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Explore the fascinating and often challenging landscape of European football during the Second World 
War. Despite the global conflict, the sport found ways to persist, adapt, or sometimes cease entirely, 
reflecting the varied experiences across different nations. Discover how wartime conditions impacted 
players, leagues, and the very spirit of the game.

Readers can access thousands of original articles written by verified authors.
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European Football During the Second World War

In this edited volume, an international team of authors examines the development of football during 
the Second World War in a dozen European states. The volume concludes with essays on the 
representation of the topic in the arts and the media.

Ajax, the Dutch, the War

"In looking into the lives of individual players, club officials and ordinary fans during this tumultuous 
period Simon Kuper has skilfully pieced together an alternative account of World War II, one seen 
through the lens of football. He also widens the scope to take in England, France and Germany, and in 
depicting a continent obsessed with football during war-time - on the day Germany invaded the Soviet 
Union, ninety thousand spectators were in place for the kick-off of the German league final in Berlin - 
he challenges accepted notions of the war in occupied Europe."--BOOK JACKET.

Ajax, the Dutch, the War

When most people think about the Netherlands, images of tulips and peaceful pot smoking residents 
spring to mind. Bring up soccer, and most will think of Johan Cruyuff, the Dutch player thought to rival 
Pele in preternatural skill, and Ajax, one of the most influential soccer clubs in the world whose academy 
system for young athletes has been replicated around the globe (and most notably by Barcelona and the 
2010 world champions, Spain). But as international bestselling author Simon Kuper writes in Ajax, The 
Dutch, The War: Soccer in Europe During the Second World War, the story of soccer in Holland cannot 
be understood without investigating what really occurred in this country during WWII. For decades, 
the Dutch have enjoyed the reputation of having a "good war." The myth is even resonant in Israel 
where Ajax is celebrated. The fact is, the Jews suffered shocking persecution at the hands of Dutch 
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collaborators. Holland had the second largest Nazi movement in Europe outside Germany, and in no 
other country except Poland was so high a percentage of Jews deported. Kuper challenges Holland's 
historical amnesia and uses soccer -- particularly the experience of Ajax, a club long supported by 
Amsterdam's Jews -- as a window on wartime Holland and Europe. Through interviews with Resistance 
fighters, survivors, wartime soccer players and more, Kuper uncovers this history that has been ignored, 
and also finds out why the Holocaust had a profound effect on soccer in the country. Ajax produced 
Cruyuff but was also built by members of the Dutch resistance and Holocaust survivors. It became 
a surrogate family for many who survived the war and its method for producing unparalleled talent 
became the envy of clubs around the world. In this passionate, haunting and moving work of forensic 
reporting, Kuper tells the breathtaking story of how Dutch Jews survived the unspeakable and came 
to play a strong role in the rise of the most exciting and revolutionary style of soccer -- "Total Football" 
-- the world had ever seen.

Football in Southeastern Europe

This volume draws together scholarship across a number of disciplines – history, sociology, media and 
cultural studies, political science, Slavonic Studies – to examine the significance of the sport of football 
within Southeastern Europe, with an especial focus on countries of the former Yugoslavia. The volume 
is timely as there is growing recognition inside and beyond the academy that football is a key cultural 
site in which the tensions within the region have and continue to be reflected. Important issues such as 
resurgent nationalism, ethno/religious identity construction, and collective masculine identity are played 
out in relation to the sport of football. The papers within the volume explore these and other themes in 
detailed case studies that will be of interest to academics and policy makers concerned with wanting 
to know more about how football should be considered within agendas focused on reconciliation and 
a socially inclusive future. This book was published as a special issue of Sport in Society.

