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Explore the crucial intersection of economics and criminology, examining the powerful relevance of 
economic theories in understanding criminal behavior. This field provides critical insights into how 
incentives and rational choice principles can illuminate the causes of crime, ultimately guiding the 
development of more efficient and effective strategies for crime reduction and public safety.
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Economics of criminology

Scientific Essay from the year 2007 in the subject Sociology - Law and Delinquency, grade: A, Lough-
borough University (United Kingdom Loughborough University), course: Economics of Criminology , 
language: English, abstract: Criminality is and has always been an urgent issue for the society. Its 
magnitude has been rising dramatically in many western countries. Since 1946, crime rates in Britain 
have increased by the factor 10 and nowadays about 25% to 30% of the OECD-citizens are victimised 
each year. Together with criminality, public expenditure for the Criminal Justice System (CJS) has been 
rising sharply. In order to achieve one of the declared main purposes of the CJS, “to reduce crime and 
the fear of crime and their social and economic costs”, theories of crime are an important contribution of 
the sciences. Accordingly, they are an important subject in many scientific fields: Psychology, Sociology 
and the Economic Sciences offer a large variety of different theories to explain the diverse aspects of 
criminality. The following text will discuss how and to what extend theories of crime and in particular 
economic theories of crime can help to reduce crime and the fear of crime. In the process, first the 
economic and social cost- dimensions of crime will be elucidated. Then, crime theories and in particular 
Becker’s theory as the pioneering work of economic criminology will be introduced. Eventually, a critical 
view on theories of crime and the economic approach as well as an analysis of its distinctive advantages 
will be elaborated.

Economics of Criminology

Scientific Essay from the year 2007 in the subject Sociology - Law, Delinquency, Abnormal Behavior, 
grade: A, Loughborough University (United Kingdom Loughborough University), course: Economics of 
Criminology, 16 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Criminality is and has always 
been an urgent issue for the society. Its magnitude has been rising dramatically in many western 
countries. Since 1946, crime rates in Britain have increased by the factor 10 and nowadays about 25% 
to 30% of the OECD-citizens are victimised each year. Together with criminality, public expenditure for 
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the Criminal Justice System (CJS) has been rising sharply. In order to achieve one of the declared 
main purposes of the CJS, "to reduce crime and the fear of crime and their social and economic costs\

Crime and Economics

Crime and Economics provides the first comprehensive and accessible text to address the economics 
of crime within the study of crime and criminology. The economics of crime is an area of growing 
activity and concern, increasingly influential both to the study of crime and criminal justice and to 
the formulation of crime reduction and criminal justice policy. As well as providing an overview of the 
relationship between economics and crime, this book poses key questions such as: What is the impact 
of the labour market and poverty on crime? Can society decrease criminal activity from a basis of 
economic disincentives? What forms of crime reduction and methods of reducing re-offending are 
most cost beneficial? Can illicit organised crime and illicit drug markets be understood better through 
the application of economic analysis? For those interested in economic methods, but without previous 
economic training, this book also provides an accessible overview of key areas such as cost-benefit 
analysis, econometrics and the debate around how to estimate the costs of crime. This book will be 
key reading for undergraduate and postgraduate students of criminology and economics and those 
working in the criminal justice system including practitioners, managers and policy makers.

Economic Analysis and Efficiency in Policing, Criminal Justice and Crime Reduction

This monograph explains what economic analysis is, why it is important, and forms it can take in policing 
and criminal justice. Costs are important in all forms of economic analysis but their collection tends to 
be partial and inadequate in capturing key information. A practical guide to the collection is therefore 
also provided.

