 'met his death in the hour of victory' became integral to
how Gustavus Adolphus's contribution to modern warfare has been remembered, even celebrated,
while the study of Litzen's wider legacy shows how such events are constantly rewritten as elements
of propaganda, religious and national identity, and professional military culture. The battle's religious
and political associations also led to its adoption as a symbol by those advocating German unification
under Prussian leadership. The battlefield remains a place of pilgrimage to this day and a site for the
celebration of Protestant German and Nordic culture. This book is the first to combine analysis of the
battle itself with an assessment of its cultural, political and military legacy, and the first to incorporate
recent archaeological research within a reappraisal of the events and their significance. It challenges
the accepted view that Lutzen is a milestone in military development, arguing instead that its impact
was more significant on the cultural and political level.

Iron Kingdom

Yet he begins with the principles of toleration that prevailed in much of early modern eastern Europe
and concludes with the peaceful resolution of national tensions in the region since 1989.".

Litzen

The little-known story of the Swedish king and military commander who conquered much of Germany
in the early seventeenth century. As one of the foremost military commanders of the early seventeenth
century, Gustavus Adophus, king of Sweden, played a vital role in defending the Protestant cause
during the Thirty Years War. In the space of two years—between 1630 and 1632—he turned the course
of the war, winning a decisive victory at the Battle of Breitenfeld and conquering large parts of Germany.
Yet remarkably little has been written about him in English, and no full account of his extraordinary
career has been published in recent times. That is why this perceptive and scholarly study is of such
value. The book sets Gustavus in the context of Swedish and European dynastic politics and religious
conflict in the early seventeenth century, and describes in detail Swedish military organization and
Gustavus's reforms. His intervention in the Thirty Years War is covered in graphic detail—the decision to
intervene, his alliance with France, his campaigns across the breadth of Germany, and his generalship
at the two major battles he fought there. His exceptional skill as a battlefield commander transformed
the fortunes of the Protestant side in the conflict, and he had established himself as a major European
figure before his death on the battlefield. Lars Ericson Wolke, one of the leading experts on the military
history of the Baltic and the Thirty Years War, offers a fascinating insight into Gustavus the man and
the soldier.

The Reconstruction of Nations

THE SUNDAY TIMES AND ECONOMIST BOOKS OF THE YEAR 2016 'Hugely impressive... Wilson is
an assured guide through the millennium-long labyrinth of papal-imperial relations' Literary Review A
great, sprawling, ancient and unique entity, the Holy Roman Empire, from its founding by Charlemagne
to its destruction by Napoleon a millennium later, formed the heart of Europe. It was a great engine for
inventions and ideas, it was the origin of many modern European states, from Germany to the Czech
Republic, its relations with Italy, France and Poland dictated the course of countless wars - indeed
European history as a whole makes no sense without it. In this strikingly ambitious book, Peter H.
Wilson explains how the Empire worked. It is not a chronological history, but an attempt to convey to
readers why it was so important and how it changed over its existence. The result is a tour de force - a
book that raises countless questions about the nature of political and military power, about diplomacy
and the nature of European civilization and about the legacy of the Empire, which has continued to
haunt its offspring, from Imperial and Nazi Germany to the European Union.

Gustavus Adolphus, Sweden and the Thirty Years War, 1630-1632



The nineteenth century witnessed the birth of German nationalism and the unification of Germany
as a powerful nation-state. In this era the reading public?s obsession with the most destructive and
divisive war in its history?the Thirty Years? War?resurrected old animosities and sparked a violent,
century-long debate over the origins and aftermath of the war. The core of this bitter argument was

a clash between Protestant and Catholic historians over the cultural criteria determining authentic
German identity and the territorial and political form of the future German nation. g This groundbreaking
study of modern Germany?s morbid fascination with the war explores the ideological uses of history
writing, commemoration, and collective remembrance to show how the passionate argument over
the ?meaning? of the Thirty Years? War shaped Germans' conception of their nation. The first book

in the extensive literature on German history writing to examine how modern German historians
reinterpreted a specific event to define national identity and legitimate political and ideological agendas,
The Thirty Years? War and German Memory in the Nineteenth Century is a bold intellectual history of
the confluence of history writing, religion, culture, and politics in nineteenth-century Germany.