Soccer at War, 1939-45

Soccer at War is the compelling account of the national game during this defining moment in history. 
Rollin reveals how it was that football not only continued to be played and watched, but also grew 
in popularity and stature. He explains how, while the country fought for freedom, the sport offered 
morale-boosting appeal to war workers, servicemen, and civilians alike. The book tells of the hundreds 
of professional footballers who joined up, those who became heroes, and those who did not come 
back, the enthusiasts who administered the game in their spare time, and the players who turned out 
for thirty bob a week. The servicemen who went AWOL to play and others who hitch-hiked just to get 
to a game also find their place in the story, along with the record-breaking goalscoring achievements. 
Looking further afield to occupied Europe, Soccer at War also exposes the role of football in Hitler's 
regime.

The Queens of Europe: The History of the greatest European Football Clubs

The Queens of Europe is a series of books that tells the history of the greatest European Football Clubs. 
A collection of images, logos, data, uniforms, records, statistics, unobtainable photos and never written 
statistics will tell you the story of the greatest clubs in Europe. The history of UEFA club competitions, 
the champions of the continent and the finalist teams, the historical logos of the clubs, the historical 
kits, the appearances records and the goalscorers who made the history of the clubs, the coaches, the 
tactics, the palmarés and the cups won by the great teams, the individual trophies won by the players, 
the attendance records, the greatest victories, the historic stadiums and much more. The Part 1 will tell 
you the legend of Real Madrid, AC Milan, Bayern Munich, Liverpool, Barcelona and Ajax. The Queens 
of Europe è una collana di libri che racconta la storia dei più grandi club di calcio europei. Una raccolta di 
immagini, loghi, dati, divise, record, statistiche, foto introvabili e statistiche mai scritte vi racconteranno 
la storia dei più grandi club d'Europa. La storia delle competizioni UEFA per club, i campioni del 
continente e le squadre finaliste, i loghi storici dei club, le divise storiche, i record di presenze e i 
marcatori che hanno fatto la storia dei club, gli allenatori, le tattiche, i palmarés e le coppe vinte dalle 
grandi squadre, i trofei individuali vinti dai giocatori, i record di spettatori, le vittorie più importanti, 
gli stadi storici e tanto altro. La prima parte ti racconterà la leggenda di Real Madrid, Milan, Bayern 
Monaco, Liverpool, Barcellona e Ajax. The Queens of Europe es una serie de libros que cuenta la 
historia de los grandes clubes de fútbol europeos. Una colección de imágenes, logos, datos, uniformes, 
récords, estadísticas, fotos inalcanzables y estadísticas nunca escritas te contarán la historia de los 
mejores clubes de Europa. La historia de las competiciones de clubes de la UEFA, los campeones 



del continente y los equipos finalistas, los logos históricos de los clubes, las equipaciones históricas, 
los récords de presencias y los goleadores que hicieron la historia de los clubes, los entrenadores, 
la táctica, el palmarés y las copas ganadas por los grandes equipos, los trofeos individuales ganados 
por los jugadores, los récords de asistencia, las mayores victorias, los estadios históricos y mucho 
más. La primera parte te contará la leyenda del Real Madrid, AC Milan, Bayern de Múnich, Liverpool, 
Barcelona y Ajax. The Queens of Europe ist eine Buchreihe, die die Geschichte der größten europäis-
chen Fußballvereine erzählt. Eine Sammlung von Bildern, Logos, Daten, Uniformen, Aufzeichnungen, 
Statistiken, nicht erhältlichen Fotos und nie geschriebenen Statistiken erzählt Ihnen die Geschichte der 
größten Vereine Europas. Die Geschichte der UEFA-Klubwettbewerbe, die Meister des Kontinents und 
die Finalistenmannschaften, die historischen Logos der Vereine, die historischen Trikots, die Einsätze 
rekorde und die Torschützen, die die Geschichte der Vereine geschrieben haben, die Trainer, die 
Taktiken, die Palmarés und die Pokale der großen Mannschaften, die einzelnen Trophäen der Spieler, 
die Zuschauerrekorde, die größten Siege, die historischen Stadien und vieles mehr. Im ersten Teil 
erfahren Sie mehr über die Legenden von Real Madrid, AC Mailand, Bayern München, Liverpool, 
Barcelona und Ajax.