The Economics of Crime

The Economics of Crime presents a review of economic scholarly research in the ever-growing field of 
crime and punishment. Without using graphs or mathematical equations, Winter combines theory and 
empirical evidence relating to public policy concerns over a wide range of controversial topics such 
as the death penalty, racial bias in the criminal justice system, gun control, the war on drugs, fines 
versus imprisonment, policing tactics, and shaming punishments. In addition to offering an updated and 
expanded coverage of these, and other topics, this second edition is more international in scope, with 
the inclusion of studies that use data from Italy, Australia, the U.K., Singapore, Brazil, and others. Also 
included is a brand-new chapter on the application of behavioral economics to crime and punishment, 
providing readers with a succinct introduction to this modern and increasingly important approach to 
economic issues. By requiring no previous knowledge of economics, this book continues to be the 
perfect choice for students new to the study of economics and public policy, whether it is in the discipline 
of economics, political science, criminology, law, or any other field that is concerned with issues in 
crime and punishment. Furthermore, due to its accessibility, The Economics of Crime can be enjoyed 
by anyone who follows current public policy debate over some of society’s most contentious issues.

Crime

"Paul Ormerod shows how crime rates have varied across time and between countries in a way that 
economic variables and incentives alone cannot explain. In a style, accessible to the non-economist and 
economist alike, the author shows how new developments in economics can be applied to the analysis 
of criminal behaviour and used to draw policy conclusions. These new models take into account and 
illustrate how individuals interact with each other in social networks. As a result, they lead the author 
to more realistic conclusions and more informed policy recommendations."--BOOK JACKET.

Cutting the Costs of Crime

Topics covered include crime statistics, criminal behaviour, sentencing and punishment, privatization 
of crime prevention, prisons and policing.

The Economic Dimensions of Crime

This book seeks to raise the profile of economic perspectives on crime and criminal justice. It includes 
exemplars and original contributions, welded into a coherent whole by commentaries on each chapter 



and annotated further readings. It includes sections concerning the economic analysis of crime and 
punishment crime and the labor market and modeling the system-wide costs of criminal justice policies.

Crime and the Economy

In this unique and timely book, two of the world's leading criminologists explore the connections 
between crime and economic conditions. The authors skilfully draw on influential criminological theories 
to formulate an original "institutional" perspective. This perspective sheds light on the complex ways 
in which levels and forms of crime reflect the structure and functioning of the economy in advanced 
capitalist societies. The book offers a readable, interesting and accessible analysis, addressing an array 
of different criminal activities, including: - violent crime - drug crime - white-collar crime - organised 
crime - fraud - corporate crime. Crime and the Economy is written with clarity and flair. Technical 
terms, where used, are fully explained; relevant examples punctuate the discussion; and key points 
are supported by graphs and diagrams. It is essential reading for undergraduates, graduate students, 
and academics in criminology and sociology.

The Crimes of the Economy

Economists have often paid visits to the field of criminology, examining the rational logic of offending. 
When economists examine criminal activity, they imply that offenders should be treated like any other 
social actor making rational choices. In The Crimes of the Economy, Vincenzo Ruggiero turns the tables 
by examining a variety of economic schools of thought from a criminological perspective. Each one 
of these schools, he argues, justifies or even encourages harm produced by economic initiative. He 
investigates – among others – John Locke’s notion of private property, Mercantilism, the Physiocrats 
and Malthus, and the arguments of Adam Smith, Marshall, Keynes and neoliberalism. In each of 
these, the author identifies the potential justification of different forms of ‘crimes of the economy’ and 
victimisation. This book re-examines the history of economic thought, assessing it as the history of 
a discipline which, while attempting to gain scientific status, in reality seeks to make the social harm 
caused by economics acceptable. The book will be interesting and relevant to students and scholars 
of social theory, criminology, economics, philosophy and politics.

Economic Crime

This book is the first attempt to establish 'economic crime' as a new sub-discipline within criminology. 
Fraud, corruption, bribery, money laundering, price-fixing cartels and intellectual property crimes 
pursued typically for financial and professional gain, have devastating consequences for the prosperity 
of economic life. While most police forces in the UK and the USA have an ‘economic crime’ department, 
and many European bodies such as Europol use the term and develop strategies and structures to deal 
with it, it is yet to grain traction as a widely used term in the academic community. Economic Crime: 
From Conception to Response aims to change that and covers: definitions of the key premises of 
economic crime as the academic sub-discipline within criminology; an overview of the key research on 
each of the crimes associated with economic crime; public, private and global responses to economic 
crime across its different forms and sectors of the economy, both within the UK and globally. This book 
is an essential resource for students, academics and practitioners engaged with aspects of economic 
crime, as well as the related areas of financial crime, white-collar crime and crimes of the powerful.