The Thirty Years' War

In the breadth of bitter-sweet Scottish history there is no more poignant, not more important, battle than
Flodden. Before Scotland's disastrous defeat at the hands of the English under the Earl of Surrey, a
proud country under its dynamic Stewart king, James IV, was emerging as a distinct and flourishing
nation within Europe. With defeat the inevitability of Scotland's Reformation and union with England is
hard to deny. Flodden was an ignominious and disastrous moment for the Scots, all the more so for
being a largely unnecessary encounter, fought with superior numbers and arms, which left the country
weak, exposed and leaderless. In this bestselling study of one of the most famous battles in history,
Peter Reese recreates the drama and calamity of the battle fought just south of the River Tweed on

9 September 1513. Drawing together the political, military and historical background to the conflict,
he examines the two armies and their leaders and explains the crucial tactical moves both before and
during the encounter. The result is a thoroughly researched yet always accessible and realistic account
of the battle Scotland has tried to forget.

The Thirty Years War

"Weimar Centennial edition with a new preface by the author."--Title page.

The Holy Roman Empire

A deadly continental struggle, the Thirty Years War devastated seventeenth-century Europe, killing
nearly a quarter of all Germans and laying waste to towns and countryside alike. Peter Wilson offers
the first new history in a generation of a horrifying conflict that transformed the map of the modern
world.

The Thirty Years' War and German Memory in the Nineteenth Century

A new interpretation of the Holy Roman Empire that reveals why it was not a failed state as many
historians believe The Holy Roman Empire emerged in the Middle Ages as a loosely integrated union
of German states and city-states under the supreme rule of an emperor. Around 1500, it took on a more
formal structure with the establishment of powerful institutions--such as the Reichstag and Imperial
Chamber Court--that would endure more or less intact until the empire's dissolution by Napoleon in
1806. Barbara Stollberg-Rilinger provides a concise history of the Holy Roman Empire, presenting an
entirely new interpretation of the empire's political culture and remarkably durable institutions. Rather
than comparing the empire to modern states or associations like the European Union, Stollberg-Rilinger
shows how it was a political body unlike any other--it had no standing army, no clear boundaries,

no general taxation or bureaucracy. She describes a heterogeneous association based on tradition
and shared purpose, bound together by personal loyalty and reciprocity, and constantly reenacted by
solemn rituals. In a narrative spanning three turbulent centuries, she takes readers from the reform
era at the dawn of the sixteenth century to the crisis of the Reformation, from the consolidation of the
Peace of Augsburg to the destructive fury of the Thirty Years' War, from the conflict between Austria
and Prussia to the empire's downfall in the age of the French Revolution. Authoritative and accessible,
The Holy Roman Empire is an incomparable introduction to this momentous period in the history of
Europe.

Flodden



This English-language translation of Mark Hengerer's Kaiser Ferdinand I1l: 1608-1657 Eine Biographie
is based on an analysis of the weekly reports sent by the papal nuncio’s office to the Vatican. These
reports give detailed information about the daily whereabouts of the dynasty, courtiers, and foreign
visitors, and they contain the gossip of the court in addition to weekly analysis of some political
problems. This material enabled the author to report on daily life of the dynasty and to analyze the
circumstances under which policy was made, which has led to a balance between the personality of
Ferdinand Ill and the problems with which he dealt. In this biography, Hengerer provides answers to the
guestion: Why did it take the emperor more than ten years to end a devastating war, the traumatizing
effects of which on central Europe lasted into the twentieth century, particularly since there was no
hope of victory against his foreign adversaries from the very moment he came into power?

Weimar Germany

David Stevenson's widely acclaimed history of World War | changes forever our understanding of that
pivotal conflict. Countering the commonplace assumption that politicians lost control of events, and that
the war, once it began, quickly became an unstoppable machine, Stevenson contends that politicians
deliberately took risks that led to war in July 1914. Far from being overwhelmed by the unprecedented
scale and brutality of the bloodshed, political leaders on both sides remained very much in control

of events throughout. According to Stevenson, the disturbing reality is that the course of the war was
the result of conscious choices -- including the continued acceptance of astronomical casualties. In
fluid prose, Stevenson has written a definitive history of the man-made catastrophe that left lasting
scars on the twentieth century. Cataclysm is a truly international history, incorporating new research on
previously undisclosed records from governments in Europe and across the world. From the complex
network of secret treaties and alliances that eventually drew all of Europe into the war, through the
bloodbaths of Gallipoli and the Somme, to the arrival of American forces, and the massive political,
economic, and cultural shifts the conflict left in its wake, Cataclysm is a major revision of World War |
history.