Football's Great War

As modern football grapples with the implications of a global crisis, this book looks at first in the 
game’s history: The First World War. The game’s structure and fabric faced existential challenges as 
fundamental questions were asked about its place and value in English society. This study explores how 
conflict reshaped the People’s Game on the English Home Front. The wartime seasons saw football's 
entire commercial model challenged and questioned. In 1915, the FA banned the payment of players, 
reopening a decades-old dispute between the game's early amateur values and its modern links to the 
world of capital and lucrative entertainment. Wartime football forced supporters to consider whether 
the game should continue, and if so, in what form? Using an array of previously unused sources and 
images, this book explores how players, administrators and fans grappled with these questions as daily 
life was continually reshaped by the demands of total war. From grassroots to elite football, players to 
spectators, gambling to charity work, this study examines the social, economic and cultural impact of 
what became Football's Great War.

The UEFA European Football Championships

This book explores social and political issues and trends emerging around the UEFA European Football 
Championships. It presents a contemporary sociology of the European Championships which, despite 
its significance as a mega-event, has been largely overshadowed by the Olympics and the FIFA World 
Cup in existing literature. At a time when both sport mega-events and Europe are undergoing dramatic 
transformations, this book explores a range of case studies and important topics such as changing 
consumption patterns, new types of sport media, social media, environmental policies and emergency 
politics, public opposition and co-hosting. It also situates the European Championships within wider 
European projects and discourses of European identities, integration and enlargement. Drawing on 
data from recent and historical European Championships, and looking ahead to the next tournament 
in Germany in 2024, this book serves to open up new debates within the sociology of sport and 
the study of mega-events. It is a timely and ground-breaking text which will resonate with students, 
academics and readers who are interested in football, the sociology of sport, megaevents, digital 
sociology, European politics and culture or sports business.

Women, Football and Europe

It is undeniable that Association football is a global game with huge popularity. Yet what is known 
as 'women's football' receives far less support, financial assistance, media coverage and academic 
attention than the men's game. Consequently the story of women's football remains largely untold 
and its potential as a sports-related discussion is yet to be fulfilled. Women, Football and Europe is a 
collection of essays that contributes new knowledge on women's football. Volume 1 deals with historical 
aspects of the game, equality issues, and the experiences of those involved, while volume 2 looks at 
individual topics such as the 2005 UEFA Women's Championships, the pressures and constraints on 
female coaches, and the key issues affecting the development of the women's game in England and 
Europe.

COVID-19 and the Soccer World



The spread of COVID-19 and the consequent pandemic since early 2020 have brought about un-
precedented changes in all spheres of global life, creating a new sense of (in)security with social 
distancing, physical isolation, quarantine and lockdown becoming buzzwords to combat the disease. 
As in all spheres of life, the first wave of the pandemic posed serious challenges to the world of soccer, 
with diverse and intriguing responses across the globe. This book documents the early impressions 
and initial responses of various stakeholders of the soccer world to the challenges of COVID-19 in 
2020. It reveals how the process of confrontation, negotiation, adjustment and overcoming against such 
challenges necessitated and inspired novel responses and strong improvisations from soccer bodies 
to players, referees to spectators, and journalists to sponsors. This process has revealed abrupt as well 
as radical changes in the organization, rules, spectatorship and telecast of the game, thereby affecting 
the game’s cultural dimensions, commercial prospects and political implications. The volume points 
out that the way soccer has adjusted to the ‘new normal’ standard of the ‘COVID Regime’ has elicited 
newer meanings and nuanced representations of the game. The chapters in this book were originally 
published as a special issue of the journal, Soccer & Society.