An Economic Analysis of Crime and Justice

An Economic Analysis of Crime and Justice: Theory, Methods, and Applications presents the applica-
tions of economic theory and econometric methods to various problems in criminology. The book is 
divided into three parts. Part I discusses models of criminal recidivism. The second part tackles the 
economic model of crime. Part III estimates cost functions for prisons. Specific chapters in the book 
cover topics on statistical analysis of qualitative outcomes; analysis of two measures of criminal activity: 
the arrest rate and the conviction rate; and long-run estimate of cost function for a group of Federal 
Correctional Institutions. Economists, correctional administrators, and criminal justice professionals will 
find the book a great source of information and insight.

Controlling Crime

Criminal justice expenditures have more than doubled since the 1980s, dramatically increasing costs 
to the public. With state and local revenue shortfalls resulting from the recent recession, the question of 



whether crime control can be accomplished either with fewer resources or by investing those resources 
in areas other than the criminal justice system is all the more relevant. Controlling Crime considers 
alternative ways to reduce crime that do not sacrifice public safety. Among the topics considered here 
are criminal justice system reform, social policy, and government policies affecting alcohol abuse, 
drugs, and private crime prevention. Particular attention is paid to the respective roles of both the 
private sector and government agencies. Through a broad conceptual framework and a careful review 
of the relevant literature, this volume provides insight into the important trends and patterns of some 
of the interventions that may be effective in reducing crime.

Criminal and Social Justice

·· See Sample Chapters & Resources to download the Introduction to Criminal and Social Justice ·· 
`Dee Cook's new book is important, innovative and invigorating. It brings together two spheres - criminal 
justice and social justice - which are usually, but as she persuades us, unjustifiably kept separate 
intellectually and in policy and practice. Dee Cook makes a powerful case for the inter-connectedness 
of penal policy and social policy, bringing together concepts from the two spheres such as social 
exclusion, citizenship, and human rights. Her innovative approach brings insightful theoretical analysis 
together with two extended case studies - differential treatment of tax fraud and benefit fraud, and the 
"third way" politics of New Labour. This book will make it much more difficult for students, policy-makers 
and criminal justice practitioners to ignore the social context in which penal policy evolves and is 
implemented' - Professor Barbara Hudson, University of Central Lancashire `This is an accessible 
and lively critical account of the inter-relationship between social and criminal justice in New Labour 
Britain. It should engage students on a range of programmes, particularly social policy, criminology and 
sociology' - Ruth Lister, Professor of Social Policy, Loughborough University `A cogent demonstration 
that criminal justice cannot be achieved in the absence of social justice. There is a blistering but 
thoroughly informed critique of New Labour's failure to narrow this "justice gap". Let's hope the carefully 
reasoned but impassioned arguments about how to get really tough on the causes of crime and injustice 
get the attention they deserve' - Robert Reiner, Professor of Criminology, London School of Economics 
and Political Science Criminal and Social Justice provides an important insight into the relationship 
between social inequality, crime and criminalisation. In this accessible and innovative account, Dee 
Cook examines the nature of the relationship between criminal and social justice - both in theory and 
in practice. Current social, economic, political and cultural considerations are brought to bear, and 
contemporary examples are used throughout to help the student to consider this relationship. The book 
is essential reading for students and researchers in criminology, social policy, social work and sociology. 
It is also relevant to practitioners in statutory, voluntary and community sector organisations.