The Thirty Years War

Half a millennium of European warfare brilliantly retold by masterly historian Brendan Simms At the
heart of Europe's history lies a puzzle. In most of the world humankind has created enormous political
frameworks, whether ancient (such as China) or modern (such as the United States). Sprawling
empires, kingdoms or republics appear to be the norm. By contrast Europe has remained stubbornly
chaotic and fractured into often amazingly tiny pieces, with each serious attempt to unify the continent
(by Charles V, Napoleon and Hitler) thwarted. In this marvelously ambitious and exciting new book,
Brendan Simms tells the story of Europe's constantly shifting geopolitics and the peculiar circum-
stances that have made it both so impossible to dominate, but also so dynamic and ferocious. It is the
story of a group of highly competitive and mutually suspicious dynasties, but also of a continent uniquely
prone to interference from 'semi-detached' elements, such as Russia, the Ottoman Empire, Britain and
(just as centrally to Simms' argument) the United States. Europe: The Struggle for Supremacy will
become the standard work on this crucial subject - and an extremely enjoyable one. Reviews: 'This is
a brilliant and beautifully written history. From the Holy Roman Empire to the Euro, Brendan Simms
shows that one of the constant preoccupations of Europeans has always been the geography, the
power and the needs of Germany. Europe is a work of extraordinary scholarship delivered with the
lightest of touches. It will be essential, absorbing reading for anyone trying to understand both the
past and the present of one of the most productive and most dangerous continents on earth' William
Shawcross 'World history is German history, and German history is world history.This is the powerful
case made by this gifted historian of Europe, whose expansive erudition revives the proud tradition of
the history of geopolitics, and whose immanent moral sensibility reminds us that human choices made
in Berlin (and London) today about the future of Europe might be decisive for the future of the world'
Timothy Snyder (author of Bloodlands) About the author: Brendan Simms is Professor of the History of
International Relations at the University of Cambridge. His major books include Unfinest Hour: Britain
and the Destruction of Bosnia (shortlisted for the Samuel Johnson Prize) and Three Victories and a
Defeat: The Rise and Fall of the First British Empire.

The Holy Roman Empire

The pacy, sensitive and formidably argued history of the causes of the First World War, from acclaimed
historian and author Christopher Clark SUNDAY TIMES and INDEPENDENT BOOKS OF THE YEAR



2012 The moments that it took Gavrilo Princip to step forward to the stalled car and shoot dead

Franz Ferdinand and his wife were perhaps the most fateful of the modern era. An act of terrorism

of staggering efficiency, it fulfilled its every aim: it would liberate Bosnia from Habsburg rule and it
created a powerful new Serbia, but it also brought down four great empires, killed millions of men and
destroyed a civilization. What made a seemingly prosperous and complacent Europe so vulnerable to
the impact of this assassination? In The Sleepwalkers Christopher Clark retells the story of the outbreak
of the First World War and its causes. Above all, it shows how the failure to understand the seriousness
of the chaotic, near genocidal fighting in the Balkans would drag Europe into catastrophe. Reviews:
'Formidabile ... one of the most impressive and stimulating studies of the period ever published' Max
Hastings,Sunday Times 'Easily the best book ever written on the subject ... A work of rare beauty

that combines meticulous research with sensitive analysis and elegant prose. The enormous weight
of its quality inspires amazement and awe ... Academics should take note: Good history can still be

a good story' Washington Post 'A lovingly researched work of the highest scholarship. It is hard to
believe we will ever see a better narrative of what was perhaps the biggest collective blunder in the
history of international relations' Niall Ferguson '[Reading The Sleepwalkers], itis as if a light had been
turned on a half-darkened stage of shadowy characters cursing among themselves without reason

... [Clark] demolishes the standard view ... The brilliance of Clark's far-reaching history is that we

are able to discern how the past was genuinely prologue ... In conception, steely scholarship and
piercing insights, his book is a masterpiece' Harold Evans, New York Times Book Review 'Impeccably
researched, provocatively argued and elegantly written ... a model of scholarship’ Sunday Times Books
of the Year 'Superb ... effectively consigns the old historical consensus to the bin ... It's not often that one
has the privilege of reading a book that reforges our understanding of one of the seminal events of world
history' Mail Online 'A monumental new volume ... Revelatory, even revolutionary ... Clark has done a
masterful job explaining the inexplicable' Boston Globe 'Superb ... One of the great mysteries of history
is how Europe's great powers could have stumbled into World War | ... This is the single best book

| have read on this important topic' Fareed Zakaria 'A meticulously researched, superbly organized,
and handsomely written account Military History Clark is a masterly historian ... His account vividly
reconstructs key decision points while deftly sketching the context driving them ... A magisterial work’
Wall Street Journal About the author: Christopher Clark is Professor of Modern History at the University
of Cambridge and a Fellow of St Catharine's College. He is the author of The Politics of Conversion,
Kaiser Wilhelm Il and Iron Kingdom. Widely praised around the world, Iron Kingdom became a major
bestseller. He has been awarded the Officer's Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of
Germany.
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