Athletics in the Nordic Countries

In the edited collection Athletics in the Nordic Countries, scholars from Denmark, Finland, Norway, and 
Sweden explore historical developments and current phenomena in the sport of athletics (track and 
field). The chapters provide insight into sport officials, events, and athletes from the Nordic countries 
that have shaped the international athletics scene. The authors identify the leading role of sport leaders 
from Scandinavia in the foundation years and highlight how athletics’ events held in the region were 
milestones in the transformation of the sport. Athletics’ international governing body World Athletics 
was founded in Sweden in 1912 as the International Amateur Athletic Federation. Seventy years later, 
Finland hosted the first World Athletics Championships in Helsinki in 1983. In between those turning 
points, Nordic officials and athletes promoted significant changes in athletics, and their innovative 
approaches continue to shape the development of the sport until today.

Football Players in Focus

This volume investigates the way in which football supporters around the world express themselves 
as followers of teams, whether they be professional, amateur or national. The diverse geographical 
and cultural array of contributions to this volume highlights not only the variety of how fans express 
themselves, but their commonalities as well. The collection brings together scholars of North and South 
America, Europe, Asia and Africa to present a global picture of fan culture. The collection shows that 
while every group of fans around the world has its own characteristics, the role of a football fan is 
laced with commonalities, irrespective of geography or culture. This book was previously published as 
a special issue of Soccer and Society.

Football Fans Around the World

'I was 12th man for England against Wales at Wembley. Within a few minutes, the Welsh half-back 
broke his collar bone. They had no reserves and I as the only spare player to hand. That's how I 
made my international debut - for Wales.' - Stan Mortensen, Blackpool and England. When Britain 
declared war on Germany in September 1939, football came to an abrupt halt. Large crowds were 
banned, stadiums were given over to military use, most players joined up. Then it was realised that 
if victory was the national goal, soccer could help - and football went to war. For the next six years 
the game became hugely important to Britain. Boosting morale among servicemen, munitions workers 
and beleaguered citizens alike - and raising hundreds of thousands of pounds for war funds. It was a 
game with plenty of human stories. Some footballers were dubbed 'PT commandos' or 'D-Day dodgers'. 
Others, however, saw action. Pre-war heroes on the pitch became wartime heroes off it. This book 
captures the atmosphere of the time and tells the story of a unique period in football's history.

Gas Masks for Goal Posts

This book examines the cultural, social, political, economic and aesthetic history of Sport in Europe. 
As sport has grown, progressively replacing religion, in its power to excite passion, provide emotional 
escape, offer fraternal (and increasingly sororital) bonding, it has become an inescapable reality linking 
public environment with intimate experience and thus offers the historian an opportunity to inspect 
and attempt to grasp all the dimensions of the recent past and their relative share in individual and 



collective experience. This collection considers the evolution of modern sport in Europe and examines 
its relationshop with politics, gender and class.

Sport in Europe

Football is unquestionably the world’s most popular and influential sport. There is no corner of the globe 
in which the game is not played or followed. More countries are affiliated to FIFA, football’s governing 
body, than to the United Nations. The sport has therefore become an important component of our 
social, cultural, political and economic life. The Routledge Handbook of Football Studies is a landmark 
work of reference, going further than any other book in considering the historical and contemporary 
significance of football around the world. Written by a team of leading sport scholars, the book covers a 
broad range of disciplines from history, sociology, politics and business, to philosophy, law and media 
studies. The central section of the book examines key themes and issues in football studies, such 
as the World Cup and international competition, governance and ownership, fandom and celebrity. 
The concluding section offers in-depth surveys of the culture and organisation of football in each of 
the regional confederations, from UEFA to CONCACAF. This book will be fascinating reading for any 
serious football fan and an essential resource for advanced students or scholars undertaking research 
in football or sport studies, and any practitioner or policy-maker working in football.

Routledge Handbook of Football Studies

The sports of Europe and the United States were imitated and assimilated and became symbols of 
national and cosmopolitan identity. This work examines the national and international importance of 
sport and its role in shaping post-millennium global culture.

Football Players in Focus

Sports in American History: From Colonization to Globalization, Third Edition, journeys from the early 
American past to the present to help students grasp the compelling evolution of American sporting 
practices

Europe, Sport, World

This book aims to provide an extensive overview of how football is organized and managed on a 
European level and in individual European countries, and to account for the evolution of the national, 
international and transnational management of football over the last decades.