Economics of Crime

Economics of Crime presents the basic model of criminal behavior and law enforcement. The authors 
start by reviewing the economics of criminal behavior. Models of criminal behavior applying the model 
of individual rational behavior are presented. Empirical studies surveyed use regression analyses and 
employ data from states and police regions down to individuals. These studies tend to support the 
hypothesis that the probability of punishment and the severity of punishment have a deterrent effect 
on crime. Methodological problems relating to the assumption of rationality, statistical identification 
of equations, measurement errors, and operationalization of theoretical variables are discussed. 
Economics of Crime also review the theory of public enforcement including probability and severity, 
fines and imprisonment, repeat offenders, incentives of enforcers, enforcement costs and enforcement 
errors. Economics of Crime is intended for economists and lawyers, practitioners, scholars and students 
in the field of law and economics, microeconomics, and criminology who wish to learn the basics of 
the economics of crime, criminal behavior, and law enforcement.

The Treadmill of Crime

Drawing on the work of Allan Schnaiberg, this book returns political economy to green criminology and 
examines how the expansion of capitalism shapes environmental law, crime and justice. The book is 
organized around crimes of ecological withdrawals and ecological additions. The Treadmill of Crime 
is written by acclaimed experts on the subject of green criminology and examines issues such as the 
crime in the energy sector as well as the release of toxic waste into the environment and its impact 
on ecosystems. This book also sets a new research agenda by highlighting problems of ecological 
disorganization for animal abuse and social disorganization. This book will be of interest to students, 



researchers and academics in the fields of criminology, political science, environmental sociology, and 
natural resources.

The Economics of Organised Crime

The first book to apply economic theory to the analysis of all aspects of organised crime.

Handbook on the Economics of Crime

While few economists analyzed criminal behaviour and the criminal justice process before Gary 
Becker's seminal 1968 paper, an enormous body of economic research on crime has since been 
produced. This insightful and comprehensive Handbook reviews and extends much of this important 
resulting research. The Handbook on the Economics of Crime provides cutting-edge and specially 
commissioned contributions dealing with theoretical and empirical modeling of criminal choice and 
behavior, including Isaac Ehrlich's exposition of what he labels the 'market, or equilibrium, model 
of crime'. The public production and allocation of various criminal justice services is also examined, 
as are significant components of the costs and consequences of crime. Finally, current debates and 
controversies in the economics of crime literature are considered, with the expert contributors offering 
suggestions and guidance for future research. With a broad set of crime-related topics examined from 
an economic perspective, this extensive Handbook will be welcomed by academic researchers and 
graduate students of the economics of crime and criminology as well as legal scholars focusing on 
criminal law.

Criminal Dilemmas

An analysis of criminal behavior from the perspectives of rational choice theory leading to suggestions 
for a criminal policy. Previous edition sold 900 copies world wide since its release in June 2001.

A Law and Economics Approach to Criminal Gangs

First published in 1999. This book provides a law and economics approach towards criminal gangs 
which integrates the tools of economic modelling with criminal law in order to understand and address 
a contemporary law enforcement problem. The book draws upon ideas from economics, law and 
law enforcement to investigate the nature and organizational structure of criminal gangs. Law and 
economics are employed in varying combinations and at varying levels of specificity to generate 
insights into the organization and behaviour of criminal gangs. These insights are applied to evaluate 
alternative legal approaches and to inform the design of a new criminal law approach towards criminal 
gangs. Attention is focused on the organization of criminal street gangs, both because the growth and 
increasing sophistication of these gangs offer special challenges for law enforcement and because 
of the potential contributions which such an understanding could yield for economists who have 
traditionally focused on the organizational structure of legitimate enterprises.

Illegal Markets and the Economics of Organized Crime

This book showcases recent advances in the theoretical and empirical understanding of the economic 
aspects of organised crime and illegal markets. It provides new insights into defining and quantifying 
the influence of organised crime by drawing on innovative approaches to studying criminal networks 
and organisations such as the Hells Angels. The book includes analysis of the structure of illegal 
drug markets from international leaders in the field. Finally the text includes empirical case studies 
of the diverse markets where organised crime is currently active including the illegal market for crystal 
methamphetamine in Australia, tiger products in China and the falcon and fur trades in Russia. This 
book was based on a special issue of Global Crime.