Sports in American History

Sports in American History: From Colonization to Globalization, Second Edition, journeys from the early 
American past to the present to give students a compelling grasp of the evolution of American sporting 
practices.

The Organisation and Governance of Top Football Across Europe

Interrogating the costs and benefits of the game's controversial path to global pre-eminence, Contested 
Fields shows how and why football matters in the modern world - as part of the social fabric and as a 
site of political power and resistance.

Sports in American History, 2E

In the modern era, sport has been an important agent, and symptom, of the political, cultural and 
commercial pressures for convergence and globalization. In this fascinating, inter-disciplinary study, 
leading international scholars explore the making of modern sport in Europe, illuminating sport and its 
cultural and economic impacts in the context of the supra-state formations and global markets that have 
re-shaped national and trans-national cultures in the later twentieth century. The book focuses on the 
emergence and expansion of media markets, high-performance sport’s transformation by, and effects 
upon, Cold War dynamics and relations, and the implications of the Treaty of Rome for an emerging 
European identity in sport as in other areas (for example, the influence of soccer’s governing body 
in Europe, UEFA, and its club and international competitions). It traces the connections between the 
forces of ideological division, economic growth, leisure consumption, European integration and the 
development of European sport, and examines the role of sport in the changing relationship between 



Europe and the US. Illuminating a key moment in global cultural history, this book is important reading 
for any student or scholar working in international studies, modern history or sport.

Contested Fields

Sport during Cold War has recently begun to be studied in more depth. Some scholars have edited a 
book about the US and Soviet sport diplomacy and show ow the government of these two countries 
have used sport during this period, notably as a tool of "soft power" during the Olympic games. Our 
goal is to continue in this direction and to focus more on the sport field as a place of exchanges during 
the Cold War. Regarding this point, our aim is to show that there were events "beyond boycotts"many 
and that unknown connections existed inside sport. Morevoer, many actors were involved in these 
exchanges. Thus, it is important not only to focus on the action of States, but also on private actors 
(international sporting bodies and journalists), considering that they acted around sport (an "apolitic" 
field) as it was tool to maintain links between the two blocs. Our project offers a good opportunity for 
young scholars to present original research based on new materials (notably the use of institutional or 
personals archives). Morevoer, it is also a step forward with a view to conduct research within a global 
history paradigm, one that is still underused in sport academic fields.

Sport and the Transformation of Modern Europe

This book explores the tradition of left wing political thinking in the culture of fans of professional 
football in Europe. It sets out to chronicle and celebrate the fraternal, communal and radical tradition 
of football - seen to best effect in demands for democratic fan ownership and control of clubs, in fan 
campaigns against racist and fascist mobilisation of football supporters, and in a firm commitment to 
anti-corporatism. Drawing on the rich and varied traditions of fan cultures across Europe, the book 
examines how football, as a cultural form, carries with it the possibility of promoting the voices of the 
disenfranchised and the marginalised, and so the basis for nurturing solidarity against oppression, 
alienation and exploitation current in modern capitalist society. This book was published as a special 
issue of Soccer and Society.

Political Transformation and Changing Identities in Central and Eastern Europe

Why did Franco's Spain refuse to play against the USSR? Which matches have gone beyond the 
sporting stakes to become a geopolitical war? Which confrontations are impossible between certain 
countries, like the one between Russia and Ukraine? Or conversely, how can soccer be a tool for 
emancipation? In a pleasant and clear style, the author tells us 22 unusual stories to understand the 
world. In a few years, many people will say that they started to be interested in geopolitics through Kévin 
Veyssière's soccer stories, after having realized that geopolitics is not boring and uninteresting, nor is 
it reserved for seasoned diplomats and staff officers. Kévin Veyssière, 30, is an expert and professor 
in geopolitics and sports. He was a parliamentary collaborator at the National Assembly in France 
between 2017 and 2022. He is the author of Mondial, Soccer Club Géopolitics. 22 Unusual Stories 
about the Football World Cup (Max Milo, October 2022). The author is the creator of the website FC 
Géopolitics, which has popularized the geopolitics of soccer. His Twitter account has more than 50,000 
followers. 150,000 people a day read his articles.

Beyond Boycotts

Football in Central-Eastern and Eastern Europe has long functioned as a carrier of the three “non-nor-
mal” socio-political drivers that were effective below the surface of modernity, including the official 
self-image of European political systems, since the second half of the 20th century: Tribal Politics, 
Imaginal Politics, and Contextual Politics. All three are trends that are currently surfacing prominently 
on an international and global level. Long before the return of the now proverbial “Political Tribes” by the 
means of populisms and neo-authoritarianisms in societies around the world, football in Central-East-
ern and Eastern Europe worked as a subconscious vehicle of group instincts and political moods that 
represented, mirrored, informed and influenced political behavior and governmental decisions both in 
the post-WWII communist and then, after 1989, the neo-capitalist societies located east of the former 
iron curtain. Football has always been used by both governments and their opponents, including the 
dissident civil society, to further coherence and to symbolically represent specific readings of power 
relations, system ideologies and history. Football in Central and Eastern Europe was always able to 
attract and include large parts of the population, inducing them to symbolically express protest against 



the government or to sustain the “politics from above”. Through football politics, aspects of the area’s 
specific political mechanisms are introduced and explained.

Fan Culture in European Football and the Influence of Left Wing Ideology

The Second World War left Europe in chaos. Landscapes had been ravaged, entire cities razed and 
more than 35 million people killed. Across most of the continent, the institutions that we now take for 
granted - such as the police, the media, transport,local and national government - were either entirely 
absent or hopelessly compromised. Crime rates soared, economies collapsed, and the European 
population hovered on the brink of starvation. In this groundbreaking study of the years that followed the 
war, Keith Lowe describes a continent still racked by violence, where large sections of the population 
had yet to accept that the war was over. He outlines the warped morality and the insatiable urge for 
vengeance that were the legacy of the conflict. He describes the ethnic cleansing and civil wars that tore 
apart the lives of ordinary people from the Baltic Sea to the Mediterranean, and the establishment of 
a new world order that finally brought stability to a shattered continent.These were themes, he shows, 
that existed across the whole of Europe - east and west. Based on original documents, interviews 
and scholarly literature in eight different languages, Savage Continentis a window on the brief, chaotic 
period between the end of World War II and the beginning of the Cold War.It is the first major history 
of the period in any language.

Soccer club geopolitics

The UEFA Champions League is an annual club football competition organized by the Union of 
European Football Associations (UEFA). It was first introduced in 1955, as the European Cup, and 
later renamed as the UEFA Champions League in 1992. The competition features 79 teams from 54 
UEFA member countries. It is considered the most prestigious club competition in the world, as the best 
club teams from Europe compete to win the title. To qualify for the tournament, clubs must earn their 
place through their domestic league position or by winning a domestic cup competition. The competition 
consists of a group stage followed by knockout rounds, with the winner of the final being crowned the 
Champions of Europe. Teams such as Real Madrid, Barcelona, and Bayern Munich are among the 
most successful clubs in the history of the competition, with each club winning the tournament multiple 
times. The tournament is watched by millions of football fans around the world and generates significant 
revenue for UEFA and participating clubs.

Football Politics in Central Europe and Eastern Europe

Panenka's pearl of a penalty in Belgrade, van Basten's volley of a lifetime in Munich, Gazza's agonising 
near-miss at Wembley: over its six decades, the UEFA European Championship has thrown up many 
of the most memorable stories in football lore. Now it gets the history it deserves. Euro Summits 
is the first full retelling of the tournament, from its tentative beginnings in the late 1950s to its 
elephantine expansion in the mid-2010s. Taking in the USSR's early success, the grim violence of 
1968, France's cavalier feats on home soil in 1984, the sensational triumphs of no-hopers Denmark 
and Greece, Spain's modern-day dominance, all the way up to Portugal's shock victory in 2016, it's a 
panoramic portrait of an event that captures a whole continent's imagination every four years. Dramatic, 
detailed and teeming with compelling personalities like Michel Platini, Guenter Netzer, Hristo Stoichkov, 
Zinedine Zidane, Wayne Rooney and Cristiano Ronaldo, this is the complete story of a footballing event 
second only to the World Cup.