The Criminology of Criminal Law

The Criminology of Criminal Law considers the relation between criminal law and theories of crime, 
criminality and justice. This book discusses a wide range of topics, including: the way in which 
white-collar crime is defined; new perspectives on stranger violence; the reasons why criminologists 
have neglected the study of genocide; the idea of boundary crossing in the control of deviance; 
the relation between punishment and social solidarity; the connection between the notion of justice 
and modern sentencing theory; the social reaction to treason; and the association between politics 
and punitiveness. Contributors include Bonnie Berry, Don Gottfredson, David F. Greenberg, Marc 



Riedel, Jason Rourke, Kip Schlegel, Vered Vinitzky-Seroussi, Leslie T. Wilkins, Marvin E. Wolfgang, and 
Richard A. Wright. The Criminology of Criminal Law concludes with an analysis of the results of a study 
on the most cited scholars in the Advances in Criminological Theory series. This work will be beneficial 
to criminologists, sociologists, and scholars of legal studies. Advances in Criminological Theory is 
the first series exclusively dedicated to the dissemination of original work on criminological theory. It 
was created to overcome the neglect of theory construction and validation in existing criminological 
publications.

Explaining Criminal Careers

This is an open access title available under the terms of a CC BY-NC-ND 3.0 International licence. It is 
free to read at Oxford Scholarship Online and offered as a free PDF download from OUP and selected 
open access locations. Explaining Criminal Careers presents a simple but influential theory of crime, 
conviction and reconviction. The assumptions of the theory are derived directly from a detailed analysis 
of cohort samples extracted from the Home Office Offenders Index - a unique database which contains 
records of all criminal (standard list) convictions in England and Wales since 1963. In particular, the 
theory explains the well-known Age/Crime curve. Based on the idea that there are only three types 
of offenders, who commit crimes at either high or low (constant) rates and have either a high or low 
(constant) risk of reoffending, this simple theory makes exact quantitative predictions about criminal 
careers and age-crime curves. Purely from the birth-rate over the second part of the 20th century, 
the theory accurately predicts (to within 2%) the prison population contingent on a given sentencing 
policy. The theory also suggests that increasing the probability of conviction after each offence is the 
most effective way of reducing crime, although there is a role for treatment programmes for some 
offenders. The authors indicate that crime is influenced by the operation of the Criminal Justice System 
and that offenders do not 'grow out' of crime as commonly supposed; they are persuaded to stop or 
decide to stop after (repeated) convictions, with a certain fraction of offenders desisting after each 
conviction. Simply imprisoning offenders will not reduce crime either by individual deterrence or by 
incapacitation. With comprehensive explanations of the formulae used and complete mathematical 
appendices allowing for individual interpretations and further development of the theory, Explaining 
Criminal Careers represents an innovative and meticulous investigation into criminal activity and the 
influences behind it. With clear policy implications and a wealth of original and significant discussions, 
this book marks a ground-breaking chapter in the criminological debate surrounding criminal careers.

Criminology and Political Theory

A lucid, sophisticated and timely vindication of the importance of Marxist, feminist and other radical 
perspectives on the state and political economy to the analysis of crime, control and justice. It offers 
a valuable guide to issues of political philosophy for students and teachers of criminology, critically 
deconstructing the taken-for-granted categories of law and criminal justice. - Professor Robert Reiner, 
London School of Economics, UK This clear and concise book sets out the relationship between 
political theory and criminology. It critically analyzes key theories and debates within criminology 
and addresses the major political ideas that lie beneath them. Organized around key criminological 
concepts and issues, the book covers: " power and ideology " the nature of the state " social control 
and policing " punishment " economics and criminal activity " morality. The book has been carefully 
developed to support practical teaching and learning and contains chapter summaries, further reading 
and a comprehensive glossary, which combine to provide a full understanding of the themes.