Savage Continent

Over the past decade, European football has seen tremendous changes impacting upon its interna-
tional framework as well as local traditions and national institutions. Processes of Europeanization in 
the fields of economy and politics provided the background for transformations of the production and 
consumption of football on a transnational scale. In the course of such rearrangements, football tourna-
ments like the UEFA Championship or the European Champions League turned into mega-events and 
media spectacles attracting ever-growing audiences. The experience of participating in these events 
offers some of the very few occasions for the display and embodiment of identities within a European 
context. This volume takes the 2008 EUROs hosted by Austria and Switzerland as a case study to 
analyze the political and cultural significance of the tournament from a multidisciplinary angle. What are 
the special features and spatial arrangements of a UEFAesque Europe, in comparison to alternative 
possibilities of a Europe? Situating the sport tournament between interpretations of collective European 



ritual and European spectacle, the key research question will ask what kind of Europe was represented 
in the cultural, political and economic manifestations of the 2008 EUROs. This book was published as 
a special issue of Soccer and Society.

Introduction to UEFA Champions League

European Football is Black and White offers an engaging interpretation of a disturbing phenomenon in 
Europe's favorite sport: football violence fueled by racism. While many fans across Europe have used 
football to further destructive, ethnocentric agendas, there are also Europe-wide initiatives in the foot-
ball stadium to combat the almost endemic problem. Christos Kassimeris analyses political ideologies 
that have influenced football supporters, drawing attention to the increasing politicization of football and 
the footballization of politics. He also considers the contributions of nationalism, social class, and media 
coverage before assessing attempts by various groups, from the Football Against Racism in Europe 
(FARE) network to the European Union itself, to rectify the problem. Ultimately, football needs to be 
dissociated from both racism and politics for the sport to flourish. Unlike more traditional attempts to 
explain the football violence and racism, this book seeks to establish a Europe-wide as well as national 
explanatory framework for this racism from a political perspective. This study will draw the interest not 
only of scholars across the Humanities and Social Sciences, but also of ordinary football supporters.

Euro Summits

Europe is a continent whose history has, in one form or another, long been dominated by integration. 
And yet the European integration process is often treated as synonymous with the evolution of just one 
particular, and until recently geographically quite limited, Western-centred organisation: the European 
Union (EU). This trend obscures the multitude of ways European states have acted collectively on both 
sides of the Iron Curtain – and continue to do so throughout the continent today. With contributors drawn 
from history and political science, this book explores some of these diverse integration efforts ‘beyond 
Brussels’. We shine a light on international organisations, trade frameworks, and various political, 
social, scientific and cultural forms of unity in both Eastern and Western Europe. In so doing, the book 
seeks to redefine the history of the European integration process not only as a less purely EU-centric 
phenomenon but as a less strictly Western European one too.

Governance, Citizenship and the New European Football Championships

Securitizing Islam shows how views of Muslims have changed in Britain since 9/11, following debates 
over terrorism, identity and multiculturalism.