Lessons from the Economics of Crime

Research from the United States, Europe, and South America demonstrates the usefulness of the tools 
of economic analysis for the study of crime. Economists who bring the tools of economic analysis to 
bear on the study of crime and crime prevention contribute to current debates a normative framework 
and sophisticated quantitative methods for evaluating policy, the idea of criminal behavior as rational 
choice, and the connection of individual choices to aggregate outcomes. The contributors to this volume 
draw on all three of these approaches in their investigations and discuss the policy implications of 
their findings. Reporting on research in the United States, Europe, and South America, the chapters 
discuss such topics as a cost-benefit analysis of additional police hiring, the testing of innovative 
policy interventions through field experiments, imprisonment and recidivism rates, incentives and 
disincentives for sports hooliganism (“hooliganomics”), data showing the influence of organized crime 
on the quality of local politicians, and the (scant) empirical evidence for the effect of immigration on 



crime. These contributions demonstrate the eclectic approach of economists studying crime as well 
as their increasing respect for the contributions of other social scientists in this area. Contributors 
Brian Bell, Paolo Buonanno, Philip J. Cook, John J. Donohue III, Jeffrey R. Kling, Jens Ludwig, 
Stephen Machin, Olivier Marie, Giovanni Mastrobuoni, Sendhil Mullainathan, Aurélie Ouss, Emily 
Greene Owens, Stefan Pichler, Paolo Pinotti, Mikael Priks, Daniel Römer, Rodrigo R. Soares, Igor 
Viveiros

The Political Economy of Punishment Today

Over the last fifteen years, the analytical field of punishment and society has witnessed an increase 
of research developing the connection between economic processes and the evolution of penality 
from different standpoints, focusing particularly on the increase of rates of incarceration in relation 
to the transformations of neoliberal capitalism. Bringing together leading researchers from diverse 
geographical contexts, this book reframes the theoretical field of the political economy of punishment, 
analysing penality within the current economic situation and connecting contemporary penal changes 
with political and cultural processes. It challenges the traditional and common sense understanding of 
imprisonment as 'exclusion' and posits a more promising concept of imprisonment as a 'differential' 
or 'subordinate' form of 'inclusion'. This groundbreaking book will be a key text for scholars who are 
working in the field of punishment and society as well as reaching a broader audience within law, 
sociology, economics, criminology and criminal justice studies.

International Handbook of White-Collar and Corporate Crime

Insider trading. Savings and loan scandals. Enron. Corporate crimes were once thought of as victimless 
offenses, but now—with billions of dollars and an increasingly global economy at stake—this is 
understood to be far from the truth. The International Handbook of White-Collar and Corporate Crime 
explores the complex interplay of factors involved when corporate cultures normalize lawbreaking, 
and when organizational behavior is pushed to unethical (and sometimes inhumane) limits. Featuring 
original contributions from a panel of experts representing North America, Asia, Europe, and Australia, 
this timely volume presents multidisciplinary views on recent corporate wrongdoing affecting economic 
and social conditions worldwide. Criminal liability and intent Stock market and financial crime Bribery 
and extortion Computer and identity fraud Health care fraud Crime in the professions Industrial 
pollution Political corruption War crimes and genocide Contributors offer case studies, historical 
and sociopolitical analyses, theoretical and legal perspectives, and comparative studies, featuring 
examples as varied as NASA, Parmalat, the Italian government, and Watergate. Criminal justice 
responses to these phenomena, the role of the media in exposing or minimizing them, prevention, 
regulation, and self- policing strategies, and larger global issues emerging from economic crime are 
also featured. Richly diverse in its coverage, The International Handbook of White-Collar and Corporate 
Crime is stimulating reading for students, academics, and professionals in a wide range of fields, from 
criminology and criminal justice to business and economics, psychology to social policy to ethics. This 
powerful information is certain to change many of our deeply held views on criminal behavior.

The Paradox of Punishment

This book explores the insights that can be gained by looking at the criminal justice system from an 
economic point of view. It provides an economic analysis of the institutional structure and function 
of the criminal justice system, how its policies are formulated, and how they affect behavior. Yet it 
goes beyond an examination of specific policies to address the broad question of how law influences 
behavior. For example, it examines how concepts such as the possibility of redemption affect the 
decisions of repeat offenders, and whether individual responsibility is (or should be) a pre-requisite for 
punishment. Finally, the book argues that, in addition to the threat of criminal sanctions, law inculcates 
principles of acceptable behavior among citizens by asserting that certain acts are “against the law.” 
This “expressive function” of law can influence behavior to the extent that at least some people in 
society are receptive to such a message. For these people, the moral content of law has more than 
mere symbolic value, and consequently, it can expand the scope of traditional law enforcement while 
lowering its cost. Another goal of the book is therefore to use economic theory to assess this dualistic 
function of law by specifically recognizing how its policies can both internalize an ethic of obedience 
to the law among some people irrespective of its consequences, while simultaneously threatening to 
punish those who only respond to external incentives.



White-Collar Crime in the Shadow Economy

This open access book examines the magnitude, causes of, and reactions to white-collar crime, based 
on the theories and research of those who have uncovered various forms of white-collar crime. It 
argues that the offenders who are convicted represent only ‘the tip of the iceberg’ of a much greater 
problem: because white-collar crime is forced to compete with other kinds of financial crime like social 
security fraud for police resources and so receives less attention and fewer investigations. Gottschalk 
and Gunnesdal also offer insights into estimation techniques for the shadow economy, in an attempt 
to comprehend the size of the problem. Holding broad appeal for academics, practitioners in public 
administration, and government agencies, this innovative study serves as a timely starting point for 
examining the lack of investigation, detection, and conviction of powerful white-collar criminals.

The Socio-economics of Crime and Justice

This book on crime and justice is motivated primarily by the idea that individual behaviour is influenced 
both by self-interest and by conscience, or by a sense of community responsibility. Forst has assembled 
a collection of authors who are writing in four parts: (1) the philosophical foundations and the moral 
dimension of crime and punishment; (2) the sense of community and the way it influences the problem 
of crime; (3) on offenders and offences; and (4) on the response of the criminal justice system.

Assessing the Harms of Crime

Assessing the Harms of Crime provides a firm analytical foundation for making normative decisions 
about criminal and related policy, taking harm—and its reduction—as a conceptual starting point 
and supplying the means for systematic, empirical analysis in a harm assessment framework. By 
exploring harm's place in legal history, theory, criminology, and related fields and by considering 
the relevance of harm and its reduction for both criminal policy and the governance of security, the 
book demonstrates the centrality of harm, including its reduction, to crime, policy, and governance. It 
also highlights a substantial gap in methods available to the policy community to take on harm and 
the challenges of developing them. Working to fill that gap, the book presents the authors' "Harm 
Assessment Framework," consisting of tools and a process to identify, evaluate, and rank harms and 
to carefully distinguish between harms that result directly from activities and those that are remote 
or driven at least partially by policy. The book also presents applications to complex crimes, primarily 
involving coca and cocaine, that show the framework's value with new, actionable insight to harm and 
policy. On this basis, the book argues that criminology would benefit from expanding its mission to 
include harm and target harm reduction and from positioning harm assessment as a core task. Lastly, 
it posits that systematic, empirical harm-based policy analysis can contribute positively to decisions 
about criminal policy and the governance of security and to advancing justice.

The Economics of Criminal Behavior

Too often students in economics emerge with a clear grasp of theory, but precious little ability to apply 
that theory, especially in the area of microeconomics. They are left with a model that they believe is rele-
vant solely to market mechanisms, when it is in fact suited for inquiry into all avenues of rational choice. 
At the same time, there is a uniform belief that criminals are plagued by psychological, physiological, or 
sociological deficiencies that can be remedied only through incarceration or institutionalization. Neither 
formulation is satisfactory as an exemplar to the general population about how they should be thinking 
about crime. Workers, employers and managers alike have a stake in effective public policy designed 
to reduce criminality. According to the Institute for People with Criminal Records, approximately 3% of 
the US population will be in jail or prison for at least one day during any given year, and nearly 30% of 
the population has a criminal record. Yet, having a criminal record often serves as a bar to employment 
and leads individuals who have paid their debts to society on a pathway to recidivism. Thus everyone, 
from managers in companies considering whether to bar felons from employment to individual voters 
considering felony disenfranchisement laws, needs to understand how rational criminals act and think. 
This book will attempt to guide readers to such an understanding. By understanding how incentive 
mechanisms affect criminal behavior, business managers may use this information either to reduce 
criminal activity in their own enterprises or to understand how unethical business decisions affect 
the wider society. As we always do in such circumstances, we must make sacrifices to balance the 
competing interests.