European Football in Black and White

Sport and the Home Front contributes in significant and original ways to our understanding of the 
social and cultural history of the Second World War. It explores the complex and contested treatment 
of sport in government policy, media representations and the everyday lives of wartime citizens. 
Acknowledged as a core component of British culture, sport was also frequently criticised, marginalised 
and downplayed, existing in a constant state of tension between notions of normality and exceptionality, 
routine and disruption, the everyday and the extraordinary. The author argues that sport played an 
important, yet hitherto neglected, role in maintaining the morale of the British people and providing 
a reassuring sense of familiarity at a time of mass anxiety and threat. Through the conflict, sport 
became increasingly regarded as characteristic of Britishness; a symbol of the ‘ordinary’ everyday 
lives in defence of which the war was being fought. Utilised to support the welfare of war workers, the 
entertainment of service personnel at home and abroad and the character formation of schoolchildren 
and young citizens, sport permeated wartime culture, contributing to new ways in which the British 
imagined the past, present and future. Using a wide range of personal and public records – from diary 
writing and club minute books to government archives – this book breaks new ground in both the history 
of the British home front and the history of sport.

European Integration Beyond Brussels

‘The Europe of football’ is one of the aspects of the history of European integration that has generated 
the smallest amount of academic research. However, the successive invention of sporting traditions with 
a European calling since the Belle Epoque, followed by the creation of various European cups during 
the interwar constitute at the same time an original form of ‘Europe-building’ and a lasting contribution 



to the creation of a European space and spirit. The target of the authors in this book is to look back on 
the genesis of European competitions that leads to the creation of the European cups now organised 
by UEFA. It also seeks to show how football has made possible the setting up of a partially transnational 
space through sports journalism. Lastly, through the study of the mobility and connections of football’s 
actors, the different chapters will also try to identify the various phases of football’s Europeanisation 
process on the old continent. It will lay strong emphasis on the anthropological, cultural, economic, 
political and social aspects of this history, notably the production of body techniques, representations, 
emblematic figures, consumption habits and their role in the larger context of international relations. 
This book was previously published as a special issue of Sport in History.

Securitizing Islam

Events Management is the must-have introductory text providing a complete A-Z of the principles 
and practices of planning, managing and staging events. The book: introduces the concepts of event 
planning and management presents the study of events management within an academic environment 
discusses the key components for staging an event, covering the whole process from creation to 
evaluation examines the events industry within its broader business context, covering impacts and 
event tourism provides an effective guide for producers of events contains learning objectives and 
review questions to consolidate learning Each chapter features a real-life case study to illustrate key 
concepts and place theory in a practical context, as well as preparing students to tackle any challenges 
they may face in managing events. Examples include the Beijing Olympic Games, Google Zeitgeist 
Conference, International Confex, Edinburgh International Festival, Ideal Home Show and Glastonbury 
Festival. Carefully constructed to maximise learning, the text provides the reader with: a systematic 
guide to organizing successful events, examining areas such as staging, logistics, marketing, human 
resource management, control and budgeting, risk management, impacts, evaluation and reporting 
fully revised and updated content including new chapters on sustainable development and events, 
perspectives on events, and expanded content on marketing, legal issues, risk and health and safety 
management a companion website: www.elsevierdirect.com/9781856178181 with additional materials 
and links to websites and other resources for both students and lecturers

Sport and the Home Front

A complete history of women’s football in Great Britain, from its Victorian games beginning in 1881 
to 2022 and planning for the Euro Finals. In The History of Women’s Football, author Jean Williams 
demonstrates how women’s football began as a professional sport, and has only recently returned to 
these professional roots in the UK. This is because there was a fifty-year Football Association ‘ban’ on 
women playing on pitches affiliated to the governing body in England. The other British associations 
followed suit. Why was women’s football banned in 1921? Why did it take until 1969 for a Women’s 
Football Association to form? Why did it take until 1995 for England to qualify for a Women’s World 
Cup? Answers to these key questions are supplemented across the chapters by personal accounts of 
the players who defied the ban, at home and abroad, along with the personal costs, and rewards, of 
being footballing pioneers. Praise for The History of Women’s Football “This book was very informed, 
detailed and a very good read. As a football fan, I was staggered by how much I didn’t know and how 
if football had been better supported at the beginning of the century there is a good chance women’s 
football would be on a par with the men’s game now . . . this was a very interesting read and I would 
happily recommend this book to fellow football fans.” —UK Historian

Origins and Birth of the Europe of football
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Events Management

The History of Women's Football
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