The Economics of Crime



This book addresses immensely consequential crimes in the world today that, to date, have been 
almost wholly neglected by students of crime and criminal justice: crimes of globalization. This term 
refers to the hugely harmful consequences of the policies and practices of international financial insti-
tutions – principally in the global South. A case is made for characterizing these policies and practices 
specifically as crime. Although there is now a substantial criminological literature on transnational 
crimes, crimes of states and state-corporate crimes, crimes of globalization intersect with, but are 
not synonymous with, these crimes. Identifying specific reasons why students of crime and criminal 
justice should have an interest in this topic, this text also identifies underlying assumptions, defines key 
terms, and situates crimes of globalization within the criminological enterprise. The authors also define 
crimes of globalization and review the literature to date on the topic; review the current forms of crimes 
of globalization; outline an integrated theory of crimes of globalization; and identify the challenges of 
controlling the international financial institutions that perpetrate crimes of globalization, including the 
role of an emerging Global Justice Movement. The authors of this book have published widely on white 
collar crime, crimes of states, state-corporate crime and related topics. This book will be essential 
reading for academics and students of crime and criminal justice who, the authors argue, need to 
attend to emerging forms of crime that arise specifically out of the conditions of globalization in our 
increasingly globalized, rapidly changing world.

Crimes of Globalization

This book challenges contemporary criminological thinking, providing a thorough critique of main-
stream criminology, including both liberal criminology and administrative criminology. It sets a new 
agenda for theoretical and practical engagement, and for creating a more effective and just criminal 
justice system.

Realist Criminology

Papers presented at a conference held July 1972 in Washington, D.C. Includes bibliographical refer-
ences.

The Economics of Crime and Punishment

The mental suffering and agony, the ruined lives, the broken homes and hearts, the desolation and 
yearning and despair – who can measure the cost of crime? Eugene Smith, 1901 The anxiety people 
feel towards another people – the fear of crime – lies at the foundations of human society. The enormous 
burden that crime imposes on societies calls for ef?cient social arrangements and institutions. While 
intuitively obvious, the exact scope of this burden for a long time eluded measurement. With the 
emergence and development of quantitative methods in economics and statistics, the exercise of 
calculating costs of crime became possible, and indeed has been undertaken. The emerging ?eld of 
assessing costs of crime is still a controversial one, both in its methodology and applications. Many 
people would feel it absurd to calculate costs of crimes, particularly violent ones. What is a cost of 
murder, rape, or assault? Can any number meaningfully represent the villainous nature of such acts? 
These questions are undoubtedly good ones. In this book, I will argue that we can estimate costs of 
different crimes, and that such estimates are relevant for criminal law and crime policy. Notwithstanding 
the incommensurability of many consequences of crime, society every day makes numerous decisions 
how to tackle crime, and at least implicitly assesses the relative importance of the problem. Properly 
done costs of crime estimates make people’s evaluation more visible, and allow for more coherent 
public policy.

The Economics of Crime and Law Enforcement

In The Costs of Crime and Justice, Mark Cohen presents a comprehensive view of the financial 
setbacks of criminal behaviour. Victims of crime might incur medical costs, lost wages and property 
damage; while for some crimes pain, suffering and reduced quality of life suffered by victims far exceeds 
any physical damage. The government also incurs costs as the provider of mental health services, 
police, courts and prisons. Cohen argues that understanding the costs of crime can lead to important 
insights and policy conclusions - both in terms of criminal justice policy but also in terms of other social 
ills that compete with crime for government funding. This book systematically discusses the numerous 
methodological approaches and tallies up what is known about the costs of crime A must-read for 
anyone involved in public policy, The Costs of Crime and Justice consolidates the diverse research in 



this area but also makes one of the most valuable contributions to date to the study of the economics 
of criminal behavior.

Estimates of Cost of Crime

The Costs of Crime and Justice
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